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An Open letter to the
Ameman Comm for Cultural Freedom
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George Orwell's Education in Spain

FIVE CENTS

Spanish Free

The New York office of the

4 Labor Vietims anncunces that it has received information from
contacts in Spain and France of the formation of an anti-fascist
{. united fron{ among . the free socialist and labor movement.s
|. ‘Aghting the Franco dictatorship.
© At g meeting in France on December 29, representatives of
anti-totalitarian . groups met to lay plans for united action.
The Stalinists. were not invited. The call was issved to “political
{ . parties of 1836,” including the Federal Republicans, the Re-
. publican Unien, the Left Republicans, the Catalan Left Re-
publicans, -the CNT (anarchist unions), the UGT ({socialist
+ -unions), the ‘Sceialist Party, tha POUM and the Basque Nation-
-alists. The SP, UGT and -Basques, which did not atiend, are
-+to be-invited to the next meeting, states the announcemnt. *

Labor Unites

Committee te Defend Franco's

The Anti-Franco Fight
Is Up to U.S. Labor

By ALBERT GATES

%y Spain’s {ree labor org‘aniza
~t!cms, suppressed by the Frango
regime, také. new steps to unite
their struggle against the Madrid
dictator [see box above—Ed], re-
sponsibility falls more hesvily
than evér on the American labor
movement. For it is this country
that has supplied Franco with
new sinews of streng'th to prop it
up, and ‘there is 2 job to be done
here.

1t Is o good sigrn thai botk In
New York ond Chicago, as we
write, there has been new actividy
in the work of the CommiHee to
Defend Franco's Labor Victim.
Tke mext issue of LABOR ACTION
wlilt carry a report on the Chicage
onti-Franco rally belng held this
weel, -

The life or death of the fascist
France regime in Spain is not
solely dependent upon the inmer
strength of the ruling hierarchy.
The Coudilly’s government is one
of the most corrupt the werld has
seen; it remains in power only
because it has enforced its reign
by force of arms and comstant
surveiliance over the -population.

If that regime is not as impos-
ing as Hitler's, or even Musso-
Imi's, it is nonetheless an authen-
te, fascist police state. It came to
power through a military upris-
ihp against a legally constituted
derocrétic gévernment.

U. S. THE PROP

. .Even that uprising might well
have failed had not the Axis given
military assistance to Framco at
thé same time that the Western
powers adopted -a policy of “neu-
trality” in this war. The embargo -
apxinsgt Loyalist Spain by the
‘West not only reduced. its military
potential but-also played into the
.hands of Stalinism, which then
-pmceeded to destrey common anti-
fhscist- front by .a .campaign of

_extermination -of all_anti-Stalin-

-isté.wwhile. posirg o The world as
4he only:ereat-patisn which as
msﬁed the struggle. . 4 K |

7 At avery ‘importont stage-of de-

-velopment-in: portCivil War:Spain, -

whea . . Franco's. _m}mo seamed .
obont - $o spI awader becavse of
M shrdss, ecosamic - disinte-
,oﬂﬂcul foldving and- the

of the land, the big powers hove
come to-the Cawdiilo’s -assistonce,
He kor been rescued by loans, ree-
cgnition and readmiftonce indo -in-
ternational affaivs—most motably
and in spite of ifs onti-tetaliterian
program, infe UNESCO.

The United States has taken
the lead (who else could?) in
bolstering up this rotton fascist
regime. It has done this by the
simmple expedient of providing
loans in order to bail him out of
his difficulties.

(Continued o» page 7}

. Eisenhower s

 Policy Makes

By L. 6. SMITH .

The Republican administration has been
in power far too short a time to be able to

demonstrate with acts an approach to for-

eign policy different from that of its prede-
cessor. It may be usefu), nevertheless, to
take a brief look around the world for the
purpose of assebsmg some of the major
problems faced by the administration, and
to discuss them in the light of the few hints
which have been dropped by the new gov-

_ernment on how it intends to handle them.

The major formal policy stafement made
to date by the preslderlf is his inaugural
address. 1t hgs beep Railed by the “inter-
nationalists” of the Democratic Party as a
statesmanlike repetition and reafirmation

-of the policies of the Truman administra-

tion in the foreign field. As Senpate Demo-
cratic leader Lyndon B, Johason of Texas
put it: It was a statement, and a very good
sfatement, of Democratic programs- of the
last twenty years,"

Actually, all that this means is that
Eisenhower cannot escape the world posi-

_His speech was a statement of generahﬁm:-
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“Forceful ”

Allies Leery

e i

tion with which his administration is faced,

from which it can be gathered that hig gov-
ernment has no intention of withdrawing;
to an “American bastion” and leaving the:
rest of the world to take care of itself. "

One way or another, the United Statea:

will continue its interventionist pohcy The !
question, however, is: exactly. in which =
way? And that cannot be answered by B
reference to a. world struggle between the
“forces of good and evil,” even when this
reference is made by the president of thi
United States himself,

i
If there is any dxﬁ’erence in the ap-’ "I?'

proach of the Eisenhower administration
to foreign policy from that of Truman- it
will probably consist in an even -preater
reliance on America’s military might ad a
factor in policy-making, Former Seeretary’
of State Dean Acheson was fond of empha-
sizing that America must “negotiate from
strength.” It is to be expected that a mili-

tary man, surrounded by powerful corpora-.

tion executives, will find this idea evern more
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By BEN HALL

It's the Curse of Midas,
Mr. Wilson, That's What It Is

When the Eisenhower cabinet came up for Senate con-
firmation, the legislators were introduced to a group of up-
standing businessmen eager to perform their ungelfish duty
to the nation. A bit of inguiry revealed that they owned big
shares in auto companies, oil fields, banks, real estate, ship-

ping companies .

. . & veritable roster of Poor’s Register.

“How to keep these private interests from coming into
conflict with public duties?”’ was the question posed by the
magazine U. S. News. Traly, a problem. Esper:laily since

an inconvenient law made it
awkward for them to hold
some of their stocks and still
grant the community their
valuable services,

Thus to. the assorted in-
justices that plague human-
Hy wos odded "the plight of the
wealthy mon"—to cite the com-
passionate phrose of the same
magaxine

- America, however, -was saved

- from the disgrace and disaster of

having to dispihge with their tal-
.ents. But not without sacrifice...
their secrifice.

~As C. E. WilSon told the Senate
Armed Services Committee: "I
really feel you are giving. me.quite
~a pushing around. ... But I.am
_just human, and.my CGod, I am

_-making. a great sacrificé.to-come -

down here.” And to quote Senator
Capehart of Indiana on Wilson:
he iz “a great American making
a great sacrifice in order to serve
hiz country.” Capehart, by the
Wway, is & Republican.

FUNNY, HE SAYS

Wilson earned—Iet us agree to
say “earned’"—$600,000 a year on
his GM job or as much as the an-
nual income of 125 GM workers.
This he gives up.

His GM stock ‘alone, o mention

- nothing of. his other heoldings, to-
- taled $2,6565,060. It will cost him.

pertraps $30,000 in -fees zlone to
sell this vast amount of stock, or
an amount eqgual to the annual
income of 8 GM workers. But he

\And he has held thm stocks

*

+ for many years even while they
- skyrocketed in price hecanse he

has confidence in American busi-
ness. And now he must pay 26
per cent of the inerease in the
form of taxes when he sells. But
he will pay.

And when these vast deducﬂons
are made, he will be left with mere
cash—an annoying prospect to
thougkful copitalists in days of
inflatlon—equivalent to the com-
bined anhunl earnings of almost
1,000 workers in his awto plonts.
(That is, his former outo plants.)

When asked how he accounts
for his success, he will undoubt-
edly explain, as he explained to
the Senate Committee: “Now ac-

-fuzlly, it sounds a little funny, -

maybe, but [ have been a great
believer in our American system.
[Why ne, Mr. Wilson, it doesn't
sound funny.] I have figured that
if 1 worked in my job, the system
wouid take care of me, I sort of
neglected my own affairs, really,
in a certain way—but they did
pretty well because I worked at
the things I was supposed to be
working on."”

And in the same spirit of neg-
leet of self-interest, Wilson joins
the government service. These
sacrifices -he perpetrates. upon

{Continued on poge 4} = -

attractive.

This is the dominant ﬂlema_
in an issue of . 5. News &
World Report entitled "The'
New America.” I¥ is empha-
sized by the symbol of the
screaming eagle which ap=

pears on the heading of each

orticle,

"It is an America grown im-
mensely powerful,” starts ohe
article, “with great military foTée
at its disposal, that Eisenhower
is inheriting. That American mili-
tary power from now on is going
to be the pivet for new U. 8. pali-
cies from one end of the world ta
the other.

“"Moves that America makes in
the world hereafter can be made
itom strength, not weakness. U. 5.
policies ¢can be positive and forees
ful, not hesitant and uncertain:
Fear can be forgotten, Caim comn-
fidence can take its place”

GLOWING VISION

After a glowing account of
American might, based on “thou-
sands of atom bombs” and air-
fields which ring the Stalinias
empire, the article goés on:

“
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“in case Rassic loumches o down 1

aHack fo, another 'Pearl Marbor'

against the Western world, for ez
ample, American jet hombers burad-
on Greenlond con sirike bock af
Moscow and Leningrod before nogn
of the same day. Simolfoncously,
ather bombers from U, S. bases i
MHorth Africe and from carriers o
the Mediterrancan con wreck- ﬁ-

centers of heavy iodustry in South- H

ers Russic by lunch time.  Addi=
tional bombers from Okingwa,
Jopam, Britain, - Germany - mhdl
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Harry

By GORDON HASKELL

Fuman

Harry Truman has left the White House. He has played
+his big role on the stage of the nation and of the world. As
‘every pundit has pointed out, only history can render a
“full verdict on his administration and on his personal con-

tribution to it.

We are not concerned, at this moment, with an assess-
ment of his administration. LABOR ACTION has analyzed it
in detail while it was in power [see particularly our special
issue on the Fair Deal, May- 5 last] and we stand by that
ganalysis. But the occasion of the departure of Truman
from the presidency seems a fitting time to take a Jook at
a narrower problem which can perhaps best be put thus:

Who was Harry Truman?

That question was asked most widely when Franklin

- D. Rooseveit died, and the vice president, the little senator

from Missouri, teok his place. To wide sections of the lead-
ing people in the labor movement, to the liberal heavy think-
ers in general, and to many rank-and-file citizens it seemed

almost inconceivable that anyone could fill FDRs shoes, or”™

even his office. And least of all did it seem to them that
the job could be done by Harry Truman.
Truman was the incarnation of “Mr. Taxpayer” or “Mr.

Citizen”

as he appears in a million cartoons in our daily

papers. His manner of speech and dress, his tastes and in-

- tellectual achievements, his
- attitndes
_.and bewilderments seemed

and convictions
to be those of every small
businessman, politician or
And in his first
Yyéars in office the only thing
awhich seemed to distinguish him

- from the average was his ten-

deriey to speak eut regardless of.

. the conseguences.

"BiG- MAN"
But gradually Harry S Traman
sedmed. fo take on stotwre. He ond

. mo one else mode the final decision

‘#o° drop Me atom bembs on Hire-
- #Kima-and ‘Nagasaki. The very sixe

&f" the explosion, the historical
consequances of the act, were
enough to make it appear thaf no
ordibary man could have unleoshed
st o force,

The office of the presidency is

sitch that no one can hold it with-

gut doing big things. But despite
this fact, although Truman's sta-

. ture seemed to gyow #s he re-

mained in office, it never really
reached president-size until he

““won the election of 1948.

E
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Just winning the election would

. ha#ve made him a bigger man than

heé wag before when he inherited
the job, But the ecircumstances
under which he won it added

| -clfbu;s Lo his size. He stumped the
- @gouiitry. He “gave 'em hell.,” He

vefused to give up when every-
omé else had thrown in the sponge
—ineluding some of the wisest
and most experienced of our )ib-

“eérmls: He spoke the language of
" the: commion people, and he told

them what they wanted to hear.

S OF all the men in publie offica

whonr labor thas called its
“friends,” Truman was the most
opefi- in accepting and working
with and even wooing the labor
mevement’s support, both in 1248
amd: 1952,

" With évery big decision made by

. #Fe government during the ensuing
- four yeurs,

Trumon seemed {0
grow. He submitted budgets o the
Congress running info the tens of
Billicns™ of dollors. It tokes a big
maw to osk for so much meney,
ddes it not?

N SCHOOL

‘His messages on the State of
the Union and on the.economic
past and future of the nation

~Yreve quoted and commented on in

afl: the papers, and reprinted in

4wl in some: The views of ordi-

miry men do not receive such
treatment, do they?

Atone time he appeared before
hirth houses of Congress and
aslied that the railroad workers
thifl off their strike or be drafted
e the " army; at another he is-

dida] a rifiging demunciation of

“% thyr-ateel barons,

.
i -

-

He ordered the Marshall Plan
and its successors.into existence;
he issued an executive decree or-
dering the setfing up of a sub-
'yevsive list which really launched
the political witchhunt in  this
country, He decided that the
armed forces of the United States
should enter the war in Korea.
Ordinary men, littler men, can’t
do things like that, can they?

We do not contend that Harry
S. Troman is the same man today
lie- was eight years ago. His grasp
of national-and world events has
increased, and he has acquired a
finer touch, There can be no doubt
about it: the presidency of the
United States is a great educa-
tional jastitution for any man
who occupies it. Who knows—it
may ever be able to do something
for Eisenhower. . . .

