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By MAX STERLING

May Day, 1841. Twenty months of
the costliest war in the hlStOI’y of
man have gone by ang still the.areas
of the war keep expanding, sucking
into their murderous misery nation
after natiop,

Thousands of corpses are daily
piling up in the mountain passes of
Greece and the deserts of Africa
while in the metropolitan centers of
Europe the mangled bodies of men,
women and children are dragged out
of the burning ruins.

Wilh the Dbelligerents adapting
themselves more eficienily to total
mechanized warfare on land, s€a and
air, the war is just beginning to
reach ifs mest devastating stage.
Thousands of bombers are coming
off the assembly lines in Germany,
the occupied countries and Great
Britain and America. With the war
industries of the United States ex-
panding to full strength, a terrible
equalization in destructive strength
is taking place wlnch threatens in the

THE WORLD AT WAR
The World Imperialist War
Carnes Within It the Seed
‘of Proletarian Revolution

next period ta bomb out of existence *

the old great cities of Europe: Ber-
lin and Legadon, Bremen and Bir-
mingham, Hamburg and the Mid-
lands, and scores of others.

' Sweeping over the world, the war
is moving from the Balkans {o the
Near East and Far East. The il of
Iraq and Iran is 2 valuable prize, So
is the strategically vitali Suez Canal.
The recently conclnded Soviet-Jap-
anese pact brings closer the honr of
Japan's atfack on the Duich East In-
dies and the British sirénghold of
Singapere. And it is there In the
waters of the south Pacific that our
American impertalism is preparing
tfo meet head on the baitle squadrons
of Japan.

The May Day demonstratzons of
1840 met in the midst of the Nazi
invasion o©of Denmark and Norway.
The eight months of war up to then
had been comparatively mild, and
the great campaigns of the Low
Countries and France were jusi in the
ofﬁng After the swift German blilz-
kr:ég in Poland the imperialists had
settled down to what was thought to
be a ‘“sitzkrieg.” There were those

-

“to buy

who thought ihe war a “phoney.”
How foolish these¢ people were has
been made amply clear. P

Still, the eight months prior to
Jast May 1 were filled with events of
the greatest and far reaching im-
portance. Of first importance was ihe
Stalin-Hitler pact signed on August
21, 1939, It shocked the world and
led to the Nazi invasion of Poland.
From then on, Russia corienied her-
self increasingly into the orbit of
Nazi imperizlism, taking her share
of Poland and following that by in-
corporating the small Baltic coun-
tries of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithu-
ania. During the winter months of
1939 Russia -occupied the world
stage with her war on Finland which
ended In mid-March after two and a
half months of bloody fighting which
exposed all the wesaknesses of the
Russian  military machine — and
which, greatest crime of sall, drove
the. Finnish working class into the
arms of the Mannerheim bourgeoi-
sle,

The invasion ¢f Finland cost thé

‘Russians an estimated 250,000 men

and the universal unpopularity of the
war extended even io the Russian
people, who were surprised by the
adventure and who suffered the most
because of it. The Kremlin, how-
ever, considered -itself compensated
by ihe acquisition of Finnish Ka-
relia.

From the very start of the war,
the American ruling clagss has been
oviented toward: inlervention. The
first significant step toward Amer-
ican intervention was taken on No-
vember 4, 1938, during the so-called
“sifzkrieg” and some four weeks
prior 1§ the Russian invasion of Fin-
land. On that day Congress, fallow-
ing the war-mongering leadership of
President Roosevelt, amended the
Weutrality Act by repealing the arms
embarge io belligerents and substi-
tuting the “cash and carry” plan
which enabled ! Britain and France
war materials from the
Uniled Siafes, (If should be noted
that when Loyalist Spain was fight-
ing for its life, the embargo was vig-

{Conilnned on page 8)

What's New
On National

Workers May Yet
Have to Teach Ford
Another IL_esson

By SUSAN GREEN

On April 17, most of the niorning -

and evening papers in New York
City —and presumably throughout
the country——carried a full-page ad-
vertisernent by General Malors. YUn-
der a spread eagle, and decorated
with pictures of marching doughboys
appeared a chattf.
“Message to General Motors folks

averywhere” Such extensive -adver--

tising costs a prelty penny, you bet.
But it was used in a good cause—
against the workers!

