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US. Ant:-Franco (omm:ttee Gam

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT

| NATO’s s ‘PEACE CRISIS' | Not Only Russia Has

By BERNARD CRAMER

, The North Atlantic Treaty Organization's Council of Ministers,
.which meets on April 28 in Paris, faces a situation which sums up the
‘grim irony of the Western bloc’s policy in meeting the threat of Stai-
inist expansion. Presumably organized to solve the problems of a
future war crisis, it assembles in Paris facing a “peace crisis” instead

-—and this it finds even more difficult.

The ¢rux is not a military-tech-
nicai problem but the economics of
capifalism.

On this point there is little that
we need add to the frank words of
the N. Y. Times’ economic corres-
pondent in Eurcpe, Michael Hoffman.
Morve than anything we could write, these
‘words give the le to the hollow protesta-
tions of American statesnien, who pre-
tehd to be indignant at the charge that
the omthreak of sny kind of peace is a
“bogy for their system:

* ""Evidence pours in,” he writes, April 14,

YPSL Con ventio

" . Reaffirms Its

Anti-War Stana

By JULES SOREL & ARTHUR HART

Since its victory at the New
.York Convention in 1951, the anti-
war ‘Third Camp wing of the
Young Socialists (YPSL), youth

" group of .the Socialist Party, has
- .consolidated

its position and
strenmpthened its” authority within that

-organtzation. At its 1953 convention, just

-heild in Reading, Pa., aver the weekend
of April 11, the Y3 reaffirmed its position
with regard to a number of key questions
relating to the war, and took steps which
bring them into even sharper conflict
with the pro-war leadership of the So-
cizlist Party, the organization to which

-they dre affiliated.

“represented by the anti-war left,

Despite the hostility of the parent or-
ganization, whiech in 2 number of in-
stances has sought to prevent the Young
-Socialists from pursuing a policy of co-
operamOn with other anti-war socialis{
.organizations, particularly with the So-
cialist Youth League, the present leader-
ship of the Y8 has successfully consoli-
dated lts authority in the eyes of prac-
-ticaily - the entire youth 'organization.
Only & few right-wingers remain who
‘ defopd. the policy ¢f the Socialist Party
agsingt the militant and activist {endency

.

FEAR SP-SDF UNITY

“Mat only did the convention uphold the
general -line of the outgoing National

- Cotmittes_mepich had pursued a vigorous
: Pﬁﬁw— ing the war and favoring
n- m&r the SYL, but the con-

ve:nﬁm itself marked a further stage in |

the Teltward development of the Young
- Socislists, The mew Nationsl Committee
" reppagents a-consolidation and strength-
étin@ of the-antiwar left wing and the
- growing <influence of the Marxist ten-

deoey, within-the anti-war forces.

‘W; recent weoeks- the ties between the
. YS§Scdad its-parent organization have been
-~ _ (Continued on pogc 2]
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“from nearly every European capitel, from
Tokyo, Washington and Southeast Asia,
that the economic framework of the mon-
Communisf world has an olarming tendency
to melt im any atmosphere slightly less
frigid than the 'cold war.’ in the face of
this evidence, econamists can only repeat
earlier warnings that real relaxation of
internafional tension would find the West
in o serious and perhaps fafal economic
condition. , .,

. One thing and almest the only
thing all Western delegates seem to agree
upon is that there is no agreement in the
.. West ag-to-whai-the West-shonkd do-if
Russia were to reveal 3 major change in
international econemic policy or even a
fairly big waver in her policy line,

. Politicians and the publie are hav-
ing, for the first time,. to face the fact
that such moderate success as Western
Europe has had in keeping its national
economies functioning depends to an un-
healthy degree on the continuancerof ar-
rangements that are essentially nothing
but Western reactions to the tensions of
the cold war.

“. . . Any serious reduction in their
own armament burdens would make it
easier for the Western European nations
to devote their resources to other ends.

"But any serious reduction in United
States military expendHures, ene clear
possibility if the cold war ends, would re-
move cone of the main props of Western
Evropean economic activity, first, by re-
ducing direct dollar expendifures in Evrope
and, second. by cousing {so Europeans

{Turn fo fast pogel
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To Show ‘Good Faith’

By GORPON HASKELL

President Eisenhower’s speech before the American Society of
Newspaper Editors was the American govermment’s bid to “seize the |

initiative” from the Kremlin in the present “peace” offensive. This was
the big diplomatic blow which Eisenhower’s most ardent supporters
and ‘well-wishers had been awaiting impatiently for the past few weeks.

To the American public, the speech has been poriraved as a major

contribution to peace in our iime
especially by the pro-Eisenhower
GOP press. The Democratic papers
have observed, with satisfaction,
that in all essentials the speech
"conforms to the lines of American

.. bolicy laid down by the’ Truman adminis-
tration. Only the diebard “American-
cers” of reactionary Republicanism hdve
viewed with mixed feelings the emphasis
with which the speech referred to a con-
tinuation of NATO policy in Europe, and
its vague assorances that if Russiz meets
all American demands, some form of eco-
nomic aid wil be given to the backward
countries. of the world.

OLD LINE

In essence, the speech said this: America
stands firm on alf objectives and demonds
it haos made in the course of the cold war.
The American government welfcomes the
assurances of the Kremlin that it Is willing
to settle the critical cold-war {ssues peace-
fully, but demdnds, acts as o proef of good

MAY DAY
1953:

foith on the part of the Kremlin.

The “acts” demanded are: & truce on
American terms, followed by a political
settlement in Korea for uniting the coun-
try on the bagsis of free electlons but con-
ditioned on the Stalinists ending military
operations in Indo-China and Msdlaya

“(the fate of Formosa is not mentiorted);

an Apstrian pesee tidaty; if- théde things
are done, the unification of Ger Aany with

free electlons, then its integration into a

European srmy under NATQ. Given all
this, then the U. §, will be willing to con-
sider disarmament, on a basis which has
been fought over in the UN for years,
Finally, if all this is achieved. Washing-
ton will urge on the American people a

program of aid to underdeveloped areas.
And Eisenhower also raised the guestion ™

of Russia’s liberation of its satetlites.

It is hardly surprising that outsige the -

U. 8. the president’s speech was greeted
with far less enthusissm than was the
case here. For the speech proposed abso-
Jutely nothing new, p

DOUBLE-EDGE SKEPTICISM

The only positive proposal in the
speech, the only aspect of it which could
possibiy fall in the category of America’s
alternative to Stalinism’s social appeal

{Turn to last pagel

toiling peoples can leayn, bar none,

if the world awaits o breathing-spell

toward tenser clashes in the zold wor,

- fight for it themselves, -

That goes double for the ﬁght for
crisis,”

May Day 1953 cceurs in the midst of an enormous lesson
being taught the world by its associsted governments on
both sides of the Iron Curtain as the “peace crisis” unfolds.
It is the biggest lesson that the world’s working ciass and

It is the lesson that, to gain our objective of peace \'nt,h

security and freedow in the world, the people cun place no
confidence in their ruling go-verumguts, but only in their
own struggle against the policies of those governments,

spel} in what up to now seemed to be on wnlnterrupted march

-maiters of the Kremiin. bave fences to repair against explosive
forces aaderneath their shakier seals of power.
¥ the Western bioc of caplfalism, imperialist rivals of ¥he
Shalinist totalitorions, make peace proposals Yoo, it s because
its lecders know that their peoples will stond for nothing less.
The international workers’ May Day, as a symbol, stands
in our eyes for the truth that the greatest social force in the
“world is the pressure and struggle of the people from below.
The sharpest ideclogical dividing line in the world rums be-
tween those who look fo the ruling classes and their govern-
ments, or any other powers that be, to do good to the people,
:and, on the other hand, those who tell the people that they
will -get what they ‘want, need and must ‘have only if they

This Breathing-Spell Is the People’s Victory

Every time the pressure angd siruggle and threat of the
people’s fight, whether in the camp of the eapitalist rulers
or in the camp of the Stalinist rulers, forees their hand o~
ward peace, there is a victory of the Third Camp. This is its
victory even while weak, uncrystallized, unaware of itself,

unled.

{at least a breothing-

it is because the new

peace in this “peace
-a world to win,

To those whe scornfully ask "Where is this Third Camp of , -
which you speak?” we answer: Gentlemen, the day the Third
Camp forces of the world organize and mobilize so plainiy, so
strongly, so consciously, that even YOU can see it of last, $hat
day will not be he beginning of its fight but wil siready be Its
final morch o vichory,

This breathing-spell is ocur victory, for we identify our- )
sel¥és with all of those forces which the rulers of our world
fear, becaunse these forces fight for progress and hope.

But a breathing-spell only means that we have more time
—more time to do what?7More time, we urge, to break down
the illusion that we must choose -between supporting eapi-
talist exploitation er Stalimist tyranny-—more time to build
the forces of zocialism, which is the deadly enemy of both
capitalism-- and -Stalinisme—more time to strengthen the
bonds - among real fighters for the genuine democracy of
socialism—more time to carry on the struggle which, so far, .|
-has brought nerely a breathing-spell. ™

We have won time. The importance of this is 2 measure
of-the period in which we live. By the same read, we have
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ight Against Dictator

s Center

By L. G. SMITH

of U.S.

.‘_ NEW YORK, April 16—The anniversary of the foundmg of the Span-
" ish Republic was commemorated on Wednesday, April 15, by a rally
at Freedom House in this city. The rally was sponsored jointly by the

Committee to Defend Franco’s Labor Victims, the Inter-American. As-
sociation for Democracy and Freedom, the Workers Defense League
and the International League for the Rights of Man. :

- This rally was an important event not only because it served tp

- keep before the American public the vital issues of defending Franco's

labor victims and opposing the policy of the American government in
its military deals with Francoe. Over and above that, it showed that the
- Committee to Defend Franco's Labor Victims has become the recog-

try, and the organizer of labor,
liberal and socialist solidarity here
with the struggle ogumsi Franco-
ism in Europe and in Spain itself.
The meeting was chaired by
Frances Grant, secretary of the
L. Inter-American Association for Democ-
.. . fracy and Freedom. The most significant
thmg about it was the wide representa-
tion of ‘organizations which either had
" 'spo‘keSmen at the meeting or sent mes-
A sages of solidarity and support-to it. On
| this basis, the Committee to Defend
; Franco's Labor Victims can build tryly
mgmﬁcant national support for its objec~

i.lves

: CAREY'S MESSAGE

K

The first speaker was Jack Perlman,

who spoke on trehalf of Rudelph Halley,

pre*ldent of 'the New York City Gounc1l

who was prevented from appearing in

person by illness.

Per!mun churged that there is "no back-

i bone no merol principle™ in 9. $. policy

fowprd France. He said that to the degree

fimf the American government gives sup-

; 'rt by one means eor anoﬁnar. to the

ranco reglme. we control how much bru-
i-u ity there'ls in Spain.”

B‘o]lowmg* his address, a number of

messages were read to the rally. The first,

e

{Continued from page 1)

even further endangered by the unity ne-
gotiotions now going on between the So-
:mllsf Porty and the Social-Democratic

‘Jetaﬁon In view of the possibility of
merger between ﬂle SP (with which it
maiatains « kind of fruce by mutual ogree-
-welt) and the conservative, pro-war SDF
twhich considers the onti-war section of
the SP, and of course the Youfig Socwlusfs
os well, fo ‘be . “communist”™ and “even
worse") the ¥S held Hs convention under
cnndeons of some uncertainty about its
political futare.