Yet, if ever there was an illus-
tration of the relationship between
histary and the individual who oe-
cupias o key historical post, Harry

{Continved on page 7}

DISCUSSION:

By WALTER JASON

Two imporiant recent eventis
indicate that despite the talk
ubout labor unity, the hext period
may see greater rivalry between
the AFL and the CIO. s

The breakfast meeting and
ceremonial speéches of George
Meany and Walter Reuther are
tar more caleulated to appease
the urgent desire of the ranks jn
both majer organizations for
unity than tod prepare the way
{for one united organization.

Instecd of the much needed

united front against a Republican
administratlen, there are sigas
that the top leadership of the AFL
is permitting itself to be the can-
scious weapon for the weakening
of the CIO.

George Meany recently told
Newsweek magazine that he was
against the reorganization of the
United Policy Committee, which
mravked the high point of cooper-
ation between the AFL and CIO
in recent years, Such a working
together, of course, would have
set a proper atmosphere for the
fusion of the two ovganizations,
hased on mutual understanding
and united..interests.

The rude and unprecedented re-
jectionsof Walter Reuther’s plea
for an under-secretary of labor
by the Eisenhower administration,
through Martin Durkin, the AFL
man who is secretary of labor,
and the subsequent appeintment
of another AFL man for that
post was a sign of the times. The
AFL hopes to use its “in” with
the Eisenhower administration to
improve its pesition at the ex-
pense of the CIO.

MANEUVER

The knowledge of the AFL that
the ClO under Reuther's leadership
facas ‘difficult- and stormy days;
and that the CIO is far from
united within, has stimylated the

desires of the AFL bureaucracy to

dominate the labor scene entirely,
even at the expense of the millions
of industrial unlom workers en-
rolled in the C€1O.

“Cutiing down to size” the CI0
and Walter Reuther may appear
as a shrewd taetieal.maneuver to
the AFL bureaucrats, but in re-
ality it is the weakening of the
entire union movement that is in-

IS-C1O-AFL LABOR. UNITY

volved, for the weaker the CIO
becomes, the less bargaining pow-
er the AFL retaims. Its growth
in the pust decade has been due
as much to the success of the CIO
L8 to any drive of its own.

The same blindress that made
them look on while the United
Mine Workers took a beating st
the hands of the Taft-Hartley
Law under the Truman adminis-
tration still beclouds the outlook
of the AFL hierarchy. When the
coal miners were fined heavily in
court for violation of the Taft-
Hartley Taw, the entire labor
movément retreated another step.
Yet most AFL and many CIO
leaders didnt mind seging John
L. Lewis “being put in his place.”

During the eventful years of
erowth of ihe American Iabor
movement from a mere 3,000,000
membership of the depression
davs to its present 15,000,000 fig-
ure, the outstanding charseteris-
tic of the top leaderships has been
ihe narrow-minded outlook and
rivalry that -prevented genuine
mnity and the expansion of the
union movement to at least dou-
ble its present figure. Questions
of power, prestige and revenue

.played a far greater role than the

consideration of labor unity.

SNAGS

. The. very success of ¥he _umion
movemenf, In ferms of erganizatien
growth,. now . operates ¥o continue
this deplorable situation. In the
past fiffeen years, the bureaucracy
has lost tts lean and hungry look
of the depression days. The weolth
and opulence of the union mave-
ment hes given the bureaucracy a

_ status in American society far be-

yond its eorly dreams. They mever
believed they could hove it so
good,

Given this situation, it is hard
for most people inside the union
mevement to visualize an amalga-~
mation of the AFL bodies and the
GIO industrial councils, with an
indicated reduction of at least
part.of the staffs, since duplica-
tion of officers would not be nec-
essary.

Many things are possible;, but
unity between the AFL and CIO
textile workers union hardly fits
in that category. The electrieal
unions are another case in point.

IN THE CARDS?

Grganizational  rivalries
greater than in recent years.

The fact that the basic gues-
tion gn which the CI10 was formet]
against the AFL—industrial-un-
ionism versus craft-unionism fh
the major industries—has been
settled by history and removes the
real source of the split, makes it
diffieult: for the top leadership th
justify separate orgamzatlons.
Thus more eloquent speeches for
labor unity may be expected. Né-
gotiations may also begin in the
next period.

CHALLENGE TO C!O

Meanwhile, as ithe new
president understands, the AFL is
going to do its best to weaken theé
sirength and prestige of the CIQ.
Capitulation to the AFL rather
ithan genuine working nnity based
on & common fighting program
seems to be the aim of the AFL
ieadership.

For President Reuther the chal~
lenge of the CIO is its ability to
organize some of the millions of
still unorganized workers, above
all to make a success of a Southt
ern drive, after ten years of re-
treats and defeats at enormous
COst.

The zbility of the UAW-CIO to
crganize aute shops in the South
and new war planis built by the
aufo corporations suggests thaj:
results alomg this line are realis-
tically possible. .

Another factor that enters in‘h
this situction "is the daHtifude of
the CIO lecdershlp toward #hé
"second-cioss cHizenskip™ which
teems to be Its ot for the mext
period in Waoshington, es compured
to the AFL. Ap edéwmant stand and’
c clash with the Eisenmhower od-
ministration would soon make- the
position of Martin Durkih ‘as. sec:
retary of labor quite; untenable; it
would become obvious as a-"'wii
dow dressing” a®air.

I remains to be seen which
course Walter Reutlier follows.
Buiiding the CIO and rejecting
the second-class ciiizenslitp status
in Washington would strengthent
Renther’s hand to force serious
labor-unity negotiations. Caution
and sffitful retveat simply would
weaken the CIO further, no mat-
ter how cleverly Reuther conceal-
ed if.
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Clear It with the Legion, Says Hollywood

Jose Ferrer and Huston Beg Absolution but the Patrioteers Are Gunning for Chaplin

By YICTOR SAVAGE

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 19-—In the
past month the City of the Angels
has witnessed two attemipts, only
onie successful, by the American
Legion to ban the showing of mo-
tion piciures in local theaters.
The first attempt was made the
week before Christmas in connec-
tion with the premiere showing
of the John Huston-Jose Ferrer
picture “Moulin Rouge.” Two
days before the opening wmovie-

town gosyip Hedda Hopper warn- -~

ed her readers to expect trouble
al the premiere. She had it on
good authority that the American
Lepion was going to throw a pick-
¢t ling around the theater and
that if this was the case she was
not going to zo (what's bad for
the Legion is bad for.Hedda) ..

Her tip proved fo- be right for
the Legions “onti- Commanist”
pickets were wel in ottendance.
From ail accounts the only first
nighter -who refused to cross the
picket line was that symbol of
popular Americoan Culture, cowboy
sfor Roy-Rogers; who waos obvious-
ty well aware that his octon would
be on exampie for all good Ameri-
con youth.

THEY CRAWLED

In spite of the pickets the film
has enjoved a fine un. But what
afmazes oné was the fact that the
picket lire was thrown.

The lines of communication be-
tween various branches of the Le-
gion must be in tervible shape,
for John Huston and Jose Ferrer
had both confessed penitence for
past sins and had asked for and
received absolution from Legion
Director of Publie Relations
James O’Neil in New York two
weeks in advance of the opening.
Even George E, Sokelsky had ab-
solved them in the pages of his
column.

Three weeks later this fact was
made known, somehow, to Pasa-
dena's Lewis K. Gough, naftional
commander of the American Le-
wion. Speaking at a joint meeting
of Pasadensa’s Kiwanis Club, the
Chamber of Commerce and the
American Legion st the Masonic
Temple he told his audience that:

“Their {Huston and Ferver’s]
present attitude toward Commu-
nism shows satistactory progress
und they ave indicating the type
of cooperation we have veguested
in the past. They both indicate
they will go all the way with us
in fighting Communism and in
this we want to encouarge them
and edoperate with them.”

The pickets were withdrawn.

The moHo "If af first you don't,
succeed try, try again™ must haove
been in the heads of the focal Le-
gionnaires for on Jonuary 15 the
Fox West Coast Theaters conceied
the scheduled January 21 opening
of Chortie Choplin's new: pictere

-

"Limelight" at their three firsfrunm
houses. -

This obsequious cancellation
was ordered by the major circuit
when they were advised that the
American Legionnaires and oth-
ers would picket and boycott the
fitm;

Spon after “Limelight” was
booked theater executives were
triefed by officials of the Motion
Picture Alllance (this was the
group that awarded their Ameri-
canisim medal to would-be fascist
youth fuehrer Robert Munger,
founder of U. 3. ecollere Mac-
Arthur clubs and a young Smith-
ite, calling him a "“young Lin-
coln"} on the Legion’s ban on

Chaplin and of his alleged “red
front" activities.
NEW CENSORS

When pressed for an official

statement on their witchhunt ac-
tion the circuit made it known
that it was not in the mood to be
made a “‘guinea pig” to test Los
Angeles’ ‘reaction to Chaplin or
the picture,

I¥ was forther: learned that the
distributor of the film, United Ard-
ists, wouid not seek additionoi
beoking here
cleared by the Americon Legion™
{Herald Express, Jan. 15) and that
it "would -wifihold release of the
film uniil investigotion of Chaplin

- by the Deéportment of Justice in

regaord 1o his' re-enhry .into- the

“until the picture is*

Onited States is completed™ (L. A,
Times, Jan. 161,

Regarding this action National
Commander Gough had this bo
B

“This is the same point of v:ew
expressed by the American Legion
last October when we officiglly
urged  withdrawing presentation
of this film until the issues were
determined and we commend both |
Fox and Loews, In¢, for their ac-
tion," .

These reactionary methods
speak for themselves in this"day
of witchhunting and subversive
lists. They clearly show how
strong the Legion has become as
a quasi-official police censor.

They also show that pnvate
enterprise iz no champion of:eveén
the elementary right of the peo:
ple to see what they want to dee,
The first time the motion:picture
industry circumvented this right
was when it accepted the seM-
censorship system of the Hays
Office, along with the resulting
loss of quailty to their prodidet
which was the end consequence.

What integrity and .quality
ihere i left'in the industry will
surely sink further if it accepiz
the- censorship of the Legion: It
will be no consolation;:in this-case,
to see the disgusting spectacle:of

directors, writers, producersy.and _

actors going before the Public
Relations Director of:-the Legiom =

- to. repent and. beg for cll:ux‘al:l.m ,"
b
-
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By. ALRERT GATES
Em{dd?rive Directior

Qn February 15, the annual
Fund Drive of the Independent
" Socialist-League will begin. After
a careful examination of thy needs
of the organization, the Junuary
‘zession of the National Commit-
"tee of the ISL voted to set the
national quota of the campaign
at $1t,500. The drive will last ten
weeks, clogsing on May 1 with
'meelings and affairs on May Day.

BUILD ‘GUR :PRESS!

In 1ts official announcément of
the .Fund Drive, the national of-
fice of the ISL wrote:

“We approsch this year’s Fuad
Drive with our customary vearly
debt to creditors and to your staff.
Phe zreatest burden is, as usual,
carried by the national staff and
it is uble o bear this burden only
because the Fund Drive relieves

-eonsiderable amount of the
pressure on its ‘individual mewm-
bers, though not completely. Our
other creditors, you should know,
alge await our Fund Drive be-
. cause that is when they expect a
liguidation of our  indebtedness,

Voices Speak Up Among the European Population —

African Resistance Gets

Ve — v Y

Sy
. The BULLETIN
. of Americans for
~Suatir-Africay Resistance
LN - —

‘On- of the most heartening de-
velopments in the South African
,résistance campaign has been the
récent partlc:patlon by white peo-
ple in it. This is s;mply another
indic tion of the way in which
the -Campaign has caught hold
and Las been growing.

Conslderable publicity was given
in th2 United Stafes to the arrest
on Dreember 8 of Patriek Duncan,
the ron of a former- governor-
of the Union, and of
M‘am;al Gandhi, the sen of Mo-
“tandas K. Gandhi: Along with
them six other white people, sev-
enteen other Tndians, and fourieen
Africans were arrested.
© In. this country the name of
Manilal ~Gandhi is fairly well
known, but, that of Patrick Dun-
cdn 15 less familiar. A chm}mg
from the November ‘28 issue of
the Political” Correspondent of
- Pretoria-includes a statement by
Mt; Duncan which indicates some-

thing of his point of view:

"We- are opproaching the grest-
est crisis in ear Mstory: M is no
Ioﬁbcr m-m power of White Soulh
Aftica ‘te impese .on Non-White
South:Afjca.discriminations based
purely .ap color, not even- by a
drastic .policy of infernments,:and
within the hifetime-of mawy ‘of us
. our Mon-White-fellow citlzens will

© b emancipated.

Le(m ‘Tr.atsh:y ’s‘
SSTALIN”

The. definitlve blogrophy
‘of fhe Kremiin's master

ThIS book is out of print,
but we have 2 number of
copies available for
$6.00.

.o
" Labor Action Book Service

114 Wes{ 14 Sireet, N. V. €,
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They watch the weekly reports in
the paper and make theirdemands
upon us.” ’

All of this, of coumrse, will not
come as news to our readers,
friends and sympathizers. We
could-catalogue the dozens of rea-
sons 'why the Fund Drive is indis-
pensable for the continued func-
tioning of the ISL and the main-
tenance of LABOR ACTION and the
New International., But you are
all familiar with them.

YES, IT'S TOUGH *

We should llke to remind you,
however, that #the going gets
tougher for us in this war-"pros-
perity’” period. If there Is o .gen-
eral prosperity based on a war
economy, it certainly dees oid the
ISL and Its press. The production
of sociolist ideas and the fight for
sociallsm is never financially a
prosperous ¢ndeaver,
was the time more needful for It

but naver

.and ot the some time so difficult.

