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‘FIVE CENTS

Negotiations for the purpose of
uniting the Workers Party and the So-
cialist Workers Party have bean re-
sumed.

Readers who have followed the re-
ports on this question in LABOR AC-
TION know that the question of re-
uniting the Trotskyist movément in the

United States, which split into two '

parties in 1940 over a dispute on the
defense of Stalinist Russia in the war,
was first raised a year and a half agoe.
Led by Albert Goldman and his
friends, a group in the Socialist Work-
ers Party proposed that the SWP take
the initlative in uniting with the WP.
It was pointed out by this group that
the WP had proved during the course
of the war that it remained true to
the interests of the working class and
the principles of revolutionary So-
cialism. In addition, it peinted out, the
SWP had decided to put into the
background the call for the "uncondi-
tional defense” of Russia, thus rve-

" ducing the proportions of the differ-

ence of opinion which brought about:
the split in 1940.

The National Committee of the
WP took a position in favor of unity
with the SWP in spite of the many
differences of opinion that separate
the two organijzations. This position
was endorsed by the WP membership
as a whole.

PREVIOUS NEGOTIATIONS

The WP communicated its decision
to the leadership of the SWP with
the result that exploratory negotia-
tions were opened up between the
two parties late in 1945.

The representatives of the WP made
a number of concrete proposals to

serve as a basis for unity between the -

two -organizations. They ‘laid- special
stress upon the importance of genu-
ine party democracy in the united or-
ganization, which would assure any

WP, SWP Open
Negotiations on
Uniting Parties

minority group or tendency adequate
possibility of presenting and defend-
ing its own point of view inside the
party while maintaining unity and dis-
cipline in action.

The representatives of the SWP
refrained for a considerable period
of time from committing themselves
clearly on the question of unity un-
til their party convention in Chicago,,
November, 1946, at which the dele-
gates voted to reject the proposal for
unity.

The documented details of the cor-
respondence exchanged between the
two parties on this question during
the past period are available to in-
terested readers of LABOR ACTION
in the form of a pamphlet on “The
Question of Unity” by Albert Gold-
man, published by the Workers

. Party.

COLLABORATION SET

Recently, negotiations for unity
were reopened between the two par-
ties. The preliminary discussions
show that prospects for a solid uni-
fication of the Trotskyist movement
in this country are now very favor-
able. Readers of LABOR ACTION
will be kept informed of develop-
ments as they occur.

Plans have already been agreed up-
on’by both organizations providing for
joint activities In a whole series of
fields, about which further announce-
ment will be made shortly. In addition,
the discussions have progressed fo the
point where the National Committees
of the two organizations have adopt-
ed a joint statement on unity. Discus-
sions between the twe Pparties are
continuing with the aim of arriving at
an agreement on those questions that
must- still be reselved. .

The joint statement of the Work-
ers Party and the Socialist Workers
Party appears boxed below.

minority.

tions before the formal unification.

with the other party.

formal umﬁcatlon.

New York, Mast 11, 1047,

Text of WP and SWP
Statement on Unification

In 1940 an internal struggle in the Socialist Workers Party resulted
in a split, the Minority forming the Workers Party as an independent
organization. The split has continued up to the present time.

Attempts made in recent times to find a basis for the unification of
the two parties satisfactory to both sides, given ‘the existence of the
recognized disagreements on a number of important questions, did not
meet with success and the discussions of the project were discontinued.

QUESTION OF UNIFICATION REOPENED

In recent days the question was opened again. New discussions
between the leading committees of the two organizations have taken
place. On February 10, the National Committee of the WP presented
a written declaration in favor of unification. In this declaration the
Nationgl Committee of the WP obligated itself to accept the decisions’
of an Extraordinary Party Convention projected for the coming fall.
This obligation was undertaken with the understanding that the WP,
like the SWP, would have the right to participate in the pre-convention
diseussion and to be represented at the EPC with full rights and in
proportion to its numerical strength; and that fusion of the two or-
ganizations into a united party would be achieved. On this basis, the
' WP pledged itself to abide by the discipline of the united party, politi-

ca!ly as well as organizationally, even if the EPC should adopt deci-
sions which would place the members of the WP in the position of a

The plenum of the National Committee of the SWP, meeting in
New York, February 15-16, accepted’ this declaration as providing
a realistic basis for unity and unanimously voted in favor of unifica-
tion on this basis. In view of the WP declaration, the plenum of the
SWP on its part agreed that the WP should have the right to partici-
pate in the preparatory discussion of the EPC in a special discussion
bulletin which will be distributed to the members of both parties. This
discussion is to be completed in the branches of the separate organiza-

COMMITTEES RECOMMENDED UNITY OF PARTIES

As to the specific forms of the proposed unification, it has been
agreed by both sides that the members of the WP and the SWP, as of
February 10, 1947, as well as all those recruited by each party sub-,
sequent to that. date, shall be admitted into the ranks of the united
party as a body, without prejudlce or disecrimination. Hc wever, while
the unity negotiations are in progress, neither party will admit into
its ranks any individuals or groups who are now or who have formerly
been members of the. other party, except by agreement. During the
same period it is agreed that no exclusive measures will be taken by
either party aga:mst any members or groups in its ranks in diseciplin-
ary cases arising out of the d:scussmn on unity without consultation

On the basis of the agreements and conditions outlined above, the
two National Committees are recommending the unification of the two
parties. If this recommendation is approved by the members of the
two parties, as preliminary consultation indicates is most probable, the
formal unification will take place as soon as the discussion now pro-
ceeding in the ranks of the two organizations is concluded. In the
meantime, a joint committee of the two organizations has been estab-
lished, which is empowered to organize and arrange a program of co-
operation and joint activities of the two parties in all possible fields of
the class struggle, designed,to lead up and prepare the way for the

JAMES P. CANNON,
For the National Committee of the
Socialist Workers Party

' MAX SHACHTMAN,

. For the Natlonal Commlttee of the
Workers Party

Truman

To a New Wor

President Truman’s speech last week, an-
nouncing that the U, 8. will send money, tech-

nical experts and arms to Greece and Turkey,

marked another and decisive step in the world-

. wide imperialist struggle between the bloc of
Anglo-American capitalism and the bloc of -

totalitarian Stalinist Russia.

If any doubt remained that U. S. imperialism
—the mightiest in the world—is prepared to
throw all its power into the struggle in Europe
and Asia over which of these two competing
blocs is to dominate the economic and political
life of those continents, Truman's speech dis-
pelled that doubt once and for all.

His speech drove the last nail into the coffin
of isolationism; and it was a milestone in the
preparations of U. S. imperialism for the next,
the third, the atomic world war. Two mighty
blocs of imperialist expansion, struggling over
which shall squeeze dry the remaining wealth
of Europe, were ranged against each other,

IS NOT THIS PREPARATION FOR WAR?

Truman’s speech came as a frank statement,

of the aims of U. S. imperialism. It was a dec-
laration that the power and wealth of the U. S.
were to be its main reliance, even though at
the same time Secretary of State Marshall was
going through the motions of negotiating at

Moscow. And the ridiculous United Nations

was forgotten, rotting in a dust-bin, wh1ch no
one took seriously.

All-this took place less ﬂnun two years since
the Second World War ended. It is hard to be-

lieve that so little time has passed, for al-

ready a new and more terrifying war is in prep-
aration.

Everyone recognizes that now the conflict is
out in the open, the holiday phrases are being
taken seriously by no one. The press speaks

_openly of a division of interests. It speaks

openly of the conflict of imperialist interests
that can be resolved only by war.

And Truman’s speech, the machinations at
Moscow,. the intrigue at United Nations—and
the research at atomic plants!—all these are
preparations for war.

HOW SOON WILL NEXT WAR COME?

Not that war will come tomorrow or the day
after, in the literal sense of these words. To
believe that would be terribly misleading and
disorienting. But it would be infinitely more
misleading not to perceive the relentless move-
ment toward war, not to understand the pom-
pous promises of eternal peace for what they
are—the hypocritical cover under which armies
prepare for action. .

It takes time to prepare for war. Thé major
powers are not yet ready for another one. In
two years, three or five or even ten years they
will be ready to decide who will rule the world.

; Ten years! Do you breathe a sigh of relief?
Do you think: Ten years, we have time. But
have we? Ten years is, historically speaking,

~ &a mere ten minutes. It is an incredible com-
. mentary on the degeneration of capitalist and

Stalinist society that ten years can be consid-
ered a "real” respite between wars, rather
than the briefest interval.

This is an age of atomic speed Airplanes
traverse the world in a few hours where once
it took months to circumnavigate it by ship.
Generations once separated wars. The inter-
val between the First World War and the Sec-
ond was a matter of a scant twenty*years. We
shall not have two decades before the next one.
And even if we do, the universally acknowl-
edged certainty of another war stands as an
utter condemnation of this insane system which
subjects us periodically to the destruction of
war, a destruction that mounts in intensity as
the years see a refinement of scientific military
knowledge.

"HOW CAN WE STOP THIS WAR? |

* So long as capitalism and Stalinist bureau-
cratic collectivism remain, war cannot be es-
caped. It is in the nature of both of these im-
perialist societies, imbedded deep in their mar-
rows, to foment and provoke wars, each more
devastating than the one before.

‘We are caught in the inevitable and incalcu-

. luble tragedy of a Third World War UNLESS we
“.match our anti-war preparations AGAINST the

-/ saber-rattling preparations of |mperiu1ism.
The drums are already rolhng in the twists
and turns of foreign policy. There will be re-
treats, maneuvers, temporary compromises.
None of. these will fool the imperialist masters
of the world who will proceed to deal in their
wown way with the struggle for world domina-
tion. We must not, however, permit the peoples
of the world to be fooled by the dummy doves
of peace that are inflated with hot air by the
1mperlahst powers.

‘ There is no way, basically, to prevent this
coming war except by going to'the roots of the
problem, the war-making system itself. By
fighting to eleminate the capitalist system; by
giving aid to the Russian people to free them-
selves from their own totalitarian rulers; by
confronting the war makers with the specter
of revolutionary action by the peoples of the
world; by serving notice that the masses will

- not tolerate a new world slaughter—in this

way, in this way alone, can the war be stopped.
. To this'end we must today, while there are
still a few moments of time, organize our forces
politically and industrially to create a move-
ment of titanic proportions against war, a
movement dedicated to the creation of a work-
ers’, a socialist society in which alone peace is
possible.

‘Speech Is Step |
Id War!

Big 4 Conference
Bares Imperialist
Rivaliy of Powers

The Foreign Ministers of the Big
Four have been gathered at Moscow
for over a week. Although the Con-
ference is still in its early stages, the
sharpness of the conflicts and dis-

tes between the rival powers is
clear to all. The preliminary phase
of the Conference was largely over-
shadowed by the already famous
speech of Truman on the question
of Greece and Turkey, but this ih-
terventionist speech must be consid-
ered as a definite part of the Con-
ference, a part of the now obvious
American offensive on a world scale
against expanding Russian imperial-
ism.

After the spokesmen had spent a
few days thumping'the propaganda

War Strategy
Behind U. S.
Greek Loan

By ARTHUR STEIN

“If the Communists (that is, Sta-
linists—Ed.) gain control of the gov-
ernments in Greece arid Turkey, they

‘are going to okay a treaty giving

away the Dardanelles, If we lose
Greece and Turkey, we will lose the
Suez Canal. Communisis will then
go into India and next into China,
and then we are licked.” .

In these words Representative Sol
Bloom of New York, the leading ad-
ministration leader in the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, summarized
all that is involved for United States
imperialism in the proposed loan to
the Greek monarchy. American con-
cern over Greece and Turkey is
stripped here of the hypocrisy which
Truman found necessary to employ -
in his speech.

What is involved is not democracy
or “clean government” in Greece—
the monarchy represents probably
the most corrupt and undemocratic
régime to be fouhd anywhere out-
side of the Russian sphere of influ-
ence, What is involved: is mot help
to the Greek people—for that they
-need neither American military per-
sonneél nor American supervisors.
What is invelved, also, is no attempt
of any kind to rebuild the consumer
economy of Greece—30 per cent of
the proposed loan is already ear-
marked for military expenses, the
rest for semi-military projects like

. (Continued on page 7)

and ideologic kettledrums (can one
imagine. a more obscene spectacle
than General Marshall and Foreign
Minister Molotov disputing over def-
initions of democracy?), the Big
Four got down to business and then
things began to hum. Molotov started
it off with what is, in all probability,
the biggest and most cynical lie ever
heard at an international conference.

THE GERMAN FPRISONERS

When challenged by Marshall to
announce the number of German
prisoners of war still being held as
slave laborers in Rﬁssian territory,”

* Molotov agreed to give the facts and .
" figures. Pravda thereupon told the

world that 1,000,000 had already been
released and sent home, and that a
mere 890,000 remained enjoying the
benefits of life under Stalin. On the
basis of Russian Army reports on
prisoners taken, the figures ran to
over 3,500,000, Conservative Amer-

“ican reports (such as that of the
‘ Hoover commission) estimated 3,000,-

000.

Thus, 1,000,000 to 1,500,000 are uns
yaccounted for! This does nvt include
German civilians abducted, only sol-
diers. Either Molotov is the world’s
most monstrous liar (not hard to be-
lieve), or else this missing group of
1 to 134 millions have died under the
harsh Russian slave life. It is prob-

‘ably a combination of both factors,

But the ‘“democratic” imperialists

have little to brag about en thiz "~
 question—they are still holding ap-

proximately 1,200,000 German prison-
ers in England, France, Belglum and
Norih Africa.

After sharp clashes on the name-

calling front, the attempt of Molotov

to raise the issue of ‘'China and its
civil war was tentatively abandoned
by that gentleman. He was more in-
terested in basic questions and, feel-
ing he had made his propaganda
point, proceeded to one of the real
issues at the Conference—the ques-
tion of German reparations.

GERMAN REPARATIONS

In a speech denouncing Allied pol-
icy in Germany from stem to stern,
and demanding the liquidation of
the Anglo-American economic unifi-
cation of their respective German
zones, Molotov presented —in pre-
liminary form—the essential ‘de-
mands of Stalinist Russia regarding
the German people and their re-
sources.

The bill presented astounded even
the most cynical and hard-bitten of

(Continued on page 7)

Seek Grand Jury Investigation of GPU

Delegation Cites Budenz Testimony on Trotsky Murder in Asking District AHorney to Investigate Stalinist Assassins

NEW YORK, March 17—A delegation

torney Hogan. Mr. Grumet further

be hard to establish. However,' the

SFEHER e S S m e R TR e s T L E T

composed of Norman Thomas, Social-
ist Party leader, James T. Farrell,
novelist, City Councilman Louis P.

Goldberg and Herman Singer, editor
of The Call, today presented a peti-
tion, signed by forty-seven prominent
individuals, to Assistant District At-
torney Jacob Grumet asking the Dis-
trict Attorney's office to order a
grand jury investigation of the ac-
tivities of the Stalinist murder ma-
chine. Calling the attention of the
District Attorney’s office to the dis-
closurés in the Louis Budénz book,
This Is My Story, particularly as
they relate-to the murder in Mexico
of Leon Trotsky, plotted in New
York, and the disappearance of Julia
Stuart Poyntz, the delegation pro-
posed that Louis Budenz, Earl Brow-
der, Jabk Stachel andl. other past and
present leaders of the Communist
Party be summoned before a grand
jury or John Doe hearing so that the
connection of the GPU with various
political murders can be subjected
to thorough public inguiry. )

Mr. Grumet, who is in charge of
the homicide bureau, professed in-
terest in the representations of the
.delegation and said that he would
discuss ‘the possibility of taking ac-

1 -in tha matter w;th Dlstnct At-_

said that he was familiar with the
revelations in the Budenz book, and
affirmed the authority of his office
to act in cases of murder committed
or plotted in the County of New
York. He offered as a difficulty in the
way of investigation that the top
GPU agents were “men of the mist,”
according to.the description in the
Budenz book, whose identity might

~

:Daily Worker"

Remains Silent

The Daily Worker has yet to say a
word about the disclosures in the
Budenz book exposing the involve-
ment of Communist Party leaders in
the assassination machine of the Sta-
linist GPU. Nor does it report the
demand made by a delegation to As-
sistant District Attorney Grumet for
a grand ,jury investigation of GPU
activities. The GPU brains behind
the Communist Party are probably
in great consternation over how to
meet this public challenge to their
apparatus, gf terror and mtimldatlon
It is posmbfe that, as in_the Poyntz
case mentigned by Louis ‘Budenz, ex-
Stalinist leader, the order will come
down to-keep silence:
s ;

delegation contended that public in-
vestigation would shed further light
on the activities of the GPU and

would serve to protect opponents of

Stalinism in the labor and socialist

movement from victimization by the
PU.

LONG LIST OF MURDERS

Speaking for the signers of the pe-
tition, the delegation cited the long
list of murders in this and other
countiries which are directly attrib-
utable to Stalin’s secret police. Mr.
Thomas referred to knowledge of
GPU terror gained by him while
visiting Spain during the Spanish
Civil War, notably the abduction and
murder of Mark Rein, son of the
internationally. known socialist, Ra-
phael Abramovich. Mr. Thomas also
raised the question of the suspicious
suicide in Washington of Walter Xri-
vitsky after he had broken with the
Stalinist government, and the un-
solved murder of Carlo Tresca, fa-
mous ‘anarchist leader who was shot
on the streets of New York in 1943.
Claiming that no line of investiga-
tion in the Tresca case must be left
unturned and insisting the murder
could have been committed only by

Thomas recdlled Tresca's. testimony
to a grand jury on the abduction of
Julia Poyntz as a possible reason for
his assassination by the GPU.

Mr. Farrell referred to the connec-
tion established in the Budenz book
between the murder of Ignace. Reiss
in Switzerland and the abduction of
Julia Poyntz. Particular stress was
laid by the commitiee on the facts
presented in the Budenz story about
the Trotsky murder which are con-
clusive proof of the charges made by
the Trotskyist movement that the
murder was planned and executed
by agents'of Stalin.

The delegation in its conference
with Mr, Grumet considered the pos-
sibility of asking for federal inter-
vention through an FBI investigation,
on the basis of the nation-wide and.
international operations of the GPU.

+ At a conference with press repre-
sentatives after receiving the assur-
ance of Mr. Grumet that the Dis-~
trict Attorney’s office would seriously
consider the demands of the group,
the delegation avowed its intention
to pursue its campaign fo comple-
tion. In its statement to the press, the
delegation made it' clear that what
is involved is the necessily of com-
batting an internationally organized

of opponents. Failing a campaign

‘of cowardice and of the slavery im-

‘Mussolini’s- or Stalin’s “agents, Mr,  system "of murder and intimidation

of exposure, designed to shed light
on the ,activities of the GPU and to
bring its agents in murder to jus-
tice, we become, said Mr. Farrell,
speaking as a socialist, the victims

posed on the Russian people. :
The petition and its signers is pub-
lished below. Since this list was
compiled, others have signed their
names. LABOR ACTION, which last
week devoted two pages to the Bu-
denz disclosures and to a recitation of
the facts surrounding the murder of"

i
i

Leon Trotsky and other socialist en- 3
emies of Stalin, is solidly behind this ?«
campaign. LABOR ACTION will @
weekly publish all new information =
about the campaign—new signers, S
the plans of the District Attorney’s f\

office and all dther developments.

Sk

Text of Statement o
On GPU Murders _

In his book, “This Is My Story,” =
.published on March 20 by Whittlesey &
‘House, Louis F. Budenz, former
Daily Worker editor and National
Committee member of the Commu- °
nist Party, reveals extremely impor-
tant information regardmg the ter-
(Continueﬂ on me 8) :
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Results of UAW Elections in Chicago

By MIKE HOLMAN
and KEN HILLYER

CHICAGO, March 16 — The local
UAW election period in the Chicago
area is,about over, and the picture
remains esséntially the same as last
yéar. The Reveré Copper & Brass
Local ‘477, Electromotwe GM Local
719° Prédsed Steel, Ilinoié Malleable, W
Ford Hégewisch and Amalgamated
453 and 734 leaderships remain basi-
cally as they were. The International
Harvester Local 6 and Amalgamated
281 are only slightly changed.

RED-BAITING IN 719

In a erummy red-baiting campaign,
the Rank and File Union Builders
(conservatives) defeated the Com-
munist Party-controlled faction, call-
ing itself the “Committee to TUnite
the Union,” for* every post in the
Local 719 elections. One post will
have to be decided by a run-off. That
is the relatively unimportant one of
two-year trustee.

Two major factors contributed to
the victory of the Rank and File
group. First, they carried on a vi-
* ¢lous red-baiting campaign in which
* they stooped to quoting from the
speeches of reaohonary Congressmen
printed in the Congressional Record.
' The' junk they printed included the
usual ‘pajp abut the  “Communists”
wanting to destroy the Christian fam-
'1]?, “aproot rel'igmn, and that they
weré ‘immoral, ' éte., ete. They dug
deeply “inito tH€ miost backward pre-
jndlces of ‘the ‘workers in the plant
- on ‘this basis. ‘

'Seeondly, the election points clear-
-1y té'the'fact that there is a general
and widespread conservatism in the
_plant. fo]]owmg the long and costly
strike last yeat.

The “Committee to Unite the Un-
nm” was, controlled by the Stalin-
ists, though many members of this
caucus. were independent union mlll-
tants-—some even anti- Sta]nmsts The
latter elements made the error of
nniting with these people instead of
striking out boldly for a third group
which Would attack the conservatism
" and redctionary policies of the Rank
_and File gréup and at the same time
point the ‘way to a healthy and con-
st‘ruotive ﬁght against the Stalinists.

“This was done by a small section of
workers calling themselves the Pio-
neer, Group. They issued a statement
analyzmg the situation in the local
and in the plant The few mdé’pen-
den{: candidates which this group
supported received ten per cent of
the vote. -

‘LABOR PARTY SLATE WINS

In.Revere Local 477, Charles Chia-
kulds Sam Mazza and Chris Thulium
led a pro- -Labor Party slate to victory
m 14 out of 15 posts. The opposition
was of a personal nature led by Tony
Atidid. The program of the Audio
group was unknown because theéy
printéd no campaign material, How-
ever, a whispering campaign of ru-
mors, Labor Party baiting, Trotsky
i’)altmg circiilated ‘throughout the
plant. If was a véry unforfunate fight,
bééeusfe Audio in the past has been
a I‘iealthy. progressive trade umomst

“The personality conflict played
fhto the hands of the Stalinists, who
have been waging a campaign against
Local 477 and the CIO Industrial
U‘mon Council, for supporting, three

cfependent labor candidates for al-

erman. ‘The Chicage Star, Stalinist
mouthpiece in Chicago, devoted a
whole column of their labor gossip
column, “Pop” Dearborn, to the
“shameful ‘performance” of Local 477
and the poor showing they made in
the aldermamc election. This cynical
reporter can only picture labor in
politics as a blackmail weapon to

get crumbs from the local Demo-
cratic politicians. The viefory of the
Chiakulas slate on the Labor Party
plank was a -fitting answer to this
slanderer.