J ""It was quite evident that the YS as a
whole had-absolutely no confidence thut
a united SP-SDF would behave demo-
Eratically toward it, and would allow it
the same measure of independence and
even practical autonomy which it has en-
joyed up to this time. In order to protect
its interests it therefore adopted a reso-
Jution with respect to the projected unity
_whieh laid down a series of conditions
which it proclaimed to be “the nnmmal
terms we would consider acceptable.”
These terms include the maintenance
of a programatically autonomous yeuth
sectlon, demoeraticaily run and repre-
. sented in the party councils through its
own elected representatives; assurances
of continued internal democracy; freedom
for individual members to engage in anti-
war aetivity outside of the control of the
vnited party, and to maintain and sup-
port non-party publications promulgating
an anti-war position. The main publica-
tlon, _of course, mentioned in this regard
was the anti-war student magazine Anwil
and Studetit Partisan,

,CLOSER TO SYL

None of the Young Socialists seemed
.-too Sanguine about seeing these demands
accepted- by the octogenarians of the
_8DF; who consider theYoung Socialists
: to be nothing less than “bolsheviks.” That
iis why theirresolution on wunity ineluded,
:as 8 “suggestion,” the proposal that-other
_anti-war Third Camp organizations be in-
wited to part)clpate in any unity conven-
tior; among them they listed the Inde-
pemdent Socialist League and the SYL.
:i\Eer seme. time now, as the Young Social-
l“-: kave beén developing further leftward

Sl . " F e e P

- nized center of the siruggle against the pro-Franco pollcy in this coun-

from James B. Carey, secretary-{reasurer
of the CIO, read as follows:

“Balieving in the dignity of man and
in the importance of freedom, the Ameri-
can labor movement has fought and will
continue to fight oppression wherever it
GCeuYs.

“History has tought us that totalitari-
anism is the same the world over, whether
it be in Malenkov’s Russia, Hitler’s Ger-
many, Mussolini's Ttaly or Franco's
Spain. In all cases the people are made
subject to the will of the state-—rather
than the state beihg made subject to the
will of the people.

"This rally commemorating the twenty-
second aaniversary of the Spanish Repub-
lic shows that the suffering and the op-
pression of the Spanish people 15 not for-
gotten-—and it must never be forgoten,
The doy we become unconcerned with
Franco's terror we will have forgoiten
what gave birth o our own union move-
ment.

“One year ago here in Freedom House

meefing was held to protest the execu-
tion of five democratic Spanish union
leaders. At that meeting I said the fol-
jowing which I think bears repeating:

“!Fear, terrorism and’death must con-
tinve to be the foundations of Franco's
oppression, just as they must be the foun-

toward o firm and uncompromising pesi-
tion of cpposition #o the war, they have
been brought into ever closer relations
with the SYL, Despife the many difficulties
encountered as the result of outived dif-
ferences ond separate traditions,- the
Young Sociailsts ond the SYL hove been
drawn closer !oo}efher in the course of
pursmng their common uim of opposing the
war.

The YS couvention heard a report on
and approved plans for a joint YS-SYL
«confergnce in New York in the next few
weeks to draw up a statement on the war
and the Third Camp. It reaffirmed, by an
overwhelming vote,” the decision by its
ouigoing national committee to approve
iocal cooperative eforts between the two
organizations, particuiarly in the form of
building socialist elubs in commeon on the
campus. )

And finally, as a demonstrative gesture
of its fraternal solidarity with the ISL-
SYL in common adherence te a Third
Camp position, it invited Max Shacht-
wman, national chairman of the ISL, to
address its convention and convey his or-
ganization’s greetings. The warm recep-
tion which the delegates accorded Com-
rade Shachtman testified to the militant
sentiments which deminated the entire
convention proceedings.

PISCUSSION

Bul besides this i is possible o say that
the domirant fendency at the convention
was a left-wing, anti-reformist muforliy.
mare advonced than any known in the Y$
for more than a decade.

An interesting and significant minor-
ity resolution was introduced which pro-
posed to abanden the traditional YS posi-
tion rejecting “bolshevism"” because it
meant (for the Y§) “the concept of the
se¢izure of power by a minority, the single

party idea, and the absence of ethical re-

straipts in relation to other groups.” The
speaker who presented this resclution
pointed ocut that such a definition had
nothing in ecommon with what bolshevism

had represented historically, and that it

was unnecessary to iabel as bolshevism

what should properly be called by another
. name,

Despite the long-standing and
deep@y rooted fear of this bogeyman of

dations of all ether oppressions in the
world today. And because Franco must
continue throttling the voices and spilling
the blood of other men devoted to demoe-
racy we have gathered here tonight.

“4We are here beeause we intend that
these voices that Dictator France thought
he had stilled shall be heard by millions
who never heard them while they lived.
Not as symbols but as brothers who died
that we might know better how to live—
that is what we want their legacy to be’

“May this rally help to kindle a spirit
of hope and courage in Spain today and
bring nearex the end of Franco's reign of
terror.

FARM WORKERS GREET

A second megssage read to the rally at
this point was a telegram from the Chi-
cago Committee to Defend Labor Vietims
of Franco, which read: “The Chicago
Committee wishes to join with the organ-
izations assembled in tenight’s mémorial
meeting. With you we also voice protest
of the subversion of -freedom and democ-
racy in Franco’s Spain.”

Another message read to the gudiehce
was from H. L. Mifchell, president of the
Nahonal Aquculfural Woarkers Union
{AFL), ‘who wrote: "The Nd*ional Agricul-
tural Workers Union wishes to join with
other trade unions in condemning the de-
nial of labor’s rights and of human rights
in Frapco Spain.

“As bad as we consider conditions
among agricultural workers in the United
States, the men, women and children whoe
labor in the fields and groves of fascist
Spain would consider our members’ wages
and working conditions approaching
heaven compured with what they must
endure. T am told that there are over 3
miltion workers on the land in Franco
Spain who are slaves of the state, forbid-
den to even proiest as they die of starva-
tion. These workers need our help and
anything your cammittee may do to bring
relief to our fellow agriecultural workers
in France Spain will be wholeheartedly

YPSL Convention Reaffirms —

the SP, their definition of bolshevism
given above was reaffirmed by the YS by

_a vote of only about two to one.

The discussion on “bolshevism” was
typical to the extent that it revealed the
genuinely broad character of the ¥S left
wing, On the whole this majority proh-
ably resulted in a better position being
adopted on many questions than would
have otherwise been the casge, for it en-
couraged free discussion unbimited by
factional considerations. And such discus-
sion in turn prevented any particular
tendency, with its particular ideological
varigtions, from dominating the conven-
tion as a whole,

MADE ADVANCE

Thus, while 2 number of delegates
criticized, from a rather sectarian view-
point, the policy of endorsing members’
eniry into the Liberal Party, the cohven-
tion as a whole voted to approve this
move. And when the pacifists introduced
their particular propossls, they were for
the most part rejected by the majority.

Whether or not the YS continues fo de-
velop in the direction It has been travel-
ing undoubtedly depends in large measure
upan the outcome of the SP-SDF negotia-
tions for merger. 1t is obvious that the Y5
membership has litte taste for going along
into an orgoRization which not only would
have a radicdlly different program from its
own, but could also be expected fo under-
take organizational measuvres agquinst the
¥S sconer or later. Undér such circum-
stances the YS would- be broyght up
agoinst the question of even closer relg-
tions with the SYL.

In an informal public discussion with
many of the delegates to the Y3 conven-
tion who stayed for this purpose, Com-
rade Shachtman restated the position of
the ISL in favor of the unity of all anti-
war socialist forces, and particularly the
YS and the SYL. The response to Com-
rade Shachiman’s remarks showed that
they aroused a sympathetic echo in.the
thinking of a number of the Y8 delegates.

Whatever the future may bring in this
respect, bowever, the convention indicated
that- the Young Socialists are entirely
capabie of pursuning .a prmclpied and
militant political course.

supported by thiz organization. We ex-
tend our greeting and best wishes for a
suyccessful meeting.”

FROM SPAIN'S WORKERS

A cable from the Inter-Continental
Secretariat of the Natiomal Confedera-
tion of Labor (CNT) read as follows:

"The Spanish Nationa! Confederation of
Labor In Exile sends greslings o the
sponsors, speakers and participants in the
meeting against France at Freedom House.
We express our hope that international
solidarity moy effectively help the Sponish
people who will bravely fight agairst
Franco's tyranny until Spain is liberated
from the fascist terror ond misery.”

The last letter read at this point in the
meeting was from the Workers Party ol
Spain (POUM):

“It pives us great pleasure to learn
that your committee is organizing & vally
in New York in defense of the labor vie-
tims of Frarco's repression. .

“We wish to express heth out support
of your rally and our warm appreciation

of the magrificent work-you are doing.
For the Spanish anti-fasecists who have
heen carrying on the difficult struggle
against. Franco's terror for years, i is
no small comfort to know that across the
Atlantic we have friends who remember

"us and encourage us and thus aid us to

coutinue our resistance.

"We know that for you fos the otmos-

here has become more difficult, We know

ﬁmf those ‘who preach wnd promote the
support of Franco's totalitarian regime, of
course in the name of ‘anthdichatarship.”
have been becoming ever beolder and more
powerful In your country. Their existence
makes us appreciate your efforts oll the
more. That is why we are particularly
pleased to moke your good work known
through oar press and by word of mouth
to all comrodes and friends, both in the
emigration in Fronce and In the under.
ground in Spaln, .

“It is our hope that the new-state of
flux on the international scene may open
hew possibilities for the total liquidation
of all totalitarian regimes.

- "Please transmit our sinceré and fra-
ternal socialist greetings to cur American
anti-fascist comrades.”

SUPPORT BY ICFTU °

Following the reading of these messages,
the rally was oddressed by Miss Toni
Sender, representotive of the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions to the
UN. She ended her speech with the follow-
ing appeal: "Americans shopld speak up
much moré clearly and promise our Spon-
ish brothers that we will intensify our sup-
pert and struggle on their behaif here.”

The next speaker was Lewis Freeman,
head of the New York branch of Ameri-
cans for Democratic Aetion. He recounted
his experiences as an officer of a corpora-
tion which was purchasing agent for the
Loyalist government during the civit war
in Spain, He stressed the necessity of or-
ganized work on behaif of the Spanish
anti-Franco forces. “We must have or-
ganizations. of people who believe in and
love derocracy, who feel that life without
freedom is not worth living,” he said.

At this point additional messapes were
read to the rally. One, from Spain's Gen-
eral Union of Workers (UGT) szaid in
pari: “The General Union of Workers
numbers among itself men and woemen of
Spain who have realized unlimifed sac-
rifices to defend the principles of the
liberty of man. In these past fourteen
years, we have continued to defend the
rights of umions, freedom of religion,
freedom of speech, and the inviolable
rights of the human personality in
Spain. . ..

“The General Union of Workers is
proud of your meeting which has taken
place with the cooperation of people of
various political points of view, But move,
we ask you to press upon your adminis-
tration that it must break all relations -«
with the fascist dietatorship, that it must
not give economice aid to help the totali-
tarian government of Spain work its mis-
ery upen our people.”

SPANISH SP

The final message read to the rally was
from the Spanish Socialist Party. After
describing the Franco dietatorship and
the struggle agaiast it, the latier con-
tinues:

"On the 20th of last February, in the
calls of the prison of the director generdl
of secarity in Medrid, they. kilted our SOm-

lﬁonﬁhled ‘on.poge’ -’H‘ Nk
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Lahor A ttacks tl)e T br‘y Budget

By DAYID ALEXANDER

LONDON, April 15—] was sitting in a
cafe at the time the government Budget
was heing announced. There was an at-
mosphere ¢f nervous waiting, everyone
watching the newspaper vendors for the
first Budget edition to appear.

It is hardly surprising that people weve
50 clovely concerned. We are perhaps the
most taxed people in the world. This
Budget measured a slight velief, in that
the basic rate of income tax was reduced
from 47% per cent of taxable income to
45 per cent. Were this the sum total of
the government’s interest in our pockets,
this would be bad enough, but for many
vears the Britich people had to pay ex-
tremely high taxes like 160 per cent on
luxury goods {e.p., jewelry), 68 per
cent on semi-luxuries, with a minimum of
25 per cent on fairly essential things like

‘pencils. Practically the only articles other

than medicines upon which no substantial
purehase tax wasg pald were various basic
food items.