H you stop .to thiwk, if only for a
momen?, -how many socislist pe-
riedicals remoin in the country, you
will see why nothing must be per-

“All that is in the power of
White South Afriea is to choose
whethier the change will come
with o1 without viclence. If White
South Africa turns today to naked
foree to preserve the present caste
system it will. be held responsible
by history for the race war that
wil} probably destroy our country.

“The African and Indian po-
litical movementis are today
pledged te the methods of nmon-
violence. That is to say, they are
putting Christidnity into practice.

. They are refusing to eonsent to

oppression; but they in their torn
ave refusing to injure their op-
ponents.

“Such methods point to a future
South Afrieca which will award
equal value to persons of all ¢ol-
ors, while at the same time al-
lowing freedom to groups that
wish to remain racially or enl-
turally separate.

“f have had the honor to be ac-
cepted by the Indian Congress in
one of their -batches which will
defy » law-on December 8.

“I helieve that the Congresses
are in ‘ne way responsble -for the
recent sad riots. Since-I-believe in
non-violence, I support the gov-
ernment in all legitimate action
taken to suppress riots and to pre-
serve life and property.”

NATIVES STIRRED

Mr. Dunecan (onr erutches as a
result- of a motor accident), Mr.
Ganghij” and .their cempaniops
were arrested for entering a na-
tive Jocation near Johannesburg.
The Rand Daily Mail of Decem-
ber 8 quotes Duncan further:

* 'fhe defiance .campaign hos
dope what ne othec -African po-
Jitical move has deone,’ he said. "I
has.brought in the ocdinary- Native
man-in-the-street.’

“What the Natives now, wanted
were new terms and cooperation
with .the Whites. Mr. Duncan told
the press representatives thit he
did-nof see any particular role for
himself in South African politics.

“:But T look ferward te the
erowth of the African National
Congress and the South African
Indian Congress as a great re-

sponsible non-European move-
wment.’ .
“Dr. Malan’s statement that

the movement-awas Communist-
inspired was ineorrect.

““We know that:there are Com-
munists among -them; but surely

"the fadt that they have had to

adapt- themseives to -passive Te:

- 5 -

o

" defionce campaign,

mitted to endanger the existence
of -‘LABOR ACTION and the New
infernational. They ace pre-eminent
in the field of socialist writing.

Without them, the field of saciglist .

thought and struggle would be
barren,

DIG IN

That is why we eall upon every-
one to assist us in our 1953 Fund
Drive, The greatest burden in the
Fund Drive is carried by the
branches of the ISL and the
splendid efforts of the Socialist
Youth League. But they need your
assistance and they have a right
Lo call upon you to give aid to the
cause of American socialism.

As you will see from the listing,
the branches of the ISL and the
units of the SYL are carvying the
ball. They need the help of read-
ers of LA. You have helped in the
past; we know you will help us
again., ’

Don't wait o make your contri-
bution on the theory that the
drive lasts for 10 weeks. As soon
as you finish reading this-appeal,
send a contribution to the ISL,
114 West 14 St., New York 11,
N. Y.

+*

sistance shows that they are not
calling the tune.

“'If T thought thizs organiza-
tion was Comimunist, I would not
he prepared to cooperate with it

"Mr. .Swarl’s compaelson of the
movement fo«fhe mpvement of MGII
Mau wos not correct either. In the
not a single
word had ever been said agoinst
the White man.

“He felt that, as an ideal, the
old Cape maxim: ‘Equal rights
for a)l ecivilized people, was &

good one.” v

SOME RESULTS

Other indications that the Cam-
paign is being taken extremely
seriously by whites are seen in
several events. On December 9,
the day after Duncan and Gandhi
were arrested, four more white
people were arrested. They were
picked yp on the charge, accord-
ing to the New York Times, of
“eausing an obstruction by oceu-
pying post office seats martked
‘Non-Eurcpeans Only,” and refus-
ing to.leave when asked to dd s0.”
Among those arrested on this oc-
casion was Albert Sachs, the son
of E. S. Sachs, a' trade union
leadeér and author of the recent
book, The Choice Before South
Africa.

The total number of resisters
who kave been arresfed to date,”
according to the New York Times
of Jonuary 8, .is 8085, The City
Counel! of Kimberlpy has _heen
moved by recent events %o enter
into immediate qonsultation with
represantatives of _the _Africans,
something which the Union govern-
ment has refused te do, This cer-
tainly . does not .mean that any
great concessions will be made,
but it does reveal that brood sec-
#ions .of the white population are
anxleus to bave some direct com-
tact with the Africons.
SUPPORT SRREADS

A recent letter from a repre-
sentative of the South Afriean
Institute of Race Relations sum-
marizes in brief points somte ma-
jor observations about the cam-
paign” These observations are
particularly interesting because
the Institute is by no means a
radical organization, and prior to
June 26 urged the African Na-
tivnal Congress to hold off on the
launching of the campaign. His
more important paints fellow.

" (1} Support for the canpaign

is. spreading beyond.the Cape ur-

ban.areas,

Kl

ISC BRANCH QUOTAS
Akron ... . ... ... . .3 50 Pitsburgh 150 |-
Streater . . ... . ... 25 Reading U | N |
‘Buffalo . 850 St lowis ... . .. . ... F . 30
Chicago 1800 OQabkjand . . ... ... ... ‘500
Cieveland ... 00 Seattle . . 200,
Detroit = . ... . 500 Yaupagstewn .. ... ..., o f
Los Angeles . .. . 400 ftadiama . c- ... 75 ()
New York .. o e .. .. 2000 Ocregen . ... ... 2
Philadelphie ... .. ... .. 250 S¥YL . ... _ )
Newark . 250 General .
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“{2) A remarkable and unex-
pected aspect of it is the remark-
able self-control of the resisters.
We had expected that a long pe-
riod of training would have had
to he given. i .

“{2) The Movement gaing much
of its energy from younger men.

‘“{4) The campaign is training
herces and martyrs as well as
leaders for future work.

“{5) The Port Elizabeth riot
was not mspired by the campaign-
ers or the African National Con-
Zress,

“{6) The African National
Congress will ‘have to be careful
to keep control of the resistance
movement, for if riots, etc., oecur,
the movement will get out of hand
and break up.

“{7) To Europeans the cam-

paign constitotes a great threat

and if is_likely to provoke strong
resistapee, particularly as few
people .will make the distinction
between the riots and the cam-
paign.”

SKEPTICS -STILLED

Two other communications
from - responsible white people
have come in which offer further
light on reaction among whites
to the campaign. One letter is
from a correspondent in Cape
Town :

"l myself.am of the apigion that
the . campoign is: growing jin. dimen-
sion. ‘There .was skepticism, -indif-
ference, .or mild .apneyapce ot one
tigte -amgng white Sowth ,Africans
cbout the camapign; it Is stli! dif-
ficult-for the.whites, . who, with few
exceptions, have litHe personal
contact with the nen-Eurgpecns
here, o gauge -the-depth. of resent-
ment felt by the.nonEurvpeans.

“Seuth  African Europeans,
generally speaking, did not take
the campaign seriously until the
reeent riots in Port Elizaheth,
Kimberley, and East London, and.
Mau Mau trouble in Kenya.

“As far as can he ascertained
in the absence of a judicial en-~
quiry, these riots have mno con-
nedtion with the campaign. The
African National Congress lead-
ers both before and after the
riots denounced categorically vio-
lence in any form. And there is
no apparent reason to doubt their
sincerity. The povernment has.re-
fused to set up a commission to
enquirve inlo the basic causes of
the violenee, but its spokesmen on
pubtic platforms atiribute _the
riots to-the resistance campaign.

1

id from

fhites

They suggest a Mau Mau parallel
as well, apparentiy~to justify the
strong measures they intend ‘to
take to stamp out the resistaneg’
movement. (They also blame An-

gliean. clergymen, the United N

tions, the South Afvicah Colrt af
Appesls, the South African Eng-

lish press, the political opposition

party, and. other agencies .of that

sort, for the disturbances.)

“By internationcl stcmdcrds,
there are .not -many liberaf. wgife-
people in -South Africa. OF thoin'
liberaly, a few seem to be Increas-.
ingly sympathetic with the cam-
paign. Cthors seem to hove jdenti-
fied themselves more with their
whiteness than with fheir “liberal
Ism since the riots. .

“There seems little reason to,
believe that the government wil
agree t0 meet with the African
leaders in oxder to discuss some
of their dernands, if by the A_fn—
can leaders you mean the African
National Cengress. On the con-
trary, government spok&cmen
have indicated that they
posgibly be willing to talk tb -
‘moderate’ African leaders after
they have stamped out disaffec—
tiot, but that they would’ not éon-
sider -talking :to rebels, among
whom they class African National,
Congressmen,”

B\JO.{S RE CEIVER

N e B

Recewed from the New Ameri-
can Library, publishers of Signet
and -Mentor pocket ‘books, pub-
lished January 28:

The Age of Longing, by Axthur
Koestler. Signet Giant, 352 pages; |
35 eents,

What to Listen for in Mugfe,.
by Aaron Copland. Mentor, 180
pages, 35 cent.s

Episede in Pubnetto, By Em"
kine Caldweil. Signet, 160 pages,

25 cents.

ZTrouble in Tombstone, by Tom,
J. Hopkins. Signet. 144 pages,25
cents,

Mouided, in Eorth, by Richard
‘Vaughan, Signet, 208 .pages, .23
cents,

Stripped for Murder, by Brzmn
Fischer. Signet, 144 pages, ‘2'5
cents.

Reach to the Stars, by Calder IE
Willingham, Signet, 160 pages, 25
cents,

A Heyo of Ouwr. Time,- by Va.nr:l;L-

Pratolini. Signet, 160 - ‘pages, 2B
eents, ) il
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"MORE ON SCIENTIFIC METHOD AND ESP
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By CARL DARTON

The writer of a special column,
Lurning out material at regular—
aind, oo often, irregular—inter-
~ wals, welcomes a reader who dis-
agrees with his opinions as some-
thing of a windfall_ . :
Zomrade Coben's disogreement
Wwith ws on ESP in the Jonuary 5
izsee of LABOR ACTION .appeoars
#a be on three counts: (1] we were
teo horsh and tacked discrimina-.
_tiow in judging the scientific status
“af “extra-sensory” studies; {2} we
_ fended toward the attitude of a
cless or “soclalist” selence; ard
13} we did not condemn "official”
fcience for being too comservative
Im #s prejudices against new and
wevel Ideas.

= : It will clarify matters to state

that the article by Dr. Kennedy
~an ESP which we reviewed was

{5 lpart-of a symposium on “Some
' Tinosthodoxies of Modern Science”
" dn the October 15, 1952 Proceed-

iftgs of the. American Philosophi-
fonl Society. Also discussed were
| Weélikovsky's astronomical theo-
ries as expopunded in Worlds in
Caolfision and the practice of
“dowding.” Listed as a current

' uncrthodexy, but not discussed in

~atetail, was the therapy Dianeties.
In addition, various scientists

./ zonsidered the proper means of

- validating scientific theories and
beliefs. Anyone interested in re-
polving -the disagreement between
Comrade Coben and ourselves
will find the above bulletin, at a

dollar, a real book bargain. He

will find also that our rejection
-of the scientific status of Dr.
- Bhine's work is shared by the
writers therein. -
let us consider some .of the
poinis of Comrade Coben’s objec-

| tioms. We “lumped fogether” tele-

i
-

-

pathy, precognition, clairveyance
and psychokinesis, 8o does D,
Kennedy. Dr. Rhine himself ap-
parently considered all of these
- subjects of equal significance but
investigated some more than oth-

 ‘ers becanse of the “ease of ex-

“perimentation.” As noted above,

ke vecognized scientists also had

o corapunction against throwing

+the Duke ESP experiments “in

- the same bag" as Dianefics.

 ANTI.SCIENTIFIC

©n the question whefher Dr.
Ekire’s experiments attempt to
prove the possage of ‘'thought
waves,' we feel that basically his
work con be interpreted In me
other manper. What does the term

" Yextra-sensory’” imply except the

presence . of mysterious non-mote-

._ ‘riai phenamena?

. That sciénce today recognizes
“ that mental processes involve
electrical and nerve impulses
Awithin the brain cells does not
- warrant the stretching of such
coneepts into “theught waves” be-
tween two individuals. Dr. Rhine
* himgelf seems to rule out the
Hyadiations” of physics as an ex-

- planation,

More mnportant yet in Comrade
Coben's discussion, is that he in-

fers that we are linking socialism
and science together in a manner
approaching that of a ‘class
seience.” This we categorically
deny.

The point we endeavored to
make is that since gur socialism
is based upon a scientific analy-
sis of society it is to our interest
to combat all anti-scientifie trends
in society, in which category we,
as others, place ESP. In so doing
socialists may encounter ne more
znd no less difficulty than they do
in combating the enervating ef-
fectz of religion.

This obvicusly does not mean
that we must form anti-ESP cadres,
ete.; nor is a "'speclal saocialist”
ottltude called for. We merely wish
to expose Irrationalism no matter
with what pseudo-scientific veneer
it may be covered. ) .

Just ss important also is the
social role which the anthority of
‘iofficial science” may play. This
of course is related to the ques-
tion. of authority in general.
Though socialists are naturally
rebels they can have little objec-
tion to subnaitting to the avthori-
tative fechnical knowledge of the
professions and trades. That un-
der certain circumstances we fol-
low the dictates of our doctor or
rur aute or radio mechanie, causes
us no concern.