You see, folks, those tcrmble
workers.—of whom 160.000 are em-
ployed by GM out of pure love—
have warned the compsny that they
will go out on strike if it doésn't
come across with a salisfactory con-
tract. And this in spite of the fact
that GM has self-sacrificingly ac-
cepted $750,000,060 of war orders. GM
was relying on “the loyal coopera-
tion” of its employees. And “al a
‘time when your country is asking
for sacrifice, can anyone juslify
seeking selfish advaniage al the cost
of produclion?”

You see, folks, these 160,000 work-
ers, who with their families add up
to maybe 750,008 human. beings, are
not “folks"—they are just workers
from whom to extract profits. These
workers are getting it in the neck
from this armament program—oul
of which GM has already made plen-
ty ag an encouraging beginning., And,
folks, these workers are trying to
take their necks out of the way of
being hurl.

Furthermore, these workers are
just plain “criminals” for frying to
take their necks out of the way. Mr.
Knudsen himself sayg, so. His opin-
Jon, as you all know, is absolutely
unbiased. You ape not supposed to
remember that he handed in a fake
resignation ag General Motors boss,

{Continoed on page 2)
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Organ of the Workers Party of the United Stotes

Across the ocean, workingmen are
being force to slaughter EACH OTHER in
the uniforms of different countries. .

in the United Stotes they are fighting
FOR THEIR OWN RIGHTS.

The boss-owned newspapers carry on a
VICIOUS CAMPAIGN  agoinst  labor,
against the Bethiehem ond Ford workers

-in particular. "“These two companies are no«

torious open-shoppers end viclators of ,the
YET ROOSEVELT
HANDS THEM' THE FATTEST GQOVERN-
MENT CONTRAC;TS!

But when the workers ask for ¢ UNION
CONTRACT, they are met with clubs and
horses’ hoofs.

Whose government is it, anywoy?
* The Bethiehern Steel Co. raked in a 100
PER CENT INCREASE IN PROFITS during
the fast year.
for a few cents -more, they re told to work
and shut up. " .

instead of' curbing the profiteers, the
Roosevelt Administration is plannirg to
put-across anti-strike laws, just as soon as
they ‘think they can.get away with it,

Prices—goaing- UP!

Profits——~SKY:ROCKETING!

That's. why the. workers are st?nkmg"&

against the profiteers!

They are-carrying on the tradition of the
Americon lobor pio?qeers who 55 years ago
set oside May 1 as the day of their strug-
gle for the eight-hour day.

OVER THERE ...

What are they fighting for,
OTHER side of the ocean?

Hitler wants what the British Empire has
—the power to oppress and squeeze profits
out of the workers in Europe and the colo-
nies.

England is sitting tight on its money-
bags and on the backs of its colonial slaves.

THAT'S WHAT THE WAR IS REALLY
ABOUT!

Never forget the fact that—

—the British leoders financed and sup-
plied and applauded Hitler almost up to
the last minute, They thought they couid
use him. They weren't concerned about
democracy and freedom for the German

on the

But when the workers ask

workers THEN, NOW they want toc re-
place Hitler with a dictator THEY can
trust. 1t is not THEY who will give Ger-
many back to the German people! |

The FIRST World War was fought for -
democracy Ggainst the Kaiser, they TOLD
ys. And what was the result? '

In this country, one new war millionaire
for every five American boys killed at the
front. in all the world, the growth of re-
action and fosc:sm—-ond the SECOND
Worid Warl

THIS war is being fought for democracy;

they TELL us now.

This war is REALLY being fought for
profits and power, the poor gangster at-
tacking the rich gangster. - If either wins,
the RESULT wilt be reaction, more war mil-
lionairés, the death of democracy and a
THIRD WORLD WAR!