At Pressed Steel, the pro-Reuther

ticket won again. Sam Price was
eleot‘ed presldent and Pit Greathouse

elested’™ finandial! secretary.
Greathouse is the Reutherite who
was removed by the regional direc-
tor, Joe Mattson, during the retrench-
ment program. The local hias been on
strike for two weeks and the region-
al’ director has refused fo sanction
the strike on the ground that Great-
House is pulling the strike for fdec-
tional reasons. The company has
picked up this argument and refuses
to negotiate until the matter is set
aside. The matter of ratifying the
strike will be up for discussion at
the International Executive ‘Board
meeting now taking place in Louis-
ville, Ky. The conduct of the regional
director in this area must be con-
demned and supporf given immedi-
ately to the strike-bound workers of
the Pressed Stéel plant. .

The Stalinists again retained all
posts in Amalgamated Local .453.
There was no opposition slate. A
candidate ran against Hilliard Ellis
for president buf did not have a
chance. The local is based upon 'the
National - Malleable and American
Brake Shoé plants: If is common
knowledge that-no member of .Joe
Mattson’s staff except ‘Al Glenn Can
everi comeé into the local for nego-
tiating 'purposes.' This weéek they face
a crucial battle with Anierican Brake
Shoe, astheir" contract 'expires. Af-
tér years of doing nothing, the lead-
ership must now go into strike action
and it will be an-intérésting experi-
énce to watch: A similar picture eX-
ists' at Illinois Malleable, which two
years ago broke fromi 453, but whose
leading militants have since left the
plant. It éame info the Stalinists’
hands last year. They repeatéd this
year.

BUILD-UNION TICKET

" At Inter gtlonal Harvester Local 6
(formerly Buick), thé Star and the
Sunday Worker made a big play on
the fact that the new officers are
pro-Matison and anti-Reuther. This
local, which played a heroic role in
the battle against the” no-strike pledge
during the war, is \bemg counted out
a bit prematurely by the Stalinists.
It is true that the better slate did not
‘win, but the slate that did win is far
from' being pro-€P or' pro-Mattsor.
The shop committee has a majority
of Build the Union men and the ex-
‘ecutive board is led by Ed Thomp-
son, president, ‘and other capable
‘union’ ™men.

The Build the Union ticket made
many mistakes from which they will
learn, On- top of this, thére ‘was an
unprrnclpleﬂ “anti-Semiftic, anti-day
shift, anti - incumbent wlnspering
campaign that took advantagé of a
membership which had not & clear
picture’ of the individials whe ran
for ‘office.” The reminants of the FE,

_1éd By the Stalinists (there had been

4 juFisdictional dispute with Farm
Equipment-CIO four months prior to
the loea:l eléction), withdréw candi-
dates in order to back meh Who Were
“lésser evil’s” 1o ‘them.’

T,he l.ocal faces serlous problems.
The contract negotlatlons have been
conducted under an mcompetent in-
ternational man; H. J: Mays. The
membersh:p is becoming more and
more restless. The negotiations have
been going on since Deoemher and
there is no. wage pattern in 51ght
and no retroactlve pay clause. It will
be just a matter of weeks now be-
fore the whole questmn of "Where

Jlm Crow Veneer Rlpped Oﬁ
In Philadelphia ‘Lucasta’ Snub

PI—IlLAl)ELPI—I—IA;The thin veneer
that normally covers Jim Crow in
this city was rudely torn away last
wéek. An incident involving the en-
tire cast of “Anna Lucasta,” a play
with an ‘all-Negro cast, revealed that
beneath the normal politeness  lie
manyipf the same bigotries and race-_’
hatmg attitudes that are normal and
open in the Soutb .

-On January 10 Rex Ingram, well
known , actor, went to the Bellencee
Bar on Chanceller Street, accompa-
nied by his wife, who is white.
Though his wife was served, Ingram
himself was refused. Mrs. Ingram
testified later in court that this is by
no means unusual; on the contrary,
in ‘their many travels, this type of
sharp and painful racial distinction,
is a. frequent occurrence,

NEGROES REFUSED SERVICE

On February. the 22nd, symbolically
appropriate, a number of members
of the “Anna Lucasta” cast accom-
panied Ingram and his wife to the
same bar..This timeé all the Neégroes
in the cast were turned down for
service. Addmg insult to injury, a

eclous lie was made upon the spur

the moment by the oWner of ‘the
bar I-Ie insulted his customers _wn;h
the excuse that theéy “had already
had too many,” although all they
re col;es

SO S RTINS £ N G R e SEIAREp L LR

The owner and barténder were ar-
raigned before Magistrate Rainey,
head of the NAAGP, who held them
in $2500 ba:l for v1olet1on of a state
law whlch proh1b1ts racial disorlrm»-
nation in publlc places v

This incident in Aitself is not at all
unique., Every waking hour | Phxla—
delphIQ Negroes are made- aware of
race bigotry- by sly and. subtle atti-
tudes which. poison . thexr lives and
‘qhose ‘of the whites as well since it
hinders . true solldarlty of actlon
agamst the real oppresoors and man-
ufacturers of racialism, the oap1tallst
class and its Bilbos. and Talmadges,
In th:s sense the entire workmg

-class, Negro and whlte pays heavily

for Jim Crow.

RELATION TO FEPC INDICATED

This incident serves to uncover
these hidden but no less. powerful
and’' ever-présent attifudes on race.
It also points the neéd for a wider
state law, a state FEPC to use in
flghtmg against )ob disérlmmat:on

There are many laws on the books’
that are meaningless. In the case of
the - “Lucasta” cast, they made the
law operative by tesoﬁg it, A state
FE'PC ‘will nt end job dzsermuna‘hoh
but it w111 glve the' abdr movenént

is Local 6 going?” reashes a chmax

and in that situation the responsi-
ble men will come to the fore.

MINOR UPSET IN 281

In what was a minor upset, Ne-
ville Waldrup was defeated by Char-
lie Monroe in Local 281. This election
will be hailed by the CP as a ¥ictory
for the Unity forces of Joe Mattson,
because they succeeded in defeating
a strong opponent. However, the bat-
tle was another personality conflict
without any real clear-cut issues.

At Ford’s the incumbentis swept
back into office. At Local 734 tweo
leading Neégro Reutherites battled “it
out for president with Willoughby

Abner, who is also vice-president of
the CIO City Council, and defeated

Wesley Thompson, another recently’

dropped organizer from the regional

, office’s staff.

"The local elections reveal very
little principled campaigning. Per-
sonality conflicts in most locals over-
shadowed "the . programmatic issues.:
In others, factional UAW politics
dictated - procedures for the cam-
paigns. They are typical of a general
apathy. In the next period, great
issues will come fo the fore. Ques-
tions 'that will ovérshadow person-
alities and factional politics. The lo-
cal- leaderships will ‘then undergo
their real frials.

.

Complled by JACK RANGER

and fo enlighten others.

agreement is to run.

which were formerly separate.

A Workers chﬂonary

Adventurism, an irresponsible policy of leadership, such as leading a
union into an ill-advised strike with little chance of winning and a
large chance of losing in the particular situation.

Affiliated Union, one which is attached to another union orgahization.
Thus a local union may be affiliated to an international union, to a
eentral labor union, to a building trades council, ete.

i Agent Provocateur, one sent by a government into ap organization with
orders to provoke that organization or some of its members into
rash actions which the government will then utilize as an excuse to
persécute the organization; or a government agent who himself com-
mits acts of violence which are then attributed to radicals.

Agitator, one who presents only one or a few ideas to a mass of peo-
ple, usually orally, in order to arouse mdlgndtmn against injustice

Agreement Union, a contract between a union and one or more em-
ployers which usually covers the following matters: union recog-
' nition, scales of wages, hours, seniority, working conditions, ma-
chinery for settling grievances and d1sputes, and length of time

Amalgamated Union, one formed by the mer ger of two or more unwnsl

Chltdgo Aldermamc Campmgn
Raises Labor Party Queshon

By ROBERT FERGUSON

.CHICAGO '~ ‘Although - their three
candidates for alderman in the local
elections on February 25 went down
‘to defeat at the polls, militant mem-
-bers of the UAW Local at Revere
Copper & Brass Co. had their first
taste of genuine participation in in-

it,

Not only did they gain practical
experience in combatting the capi-
talist candidatés, but they learned
above all that success in building a
Labor Party can come only as a re-
sult of prolonged struggle within the
labor movement to win firm support

in advance of eléctions for the idea

of a Labor Party itself.

The three c_and;dates of the Revere_

Local, Frank Wesolowski, Charles
‘Chiakulus and Sam' Mazza, running
in the 32nd, 35th and 36th Wards,
respectively, gained only a few hun-
dred votes each. They ran with the
official backing of. the CIO Council,
but it was only the efforts of the
Revere Local militant workers and
their friends which. gained the num-
ber of votes achieved. Lack of clar-
ity as to the fact that labor could
and should play an organized, inde-
pendént role against ALL the capi-
talist candidates in the non-partisan
aldermanic elections prevailed in thé
ranks of the rest of the labor move-
ment, both CIO and AFL.

_As it was, the Revere candidates
permitted themselves fo be adver-
tised as “Labor” men, rather than as
representatives of an indepenent La-
bor Party. The PAC, which is said to
still exist in these parts, played no
role whatever in the election, appar-
ently ‘riof ‘déeming it fit to “bother™
with atfempting to represent: the
workers in the City Council.

depender}t labor polities—and liked

In the 32nd Wald the Stahms’cs ran

their “labor late;” Frank Mier-:
kiewicz, a leddet, of the Fur & Lea-

ther ‘Workers Uniop, in opposition to
Wesolowski, ' thus further disrupting
and disuniting,the incipient move to-
ward a Labor Parly based on the
support of the big unions. In their
Chicago- Star, the Stalinists gleefully
pointed up the defeat of the three
Revere men as a “warning” to labor
candidates who run with the sup-
port of the non=Stalinist CIO Council
and of Trotskyists. AIl the CP-spon-
sored candidates, with the exception
of 'a handful of men from CP-domi-
nated unions, ran as plain “indepen-
dens” even thqugh many of them are
well known Republican or Demo-
cratic party hacks with a “liberal”
coating. .

Of unusual interest in- this city
election is the fact that more than a
quarter of a million voters voted only
in the non-partisan aldermanic race.
They did not vote in the party pri-
mary for the mayoralty candidates
of the Republican and Democratic

. machines. This, signifies that a huge

number of volers ate disgusied with
those parties of big business, when
theéy dare to show their faces openly
on the ballot. '

It is to these voters that the can-
didates of the real mass Labor Party
of the future will initially turn their
attention. The modest ‘but energetic
efforts of the Revere Local and its
supporters in this election musy serve
to turn the attention of all’labor milis
tants the more firmly toward their
basic task: Break through the apathy
in the labor movement resulting from
the officialdom’s ties with the parties
of capital. Arouse .the workers to the
need for a Labor Party. Convert the

- stagniating PAG into a lo¢al and na:

tional Labor Party.

DETROIT TENANTS WORK WITH CIO TO PLAN
ACTION AGAINST RENT- soosrs Ewcwons

BETROIT, March "13Approximately

.150 people attended a neighborhood

meetmg on reht control at Northern
High . Schéol' in thid city last night.
Sponsored jointly by the Brewster'
Project Tenants Committee, the
Charles Project Teénants Comm1ttee
and the Wayne County CIO Council,
the tenants approved unan‘lmously
of Chairman ‘Jack Lesnick’s proposals
o' mass at ‘City Hall to demand that
the Common Council take  action to
freeze ‘rents "locadlly. b

“The main speaker of the, evening
was R. 'J. Thomas, v:ce-—premdent of
the UAW-CIO, who spoke as'a “home
owner” and condemned inflation in
real estate and housing. The release
of féderal rent controls would miere-
Iy ‘put’ ténahts at the mercies of
landlords.” The solufion to the rerit:
problem, he said, is low-cost federal
housing projects.

Thé chairman of the Bréwster Pro-
jeet Tenants’ Commlttee J. Dillarg,
presented the program adopted by
the meeting of thé Brewster tenants:

1) Refase to pay any fenits over

. OPA céilings.

_g) ltésiét evlcﬁ'dns by an me‘gmg

Wliere necessary to oall upon UAW
Flying Squadrons for aid.

'3) Cooperation with other tenant
groups for rént control.

The meeting was disrupted by 10
or 15-landladies, who made remarks,
booéd, snickered and generally made
themselves annoying. Most of them,
left the hall looikng ridiculous.

Members ‘of Locals 91 and 212
promised to send delegations to City
Hall to meet with the Common
Oouncil on rent control,
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TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

WHO BUYS SURPLUS GOODS?

The industrialists, the same people who profited
most from the war program, are getting most of the
benefits from the sale of surplus war property by the
War Assets Administration. In a recent three-month
period, industrialists bought 59.1 per cent of the sur-
plus capital goods sold, and 33 per cent ($282 millions)
.of the total goods sold. Veterans (most of them business-
men) picked up 23 per cent of the total surplus capital
and consumers goods sold, or $201 millions. Wholesalers
accounted for $209 millions. The federal government
accounted for $52 millions, retailers for $42 millions,
state and local governments for $22 millions, fore1gn
governments for about $13 millions, exporters and
UNRRA and unclassified for about $23 millions.

The National Association of Machine Tool Builders
has had tough sledding since the end of the war., With
the government offering’ billions of dollars of surplus
machine tools for sale cheap, the tool builders’ market
has contracted sharply. So the association has been con-
niving with its friends in the Army and the War Assets
Admmlstratmn, and has drafted a bill which will short-
1y be presented to Congress. It's a lulu!

By JACK RANGER

professor had to admit that there are some sectors of

The bill calls upon the government to take 250, 000
surplus machine tools in WAA stocks and place them

" into a proposed “defense reserve” for a five-year period.
With these tools off the market, sales of the machine
tool builders would mount. Naturally, the association
has the highest patriotic motives for urging the govern-
ment to spend billions in this way. “The industry does
not want to be placed again in the position of building
enormous quantities of tools at a high cost to the gov-
ernment within a short space of time,”
Bryant, vice-president of the Machine Tool Builders

Association,

In 1939 there were an estimated 1,000,000 machine
tools in the United States. During the war years ap-
proximately 800,000 ‘more were built; in 1942, the peak
production year, tools amo’unting t0$1,300 millions were
built. Today production in the industry is running at’
$300 millions, compared with a pre-war average of $100

millions.

HIGHER PRICES, PROFITS

After a brief pause in January, éommodity prices
have again continued to climb, taking new bites out of
workers’ paychecks with each upward step. Since the
end of OPA controls, the price of cotton piece goods has
risen 40 per cent. Rayon crepes are up 30 per cent.
Lead prices have reached an all-time high of 14 cents
a pound. The price of silver has gone up 5 cents an
ounce in recent days. Textiles are up. Hog prices in
Kansas City and Chicago have reached $30 a hundred-
weight, some $9.25 over the December 19 price which
was the post-OPA low. Pork products immediately went
up six cents a pound at the retail stores.

Federal Housing Expediter Creedon has authorized
higher rents for apartments to be built in Chicago and
New York, setting maximum rents of $30 to $32 a room.
"The higher renfs might be extended to other areas later,”

he said.

Cotton prices, which plummeted last fall as a result
of liquidation of .the.Jordan holdings, are scrambling ~
upward for the fifth week in a row. . .
of these higher commodity prices hasn’t reached the pub-
lic yet. When it does, the pressure upon the unions to
launch a fight for another round of wage increases will

be irresistable,

The apologists for Blg Busmess are hard put to jus- -
tify such outrageous profiteering. They twist, and turn,
and excuse, and lie. An example is a talk made by Dr.

. Jules Backman, professor of economics at New York
Univyersity,. delivered before a recent conference of the

American Management Association

says A. G.

the econoniy where 'proﬁts‘ are largeé enough to permit
wage increases or price decreases. (Actually almost all
industries could.do both.) {“Where such. sitpations pre-
vail,” said the professor “the national interest, as well
as that of the company or industry “affected, \ull best
be seyved if the alternative of lower prices is adopted.”

The businessmen snickered at that one, and the next
day the Journal of Commerce weekly index of 110
commodity prices -hit a new high. Backman of course
attacked the CIO theory that a general 25 per cent wage
increase can be paid without raising prices. In fact, he
said, wage increases will mean higher prices—even
though he had admitted earlier that industrialists could
raise wages without raising prices.

The N. Y. Journal of Commerce, dropping all pretense
that Big Business is going to be satisfied with present
prices and profits, no matter how high, sooths us with
the ‘theory that “the country may be in for a final specu-
lative whirl in commodity prices before supply and de-
mand adjustments will cause prices to find a more 'ner-
mal* post-war level." This is the same paper ‘that argued
for the end of OPA on grounds that "supply and demand
adjustments™ would prevent price rises.

° ]

Never in history has busjness been so profitable as
now for the Sixty Families. The du Pont de Nemours
& Co. reports the largest per share earnings in its his-
tory for 1946, equal to $9.44 a share compared with
$6.29 in 1945. American Tobacco Co. reports “a sub-
stantial increase’” over the $3.69 a share reported in
1945, with 1946 dividends estimated at around $5.50.
Profits of B. F, Goodrich Co. soared to a record high in
1946 and brought dividends of $17.69 a share, compared
with $7.84 in 1945. United Fruit Co. reported consoli-
dated net income of $39 millions for 1946, compared
with $19 millions a year ago. Last year’s dividends
totaled $6.46 a share on $2,925,000 shares. There was a
3-for-1 split-up last May, and still each share earned
$4.51 in 1946, so fabulously high were the profits. Good-
year Tire & Rubber reports earnings of $16.07 a share
in 1946, compared with $5.87 in 1945. Here is a build-

ing materials firm, Celotex Corporation, of rChicago,

withi earnings up 400 per cent over-a year ago. Here is
National Distillers Corporation with a 239 per cent rise
in net profits for 1946 over the previous year. And so
it runs, through industry after industry.

The N. Y. Journal of Commerce realizes such profit
reports don't sit well with industry’s insistence on con-
tinuing to boost prices and to reject wage ‘increases.
“Special pains must be taken” to explain the situation
to the publie, the Journal editorializes. First the Journal
points out that “the large profits are not éxcessive be-
cause they yield only a moderate rate of return on the
capital invested.” But this does not always clinch the
ar gument, continues the Journal. Present high profits

“grossly exaggerate the true earning power of many a
business, because of the 80 per cent rise in the com-
modity price level,” it states.
whether many industries can mamtam present profits

Then, it is doubtful

«  much 10nge1 “because competition is bound to increase.”

Then,

. The full impact

“current profits are not nearly as lar ge as un-
. conventaonal accounting methods make -themt’ out. to be.”

The more the Journal tries to explain, the less it ex-
plains. Every argument they advance to justify the ex-
horbitant profiteering of Big Business can be advanced by
the workers to justify sharp increases in wages. But this

is Just what the Journal fears. "14 is altogether unrealistic

in Chicago. The

to base wage policies upon a level of earnings that is, ot
best, going to prove temporary,” it concludes. What
would truly be unrealistic would be for the unions #o lay
back and fail to retaliate against the profiteering. Big
Business has shown conclusively that there are no Ilmrts
to its appetite for profits.

AFL, Cl. Sea Unions Confer

Plan Check on Jurisdiction Struggle; Ouster of Coast Guard

The long awaited and long over-
‘due conference of American mari-
time unions wa$ held in Washington
last week. Its purpose was to-estab-
lish a basis for cooperation between
the ten seamen’s unibns and, it is
hoped, chéck thé threat of Juris’dlc-
tional war on the waterfront.

Represented were the following:
National Maritime Union, Marine
Copks & Stewards, Marine Engineers,
American Communications Associa-
tion (all of which are CIO unions);
Seafarers Intérnational Union, Sail-
ors Union of the Pacific, Masters,
Mates & Pilots, Staff Officers Union,
Radio Officers Union (all AFL); Ma-
rine' Firmen, Oilers & Watertenders
(independent).

Chairman of the confab was V. J.
Malone, president of the MFOW,
who originally issued the call for the
conference. Also represented was the
ITF, which has in ifs ranks practi-
cally all Européan marine and dock
workers’ unions.

Resolutions acfed on favorably
were: : £

1. Withdrawal of military (U. S.
Coast Guard) control from the ship-
ping lndustry

2. The granting of eftizen'shlp to
alien seamen who sailed American
ships during the war.

3. Increased approprlatmn to the
U. S. Publle Health Service to hos-
pitalize sick merchant seamen. prop-
erly and mvestlgatlon of poor condi-
tions at U. S. marine hospitals.

4. Prompt. passage of a merchant
seamen's war service act (Seamen's.
Bill of Rights). o

5. Revision of maritime laws so as
to curb the “dictatorial powers of
masters to log and fine at will.”

6. Congress to act fast on the ques-.
tion of transferring American _ves-
sels to Panamanian and Honduran
registry, to be followed if neceasary.
by a nation-wide h_oyeott on Amer-
companies seeking to {utilize
Panamanian and Honduran registry
to avoid payment of American wage
scales, ship inspection requirements
as well as U, S. taxation.”

7. For all unions, to consider a Jomt
termmatmn date of collective bar-
gaining agreements in the maritime
1ndustry

- In addition to the discussion and
stand taken on. the above-mentioned,
questions, the conferenoe, w;th a- few
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dissenting, went on record “con-
demning the attempts of the Com-
munists to move in on maritime
unions” and adopted a resolytion
calling on all sea unions to “reject
Communists as traitors to thé nation
and a detriment to the solid perma-
nency of the United Statés Merchant
Marine.”