This principle we have fol-
lowed in our column. Since we
often touch upon other than our

Jown special field of science and
technology this resort to author-
ity is absolutely necessary. If our
efforts have any value at all it is
because we endeavor to root our
opinions in the fact and Hndings

of recognized or established
seience,
“"ORTHODOXY"

We realize thot, in considering
what should be accepted as “rec-
ognized” science, one is walking
on thin ice. Even the definition of
science js an elusive thing. One
definition, and e not alfogether
{facetlous one, is that it is what
sclentists think and do. The differ-
Ing concept of "science' In Russla
and the United Stotes illustrates
what can happen wnder varying
social and political condltions,

However, over the years scien-

tists have built up the experience
and the principles by which to
judge what is “good” or “bad”
selence. We are speaking of its
interior value, of course. On the
other hand, any “in-group” even
in scienee ¢an put too much em-
phasis on conservatism.

The defense of* “orthodoxy™ or
authority in science is best ex-
pressed in the words of I. Bernard
Cohen of Harvard Univexsity,
cne of the participants in the
aforementioned symposium:

“QOyrthodoexy is a hurdle for every
new scientific idea. This meansg
that a scientific theory must have
a considerable hackground of ex-
perimental data before it can be
given any serious consideration.
It must, above all, demonstrate
by important results that it is
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superior to the orthodox concep-
tions. Asea result, orthedoxy im-
poses a process of selection, so
that the number of new ideas that
have -to be constdered by prac-
tising scientists is considerably
reduced. Had scientists no ortho-
doxy, and if they weicomed with
avidity every possible idea that
one might have, the seientific en-
terprise’ would be characterized
by chaos rather than positive
achievement and progress.”

QUESTION OF ENERGY

Does this mean that science
turns its back on the new and
startling? The whole history of
science proves that this is not so.
The new, hoewever, musi prove
itself by established procedures
that are included in the concept
“seientific method.”

Not that sclentists any longer
“believe that there is Qne Scien-
tific Method; rather they are real-
izing that each field of specializa-
tion or discipline must develop its
own. However, the one unchang-
ing element of all scientific meth-
ed is rationalism. This, perhaps,
is one of the few absolutes in
science,

One additional quotation from
the symposium (E. G. Boring,
professor of psychology, Harvard
University) :

“The uncerthodoxies come, and
many of them go, and o few are
obserbed inta an orthodoxy which
keeps changing with progress. 1t
-would not do for us Yo attempt to
police enthusiosm, but-it is impor-
tant to understand i ond its ef-
fects, fo criticize it and to point
out” s dangers. Yellkovsky may
yet do us a service by becoming o
paradigm for how a scientific be-
lief Is not to be induced, ond
Rhine, fif | may here introduce my
own opinion on ESP, may become
the paradigm foer the waste of
enerqy when boundless enthusiasm
is directed wpon o pocrly formu-
lated problem,”

We admit that in our original
article we used the term. Yfeeble-
minded” in a somewhat loose man-
ner when we deseribed the men-
tal status of those whe engage in

serious _-co‘t%:gjgieration'{ of extrar.

senisory pdwets, However, thé ap-
plication of one’s energy to the
problem of ESP instead of one
of the multitude of available fields
of scientific research does seem Lo
us to be guite foolish.

Future generations, socialist fo
be sure, may consider such inter-
ests as ESP as of no greater men-
tal laxness than- hydrogen-bomb
research and far less dangerous.
In any event it can be said that
current ESP investigations lack
social as well as scientific sense.

AND IN
THIS CORNER —.

By PHiLIP COBEN

'm afraid I didn’t manage to
make my point of objection clear
te Comrade Darton. Here it is
again:

The “one aspect” on which I
took issue with him was on “seri~
cus efforts to investigate the
question” of ESF in the labora-
tory, an effort which he rejected
w advance (that is, before scien-
tific experimentation) as ftself
proof of “irrationalism,” to be
rejected by sociajists.

1 specifically stated that this
issue *is quite apart from the
validity of eriticisms, by scien-
tists such as Dr. Kennedy, of Dur.
Rhine’s procedures.” That seems
to me quite clear and the iszue has
nothing to do with most of Com-
rade Darton’s rehuttal.

Neither “rationalism,” the sci-
entific method (One or Many),
nor materialism rules out in ad-
varce {as Darton did} an open-
minded inquiry into the possibility
of extra-sensory perception. Sci-
entific judgment must be reserved
for all the evidence. Darton made
it clear that he didn’t need to
wait for evidénce to reject it be-
cause he already knows thé an-
swer, which he deduces a-priori.

He asks: “What does the term
‘extra-sensory’ imply except the
presence of mystericus non-mate-
riad phenomena?” That is a give-
away of the unscientific ¢character
of his approach ¢n this point. The
acientist’s first job Is t¢ find oul
IF the phenomenon exists at all.
Darton rules cut the investigution
because he knows beforefand that

{Continued from page i}
himself because, as he says, T
would like to be like Cacsar’s wife,
you know, above any possible sus-
picion.” America bows its head
in gratitude,

Speaking of Caesar’s wife——or
in this case the wife of Caesar's
wife—Mrs. Charles E. Wilson is
2 ‘wealthy woman in her own

right with total assorted stocks

worth $1,068,408. Of this, only
3709,408 worth is in GBM stocks.
But Wilson assures the committee
that it will never influence him.

FOR THE KIDDIES

Then, too, he is a family man
worried about the future of his
little brood of six children and
thirteen grandchildren whe de-
serve a little stake in life. Of
course he will not sell ell of his
GM stock-—some little he would
like to give to them-—not much,
for he is a poor man,
© As he told the senators, “I see
noe harm in giving them a little
part of it. I cannot afford to give
themt much of it because I will
have to pay gift taxes on it.” Not
much, only 26 per cent.

‘Wilson will forget that he ever
amassed so impressive o fortune
out of GM; he Wili cast the $400,
000 por yewr cut of his mind; be
will

children; he will dismiss $rom his
mind -the power he wielded, the
generous bonuses and dividends
with which he was showered. From
now or, he will gaze upon the
GM empire with a placid aloofness
and an uvarufied objectivity.

In his own words, as he empties
the desk drawers in his offices In
the GM building, “I have a gort of
a feeling of nostalgia over it, be-
cause 1 have some wmarvelous
friends in the company. Of aourse,
they will still be friends of mine,
I hope. T may see them socially or
cceasionally, but I will have no
relationship with- General Motors
gnd the fine men who_ dre Funntriy
it would not want me to.”

Ah yes, 2 man is ealy human.
And then, too, GM contracts with
the government are only five bil-
lion doilars or a very little more.

YOU HAVYE TROUBLES?

But try os he may, fhe man's
money pursues him, 1t {s the curse
of riches.

Even after leaving GM, Wilson
learns that he is still entitled to
payments for years to come as
follows; In 1955 he geis 604
shares of stock and $203,685; in
1956 he gets 333 shares and
$130,793; in 1957, 195 shares and
§64,764.

Of ecourse, Wilson brought to
the commitiee’s atteniion the

fact that “as you see, the amounts’

are dropping off each year."” But
still, what to do with it all? He

il it exists it must be “non-mate-
rizl,” and since the latter is im-
possible it cannot exist. Q. E. D.
Surely that must remind one of
something which was popular a
few centuries ago, . . .
Footnotes: (1) I never even
mentioned the notion -of “class
seience.” (2) I know that enough
authorities still lump tke *unor-
thodox” Rhine with Velikovsky,
Dianetics, ete. That is exactiy
what 1 was discussing, (3) I
didn’t ask him to condemn “offi-
cial science.” (4) The recommend-
ed book will not resoive the prob-
lem I amn diseussing. (5) 1 don’t
know how the guestion got in of
relying on dectors and radio me-
chanics for their special knowl-
edge. {6) Darton’s new point is
that investigation of ESP would
not take priority over more im-
portant tasks. That may be true

ignore the heoldings of his.
wite and children and his children’s .

though it is irrelevant here. In .

any case, [ wouldn’t be interested
in discussing what experiments-
tion is worth how wuch erergy;
a good portion of the monographs
in the technical journals might
fall under such strictures, some
of them ahead of ESP.

I myself do not believe the ex-
istence of ESP has been proved,
“by Rhine or anyone else. It is
the methodological issue that m-
terests me in this fttle argument.

can find no way to avoid the im-.
position,

Finally he agrees to go to ex-
treines, but only after protest:
“I really feel you azre giving me

quite a pushing arcund. ... will
make one more commitment with
yvou. I wili take another look at
it and if there is no way_for me
to dispose of it . . .
dividend equivalent that I receive
in any increase in the value of
the stock over the present market

value, I will give it to charity. If’
I can’t clean it any other way, L.

will do that. Is that satisfactory,
sir? ’

But the poor millionaires can
never uuioad the heavy burdes,

Atter selling their heldings, they

are left with enormous quantities

of cash. While this may seem like

a #rifiing problem #o you and me,

it is heart-rending to the rich mon

who hates cash and must heve in--

vestments, ' -
George M. Humphrey, the new
secretary of the treasury, laid his

any of this,

Yo

plight before the cominittee: “if-

1 sold everything, all my stock—
and that would be a bardship—
what would I do? Put the cash. in

the bank? Then I would have-an-
interest-inm the bank. Buy govern--
ment bodns? Then I would bein a-
position to influence the price of -

government bonds.”

It i1 @ 1953 version of the curse

of Midas, indee_d. i i
NEW POINT FOUR

Senator Byrd sympathized with

Wilson’s similar plight: *I'think
maybe government bonds are go-
ing to be better investments than
they have been,” he remarked.

“I do not. know just what a man
can do,” lamented Wilson, the
poor millionaire. *I de not par-
ticularly want to go into the apple
business, for instance.”
one say this was an vitkind cut at
Eisenhower’s great Republican
predecessor in the White House?]

[Would |

“If there was a nice clean way -

without too much -pepaliy for me

personally sto _sell sayerviing A,

haed and put it in" government

L
rc

bonds, I would do it; but the . ..

penalty is too great, gentlemen,
and I do not know why.you should
ask me to do if.” .

Just what con he do with this
five-million-dollar white elephant
in cash? -

“Do I have to invest it in Can-
ada, or Mexico, or sonie place
clse,” he asked. :

Excellent! He has it there. Just
the thing!

Let Wiison Invest a few milllons
in Canada or Mexico, betver sfill
in india or Germany. Then he can

speak as a man with something

more ot stake than phroases when -

he urges them to join the great

camp which fights only for demeoc- .

racy, civilization and Our Woy of
Life. .

It will be the personal Point
Four of eur secretary of defense,
He had confidence in the futare
of GM. Now he will dizplay con-

fidence in the future of Canada, -

Mexico, Europe, Asla. The possi-

bilities are unlimited. 1t would
arouse the world. . . . - -

-,
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Stdlin.istk Youth Show Doubts as The y Get ‘Clarified” on Russian Anti-Semitic Drive

By HENRY GALE

NEW YOREK, Jan. 26—This evemng the Labor Youth
League (Stalmlst youth group) held a public meeting
I:o bolster the sagging convictions of its roembers on the
Trecent wave of anti-Semitic trials and arrests in Stalin-
ist Russia and its satellites:

Even before the meeting started we were introduced
fnte the aimosphers thot would hold sway Inside. A few
members of e Socialist Youth League were distributing
last week's LABOR ACTION before the entrance while
Stolinist hacks watched this achivity apprehensively. Un-
fortunately for our worthy hosts, the bockward natare of
Mew York City climate prevented them from taking the
kind of constructive oction against this outroege which
would have been Indicated in on advanced People’s De-
mdcracy such as Poland, ond so they had to content them-
selves with posting a few budding GPU agents at the

+entronce,

After half of our SYL comrades had purchased tick-
ets, these Stalinists suddenly woke up and refused the
yest of us tickels to -this supposedly poblic meeting,
(That any of us at all were allowed in was no doubt
due to the faet that the unfortunate “ticket-sellers were
grossiy Iacking in ‘Communist vigilanee,” if indeed they

; were net, out:nght wreckers in the pay of Ben-Gurion.)

The msin speech of the meetirig was preceded by a
short talk given by a leader of the Puerto Rican section
‘of the LYL. This young man of undoubted good will in-
formed the audience on, the racist slander currenly being

. perpetrated by the bourgéois press against the Puerto

Ricin 85th infantry regiment now in Korea,
The capitalist press, it seems, reported that this regi-
ment does not fight as well as other American reginrents.

i To socialist hearers, another guestion might have im-

pesed itself: perhaps the charge reflects, rather, the un-
willingness of Puerte Rieans to fight in Ko¥ea on behalf
of their imperizlist masters.

FIVE LINES OF APOLOGY

Mainly, however, this talk aimed to create.an amal-
gam of this press “slander’ (about the Puerto Ricans’
unwillingness to fizht) and the “slander” about Staliniat
anti-Semitism.

Contrary to our predictions, based on acquaintance

with the Stalinist doublethink technigue, the main
speaker, A, B. Magil, did not begin his lecture with the
favorite Stalinist gambit—ie., the Stalin Constitgtion
states that there will be no dlscrimmatlon, “outlaws”
anti-Semitism, ete.

instead he purssed five main lines of apology, malrly
aloeng the lines of "You're another!’” The American bour-
geoisle, which maintains its own Jim Crow system, Is guilty
of rank hypocrisy In occusing Stotinism of anti-Semitism:

Zionism iz not only "anti-Semitic” but aiso lends Hself in-

herently to counter-revolutionory espionage achy (the
first being ‘proven’ by garbled quotatiens from Herzl,
Pinsker and Welzmann, and the second receiving no proof
ot all}; it is not a question of anti-Semitism but of "onh
Zionism"; the defendants were really guilty of espionagel
etc., emd this was basic $#o *heir prosecution {a line of
orgument flatly contradictory to the previcus one, that
they were convicted of Zionlsm); and lastly, anti-Semitism
In Stalintund is inconceivable, since mowhere else In the
world have Jews attained such heighis.