It is & result of these extremely siring-
ent megsures thal, with comparatively
small military aid in the past year, Britain

_has manoged fo keép o weory head above

Her econcmic waters, |¥ would be very
dificolt indeed for me te convey the num-
Bor of restrictions which hove heen neces-
séry to ensur¢ fhe country's partial gol-
veﬂcy.

Last year, before the Toxies came to
power, as a result of the Korean war the
térms of trade had bheén going in favor
of primary-producing countries, against
industrial natiens, The very many rea-
sohs for thig illuminate clearly various

- prob]ems of the capitalist system but are

of iittle relevance to our present consid-
eration. Nevertheless, with the stabiliza-
tion of the Korean war and the réorien-
tation of the British economy to a war
footing, this country has been able to take
considerable advantage of the freshly
blowing world trade winds. Chancellor of
the Exchequer E. A. Butler has honestly
admitted the important contribution made
to our erstwhile reecovery by a more fa-
vorable world economic situation.

Last year’s Budget, 2s we wrote at the
time, was designed to produce a nieasure
of deflation. By cutting investments and
a policy of harder money, the Conserva-
tives managed te produce such a slowing
of ité velocity that the cost-of-living in-
dex has risen little since last June. This
policy aided the economy by décfeasing
home deriand and therefore decreasing
imports. Thus, despite a 2 per cent fall
in productivity, the heaviest arms budget
in peacetime history, and a fall in ex-
ports, last year’s deficit of the Unitéd
Kingdom of 398 million pounds was con-
verted to a surplus of 291 million.

"INCENTIVE" BUDGET

From more pruciical view, fhe present
Budget, Besides stoppiiig the d‘eﬁuiionu\'y
policy, Ras been called an “Incentive™
budget. Among its ﬁrévu‘lons are:

(1) Decrease ¢f income tax, as men-
tioheéd above.

(2) Décrease of purchase {ax.

(3¥ Excesg-profits levy to be end¥d, and
allowances of 20 per cént made for capi-
tal expenditure on industrial bulldmgs,
40 per eént on mines, and 20 per cent on
plant and machinéry.

. {(4) Estate and death duties—which
hdve, ificidentally, been two of the most

us. Antl-Franco Commiittee —

(Conﬂ’nned froin page 2}

rade Tomes Centeno. Not content with
this, these miserable liars have attempted
to dishoner his bome by publishing a no-
‘lrce in the official press saying that he was
-‘Hie leader of @ "gang of bondits." We pro-
clabn to the world that Tomas Centena
was pg’es:d’en‘l of the Spanish underground
Socialist Porty; that he wes imprisoned
because he wos a socialist; that he was
assassingfed becanse he was a socialist.

“For us, tell your people this: that
anti-fascist Spain cannot understand the
activity of your government in aiding
the enemies of the Spunish. people; that
there are no strategic reasons, nor po-
litical considerations, .hor financial con-
siderations which can jusiify, before the
tribunal of conscience, this monstrosity
which supposes that one can combat a to-
tdlitarianism in Moscow by helping a
totalitacianism in Madrid. Tell your peo-%
ple that Franco has tried to create a faise
diléemma, a faialiem in which the only
choice is between his fascism and Russian
Communism, The dilemma is false. The
Spanish people have demonstrated that
between fascisrt and communism there
stilt existy freadom and democracy.

“To you, our ¢comrades, falls the honor
t6 show that the Americdn people WIII
not help and protect Spanish tyranny.”

Followinig the reading of these mes-
sages, the meeting was addressed by Gus-
tavn Dorado; secretary-general of the
Confederation’ of Spanish Societies in
New Yok, and by Dr. Jesus de Galindez,

f N ] - “,
Don't Miss the ISL's

"MAY DAY DINNER
on May Day eveding
ISeé Pae &)

1emeaent&twe of the Basque delegation
in that confederation., Dr., Galindez told
the meeting that *what you are doing for
the United States of America i§ gome-
thinpg: which MeCarthy and the others
canaot understand.” He insisted that to-
talitarianism of all kinds must be fought
by the assertion of positive principles of
Justice and equality gather than by sim-
ply oppeosing it or its extengion.

URGE ACT]ON

Norman Themas #hen dell’vered a speech
in which he attacked the "practicolity” of
glving military ond finoncial swppert to
Fronce. Although Thomas said that he is
for "heavy armament” against the spl‘ecld
of Stolinism, he emplmsr:ed the Idea ﬂwi
"the net total of our posiﬂoh depends on
whete we will stand ideclogicdlly.” He in-
sisted that regardless of thé formal recog-
nition of Franco's regime by the American
goverament, we must "cry ouf nlghf and
doy agdinst e Spabish dictotershkip.”

The meeting closed with brief address-
s by Dr. Robert Alexatder of Rutgers
University, Joe Shane, edircational direc-
tor of the Knitgoods Workers local of the
International Ladies Garment Workevrs
Union, who spoke on behalf of ILGWU
Vice President Louis Nelson, and Miss
Victoria Kent, minister p]empotentlary
of the Spamsh Government in Exile who
addressed the meéting in Spanish.

The meeting adjourned after a collec-
tion was taken to support the work of the
committee, and after passing resolutions

against any aid by the-American govern- .

ment te Franeo, and urging the CIO,
ATL and independent unions to réiterate
their stand against the government’s
Franeo policy. They were urged to acti-
vate their anti-Franco poliey by al) heans
at their disposal. Copies of the resolutions
are to be sent to the proper government
officers, the American labor movement,
and the Spanish anti-fascist movements
in' Europe and Spain.

Next Week's

Labor Actien
is cur annual spécial number sclely devoted to présedting the
Indépendent Socialist viewpoint on a specific subject. I will
dedl with
SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY
and the issue as a whole will be the eéﬁivaien} of a 40-page
pamphlet on the topic.

important leveling factors since the war
—can now he paid in chattels. This is to
prevent the very rvapid outflow of artistic
treasures, many to America.

(3) Undoubtedly to catch votes, the
government has exempted amateur sports
and country cricket from entertainments
taxes, This-clever measure will ¢ost the
government only about $600,000 in rev-
enue, but will be worth its weight in votes.

Hugh Gaitskell, former Labor chancel-
for of the exchequer, delivered a heavy
attack on the Budget, in submitting it to
a penetrating analysis.

Brtler had tried to prove that the im-
provement in the country’s economic po-
sition had, cccurred 4s.a result of govern-
ment guidance, and government planning.

Nothing could be forther from the fruth,
Asao result of measuras taken in last yeur 's
Budget fo causé defation, a measure of
stagnation had been seen in our economy.
Not anly production, overﬂme. mveshnent
dnd :onsumpﬁon hud gote down, but theré
had been morg shor‘t time in focteriss than
in" the previdus financial yeor.

Gaitskell was glad that the Conserva-
tives had abolished the excess profits
levy, but wanted it to be replaced by a
special profits tax, which would obtain
the revenue but not decrease the incentive
to increased production. Finally, Gaits-
kell made the point that fo make pedple
buy more, he should héve decreased the
taxes for poorer people, and cut purchase
tax. These were far more efficient méas-
ures and much fairer to the working
class, ‘ :

To analyze the Budget provisions, it
mugt be stated first that thére eertainly
has been a cobsiderable improvement in
this countrv's financial position.

| would ascribe this firsty to & stabili-
zation of the economy on a near-war foot-
Ing. It is the turnover of an economy which
is itself so costly.

A second factor has been the .cutting
of iniports from Europe. This form of
unilateral economic restriction may pro-
duce itg adverse results next year, when
the effects of similax cuts by lhe Conti-
nental powers have been feli, But the cut-
ting of imports has been at least as much
a falling off of prices, due to inereased
world production of many basic products,
and the reorientation following the pe-
riod of Korean stockpiling.

Yet another impertant factor has been
the ch greater confidence in steriing.
This has been evident because world stock
markets feel much more secure dealing
with Tory than with Labor government
stoek. Furthermore, the confidence of
businessmen in this country has natorai-
Iy been move than helpful for a right-
wing administration: such confidenee hds
oftén expressed itself in a spirit of co-
operation and tolérance neithér expected
by nor shown to the Labor Party.
LESSONS

| consider $hut this Budget has displayed
maity lessons +o Hhé Labor Party. Firstly,
urless the party is prepared. fo abunden
any pretense to socialisi, it cadnb? exgéct
to rui Britlih copitalism with grédter aid
from world capitatists hdit they aééord to
their owh norinees. If the Lahar Party
wants to run Britain ai o soclalist perdy, it
must not only destroy the power of British
cdpitullsts but olsd protect itself from
the severities of climote of world reaction.

The Budget has clearly demonstrated
th4t whend it comes to Funning capitalism
in this esuntry, Britain is totally 4t the
merey of world forces beyond her own
control. Further, when it comes to run-
ning the ecapitalist part of the economy,
maybe the Consérvatives can do as well
as Labor. Labor’s niission, properly, is o
work to transform the system, not to com-
pete with the Conservatives in the field
of ranning eapitaiism,

If seems highly likely that both the
Tories in England and Eisenhower in
Ameérica will gain credit for any “relaxa-
tion in world tetision.” Whatever that will
do to an Amsrican economy ai present,
I am not at all sure. In this country, how-
ever, it -will strongly militate to the ad-
vintage of the Tdries. They know this,
and’ they may ever have an electlon this
year to prove it.

The Labor Party hés a severe task fo
demonsiraté that it deéserves to be the
government rather than the Tories. Onlv
by advocating a sorialiat poliey-—and an
jmaginative one at that—edn they hope
to show the people that they have some-
thing different to offer which may pro-
duce moré stéble and permanent solu-
tions ta British economiz problems. Just
at present, however, the Tories have
many trumps in their hands.
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ISL FUND DRIVE

We Can Get It
Over the Top

By ALBERT GATES
Fund Drive Direcfor

The Fund Drive is within striking dig-
tance of completing the quota of $11, 508,
Ancther excellent week, which saw con-
tributions of $1228 sent in, raized the
total income to $9182 o1 79.2 per cent of
our goal. In the final phase we neéd to
raise $2317 to reach 100 per cent of the
national quota. Can we o it? There is
a very good sign that we can, though it
will need the concerted effort of every
I;ranch in the country to put us over thé
op.

This week saw a considerable reshuf-
fling of the standings. General led the
field with 3500 collected, raising its stand-
ing to 109.8 per cent, or second in the
standings, It still lags behind Strentor,
which remaing at the top with {20 per
cent. i

Right_ behind General are three hral‘lcﬁe-s
whick entered the 108 per cest s!undfnq
this week The Soclallst Youth Leugue.
wlllch has done exceptionally well in fhis
campoign, has passed Its quofa of SH.‘(
dnd now has 101.6 per cent. The SYL is
c?o;ely followed by Detroit with Y015 per
cont and Cleveland wlfh 100.6. These fwo
Brdnthes have also ‘done remurkablg well
)] e drive, dnd Defrofd Yhinks If cuﬁ fise
even bigher than ﬂ's presént standing.

DON'T LET UP

Sevéral of fhe contestmg ATORS are-
preity closé to making it, tod. 09 £a££i
with 80 per eent, New York with 7.4
Chicago with 77.4 are within strlkmg d;s-
tanée, New York and Chicags have the
larger amounts to get but they have been "
doing a goad job in thése two cities and
we would not he at all surprised thag fhe y
will make the 160 per cent w1thm ke
neXt two weeks. If they do, we are cer-
tain that we will doast in.