By far the most important single
step taken by this confeérence, rep-
resenting some - 200,000 seamen, Was
the recommendation to' all maritime
unions to adopt a single contract ex-
piration date. The aeeeptanoe of this
by the different unions - will mean
tr:p[mg or quadrupling the stnkmg
power or maritime labor. When this
is achievéd, the shipping interests
will be confronted with the threat
of a general seamen’s strike every
time they sit down to negotla,te a new
contraet :

“far the most d}sappomtmg
stah"d taken by the Washington con-
ference was the flag-waving resolu-
tion adopted on the question of the
Stalinists. We will comment on  this
business in‘d cotning issue of LABOR
ACTION since we don't have at hand
the full resolution. Suffice it to say
that from what we've .seen of it, it
is a far cry from the “Wobblyism”
(IWW) that once upon a time typi-
fied the sponsors of the resolution.
Wheén word of this gets around to
him; Big Bill Haywood will surely
turn in his grave,

On the whole, though, the Wash-
mgton conference is a fine step for-
ward..It should be the first of many
such meetings to d:scuss joint action
and strategy. In the future these
conferences would have more mean-
ing if they had rank and file dele-
gates in addition to the "plecards"
that dominated this one.

Earlier last week the International
Transport Federation met here in

‘New York with representatives of -

the AFL maritime unions to discuss
the transfer of U. S. vesseéls to Pdna-
manian registry (see_ last week’s
LABOR ACTION). Plans were laid
for &n international boycott of ships
transferred to “dummy” corporations
in foreign countries not récognized
as maritime powers. 'These transférs.
are effected primarily for the pur-

- pose of running away from union.

R o e i S O SR T g RS

wages and conditions. The boycott
would mean that dock workers and
seamen, the world over, would refuse
to handle any ship designated as
“hot” by the ITE. It would be a
most effective answer to the attempts
of international shipping interests to
‘break maritime unions. In addition
to this, the ITF is also planning for
organizing Panamanian seamen.

The SIU this week negotiated a 6
per cent cost of living increase with
its companies, retroactive to Janu-
ary 1. Travel and subsistence pay
has ‘also been raised, unlike the
award, made fo the other maritime
unions. Although the six -pér cent
helps, it falls far short of the rise in
the cost of living that took plaoe
since the Iast contract was signed.
The increase brings an able-bodie
seaman’s basic pay to $182.85 a month,
His overtimé rate is now $1.06 an
hour. With overtime, the AB now_
palls down approximately $250 a:
month before taxes.

A recent survey of foréign séamen

shows that thé militant strike action
of the American seamen has paid off
well. Prior to 1934 there wasn't too,
great a difference between the wages'
of American and foreign seamen. The
survey reveals the AB basic monthly
wages for forexgn seamen at present
to be as follows:

Canadian_... $150 Danish _..__ $35
Greek 112 Yugoslav ... 84
British ___ - 96 Swedish ___. 84,
French ... 96 Dutch .. '74
— ™\ ;
Last Fifty Copies
Available!

INDIA IN REVOLT
By HENRY.-JUI'SD'E
i oh Al

Only 50 copies are left of this

documentary pamphlet on India
«and its political scene.

e
Available at 50 cents per copy
from
- WORKERS PARTY
- PUBLICATIONS

4 Court Square )
Lopg Island _City 1,,N. Y.
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A Paper in the Interests of Labor

World Imperialist Role Now Public Policy:

A Ch

By IRVING HOWE

HERE is more than a
Ttouch of irony in the fact
that the policy of decisive and
unrestricted intervention by
U. S. imperialism into world-
wide and especially European
affairs, has been-enunciated by
Harry Truman, provinecial poli-
tician from Missouri; even
though it was most consistently
advocated by Franklin Roose-

velt, the most far-seeing spokesman
of U. 8. capitalism in the 20th cen-
tury.

Roosevelt, who did understand the
need from the point of view of U. 8.
imperialism of active intervention
into every corner of the globe, was
yet restricted in his actions by, and
had to heed the cautionings of, the
isolationist groups. But Truman,
who would like nothing better than
to bury his head in, Independence,
Mo., is forced by inexorable social
pressures to drive U. S. money, tech-
nique, arms and power into that very
Europe of which Americans have
traditionally been so suspicious.

We note this in eonnection with
the proposed. U. S. loans of $400,-
000,000 to Greece and Turkey not
merely to show how the Marxist con-
ception of the limitations of the role
of the individual in history is dem-
onstrated in the behavior Roosevelt
and Truman had to assume. More
important, rather, is the fact that
U. 8. imperialism has now an-
nounced—not a new policy, for it did
that when it intervened in Europe
after the First World War, but
rather—an open and frank declara-
tion that it 78 the major power in the
world and that it intends te -utilize
its superiority in dollars and atom
bombs to decide the world’s- fate.

For how else can we interpret Tru-
man’s speech?—of which it: can be
caid that seldom has.a statement of
such consequence been delivered: by a
figure of such inconseguence. .. .

Few have understood the implica-
tions of this declaration as well as
the New York Times commentator,
James Reston, who is also the un-
official “leak” of the State Depart-
ment. As Reston wrote on: March 11:
“ ... wenow are ready to demon-
st'ra,te that, if the Soviet Union or its
satellites . . . insist on expanding in
the other key areas of the world, the
United States will oppose them not

with stern and futile diplomatic
notes as in the past, but with power.”

Reston continued, stating by impli-
cation that this open declaration. of
power must be backed up by arms:
“There is perhaps still a suggestion
in the new policy that we are ‘buying
security’ by arming mercenaries.
but most officials who approve the
loans to Greece and Turkey are well
aware of the fact that once we have
started on this policy, we cannot fail
to see it through.”

And then, continued Reston, out-
lining: the detailed intervention by
the U. S. in the Middle East: “These
loans are going to. be carefully po-
liced by the United States. Technical
skill is going to be provided to help
see that the loans are used effectively
to attain their purposes, and if these
loans and missions of ours need to be
supported by. the United Statés sea
power, that, too, can be made avail-
able without difficulty.”

Nothing could be more frank.

The reperéussions on the Euro-
pean continent hawve been tremend-
dous. Those very nations—the sec-
ond-rate declining imperialist powers
—which need U..S. propping are yet

* the ones to be most, suspicious about

it. Reactions in Rome, Paris and
England were, in diplomatic par-
lance, reserved; .in plain English,
worried. For they are now between
two pressures; if the U. 8. delivers
them from the rampant Russian im-
perialism, they know quite well that
in: its' own quiet but more efficient
way, U. S. imperialism will squeeze
them equally as much.

Little wonder then that the inde-
pendent bourgeois newspaper in
Rome, Il Messagro, wrote: “The
speech and the program it represents
are important because behind respec-
table arguments: of general policy lie
the influence of colossal economic in-
terests — industrial, banking and
commercial—which . . . constitute
that formidable mechanism of global
expansion which is American impe-
rialism.”

THE REPUBLICANS TAGGED
ALONG MEEKLY WITH TRUMAN

Equally significant was the domes-
tic reaction in Washington. Some
years back such a declaration by a
President would have provoked a
chorus -of horrified isolationist
screeches: the Republicans would
have tried to utilize the situation to
party -advantage. Now, tempted
though they must have been, they re-
frained from disagreement; their re-
sponsible leadership knew quite well
that U. S, imperialism had taken a
decisive step in sparring with its
Russian rival and in its explicit in-
tervention as the decisive power in
non-Stalinist Europe. The Republi-
cans couldn’t say much in opposition,
though they mus# have known that
opposition would catch votes.

As-if to rub it in, the perceptive
James ‘Reston wrote in the Times on
March 12 that: “Considerable prog-
ress has been made in the last ten
days in making Congress realize that
what is at issue here is not merely
loans to Greece and Turkey, but a
question of establishing o world se-
curity. system through the employ-
ment of American.power.”

Afd so the arc of U. S. foreign pol-
icy has been completed. From a nation
traditionally suspiclous of 'foreign
entanglements” —in  which George
Washington's conditional’ statement
against such "entanglements' became
a popular though seldom adhered-to
shibboleth—the- U. S. has become the
arbiter of large sections of the world
on:-'whose decision, power and wealth
the fate of governments depend. Let
those myopic liberals who quixotical-
ly. maintain -#liat the idea of U. S.
imperialism is'a "myth" because "we
have no colonies" examine the facts:
U. 8. imperialism is so powerful, the
dollar and the bomb' so: omnipofeni
that- it doesn't need: #o "own' any
colonies. ‘It . -controls—and that is
enough. - ; a7

a5

We have spoken- of U. S. foreign
policy as the unavopidable result of
the nature of U. 8. imperialism. It

may then be asked: are U. 8. inter-
ests and investments in Greece and
Turkey so large as to require this bold
policy? Without even citing the sta-
tistics on''this matter, we may read-
ily answer: No. Most current invest-
ments in Greece are British and
those investments the U. 8. does have
in Greece and Turkey are not deci-
sive. What is involved rather is the
world position of U. S. imperialism
in relationtb the other major powers
—primarily, Russia. The nature of
these immediate struggles are de-
tailed elsewhere in this issue of LA-
BOR ACTION. Here we wish to dis-
cuss, however briefly, U. 8. imperial-
ism itself.

U. 8. imperialism is at present so
wide-spread, so concerned with every
corner of the globe because of the na-~
ture of its internal economy. A
Marxist writer offers some interest-
ing data on this point: “. . . the out-
standing factor in the American in-
dustrial and financial system today
is an overproduction of capital which
has assumed terrific proportions. It
is now in possession of a vastly ex-
panded industrial ‘productive capa-
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city. Gross production was running
during - the first half of 1945 at an
annual rate of $206 billion. This is
more than double the capacity 'of the
peak year -of - the pre-depression
boom. In 1929 total gross production
amounted to only $94.4 billion!
“Capital ready for investment is
likewise available in the hands of the
Wall Street corporations ini prodi-

gious amounts. National income dur-
ing the war boom reached the stu-
pendous sum of $160 billion. Capital-
ist corporations received their more
than generous share. From 1939 to
1946 net profits after taxes of U. S.
corporations totalled $42.7 billions.
Their net working capital increased
from $24.6 billion in 1939 to $45.5
billion in 1945, a jump of 85 per cent.
Current assets from $54.6 billion to
$98 billion in the same period.”
(William Simmons, in Fourth Inter-
national Magazine, May 1946.)

This ‘vast expansion of productive
capacity, only a. portion of which,
under the workings of capitalist econ-
omy, can be absorbed by: the domes-
tic ‘market, is the constant goading
pressure for imperialist expansion. 1t
is: ‘this process, now brought to a
critical culmination as indicated in
the figures. cited: above, which has
gradually developed in this cnunfry
since the turn of the century.

‘The U. 8. became a creditor nation
after the First World War. But it
had already embarked on numerous
imperialist ventures at the turn of
the century: the Philippines, China,
Latin Ameriea, ete. True, U. 8. in-
vestments abroad at the turn of the
century were quite small: $500 mil-
lion in 1900; slightly over $2 billion
in 1909; and slightly under $2 billion
in 1912. At the time of World War I,
Aniferican investments were largely
in Europe; it was this crucial fact
which drove the House of Morgan
to put the decisive pressuré on Wood-
row Wilson to-enter the war.

A DECISIVE TURN ;
TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT

In “the decade from 1912-1922,
U. 8. foreign investments increased
300 per cent, This tendency continued.
from 1922 to 1981: an increase; esti-
mated by the Department of Com-
mevrce, from about $8 billion to about
$15- “billion. - These investments
brought in an annual interest of over
$500° million a year.

But to look at the matter merely
statistically would be insufficient. The
specific gravity—the social weight in
terms of the functioning of U. S. capi»
talism—of these foreign interests held
by ‘American- capitalists was far
greater than a comparison between
foreign and domestic investmernt might
indicate. For a collapse of the foreign
market, as happened in 1929-1931,
could ‘only result in internal crisis in
the U. S.; this. nation was now inex-
tricably bound up with the world
econemy and was well on the way to

oreign
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becoming the dominant force it is to-
day. -~

Yet isolationist sentiment in-
creased in between wars and reached
a peak in the twenties and early
thirties. Does this not seem in con-
tradiction with the expansion of
imperialism which one would
expect would lead to an internation-
alist perspective for U. S. capital-
ism?

There is of course more than one
reason for this situation., Here we
wish only to cite two crucial reasons.

There is no direct sequence from
economics to politics. Though U. 8.
capitalism was becoming increasing-
ly concerned with international in-
vestments and developments, the
American people were repelled by
the First World War and by their
subsequent disillusionment about its
causes; large sections of it suc-
cuimbed to a polidy of naive isolation:
“keep out of European affairs.” That
such a policy was literally :mp0331h1e
did not deter them from clinging to
it.

Much more decisive was the fact
that during the interim between
wars, U. 8. investment underwent a’
sharp change in character.. By 1929

the center of U. S. imperialism had
shifted from Europe to the Western
hemispheré; by 1939 the shift was
even more emphatie, partly because
of Nazi triumphs. (The Far East and
Africa during this period remained
relatively minor; though potentially
of first importance.) The accompany-
ing figures illustrate this point.

Percentage
‘ of Total
‘Avrea Investment -
Europe ......... 21 20
Western Hemlsp‘nere 59 70
Far East and Africa 10 10

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
MORGAN AND ROCKEFELLER

" Now the bulk of these investments
in the Western Hemisphere were
held roughly by the Rockefeller
group. The bulk of inyestments in
Europe were held roughly by the
Morgan group. The word “roughly”
is underlined in both the above sen-
tences, since the original distinetion
between the Morgan group as finahce
capitalist and the Rockefeller group
as industrial capitalist has gradu-
ally been obliterated as the two
groups interpenetrated.
(Continued on page 5)

By HENRY JUDD

Our world has long since become
hardened to the shock of cafastrophe:
and cataclysm, be it man-made' or
caused by nature. Trotsky said that
modern man. lives on his nerves;: to.
survive the endless series of disasters
that occur about him, this' man's
nerves must be.condition to ward off’
such blows. The facts of war, of hun-)
of concentration
camps and brutalities; these facts by
themselves no longer penetrate the
modern consciousness. )

A recital of piled-up horrors, the
heaping up of tortured details; all
this will, at best, produce a momen-
tary effect upon the individual at
whom it is directed. Those who, In
the military drive through Germany;
saw the Nazi concentration camps at
first hand will recall how quitkly
their minds became adjusted to ‘the
sights. A five-minute talk with one of
the released inmates had more mean-
ing. Many articles, brochures’ and
even books have already been pro-
duced by these prisoners. ]

For this experience of, “the world
of the concentration camp,” like ex-
perience in general, means nothing
to us by itself. A recital of the tra-
gic story, a cataloguing. of harrowing"
details, an indictment of those re-
sponsible for this, while it may in-
form the uninformed, will do little
else. But who is uninformed? Men
today, in their overwhelming num-

" bers, know these experiences,.if' not

at first hand, then at next hand from

intimate friends and comrades. Much

more than this is required: It is be-
cause it IS so much more that we
find this small book of David Rous-
set,” L’Univers Concentrationnaire,* a
masterpiece -of: its kind, a; brilliant if
somewhat diserdered work of art; a
Shattermg expenence to: the readEr

*L'Univem Concentratipanpln by
“David Rousset. Tditions du Ps.vms.

rgrls, 187 _D&Eeﬁ' et et

b

Qut of the experience of Hitler's Germany, lived through by hundreds of
thousahds of slave laborers and c¢concentration camp prisoners, has come a
remdrkable 'book, L'Univers Concentrationndire, written by a French socialist.
LABOR ACTION. is happy to call the attention of its readers to this profound
human document and work of art in this review. We hope that an American
publisher will make the book available to a wide range of readers in ﬂlls
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David Rousset, a revolutionary so-
cialist and, 'at one period, a leader of
the . French Trofskyist movement,
had the essential prerequisite for the
writing of such a book, and further-
more, had the talent and capacity to
create the only work that, could have
any value or meaning for us. As a
socialist,: Rousset understood the re-
latipnship of this dark valley through
which: ‘he was passing to. the “out-
side” " world that encompassed his
camp. He knew: that his new world,
mad' and. fantastic though it be, was
an-organic part of that other; the out-
side world. And Rousset knew that,
to suceeed in his work, he must pro-
duce a living experience that would
be a living! experience for the read--
er as well. The world of Buchenwald
must come to life, we must learn to
feel and: understand it and its entire
mechanism; we must brood over its
tragedy "and historic meaning; we
must witness the sordid deeds of its
ifimates; we must participate in its
acts. of courage and compassion.

In the grip of Rousset, a writer
with a sense of drama and irony and
a flair- for: the modernized adapta-
bility of classic French, in the man-
ner of Jean Malaguais, we live with-
in his ‘expefience. We are in Buchen-
wald; we ate in the camp. _

“The great solitary city of Buchen-
wald; ‘a small tourist city on the
banks of the Weser, Porfa Westphali-
ca;with raised hillocks “along’ the

river!s~ 1en¢m and. mwm slowly
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settled amidst a world of roots and
trees.” We meet men “of all peoples,
of all convictions, at a time: when
wind and snow ' tumble on their
shoulders, freezing windows to the
rhythms’ of marches, as strident as
a broken and mocking  bhlasphemy,
under blinding. lights, on: the Great
Square ' of - Buchenwald’s. frosty
nights. Men without convictions, wan
and violent, men bearing beliefs that
have been destroyed, dignities _'that
have been -defeéated; an entire peo-
ple, nakéd, internally- naked, stripped
of all culture, of all civilization;
armed with shovels and pick-axes,
picks and hammers, fettered to rust-

ed Lorens, diggers of salt, shovellers
of snow, mixers of concrete. A people

hardened by blows, obsessed by theé '

paradise of forgotien foods; the’ inti-
mate sting' of their 'downfall—this
people the lengl.h of 'time.”

“THE FIRST BORN
OF THE DEAT

The lists of those to be shipped to
the Polish extermination camps are-
once more - opened. The SS: doctor,
his boots gleaming, is smoking a
cigar. One by one; the' “concentra-
tionnaires” -approach him. He opens
each one’s patnits and feels the mus-
cles of the abdomen. “With. his hand

he begins the gesture: next one. Qut--
side, in’the grey air; the srnoke oi

the Crematonum Peg

“Every morning, before dawn, the
slave market. The ‘Rubbér Men' (SS)
rain: blows on skulls, shoulders, Fists
crash ifito faces. Boots stamp, stamp
and loins are black and blue and yel-
low.... Work. cfews. form.. Kapos
(camp trustees) and foremen, the
slave-dealers: Their morning alcohoel:
to: strike, strike until appeased: with
fatigue. Shortly before six o'clock,
the 88 man will pass the work crews
in review. He stands before the grey
men, fist on hip, legs spread apart,
whip, a long lanner of plaited leather
in his other hand. His boots shine,

. clear, neat, without a trace of mud.”

At night, “45,000 prisoners move.
toward the Great Square. The. living,
the sick and the dead...the slow
march of a haggard people. It is a
universe apart, completély shut off,
strange kingdom of a singular fatal-
ity. The deepness of the camps.”

“STRANGE FIXATIONS

TROUBLE ‘'THEIR BODIES”
“George has left. He counts ten

years'in the camp. Now he is in love

with a woman prisoner, and clandes-

tinely he slips her lettérs and some- -

times a snack. He risks 25 blows on
the- buttocks, but he is in love. :

“,..We hear Poppehhauer's voice
—the full-blown- petty bourgeois type,
out of Simplicissimus. Alfred, the
Kapo of Rollwagen....He sold Franz
to the 88S....That evening he had
showered blows upon Rudolf, whob
had ‘made  dirty propositions to
Heinz, the "curé, his-lover. Herbert
Pfeiffer — Kamou — Delaunay — the
huge Tony and the Russians—Toni:
Briincken, a sadistic brute, our block
leader. One day he flogged all' the
womern prisoners —400; ° The 'room
nicknamed ' Judas — Emil Kiinder—
Kurt, 1% years in the camp—Ofito, the
foréemary, afraid: of -everything; of the-
Kapos, 'the ' ecivilian-' masters, = the:
guards. Max the:baker, a:man of the
Bible: . ‘With. . his:: deadi .,

&

hands « he-

showed us Hitler, image of the apoc-
alyptic beast, doomed to destruction.
Hermann, a Communist,..Félix, the
Pole, claiming to be German...bear-
ing with him the odor of: the Ges-
tapo.”

“THERE ARE SEVERAL ROOMS
WITHIN THE LORD’S HOUSE”

“The world of the concentration
camp is organized under different.
plans. Buchenwald is a chaotic :city,
a kind of incompletely built capital.

. Neuengamme, by :contrast, is
strictly- ‘an industrial center....Bu-
chenwald, Nepengamme, Sachsen-
hausen, Dachau...constitute ‘nor-
mal™ types of camps, forming the es-
sential armature- of the world of the
concentration camp.” The reprisal
camps against Jews and Aryans, such
as Auschwitz and. Neue-Bremm, are
different. These have two fundamen-
tal orientations—“no work, ‘sport,’ a
mockery of food.”

“Between these camps of destruc-
tion: and the ‘normal’ camps there is
no difference in nature, but only one
of degree. Buchenwald had its Hell.”

I{ is wrong to think of the camps
as a concentration-of political prison-
ers. The politicals are a -handful. The
dominant color is green: “criminals,
thieves, bandits of all tongues, fierce:
and; cynical aristocrats, careerists.”
The' Russians, composing, the anony-
mous mass of the ‘camps; the Poles,

_the first'foreigners in the camps; the

- Greeks, professors, lawyers, soldiers,

levantine bandits; the Dutch, slow
and mournful workers and peasants;
the Czechs, disciplined and culti-
vated men; the LuxemBurgeois, “a
closed free-masonry; at Buchenwald,
the police”; the Danes; the French.
Lack of space makes it impossi-
ble to summarize this book, chapter
by chapter. The systematization of
the various socia] categories and the
struggle between these ranks for
power; the clandestine organization
of political discussion life (“Slaves
give only their bodies”): the corrup-
tion of the individual = prisoner
through the giving of power (“What
serves it a man to conquer the
world?”); the analysis of the SS.and
its.inner structure (“The 'gods do not
dwell: upon the earth”); the psychic
forces that drive the members of the
SS (“The silent hours of the S8”);
the working out of the camp’s func-
tioning, through the hierarchy of the
prisoners (“Theory of Powers”): the
use of privilege as a weapon -for in-
ternal strife and division (“Men live
not only by politics”); the debase-
ment of human feelings (“Desire it-
self is corrupted”); an estimation of
the political and ideologic groups
within the camps (“A new outlook

on the class struggle”) and, ﬁnally,"
the scenes of liberation ("The waters_
g ot the sea. dra.w hack")

“The world of the concentration
camp’ closes upon itself. It continues
to live now in the world like a dead
star, loaded down with corpses.”