The last paint he sought to demonstrate by references
to such leading Jewish ﬁg'urea 25 Rakosi- (there is no
doubt that, after Rakosi is purged, he will ke able to
find . othem—after all, there's always- Kaganmeﬁ),r«and
by a really fantastic suphmm that the admitted fatfure
of -the Jewish gutomomous region of Biro-Bidjan (in
reality its liguidation) 'is a proof of the free status and
contentment of Russian Jews.

CONYENIENT "QUESTION PERIOD"

The “question period” at the end was managed in
true Stalinist fashion. IMstead of taking guestions from
the flvor, in what some wreckers might consider the demo-
cratic way, ushers circulated among the abdience and
coliected written guestions whick the speaker chiose to
answer or not, according to how dgcommodating they
were to the line that he had just finished expounding.
For example, although_ the socialists in the audience
submitted a large number of qu&itwns, 1ORE ‘Were an-
swered.

Instead, he discussed at great length the $100,000,000
“Opetation X” of the' U. 8. governmeat, in response to
a *“question” asking him to *“explain and clarify’” this
subject.

However, even in some of the obviously set-up ques-

George Orwell: -'Homage to Catalonia

0rwe||’s Education in the Spanish Revolutlonf"

tions, the real doubts in the minds of the audience came-
through. For instance, one question asked why so many of
the defendants were Jews.

His answer was dumbfoundingly sm'lple These trlals
featured only a small group of spies and saboteurs;
therefore, since they dealt with Zionist espionage, a large:
percentage of the defendants were Jews; however, this,
is only a small percentage of the total number of spies.
and saboteurs who have been captured in the workers’,
paradise: in the total picture, Magil stated, the Jews
undoubtedly do not occupy a disproportionate part.

CANKERS OF DOUBT

This of course Jeaves unanswered the question of the
fate of these other spies and saboteurs. Haven't they
even the right to a public trial? However, perhaps they'
can be content, for the time being, with Magil’s assm-‘
ance that their turn will come,

Ancther such guestion asked why there were no_
Western newspaper reporters admitted to the trials, In-’
stead of answering, he merely rephrased the guestion’
with thé hypothesis that there were no Western reporters
in Prague who could attend what, he claimed, was a fully’

public trial. He gave ne word of explanation why, even |

if thefe were no reporters in Prague at the time, -they
were not permitted to fly there from Vienna m a fewf
hours?

That even such questions us these were chosen. for an-
swer shows the doubts that this anti-Semitic outbreak has
injected Into fhe censciousness of the Staliniats dnd their
youthful periphery. Another demonstration of this was the .
wnusually mild reception ifor a meeting of this fypel -
given to LABOR ACTION by the stalwarss present. Sur--
prisingly faw copies were ostento¥ously #orm up, ond o
majority of those distributed were kept and read by their’
reciplents.

The effect of these trials and arrests on the large
petty-bourgeeis and Jewish New York City Stalinist
membership and periphery was to be etpected, but can

very well be overestimated in wview of the enormous

capacity of these people for rationalizetion and self--

deception. Nevertheless, such a meeting as this was |

evidence that the cankers of doubt have begun to eat

their way into. the Stalinist mind. More power te them!

By ROBERT MAGNUS

Readlng George Orwell’s Homage to Cafalonia* (re-
[ cently republished in an American edition with an intro-

! duction by Lionel Trilling),

is a pleasant experience. Not
* because it is a great book, but because it is an honest book.

.1

Great books about the Spanish civil war there are none.
i The number of dishonest books, even in English, would pave
! tHe stieets of New York City. Orwell’s modest contribution
is a good example of what might have been accomplished
] by that cabal of journalists who “reported” the Spanish
events: it stands out like pearls among the swine,
This work is not a systematic political analysis. Being
in the nature of an eye-witness account of Orwell’s experi-

ence as a POUM militiaman
on the Aragon front and in
the May Days in Barcelons,
it is spotty and fragmentary,

, ahd does not even pretend
" o tell the whole story of the

eivil . war, Yet there is more
political isight In s few pages
than in all the dack tomes writhen
by the Aang Louise Stromgs and
the Lowis Fischers.

“I am not writing & book of
propaganda,” says Orwell, and in

-ﬂiu-t‘h the book fairly shines with
h

s reticence for generalizations
beyond his immediate experienee
and his hatred of fluff and bom-
bast.” This ,was enough.to con-
dema it—in the eyes of Herbert
Matthews of the N, Y. Times—
as “‘one of the most damning to
hdve been written and printed

" about the Loyalists.” As u mat-

ter of fact, it is only damning to
those: habitués of the Popular

- Front who helel the center of the
' stage not long ago and who have

suddenly awakened to the “im-
nworafity” of Stalinism. \
“#1 _bad accepted the
Chronicle-Neew Statesmun version
of the war as the . defense. of

'civiliz'ation against a2 maniacal

'HﬂMAGE T9 CATALONIA, by
ﬁl‘"ﬁl Orwefl, Harcoart, lruce
'h 5

- Days.

News.

cutbreak by an army of Colonel
Blimps in the pay of Hitler.”
This led Orwell toward a tem-
porary suppoert to the Stalinist
line of “the war -first and the
revolution afterwards.”

Orwell soon discovered, how-
ever, that fhis slogon wos 'eye-
wash" and that "the thing for
which the Communis¥s were work-
ing was net to pestpone the Spon-
ish revoiution HIl o more suitable

fime, but to make sure thot It
never happened.” -
NOT TAKEN IN

The most important event in his
process of political - awakening
was the crucial struggle between
the Bareelona working class and
the bourgeois-Stalinist counter-
revolution, a struggle which has
gone down in history as the May
Orwell’s aceount of . this
event, written zrom the point of
view of a participant, iz one of
the best which exists in. English
and can be considered the central
theme of his beok.

On returning to Barcelona from
the Aragon front in April 1937,
Orweil noticed that *the revelu-
tionary atmosphere had van-
ished,” There is more wisdom anil
understanding in this small sen-

tence than in all of the old, stale
Popular Front editorials of The.

Nation.laid end to end. .

The revolutionary uslmosphere
kad vanished. Translated into
Liberalese this would read: “The
heroie popuiar enthusiasm which
saved the republic from the hordes
of fascism in the early days is
now being replaced by Effective,
Practical, . Government-Controlled
Action.” This was the formula
used by the liberals to cover over
the profound social ;and political
struggle which Weht on behmd
the Loyalist lines.

Orwell was not taken in.

“The thing that had happened
in Spain, was, in faet, not merely
a civil war, but the beginning of
a revoluiion. It is this fact that
the anti-faseist press outside
Spain has made it its special busi-
ness to obscure. The issue has
been narrowed down to 'fascism
versus demacracy’ and the revo-
lutionary aspect concealed - as
much as possible. . . . The cen-
tral isste has been successfully
covered up.’

AIR OF EQUALITY

The reason for this, according
to Orwell, was that " greatly
simptified things to prefend that
no revolution had' happened. fn
this way the real significonce of
every event could be covered ap;
every shift of power from: the
trade unlons to the central govern-
ment could be represented as @
necessary step’ In military reor-
gonization, The situation produced
was curious n the extreme. QOud-
side Spain féw peopie grasped that
there was o revolution; inside
Spaln nobody doubted it."

Orwell "at least could hardly
doubt it since he had spent more
than four months with the militia-
men on the Aragen front. Today,

‘in an epoch when socializm has

been pushed back and totalitari-
aniam threatens, his -description
bearg repetition.

“] had dropped more or less by
chance into the only community

of any size in Western Europe
- where political conscioazness and

thus para!y_zmg the government.”

.
A
w0
n-"..' I
o
B
disbelief in capitalism were more As a matter of fact, a3 Walter T
normal than their opposites. ., ., Krivitsky has shown, the seizure of
However much one cursed at the the Telefonica was a dellberate F
time, one realized afterwards that ac<t of provocatlon, engineered by .
one had been in contact with the Stalinists under the command 1
something strange and valuable. of the GPYU and supported Ia one .
One had been in a community way or the other by aif the bour- =
where hol})le was more normal geois elemends in Spain. |
than apathy or cynicism, where \ ]
the word ‘comrade’ stood for TIME-TESTED -
comradeship and not, as in most The POUM, then sunk in a i
countries,- for humbug. One had morass of collaborationism, wus . I
breathed the air of equality. T  far from aiming st a revolution- - - l
am well aware that it is now the ary seizure of power. The Apar. . .o
fashion to demy that socialism has  chists, in the leadership of the # .
anything to do with equality. In  majority of the workers of Bar- . * =
every country in the world a hiuge  celona, had retreated step by step - '
tribe of party-hacks and sleek in front of the developing.coun- , ]
little professors are busy 'prov- ter.revoiution, The May Days o
ing’ that soctalism means no more  were 2 spontaneous and lead.e- , i
than a. planned state-capitalism  Jess vebellion of the masses of bl
with the grab-motive left intact,  Barcelona in answer to the proves .- - -
But fortunately there also exists cations and outrages of the Stal ° Af,
z vision of socialism quite differ- jnist party and the police. ] :
-ent from this. The thing that at- Considering that the book was :
tracts ordinary nien to socialism  first published in 1938, that it : o
and makes them willing %o risk  treats the Stalinists (in line with -
their skins for it, the ‘mystique’ the then current attitude) as jost -
of sccialism, is the idea of equal-  another “mistaken’ working-class i
ity; to the vast majority of peo- organization, and "that it only e
ple sacialism means-a classless  Geals with events in -Catalonia -
sociely, or it means nothing at from December 1936 to abont : -
alt.” June 1937, it is yet worthwhile - -
PROVOCATION reading from every point of view. .~
. Given Orwell’s close connections ., I
Orwell does a neat job of ex-  ith the British Independent La-
posing the thick crust of les y4, Party and the POUM, ang his - -
which was built up around the génerally left-socialist, anti-Stai- 13
May Days and the role played by {1ist attitude, he was able to write i3
ihe POUM (the left-wing social- ;1 geeount which has stood the ) A
ist group) in this event. ) test of time and events. o ]
“In the Communist and pro- Eee)
Communist press the entire blame d:i
for the Bareelona firhting was Long aut-of-print scarce, A
laid upon the POUM. The affair but ywe ;tm,fepaw;ﬁ?ﬁ, :fef{,‘ 2 3" '
was represented not as a sponta- | second-hund copies in excellents i
neous outbreak, but as a deliber- condition—$2.00. H Eg :':'- -_qj
ate, planned insurrection against ! i Ena
the government, engineered sole- REVOIB*IOB and f %:
ly by the POUM with the aid of Couni'er-revolui'lon e 1
a few misguided ‘wncontrollables.’ s i #'
More than this, it was definitely a - "' PQII‘I H oty
fascist plot, carvied out under by FELIX MORROW =
fascist orders with the idea of Lobor Action Book Service L=
starting civil war in the rear and 114 W. 14 St N. Y. €. -} ot
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~ Open Letter to the American Comm. for (ultuml I-'reedom

The Executive Committee of your organiza-
tien, the American Committee for Cultural ¥ree-
dom, has recently adopted a statement on “The
Visa Problem” which deals with this "limited
aspect of the McCarran Immigration Act. The
statement has led to much.questioning by friends
of the ACCF; and critics of the organization—

we aye concerned with the anti-Stalinist critics, of course
—Dhave been given reason to believe that their dim view

" of the committee’s orichtation is reinforced.

For it is the ACCF's orientation as a whole which is
invelved in this and not mevely a particular stand.

We understand from the chairman of thie executive
committee, Professor George 8. Counts, that the meinber-
thp of the group will take up the Executive Conmitiee
stetement. We believe they face a test of what the
American Committee fs, in their view.

. The most important reosun why the character of $he
stedement has justifiably raised some eyebrows is that it
rg;h;ses Yo take a stand an the notorious McCarran Act
as o whele and, most especially, that it explicitly refuses
20 dake o stand on “the general principles of the law."

Instead it merely makes some detail criticisms of
only those provisions of the law which affect visey for

- wigitors and some vecommendations in this axea.

The natural question is—why?

It has been all the more astonishing to many be-
ca,use the McCarran Immigration Act is scarcely a con-
troversial subject smong liberals of any stvipe—or so
we thought. The President’s Committee report on the
law is not o radical doeument nor by radicals, but it
rakes the MeCarran monstrosity from stem to stern. In
comparison the ACCF statement is . .. shall we say an
evsvaon‘?

Senator Herbert Lehmun is a liberal Democrat, .but his
desenciation .of the act was o -medel of -libersl indigno-
%ign ageinst .an anti-democrafic enormity, compared with
The pacytiur stotement of the ACCF. His characterization
of ihe low is before you for considerafion, in terms . which
show that.it is not only the visa provisions which ¢oncern
the stated purposes of the ACCF:

The law, said Lehman, provides “an unfortunate
cecasion for the free world to note that the United
States, in its inmuigration and naturalization policy, re-
jewts the basic principles of freedom.”