SOMETHING TO FIGHT FOR. ..

Roosevelt and Wall Street are just |tch-
ing to joir the war,

First it wos oid to Britain “‘short of war.”’
Now it is “all-out aid to Britain.” Tomor-
row it will be “On to Berfin?’ as socon 0s
the country is militarized enough and the

ence, t

First it was “heutrality,” Now Roose-
velt commits acts of war by seizing German
ships and opening American ports to bel-

ligerent warships. Tomorrow it will be
American convoys for British vessels.
First it was “"defend our coasts.”” Then

it was “‘defend the Western Hemisphere”
Tomorrow we will be told that “"our fron-
tier is in Europe.”’

Roogevelt and Wall Street are slipping
us into the war on the installment plan.
Why not? The bankers and capitalists have
soi’nething to fight for—markets, invest-
ments, profits, world power. '

WE, THE WORKING PEQPLE, have
something to fight for too. *

—Conscript the war industries and let-

them be run under workers’ control!
—A capital levy to cover ail wor costs
instead of indirect taxes on the people!
—Thirty dollars for a 30-hour work-
week, with time and a half for overtime!

Y --

-..——No government contract without a
union contract!

—Double the wages of the conscnpt sol-
diers! Give them the right to free speech;
press and assembly in the comps! Away
with Jim-Crowism and disctrimination in
the Army and in the war industries!

—Let the people yote on war! No dec-
laration of wor mthout a referendum of all
over 18!

MAKE THE RICH PAY FOR THE WARI

DRAFT THE DOLLARS!

DEFEND LABOR'S RIGHTS!

WE CAN WIN!

On May Day, raise the flog of ‘the fig‘ﬁ.t" -

for workers’ rights.

Thot's how WE, THE PEOPLE, will win
—by fighting for ourselves, not for London
bankers or Wall Street.

Fascism CAN ‘be- stopped—by WORK-

ERS’ action, not by installing a Hlﬂerst_e

war-regime here at home,
On both sides this war is being fought
over the backs of the workers. If they rise

up and ot last strike o blow for THEM-

SELVES, nothing con stop them.

May. Day, the international workers®

holiday, stands for the brotherhood of the
Afpericar, pedpié: hyprotized inta. Obed‘v--wverkers Gll bugt:the world.

==

'We have our owr' world: t5 bulld, iside by
side with our Engllsh French and German
brothers who are fighting against their own. -
war-makers! i

Peace for those who toil—

Freedom for humanity groaning under
the heel of imperialism and fascism—

Democracy for the laboring masses— ;

The fight for these begins at home. The
real war for democracy is the fight for @
WORKERS' GOVERNMENT. /

The old world of capifalism s dying in
slaughter, destruction and mass misery.

Qut of the war must come a new soc:ety
—SQCIALISM! When the idle parasites’

who live on profit no'longer own the means .

of life, when the factories, mills and mined
are owned “and democratically controfled
by the workers—that is the only goal worth
dying ond sacrificing for.

_ That's the war aim of OUR side in the

wor—a SOCIAL!ST United Stotes of thé

World!

Negroes Win Strike for Bus‘~ldbs

Negroes Declare April 26 a Hohday——-Wr!I Parade Through Streets of Harlem

.

THREE CENTS

UT ON MAY DA
PEACE, PLEN
SOCIALIST WORLD!

'd‘"'-ll-f."- ey s

By REVA CRAINE

A battle well fought and won-—

' osuch is the story of the struggle con-
ducted by the United Negro- Bus
Sirike Commitiee, hereafter te be
_ known as the United Negro Bus'As-
sociation. After four weeks of pick-
eting Harlem bus stops, carrying
such slogans as “Don’'t ride the buses
untit you sec Negro drivers"” and
“Walk so that Negro men may live”
militant, race-conscious Negroes un-
der the direction of ithe commiitee,
composed of the Harlem Labor Un-
ion, the National Negro Congress and
the Greater New York Coordinating
Commitiee, agsisted by members of
. the Workers Party and the Young
Peoples Socialist League, had the
salisfaction of knowing that whaf

ihey had pledged themselves o win
was at last theirs.