“THE DEAD STARS
PURSUE THEIR COURSE”

“The  existence of the camps is a .

warning. German society, both by
reason of the strength of its econom-
ic structure and the sharpness of the
crisis that defeated if, experienced a
‘most’' exceptional decomposition "in
the present world conjuncture. But
it would be easy to show that the
most characteristic iraits of the S§S
mentality ... may be found in many

other sectors of world society....It °

would. be ‘a ‘eriminal: deception to
claim that it is impossible for other
peoples 'to go through an analogous
experience due to reasons of natural
opposition. Germany has interpreted,
with” ah originality due to its own
history, the crisis that led it to the
world of the concentration camp. But
the existence and the mechanism of
this crisis belong to the ecénomic and
social foundations of ‘capitalism and
imperialism. Under a new form, sim-
ilar effects can appear tomorrow....
Consequently, a precise battle must
be conducted. The balance of the con-
centration camp is, in this respect,
a marvelous arsenal. The German
anti-fascists, interned for more than
10 years, must be precious comrades
in the struggle.”

Much as we disagree with Rous-
set’s present political point of view,
we welcome this new book of his.
Labor’ Action Book Service has copies
of L’Univers Coneentratmnnaire
available ($2 00) and will be pleased
to fill orders. Because of its difficul-
ties, however, a rather advanced ac-
quaintance with the French language
is' needed fo read this book. We are
informed that pubhsl‘ung rights have
"been sold to-an American publisher,
but we do not know when 1t will be
avallable. AT
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IRYING HOWE HENRY JUDD

Against Outlawing the CP!

Even the most casual reader of LABOR
ACTION, even the reader who merely
glances at a headline, must know how
deep and fundamental a hatred this pa-
per and the Workers Party have for Sta-
linism. To us this reactionary and totali-
tarian’‘movement, represented in this
country by the so-called Communist Par-
ty, means the destruction of the first great
working -class rewvolution in history, the
Russian Revolution; it means the GPU

 murder machine which killed Leon Trot-

sky: it means a movement which de-

~ stroys and abuses the labor movement to

further the ends of the Russian dictator-
ship. ' é
Nonetheless we wish in the most forth-
right and unambiguous terms to denounce
the proposal made by Secretary of Labor
Lewis B. Schwellenbach, before the House
Labor Committee, that the Communist
Party be outlawed. We denounce the pro-
posal to outlaw the American Stalinist
party while emphasizing our political dis-
agreement with it and our intention to
drive it from the labor movement and de-
stroy its influence among the workers of
this and every other country. :

Whether or not Schwellenbach spoke
for the Truman administration is, at the
time-of, writing, not. known ;. the.chances
are that he was not speaking for it. From
the point of view of the administration,
Schwellenbach’s remarks may even be re-
garded as a first-class boner, since they
coincide with the Moscow Conference. It
therefore seems likely that he was merely
shooting his mouth off on his own.

But there is no question that Schwellen-
bach found a receptive audience in cer-
tain sections of Congress; Fred Hartley,
chairman of the House Labor Committee,
immediately agreed with him. And there
is no question that his proposal will gain
support from various sections of the re-
actionary press. Already there are several
bills in Congress which would outlaw the
Communist Party. '

' We must ask ourselves: why this sud-
der_r anti-CP fervor? Two reasons may be
seen immediately. First, everyone under-
- stands that the CP in America is merely
an agent of the Kremlin. It waltzes or jigs
according to Stalin’s tune. When, during
the war years, it was in the forefront of
those destroying labor’s rights; when it
was the staunchest advocate of the no-

strike pledge and the incentive pay speed-
up—then there was no anti-CP hysteria.
Quite the contrary! Earl Browder was
freed by Roosevelt as a gesture of friend-
ship. Now, however, that relations be-
. tween the U. S. and Russia are strained,
the old “anti-Red” hysteria is brought out
of mothballs and applied to the CP. In
this sense, the anti-CP drive is merely
part of the maneuvers attendant upon the
prolonged negotiations of the major im-
perialist powers. .
But there is still another reason.
Schwellenbach, who heads a governmental
department supposedly dedicated to help-
ing the American workers, was testifying
before a Congressional committee consid-
ering anti-labor legislation. The proposal
to outlaw the CP fits in neatly with the
anti-labor drive. Not, mind you, because
the Stalinists are really pro-labor or be-
cause there is any necessary connection
between the labor movement and the Sta-
linists. .
The Stalinists are being used as a pre-
text. They are being used as a wedge in
the drive against the entire labor move-
ment and against.the various sections of
the genuine socialist movement. A “clever”
calculation is behind the plans of those

. who propose to outlaw the: OP.: They fig-.-

ure that they can begin with the CP, a
vulnerable target because of its miserable
record and its obvious subservience to the
Kremlin. But, though they may begin with
the CP, they plan to go ahead later to at-
tacks on genuine radical groups and on
the labor movement as a whole.

The outlawing of the Communist Party
in this country would therefore be the
first step against the rights of the labor
movement and against the civil rights of

the minority radical and socialist groups.

Such a measure would be a long stride to-
ward the totalitarianization of this coun-
try, toward the destruction of civil lib-
erties, !
Stalinism must be destroyed! But it
must be destroyed politically by the work-
ing class, whose mortal enemy it is. It
must be destroyed by being exposed.for
what it really is. Police measures against
Stalinism would only enhance its prestige
‘with many workers. It is therefore incum-
bent upon all workers and socialists to
oppose the proposals to outlaw the Stalin-
ist party, even though they despise it.

Arab-Jewish Labor Unity

- By all odds the most encouraging pie.ce
of news to come from Palestine in a long

time is the report that Arab and Jewish

workers are presenting a common strike
front in the city of Haifa against the Iraq
Petroleum Company, which is 23 per cent
American-owned. )

The great majority of the workers in
this plant are Arabs, a mere one per cent
being Jews. Since the strike began on
March 6, Arabs and Jews have been fight-
ing their common enemy, the largely for-
eign-owned petroleum company, as firm
allies despite the current bitter struggle
in Palestine between large sections of the
two peoples.

“Some 1,700 workers are on strike, of
whom 21 are Jews and the rest Arabs. Yet
the Jewish labor unionists, disregarding
the "edicts of certain of their leaders
-against Arab-Jewish labor unity, have
been working with the trade union which
is running the strike. A dispatch by Clif-
ton Daniel in the March 16 New York
Times reports solidarity between both
groups of workers and numerous contri-
butions pouring in from both Arab and
Jewish labor groups.

The lesson is of profound importance:
despite the nationalistic barriers which re-
actionary leaders of both Arab and Jew-

isil camps-try-to- create, ‘workers of both -

nations have united, as once before in the
railroad strike, in defense of their rights
as workers and in joint struggle for better
conditions. Such small but significant ac-
tions provide the basis for a solution to
the tortured Palestinian situation: Arab-
Jewish worker and peasant unity against
imperialist exploiters and for an indepen-
dent Palestine. '

NO COMMENT

An all-white jury, sitting at Shreve-
port, La., has acquitted all five white de-
fendants who were accused of beating one
Negro to death and severely injuring an-
other last August at Minden, La. Two

" deputy sheriffs were among the five de-
fendants who were charged with having
violated federal civil rights in connection
with the lynching. ;
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NEXT WEEK:

AN ANALYSIS OF THE COAL ;
INDUSTRY

By James Dakota

= 2 E > 4

-

Disappointed at the failure of their German puppet
party, the “Socialist Unity Party,” to gain much sup-
port in either the eastern or western zones, the Russian
Stalinist occupation has started a new move to increase

its power in Germany. Previously the German Stalinists
had opposed the unification of the German zones, utiliz-

ing the same reactionary arguments as.the Morgenthau-
‘Dorothy Thompson group in the U.
unification of Germany would result in its industrial re-
vival and therefore make of it a. power once more. The
reason for the then Stalinist line was very simple: the
Russians were milking eastern Germany dry and didn’t

want any interference.

Now, however, the German Stalinists have begun to
shout for German unification. One motive for this shift

in line is that they wish to penetrate

rich Western Germany, especially the Ruhr, which the
Anglo-Americans have kept shut to them. Another mo-
tive is that the German people eagerly desire unification
of the zones in order to abolish the present social-politi-
cal chaos; the previous Stalinist line was highly un-
popular. To gain support the Stalinists have therefore
come out in favor of national unification.

The puppet SED has sent emissaries into western
Germany in order to cajole or traduce workers into sup-
porting it. But. it is highly unlikely that they will suc-
ceed in forcing non-Stalinist workers into their ranks
in those areas where they do not have state power to

back them up.
For the entire Russian invasion

been a cruel disillusionment for many German werkers.
What they have seen in practice of the Stalinist army

S.—namely, that

-

and of Stalinist methods has not been pleasant. Hence
the present attempts of the Stalinists in Germany to
refurbish their standing by coming out in favor of na-
tional unification, :

AN UPHEAVAL IN FORMOSA ‘

A colonial-nationalist revolt has broken out in the
small but densely populated island of Formosa, lying
south of Japan. Long under Japanese rule, the Formo-
san people were the victims of the special type of im-
perialism employed by the Japanese throughout their

empire. Definitely not ‘part of the Japanese nation, they

in the Empire.
economically into

island.

resisted the efforts of their masters to integrate them

With Japan's defeat, a nationalist movement to estab-
lish an independent Formosan nation rapidly grew up, but
the island was turned over to the corrupt government of
Chiang Kai-shek. He placed a military governor in charge
of the island and it is against his harsh rule that the wide-
spread revolt has broken out. In characteristic fashion,
the new Chinese masters instituted a system of corrup-
tion, black marketing, and mulcting of the riches of the

Not too much is known at present about the revolt,
except the meager details that have been reported in
the press. The nationalists hold power in large sections
of the island, and the populations seem to be overwhelm-

ingly behind the nationalists and against the Chinese.

of Germany has

The general ai}ms of the uprising are to force the with-
drawal of Chinese rule and gain independence for the
people of Formosa.

REVOLT IN FRENCH SP
ON INDO-CHINA POLICY

The first substantial revolt in the
French Socialist Party against the
Socialist leaders’ imperialist policy
on Indo-China has broken out. We
‘translate below the resolution adopt-
ed unanimously by the Congress of
the Socialist Federation of Seine-et-
Marne, February 2: o

“l. The Congress of the Socialist
Federation of Seine- et - Marne: pro-
tests energetically to the directing
committee against the: violation of
the right of free assembly by .a So-
cialist Minister. I

“This motion is concerned with the
suppression of protest
against the Indo-China war sched-
uled for Wagram, Hall and -the Mu-
halité- B B S B 1|

“We affirm our solidarity: and; sym-
pathy for the victims of police bru-
tality. 3o

“2. The Congress of the Sgcialist
Federation of Seine - et - Marne reaf-
firms the anti-colonial principles of

THE FINANCIER, by Theodore
Dreiser; World Publishing Co.,
$3.00.

Reviewed by N. JOHNSTONE

In this, his third major work, Drei-
ser used the hectic career of Charles
Tyson Yerkes, the famed swindler,
as a model for his protagonist, Frank
Cowperwood.

For the socially conscious, we, find
in Dreiser an artist or, if you wish,
a sculptor, who, despite his short-
comings, managed to mold his work
on a mammoth plane. To read his
works is never to forget them. This
would seem to be the true test, of
any art: in that the crudities and in-
adgquacies are long forgotten while
the substance of the subject mnever
loses vividness in our memory.

COWPERWOOD'S CAREER

Frank Cowperwood, starting from
his first experience in obtaining as
many cartons of soap at wholesale
prices as his neighborhood retailer
would buy, ‘comes home with his
pockets bulging—a capitalist-to-be.
He drops out of high school and goes
to work as an office boy in a grain
commission house at the age of fif-
teen; and at the age of twenty-two
he has his own brokerage house. At
twenty-five he is in the banking
business, specializing in high - grade
bonds. He never ceases in his climb
upward -in the city of Philadelphia.
Having the backing of P. A. B. Wide-
ner and other tycoons from New
York, he and they gobble up the
traction interests of the blossoming
city.

Married to a steady, socially un-
acceptable wife, he soon becomes en-
amored of Aileen Butler, whose fa-
ther gave Cowperwood his start and
aids him in his devious schemes of
looting the city. His machinations in
obtaining control of the street rail-
ways are interwoven with his affair
with Aileen.

Having moved from his modest
living quarters in the mill district
of the city to more pretentious sur-
roundings, he maintains a f{rysting
place for her, His wife is:left to her
own ends while he maneuvers with
the powers in the local government
in buying street railway bond issues

with money from the public treasury.: " |
-ifrom ‘Newport to Miami and Califor-

His affair with <Aileen: begomes. more

meetings.

the party, and demands immediately
of the directing committee that it
obtain from the Socialist-led govern-
ment: :
“a—The immediate recall of the
personnel of the High Commissioner,

in particular
clerc;
“b—The sending of a parliamentary
commission for an inquiry on the
spot; '
“c—The opening without delay of
.peace - negotiations on the basis of
mutual 'respect of the Hanoi agree-
ment of March 6, 1946.
~ “And we demand the emergency
convocation of a special national
congress which will examine the
Indo-China guestion with the aim of
defining the present pésition of so-
cialism with regard to the colonial
problem in its entirety; 1
“The Indo-China affair being, whe-
ther one likes it.or not, the touch-
stone of our relations with the other
peoples in the French. Union, it is
necessary not to accept the present
state of things and to rally around

D’Argenlieu and Le-

.

flagrant, although it isn’t until near
the end of the story that her suspi-
cious father hires Pinkerton detec-
tives to catch them in a house of as-
signation. The father disowns her
and shortly after this the catastro-
rhe of the Chicago fire has its reper-
cussions in the Philadelphia bond
market. - This forces Cowperwood’s
hand somewhat, as he has been too
efficient in marketing Philadelphia
bonds. He is convicted of embezzle-
ment and sentenced to two years and
nine months in the Moyomensing
prison. !
Aileen remains steadfast and he
receives her regularly while in jail.
Here Dreiser graphically sketches

the sycophancy and abject respect:

with which he is treated during his
short incarceration. His menu is spe-
cially prepared to his liking, and he
is allowed other liberties. Apart
from wearing prisoner's garb and
complying -with the routine, he is as
much at liberty as though he were
there of his own volition, His asso-
ciates, the bankers, investment bro-
kers and others with whom he had
dealings bring their weight to bear
and he is released after having served
nine months of his lenient term.

PICTURE OF AN ERA

The close of the story finds him
preparing to pull up stakes and move
on to the West. He realizes that his
haleyon days of brigandage in Phila-
delphia are finished. Dreiser points
us toward his further adventures in
Chicago, where his exploits are docu-
mented in The Titan,

It would be well to bear in mind
that the leading financial geniuses
who plod through Dreiser's story are
people whose estates are landmarks,
pointed to with pride by civic lead-
ers as being representative of what
“free enterprise” can accomplish.
Some of these men have given their
names to colleges, some have dedi-
cated wings of hospitals, some have
endowed special courses in the cur-
ricula of colleges all over the coun-
try. Others have gratuitously given
back a small amount of their plun-
der to posterity in the form of con-

~-servatories and planetariums, and
will live in immortality as the build-
ers of America.

Their offspring will continue to flit

A, e AR R

the principles enunciated .by the At-
lantic Charter.” . '

The above resolution is far from
a forthright condemnation of French
policy, in spite of the great improve-
ment it represents over present
French Socialist policy. An amend-
ment was presented at the Congress
which took a more definitely pro-
Viet Nam ' stand, and was supported
by a strong minority, being defeated
by a vote of 1,246 to 500.

“We state that the Indo- China

campaign is against the best estab-

lished Socialist tradition, and we de-
cide to awaken public opinion by
aiding the formation in our depart-
ment of a section of the France-Viet
Nam Association, which will try to
fix the responsibilities for this fra-
tricidal war.”

«Evén © though “thi§ amendmient: is
not unequivocally on the side of the
Viet Namese people, its significance
lies in the proposal for PUBLIC ac-
tion by Socialists along lines in con-
flict with the stand of the Socialists
in the government.—S. Berg.

nia and Europe; they will continue
to breed and race their horses and do
so many things that the capitalists
would wish us to believe is inherent
in a true democracy. The utter de-
pravity of the system is witnessed in
the fact that men like Dreiser, who
chronicled the lives of these pirates,
will continue to be ridiculed by the
defenders of the capitalist system.
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The Wrangle Over China
N\ THL ¥+ PARTV

“On January 81,” recounts Lauwrence K.
Rosinger, “after three weeks of deliberation, a
Political Consultative Conférence, representing
the government, Communists, Democratic League
and non-partisans, completed a series of far-reach-
ing accords. A transitional coalition government
was to be established and replaced later by a con-
stitutional administration; China's political armies

were to be reorganized and nationalized; and civil

liberties were to be guaranteed. Plans for agrari-
an, educational and industrial reforms were an-
nounced, and other clauses provided for demo-:
eratic revision of the Kuomintang-proposed Draft
Constitution.”” A month later an acgcord was
reached unifying the armies on the basis of fifty
Kuomintang and ten Stalinist divisions.

These agreements were undermined with dis-
patch. In March the Central Executive Committee
of the Kuomintang proposed serious changes in
the agreements, calling for the restoration of the
old 1936 undemocratic draft constitution. “Right-
wing” demonstrations were organized. A “liberal”
mass meeting in Shungking celebrating the Po-
litical Consultative Conference was broken up:
Sporadic warfare broke out again on the fronts.
By August the farce had been played out.

“...after Chiang Kai-shek’'s six-point program
of August 14,” says Hugh Deane, writing in. The
Nation, “which was virtually a demand for. sur»
render cloaked in the threadbare promise of ‘econ-
stitutional’ government, the Communist press and

. radio became more militant, saying that civil war

4

was an actuality and demanding with new sharp-
ness that the United States close its intervention.”

Marshall’s strictures against the Stalinists for
their role in sabotaging a coalition régime were
never very honest. His bias in favor of the Kuo-
mintang has hardly been disguised. The constitu-
tion was heavily weighted in favor of the Kuomin-
tang. The Stalinists had reason to be dubious of
their career in a coalition. In addition, it is like-
wise in Stalin’s interest to maintain a large peas-
ant army in China.

THE U. S. APPLIES THE SQUEEZE

The policy of the Stalinists is based upon the
‘hope of a Kuomintang economic and political
débécle. It tacks carefully in regard to the U. S.
avoiding sharp diplomatic encounters, and hoping

for a worsening economic situation in the United -

States and other international commitments by
the United States to minimize the aid which the
U. 8. will extend the Kuomintang. In China the
Stalinists are posing as the genuine anti-imperial-
ists, a pose which it is possible to make seem
credible because of Chiang Kai-shek’s ties with
the U. 8. They also are the loudest proponents of
.peace; hoping thereby, of course, to impose theiz
own-particular imperialist peace upon China.' ™

Russia herself Yis playing an extremely cageg}l

game in China. She gives no overt.support to the
Stalinists. Even during the war, in fact, she did
not send aid to them, though she did send consid-
erable aid to Chiang Kuai-shek via the Sinkiang
road. Russia wants no real showdown with the
U. S. on the China question. That she does fur-
nish political and organizational guidance to the
Chinese Stalinists goes without saying.

When Chiang Kai-shek refused to toe the mark,
the United States immediately applied .the eco-
nomic squeeze. Credits and raw materials were
withheld, A threat to pegmit UNRRA to lapse was
made. U. 8. troops were withdrawn. The Stalinists
became more active. Along with the currency and
commercial stability generally, confidencé in the
nationalist régime blew up. Economic controls
were hastily imposed by the nationalist gévem-
ment but with nobody seriously believing in their
efficacy.

At the same time Chiang Kai-shek improvised
a few harmless concessions calculated to pacify
the United States, the Chinese “liberals,” and the
peasant masses. Disaffection had been pronounced
in the army. Composed of conscripts taken al-
most exclusively from the poorest peasant fami-
lies, they live and die under the most pitiable con-
ditions and have proved susceptible to Stalinist
propaganda. In carefully measured doses room
was made for the Social Democratsiand the pro-
Kuomintang Youth Party in the govetnment. With
the Democratic League and the Stalinists not in
the government the Kuomintang will have slight
difficulty in retaining control. S

Further bureaucratically created constitution-
.al reforms have been made, but all are so.lobbled

that if and when the amended constitution is in- ’

stalled at the end of this year the Kuomintang
position will hardly be menaced. Chinese “liber-
als,” that is to say, elements of the capitalist clags,
were placated by orders restoring certain national-
ized enterprises to private ownership.

THE WAR CONTINUES

Simultaneously, arrests of all suspected Stal-
inists in the, nationalist zone were made, as a
prelude, it was widely interpreted, to a renewal
of the war drive. Chiang Kai-shek is counting on

. the*U. 8. antagonism to Russia to bail him out if

in.particular. -

Ahis internal situation gets out of control. This is
obvious in his propaganda, whose fire is concen-

. trated on the Stalinists. ;

In the exhausting civil war which is in pros-
pect, the U. S. is hoping for reverses to the Kuo?
mintang which will foree it to accede to U. S, de-
mands. This has its dangers in terms: of an in-
crease in Stalinist strength. But total occupation
by the U. 8. being ruled out, it is inevitable that
at some point the U. 8. will give Chiang Kai-shek
all that he needs. S
) Thus today the Chinese worker and peasant
is ‘concretely confronted with the choice of two
evils: a repressive Chiang Kai-shek régime, domi-
nated by the landlords, bankers, and merchants
and backed by U. S. capital, which meets none of
the needs of the Chinese masses and is prepared
to sacrifice them in a war against Russia, or a
Stalinist régime, which, despite whatever minor
land reforms it is prepared to make, cannot sdlve
the problems of the Chinese people, but prepares
for them the bureaucratic eollectivist yoke and
their subordination to the economic political, and
military necessities of Russia.