_ The law, said Lehman, “sets forth a triple standord
of jusgtice—one standard for native-born American citi-
zens, still another for naturalized American citizens, and

“stiil another—and the most arbitrary and hlgh«;handed

of ali—for aliens and immigrants”

The law, said Lehman, means that “we say that
egual justice shall be only for native-born American
citizens; to others, pmcedmes bordering on police-gtdle
methods may apply.” .

The .law, said Lehman, involves “the question of
racel drscmmmatwﬂ Shall our Dmmigration laws make
Ins}:ltmg distinctions between individuals on the basis
of Tre cotor of their skin? Shall the law make a cruel
diffevéntiation between individuals on the basis of their
. we have on our books a set of immi-
grzijon and naturahzahon laws which are enocugh te
shech any decent and fair-minded Awmerican citizen.
These laws should make ns hang our heads in shame.”

The law, said Lehmang, is *founded on the same ps‘iw
eiples gnd theories s were espoused by Hitler and Tojo.”

Needless to add, Lehman is not the only one who has
de;wunced ~¢he law in similar terms.

Tt may be-that the very calm and objeetive pelitical
anplysts of the ACCF’s committee feel that Senator Leh-
moan has been emotionaily carried away—by what, per-
hepz?—put surely there is a challenge here presented. to
th¢ ideals and objectives espoused in .general language

. Ly the ACCF.

.-“Then why hos your committee .elected to remain so

. "epnepicususly silent?

The ACCF's Scope of Interest
- Four executive director has vouchsafed ws an answer

on inguiry.
s He -explained that the immigration and naturaliza-
tiom “pody of the act as well as its “general prmeiple‘a

. ake cutside the field of the American Commitiee:for Cul-

tural Freedom. He explamed that “the ACCF is not a
cimil-liberties organization,” mor, presumably, an organi-
zatien set up on immigration problems, and that -there-
Tare it was concerned only with the difficulties experi-
cueed by scientists, professionals, etc., in coming to this

_gewniry.

“This simply doesn't make sense. Or rather, with this
ko _explanation, the American Committes for Cultural
om does not make sense. But in.point of fact . the
explongtion is contradicted ‘by the whole of fhe ACCF's
ce{mnl-y

. {1) Thus, if the ACCF must walk.around the “gen-
eml principles” and body of the racist McCarran Act
Bbeéause it “is not a civil-liberties organization,” it is in-
deed peculiar that ane of the pamphlets published by the
mggamzatl,on is a pamphlet which deals with nothing but

. ¢ivil libewties.

This 15 a pamplhlet {Reprint No. 3) which repub-
lighes, for distribution by the organization, an article

fyom . Gowmamenteary entitled ©‘Civii Libepties,’ 1952‘_A.

Btady in Confusion.”

We are not concetned for the moment with our

. ‘opimion (detailed in Lasor ActioN for.June 16.)ast) that

't.l}m i¢ an onti-civilliberties article. It is, certainly, on
egn Hber’ues and nothmg else, Nor is the difficulty over-

come When we note that the anthor of this article on civil
liberties is glso the present executive director of the
ACCF, for surely the AGCF would .not, for such a rea-
son, make an exception which it would not .make in the
case of the somewhat more important MeGarran Act.
Nor can the explanation be that the article was so meri-
torious that semeore had to veprint it in pamphlet form,
sinee Commentury magazine itself has performed this
service. . N

(2; Likewise: in issues of the printed Bulletin.of the
ACCF we find articles dealing with issues of justifiable
interest for .the Committee, whlch express quite cate-
gorical opinions.

There was, for example, one on the Willie MeGee case
—which opines that he was guilty, objects to the death
sentenee, and then swings inte a denunciation of the
Stalinists for abusing his case for party ends. Surely
the MeCarrvan Act is just as relevant to the ACCF’s
scope of inferest. . . .

There was, for example, an article on the Nation-New
Leader lawsuit which concludes that "“Such an action
{the Nation’s] is incompatible with the tradition of a {ree
market in ideas,”

There was, also, an article deseribing the Congress
for Guitural Freedom founded in ladia as an affiliate.of
the ACCF’s parent boady. The action of the congress
which is headlined by the ACCF.is gIndian Calture
Congress Condemns ‘Neutralism.””

We are naturaliy raising ne questiun about the right
of this body te express its opinion or “neutralism.” The
article even explained its confiection with caltural free-
dom, for a resclution of the Indian congress (ihe anly
one chosen for quotation in-thearticle) explained that
“Neutralism is g danger, contributing to the weakness
of the free political system, and therefore putting. cul-
tural freedom in jeopatdy.”

Again, we .ore not ot the moment interested iﬂ‘d'is-
cussing your movemenit's views on foreign -policy, with
which we disageee, but only in the foct that the ACCF
suddenly gets very ''narrow™ in I#s concerns as a reasen
for tiptoeing around the McCarronm Act.

"Neutral” on McCarronism?

(3) Lastly: In startling contrast with this—perhaps
new—liinitation in the AGCGF’s seope, there are _appar-

" ently no questions outside the field of “cultural freedom™

when it is a matter of denouncing conditions behmd the
Tron~Curtain.

We ourseives do_ not ‘have the slightest sympathy with
those sad specimens of “libéralism” and even sadder

Stalinoids {not to speak of the Communist Party and its.

agents) who object to attacks on the Stalinist world as

Meputributing to the cold war” and who in effect cover

up the crimes of the Russian regime. But we &ilso can
find no sympathy for those who keep a double set of
books on.the other side.

Thus the ACCF has no hesitation in condemning

" slave-dabor in Stalinland, in speaking out against the
Prague trials, in denouficing and analyzing every and

any aspect of Moscow's totalitarianism. It does not stop
short with only the “cultural”™ aspects of that tyranny.
interpreted in some narrow sense,

We find, in fact, .that even on the domestic scene, as

in the cases discussed ahove under Points 1 wad 2, the
issues on which the ACCF is guite willing .to go far ofield
from a narrow “cultorai” interest are these issues which
Immlve denuncjation of Stalinism. -1t recagnizes no boun.
dories here. %
" It reprints a pamphlet on civil liberties-—although
“it is not a civil-libevties organization™ — swhen that
pamph}et centers its attention on (what it represents as)
pro-Stalinist lnﬂuences ameng liberals.

It takes up the Willy McGee case because the issue
involves the Stalinidts.

It takes a stand on big issues of .internatjoral pelitics
like “neutralism” because it considers this .part of the
ﬁght against ‘Stalinism.

It carries an article about the Natwazs disgraceful
action because of the wellzknown Stalinoid influences on
that magazine. '

It.really woald not change the matter to remind. ns
that the ACCE.has alsé spoken qut in some other cases,

such as that of James Wechsler’s banishment from TV,

Tor ‘surely you recogmize that we are speaking of .what
is .indeed the overwhelmingly.emphasized orientation of
the ACCE. .

Onece .again we repeaf—nol {o bore but to make sure
no ohe can possibly misunderstand--that it is greatly
necessary to expose the Rusgian totalitarians and Stalin-
ist .propaganda.

But.-if the American Committes is: merely.an "Ametican

iCommitiea for Cultural Freedom BEHIND THE IRON -CUR-

TAIN," while it treads gingerly in taking up the dangers

to freedom ot home, then dwe conclusions bave .to be -

frankly faced by its.members:

‘E1} it is aot.primarily Interested in coltural freedom,
daspite its titte and -bighminded -stated .oims, -but in im-
plementing the Stode Departments line all over the world,
and

A23 For this very reasos, it cannot. even.be-an effective
msiumen% in exposing the.crimes of the Russion barharians.

" That is the crux of the issue that is highlighted by
the “neutralist” position which has been taken on the
McGarran Act,

In words at least, the manifestes and declaratlons of
your movement do not leave room for such neutzalism.
Your .manifesto, adopted at the international Congress
for Cultural Freedom in Berlin in 1950, proclaims an
interest in every quegtion of -democragy.

It -addresses itself to “all men who .are determined
to megain-those liberties which they have lost andtextend

those which they enjoy.” The congress “was organized -
to defend and uphold the values of our cwll:zatlon,” by
defend the principles of intellectual integrity and human;
solidarity.”

Advocates of these great ideals cannot he si}ént-;_o_n P
the McCarran Act, which is an enemy of humgn seli+¥
darity, which endangers the values of civilization, agd
which takes liberties away from our people. &

Above all, they cunnot be silent merely because o)
speak ouf on THIS legislative crime, on THIS side of dbe
tron Curtain, will provide aid.and comfort fo the Stalinish.
propagandists whe have thelr ewn ax to grind.

For that is precisely the motivation {(in reverse) of
the liberai-Stalinoids whom you rightly condemn -om.
arounds of simple honesty, truth and cultural ihtegrity.

A pampblet issued by the ACCF says: “We refuse-to-
arant intellectual respectability to the active.or passive
accomplices of tyranny, terror and defamation.”

You have the Stalinists and their dupes in mind, but -
it is a hetter statement than was pe1haps intended. We
recommend consideration of the meaning of “pasaws.
accomnpliee” of the M¢Carran Act.

An ACCF ad in the New York Timey. declatel{
“There can be no neutrality in the struggle for freedom
of the human spirit.” . -

Did this merely mean: “There can be-no neutrality:in
the struggle for freedom in Russie” .but, not in. the
United States?

The ACCF wrote in an introduction to a pamphiei;
by Sidney Hook: “Whosver says he is neither for . hor.
against Communism is really saying that-he .is-uqt.op-:
posed to total eultural teyror, to judicial fmameups, fo-
siave-labor camps, to absolute regimentation ef, tbought,
to international aggression and mass murder.”

We.agree with that sentence. And what iy the AACF

“really saying” when it decides to be neither for nor-
against the “general principles” of the U. S. Congress’s -

1

law against human solldantv" ’

.
Yes, Put Freedom First!

bers of your Executive Cominittee, though refusing to
take a stand on the McCarran Act as such, were and ave’
“really” opposed to its heart and soul, its “general prin-
clples,”‘ its racist philosophy and plovzs:ons, kts 1lh'berai i
restrictions and straitjackets.

tf this has baen questiened to our knowledge—ongd. ii
has heen, in reports-that some influcntial. mermbersisf hat.
body support the low o3 o whole—it is because “your
statement on “The ¥isa Problem™ is written just as fif
these reports have a basis in truth. For.the recommend-
tions for chunge which you propose as .a “practical qnd
concrete” matter would not change the poisonous . Ileqc!
of the law, not even on the viso issue.

{1) Tt is true that “parts [of the act] are too vaguely
worded” and that “This permits of almost-any interpret- -
tion, ang coutd be used to exclude practically anyone dis-
pleasing to a particelar administration, party, faction,
or even individual. official.”

-

But the same is true of most of vour Executive Gom- - '

mittee’s proposed amendments! It recommends, for ex- -
ample, that the law should muke separdte requ:re‘mcnrq
for temporary visitor's visas and for 1mm1grat16n visan
The former should be granted with least delay “unless
there is reasen to believe that the applicant intends o‘;o’
wake use of hits wigil to engoage in e!lega.’, oF subvmswe -
activities.” .

Essentially that is _]uﬂst what the administration has -
. beens domg At best, the proposal is merely for giicker -
action in the implementation of the aci’s w1de-0pen and.
discriminatory principles.

It asks for other administrative - excﬁptwn% dlso:- I_n
faet, after complaining that the act-leaves too much roont
for admmlstratwe interpretation, it atiempts to improve
other sections by demanding that mere should be -deft to
adminisfrative diseretion than now!

It oh;ects to another clause on the ground-that ils
_intent is “adequately executed” by other language.in the
law -taken .straight .from the Smith -Act.

Other proposals made would indeed: improve the act—-— &,
ingetails. :

Your Executwe Committee's mam proposais 191‘ :
.changes in:the administration of the act.center around

better consular officials abroad to act on .visds. It pre-

scribes potitical qualifications for consuls which aré net
possessed by .the leaders of the State Department! and .
it proposes this as a “practical” matter. . . .

Given recommendations for change of this order, it ﬂ*
understandable that questions arise about the views of

influentia}l leaders. of the ACCF, whether or not -ile -

guestions are justified.
»

‘WE PUT FREEDOM FIRST;” is the ACCF!s sio:
£iri., - i
In its pamphlet of that title, the ACCF declave$:
“The task . .. is to change the present confused 3
poisened inteliectual climate. 1f we fail, we shall become
guilty of a new trahison de clercs, and the 1-esponslb1hf@'/

before history will be ours.”

We beg to make o slight omendment: A new:befrayal
by .3he inteliectuals camnot be charged if they falt ‘go .
change the poisoned intellectual amosphere. It . c,cl!‘h,e
charged only-if they fall to ﬁghf i, and most-particularly -
it they_contribute #o polsonulg the we!lsprmgs of Intei.
lectual integrity thamselves.

Of this, the “general principles” of the McCarzar
Act are a fest, a fest which the actlon of ‘the Af‘f]g
Executwe Committee has laid before the orga.mzablun ua ]
a whole. -

e Em.T_ﬂ?iﬂ

The above is written on the assumption that the mept- |
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1 Vpered-

The recently published issue of

Vpered, No. 5-6 of 1952, is the
st issue-of this paper dedicated
-toten witalysis of the current sit-
-uation within the USSR as re-
flbeted ih the materizis of the

19th party congress, the new
"Five Year Plan, and Stalin’s
latest work on “The Economic

Problems™ of Soeiatistn in  the

L +U88R:" The editors promise that

! .amti-Btalinist resistance,

- future issues of their paper
there will. be o series of analyti-
-cal articles. dealmg with these
-problents..

Vpered is the organ, published
.intemigration in Germany, of the
Marxist wing of the Ukrainian
organ-

" ized in the Ukvainian Revolution-

.ary Premocratic Party.