.No. ane need rest easily, however, thint-
|ng that it is_a r.eriainty There, are, sttt
secﬂ'ons whmh are_lagging fcr enouglm Qe-

g

I-und to threafan the success. of the todal 2

campulgn Thése are the less-ﬂmn -sixty
percenfel;s. They cen well mu&e ‘!&e difs -
ferancé between the drive ending of 10
per cent or_folling short of that amount,

Buffalo and Philadelphie with 63.6 and -
51.6 are in a position to improve then:'
standings easily, but Newark and Seatﬁle
are dangezously low &t this stage of the
campaign. With 24 and 16 per cent re-
spectivély, they have a real job ghesd to
make their relatively reasonable quotas.
We are disappointed in Indidgni and
Akron, from whom we have not yvet re-
céived a token payment on their quotas.

We have to really put on & full head of’
stéam in the next couple of weeks to guar-
antee completron of our national guota
50 thit we can celebrate May Day with a
féeling of redl acdcomplighiment.

s - 5 '

Box Score

Quota Paid %
TOTAL $11,500.. S9187.75 . 79.3
Stréator . 25 36 . 120
General ........ 1,075 1181 109.8
Cleveland ........ 200 203 101.6
SYL . 1,250 126375 1615
Detroit ... 500 503 - 1008
Oregon ... B0 50 100 -
8t. Louis ... 25 25 140
Pittsburgh ...... 150 133 88.6
Oskland ....... 500 400 80
New York ... 4,000 2096 774
Chicago ........ 1,800 is18 73.1
Reading ... 50 35 70
Los Angeles ... 600 382 83.6
Buffalo . 6BO 345 B3
Philddelphia .. 250 129  51.6
Newark 250" 4/ 24
Séattle ... 200 32 18
Akron ... 50 0 0
Indiana ... 75 0 0
AL rd
/ —\

YOU'RE INVITED

to speak your mind in the letier cobimn
of Labor Action. Qur policy is to fmbhsh
letters of general political inierest, re-
gardless of views. Keep them fo 50O
words. ' ) o |
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§  EMGELS' DRAFT OF "COMMUNIST MANIFESTO"

£

B
oo
1

".'-f-;.""- 3

L

Tl T
i i

5

i

" Ry PHILIP COBEN

- . Druring the past year or so a number of

publications have appeared which should

" be of interest to the student of Marxism,

‘and it will be worthwhile to note them

in this column. L.4aBOR ACTION has already

given attention to: Marx’s History of

. Eeonemic Theories (the “fourth volume™

of Capital}, and The Russian Menace to
~Europe, by Marx and Engels.

For this week we draw your attention’

- fo 4he recent publication of that short osd
. wery interesting first droft of the Com-
menist Muanifesto whick wos made by
Friedrich Engels, and which goes wnder
the ditle of Princlpies of Communism. Iw
a sew trensiation by Paoul Sweexy it is
now aveilable in pamphiet form, published

" by the Monfhly Review, price 25 cents.
Ergeis' Principles of Communism has
been oui of print for over a decade, and

- was never easily available even then. The
. pamphlet edition put out around 1923,
with Max Bedacht's franslation, is a
- rapity even with collgetors; snd its other
publication in this country was as an ap-
pendix to the book-size annotated edi-
tion by D. Riazanov of The Communist
Manifesto—which is nearly as scarce, and
prohibitive in price when it is found.
{Sweezy notes also an Australian edi-

. tion in Eupglish.) It may be that the
- present new edition will be just as scarce
" in 3980. We recommend you get it now.

In 3847 Marx and Engels were.charged
* by -the Communist League with the fask

. of rawing up the league’s program. As.

Engels explains in his introduction te
the finished version of the Communist
Manifesfo, the new Marxist group then

‘ prefetred to call itsel{ “Communist” ‘in’
., order {o distinguish iis views from the

tvarioug types of “socialists” of the period.

Later on, when Marxist socialism. vir--

‘tually swept the field clean of these
; earlier movements, this use of “Commu-
! nism’* became identical with Marxist so-
. cialisw, up until the Russian Revolution.
Engels' Principles, like the Communist
- Manifesto itself, has "a section devoted
-to thé pre-Marxian “soclalism” from
Cwhich they distinguished themselves.

“TWO PASSAGES

- Two passages in the Principles of Com-
. mauigon. are perhaps best known, or at
tleast have been meost often mentioned in
. Marxist lterature. Sweezy points to one
-of these in his brief introdaction: Engels’
.answer to Question 16 (the form of the
work is guestion-and-answer).

"Wiii the peaceful abelition of private

. - property be posiibie?” asks Engels, and

I the onswer- he givas has never appealed
-#o those industrious Marxz-sscholars whs
coflect fsolated quototiens for govern-
men¥ prosecutors on "force ond violeace.”

Engels vepliess (and we should read
FMarzist” where he writes “commu-
nigtPy—

“It would be desirable if this could
happen, and the eommunists would cer-
tainly be the last to oppose it. Commu-
nists know only teo well that all con-
.spiracies are not only useless but even
Charmful, They know all tdo well that
‘vevolutions are not made intentionmally
and arbitrarily, but that everywhere and
always they have been the necessary con-
sequence of conditions which were wholly
independent of the will and direction of
individual parties and entire classes. Bot
they 4also see that the development of
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the proletariat in nearly ali civilized
countries has been violently suppressed,
and that in this way the opponents of
communism have been working toward
a revolution with all their strength. If
the oppressed proletariat is inally driven
to revolution, then we communists will
defend the interests of the proletarians
with deeds as we now defend them with
words,”

Another passage is equally famed; for
obvious reasons Sweezy does nof eall
it to his readers’ attention. As an inde-
pendent (that is, non-CP)} Stalinist,
Sweezy emphasizes Stalin's old socialism
in cne country” theory as a foundation
of his own ideology; he siresses it, as a
matter of fact, as strongly as the Stalin-
ists used io.

It koppens that Engels took up this ques-
tlon direcHy and explicitly in Question 1%:
“Will i+ be possible for this revelution
to take place in one country aione?” His
answer begins fatly “Ne.” Discassing o
coupie of reaseas for #his, he continves:

“It follews that the communist revolu-~

tion will be not merely a national phe- -

nomenon but must take place simultan-
eously in all eivilized ecountries, that
is to say, at least in England, Americs,
France and Germany,

This part of the reply is sometimes
cited to indicate that Engels was even
claiming that a revolotionary seizure of
power must break out “simuitaneousiy”
in aill advanced countries—which, of
course, wonld be nonsense—but there is
no real reason to interpret his thought
in this way. The reply continues: ’

- %1t will develop in each of these coun-
tries more or less rapidly according as
one country or the other has a more de-

veloped industry, greater wealth, a more-

significant mass of productive forces, ...
It i= a universal revolution and will ac-
_cordingly have a universal range.” .

On another page Engels writes (Ques-
tion 11}: “It follows that if the work-
ers in England or France now liberate
themselves, this must set off reveolutions

sooner orslater -mustyaceomplish the lib-
eration of their respective working class-
es” It is perfectl® elear here that

Engels is not thinking of “simultaneous™

"rexolutionarg «.dolzures (of power,, but
rather, that he is taking up exactly the
$ame guestion & Stalin did—and giving
exactly the contrary aniwer.

STRESSES DEMOCRACY

In other sections Engels sketches the
rise of capitalism, ity economic laws and
the meaning of socialism. The Principles
contains one of the not-very-plentiful
passages, by either of the founders of
scientific socialism, which summarize the
social goal they set—the new social order.
This brief definition under Question 14:
“a system in which all these branches of
production are operated by society as a
whole, that i3, for the common account,
according to a common plan, and with
the participalion of all wmembers of so-
ciety.” (lialies added,)

In Question 18, farthermore, he
stresses that the socialist revolution “will
establish a democratic constitution” and
that through democratic institutions “the
direct or indirect dominance of the pro-
letgriat” comes into being. It is inter-
esting $o note, however, that while mak-
ing this perfectly eclear he ends up in
Question 14 with the following summary:
“In fact, the aboelition of private prop-
erty is doubtless the shortest and most
significant way to characterize the revo-
lutien . . . and for this reason it is
rightly advanced by communisis as their
main demand.”

The point is, that while Engels views
democracy as integral to socialism, as dis-
tinet from modern Stalinoids whe in prin-
ciple equate socialism merely with "ma-
tionalization ("abolition of private prop-
perty"i—he does point te the laHer, the
mere agonomic form, as the "shortest and
most significant way #o characterize the
revolution™ in terms of a "main demand.”
He doubtless could net-even have imagined
the modern Stalinist thesis that the eco-
nomic form not only can but must exist

. without the democratic content, whife s#ili
continuing o call the bastard resulé by
the name of soclalism,

Much of the popular expianation of

. Marxist ideas is oversimplified in .the .

_ Pripciples, even as compared with the
‘Comniunist Manifesto, but, then, it was
intended as 4 very simple statement-in-
deed:. Thztt is one of its usefal features.

The Mechanical Stoolpigeon in the Classroom

OAKLAND, April 2—Near the shore in
an abandoned Kajser shipyard at Rich-
mond, California, there squats a small
institution of higher learning, Contra
Costa Junior College. In the quonset huts
and “temporary” buildings that serve as
classrooms and campus, sithovetted by
rusting giant c¢ranes, several hwuwndred
students from the almost entirely work-
ing-class area of the northeust San Fran-
cizeo Bay region have been getting a
taste of college life since the end of
World War TL.

Heretofore there has never been any
indication that this small school weould
ever get publicity on a national seale; n
fact, even area-wide publicity would have
come as a surprise to the students and
facolty up until this week. Few besides
those who attend or woerk there have ever
seen it, 50 out of the way is its location.
It is not rich enongh to support soccess-
ful athletic teams, nor have the students
the money or time to engage in athletics
or the éxtra-curricular activities which
are the main sources of publicity for most
schools, .

This will now be changed, no doubt. It
is just a matter of time until everyone
whe is vitally interested in academic
freedom will hear and knew the name
Contra Costa J. C. L

On April 13, the Board of Trustees
settled a long dispute and voted to ap-
prove the use of Mawc and. Engels’ Com-
munist Manifeato in the school’s *Great
Books” course. If there are those who
doubt that even this in itself, in these

troubled times, will bring the school much

/-\
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publicity, the condition attached to the
approval by the Trustees will end all
doubts.

Attorney George R. Gordon of Martinez,
vice-chairman of the board, ond C. T.
dutler, boord secretary, shated in addition
that "if the book, sometimes known a3 the'
bible of Communist philosophy; i3 fo be
used, the student discussions of e book
must be recorded for review by the trus-
tees.” _

The one compensation other than the.
low tuition that attendance at this smail
school once held was the freedom of in-
gquiry due to the libéral curricolum and
lack of outside interference, as is some-_
times the ease in a sroall and little-known:
ingtitution. Justifisble pride was taken
in this by both students and faculty, for
Contéa Costa J. C. offered those who
came to learn a more open market for the
discussion of ideas than any of the nsa-
tionally known eolleges and universities.

in the Bay Area; in a3 mature atmosphere *

almost completely devoid eof the *rah-’
rah” atmosphere of “college life.”

A fight to preserve -this ztmosphere,
vital to learning, can be made-and madie
snecessfully. A student-facuily organiza-
tion built around the need to abtain the

. right to stody and discuss freely any and .

alt books that contain information oh the
subject matiter of a course could do the .
job, ali the more successfully if this or-
panization enlisted -the help of the trade
unions that are strong in their area and
of which many of the students are mem-
bers. '

SCIENCE

THE ASTIN CASE: POLITICS VETOES SCIENTIST

-

By CARL DARTON

The encreachment of polfﬁt,lo:s on science continual:ly',..beifgmgs‘ﬁ}é;;'e",.‘by.;a&en. The
latest tncident involves sueh a’prosaic subject as lead Stofage Batteries. The current .