Next to India, China is the largest agrarian
country in the world. Its key problem—Iland re-
form—can be resolved only under the leadership
of the urban proletariat, in whose direct interest
lies the expropriation of the landlord class by the
peasantry. Given the imperialist structure of the
world today, this action must be supplemented by
the: revolutionary, socialist activity of the world
proletariat, and of the United States working class
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A Reply to the Current Drive Agams'l' the Closed Shop

| The Closed Shop Is a Step Towards Real Workers Democracy

By ERNEST ERBER

In a previous article on the closed
shop, -we pointed out that the argu-
ments of the capitalists- and their
politicians about the ‘“undemocratic
nature” of the closed shop illustrated
a point which Marxists have always
made about democracy; namely, that
the concepts of democracy held by
capitalists and those held by workers
are quite different.

The ‘capitalist views the closed
shop from his belief in, what he calls,
“freedom of enterprise.” What he
means by this high-flown phrase is
simply that he wants freedom to run
his plant as he sees fit. Several hun-
dred years ago the philosophers of
the rising capitalist class made a
fetish of the right of a capitalist to
do as he pleased with his capital.
Their concepts of philosophy, law
and the role of the state were based
upon this view. They spoke of the
“inviolability of pr'operty" and the
“sanctity of contract.” The “Found-
ing Fathers” considered this “right
of property” to-be above those hu-
man rights for which the common
people had fought in the Revolution-
ary War.:

That is why the authors of the Con-
‘stitution carefully provided for the
"rights of property" in the basic law

of the lund without mentioning the.

democratic rights of the ordinary cit-
izen. 1t was only after a fierce politi-
cal struggle that the mass of the peo-
ple succeeded in forcing Congress to
adopt the series of amendments guar-
anteeing such rights as freedom of
speech, of press, etc., known as "The
Bill of Rights."

However, in the course of the his-
torical development of capitalism,
the right of the capitalist to run his
enterprise as he wishes has been
considerably modified. This has been
the result of two pressures. The first
has been the pressure exercised by
the capitalist state upon the rights
of the individual capitalist. This
pressure has been exerted in order
to save capitalism as a system from
the individual actions of separate
capitalists. The growing complexity
of capitalist production and the in-
creasing size of corporations has
made it impossible to give each capi-
talist enterprise a completely free
hand without inviting recurring eco-
nomie cl’@os and political instability.
The, economic role of the faseist and
Wazi states was an expre_ssmnlof
this trend toward state controls in its
extreme form. The New Deal was an
expression of this same trend in a
different form.

LABOR PRESSURE

The second pressure upon the right
of the capitalist to “run the plant as
d see fit"” has come from the organ-

ized labor movement. It is with this .

latter development that this article
is primarily concerned. The organ-
ized strength of the workers has
forced the capitalist to recognize the
right of workers to combine to bar-
gain collectively over the terms and
conditions of their employment, The
history of labor organization shows
that, beginning with the most ele-
mentary demands set forth by un-
stable shop committees, the workers

" have continually expanded the scope

'of their demands and made their or-
ganization ever more stable. As soon
as a trade union had established its
right to bargain over wages and
hours and sign a written agreement,

it made as its next objectwe gammg
some voice in the matter of hiring
an firing.

Usually, a voice in the matter of
firing came first, since this was di-
rectly related to the preservation of
the union. Either by contractual
agreement or by practice, the union
sought to force the employer to es-
tablish valid reasons before he was
permitted to discharge an employee.
Without the latter, the active core of
the organization would be complete-
ly at the mercy of the boss. This in-
terference of organized labor with
the capitalist’s right to fire was the
first “despotic” inroad upon the then
prevallmg concept of “free enter-
prise.” . / 4

A VOICE IN HIRING

But just as it was important that
‘the union not be weakened by the
dismissal of good union men, so was
it also impdrtant that the union not
be weakened by the hiring of work-
ers who would refuse to join the un-
ion and, thereby, reduce its strength
as a bargaining agency. The union,
therefore, fought for some voice in
hiring. The first means of exercising
its authority in this direction was to
submit the new employee to persua-
sion and, finally, to pressure to join
the union. However, workers being

influenced by the capitalist environ-

ment, many of them sought to enjoy
all the benefits of union conditions
without joining. Those who refused
to join were given all possible aid
and comfort from the employer.
Often they were favored with better
jobs and other advantages over the
union men who had sacrificed to in-
troduce better wages and conditions.

" The free exercise of the employer's
right o ‘hire undermined the free ex-
ercise of the workers' right to im-
prove his conditions through collec-
tive bargaining. '

But, it is argued by the opponents
of the closed shop, is not the indi-
vidual worker who is opposed to join-
ing the union entitled to his rights
too? If he thinks he can get ahead
faster by stooging for the boss, is
that not his right?

The .answer to this oft-heard ar-
gument comes under two heads. The
first is that democracy does not only
consist of the rights of minorities,
but also of the rights of majorities.
Democracy could never work unless
it provided for the right of the ma-
jority to decide.

The second argument is that the
‘worker-who wants to get ahead by
staying out of the union is actually
getting ahead because of the union.
Such a worker is cashing in on the
existence of the union, which makes
it possible for him to occupy the
special status of a non-union man.
In other words, if there were no un-
ion, everyone would be a non-union
man and there could not be any spe-
cial favors on that account. But it
is precisely because a union exists
that the “free rider” can live off the
efforts and sacrifices of the majority
by establsihing his special value to
the boss ‘as a non-union man. The
“rights” of the non-union man in a
union shop are the “rights” of a
Judas Iscariot to betray his fellow
workers. If the other eleven disciples
of Jesus had offered their services
to the Romans, Judas would have re-
ceived much less than his thirty

Frederlck Engels on the Death of Karl Marx:

pieces of silver. It is the solidarity of parts as practiced by officious person-

the others that places a premium up-
on the treachery of the one.

MEANING OF CLOSED SHOP

The principle of the closed shop is
that the capitalist has the right to
run his shop as he sees fit in regard
to production but the supply of la-
bor power is controlled by the union.
In the best organized closed shops,

the employer is not permitted to hire .

from the street or through adver-
tisement unless there are no avail-
able union men seeking work. The
system of “hiring through the union™
extends the principle of seniority
from the individual shop to the in-
dustry as a whole in a given area.
The union man has priority over the
non-union man and the union man
who-has been unemployed longest has
priority over the others.

1t means that the hiring of workeu

is no longer at the whim of an eco-
nomic autocrat, the man who happens
to have money enough fo run a busi-
ness, but is now controlled by an or-
ganization of the workers themselves.
Is this not a great step forward in in-
troducing the principles of democracy
into economic life? From the stand-
point of the workers, i mest certainly
is. Just compare the system used in
an honestly-run union_hiring hall with
the "shape-up" in' vogue in many in-
dustries, that is, the system by which
the workers present themselves for
work in. the morning and the foreman
walks down the line pointing his finger
at those he will-hire, much as if he
were buying catfie.’ls' not the union
hiring system far more dignified and
human than the degrading shape-up
system or its, more refined counter-

nel directors?

The argument that the closed shop
has often been abused by union bu-
reaucrats and that union job-control
is often a source of graft for crooked
business agents cannot be seriously
considered as an argument against
the institution of the closed shop any.
more than it can against the organi-
zation of unions. It is suicidal to seek
to weaken union buteaucrats by
weakening the union. In this case
one merely weakens the bureaucrats
by strengthening the employer. It is
always possible to wage a struggle
against a bad leadership in the union
but it is not always possible to re-
store the position of the union once
it has been undermined.

Space does not permit an exami-
nation here of the actual working
out of the closed shop in the life of
the union movement, why it is easier
to establish and maintain in some in-
dustries, like printing, and very dif-
ficult in other industries, like steel or
‘auto. Suffice it to' say that with the
growth of trade union power and the
inerease in class consciousness of the
workers, the tendency everywhere in
an industry is toward a greater and
greater measure of union control
over hiring and firing.

The closed shop cannot resolve any
of the basic problems that confront
the workers as long as they remain
wage workers. Unemployment, rising
prices, economic instability, and
other factors that continually drain
off the hard-earned gains of labor
can only be tackled by going beyond
the measure of job-control and in-
truding upon the remaining (and

His Name Will Live Through the Ages

On March 14, 1883, 64 years ago, Karl Marx—
the great founder of the socialist movement—died
in London. On this anniversary of his death LA-
BOR ACTION is reprinting the famous speech
made by his lifelong friend and, associate, Fred-

erick Engels, on March 17, 1883, at the grave of '

Marx in Highgate Cemetery. In the words of Len-
in, “Ancient legends give us various touching ex-
amples of friendship. The European working class
may say that its science was created by two think-
érs and ‘warriors 'whose relations surpass all the
most touching tales of the ancients concerning hu-
man friendship....The love Engels felt for Marx
when the latter was alive and his reverence for
Marx’s memory after the latter’s death, were in-
finite. The stern fighter and strict thinker pos-
sessed a deeply loving soul.”

On the fourteenth of March, at a quarter to
three in the afternoon, the greatest living thinker
ceased to think. He had been left along for scarce-

‘ly two minutes, and when we came back we found
him in an armchair, peacefully gone to sleep—
but forever. [

An immeasurable loss has been sustained both
by the militant proletariat of Europe and Amer-
ica, and by historical science, in the death of this
man. The gap that has been left by the death of
this mighty spirit will soon make itself felf.

Just as Darwin discovered the law of evolution
in organic nature, so Marx discovered the law of
evolution in human history; he discovered the sim-
ple fact, hitherto concealed by an overgrowth of

ideology, that-mankind must first of all eat and’

drink, have shelter and clothing, before it can
pursue politics, science, religion, art, ete.; and that

therefore the production. of the immediate: mate—
rial means of life and consequently the degree of
economic development attained by a given people
or during a given epoch, form the foundation -upon
which the forms of government, the legal concep-
tions, the art and even the religious ideas ofi the
people concerned have been evolved, and inwthe
light of which these things must therefore be ex-

plained, instead of vice versa as had hitherto been .

the case.

But that is fiot all. Marx alse discoveredhthe

special law of motion governing the presentsday
capitalist méthod of production and the bourgeois
society that this method of production has created.
The. discovery of surplus value suddenly threw
light on the problem in trying to solve which' all
previous investigators, both bourgeois economists
and socialist critics, had been groping in the dark.

Two such discoveries would be.enough forone
life-time. Happy the man to whom it is ﬁﬁnt&d
to make even one such discovery. But in ®very
single field in which Marx mvequgated——anti he

investigated very many ﬁelds, ‘none of them super-

ficially—in every field, even in that of mathe-
matics, he made independent discoveries.

This was the man of science. But this was’ not
even half the man. Science was for Marx. a his-
torically dynamie, revolutlonary force. However
great the joy with which he welcomed a new dis-
covery in some theoretical science whose practical
application perhaps it was as yet quite impossible
to envisage, he experienced a quite other kind of
joy when the-discovery involved immediate revo-
lutionary changes in industry and in the general
course of history. For example, he followed close-
ly the discoveries made in the field of electricity
and recently those of Marcel Deprez.

For Marx was before all else a revolutionary.
His' real mission in life was to contribute in one
way or another to the overthrow of capitalist so-
ciety and of the forms of government which it had
brought into being, to contribute to the liberation
of the present-day proletariat, which he was the
first to make conscious of ite own position and its
needs, of the conditions under which it could win
its - freedom. Fighting was his element. And he
fought with a passion, a tenacity and a success such
as'few could rival. His work on the first Rheinische
Zeitung (1842), the Paris Vorwirts (1844), the
Brussels Deutsche Zeitung (1847), the Neue Rhei-
nische Zeitung (1948-49), the New York Tribune
(1852-61), and in addition to these a host of mili-
tant pamphlets, work in revolutionary clubs in
Paris, Brussels and London, and finally, crowning
all, the formation of the International Working-
men’s ‘Association—this was indeed an achievement
of which*Marx might well have been proud, even
if he had done nothing else.

And consequently Marx was the best hated and
most calumniated man of his times, Governments,
both absolutist and republican, deported him from
their territories. The bourgeoisie, whether conserv-
ative or extreme democrat, vied with one another
in heaping slanders upon him. All this he brushed
aside as though it were cobweb, ignoring them,
answering only when necessity compelled him. And
now he has died—beloved, revered and mourned
by millions of revolutionary fellow-workers—f{rom
the mines of Siberia to California, in all parts of
Europe and America—and I make bold o say that
though he may have many opponents he has hardly
one personal enemy.

His name and his work will endure through the
ages! ’

Foreign Policy - -

‘became a unity,

(Continued from page 3)

But still in the decades between
wars the isolationist point of view
within U. S. capitalism was based on
the fact that U. S. investments were
predominantly in the Western Hemi-
sphere; the power of isolationism
was based on the preponderance of
such investments. Isolationism ae-
cordingly advoeated that the U. S.
restrict its interests and activities to
the Western hemisphere.

Yet isolationism was doomed. It
was doomed because, as capitalism
developed and declined, as the inter-
nationalization of world economy pro-
ceeded at increasing velocity, the
arena of world imperialist investment
"one world,” as
Wendell Willkie so well understoed.
What happened in one area of the
globe intimately affected ' another
area. For the U. S. to have been indif-
ferent to imperialist developments in
Europe would have ultimately meant
to face a severe challenge in South
America.

It was this conception—which now
seems rather simple, but which the
divided interests of the U. S. capital-
ist class and its obtuseness to its gen-
eral class interests as opposed to its
sectional interests, made difficult for

‘the class as a whole to adopt—it was

this conception which Roosevelt and
Willkie as the most intelligent
spokesmen for their class understood
best and pushed through.

THE REASONS WHY
ISOLATIONISM IS DEAD

For by now the defense of U, S.
imperialism in Latin America really
does begin in Greece; and the de-
fense of U8, imperialist.investment
in Ching really does begin in 'I‘urkey.
Hence, the U. S. capitalist: class is
today more united than ever. before

b 1ol the need for 11: to pursue the
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course Truman outlined in his
speech. And that is why isolationism
is dead; that is why the Republicans
support Truman.

The old conflicts in policy within
the U. S. cabitalist class based on
different areas of investment or in-
terest can no longer be maintained.
Today U. S. imperialism, faced with
the most gigantic struggle in its his-
tory—the struggle for world hege-
mony against the imperialism of
Stalinist Russia—acts on a united,
world-wide scale. No doubt, the scope
of U. 8. investments abroad will in-
crease; the proportion of investment
in Europe will probably and the
mass of investment will certainly in-
crease.

There, then, is the shaping factor
in U. 8. foreign policy. It will sink
deeper and deeper into the arenas of
world struggle; it will be forced to
act on a world-wide scale regardless
of temporary hesitations or inhihi-
tions; for it is fighting to rule the
world. That the passing executor of
this policy is the puny Truman is
only an accident,

Would that the working class of.
the world were as united and deter-
mined to oppose this terrible impend-
ing conflict as are those who prepare
for it!

Vo ~\
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fundamental) domain of capitalists
“rights”—control of production.
The closed shop, with its workers’
control over jobs, is the invasion of
workers’ democracy in the realm of
economy. However, as long as the

capitalist maintains his right to con+:

trol production all forms of democ-

racy remain restricted by and sub-

ordinated to the bourgeois system of
economy, that is, remain within the

limited forms of b_ourgems_ _dgmoc-
ragy. It is necessary, as. Trotsky
wrote, “to break the husk- of bour-
geois democracy ‘and free from it ‘the
kernel of workers’/demoeracy.”sWith
the achievement of workers control
of production-and a workers’ govern-
ment, the kernel of workers’ demoec-
racy will achieve full flower and en-
compass all of economic and political
life,

Karl M,drx - Socialist Tifcm-

Il. For a Living Wage

Ill. Clear the Slums!

IV. Tax the Profiteers

Y. Nationalize Big Business

VYeterans

additional dependent,

year of ser\rme..
IX. For Peace and Freedom

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Conirol by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
‘ean control prices. Eabor’must' have ‘the 'décidive ‘'voice'in def,ermming'm
the pnchs of consumer commodities. For wage increases wlthout price
increases. For popular price control committees.

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator elause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases.to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage secuuty t.hraugh a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for # $5000 annual minimum per family.

Bulld Homes.

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for-all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units. -

For a 100 per cent on all' wartime profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
* lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under. workers’ control.

Vi. End Discrimination Against the Negro People
For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.
VIl. Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into I:he Umted Statea by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of: Europe.
2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration

to Palestine or any country of their choice,

y
VIil. For Full Economtc and Educaﬂcnal Oppor!uniﬂes for

1. Readjustment allowance. on- t.he-Job training subsldy pmﬂded
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and $656 for married veterans, plus $56 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-
ture. For self-determmat{on for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conseription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Lab¢r Party of the workers and workmg farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!
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LABOR ACTION

Murch 24, 1947

} RUTH FIS

We publish below a letter sent by Ruth Fischer
to the Militant, with a copy to LABOR ACTION for
publication. The letter refers to an editorial which
appeared recently in the Militant denouncing Ruth
Fischer's appearance before the House Committee
on un-American Affairs to testify against Gerhart.
Eisler, agent of the Stalinist murder machine. LA-
BOR ACTION last week published a letter by Jack
Weber on the same subject. As readers who read
our editorials on the Eisler investigation know, the
opinion of LABOR ACTION is substantially identical
with the views set forward in the letter of Comrade
Weber. We reject the view that Ruth Fischer, by
utilizing the forum of the House Committee, which
any revolutionary socialist would have done in the
fight against the murder machine of Stalinism and
its instruments, is thereby an "informer" or a "tool
of American imperialism." Whatever differences we
may have with Ruth Fischer, we know her as an
honest and courageous working class fighter against
the plague of Stalinism and the attack made upon
her is a defamation.—Ed.

. " »
To: James P. Cannon, National Secretary

The Socialist Workers Party

116 University Place

New York, N. Y.

My attention has been called to your editorial

. in the February 15 issue of The Militant entitled

“Not Trotskyist.” I do not intend to discuss the
precise meaning of the term Trotskyist, for it
seems to me a rather silly and dogmatic approach
to an important problem. The fight against Stal-
inist terror is not the private property of the
group organized under James P. Cannon but a
vital issue to the millions of Europeans, Russians
included, suffering under the lash of the GPU.
It is an honor to the memory of Leon Trotsky that
these fighters, differing in everything but their
will to crush the GPU machme, are termed Trot—
skylsts,

No more do | wish to answer your persoacl at-

tack on me, for this kind of vicious smear is outside -

rational polemics, “Your Central Commiﬂu Imews
beﬂer than most Americans the details of
cgu!lui Stalin for the last iwea*y yeun—]mow s, in
particular, that Maslow and | weére the only Ger-
man socialists accused in the Moscow GPU frame-
ups of plotting with Trotsky the assassination of
Stalin, and that | am the last survivor of those
"trials."

What I consider worse than your attack on me
is your utter indifference to instiucting your read-
ers on the facts about Gerhart Eisler. Eisler, you
say, has been “charged by the FBI with being an
undercover agent of the Kremlin,” and that is all
you have to say on his case. You do not indicate
by so much as an innuendo whether you consider
this charge to be based on the truth or merely the
result of my “serving as a tool of Ameriean impe-
rialism.” For the benefit of your members and
readers, I ask therefore that you print the bare
facts of his GPU career.

EISLER'S RECORD AS GPU AGENT

Eisler became a GPU-man in 1926, when he
entered the information service of the' Soviet
Embassy in Berlin. Uninterruptedly from 1928 on,
he served the Comintern: branch of the Moscaw
Politburo in various assignments. Note particu-
larly his performance in 1929:30 in China, where

he was sent to liquidate in blood the Trotskyist
opposition in the Chinese party. Having thus re-
gained the good graces of Stalin, he maintained
his position in the GPU by an uncountable num-
ber of crimes, of which his role in the murder of
Bukharin and his comrades of his German caucus
is the most dastardly. I must explain, it seenis, to
the simon-pure Trotskyists of the United States
that a man like Eisler did not survive the Moscow
frame-ups by luck.

In 1933, during the negotiations concerning the
American recognition of the Soviet Union, Litvi-
nov stated that no Comintern agents would be sent
to this country; and in part Eisler got his assign-
ment to the United States because he is not a

Russian, because his cover as an anti-fascist .

Austrian refugee has a certain plausibility. The
assassination of Leon Trotsky, ecarried out in
Mexico, was prepared in New York, and 'the men
who worked on this a551gnment had been under
Eisler’s surveillance.

During the Stalin-Hitler pact, Eisler was in-
terned in a.camp at Vernet, France, as a Russian
agent. In 1941 he climbed over a pile of corpses of
his_former comrades into the United States, given
a helping. hand by the fellow-travelers'in Federal
ngencies. The Communist cell organized in the
camp, linked to committees in this country, blocked
American visas to all inmates, even party members,
who were suspected of insufficient loyalty to Stalin,
Among those lumded over to, or later seized by, the
Gninpo and killed in Auschwitz were former inti-
mqh frlemh and comrades of Eisler.

As your: Central Committee knows, I reached
tlie United States only after a terrible fight with
the Stalinist. apparatus, which, free from your
dogmatic prejudices, regarded and regards me as
a dangerous opponent to its manipulations in the
Un;ted States.

This control of the visa machine by the fellow-
travelers did not reflect on me alone; Franz and
Anya Pfemfert (she was the translator of Trotsky's
hoelu into German), for example, got to the United
States only with great difficulty and were not able
o remain, but had te go to Mexico. There were
others: for .example, Victor Serge, Babette Grosz
(wilti Muanzenbergs widow). On the other hand,
not only Eisler but hundreds of GPU agents, literally,
entered the United States safely and were allowed
to remain. To name a few: Jakob Walcher, Albert
H. Schreiner, Alfred Kantorowicz.