An article by Iv. M-ko, entitled
“FThe Crisis of Dict,atc.ushlp Be-
comes Acute,” gives a general

T summary of the proceedings of
the 19th party congress and deals
with _the new party rules of
CPSU. Iv. M-ko states that the
recent party congress was called
together by Stalin especially in
order to legitimize the new party
ruiles which are to play an excep-
"tional role in future party life.

Yhe rules were Invented by Stalin
leny before the meeting of the
congress and sone of the more or
Tess - !mparhnt amendments pro-
;posed by ronk-and-file members in
the pre-congress: discussion have
‘Becn inclided. For initance, the
corigress did net inciude a pro-

pbsal mdded by Hie Kharkov re-

gional purfy conference Yo expel
‘fié% ¥He party enybody whe may
'Be churdcferized as a hypocrite
dnd flaHErer before a superior
Forty officidl. fv. M-ko remorks
¥het thts iE quife understandable,
since otherswise Stalln would have
“fr okpel -such hypocrites as M.
"Rrus}rellw whkior are’ well known as
sueh I 'the purty.

ROT IN.THE PARTY.

.95 ‘the>other hand, the only
amrrdrﬁent whigh the congress
did adopt spoke of the duty of
‘Barty members “to defend and
“Strengtﬂéh the property of the
stare, i€ holy and untouckable
Wawis of our system”—and the
means, Iv. M-ke adds, of ruthless
’exi;lbi?aﬁb’hi of the workers.

THe +tteww party rules have
strengthened Stalih’s dictatorship
-egptecially slong the lines of the
furtheramalgamation of the par-
Ayiwith the- state. Today in actual-

. ify- thére rerfiaing very little dis-

tinction hetween these two, But
on the other hand the 19th party
¢+ gprzress  ghowed unmistakable
signs of the acute crises which

rot Stalin’s party.
It was the first time in the his-

' tory of the CPSU that a party

congress broadly dealt with such
questions as the corruption, moral
rottenness; suppression of criti-
cism, denunciations, embezzle-

ments, bribery, hypocrisy, ete., of -

the members of the “most pro-
gressive” party in the world, of
the “leaders of the world prole-
tariat.”

Iy, MRp concludes that the
‘prevatance of such vices in the
parfy will inevitably continue be-
“eagse the party's absolute power
over the people and the hier-
archiol sirictufe within the party
end within the whole soclety cre-
‘ate very fruitfal conditions for the
_rpreading of suck vices. “Stalinism
murches to its eod. W sti) lives
only because the new dlassless so-
cic !y which has olready been bern
‘wnder s shiell- iz ofraid of the
‘threat of capitalist intervention
“What Will the Representat.ives
_oad  capifalist resforetion” Iv.
| Mke says.in-conclading His arficle.

"IN UKRAINE

An article by Vs, Felix, entitled
of the CP of the Ukraine Report

ld N

~ You're Invited

to speak Jour mind in the letter
column of LA, Our policy i te
‘publish otters of generel politionl
intorrat, regawdless of views,
- Roep them fo 500-wordse.

/s

“of the USSR

On Mosmws Cmes l Harry Truman — —

te the 19th Party Congress?”
gives a thorough analysis of the
political situation in tHis republic
before the Moscow
congress. In fact it is ngd really
an article but rather a digest of
documents, facts, names, and fig-
ures, with some very far-reaching
conclusions. ’

Vs. Felix points out that the
CPSU, a couple of months befere
its Moscow congress, officially de-
clared in its orders and central-
press editorial articles that the
“problem eof the fight against
Ukreinian noationalism is the cen-
tral poftticel problem of the pres-
ent time end lhe main fask of
party members” (a direct quote
Srom Bolshevik). In view of this
problém and task the CP members
in the Ukraine got busy with
‘widespread propagavda to con-
virnee the Ukrainian workers and
peasants of the evils of national-
ism and the necessity o love the
“older brether”— the Great-Rus-
sians.

For the first ¥ime in the Illsl'ory
of the Soviet Ukraine the question
of nationalities oppeared in lowest
calls of society: In the workshops.
collective farms, workers' clubs,

village "culture houses,” in mass
meetings of miners, Nomsomol
youth, in the lowest party and.

trade-union organizations,

Vs. Felix brings out an endless -

Hst of such cases, taken fromn re-
ports in the local and -centrai
press, as in the lowest cells of
society party propagandists made
hundreds of thousands of speech-
es and reports on the guestion of
the natipnalities.

WANT MORE SPEECHES

One fizure will be sufficient
here: according to the official re-
port, of the so-called Association
for Spreading Political Knowl-
edge, during the first six months
of 1952 this body délivered 25,000
speeches and reports on the ques-
tion of nationalities and “friend®
ship with the Russian peopie”
which were heard by 7,700,000
people in the Ukraine.

But just Before the 18th party
congress the Stalinists declared
repeatedly that this was still quite
an insuffictent number of speech-
es, that there are still “very few”
propagandists in the Ukraine,
that the Ukrainian party organi-
zations still pay an insufficient
attention to this problem,

Simultaneously, during 1952,
there began =2 purge of the
Ukrainian CP. Vs, Felix lists
scores of names of leading party
officials on the regional level who
were purged for paying little at-
teation to nationalism or even for
being nationalist-minded them-
selves. The purged party officials
are replaced by new people sent
from Russia who are Russians by
nationality,

Frem an analysis of these facts,
the author draws the conclusion
that there is no “hourgeois na-
tipnalism™ in the Ukraine, since
there is no bourgeoisie. Stalin
uses thiz label to slander the feel-
ings of ordinary Ukrainian work-
ets in order to compromise them
and to frighten them with the
pessibility of capitalist restora-
tion or fascism,

Today the situation Is guite oa
unprecedented ane. There no long-
er exists any “deviolions” In the
uwpper strata of society;: those are
almest completely terrorized, foyal
to Stalin and to Great-Russian
chouvinism. The rebellion grows
from the very bottem of society
and it is thoroughly revelutionery
in its nature. It is not yet organ-
ized -and, probebly, even anarchical
in its behavior, But this is only the

beginning.
THE RUSSIAN BOSS

Felix writes that the roots of
this unorganized movement are
in the social and economic con-
tradictions of Stalinism as well as
in its natiomal contradictions.

What actually happens is the
following : a Ukrainian worker or
peasant sees that his superior, his
bosgs and exploiter, almost always
is 8 Russian-speaking bureaucrat

*

who came to the Ukraine from -

‘War:

outside, He sees also that the
product of his labor, be it steelror
wheat, goex north to Great-Rus-
sia. His children, if taught in a
Ukrainian vniversity, are always,

" sent to work to- Russia, thousands

of miles from home.

On the vther hand this ordinary
worker 13 no longer the jlliterate
»nd prejudiced person of the old
tearist regime. There no longer
exists the “Ukrainign nation of
villagers and foolish muzhiks.”
The workers and kolkhozniks read
papers, listen to the radio, attend
meetings, discuss pelities,

BEHIND THE NATIONALISM

In this way they learn at every
turn that the party says that the
“Russian people has helped the
backward Ukraine in the whele
course of the latter’s history,”
that' the “Russian nation is the
superior nation ina the whole
world,” ete. And he remembers his
Russian boss, his steel and whesat
which goes to the North, his sons
who are sent to Siberia, ete.

The result is what Stalin labels
“bourgeois nationalism.” Stalin is
not able to combat this popular
movement, because in order to
combat it he must liquidate the
eontradictions of his system. That
is tmpossible. The flood of propa-
gandiste’ words do not help zat sll,
as the party reports show. On the
contrary, they stimuiate the move-
ment,

The same situation, accortimg
to Vs, Felix's data, exists also in
the other non-Russian republies
of the USSR,

(Continued $rom page 2}

5. Truman presents that illustra-
tiom,

Calvin Coolidge was able to stay
in the White House for four
years with hardly anyone notic-
ing his presence. But the United.
States of his day had few really
laxge problems te wmeet. The
United States of today bestrides
three-fourths of the world like o
mechanical monster, and the man
in the drivers’ seat eannot but
appear to be endowed with pow-
ers which almost approach the
saperhuman, -

MOLDED

" Of course, neither Truman nor
snyone else in hig position was oy
conld-be a free agent. He came to
power as the agent of a political
party shich put him there. His
actions were and had to be per-
formed within the confines of po-
litical forces as they are today
organized in this country. As
LABOR AcTION is against the
present political alignment, and
against any government which is
a product of this alignment, we
were and will remain wnsparing
crities and opponents of the ma-
jor policies both at home and
abroad which were carried out
by both Truman's administra-
tions.

Yef, in the coniext of this dis-
cussion it can be said that Tru-
man fuifiled his role probably
not much better, and certainly
not much worse, than it could
have ov would have been fuifilled
by almost anyone else in his posi-
tion. He did not go beyond, hut

he also did not fali far short of
the political understanding of
most of the liberals who lead the
laber  movement and wrife
weiphty articles on.how the world
should be saved from catastrophe.
His office and ‘his times molded
him and made him what he iz

HISTORY MAKES MEN

Socialists are often involved in
avguing with pecple wheo say that
ithe achievement of real deoc-
racy in both political and eco-
nomic affairs is impossible be-
cause we need exceptionally zifé-
ed “great men” to run the nation.
The common people are too stu-
pid, oo ignorant, too selfish, and
tos limited to do the job for
themseives. They do not have'the
iarge and gifted .minds needed to
grasp the complicated problems
of* their own gountry and the
world. Above all other reasons,
that is why socialism is 1mpos-
sible. So the line goes.

In réfutation of Fhese asséitions-

there are o milllon proofs, But.to-
day we present as a melér exhibit
‘a very ordinary man who ran tHe
government of the United Statés
wpfor simost esight yeors: Hcrry 5.
Truman.

This, of course, is not to say
that great events do not nesd
great and giffed men. Bt it is
also true that, in their ab-

sence, in this case, the nature of - -

the times and the nature of the
office produced an ersatz synthetic
version of that need. Everybody
knows that man makes history;
it should also be remembered that
history makes the man.

The Anti-Franco Fight——

(Continved from page 1)

Behind the powerful pregsure
campaign to assist France is a
strong phalanx of reactionaries
in the Senate, headed by Senator
‘McCarran, and a powerful seg-
ment of American Catholicism.
To them good and evil are deter-
wiined by what one’s attitude was
or is toward the Spanish Civil
good is rTepresenfed by
France and Spanish fascism, evil
by support of the Loyalist gov-
ernment or opposition fto Franco.

One of the most diligent and
expernsive lobbies that have oper-
ated in Washingtori in some years
is the pro-Franco group. Its work
waa rewarded when Congress ap-
proved a $62,5600,000 Tloan  to
Spain in 1950. In 1951, a lean of
$125,000,000 was made through
the Mutual Security Agency.

SINISTER ROLE=~

These loans were granted pre-
cisely when a-greaf mass struggle
was occifring in Spain and the
oppositicn ta the regime was ex:
presséd’ in the ovtbreok of strikes.
The fact that peoplé were reody
to strike In a nation with a police
regime is evidence enough of how
snbeardble conditions remain for
fthe mass of people. Jail, terror,
death—nothing could stop  #his
woave of prot’esf and oppuesition fo
Franco,

The sinister role of Washing-
ton's Spanish poliey made itself
feit because, just when the regime
was at its lowest point in some
vears, it eould point to A'merican
assistance as evidenee of intex-
ngtional standing and as a prom-

ise of meneral econemic improve-~

ment for the country, no makter
how temporary.

Many ordinary people — not
merely  politically conseicus so-
cialists—have had diffienlty try-
ing to square the wordy declara-
tions of the State Department to
the world at large in its effort to
organize an anti-Stalinist alliance
of nations with the wretched pol-
icy toward totalitarian Spain.
How cmn an American forsign
policy of organizing a “demoeratic
front against totalitdrianism” be
reconciled with recognition and
aid to Spanish totalitarianism?

The answer to that question is
that Americo has no “‘democratic
foreigr policy.” It has an expedi-
ent military foreign policy, f.e.. a
foreign policy based primarily on

¥

enl,

military needs. Thet is why it can-
not strike oot boldly in this worid
in which the greatest strength lies
in idéas and i high:minded polit-
cal policy based on gendine infer-
rationalist, democratic ideals,
American foreign poliey toward
Spain iz dominated not by politi-
but military considerations,
and these altone. This is no great
secret either; for the State Pe-
partment admits ss much, and
the Pentagon is quite proud of
its strategy which, in its heavy-
handed military way, omits po-
litical considerations entirely.

WASHINGTON SAFARI -

A vear ago, in response to ap-
peals received from BEurope, in:
dividuals and organizations in
New %York City orpganized the
Committee to Defénd Franco’s
Labor Vietims, with Norman
Thomas as its chairman and
Rowland Watts, of the Workers
Defense League, as secretary, The
commi{tee organized meetings and
picket lines in protest against the
wave of arrests, military trials
and executions which Franeo had
carried out against members and
svmpathizers of sécialist and an-
archist trade unions, the POUM
and the Basgue nationalists.

The committee also has been
building or assisting similar com-
mittees in other cities which have
held similar activities. Protests
were sent directly to Spain as
well as representations wmade to
the State Department.

As part of this activity in behalf
of Franco's victims, the committee
sent a dglequiion'\ consistivg: of
Norman Thomas, Rowlond Watts
and this writer to confer with a
‘Mr. Byington of the Western Euro-
pean Dlvision of #he State Depart-
ment. The purpose of the meeting
was to make representations to
the department in behalf of
Franca's victims and the COFLV.