. : " FEYOLLWONS . . Washington episode emphasizes that purges in science are not confined to the
in all other countries-~revolutions which  Washingt e y poree :

“Eastern world,” and when the American ideclogy of commercialism js threatened,
“resignations” (fortunately, unaccompanied by confessions as yet), quickly foliow.
The storage battery saga, sordid ;%gts“dgtails as well as its implications, started

with -a routine report of

listed as worthjesg- af!iu.‘lﬁﬁ_'ér‘:-ﬂ?

dtfonal Pureau of Standards in 1951 This report
en of ymatéiials. offered commercially for rejuvenating or
prolonging the life of lead storage batferies. Among the products listed was Battery

AD-X2, mostiy sodium and magnesium sulfate, manufactured by Pioneers, Inc.,
Oakland, Calif. Pioneers, as the result of these revealing scientific tests, suffered a

large loss in sales.

Using the political way to maintain their profits this company, early in 1952,
secured the assistatice of the Seénate Small Business Committée. Later .in the year
this committee issued a stalement baséd upon hastily planned tests of the Massachu-

setts Tostitute of Technology which irdf- ™
eated that the battery additive fully met
the claims of the manufacturer and was
beneficial. Thereafter followed charge
and ‘countercharge, in which Allen V,
Astin, director of the NBS, firmly but
with dignity. defended the scientific valid-
ity of the original NBS report. Also en-
gineers and chemists of leading storage-
battery companies soppoited the NBS
report and condemned the Senate com-
mitiee statement ag being “a legal or po-
litical document rather than an impartial
technical report.”

©n March 31 Drew Pearson's colsmn
broke the news of Directar Askin's forced
resignatien, This was confirmed later in
the-day by the Department of Commerce.
It. was pointed out by Pearson that in its
50 yenrs of exisience pofitics had tradi-
tiopally been kept out of the NBS. How-
ever, so powerful was the wirepulling that
after the Post OMice Department placed
Battery AD-X2 on the moil-fraud list on
March 3, Secretary of Commerce Weeks
personally argued ond pleaded with Post.
master General Summerfield and persuad-
ed him to suspend the moll-fraud order.
Paorson called this the guickest reversal
of froud seen in the postal départment in
years.

THE CAPITALIST MIND

Furthermore Assistant Secretary of
Commerce Shaeffer, a Wisconsin support-
er of McCarthy, unsuceessfully put pres-
sure on the American Chemical Society
toe suppress publication of the NBS re-
port. Shaeffer also banned further eircu-
ation of the report from the NBS files,

¥n his April 1§ column Pearson dis-
closed the previous interest by Shaeffer,
a fountain pen manufacturer, in the Bu-
reau of Standards. It seems  that .the
trouble started when the Federal Trade

Commission asked Shaeffer to preve. bis-. -

advertisements that their pen réally last- -
ed "a lifetime.” The Bureau of Standards, -

- at the request of the FTC, set.up s series. .

of tests for the pen;but apparently asked. .-

5

hood -of pungters—is’ a

Shaeffer such embarrassﬁi'rﬁl‘g' ;questions -
that he withdrew cooperation in the tests. .

rival in Washington told friends that he
planned te shake up the NBE for the
maneer in which they had handled the
pen tests.

- According to Pearsen, Shaeffer on his.ar- -

The payof¥ in the whole incident way the -
stotement of Secretary of Commerce .

Weelis: 'l thisk the NES has. not been suf-

ficiently objective, becuuse they discount -
entirely the play of the market ploce .. . -

| propose e get the best brains.) can-find
to examlee into the function and objectives
of the NBS and re-evalvate them in reia-
tion to the American business community
and other agencies of government.”

This highlights what has been all joc
evident, that while Eisenhower is-busy on
the golf course and leaves Conpress
pretty much to itself, the *“American
business community” is consolidating it-
self in Washington. It is apparent that
it will stop at nothing to eliminate all
“impracticals” who, using scientifie evi-
dence or mot, challenge in the least way,
its thirst for profits.

The Federstiorn of American Scientists -

and Dr. B. V. Conden, former NBS direc-
tor and president of the American Assoe-
ciation for the Advancement of Science,
have sprung to the defense of Dr. Astin,
demanding a complete and iadependent
investigation of his ouster. A temporary
victory was won when Weeks suspended
Astin’s ouster pending further inguiry.
It will, however, take more than this to
reverse the habit of busiress, botk in and

ott of the government, of throttling the .
activities of science when they interfere -
with profits. More and more, seience, -

either in the “Hast” or “West” is only
“free” when in accord witledominant po-
litical: and economic objectives.

- What science, as well as society. as . a
whole, really needs—and we offer.this at

the Tisk ofibeing ousted:from: the brother-. ;

eialism: - et
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For the Third Camp
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Chicage . “The proposals for peace have been platitudinous, since the' [I
’ bourgeoisie iz sure enly of its main objective—to maintain the * |7 |
capitalist setup and to decide its tactics, methods and slogans -
sccording to the concrete situation. All prOpogals are, meenahst -
{in their economie aspects and include a police club as an essentigt |- -

adjunct—since ‘justice’ as a password is not sufficient to dlsguise ]
- expl ttation as the praetise. .

’ﬁ
. “Only socialism on a world Scale can abolish imperialist war, |-
_ . - ) ] Only, socizlism ‘can bring seif-discipling and self-development in- | '
Revluttanary greetlngs to. the stead of bureaueratic regimentation, Only soeialism can make ad- e
L/ N & > & : LS ; - : ministration the servant of men and the master of things—rather | 0

: : than the bureaucratic master of men and the servant of capitalist | 4

monopoly production. Only the socialist reorgani zat;on of spciety " [-

can be the angwer and the road open to the masses.” |

soc ia. list youth of the world:|  —riogess e it b
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the Fi ht
the Thtrd Camp’ Keep Up ¢ rig
for a

New York Socialist Youth Leagwe SOC|a||$t Amerlca

- . Chicago ISL

s

i e e
i -

'M ‘Car’fhv Doesn’t Scare Usl t

of World Labor — pay pay Geeenves |

) famge ol ~.

At il vt RS AR

Organize Youth for o -

e
e
¥ :

T R S

. w S, n:':..l'il.l..iﬁ-'-e;h_l_a. . J&fbh'ﬂm

.-a- ~ ..._ﬁ-'. s, ..|". 1."-.‘
“ﬁ-.@'h' ,El:hf.. ﬁjl‘,-, W'.m& . ..,3-11 ﬂ'h‘""" "ﬁ:"ﬁ'ﬂ'”‘iﬁ 1-'4. J, ._F = I'g' 'u‘" Ry .g-riF Pyl * |




L. -;'-.. kS -"".-". e 4 ot e . t. ,;. 5 = .
B e = e o ‘.-,a?rﬁf-ﬁ.é@-#h'w

i g

[ —

A DIS(USSION PAG[ N

By The Muowmg discussion artiele is con-
B . HLributed by a young socialist who, us his

i article states at the beginning, “has been
L dyiven by the course of events” to «
Whird Coanp position on the wer. He in-
wftes us to commenld, if we will, on his
© Sleas. We certainly welcome his essentigl
ailew o1 the reed for building Third Camp
o Forces in the world indepeudent of the
, -.f.uo gwmta of the eold-was camps, bascd
\ w it 45 on hiz anelysiz of the U, SU's capi-

d-' .

| ' iq'n':st foreign policy. That i3 most impor- .

. #int, os the essential step toward a gen-
| ainely socialist war position, despite what
5 e would consider some ingdequacios tn
: 15 Formulation here and there.
T Of these the point which we wewld
ihost Qike to discuss with kim some tme
-5 Ris view thuat “the chn of soctalists i
storid politics should be wn agreement
wbhich would leave the world still divided
into revel sp.“%eres of mﬂuem:e butd avonld
whable Europe and Asia to swrvive . . . a8
ﬂdeolaywal bridges between the two
© liants We wotdd ask Comrade Gérsh' to
4 tuns%dé‘f whether or not this sounds like
& recommendalion that socialists necept
" the imperialist stotus gue in the world.
L FVe-would ourselves urge that the aim of
| wbcicdists 4u world politics is to work for
i Fhe abolition of both systems of exploit-
 fiam, copitelist end Stelinist, together
o bith their' control over other specples
e r‘apkeres of influence), and thaf even
i, -mo're smaediately, no lasting ‘peace can
" wbst_upon acceptance, of the division of.
TF me world Tnta spheres of influence, with
L without « bridge—Ed.

#y GABRIEL GERSH

J ‘Perhaps it_may. be worthwhile, 2 amid
g ‘t’ne doubts and’ ungeitaintiés which péset
* ds nowadays on all sides, for a socialist

5 set down as frankly as he.can the

Third Camp position to which he has

Peen driven by the codrse of événts, T

ﬂfd&l to do thzs 1 nst first try o briefly

% exp]am why I am o socialist.

i . Socighism is an attempt. to baild _a.

_=ociety n which there will..be a fair

chande for- everyone to. give his best io

the cowmmon service and to receive every-

#  thing “that is needed for decent, healthy

} ahd enjoyable living. Socialism iz based

) apon the belief that it is posmble to estab-

©  lish sccial and economic institutions

}5 . .mnecessary for economic secutity without

| ‘turning individuals inteo mstluments ot
' the state.

At hottom, it is much léss an economic
phlicy than ¢ way of lite. The economic
changes which socialists stand for are
:plit forward not for their own soke but
‘ak g means of advancing the well-being'and
Bbppiness o} #hi people.

Secialism is desirable and possible; but,
-though possible, it is*h very difficult ideal
10 trapsfate into terms of pr actical poli-
ttcs in the world today. During the past
féw yegrs, Buropean and Aslan socialist
gﬁverr&nents have dorie much to fuffill

Mlallst program. omestically, they
ve made more advances toward social-
tha most pedple Lhought possxb‘(e
hls ig, why conservatives and reaction-
_aies thmughcut the world are b upset;
“the ver'y basis of their philosophy is that
-economm weil-being and ec{(ual opportnn-
1t;y £6r a1l cafinot be made to work.

: And yet, it must be udmitted, in this’
uhstable world situatlon, evePything
Muropéaii dnd Asian sogidlisii' has
méhioved rests on suél ghaky fouhdations
[ that dobody can’ bé sure whéthér it méy
nét Be swebpt away by a war agiinst
“+which neither high ideals nor setind do-
mestxe policies can offelr ahy pretectmn
- For socialisng, in the world today, is
sdueezed between two world colossi, each
wvastly superior to it in phymcal re-
.mourees and armed might,

FOR 'THIRD FORCE'

JIn short, socialists a¥¢ trapped Letween
%the Russian and the American leviathans.
Unfoxtunately, soclahsts are in no posi-
+idn to const:tute a thud bloc .in the
| i cohfifet fof worla“power A® Tird Foree,
if thouht'of a5 méaning at*armed force
:ab‘f[e to defend itself in war, is just non-
sehge. If the Third Force has any mean-

n¢ as I believe it has, it is a meaning:
dn terms not of armed strength but of
1déas held by many people in many
codntries.

i What exnctly is h
me‘nns. ill tha¥

Third Fdfce? 1%
rop’éan ahd Asiod.

[ -ieVehp an ideological poatera of their
1k ﬂi'n which wonld be different frnm both

.

" cdohntties uiﬂis? séelalist 16dtership would”

This Third Force would be a blend of
socialist planning, social justicé and po-
litical freédom. It would help the colgnidl
peoples along the roAd of enlightenment
and emancipation. It would try to prevent
unemployment and the other scourges of
capitalism. The ideological Third Force
is something with which Stalinism wounld
find it much harder to compete than
with diseredited capitalism and colonial-
ism, as still represented by the United
States,

The ideas of European and Asian so-
cialism, if they can be expressed in for-+
eign policy move effectively than they
have been in the past, may wet enahle
the ne‘cessary social changes to tauke
place in our tifme without the thréat of
war. At the very least, they are a more
effective defense against Stalinism than
America’s negative policy of military
strength, .