When I first learned that Eisler was in this
country, I found it hard to believe, for I felt sure
that the State Department must have a complete
file on him. Eisler’s activities here during the war,
however, were not inhibited by any legal stricture.
Trotsky’s book on Stalin could not be printed, and
Joseph E. Davies’ book was written on order. Dur-
ing these years I undertook, virtually single-
handed, the fight against the GPU by publishing
a monthly bulletin concermng it, The Russian
State Party, and preparing a study on Stalin’s
disastrous policy toward German labor and his
contribution to the rise of the Nazis, a book to be
published this spring. In the course of this work,
I exposed Eisler’s status incessantly, but because
of the Soviet-American war alliance got no hear-
ing. This task became even more urgent with the
end of the war, when Eisler, confident of his posi-
tion in this country, was busy promoting a pro-

HER COMMENTS ON EISLER CASE

gram of terrorist extermination of the German
people.
WE MUST FIGHT STALINIST TERRORISM

As your Central Committee knows, thousands
of anti-Nazi, anti-Stalinist Germans have been

either murdered or kidnapped by the GPU. De-

ported German workers and prisoners of war
serve today to build up the resources in the far
reaches of the “workers’ state.” The Socialist
Unity Party is preparing the same terrorist die-
tatorship for Germany that the Russian people
have been suffering under for two decades, and if
this plan is completed in Germany and in Europe,
American workers, will be isolated in a hostile
totalitarian world. At the moment the main task
in the interest of the world working class is to
fight this GPU-ization of Germany and Europe
with all the means at our disposal. As Trotsky put
it in 1932, Germany is again the key to the inter-
national situation. The exposure of Eisler in this
country, branding him as Stalin’s paid agent be-
fore he returns to Germany, is a not unimportant
aspect of this battle, in which all who fight Stalin-
ism should join.

As your Central Commitiee knows, Lenn Trot-
sky wanted to accept the invitation (later with-
drawn) of the Dies Committee to appear before it.
If Trotsky had been able to dp as he wished in this
respect, would he also have been an “informer," as
I am termed in your editorial? Trotsky, unlike cer-
tain Tro#shyists, recognized that in ﬁghiing the GPU
apparatus one uses whatever forum is available to
shine the light on it. After the unsuccessful qttempt
on his life, he did all that he could to have Siqueiros
and the others brought before the courts of boyr-
gcois Mexico. Before that, he had insisted that the
French Trotskyists demand an invesﬂguiioa of
Sedov's murder by the French courts. | hear, in fact,
that your Central Committee joined in a demand,
based on the revelations in Budenz's book, for a
grand jury hearing.

When Eisler returns to Germany, he will carry
your editorial in his pocket, to give his GPU
cronies a good laugh too. Let your Central Com-
mittee rather discuss two prinecipled issues than
defend Gerhart Eisler: Is Stalin’s Comintern and
its GPU avant-garde a workers’ organization, to
which we owe solidarity? Shall we use the tribunes
of the United States to publicize the agents and
acts of the GPU, remembering always that this
is almost the last country with enough political
freedom left to make such an above-ground fight
possible?

I have lived through lwo decades of fighting
Stalin, and over and over through these two dec-
ades | have watched such immature stupidities as
your editorial assist the victory of the GPU. One
oppositionist group after another, insida Russia and
ouf, were crushed by the manipulations of the GPU,
which needs only the kind of smear you have issued
against me as a backdrop to.its repeated encores.
Your Central Committee would indicate that it has
begun to unlearn its dungﬁrnm illusion if it prints
in the same Militant that smeared me, a correction.
I _have not given up hope that with experience it
will overcome ifs present I?ophomorlc behavior, .

From Moscowa point of view, any attack on
Russia or its :nst]tutlms or its agents can be

.made only to be a “tool” of American imperialism,
Rurn FISCHER.
March 10, 1947,

WHAT IS “WO

By STANLEY GREY

What is the meaning of “workers’ control of
production”? Conceptions of its meaning vary
from the notion that the individual worker at his
machine will have the power to decide the quan-
tity and type of his production to the accusation
that it means the tyrannical rule of the unions over
all of society. It means neither the first, which
could lead only to chaos in production, nor does
it mean the second, which would destroy the free-
dom of planning and discussion, which is the es-
sence of socialism. What then does it mean?

Under capitalism, there sometimes already ex-
ists a small measure of workers’ control of pro-
duction. As a result of the growth of powerful
trade unions, the workers are no longer merely
inert objects completely at the mercy of the bosses.
In matters of wages, hours and conditions of work
in the plant, although they have far from com-
plete control, the workers, through their unions,
do have a significant voice in their determina-
tion. The contract in a plant binds both the work-
ers and the bosses to certain conditions.

Thus the capitalist management cannot move
men around in a plant according to its whim. It
cannot violate the clauses on job classifications in
the contract. It cannot pay the men what it would
like to, but must pay. them what it is forced to by
the contract. The contract, which limits the capi-
talists’ prerogatives in certain spheres, is the legal
expression of this partial workers' control. The
strength of the unions to negotiate and protect the
contract is expression of this partial workers' con-
trol.

Up to now, the spheres which were, “legitimate”
for unions to intervene in were the questions of
wages, 'hours and working conditions. This was
not, of course, the product of capitalist generosity
but of workers' struggle. The ‘workers fought for
these particular rights because they had the most
immediate impact on their standard of living. As
capitalism is increasingly incapable of solving the
problem of inflation, unemployment and war, it
becomes increasingly clear that other aspects of
production also have as immediate an effect on
their standard of living. .

WORKERS SEEK INCREASING CONTROL

Today, for example, every worker knows that
it is no longer enough to fight for wage increases;
prices too must be controlled to give wages real
meaning, Also, the experience of past depressions
and the certainty of future ones has made the
working class concern itself with how much pro-
duction is organized, how much is produced and
ways and means of guaranteeing full employment:

However, while the problem is to expand the
limited and partial control which already exists
over wages and conditions of werk into a FULL
control over prices and the planning of produc-
tion, this cannot be accomplished by the negotia-
tion of clauses into contracts. Although certain
limited conirel is possible. under capitalism, full
workers’ control over all aspects of production can-
not be realized within the framework of. capitalist

ré -

Printed here is another article which discusses
the crucial problem of workers control, national-
ization of industry and socialism. These articles by
Stanley Grey have had as their purpose an attempt
to discuss such theoretical problems of the socialist
movement in terms of concrete daily experiences of
workers, In previous articles, he has shown why
there is mo socialism in England and Russia, why
there can be no workers' state or socialism without
workers' control even if in certain instances indus-
tries are nationalized.

In this article the interesting problem of exactiy
how workers' control would function®under a work-
ers' state is discussed by Comrade Grey. The author

-does not claim that his is the last word on the mat-

ter. For though we may agree on the indispensabil-
ity of workers' control of production in a workers'
state, there still remains the question of how that
control is to be exerted. LABOR ACTION invites
readers to discuss this matter in its columns.—Ed.

AN - AR 2

rule. The transition from this very limited workers’
control to full workers’ control is not a simple
quantitative change in which new spheres are
added to old ones, but is a basie, qualitative social
change.

Consider: The capitalists plan production for
the sake of their profifs. The workers would plan
production for the benefit of the people. The his-
tory of depressions and war demonstrates that
thes¢ two aims of production are irreconcilable.
The capitalists. will therefore not yield their right
to plan production as a result of simple negotia-
tion. It must be taken away from them. But the
capitalist’s control over his production is based on
his ownefrship of the means of production and his
control over the state which uses the law and po-.
lice powers to protect this ownership. The transi-
tion to workers’ control of production is therefore
not a trade union guestion, pure and simple, but
the social question of who is to rule the state. For
the institution of workers' eontrol it is necessary
to institute a workers’ state. Workers' control is

therefore primarily the political and social ques-

tion of establishing a workers' government.

WORKERS’ CONTROL AND THE STATE

- The establishment of a workers’ state is neces-
sary not only to wrest control away from the
capitalists but as a practical instrument for carry-
ing out workers' control. It is only through a state
which they own and control that the workers can
actually plan production for the benefit of society.

But state planning in and of itself is not
workers’ control. Only where the state which does

- the planning is a workers_ state can one speak .of

workers’ control. And for the state to be a. work—
ers’ state it must allow the fullest freedom of dis-
cussion, criticism and participation of the people
in its decisions.

The people. as a whole, through their demo-
cratically-elected bodies, would: create. the  plan
and. carry it ouf, The workers will exerclsa their

T Py

KERS CONTROL OF INDUSTRY?”

control of production by. their democratic control
over those organs of the state which plan produc-
tion,

ROLE OF UNIONS IN WORKERS’' STATE

What then of the unions in this set-up after
capitalist exploitation and anarchy have been
eliminated? What functions will they play? The
union will still defend the interests of the work-
ers, nol against the boss, but against the mistakes
and abuses of the state and its plans. Let us say,
for example, that plant X is assigned to produce
a certain number of motors to fill its quota of the
plan. The workers will be paid a definite wage,
which will be part of the plan. The assigned guota
will be based on the recommendation of an elected
committee of qualified technicians in that plant
as lo plant capacity and possibilities of produc-
tion. )

It is possible that this commifiee will overesii-
mate capacity, that it will ignore some interests
of the workers in the process. Or perhaps the cen-
tral body will increase the estimate of the local
body without giving any reasons for it. In such a
case, the workers will have their unions in which
to criticize the plan, suggest changes and, if neces-
sary, resist its enforcement if not satisfled with the
explanations. The unions, under workers' control,
will be the elected body of the working class to
defend it against mistakes and ,abuses of state
agencies.

There is eomethmg similar WITHIN the unions
under capitalism. The workers elect various com-
mittees to carry on specific. functions: a. negotiat-
ing committee, an educational committee, stew-
ard bodies, etc. An executive board is the body
elected to direct all these committees in the period
between membership meetings, but the member-
ship meetings serve as the final corrective and
forum for criticism of the functioning of all the
committees. Thus within tThe union there is a di-
visien of Jabor between various elected bodies of
the workers. i

When the workers control all of society, this
division of labor will extend to all of society. Thus,
they will ‘elect their planning commissions just as
they elect their union leaders. And their unions
will be one agency through which they will demo-
criatically control the functioning of the pIanmng
COI’DI’]’]ISS.‘IODS

To sum up: kaers control is not snnp]y a
matter of getting more influence in the shops un-

der capitalism. For full workers' control, less than .

which nothing can eradicate the insecurity of capi-
talism, it is necessary to overthrow the capitalist
state and establish a workers' state. Such a state
must allow the widest democratic rights in order
to allow workers' control to function at all and not
degenerate into bureaucratic control. And if we
can expeet initial mistq};es and abuses of plans
which will be democratiCally resisted by the un-
ions, even these will disappear With the speedy
evolution of the workers' state with its difficulties
of transition to.the society. of "\ocmllsm and genume
demomacy ; 2

An Exchange on the Socialist
Attitude to the Bilbo Problem

A Reply for
The Editors

By J. R. JOHNSON

Comrade Goldman’s criticism of
the editorial on Bilbo in the LABOR
ACTION of January 13 loses sight
of the function of the revolutionary
party which is to organize and to ed-

cate the working class on the issues
of the day. He claims that the edi-
torial did not point out clearly
enough the undemocratic character
of Bilbo's election. The editorial
states clearly enough: “Suppose Bil-
bo didn’t have cancer, what would
they have done? And if they’re in-
terested in barring Senators who
prevent Negroes from voting, we can
provide them with a long list of
Southern Senators who, if not as
personally nauseating as Bilbo, are
equally determined to keep the Ne-
gro in chains.”

But the editorial goes further. Far
from neglecting the point, it stafes:
"A democratic procedure would have
been first to seat him and then to
bring him up on_trial for expulsion
on the ground that he violated demo-
cratic rights of Negroes.”

Therefore we cannot agree with
Comrade Goldman that the editorial
is weak on this particular point. We
do not mean to say that it might not
have been stated more vig‘q,rously but
inasmuch as the whole editorial was
based upon the refusal of the Repub-
licans to face an exposure of Jim
Crow in the South and Bilbo’s par-
ticipation in it, we fail to see that an
excessive emphasis on this particular
point would have altered the basic
political analysw which the editorial
tried, and in our opmmn, succeeded
in bringing forward.

The editorial, for us, is not at all
to be considered as an isolated state-
ment, despite its title of “Balance
Sheet.” There are few political ques-
tions of the day before the public on
which LABOR ACTION has been so
consistent, so vigorous and so com-
prehensive as in its mobilization of

working class opinion. and .action

against Bilbo and everything that he
stands for. Nor was our propaganda
and agitation of a general kind. We
aimed in all parts of the paper at the
driving of Bilbo out of Congress by
the organized ‘action of the working
class and the masses of the Negro
people.

GOLDMAN'S MAIN POINT

The main point of Comrade Gold-
man’s criticism is of the indication
of our opposition to the particular
means whereby Bilbo was kept out
of Congress. Comrade Goldman
urges that Senate rules require only
a majority to keep Bilbo out of the
Senate whereas to expel him after he
has been seated required a two--
thirds vote. Inasmuch as a two-
thirds majority could not be mus:
tered, to ensure his expulsion, there-

. fore we should have joined those who
" supported the Senate in keeping Bil-

bo from taking his seat.

First of all, if Bilbo had taken his
seat and then been tried, the result-
ing exposure of Bilbo and the whole
Senate would have been of first class
political importance. In our opinien it
is a valid contention that this would
have transcended the mere keeping of
Bilbo from taking:his seat. Others be-
sides Bilbo might have lost their seats
or have been indelibly smeared. This
is precisely what the Republicans
wanted to avoid. The exposure that
they tried to avoid is the particular
exposure that we as revolutionaries
should have tried to achieve. From.
start to finish our main concern is not
the punishment of this or that particu-
lar political scoundrel of bourgeois so-~
ciety but the revolutionary education
of the masses by the exposure of the
entire system. And when this exposure
can take place by means of mutual
recriminations of contending parties

Dear Comrades:
Your editorial,

a seat before expelling him.

would have ably defended him.

barred. for totally different reasons.

,

A Letter from Albert Goldman

“The Balance Sheet on Bilbo,” in the January 13
issue of LABOR ACTION correctly presents most of the important
points involved in the hypocritical fight of the Republicans in the Sen-
ate against seating Bilbo. In my opinion, however, it is weak on one
point and altogether wrong on another,

The failure fo point out more clearly that the Republicans ducked
the gquestion of the undemocratic character of Bilbo's election is the
weak point. The Senate committee brought out an unfavorable report
only on Bilbo's dealings with the. war contractors. It took no position
on the fact that Bilbo’s election was the result of barring Negroes from
the polls. More important is the wrong position of the editorial in advo-
cating that Bilbo. should have first been seated and then expelled. The
Senate rules. are such that to keep Bilbo out requires only a majority
vote of the Senate, whereas to expel him, after his being seated, would
require a two-thirds vote. Under the eircumstances, therefore, to advo-
cate that Bilbo first 'be seated is in effect to help Bilbo keep his seat.
For no two-thirdd majority could be mustered to expel him.

BILBO’S ELECTION A VIOLATION OF DEMOCRACY

It is not our business to do anything ‘or to advocate anything which
would practically assure Bilbo a seat in the Senate.

It is not our business to insist on such refined: democratic procedure
as to help a man like Bilbo get into office. And even if we should pay
attention to the Refinements of democratic procedure; the fact that Bil- _
bo’s election was a gross violation of elementary democratic procedure
far outweighs the questionable violation of democracy in refu:,mg Bilbo

The two arguments which you present in favor of your position do
not appear to me to be very weighty. You want Bilbo-to be given the
right to be present in the Senate to have the opportunity to present his -
defense. He had all the opportunity in the world to present his defense
to the press before getting into the Senate. His friends in the Senate

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS OVERWEIGH ARGUMENTS

Second, you aré afraid that refusing Bilbo the right to have his seat
would set a precedent for barring- radicals or socialists in the future.
The editorial should of course warn the workers of that possible dan-
ger, but it can easily be pointed out that a socialist or radical will be

Even if your two arguments hdve some vahdlty, they are outweighed
by far by the fact that we should do everything in our power to keep
Bilbo from getting a seat in. the Senate.

February 24, 1947.

Comradely,
Albert Goldman,

on so conspicuous' an arena as the
legislative councils of the country,
then this opportunity is. not to be
lightly dismissed as. Comrade Gold-
man_dismisses it under the heading
that we- should do nothing. which
would "practically assure” Bilbo a
seat in the Senate.

:Furthermore, - we cannot accept'
Comrade Goldman’s confidence that
under such conditions Bilbo was cer-
tain to keep his seat. This seems to
us to be placing much too great a re-
liance upon the mere counting of
votes. It seems to;us to pay too little
to what was undoubtedly the fact,
that the Senate had come to the con-
clusion that in its own defense and
its own reputation it was impossible
to continue to keep Bilbo in face of
the rising wrath of a large propor-
tion of the population.

ISSYE OF THE PRECEDENT

The second point is in regard to
the precedent set for barring radi-
cals or Socialists in the future by the
same methods which -were used in
the case of Bilbo. Comrade Goldman
says correctly that Socialists or radi-
cals would be barred for totally dif-
ferent reasons. Obviously. But that
would not alter the fact that they
would be barred. And a socialist
would be barred precisely to. prevent.
him being able to state in the Senate
the reasons that the bourgeojsie had
trumped up to prevent him taking
his seat. Goldman seems to think that
a statement to the press is sufficient
presentation of a defense. We would
not place much reliance on a presen-
tation of the defense of a radical or
a socialist in the bourgeois press.

The editorial was warning the work-
ers of a counter-revolutionary #rick
of the bourgeoisie well. known to aur
movement. Whenever public. opinion:
or ifs. own ' maneuvers compel the!
buurgeois to take steps. ugnin! obvi-
ously reactionary encraunllmues nn?
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NOW AVAH.ABLE'

.. France:

LATEST FRENCH SOCIAL, ECONOMIC
'AND POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS‘

 In strictly limited quantities (first come, first served!),
. ACTION BOOK SERVICE offers’ the following publlcalmns from

THEORIE DE L'ORIENTATION PROFESSIONNELLE, by .
Pierre Naville—A stud:.r of the French -educational -system. $1.50

the LABOR

PAUL THIRY DHOLBACH by Pxerre Nawlle—A b:ogra:phy j %
300 f -

of the Swiss phllosopher

LA CRISE FRANCAISE——Essays on post-war France ........ 130
PSYCHOLOGIE, MARXISME, MATERIALISME, by Pierre
Naville—Critical Essays 2.00
LES PROBLEMES THEORIQUES ET PRATIQUES DE LA
PLANIFICATION, by Charle Bettelheim ... . . 3.00
LECONOMIE ALLEMANDE SOUS LE NAZISME, by Charles
Bettelheim—An aspect of capitalist decadence ... ... 3.00

LA PLANIFICATION SOVIETIQUE, by Charles Bettelheim.. 3.00

PAGES CHOISIES DE BABEUF

Mail orders with, checks fo: LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N.'¥:
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bourgeols democracy, it always does
so in a manner that gives it a weapon
to strike against its real enemy, the
militant working class. The revolu-
tionary movement, theréfore, from
long experience.has learned that while
mobilizing. the proletariat to use par-
liamentary procedures, as far as con-

-venlent, “against the enemy, never to -

joint in the hue and cry to:such an ex-
tent as to lose sight of :the weapons
which, while being forged against a
particular individual or organization,
may ultimately be used against the
proletariat. It is precisely this that
the. editorial tried to do and in our
opinion rightly.

" We did our share in the orgamza~
tion of the general campaign against
Bilbo. But is our special function,
ours and ours alone, to warn the
working class against the bourgeois
method of misusing. the steps which
public opinion has forced upon it.
Against all this Comrade Goldman,
while admitting some possible valid-
ity; insists that we should have done
everything in our power to keep Bil-
bo from getting a seat in the Senate.

REVOLUTIONARY POLICY

‘We think'we can sum up the whole
by stating that while we should do

everything in our power “to keep Bil- .

bo from getting a seat in the Senate,
in. this as in every other political
struggle, we are responsible not only
for the immediate but the ultimate
aims of the working class and its
allies, in this case, the masses of the
Negroes.

Our whole record shows that we

‘were in the vanguard of the struggle

to.get Bilbo out of the Senate. But we
could. not subordinate “our concep-
tions, and in our- opinion, our valid
conceptions, of revolutionary policy,
to an immediate aim, however urgent
dnd however possible. To do that in
our-opinion would have been an abdi- -
cation of our function, which as we
have said above, we alone can per-
form. :

We are confident that although
they might not agree with us, the Ne-
groes and the radicals who follow
our position and activities on the
Negro. question and particularly on
Bilboism would not for one moment
look upon this as anything else but
what we intended it to be, a warning
not to lose sight of the general inter-
ests. of the struggle in the heat of a
particular goal. &
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LABOR ACTION

With the;

AKRON
.Write to Box 221 for information.

BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21, West Preston St
" Méétings of Socialist Youth League
held every I'riday at 8 p.m.

Public forums are held second Fri-
day of each "month.

For details of Workers
branch, contact above address.

BUFFALO
: HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 15601 W. Madison,

2nd floor, Chicago 7.
Telephone—CHEsapeake 57988

.Office hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings.

CLASSES—Every I'riday night at
#:830, 'conducted by Albert Goldman;
a critical review of articles in the
weekly and monthly press dealing
with the theory of socialism and cur-
rent polities. -

MAYORALTY CAMTPAIGN ROUND-
UP—Saturday, March 29, 9 p.m. Hear
Albert Goldman, ‘Workers Party
write-in candidate for mayor of Chi-
cago, summarize “The Issues in the
Mayoralty Elections,” See the movie,
“Carnival in Flanders.” Dancing and
refreshments.

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE—Sat-
urday, March 22, § o'clock—"Ye Olde

Party

Barn Dance"—=Squares, reels, floor
show. All invited, young and old.
Free food; 60c¢ contribution.
CLEVELAND

. The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Sunday at
8:00 p.m. ;

The Cleveland branch of the SBocial-
ist Youth League meets every Friday
at 8:00 p.mu i .

A class in basic Marxism meets
every Monday at 8:00 p.m.

Definite héadquartérs are not yet
established for these meetings,

DETROIT

Headquarters: 6341 Gratiot, Rooms
3 and 10. Telephone: PLaza 5559,

Write or phone for information
about the discussion group on “Sta-
linism."
LOS ANGELES

New headguarters address: LABOR
ACTION, 3314 BSo. Grand, Los An-
zeles T.

Tel.: PRospect 6032, (If no answer,
phone AX 2-9067.)

Office hours: 2 to 5 p.m. daily except
Sunday. . ¥

LOUISVILLE

For other Informatlon regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert

., Durant, Box 118}, Loulsyille, Ky. .

NEWARK - :
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.
., OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m. i
Forums every Friday at 8:30 p.m.
at Labor Action Hall, 248 Market 5t.:

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every ‘day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except Saturday
until 6 p.m.

. ACTION? 466 Tenth -8l

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th 8t.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14¢h St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meéts every
Thursday, - 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St
third floor. g

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meeéts every SBaturday at 2:30 p.m, at
the Workers Hérty City Center, 114
West -_th St., third floor.

EROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Méets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meetz every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workera Party Headquarters, ‘276
Fulton St., second floor,

READING

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O. Box.1671. .

Regular class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism” ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd Aoor).

WP branch meets Wednesday at
8 p.m.

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at $:00 p.m.
centa, )

LABOR * ACTION TFORUMS each
Sunday at 8:15 p.m., LABOR ACTION
HALL, 1139 West Girard Ave., N, L.
corner of 12th and Girard.

Suturday, March 29, 8 p.m.—Dance
and social.

Friday evening lectures in "Social
Forces in American History,” begin-
ning Friday, March 28, at 8§ p.m. Sub-
seription, 25 eents per lecture, §1.00
per series of six.

ST. LOUIS

Write Douglas Bridge, (517 Corbitt
Avenue, University City 14.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

For information on
of the Workers Party
Francisco Bay' areca

in the San
write: LABOR

Oakland 7, Calif.

SEATTLE

Write to . O. Box 29, University
Post Office, for information. )

For information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in e'ties not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,

the activities*
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Aims Behind Greek Loan - -

(Continued from page 1)
highways and railroads. What is
really involved—io the exclusion of
everything else—is the strategic po-
sition of Anglo-American imperial-
ism in relation to the advances of
Russian impéerialism. Washington
finds it necessary to uphold the Greek
monarchy becausé only in that man-
ner can Greece be garanteed to stay
within the Anglo-American “sphere
of influence.” o

If the monarchy and the officials
of the present government are the
tools of Anglo-American imperialism,
however, the guerrilla opposition to
the' government—the Stalinist ELAS
~—is as completely the tool of Rus-
sian imperialism. in this lies the tra-
gedy of the present plight of Greece
—there is no group -(outside of the
small Trotskyist group) whose pro-
gram corresponds to the needs of the
people, as opposed to the interests of
the rival imperialists.

VAST CORRUPTION

The Greek government, first of all,
in addition to its role as the repre-
sentative of Anglo-American impe-
rialism, is incapable of satisfying any
of the most immediate and pressing
‘needs of the people, War profiteers,
generals who look for a military dic-
tatorship, and former collaborators
of the '‘Germans all find shelter in
the ministerial corridors of Athens.
There are 180,000 government -em-
ployees in_this country of seven mil-
lion, a parasitic bureaucracy which;
by Greek law, is guaranteed life-
time jobs. The .corruption and in-
efficiency of this bureaucracy was
probably equalled only by that of
Czarist Russia. ’

When the Minister of Finance in
1945 proposed to increase taxes on
industrialists 'in proportion to the
rise of profits, the monarchist ruling
group ousted him as a “dangerous
radical”; when the textile interests
violated the agreement under which
80 per cent of the material they spun
out of UNRRA raw material was to
be made into cheap utility cloth, no
action against them was taken by
the government. The pitiful 15 per
cent tax the government intends to
place on the operation of the 100
Liberty ships which the United States
turned over to Greek capitalists will
not apply to any profits over $100,000
and according to estimates of the U.
S. Maritime Commission, these ships
will net at least $200,000 each per
‘year for the operators.

The. police terror of the Athens

' government against all opposition-

ists, moreover, though it may not ‘be
as exclusive as the brutal terror in
the Stalinist-dominated neighboring
countries of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and
Albania, has occasioned universal in-
dignation of even the liberals. With-
in 24 hours after the original state-
ment from Washington announcing
the American intention of pouring
U. 8. dollars into the monarchy’s
tressury, Athens anmounced that it

had arrested, sentenced and .deported
fo island prisons nearly 600 opposi-
tionists,

What type of opposition is it, we
must now ask, which fights this cor-
rupt Athens government?

NATURE, OF OPPOSITION

Substantially, we have already an-
swered that question when we talked
of the ELAS as being dominated by
the Stalinists, However, it cannot be
overlooked that the ELAS undoubt-
edly attracts many non - Stalinist
workers who see in the monarchy
the greatest threat to their trade un-
ions, their political organizations and
their economic interests. ;

These people recognize the fact
that ELAS is controlled by the Sta-
linists. The real nature of Stalinism,
"however, escapes them; the dema-
gogy of the Stalinist press and the
“anti - réd” propaganda eof Anglo-
American imperialism have given
rise to the tragi¢ error of associating
the Stalinist Communist Party -and
the ELAS with the tradition of the
October Revolution. The clarification
. {

Big 4 Par

(Continued from page 1)

the delegates, according fo prelimi-
nary reports. Over the next 20 years,
Germany is to pay off in reparations
the sum of $10,000,000,000! This is ex-
clusive of what has already been re-
moved, stolen, pillaged and taken out
of the country, primarily by the Rus-
sians. An economic¢ and administra-
tive unification, under a central Ger-
man government, is to carry out this
unprecedented reparations schenie,
according to whose terms Russia will
be the primary beneficiary.

This scheme, which we can here
outline only in its broadest form, is
at complete loggerheads with Amer-
ican and British ‘proposals. Insofar
as it opposes French designs and
plans for the Ruhr and the Saar, it
is also - anti-French. The British,
Americans and French—despite di-
vergencies among themselves — are
“all opposed to a sirong central Ger-
man government because of their
prime fear that ihe Stalinist Party
in Germany will thus become an all-
German movement and be in a more
effective position for pursuing the
bidding of its Russian boss.

They likewise appose the Russians
getting any fiige¥ into the Rihr and

Western Germai® prodiction field—

something that wbuld inevitably hap-
pen if such a ‘reparatiens burden
were placéd upon Germany. The Al-
lies will fight and resist this Russian
plan—a plan we must consider as the
maximum propesal of Stalin—to the
end. )

Now begins the endless discussions,
bargainings and disputations, There
is little likelihood at any agreement
being reached at this particular Con-

of this error is one of the main tasks
of revolutionary socialists.

Testimony to the special UN' com-
mittee investigating the Greek-Yugo-
glav border incidents has indicated,
in addition to all the other proof we.
have had for a long time, that the
Greek Stalinist partisans are financed
and dominated by the international
agents of the Kremlin, working
mainly from Albania, Yugoslavia and
Bulgaria. Should the ELAS leaders
ever succeed the mondrchy to state
power, it would mean no more¢ than
the transfer of Greece from Anglo-
American to Russian ‘domination.

Under Russian domination, Greece
would become another annex’ to the
vast workers' prison which already
extends to over one-sixth of the
world. Similarly, under Anglo-Amer-
ican domination Greece is merely the
tool of Anglo-American imperialism.
The Greek people can gain nothing
by choosing either of these. We must
stand with them in opposing the im-
position 'of any foreign rule and in
fighting the terrorist régime of the
Greek monarchy. ?
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ference. The 66,000,000 Germans who
have survived the war and who are
totally unrepresented at this Con-
ference, where their fate for decades
is being discussed, will require little
insight to grasp what is happening at
Moscow. The meaning of both sets of
proposals is patent.

OTHER ISSUES

Other issues, of a less basic nature,
rose at the Conference and will con-
tinue. The Austrian Treaty is being
blocked by violent disputes over the
question of what constitutes legiti-
mate reparations; that is, legitimate
even from an imperialist standpoint.
The Russians are anxious to retain
what they've already seized.

On the question of denazification,
both sides did an excellent and con-
vineing job in proving that the other
.had failed to do any real purging. A
Nazi's safest bed in the Russian zone
is in the Socialist Unity Party; his
safest bed in the American-British-
French zone is in the military gov-
ernment or in having been rich. Bet-
ter still, a. capitalist! Finally, M. Bi-
dault came out with the brilliant idea
of mass emigration of the German
population. We say brilliant because,
unless we’ve been dreaming, the Rus-
sians and Allies just have about com-
pleted the job of transferring about
7,000,000 Germans into a SMALLER
territory than ever before. Now M.
Bidault wants to start them geing in
the opposite direction! Y

For those interested in watching
imperialist leaders exhibit . them-
selves, without benefit of disguise or
subterfuge, watch the Moscow Con-
ference.

Readers

Corrects Error
In His Article
Dear Editor:

An unfortunate error crept into
my Indo-China piece of March 10,
1947. 1 stated that the pre-war
strength of the Fourth International
was greater than was that of the
Stalinists in Indo-China. This is in-
correct. It Was only in the southern
province of Cochin China where we
obtained more votes than the CP. In
the other important provinces—
Tongking and Annam—the Stalinists
were stronger.
e ' ARTHUR STEIN.

Socialist Attitude
Toward Unions
Dear Comrade: 5

Your editorial in the issue of
March 3, reférring to the strike of
teachérs in Buffalo, notes with pleas-
ure that teachers are recognizing
that their place is “by the side of
the labor movement,” and, learning
the lessons previously learned by the

Newspaper Guild and other white .

collar groups, are turning to the
“methods of unionism and its most
powerful weapon—the strike.”

I should like, however, to point
out some- facts which are not so
gratifying., First, the Buffalo strike
and other teachers’ strikes, actual-
and threatened, have.been called by
non - union teachers’ organizations.
This is not because the teachers are
mnecessarily unsympathetic’ to a 1la-
bor organization, but because the
American Federation of Teachers,
affiliated with the AFL, has a no-
strike policy, so that those teachers
who realize the need for militant
methods are forced to exercise them
QUTSIDE the official labor move-
ment. - . .

Allow me to gquote from an AFT
leaflet entitled “Can Teachers’ Un-
jons Be Called Out on Strike?";

“Do AFT locals make use of the
strike weapon? .

" “The = American Federation . of
Téachers maintains ‘a no-strike pol-
iey.... ; R ?

“But has the very fact of organiza;

Labor

tion néver induced a local of the
AFT to use the sirike?

“No local has ever used the strike.
Far from being a strike producer, or-
ganization of tedchers with the
American Federation of Labor is a
strike preventative. Teachers' griev-
ances. are usually listened to with
respect when presented through a
union, and can be conveniently and
justly settled in frank conferences
between representatives of the school
authorities and officers of the teach-
ers’ unions. ; 1

“Have, then, unorganized teachers
used the strike in recent years?

“Yes. Non-union teachers of Mem-
phis, Tenn,, employed the strike in
securing the promise of a 10 per cent
salary increase. Teachers in the vi-
cinity of Bellwood, Pa., won a salary
increase through the strike. So also
did the teachers of Grainwood, Il
Among other places may be quoted
Duquoin, 111, and Victoria, B. C.

“In’ 1942, non-union teachers of
Yellow Springs, Ohio, went on strike
because the Board of Education of
the school district refuséd to sup-
port the teachers in their decision
regarding a discipline case in the
high school. :

“In February, 1943, non - union
teachers of Rankin, Pa., went on a
sit-down strike to compel the Board
of Education to grant a salary in-
crease.” ok '

From the above statements, it
would seem that the AFT has pre-
sented sound evidence on the efficacy
of strikes carried out by non-union
teachers, yet they continue to de-
fend the no-strike policy in a fol-
lowing question and answer;

“Why, then, does not the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers use the
strike weapon?

“The . .American Federation of
Teachers was granled a charter by
the American Federation of Labor
with the understgnding that union
teachers would not employ the striké
weapon to close the public schools.
The American Federation of Labor
throughout’ its entire History has jeal-
ously guarded public education as
the fundamental basis of American
democracy. For this reason as the
AFL discouraged the use of the

- -strikeby-teachens in order to avoid.

any possible injury to the educatipn-

Aletion T

al facilities of children. . . . Thus
teachers’ unions have tremendous
support and influence without the
strike weapon. Non-union teachers’
associations, on the other hand, have
comparatively little power in. solv-
ing the problems of class-room
teachers.” .

It would seem that the last sen-
tence contradicts the previously

given facts describing how non-un-

ion teachers DID solve some of the
teachers' problems by striking. In
Chicago, on the other hand, which
has the largest teachers’ union in
the country, exists one of the low-
est salary schedules for cities of com-

parable size. As for possible injury’

to the educational facilities of chil-
dren, if teachers should strike, noth-
ing is said about the injury caused
by relying upon the slow generosity
of tight-fisted boards of education.

However, I wish to do more than
criticize . the union. I wish to’ point
out to LABOR ACTION that it some-
times over-indulges in praising the
union movement. Actually, certain
unions often are a brake upon mili-
taricy, and the most militant actions
are forced into non-union auspices.
This does not conform, of course, to
the pattern of class struggle which
we expect unions to follow. I think
it would be more enlightening if we
stopped talking as if a union, just
because it is a union, is therefore a
spearhead of the class struggle, and
devote more attention to some of-
the rotlenness, the conservatism, the
pursuit of respectability, and the cor-
ruption which some unions exhibit,
with a view to finding ways to cor-
rect these deficiencies. In the field
of education, at least, the, union,
which should be the most advanced,
lags behind with its pitiful policy of
trying to remain respectable, and also.
ineffective. 3

Fraternally,
Virgil J. Vogel.
L ] i

The facts which correspondent
Vogel presents are interesting, though
they do not warrant. the criticism
which he makes of LABOR ACTION.
We do not understand what Vogel
means when he accuses us of over-
praising. the : u'r'liq'n' r'qovémént. We
praise ,the union movement as‘the
basic , means for American workers
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to improve their economic condi-

tions; at the same time we point out
the limitations of the union move-
ment, its inability to transcend capi-
talist limitations and the need for
independent political action by the
workers. We are critical of the lead-
ership and policies of many unions,
of their conservatism or burcaucrat-
ism or corruption where such exist,
But, and this is the crux of the mat-
ter, we always make our criticisms
from within the arena of the work-
ing class, from the standpoint of the
interests of the workers themselves.

Harper Discusses F
Labor's Problems
At Philly Forum

PHILADELPHIA, Mar¢h 2—Speak-
ing at the Labor Action Hall this
evening, Frank Harper character-
ized the present period as one in
which is almost but not always
quite possible to “make ends meet.”
The speaker elaborated by pointing
out that despite almost full produc-
tion and employment the American
workers are once again finding it
very difficult to house, feed, clothe

Now Available!
Labor Action
Book Service
is pleased to announce
receipt of:
DANIEL GUERIN'S
. just published history
~ "La Lutte des Classes Sous
la Premiére République"
A two-volume Marxist study of |
the class French Revolution, in |
the light of the theory of the Per-
manent Revolution, by the author |
of “Fascism and Big Business.”
Over 900 pages, in French.
A N .
Write to:

Labor Action Book Service
4, Court Sq., Long Isl. City 1, N. Y. |
for, sale price. Limited Edition! |
Ask for our list of available books. f

i .
and educhte their families. Once
again it is becoming clearly evident
that people are not paid enough to
enable them to buy back what they
make. For this reason the hired econ-
omists of Big Business are forecast-
ing an early end of our wild boom.

There is only one way for unions
to implement the slogan of wage in-
creases without price increases, said
the speaker. That is to build a politit
cal arm of the unions, a Labor Party,
strong enough to force control of
prices at the source of produection. '

At the meeting public announce-
ment was made of a series of. six
Friday évening lectures to be held in
the hall at 1139 W. Girard Ave. The
lecture series subject is the History
of Social Forces in the United States.

Fights Incentive Pay
Scheme in His Union
Dear Editor: s g

Please rush the following order of
the pamphlet ‘“Incentive Pay” by
Albert Gates. Enclosed find $1.00 for
33 copies of this pamphlet.

The labor fakers of our union are
trying to sell the workers on a piece-
work proposal disguised as 'in_cergiive
pay which is really a pay cut. .

A year and a half ago I came near
to being expelled from the union
({then dominated by Stalin’s hench-_:
men) for exposing the anti-working
class character of the union bureau-.
cracy. Three months later on the
way home from work I was assault-
ed by a renegade member of the lo-
cal Communist Party (Stalinist),

I have of course madé a study of
Marxist philosophy first hand, and

‘the defeat of the capitalist system.

cannot come too soon.

Please send me a couple of sam-
ple copies of the paper LABOR AC-
TION. o

Are there any active members of
the Workers Party in Duluth. If so,,
I would like to make confact with
them. =~ _ T :

Very truly yours, :
el KE '\'A!."G', _A.‘)_' Qs“]‘uth’

- -3 ot \
ON THE

Socialist organizations have tradi-
tionally looked upon an individual’s
religious views as essentially a mat-
ter of personal taste. Religious peo-
ple who join our organization are
never harangued about their faith;
as it does not necessarily mean a se-
rious conflict with the ideas and ac-
tivities of our movement. There have
been the semblence of the revolu-
tionary movement with religious
views who have been able to recon-
cile these views with their activity.
Atheism has never been a require-
ment for membership.

When organized religion, however,
uses its religious views and prestige
as a reactionary political weapon,
then we are open and severe in our
criticism of it; not as a religious
power but as a political force.

The Catholic hierarchy is a relig:
ious institution which illustrates the
worst aspects of such political inter-
ference. In its earliest days it domi-
nated political and economic life.
. This domination, over the state was
broken centuries ago, but the Catho-
lic hierarchy has never ceased in its
efforts to direct the ideological think-
ing of individuals and to influence,
as decisively as it can, the social pat-
terns. of the state.

AUSTIN-MAHONEY BILL

A bitter example of how this hier-
archy can maké itself felt as a reac-
tionary social force is the story of
the Austin-Mahoney anti-bias bill. ¢

New York State Senators Austin
and Mahoney introduced a bill in the
State Senate which purported to end
disecrimination in New York State
educational institutions where racial
discrimination in schools has _as-
sumed startling proportions. Were
this bill passed it would have dealt
a serious blow to many of the uni-
versities which bar Negroes and have
quota systems directed against Cath-
olics and Jews. B

"The bill had almost universal sup-
port and its passage seemed assured.
No less than 400 representatives of
75 organizations made their way to
lobby for the Austin-Mahoney bill
Passage of the bill seemed certain
until the Catholic Church decided to
take a hand in the situation.

A number of important church
leaders denounced it as an infringe-
ment on the freedom of the individ-
ual and for its “communist” ideas.
Then they came out with the medie-

Youth Corner. ..

'AUSTIN-MAHONEY BILL

val idea that educating young people
should not be in the provinee of so-
ciety as a ‘whole but is rather a par-
ental problem. ’ i

BILL APPEARS DOOMED

 How illegalizing educational poli-
cies which ban- students because of
their -color and vreligion is an in-
fringement on freedom was not made
clear. Actually, the only freedom the
church defended was the freedom of
school authorities to continue in their
discriminatory practices.

The drive to crush the bill gained
momentum. Catholic ecclesiastics
made publi¢ speeches denouncing the
bill ahd the Catholic Welfaré Confer-
ence intensified 'its lobbying against
it. The bill which appeared assured

. of victory is now almost doomed by

the pressure exerted by the Catholic
Church. Senator Mahohey, co-spon-
sor of the bill, under direct pressure
of his church walked out on his own
bill by proposing to put it off for a
year. ! =

If the bill is defeated “credit” can
be taken by the Catholic Church, act-

ing' as a political force, for crushing °

one ‘of the few intélligent and pro-
gressive bills with wide initial sup-
port, sponsored under the Dewey
administration. - '

ELECTION RALLY
IN LOS ANGELES!
HAROLD DRAPER

- WP:GCANDIDATE FOR -
COUNCILMAN

Spéak on
The Socialist Program
to Smash Jim Crow
SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 8 P. M.
"Elks' Temple; 40th and: Central

——t PRESS MANAGER'S e

In the second week of the national
2,000 new readers during March, we are able to feport considerable progress

over the previous week, but the drive

LABOR ACTION subscription drive for

has still o enter into its highpowered

phase. We are approaching a total of 300 subs now, but that leaves us still a
leng ways to go to reach the goal. We expect to show great improvement

next week, as branches of the Workers
into action.

Party are only just beginning fo swing

Here is the score at the end of the second wéek. We are listing the
accepted quotas of the various branches, together with the total number of
subs that have been sent to us, up until now: During the past week, we

received subscriptions from New York (a grand total of 89); Philadelphia

(14) ; San Francisco (24) ; and other small batches.

%ranch

Los Angeles ... ...
Philadelphia ...

Detroit
San Francisco ...
NEWOrK <o semmansnnamai
Streator, Il
Buffale ...
Akron ;
Cleveland ..

West Virginia ... . .

Boston “ ... .
Miscellaneous

Quofa Sentin ~

600 92
................... 200 40
150 24
120 24

100 24

.. 100 ) 13
................... 10 - 4
100 4

50 2

50 1

................... — 1
10 & T

15 9
................................................. 291

We have received, as yet, nothing from Chicago, Seattle, Reading, Balti-
more, Minnesota and St. Louis. Weé hope to be able to include these in .our

list of next week. There is still several

‘weeks in which to complete this cam-

paigr_l'and we urge all to get busy on filling their quotas. Ray O’Neill, crack
LABOR ACTION agent in Cleveland, writes us as to what le and his friends

are doing: : ®
~ “We are making four distributions
ing to each of the 150 residents living

in a hdusing pruje&:t. Two issues go-
there. Next week, the first 75 people

will be canvassed, and the following week, the remaining 75, We are making
a sales distribution at one point, and will attempt to get subg here, We have
made two free distributions at a union meeting and next week will try to
sell and get subs. In addition to this, we aré covéring a‘list of 80 to 85
names for renewal subscriptions. We'll be working up ‘to the final bell.”

LABO

[0 1 year subscription

to me, for $1.00.

B Neme LR

Address. ...oooennens

City st L ONE

INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO

4 Court Square, Long Igland_cify" 1, N. Y:*{

Please enter my subscription to LABOR AC¥'I61¢":5§rfoH6;ﬁs :
0 6 month subscription (26 issues) for 50¢. -

with pamphlet “Plenty For AlL” to beé mailed

saarns

(Please print)

R ACTION

(52 issues) . tloéet‘.her

T T T T rrsasansanan CEET T e

R S

5
X
<

i
=g

|
- ]
5|
g
|

b

o b st T A e e e SRR O U C L

i sieite A

5

]
el
o

AL

-'}..
E’
4l
i
i
|

i

SR S S S S g

A




. nessman’s magazine,

ABOR 'ACTION

March 24, 1947

NLRB Jumps Ahead of Congress in “*Amending’

Wagner Act Regulations on Employers’ Behalf

By SUSAN GREEN

Among the anti-labor bills in Con-
gressional hoppers since the 1846
election are several amendments to
the Wagner Act, amendments to
“liberalize” the law in favor of the
employers. On these amendments
Congress has yet to take action. How-
ever, the National Labor Relations
Board, which is supposed to be car-
rying out the tenets of the Wagner
Act, has already amended it in fa-
vor ot‘_the poor, abused employer.