Starling with a commiltee of five,.

interested in obtaining jobs for Ne-
groes from ihe Omnibus Corpora-
tion, .the movement grew so.that at
the last mass meeting held about
tweo weeks ago over 5,000 Negroes
enlhusiastically supporled the drive.
The battie came to a close when an
agicement was signed between the
representafives of the Transport
Workers Union, thé bus corporation
and the United Negro Bus Associa-
tion on Saturday, April 19,

I was at ithe Abyssinian Church
talking with Joe Ford, uniiring and
efficient picket organizer, and await-
ing final confirmaiion of the agree-
ment, when word cane over the tel-

e¢phone thai the contract was SJgned
and the strike was over. Ford had
just been in the midst of telling.me
that this sirike was ¢pnly a stepping
stone to greafer and more important
struggles for jobs for Negroes.

To celebrate this victory, Harlem
has declared a holiday for Saturday.
April 28, All places of business are
asked to suspend operations between
the hours of 2 and & p.um. and all
Harlem will march—churches, politi-
cal clubs, trade unions, so¢ial groups
and others. The participants will con-
vene at 110th Street and Lenox Ave-
nue at 1 pm. Preceded by bands
and picketers under the leadership
of Marshals John Parris, Joe Ford
and Walier Roarks, the parade will
matrch through the heart of Harlem

v

to 148th Street and Bradhurst Avlv

nue at Colonjal Park. At this spob °

there will be an open air meeling at

for “immediaté employment as the |

4 o'tlock.

The thres-party agreenient calls
need arises of 7¢ Negroes in. the

maintenance division ‘and of 1})0 Ne-
groes in*the bus drivers division. No

member of any other roce can\b.v_%"'
employed until this 170 bas been-ems+

ployed. After that there will be an

employment of one Negro for each
whife untii 17 per cent of the work-

ing group is Negro (this is the samg
as the proportion of Negroes in-ihe
popuiition of New York Czty)—th:a-
means over 500 of the 3,000-odd ein-

ployees of the bus company will .

+{Continued on page )
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1 A Manifesto by ﬂre Ameman Commmee for_._.,:

T

the Fourth Infernahona!

] Qn this second May Day of the Second Werld War,
Hy ihe-future of human sociely hangs in the balance. Capi-
; lalism is prepgring more madly than ever io conmtinug
Il AWl its plan of survival by destruetion.

ll . Bestruetion of properiy and of men. Destructién of
P ifie workers” organizations, living standards and gemo-
| cratic rights where they have not yet beea totally de-
bt Fs‘troy\ed {Great Britain and America). Destruction of
imperialist rivals.’ (gvery imperialist group-agaiﬁst all

olhers). Destruction of thg national aspirations
colonial peoples (India, China, Indo-China, the Dwteh
Easl Indigs, Africa and th¢ West Indigs). Such is the
piglure capitalist society presents after more than a yeay
and a half of war, with the masses on hoih sides chained,
bound and hounded on to the slaughter—in the-sacred
name of democracy, or the equally sasred name of fas-
cism, for the capltahst old order or the capitalist “new
'GET »

of the

The World of Capitalist Civilixation Is Tottering

The imperialist conflict of 1M4-1018 is repeating if-
self; but in a world so wealkened by 23 years of ecanomic
crisis, political violegce ang imperialist ¢lashes, thet the
: whole structure of capitalist civilizalion trembles. So
e -patent is the dlsqgratlon that even the President of
- ‘the United States in 1941 can dare to speak in publig of
1942 with the unprecedented quatifichtion, “if the world
swvives.” By world, this representative of bourgeois so-
1 _ciety necessarily means the bourgesis world, At no time
in its’ long career has lhe fuiure of bourgeois secietly
£ been so dark as it is today.