. st
ON U. S. POLICY ,

Granted that the Third Force is de-
sirable, how can it be made effective in
a two-bioe world? I believe that the erux
of the problem lies in Europe’s and Asia’s
relahon with Amenca When economic
aid was offéred the fon- commiunist world
after World War if, Eiirope and Asia
were told that there were no military
conditions attackied to it and that it would
not make them satellites of America in
the war, hot or cold, against comimunizm.
Today, however, Europé dfd A fiid
themselves tied to a military program
that involves precisely this, and commits
thém to heavy military cdsts which aké
courting economic disaster

It may be argued that this is due to
Rquaé.’s 1mper1@dlst ﬂes:gns on Western
Europe and Asia; that hy followitig' a
post-war career of expanéuon the Rus-
sians made its conversion inte a military
allianée inevitable, That is substantially
true; but its truth does not alter the
fuct that the resnlt is disastrous.

-1¥ is disastrous ebove olf for soclu{lsp‘l
because, os long as the cold war con-
tinues; - the working«ciais movement
throughout Enrope and Aslu is bduRd {o

Piobleins of War

To the Editor:

I have alveady dealt with the fitst
three paragraphs of the addendum to
the London Letter of Feb. 17, publishéd
it LA of March £ undey the title of
“Some Qestions of War Poliéy.” It ré-
mains for me to amplify the two fol-
lowing parvagraphs that 3Lutr:h ugdn the
socialist attitude to (1) a Bevanite La-
bor Bfitain and a Frahco Spain linked
toffether in a Western war alliance, and
(2) the socialist attitude to a colonigl
country, fited with the prospect of 1He
restoration of the status quo by a mem-

bér-country of the Western allianee,

looking toward the USSH for help and
assistance.

The formulatiéh which seems to have
ecaused the tréuble is this: “a Bevanite
Labex Britain trailing on the left of the
Western camfl would miérit a different
and less ‘sectarian’ approm,h thah a
Franco Spain.” Clearly, what is"impled
in this formulation is that as socialists
we would characterize the war waged by
the Western bloe as a whole, and in gen-
eral, as an imperialist war. This’ wouid
apply to a Franco Spain, 4 den&ccratlc
capitalist America, a Bevahite Labr
Britain, a bonapartist-capitalist Argen-
tina, a feudal South Keotes, a Titoist
Yugoslavia, or any other country mili-
tavily allied againsi the USSRE.

However, this basic attitude to the
war in general cannot exhaust the
meanmg we attach to the basic prineci-
ple of pursuance of the class struggle
in peace, and ifl war, mdependen‘dy of
its consequences for the bodwems)g. dn
the Second World War, for Wstant;p,
revolutionary socialists dénounced the
war as an_imperialist war. In Britain,
naturally enough, socialists did not let
the matter rest there, They put forward
the profoundly correct slogan of “Break
the coalition” [directed to the Labor
Party, to break the government coalition
with the Tofies—Ed]], .

When the Labor ministers weré éventu-
ally forced to withdraw from the coalition
after the end of the war in'Europe, and
found themselves in effective power with

i

PRO AND CON: DISCUSSION

The Third-Camp Road for Socialists in a W

be spilt so as o be incapable of playing
o decisive rofe either in national affairs
or in’ bulldinq up internatienal collabora-
tion. This is so because the United States
has allied itself with right-wing parties,
as uphalders of private enférprise afd the
status quo: ant flle stren conseqiently
given to reachasary forces drives a large
parf of the working classes into fhe Com-
ist camp. theut a modui vivendi,
'I‘Ile' workers of urope and Asla must re-
maix i a Ilmbo from which escape can
onfy be found In'one or another extreme.

It follows thdt believers in socialism
must seize every opportunity of working
for such an armistice. The* problem is
that there are two conificting views about
the immediate course of action.

INDEPENDENCE FROM U. S.

Some socialists believe thaf the best
hope for peace lies in mobilizing the
military strength of the West and creat-
ing positions of strength on the basis of
which a modug vivendi can be reached
with Russia. OtHer socialists believe that
the more Europe ahd Asia gét tied uf
militarily with Awnderica, the less theé
Waest will be able to relieve the conditions
which breed communism. These socialists
hold that in pm‘sumg a policy of deter-
rence through strength, the United States
is wrecking the economies of the non:
eommupist world and thus relnfmcmg'
the conditions whieh invite communism.

On the évidénce of the last few years,
the second view iz true; un'fortunat,ely,
it does not follow that the first is wholly
wrohg, Western Europe and Asia cannot
do without a gudrantee of American pro-
tection in the event of a Russian j mvas:ou
However, they can avoid® éofiniiting
thémselves to military expendltpi'es
which they can ill afford, and théy shdnld
resist American pressure to accept such
dommitments.

In effect, it Is’ of prime importance o
Eur?peh\l and Aslan socialists td express
ljl actien their independence of Amerlen.
n domg so, they should uppeaf to the
dem,ocroiie forces inside the ¥, §. The
fest Ilope for o recovery of Europeun and

Policy: In Britain

the decisive general election of 1945, the
pOSition of revo utionary. socialists in-re:
spect of the war did not alter. The war
was stil] an 1mperlall,s|. war, even with a
Labor government running part of it
The ¢rimes spainst humanity perpetrated
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, for instance,
were courftenanced by a Laber
ment. . .

And yet there was a chanfe on the patt
of the socialists. The fact that it was =z
working-class party administering the
war, and nrot a Torv-dominated coalition,
was certainly of some consequence. For it
gave the soeialist foredad an” dpportunity
of conecretizing the meaning of the trang-
fovrmation of the imperialist war into a
demeocratic, anti-faseist, anti-capitalist
war. In this zense, the socislist movement

- found itself closer to the center of politi-

cxl events, found’ itgelf more ahle to in-
fluehce’ the. nfass of Lahdk work&rs who
had'votéd o' Eabor governmént into power
in order to ensure a jusi, democratic—in
a word, socialist-——conelusion to the wear.

Quite understandably, the change in
the class dlrectlo‘i'l of the war changed the
attitlide of LeyolutxonaYy socialists not to
thé war biit to the government in power,
This went for the two other Labor gov-
ernments that took part on the side of
the United Nations in the last war—Aus-
tralia and Néw Zealand, |

It is in thid sérise thiat I'have used the
words “less seétarian.” A Bevanite Labor
Britain is obviously prelerable to 2 Tory
Britain. That is, whethes peace or war is
upon_ us. Socialists w?rk for a change in
the elass character of soctety. The victofy
of the Laliof Party,. and’ more partied:
larly the victory of a Bevanite Labor
Party, is the reflection of a change in
class relationships. To this change, social-
ists are far from indifferent. Certainly
ag socialists we would be more sympa-
thetie, less “sectarian,”” to a Bevanite
Labor government than to a Tory gov-
ernment, hecavse such a government rep-
resents the first stage in the fransfor ma-
tion of the imperialist war.

It goes without zaying that a Repub-
lican government in Spain, replacing by

orld of War

in the U. 8.

govern- -

Asian soclallsm lle's in the ability of prog-
ressive forces in the U. 5. to influence ex.
ternal policies and to force recognition in
America that it would be suicidal to de- .
stray cammunism éither by o campaign of
"hbernﬁon s{wrheaded by atomiec-
bombers’ of the counter- revolution, or by
physical containment.
o r - A
ONLY SALVATIQHN
In the meantime, the aim of socialists
in world politics should be an agreement
whizh would léave the world still.divided
into rival spheres of inficence, but would
enable Europe and Asia to survive, not
as satellites of the U. 8., but as ideolog-
ical bridges between the two gmiants.
Under the present circumstances, so-
cialism can but flounder along in the
hope of a turn in events that will restore
its chances; and no such turn can come
eastly as long as the fear of war dom-
inates the situation. Only a detente in
the state of feeling between the dom-
inant groups in the Soviet Union and .
can restore the initiative i
to socialitm by remdving the wiain cause '
that - keeps the mass of the working
classes in both Europe and Asia subser-
vient to the will of Moscow. .
[ believe that the only salvation for
mankind is in averting another war and
in. Working for a modus wvivendi on the
basis of a world in which communism,
capitalism and socialism live together
Thé hépe of this coming about [iés m do-
ing what we can to avoid an absolutely :
elear-cut division of the world into two
campst-which is exactly that the Rus-
sians and the Americans seems determ— -
ined to bring abeut,
World war would be ultimate disaster
for de'mocracy as well as for socialism.
The aim of socialists, ﬂmerefore, is to
bring a Third Fdrce mto bheing Dbefore
the drift toward wif bdtomés inevitable.
The T!nrd Foree cannot now be a great
armed force; it can still, given the right
leadership from. Eunopean and Asia so-
cialism, be 2 dynamlc force for intelli-
gent reasoning and perhaps construetive |
action.

and Colonies

civil war the present Franco government
during such an imperiglist war, would
werit the same attitude that Lenin him-
self indicated after the overthrowal of i
the tsarist regime in the wfke of the
Fehruary Revolution, Lenin shelved the
slogan *Transform the imperialist war
into a civil war,” rot because th¢ war i

- was no longer imperialist but because the

mass movement vesponsible for the over-
throwal of tsarism had vedched 2 new
stage of development. It was a question
of explaining patiently the imperialist
nature of the war. The principles were not
altetel, the taeties had.

0Of eourse, it has been argued that
given an undoubtedly progressive change
in {say) Britain, from a Tory to a Labor
government, what prevents soeialists
from supperting the Labor govermment J
a8 the “first stage in the transformiation
of the war?" To this apparently plausible

rvument the contradictory character of -
such a change kas to be pointed out. On
the onre hand, the change is a step for-
ward, a progressive step at that, which -
merlts the ,syn‘lpathy amd support of so-. H
ciglists. OhA the other, it repiesents a [
temporary strengthening of the imperial-
ist forees waging the war. The fact that
an inefficient Chamberlain government,
stupid tsarist government, or senile g
Franco’ government was replaced might
well énable the émperialist war to be con-
ducted more efficiently, more successfully.
For this reason, Lenin was not prepared
to support & Prince Lvov, Kerensky or
Konovaloy who represented the intervests
of those capitalists who wanted to wage
the tmperialist war more efficiently than
the inept fsarist government,

ON COLONIAL COUNTRIES

On the subject of the colonial countries
in a thivd world war, it has to be re-
membered that the USSR perhaps, and
China almost certainly, will be_able to
“ehgmpion” many of the “backward” co-
lonial countries. Tf, through seme grave
misfortune, the colonial and national par-
ties of Asia or Africa were to “identify™ -

fContinued on page 7)
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Fake Reform b y Polish

By A. RUDZIENSKI

The economic situation of the working
class in Poland has never been too good;
even in the pre-war_ period, the workers’
wages were lower than in Germany,
Czechoslovalia, and France, not to speak
of Great Britain.

But they were always higher than in
Russia, especially Stalin’s Russia. Under
the regime of the Polish “people’s de-
mocracy,” wages have been lower than
pre-war but still higher in purchasing
power {by as much as B0 per cent) than
in Stalinist Ruussia, after 30 vears of
“gocialism” and the "“happy and joyfnol
1ife” under the Kremlin.

For this. resson, affer strengthening
its power the Polish regime reduced the
level of wages to that of Russia, by the
expedient of tying Polish currency Lo the
Russian. By this means it was poss;ble
for it to go ahead with its 6-year plans,
exploiting the enthusiasm of the workers

" and peasants for post-war reconstruction
of the country, relying on promises of
plenty for all after the plans had been
fulfilled.

But, instead, the record of plan-fulfill-
ment gets worse and worse, e‘xplol!’,atlorl
gels greateér and greater, step by step
with po’htical oppression, wages sink
lower and lower, and the goods available
get fewer and fewer. Thus the workers
have lost their enthusiasm for the coun-
try’s reconstruction, and labor produc-
tivity has been going down.