The delegation called attention
to the Jong list of persecuted un-
ionists and political opponents
whota Franco had vietimized and
protested that State Department
policy had only bolstered the re-
zime at home and abroad. In these
representations, we could not but
point out the great contradictions
awmong the several policies purs
sued by the State Department

- abroad. Norman Thomas, for ex-
ample, deseribed to Byingtom and-

iwo other members of the depart-

ment how diffieult it was for him
to try to reconcile Ameriean pofs
ity in other parts of the world
with that in Spain. This was pare
‘ticularly true in Japan, Thomas
stated, where meinbers of the Sus
cialist Party showed full knoiwi
edge of what was happening.
DANCING TO THE TUNE
What the delegation learmed
and it didn't learn too much—was
that the State Departmient was
gingerly .4rying to dance out a
dificult number under pressure
{rom a Congress which.had wvoted
large loans to Franco and a Del
partment of Defense which was
demanding that Franco trade in

some good ilitary bases for
these joans.
The State Department, it

should be easy to see, was qmte
aware of the politiea! tarmoil
which might be stirred up among
the “Western Allies,” but it was

fully aware too of how strategic,

caily necessary the Spanish bases
were in the opinion of the gener-

als. It had no principled opposis.

tion to the loans, even though

these might be embarrassing to.

real democrats. What overbal-
anced everything was the value of
the military bases. i

Besides, Congress was then
making things gquite uwneomfort-
able for the State Department;
and it could not afferd {in a finan-
cial sense, too) to incur the fup-
ther wrath of MeCarran, Me-
Carthy, et al

American policy toward Spam
is one facet of a many-faceted
foreign policy growing ont of thé
cold war. Its net effect iz to hol-
ster & wmenacing, votten, totabi-
tarian regime in Spain. The
Spanish legacy of Hitler, Musso-
lint and Stalin has been accepted
Ly the ilnited States, Lo

' “

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERYICE
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specializes in books and pam-

phlets on the Lebor and Se-. -
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{Condinued from page 1)

' France can sirlke cther retaliatory
hlows anywhere in the Communisf
world by sundown.”

This is what American foreign

'polmy s going to be baszed on.

*The impression which such think-
fng is calculated to convey is ap-
pailing not only to us, but even

“more 50 to the peoples of Europe

~and Asia.

. This magazine, which was ar-
dently pro-Eisenhower during the

" campaign, seems to be telling its

"yeaders: ‘“America can do just

“about anything she wants to, If

‘you turn on your radio some

_morning - before breakfast, and
hear that the war has started in
earnest, there is no need to worry.
Go about your business as usual.
With your after-dinner-cigar you
will hear that Russian military

‘power has been destroyed, and it
is all over but the mop-up.”

‘NOT GETTING BETTER

| The boastfuiness, the exagger-
stion of this -issue of the U. S.
‘News & World Report can no
*doubt be attributed to journalistic

‘license. Yet it is not without sig#

nificance that the advent of Eisen-
hower to power appears to have
unleashed this king of “thinking,”
this bellicose spirit among bis
- supporters.

During the election campaign
'Eisenhower made much of the
‘agresh look” which he would e
able to give to American foreign
wpoliey, and particularly to the war
. S%n Korea. After his return from
that ill-starred country, he stated

that his policy would be shown in .

“Jeeds,” not words. The public
speculation, no doubt based on
well planted “leaks” from high
sourees, has been that in Korea
greater military pressure will be
applied than heretofore in an ef-
fort t6 make a truce on American
terms more compelling for the
Stalinists,

- The newspapers of the country
annoanced on January 26 that the
biggest American military action
of recent menths had been launch-
ed-on the Korean front. A heavy

concentration of planes and arti!-
lery were brought to bear on a
narrew sector, after which sev-
eral waves of American troops
were sent 0 capture the ebjective.

It cannot be doubted that this
action was supposed to be a dem-
onstration of the feasibility of the
new palicy. “Very important per-
sons” ‘were on hand as observers
(Chief of Staff Collins is in
Korea), and they were given
booklets . which described each
stage of the operation in advance.

The resol$ was a bicody repulse
of the American troops. The casu-
alty fiqures hove yet to be on-
wounced. What wos no doubf plan-
ned as o dramatic demonstration
of the "new’ policy at the very
begisning of the Elsenhower ad-
ministration has proved a-tragedy
for many American families. bs this
fhe “answer in Korea' for which 50
many Americans voted on Novems
ber 42

In other parts of Asia there has
heen a wmarked deterioration of
the American government’s posi-
tion in recent mounths. Robert
Trumbull of the New York Témes
reports that in India rumors have
come to be widely accepted to the
effect that the United States and
Britain -are going to build ajr
bases in Pakistan and to arm that

country.
The story seems to be that as

Egypt remains cool to the idea of .

.the Middle East Defense Organi-
zation, American and Brifish eyes
are shifting to Pakistan as the
center of the Arab world in such
a setup. Further, large numbers
of Indians are now convinced that
when Seeretary of State Dulles
comes to their country this spring
he will seek to swing India defi-

" nitely into the American camp in

the cold war, and will apply pres-
sare to.-have his way.

They foo, it seems, have heard
that American policies are going
to be “positive and forceful,” in
the coming period.

NATO RUNS DOWN

. From the government's point of
wiew, the situation has been de-
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teriorating in Europe too. It is
guite likely that this accounts for
the immediate trip to that conti-
nent projected by Duilles and
Stassen, despite their well-known

"#Asian” orientation.

Both the North Atlontic Treatly
Organixation and the projected
European army hove been pro-
gressing rapidly in reverse. At the
recent NATO conference It was
maode quite clear to the American
military leaders that neither Brit-
ain nor fhe continental countries
are In any position to fulfill the
NATO commitments they assumed
lost spring. -,

France is backing away from
the European army idea at a rap-
id pece,-as this involves the re-
armament of Western Germadny.
And the opposition te German
rearmament inside Germany itseif
has been reinforced by the British
government'z arrest of a number
of high-ranking WNazis without
prior eonsultation with the Bonn
government. ’

In fact, all the tentative steps
which have been taken in the di-
1ection of some form of European
economic and political integration
seem to be grinding to a halt, The
Tory government in Britain has
been able to achieve a balance of
trade with the dollar area which
has considersbly revived British
tapitalist self-confidence. Rumors

are now abroad in Europe that -

the next step will be to establish
convertibility between the pound
and. the dollar. Although this
might be to the advaniage of cer-
trin countries with strong cur-
vencies like Belgium, it would dis-
1upt the economies of countries
like France and Italy, and would
force them to resume protective
policies which would work in a
direction opposite to that of free-
ing inter-European trade.

Tt is too early to know just what
Dulles and Stassen will attempt
in ameffort to reverse this trend.
But ondy twe lines of action seem
possible,

One is a major stepping up of
American economic and military
aid to shore np the tottering alli-
ance in Kurope, This seems virtu-

ally excluded by the mentality of -

the whole Eisenhower adminis-
tration, and particularly by the
alipnment of power in Congress.

The other one is an opplication
of the old technique of arm-fwist-
ing which was the resert of the
Truman administretion when all
else fuiled, Buf ot the present
stage of developments it looks as
¢ "more positive and forceful”
arm-fwisting-is likely to have just
the opposite effect from that de-
sired by the government.

At least in England and Ger-

many such tactics would propably |

strengthen the Labor and Social-
Demoeratic opposition to the pres-
eni governments, And in most of
the rest of Europe they would
prrobably strengthen no one but
the Stalinists,

"IFFY" HOPES

In the same issue of U. S. News
& World Report referred to above
(January 30), an article entitled
“U. 8. Ally— An  Army- of
Asians?” unwittingly outlines the
fundamental weakness of an
American foreign policy based on
military strength alone. The ac-
tual purpose of the article is fo
describe the vast potential of
military manpower available ‘in
the non-Stalinist portion of Asia

-and to urge its development by
.America.

The article Jists the countries
of Asia one by one and states the
number of men of “prime fighting
age” in each of them. But in one
case after another, even the pug-

" articie, contains within

® Malaya and Singapore could
provide an army of 625,600 men
“if dealt with skillfully.”

# Indonesia might be able to pro-
vide 7 million men “if those
[Asian defense] plans gave as-
surances against revival of West-
ern colonizlism, which Indone-
sians distrust.,” !

SHAKY STRUCTURE

The article dismisses India’s 35
millions of potential fighters since
this country “shows little interest
in any plans to oppose Communist
aggressions in  Asia)” Only a
“change in attitude” will help
there,

But Pakistan has a poteatial
grmy of more than 7 millions, and
the only comment there is that it
is “a British dominion.” Of
course, there are also the Philip-
pines, and first and foremost,
Formosa with at least one genuine

“prime” fighting man, Chiang
Kai-shek.

It appears that there are even
more "'ifs" than fighting men In the
picture. And each one of these
“ifs," passed over so glibly in the
itself a
political problem which Is made
up of nine parts of social dynamite
ond one part of the stuff of the
military dreams of "men now in
high V. $. councils.” * .

The presept situation in the
capitalist world is not 2 prodoct
of the .policies of the Eisenhower
administration. The shaky politi-
cal and military setups in both
Aszia and Europe are a result of
the general decline of capitalism
on a world scale. The important
thing to bear in mind is. that =il
the efforts of the American gov-
ernment since the end of World
War II to bring heaith and vigor
to this structure have led {o the
present situation.

The meodifications in these poli-
cies which the Eisenhower ad-
ministration seems to be propos-
ing appear to be in & direction
which c¢an’ only hasten a world
tragedy. If the labor movewent,
if Americans in general, don't
speak up, on the theory that the
new government must be given a
“chance to show what it can do,”-
they will share in the responsibil-
ity for what lies ahead.

In a column in the New York
Post for January 25 the Fair Deal
pundit Arthur Schlesinger Jr.
starts out: “The new sdministra-
tion should receive all the support
and loyalty it deserves.” With
that we agree heartily!

The ISL Program
In Brief -

The Indepeadent Soclalist League -
stands for socialist demoeracy and
against the fwo systems of ex-
ploitation which now divide the
world: capltalism and Stalinism,

Capitalism cannot be reformed
or liberalized. by any Fair Deal or
ofher deal, 50 as to glvd the pec-
ple freedom, abundonce, securih
or peaca. 1¥ mus? be abolished a:gf
reploced by a new social system,
in which the people own ond coa-
troi the basic sectors of the ecan- |
omy, democratically ~ controiling |
their own economic and political l
destinies.

Stalinism, in Russia and wherever |
it holds power, Is @ brutal tofal-
tarianism—a new form of exploita-
tion. |15 agenis in every country,
the Communist Parties, gre unre-
lenting enemies of soclallsm ond-
have nothing in common with so-°
ciollsm—which caanot exist withe
out effective democratic ccn!rof
by the people. .

Thete two camps of capifalism
end Stalinism gre today ot eocch
other’s throats In o worldwids :
imperialist rivairy for dominafien. :
This struggle can only lead to the
most frightful war In Thistory so -
iong as the people leave the cople
tafist and Stalinist rulers in power,
tndopondedt Soctalism stands for
baliding and strengthening e
Third Comp of the pcopie aqdusf
beth war bloer. - -

The ISL, as a Marxist movmn}.
leoks to the working class and Hs
sver-present struggle as the bmh
progressive force jn Society. The
ISt is organized fo sprecd ihe
ideas of socialism in the lobor -
movement ond among all ofher
sections of the people. =~

At the same time, Independent
Socialists participate actively a -
every struqgie. to betfar the peo-
pie's fot now-—such as He fight for
higher iiving stapdards, against Jim
Crow ond an¥-Semitism, In defense
of civil Hberties ond fthe frcdﬁ
union movemest] We seak Yo }o
together with all ‘other mititants'in
the labar movement as a left fom
working for the formaton of on
independent lobor party and other
progressive policies,

The fight for democracy ond the
fight for socialism ore insepurable. :
There can be no lusting ond genu- |
ine democracy without soclcllsl_q,{
aed there can be no soclalism withe
out demogracy. To emroll w
this baaner, join the lndcpondca’
Socialist Leagae!

INTERESTED? Get Acquainted —

_ INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE o
114 West 1z Street, New York 11, . Y. N

{1 I want more mform&tmn about the ideas of Inde-
pendent Socialism and the ISL. ™

g I want to join the ISL.

D

LABOR ACTION

The Indapendent 'Soclafist Weekly 1
114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C. ;

o .
[ nacious optimists of this maga- N
b in the First, Second and Third World Wars. %asr ?:gtll:i:?l:g } ?r? fgﬁc‘zdhltgh :: nass enter my -"“ripﬂont O NEW L1 RENEWAgr
= an enormous political “if” in frgnt L] stz ke (26 Tssues) of $1.00
e Thm’sday, Feb. 12 : 2t their claima. [J One year {52 isspes) of $2.00 -

] Discusging Lenin's c‘hangmg formulcttwm .army of 2.4 million "if given a NAME

i e of the slogan, and the oppesition to it. feeling that jts independerce { PLEASE PRINT) o N i

F y | Tharsday, Feb. 26 _ | - : ;1:1111?";? French Union is the ADDRESS o APT... i N

T . © WAR AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE » Japan ecould farnish an experi- . 5 1

B Diseugsing problems of anti-war policy . . enced army with maximum man- CITY . ZONE STATE oo |

- in the light of the new elsmems of Wm-ld War 3.

-

power of nearly 9 million “if . . . . e 1
other Asian peoples coutd: forget |- B o
past aggression.”.
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