“Employers are being given new
rights by the NLRB. Changes are
being made in the Board’syattitude
on issues that affect employers, and
policies of long standing are being
reversed. These changes are being
interpreted by some as moves ‘to
forestall amendments to the Wagner
Act.”

The above quote is from the busi-
United States
News. The last sentence has a remi-
niscent ring. Long before price con-
trol was abolished, the then OPA
granted business price increases
“where warranted”—also to forestall
Congressional ‘action against price
control. But the weakening of price
control only paved the way for its
complete end. Similarly with rent
control. OPA began allowing rent
boosts in landlord “hardship cases”
and santtioning certain evictions—
again to check Congressional acti{}{l.
But the astute real estate lobby saw
its advantage in OPA’s backsliding,
with the result that OPA is being
forced to fold up entirely and rent
control is definitely on the skids.

“RIGHTS” OF EMPLOYERS

So with the Wagner Act. The
yielding of the NLRB to the pres-
sure of the reactionaries who pre-
tend they got “a mandate from ‘the
people” to destroy labor's hard-won
rights, plays into the hands of the
reactionaries. Not only does the
NLRB's granting employers “new

rights” under a law unquestionably
L]

passed to assure labor certain mini-
mum rights, make a laughing stock

of that law. The confusion created '

by NLRB's new interpretations of
the law also gives the reactionaries
an excellent argument for “clarify-
ing” the act by amendments, or do-
ing away with it altogether.

On the point of “a mandate from
the people” to cripple labor, For-
tune magazine, after one of its typi-
cal surveys, drew the following con-
clusion:

“The Republican landslide in 1946
has been characterized by some as
a swing to the right, but an exami-
nation of the popular trend of thought
does not bear this out. There is no
wish to do away with many of the
social reforms instituted by the
Democrats; more specifically there is
no demand even to abolish the basic
tenet of the Wagner Act.”

Of course, the working class pop-
ulation doesn’'t need a Fortune sur-
vey to tell it that it does not want
“the social reforms instituted by the
Democtats” during the last depres-
sion abolished out.of fear of what
the aroused working people might do
if not “appeased” with social re-
forms. What is important to note in
all this blather about “a mandate
from the people™ to cut labor’s throat
is not that the known reactionaries
of both parties have sought to wrap
their anti-labor bias in it; but that
the Democratic administration under
President Truman feels it can, at a
time when labor’s militancy is not so
much in evidence, emasculate social
reforms forced from the Democrats
by labor’s militant discontent of for-
mer years.

It is exactly this kind of emascu-
lation that the NLRB is performing
on the Wagner Act by some of its
decisions in the last few months. Ac-
tually the NLRB has strengthened
the hands of the employers in firing
strikers and breaking strikes, inter-
fering with union organization;, in
vitiating collective bargaining,

“*“Need and Poorness
Are in All Corners’’

" We are publishing below a létter received from one of the many German
working class families, a Ruhr miner in this case, now being assisted by the
American Committee for European Workers Relief. This letter is of interest
as revealing the kind of workers and socialist families whom the ACEWR

is most anxious to help.

Dear Friend: (Letter writtén in English)

Germany, British Zone
January 29, 1947,

Today I received your letter of January 13, 1947. Therefore I thank you.

_I am obliged to thanks for your kindness to help me. In Germany, need and

poorness are in all corners. This has done the unlucky war. The beginners
of this ‘war were criminal subjects of the Nazis. Today the German people
has to suffer. But, the hope of a better future we want to have.

Therefore, our greatest problem is to prevent war. Never again the hu-

manity shall get "into another war,

which brings still more misery. Dear

friend, we will fight for freedom and peace. There we do the greatest service

to our nation.

You want to know something about my family. My wife died 1945. Two
boys returned back from captivity last year. Also two sisters of my wife
who are emigrants from the eastern part of Germany, are living with me.
They have lost their home and property. Now, they are keeping my house
and are working in it. Receiving your package through CARE, I will write

again at once.

My first writing to you, I am finishing with the best wishes for you and
all friends and remains yours gratefully, %

J. G.

Aid European
Hungry Workers

European working class family?

Nazi and labor fighters?

197 Second Avenue
New York 3, N. Y.

ACEWR
197 Second Avenue
New York 3, N. Y.

———food packages

Will you undertake to halp- 'us send food and clothing regularly to a

Will you support the AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EURO-
PEAN WORKERS RELIEF in its campaign to bring help in the
form of food and clothing to families of European socialists, anti-

If you can give us this support, please send all contributions (in
the form of food, clothing and money donations) to us at the address
given below. We will take care of seeing to it that ‘these contributions
of yours reach those who need thenr most of all.

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR EUROPEAN WORKERS RELIEF .

Remember! $10 will enable us to send a 21-pound CARE Food
| Package to a European Working Class Family.

1 am ready to help a European family during the coming months.
I am sending the following contribution: $..........ccccooiiiiniiiiiinns

BB o ri i s o s s W oo i o P e S A S S e R R S A s SN

BROORE st e s TS s i vl

—————clothing packages

Zone................ Stabe............ooocererrenne

First, let us see how the NLRB is
giving the employer a weapon
against strikes. In recent decisions
the NLRB has not required the re-
instatement of workers who go on
an- “economic” strike in disputes
over wages and working conditions,
but where there have been “no un-
fair labor practices on the part of
the employer.” Since, in union shops,
wages and working conditions are set
by tontract, this ruling by the NLRB
is a direct blow at unorganized
workers who would have no re-
course against the employer unless
they could prove his “unfair labor
practices.” Again, in jurisdictional
disputes when employees strike to
get recognition for a union where
another union has already been cer-
tified by the NLRB, the employer is
upheld in discharging such employ-
ees. This interferes with workers
changing their union affiliation when
it is beneficial for them to do so.

Further militating against the
workers' right to strike, the NLRB
has ruled in many cases that strik-
ers can be fired when there is a no-
strike clause in an agreement. Of
course, NLRB specifies that the strike
must not have been caused by "“un-
fair labor practices” by the employer.
However, here is another opening
for the employers to fire militant
unionists and to break strikes by
placing on the workers the onus of
proving “unfair labor practices” by
the employer. As to firing militant
unionists, employers have been up-

held by the NLRB in firing strike
leaders.

Taken together, all®these ‘new
rights” that the NLRB has granted
the bosses amount'to a stealthy stab
in the back of labor’s right to strike.

“FREE SPEECH” FOR BOSSES

- Employer interference in labor’s

'right to organize is now called “free

speech for employers.” Up to recent-
ly the interpretation of the Wagner
Act was that it was illegal for em-
ployers to use economic or other in-
timidation against workers seeking
to organize. The Board is now be-
ginning to reverse this interpreta-
tion and is expanding the employers’

. right to intervene, The NLRB is per-

mitting the employer to propagan-
dize workers with anti-union letters,
circulars and statements which, in

. the words of the United States News,

-

“would have been considered by the
NLRB as unfair labor practicesand
interference with the organizing
rights of the workers"” in the past.
As to collective bargaining, the
meaning of the Wagner Act was to
compel employers to negotiate in
good faith with the workers on the
basis of the latter’'s demands. In
other words, the act was intended to
implement the case of the unions
against the employers. Heretofore, the
union was not considered as not bar-
gaining in good faith by NLRB inter-
pretations, and the union had the
right to level at the employer charges
of failing to bargain in good faith.

Now, however, the NLRB tends to
hold that a union cannot sustain
charges that the employer is violat-
ing the law compelling him to bar-
gain in good {aith, unless the union
has bargained in good faith. The in-
tent of the law to compel the bosses
to bargain with the unions will' be
completely vitiated. Arguments about
who broke the good faith first will
be ag fruitful as the one about the
chicken and the egg.

What is Rappening to the Wagner
Act proves that the capitalist gov-
ernment does not regard labor’s rights
as inalienable. When that govern-
ment thinks the best interests of the
capitalist class are served by making
concessions to labor, as happened in
the first part of the Roosevelt admin-
istration, labor is thrown a few
bones. When the capitalist outlook is
based on making labor retreat, as is
the case with American imperialism
today, rights are no longer rights.

While the workers should oppose,
tooth and nail, the NLRB's emascu-
lation of the Wagner Act and the
bills before Congress to amend the
act, their sights must be raised to a
higher aim. The aim has to be for
rights that cannot be taken away.
That can be only when workers with-
draw support from all capitalist poli-

ticians, form an independent labor
party for all the, exploited and op-
pressed, and go forward to control
their own destinies through a work-
ers’ government.

Labor Is Target in Michigan

Crusade on “Red Menace”’

By BEN HALL

DETROIT, March 3—The crusade
against “communism” launched by
Kim Sigler, Governor of Michigan,
found its first victim when the Marx-
ist Study Club in Detroit was bagned
at Wayne University by the college
officials. To destroy the “red men-
ce,” Sigler will call or had called
upon the FBI, Dun and Bradstreet,
the state police and other snoops that
infest the community. They will in-
vestigate the schools. They will in-
vestigate the colleges. They will in-
vestigate the unions. And they will
investigate...

Sigler has even " been obliging
enough to offer his services, abso-
lutely free, to the union movement
to help it free itself of “its commu-
nists.”

What is behind this campaign? Sig-
ler’s main attack on the Communist
Party is that it is “subversive.” This
seems like a very frightening word.
But if it means that the Communist
Party desires to get rid of the capi-
talist system which we now live un-
der and replace it by a workers’ gov-
ernment, then Sigler’s anti-“red”
campaign must be denounced for two
very good reasons:

In the first place, it should be the
right of anybody to advocate that
the present capitalist system be re-
placed by another. (It certainly has
been doing badly enough these last
years.) In the second place, the
Communist Party, which we call
“Stalinist,” does not: stand for the
socialist system of society and has
long ago ceased to be “red.”

WHY THE DRIVE NOW?

Why the anti-“red” drive now?
During the war, when the Commu-
nist Party, for reasons of its own,
was doing the dirty work for the
capitalist class by ramming the no-
strike pledge down the throats of the
workers and by calling for speed-up
and incentive pay plans, we heard
very little from the capitalist politi-
cians like Sigler about any anti-
Communist Party crusade. Then it
was “Our brave Allies, the great de-
fenders of Stalingrad.” Now, how-
ever, that the capitalists of this coun-
try and the ,bureaucrats in Russia
have had a falling out, these same
politicians quite suddenly discover
the dangers of “communism.”

The employers, through their two
parties, the Democrats and the Re-
publicans, are at present engaged in
a campaign to shackle the labor
moveément and deprive it of its
rights. They want to institute gov-
ernment control over the unions; to

abolish the closed shops; to restrict.

the right to strike. Sigler’s campaign
against the “communists” is really a
device for getting a grip on the un-
ions. He aims his attacks against the
Stalinists to 'pick off later the real
union militants and thereby to un-
dermine the whole union. That is
why he is so eager to “investigate”
the unions. And an inseparable part
of this objective is to intimidate all
liberal and progressive forces (in the
schools as well as in the unions) into
silence. :

Thus far, the organized labor
movement in Michigan has kept si-
lent on this affair. This is unfortu-
nate. But the people who are really
responsible for this silence are the

Stalinists. They have' so discredited -

themselves in the unions among pro-
gressive unionists that these union-
ists fear to denounce Sigler lest it
be interpreted as an endorsement of
Stalinism. This is probably just what
* Sigler- is counting upon in his flark-

L

ing attack on the unions camouflaged
as an attack on the “Communist Par-
t.Y ” Z
But if we. arg for defending the
democratic rights of the Stalinists,
this does not mean for a moment that
we are for Stalinism or for the Com-
munist Party. We know, for example,
that Stalinism itself is a totalitarian
force inside theé labor movement
which stifies the free expression of
workers wherever it can. Every un-
ion; controlled \by the Stalinists is
run d1ctat0r1ally.‘ Only last week the

Daily Worker denounced the Reu-

therites in Locgl 155 because they
got hundreds of workers to go out
and vote in the local elections.

We will defend the right of the
Stalinists to propagate their views,
however reactionary and harmful
they may be, because we want to be
sure to protect the rights of the la-
bor movement and above all to pro-
tect the rights of militant, class-
conscious workers to denounce the
Stalinists for what they are and by
discussion and debate in the demo-
cratic arena of the working class
movement to defeat the anti- labor
ideas of Stalinism. But this job must
be done BY THE WORKERS, If we
turn that job aver to the bosses, we
endanger ourselves and our ‘unions.

Ironically enough, Sigler is help-
ing the Communist Party to retain
its influence among the workers. The
Stalinists have béen in retreat in
Michigan, particularly in the UAW.
Class-conscious worker militants who
have learned to detect the true nature
of Stalinism beneath ifs radical-
sounding demagogy, have delivered
many effective blows against the CP,
not because of but DESPITE Sigler.
The latest success in the struggle
against the CP has been the defeat
of Nat Ganley, member of the Na-
tional Committee of the CP, in Local
155, UAW. The CP is trying to utilize
the Sigler campaign in order to parry
these blows. It is trymg to identify

-

" ALL attacks upon itself with the re-

actionary attacks of the Governor.
It hopes to mislead the workers into
the false belief that if they wvote
against the CP in their local unions
they are somehow giving assistance
to Sigler. But that is not true.

WHY WE OPPOSE THE CP

We will not be misled by Sigler
but we will not be misled by the
CP either. We have nothing in com-
mon with Sigler in our opposition to
the Stalinists. He attacks the CP be-
cause he seeks a cover for interfer-
ence in the labor movement. We de-
nounce the CP because it undermines,
confuses and disorients the labor
movement and thereby weakens the
fight against the very capitalist class

- which Sigler represents.

Sigler attacks the CP because it
has what he calls “foreign” alle-

' l\iew York City
CHELSEA BRANCH
FORUM

THURSDAY, MARCH 27
8:30 P. M. ;

THE NEGRO AND THE:
TRADE UNIONS

Speaker: {

E. R. McKINNEY
Nat’l Sec’y, Workers Party

ADMISSION FREE

giances...thal is, because it has ties
the REAL crime of the CP is not
mentioned by Sigler because he is
guilty of the same offense. The crime
of the CP is not simply that it has
“foreign” connections but that it
serves the interests of a reactionary,
bureaucratic, anti-labor CLASS in
Russia which is “foreign” and “alien”
to the working class of all countries,
including the United States and Rus-
sia.

From the point of view of the
working class of this country, Sigler
also has “foreign” allegiances because
he too serves a class which is “for-
eign” and “alien” to the working
class. For he serves the interests of
the capitalist class. He is & capitalist
politician.

To serve the interests of anti-labor
exploiting classes in the United States
or in Russia is to have allegiances
which® are “foreign” to the labor
movement. In this respect, Sigler and
the Communist Party are identical!

date of the working people.

To the Working People of Los Angeles’
Seventh District from the Los Angeles
Branch of the Workers Party

For two months we have been visiting you in your
homes, talking with you on the street, addressing you from
the columns of LABOR ACTION, selling you our pamphlet,
“Jim Crow in Los Angeles,” to further the candidacy of
Harold Draper for city councilman. You have learned that
this campaign is different. Unlike other .
candidates in this or any other election in
your district, Draper has not been seeking
votes as votes; he has been trying to en-
list your interest in a PROGRAM, and
he has asked you to vote for him if you
believe in it.

Draper's program in its fundamentals
is simple: a fight to the finish by all work-
ers of all racial groups against the owners
of industry and the politicians who serve
them—the working class against the capi-
talist class. The long-term fight is for SOCIALISM, a new
world order in which the dignifying of human life supersedes
the crushing exploitation and the horrible wars of the profit
makers; in which sterile POLITICAL democracy gives way
to INDUSTRIAL democracy—ownership and conirol by the
workers through their government of the mines, mills and
factories which produce the things they need to live.

The short-term fight is the struggle for the widest possi-
ble freedom NOW : freedom of the unions from police strike-
breaking; freedom of the Negro from the frustration and
deprivation of Jim Crow. The short-term fight includes
campaigns for fixed ceilings on rents; unification under city
ownership of the patchwork, inefficient transit systems and
their control by the workers who operate and maintain the
buses and street cars; a permanent city-wide day nursery
program for children of working mothers. Draper has taken
his stand upon this platform boldly and outspokenly. In-
vited as a “white candidafe” to speak for restrictive cove-
nants- before the Crenshaw Chamber of Commerce, he
shocked that group of smug race haters with an anti-cove-
nant speech-they’ll long remember.

Draper is not “everybody’s candidate.” Far from seek-
ing or accepting the support of union busters and restric-
tive covenanters, he actively fights them. He is the candi-

END POLICE STRIKE-BREAKING!
DESTROY JIM CROW! |
'BUILD HOMES NOW!

FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM!.

VOTE FOR HAROLD DRAFRER FOR COI.INCII.MAN
FROM THE SEVENTH DISTRICT!

Election April 1.
(You are in the Seventh District if: (1) You live be-

tween Vernon and 23rd on the East Side; or (2) you live
between Vernon and Jefferson on the West Side.)

Seek GPU Investigation - -

(Continued from page 1)

rorist activities of the Russian secret
police in the United States.

The most sensational is his detailed
account of the preparations made
here for the assassination of Leon
Trotsky in Mexico City in 1940, Budenz
testifies from personal knowledge that
the initial moves in the conspiracy
leading to Trotsky's murder were
taken in New York City by GPU
agents with the assistance of such
Communist Party leaders as Earl
Browder and Jack Stachel.

He tells how he himself collaborat-
ed with Russian secret police agents,
named “Richards” and “Roberts,” to
weave their web around Sylvia Age-
loff. Through Ruby Weil, a woman
member of the Amercian Communist
Party, selected for this purpose, Syl-
via Ageloff was introduced in Paris
to “Frank Jacson,” Trotsky’s assas-
sin. Jacson used Sylvia Ageloff, a
friend of the family, to gain access to
Trotsky’s household and commit the
erime. |

‘Thus Budenz adds new and hither-

* to missing links to the chain of evi-
dence presented during Jacson’s
trial in Mexico which showed him to
be an agent of the Russian secret po-
lice. Budenz’s disclosures confirm the
conviction held by the most advanced
sections of world public opinion that
Trotsky’s murder was carried out by
the GPU murder machines at the in-
stigation of Stalin.

This is not the only act of political
murder prepared or executed in re-
cent years on American soil by the
Russian secret police network. Budenz
also refers to the case of Julia Stuart
Poyntz, the former Communist Party
leader who disappeared from her
home in New York City some time aft-
er May 1937 under mysterious circum-
stances. He states that a "member of
the (Communist Party) Political Com-
mittee, whom we will cal Comrade
H., advised me, almost in sa many
words, that she (Miss Poyntz) had

‘ been 'liquidated’ by the Seviet secret
police.” (Page 263.)

This tends to confirm the charges
made to a New York Grand J ury by
the Anarchist leader, Carlo Tresca,
that Julia Poyntz was abduected and
slain by the GPU. Carlo Tresca him-
self was later shot by unknown as-
sassins in New York City on January
11, 1943. Budenz substantiates the
fact that the terrorist operations of

Stalin’s secret police- have been ex-

tended from Russia and other coun-
tries into the United States. Here, as
elsewhere, the threat of political
murder hangs over working class
opponents of the Stalin regime and
the policies of its American agency,
the Communist Party. Terrorism
from any querter is incompatible
with the free life of the labor and
progressive movements and their
democratic functioning. Such abhor-
rent methods must be exposed and
fought without compromise to the
very end.

For these reasons, we call upon the
District Attorney of New York County
to summon a Grand Jury to investi-

gate the role of the GPU, the above-
mentioned Communist Party leaders
and others in the murder of Leon Trot-
sky and the cases of Julia Stuart
Poyntz and Carlo Tresca.

The connection of the GPU with
these political murders must be sub-
jected to thorough inquiry by the
proper authorities. Browder, Stachel,
Budenz and all others who have
knowledge of the activities of the
Soviet secret police or are involved
in them, must be apprehended and
brought to justice.

March 17, 1947.
(Signed)

Dr. Harry Aranow, physician; Cy-
rus Le Roy Baldridge, artist; Wil-
liam Becker, Socialist Party official;
Daniel Bell, educator; Paul F. Bris-
senden, Columbia University faculty
member; Frank R. Crosswaith, Chair-
man, Negro Labor Committee; Dr.
John Dewey, educator and author;

F. W. Dupee, writer; James T. Far-
rell, author; John F. Fiperty, attor-
ney; -Samuel H, Friedman, Chair-
man, N. Y. Socialist Party; Varian
Fry, author and editor; Louis P.
Goldberg, N. Y. City Councilman;
Rev. Donald Harrington, National
Chairman, Workers Defense League;
Charles Yale Harrison, author,

Dr. John Haynes Holmes, clergy-~
man; Sidney Hook, N. Y. University
faculty member; Rev. John Paul
Jones, clergyman; Horace M. Kallen,
educator; Layle Lane, teacher; Aaron
Levenstein, Socialist Party; Edith
Liggett, author; Ferdinand Lund-
berg, author; Eugene Lyons, author
and editor; Dwight Macdonald, edi-
tor Politics; A. J. Muste, National
Secretary, Fellowship of Reconcilia-
tion; Allan Nevins, historian and
Columbia University faculty mem-
ber; Max Nomad, author and lec-
turer George Novack, former secre-
tary, American Committee for De-
fense of Leon Trotsky.

M. C. Otto, university professor;
William Phillips, editor Partisan Re-
view; Arthur A, Pincus, writer;
Philip Rahv, editor Partisan Review;
Burton Rascoe, dramatic ecritie;
Richard H. Rovere, author. and edi-
tor; George S. Schuyler, writer; Max
Shachtman, national chairman W.P.;
Herman Singer, editor, The Call;
Norman Thomas, Socialist Party
leader; Dorothy Thompson, column-
ist; Frank N. Trager, Arti-Defama-
tion League official; Oswald Garrison
Villard, author and publicist; Kurt
H. Wolff, educator; Liston Oak, edi-
tor, New Leader.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 1947

CELEBRATE THE

WORKERS PARTY
SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY |

GALA DINNER at 7 P M. Shurp

THE LITTLE INN
at 10 East 16th Street
(off Union Square

reservations for dinner, $1.75
after 9 P. M., 75¢ *

Auspices: Workers Party, Local New York-

PR
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