NEW LAW

As the workers resort to “‘abseniee-
ism™ in the factories and wmines, as a
methed of pretection against exploita-
tion, the povernment answers with viclent
campaigns against “vagabonds,”
“tramps,’” “idlers” and so on. The “Peo-
ple’s Courts™ have sentenced many work-

ers to jail or forced-labor camps for
*laziness,” “absenteeism” and  similar
Cl"lmes

But this whole compmgn was ineffective,
and the government was obliged to set up
d new law os wages, tost Jonuary 3, The
new measure abolishes the “card” sysfeiﬂ
for foodstuffs like bread, sugar, mea?, efc.,
which acted as @ wage supplement and
was of substantiol aid to the workers. Now

PRO & CON:

{Continyed frem page &)

themselves with the camp of the “USSR
Chinz and the People’s Democracies,”
the same way that the Buropesan Reslst-
ance movemenis “identified” themselves
with the Western camp, it would be the
duty of secialists to support them—niot-
withstanding their formal adherence to
the Soviet bloe,

Of course, a purely Stalinist-dominated
front is a different matter. What cannot
be denied to such Partisan forces is then-
vight to receive aid and assistance from
the Eastern bloc. That this aid and as-
sistahdé would not be forthcoming unless
certain guite .specific puarantees wete
given to the Stalinists, is beside the point.
Such Partissn movements fighting the
colonial powers of the 0ld or New World
woutd yuickly learn that they could not
rely on eifher mlhtary aid from the Stal-
inist bloe or economic assmtance»-unlex’,s
they became purely instruments of Stal-
inist power-politics.

"Thése elaborations of “Some Questions
of War Policy” will, it is to be hoped
clarify the points at issue.

Whether they coincide with the poligy

. of the ISL on the war is » different mat-
ter altog'ether Perhaps, further discus-
sion on the concrete, partlcular Jssues in-
volved is called for. There is certainly no
d:ﬂ'ereuce on the fundamental quesuons
apa‘ isspes—opposition to imperialism
and Stalinism. Concessions to defensism
are not being considered. Nor for that
matter are concessions fo sectarianism
and ultra-Jeftism being entertained.
What is in dispute are issues of secop-
dary importance. .
Co : Allan VAUGHAN
London, Apnil 15.
[ 3

Comment

On his first subject {(Labor governoment
and war), Comrade Vaughan’s letter cer-
1 tamhr does clarify his, previous remarks
with respeet- 40 the guestions which we

“R'}m—“." 14 r:m'nm:ent. ABO'H' all;’ ke

— =]

ew Burdens on

" tories,

all these goods are on the "free market,”
at o higher price. of course. !
Wages were raised by 40 per cent for
the low brackets between 400-800 zlotys,
and 15-27 per cent for the Z00-2000
bracket. The government claims that the
new system means a gain for the workers
because the new market arrangement

means plenty of goods at stable prices..

The official press commentazy says that
the move is for a transilion from thg
wage-basis to a labor-contract bBasis, that
the latter is more efficient, that it per-
mits the worker to earn morve and to
raise his produclivity.

In reality, the rise in food prices will
be greater than 100 per cent. The price
of a kilogram of bread is now 3 zlotys;
of “kasha,” 3.5 gl.; meat 30 zl, sugar 15

(an increase of Z00 per cent) ; butter
70 zl.; a good dress, more than 1000 zl.;
shoes 300-400 zi. Tt was the frovelnment
which fixed the new prices, and by this
means, the purchasing power of the
nominalty higher wages is down by 38
per cent, with relation to 1949,

HUNGER THE WHIP

- The new law has as its aim the “iran-
sition from the wagé-basis to the labor-
contract basis.” The wage has lost its
importance as the basis of livelihood. Now
the woarker must labor not only on con-
tract, but he will be obliged to put his
wife and children to work in order to
gain the most elementary living.

Hunger Is being vsed os the whip to

“drive the Polish people o work In order to

fulfill the new é&-year plon for new fac-
smelting mills, heavy industry,
aites, ete., under the sign of "guns instead
of butter.”

Heavy industry is bheing built wup
through the methods of primitive uc-
camulation, by inhuman exploitaiion of
the workers such as was known in Great
Britain and Western Eurgpe only at the
beginnings of ecapitalism and described
by Marx in his Cgpitel. This is the *so-
cialismn™ of the Stalinist empire.

What is it for? For the glory of Stal-
inist “socialism,” and, in the first place,
for its war aims. In the opinion of this
writer, all of the regime’s propaganda
about peace and its whole peace offertsive
is only-a smokescreen for war prepara-

makes clear that the “different atiitude”
he spoke of referred “not to the war but
to the government in power,” and that it
referred to an alteration in “tacties,” that

=is, to the soeialist policy on frow o oppose

the war when it is econducted by a Labor
government rather than a Tor_y dominat-
ed government.

. Two comments in addition, which may
be helpful to the discussi_on: (1) As far
gz concerns a change in the class leader-
ship of the government in an 1mper1ahst
war: This change already takes .place
even with an “Attlee Laboy” government,
and not only with a “Bevamte Labor™
goverriment. This elass difference is more
important than the changes that might
fiow from the difference between “Attlee
Labor” or “Bevan Labor™ in power, al-
though Vaugban writés almost exclusive-
ly in terms of the latter. What “Bevan-
1sm" may concretely mean ih any néw
war is alsp rather mdetermmat&

(2) DOne’s thinking about socjalist war-
iime policy under c‘lrcumstances where a
Labor governwent replaces the Tor:es 1
¢ war naturally cannot get very “con-
crete’” unless one thinks of the total situ-
ation in which this change can be expect-
ed to take place. Just to illustrate this
point with a perhaps extreme e‘xample
the coming of Bevan to power in a situa-
tion where this is merely a concession o
a révolutionary upheaval. But we don't
want to blueprint®socialist tactics for
various hypothetical future cases.

On the case of colenial countries: Here,
if Comrade Vaughan will forgive us
again, we think he is still unclear. Let's
say “a colonial country, faced with the
prospect of the restoration of the statns
quo-by a member-country of the Western
alliance {starts], looking toward the
USSR for help and assistance.” At one
point, Vaughan merely writesin terms of
“such Partisan forces” having the “right
to veceive aid and assistance from ibe

Eastern :bloe.” But in other cases (as in

his previous letter) he continues to say
that such 4 colonial country “identifies”

tions. Poland has an army of 600,000 sol-
diers who are' absolutely useless and
parasitic economically. The Polish econ-
omy is forced to pay a high colonial trib-
ute to its Russian “protector,” in coal,
steel, textiles, food, ete.

The bigger Palish heavy industry be-
comes, Lhe poorer are the workers and
peasants, the lower wages fall and the
greater is the mass of misery and hunger.

ATTACK ON PEASANTS

The new law on wages represents alse
o new attack on "the ‘peasants.’In spite of
the fact thet the worl-ers must pay 50-}08
per cent lngller prlces for food, there was
‘no increuse in the prices which the stafe
pays to the peasants for agricnitural prod-
uctfs: but, ‘on the comtrary, the peosants
will have te pay higher prices for indus-
trial products which they buy frem the
state] With the very same law the bureau-
cratic state cynically milks both the
workers and the peasanis. uppropr:qﬂng
a large part of the income which was go-
ing -+o' $he people. -

The peasant policy of the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy in Poland has gone through
different periods. At first, after the dis-
tribution of the land, the government
appeared as the protector of the peasan-
try. When some overzealous Stalinist of-
ficials tried too quickly to organize kol-
kfiozes (collective farms), the govern-
ment proclaimed that the organization of
such collective farms must be voluntary.
The reginve was then too weak for an as-
sault on the peasants.

But now the pressure against the peas-
antry has increased; and the government
is using every device to force them into
the collective farms.

The situation of the small and middle
peasant is very bad, much worse than in
the days of the independent republic. A
Farm of § hectares {10 acres) used to
pay to the pre-war bourgeois goverfiiment
about 100-200 zlotys in taxes. Now, in the
“people’s demoeracy,” which claims to
have “liberated” the peasants, the same
farm has quite different burdens. It must,
in the first place, pay 1500-2500 zl. in
taxes (the pre-war zloty was 5 to a dol-
lar, the present zloty is officially 4 to =
dollar); it must alse supply a certain
amount of grain, meat and milk. It is

Discussion on War — —

ttself with the Stalinist camp, although
“identifies” is wnow put in quetation
marks, But there ig dhviously a very im-
portant and even vital difference between
the twe. Perhaps Vaughan is using
“identifies” in as peculiar 2 manner as
he uses the term “sectarian.’

Thus, to take a classic example, let’s
say that the Irish revolutionists of 1516
hdd the “yight to recéive aid and assist-
arice” (concretely, arms) from the kais-
er’s government, which was the enemy of
their enemy. But the whole point of the
case ig that they did not” odemttfy them-
selves with the German camp in the war
—net at'all? And then there is the otlier
case, which in fdet we put before
Vaughan last fime: the case of indepén-
dence movements, in India and other
ASian countries, which became eollabora-
tots and allies of the Japanese out-of
hatred for British imperialism, and
which ' did idetitify’ themiélvey with the
vival imperialist camp.

That term “identify™ is too rubbery in -
Comrade Vaughal’s asage, if he Will for-
give us agaih for having the opinion. He
uses it alse for still a third case: the
BEuropean Resistance in World War II.
We have already wmentioned, in this ex-
change with Vaughan that precisely the
positive element in the Resistance move-
ment (in our eyes) was the degree tlo
which it did NOT “identify” itself with
the Western cump, the degree to which it
represented a third camp in development
Is Vaughan thinking of it this way, that
is, not statically?

And finally, it is certainly not “beside
the peoint” that any colénial country
which turns to Moscow for aid is likely .
to face bemg faken infe camp by Moscow
domination. This is precisely a faet which
concretizes the otherwise abstract “right”
of an oppressed. people to zecept some
kind of aid from one of the imperialist
camps, a right it induhitably has, short
of joining (“identifying” itgelf with)
that imperialist- camp.—Ed. -

absolutely impossible-for the small peag~
ant 1o carry this burden; he is therefore
constantly in debt io the slate apd al-
ways under the pressure of the danger off
being attached for the debt.

To lure them into its ‘eooperatives,”
the government releases them from these
obligations when they go into a kofkko,..
But the peasants vesist, becausa they
kmow very well that this releazs frop\
taxes is only for a very short fime ,and.
that atter it they will be veduced to \m»
tual slaver_y on the land as in Russia. |

$o in 1951 Poland had only 3554 %aol-
khozes, representing hardly more than Z5
per cent of the cultivated land surface. !,m
1952 only 1879 new ones were orgunim.-d—-
brmgfng the roportion up to anly 5.5 per-
cent of the IPnd Together with the siufov
farms. only 17.5 per cent of '}he culhva‘?
area is subsumecrm }his way.

FIGHT GOES ON

Thus the peasant question is a
difficult one in Poland and quite

very

differ-

ent from the situation in Russia itgelf o !

in the Ukraine.

In Rusma the Bolghevik party ﬁrst de-—
feated and then sbsorbed all the oppom-
tion parties, including thé peasant pai‘
ties; after the defeat of the Troﬁskylst
oppos;tlon in the party, the new Stalinist
party, built on the ruins of the old Com-
munist Party, became absolute mastér,
The Russian peasanis had no dafense
against the Stalinist bureaueratic appa-
ratus. But in Poland the Stalinist parfy
did not conquer power; it was brought to
power on the bayonets of the Pusstan
occupation army. |

The opposition parties were not .de-
stroyed by the Stalinists; they were only
suppressed and driven underground. They

exist today and maintain their apparatos -

in exile as well as in the country. They
resist the Stalinists’ pressure and carey
on work aniong’ the workers and peasants,

The Stalinist regime is very muiéh iso-.

lated from the working masses, especiaily
from the peasanis, and thervefore very
weak politically. It cannot foree the peag-
ants into the collectives because ‘of ifs.

_weakness, and therefore it resorts tp the

device of raising the tax and obllgatwn

burden for Small peasants who ‘hoid 011!; :

against going into the Kolkhozes.

There is a religious problem involved
here too: the peasants are by and large
very devout supporters of the Catho]lc
Church, and up to now the regime’ has
been unable te subordinate’ the Pohsh
Catholie Church completely to Stahnist
policy, as it has done with the Rus&'ﬂan
Orthodox Church. Parvallel to its attack
on the peasanis it lannches assau'lts o
the church and aims for domination of
Catholicism hy govermment policy.

More than 2000 priests have been ar-
rested, including five bishops. The gov-
ernment tries to prove that they aré all
American sp1es, in order to pmtend that
it is not a questlon of reirgmus perse?:u—
tion. But indeed “the régime has &,
long way to go before it will be able to
master the - peasant vesistanée in the
country.
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{Conflnued from puge 1}

fear} a tapering off in United States busi-
“mess activity and lower American imports.
“Europe’s trouble is that i cannot get the
_qood effects of less rearmament without
the bad."

. FRYING PAN AND FIRE

The last sentence hints at a basic con-

“ tradiction of capitalism’s Permanent War

- Economy on an international scale. It is
.easy fto show, for example, that up to
now NATQ’s economic problem has been
“hat the KFuropean economies cannot
“gtand the drain upon their wealth and re-
-sources necessitated by the rearvmament
“demands of the U. 5. 1t would appear,
-‘therefore, that the prospect of a cold-war
“truce, and the accompanying prospect of
a tetup on the strain, would tend to solve
" this problem at least partia]ly, even if
‘temporarﬂy And this is true, but it is
'ozﬂy one side of the picture.
~ The other side of the picture ceénters
_around the U, 8, sector of world capital-
"jami, its only healthy sector, and its de-

. pendence on its own war economy. If

there is a letup at this point, the reper-
cussions travel back to Europe, with the
. “bad effects” which eancel the “good ef-
fects” of lessened strain on the Continent.
. Economically speaking, peace can be
_-'even more dangerous than war—as long
“@s the West is divided by the lines of capi-
. talist national-sovereign states. The main
_¥ine of division running through the
West, as far as this is concerned, is be-
_tween the U. S. and Western Europe.
Thus the U. S, ls catled on o make
“proad-minded sacrifices of its own eco-

- momic interests, in order to soften these

. contradictions, ut the behests of NATO's

- @economic arm. This, the OEEC [(Orgoniza.

.#ien for-European Economic Cooperationl},
last week presented Woshington with a
program to overcome the "feeling of gloom

. Iwhich] already has enguifed a substan-

- tial part of the Bbusiness community of
Weistern Europe. according to the organi-

zation™ (F. Belair in the Times, April 14),

The QEEC wants the U. 5. to “lead the
way” in removing existing restrictions
from trade and payments and to restore
free exchange of currencies, and it co-

"~ gently argues that only the U. 5. can lead

the way because obviously it is the big-
gest creditor natjon and the strongest
economic unit in the network of Western
capitalism,

“Leading the way” means: {1) cutting
taviff rates without reciprocal econcessions
from Europe; (2) more advantageous
customs procedures for European export-
ers to this country; (3) permission for
foreign shipping to compete for Ameri-

.can freight by cutting down on U. S.
law-made requirements for using U. 8.
ships to carry foreign-aid shipments; (4)
untying the getting of credits from the
Export-Import Bank from the demand

that they be used to buy U. 8. goods and .

services, to the detriment of European

competitors; (5) -a bigger Point Four
program. .
And: “What may happen if the U. 8.

does not lead the way toward more liberal
world trade and payments? Economie
‘stegnotion in most of Western Europe,
is the answer given by most organiza-
tion [OEEC] representatives, and they
seem to. fear this result more than the
recurring crisis through which Western
Fuwrope has pussed in the post-war pe-
ried,” (Belair, Times, April 14. Itslics
added.)

NOT IN THE MOOD

The fact that stares the NATO councli
tn the face is that the U. 5. nef only has
ao. intenflon of leoding the way bu? it is
backing up in the opposite direction.

. This is partly due to the new Eisenhower

administration, and portly it is expected
os a resunit of the effect of the “peace
crisis” on U. 5. policy, superadded to the
existing lendencies of the new regime in
Washington.

On Point 4, Dulles has indicated a
pulling-back in expenditures, far from

-enlarging the program. The NATO rep-

resentatives from Europe fear that his
stress on Asia will mean less for Europe.
Five days before NATO was scheduled
to get topether, a communiqué summa-
rized the result of OREEC('s discussions
with Washingten, and—

“The U. 8. made it clear today that it
wag not yet ready to go along with West-
ern Europe's program for solvency
through ‘trade, rot aid’ nor to modify its
commercial policy to facilitate foreign
sales of poods and services in this coun~
try”" (Times, April 18.)

American capitalists, feeling their oats
now under Bisenhower, are in no mood
to be do-gooders for their European
brothers. The kind of businessmen in
government who think that what’s good
for GM is good for the country are alsc
those who just as sincerely think that
what's good for them ought to be just as
good for the rest of the world.

THEY'D FIND OUT

They are not going to cut their tariffs
lond profits} for nothing, fust to prevent
"economic stognation' In Europe—in the
first ploce because they probably really
believe thdl it won't hoppen there except
for those furriners’ general cussedness and
ineficiency. These capitolists of ours really
do belleve thot capitolism works fine, al-
woys will. ond that all the free-enterprise
system needs in Europe’ Is o good kick iIn
tke pants from rugged, healthy specimens
in the U. §.

Let, however, the European sector of
world capitalism deecline in “economic
stagmation” and this country’s brave rep-
resentatives of the system would soon
find that they cannot well run a capital-
ism-in-one-country. We hasten {o add that
we do not mean that this is the immediate
prospect that faces them; it does, how-
ever, point to the heart of the problem
which makes the Europeans croak like
prophets of doem in the face of the
“peace crisis.”

Not Only Russia, Mr. President — —_

[Continued from page I)
to the peoples of the world, was the ref-

* érence tg possible econowic aid sometime

i the far distant future, after. every

_ 6ther problem had béen setiled to the

satisfaction of the American government.
And even thiz “promise” was overshad-
owed by the statement released the pre-
vious week by the secretary of state in-

. dicating that Point Four is to be scuttled
.Tand its hutk turned over to private husi-

ness interests in this country.
Eisenhower demands that Malenkov
show “good faith” before his “peace over-
tures” be taken seriously. The demand is
- Teasonable. But the peoples of the world
are not skepfical only of Malenkov’s in-
_tentions; they are skeptical also of Eisen-
_hower’s. They may well. ask that the
American government and ifs allies also
show “good faith” in their claim that
they are interested only in peace, freedom
and security for the world by “acts” of
their own.

SOME "GOOD FAITH"

- Eisenhower demands that the Stolinists

- end the fighting in Indo-Chira and Maloya

as an act of good faith in Asia. 1s the
American government willing to give equal
guaraniees for the independence of both
- these countries from forelgn rule? Thils in-
- dependence is nof demanded by the Stal-
infsts olone, bet Is the commen oim and

aspiration of every derocratic ond so-
clalist movement in both these countries.

Eisenhower demands a united, demo-
eratic Germany, and independence for the
countreis of Fastein Evrope. This is part
of the program of every democratic and
socialist movement in the world worthy
of its name, But is he willing to insist on
the Jiberation of Africa, Madagascar and
the other colonies from French, British
and other foreign rule? Are not “acts”
required in these areas to prove the good
faith of the American bloc when it pre-
sumes to speak in the name of freedom
and democracy‘?

It is precisely because the American
government and its allies are not willing
or able to advocate or put through a truly
democratic world policy that the initiative
in the cold war as well as in the “cold
peace” has been left in the hands of the
Stalinists.

All the speeches about demwoeracy,
about non-interference in the internal
affairs of other eountries, about plenty
and security for the peoples of the world
are a patent fraud in the mouth of pow-
ers which for centuries have imposed
colonial rule on Asia and Africa, and
which continue to dominate and exploit
the bLackward areas of the world either
politically or economically or both.

The Stolinists still retain the initiative
becouse their tyranny is o new and less
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welf-kaewn one: becouse they back the
peoples of the world in their struggles
aguainst thelr present oppressors even
while they prepare to saddle them with
new ones.

WHO CAN TAKE INITIATIVE?

But the Kremliv is now faced with &
crisis of its own, brought to a head by the
death of Staiin. There is a fluidity in
world affairs which has not been present
for the past eight years, and which may
freeze up again unless the moment is
grasped and utilized. The American gov-
ernment cannot utilize it, as Eisenhower's
gpeech has demonstrated once again, But
there are forces in the world which can
come forth with their own peace pro-
gram; which can intervene in the present
situation.

These ate the great socialist move-
ments of Eunrope and Asia. While the
world is anxiously hoping for peace, and
looking for some isswe from the dread
and fear which has gripped it for years,
these movements can and should speak
out. They should demand that all govern-
ments show geod faith in implementing
a truly democratic world policy.

They should seek to mobilize the work-
exs in all countries where f{ree labor
movements exist behind a concrete pro-
gram for 2 democratic peace. They should
proclaim that the workers of the world
will support no government which im-
prizons and exploits its own and foreign
peoples while it demands that ounly its
rivals show “goed faith.”

CHALLENGE

A seizsre of the initative In the “peoce
offensive” by the labor and sociplist move-
menfs in the rest of the world, with o con-

" grete progrem of deimocrotic demands and

democratic strpggles for all  peoples,
would increéase the “disarray and puanit"
behind the lron Curbain which is so feored
by the Eremlin, by dPpealing to its sabject

peoples, while it wowld deliver decisive -

blows to Stdlinism e o soclal force every-
where else.

This would present a real challenge to

capitalism and imperialism throughout
the world. The social ferces represented .
by Eisenhower in this country ‘ean be.

" counted on ‘to resist such 'a challenge. -

That is only one reason why it is vital for

thé American labor movement to raise its

voice in- the interést of -a really demo-

eratic -foreign poliey for Amerlen, which-

alone is capable of “seizing. the mmitin-

_ tive”

- NATO a.nd thé Pedce Cr|5|s — [ The 1L Progrem

in Brief

The Independent Socialist keanee siands
for socialist democracy and agqains? the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism connot be reformed or liber-
olized, by any Failr Deal or other deal, 19
as to give the people freedom, abundance,
security or peoce. 1¥ must be cobolished
and replaced by a new soclial system, in
which the people own and conirol the
basic sectors of the economy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destintes,

Stalinism, In Russio ond wherever it
holds power, is @ bratal totafifarianism—
¢ new fortn of exploitation, i¥s agents in
every country, the Comminist Parties, are
uncelenting enamies of soclalism and have
nothing In common with soclaliss—which
cannot exist without cHective democratic
confral by the people,

These twa damps of capitalism ond Stal-
inlsm are today at each other's throats in
a worldwide imperiolist rivalry for domi-
nation. This struggle can only lead to the
mest frightful war In history so long as the
people ledave the capitalist and Stalimist
rulers in power. Independent Socialism
stands for building and strengtheaing the
Third Camp of the people aguainst both war
blocs. *

The 1SL, as a Marxist movement, fooks
to the working class and its ever-present
struggle as the basic progressive force in
soclety, The ISL ks organized to spread the
ideas of socialism in the lubor movement
and among all ather sections of the people.

At the some #ime, Independent Socinlists

- porticipate actively in every- struggle teo

better the people’s lot now—such as the
fight for higher Hving standards, against
Jim Crow and anti-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trade-union move-
ment, We seek to join fogethér with ali
other militants in the labor movement as
d left force working for the farmation of
an independent labor party aad ether pro-
gréssive pelicies.

The fight for demoeracy and the fight
for socivlism are insepdardable. There can
be no lasting end genuine democeragy with-
out socialism. and there can be no soclal-
ism without democracy. To emrolf ander
this banner, join the lndeyendm Socialist
Leadque!

Get Acquainted!
Independent Socialist League

114 West 14 Street -
New York 11, N. Y.
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