Hiller, in order to wmaintain his advantage and avoid
:disaster, must'soon strike a powerful blow. To confuse
bhis enemies he sets yumors going and feinls in every di-
rection. But whatever his method--direct assault by
land, seg and air; inilensified blockade: mastery of the
| Mediterranean; abandonment of a weskened Ilaly for

slliance with a tractable France; a combination of some’

-or all of these methods—his immediate aim is still the
. destruction or subjection of British imperialism.
- “Fhe uncertain outcome of this military confliet gov-
erns the whole of world politics at the presenl momeni.
Japan lays its plans in the Far East with ill-concealed
w 1mpatlence, ready to gobble all thai it can as soon as it is
assured of Britain's defeaf. Stalin assisis Germany ma-
il teriatly and, through the Comintern, by propagands. But

| :He hesitates to join Hitler's "new order™ unti} he is cev-
= tain that Britain will not survive.
B France is divided into three groups-—the Laval group

o which sees the salvaging of the wreck that is French

e Such is the distinegration and bankrupicy of capi-

- erful of the."democralic” destructionists, seeks in vain
-to disguise the lusts and hypocrisy of the war under the
slogans of defense and democracy. Taken by surprise
b at the gpeed of Germany's conquest of Franceg, the Amer-
oy ‘iéan capitalist class, though united in its determination
| to make itself lhe mosl powerfully armed bandit of all,
i ‘Is torn by doubts and confiicls as to how and where and
when 1o sivike.
In ity campaign for navpl and air basgs, it seeks lo
¥ ‘make itself more than ever master of the Amerjcan ¢on-
tinent. While it plays on the halred of the American
) workers for fascism and bamboozles the American pub-
I.' lic with appeals for sacrifice to aid Brifain, it inexora-
s -bly presses British capltahsm te disgorge all its Amer-
i idan mves{mems and thus ‘$urferidbr its 8lds of exploi-
il tﬂﬂih ’thlg’ﬁoﬁtlheﬁt" B‘ut%&ﬁ?é_r_@ean éaplt&hsm, knows
ﬂlanglenold on Latin America. It wilt d_rwe American
capital out of Europe except on German terms and will
give Japan, already difficult enough t¢ restrain, the free-
dom of opportunity that it desires in the Far East. Hence
| Roosevell's determmahon that Britain wust fight to a

o

finish.
i The incredibly 1mpudent fraud that American im-
I perialism fears invasion has been freely propagated by

< ‘the Administralion, but it has been again exploded by
Lindbergh. A spec¢ial importance attaches not only to
the military but fo the political opinions of this fascist-
inded reactionary. Owing to his knowledge and expe-

.gmmng of the war, has been guided by his !fear of a
‘danger whiech loday is slowly forcing itself on the con-
sciousness of American imperialism. That danger is the
‘datrger of the collapse of bourgeois Europe and, arising
= from thc collapse, proletarian revolution. This is the
réason for Lindbergh's policy of wictory to neither side

and a negotiated peace.
The ambassador best. acquainied with British condi-
] tions (Kennedy) has constanlly held before ihe Amer-
" ican bourgecisie the {remendous social changés which
are gathering momentum in the factories and fields of
Britain. Their explosion may sweep into insignificance
_'t.he plans and hopes of all imperialism. In the destruc-
tion of British capital and the growing dependence of
'Brmsb imperialism on the working class for the con-
"~ -guet of the war, Kennedy sees the inevitapility of what

talist society that American imperiglism, the most pow- '

3  rience of European conditions, Lindbergh, from the be-.

impeviglism only by freply allping itself with German
imperialism; de GauMe, who is preparved as freely 1o ve-
build imperialist France finder the wing of Britain and
Ameriga; and Pelain, whe prefers to wajl for mare cer-
tain indigations as to which side will win. His hengch-
roan, Weygand, guaids French’ golenial passes,_‘ii_on‘glin
Africa, ready to fight with German fascigis or with Bril-
ish democracy according {o the fortunes of the impend-

ing batile. In the intexifn, Pelain desiroys pvery vestize
of democragy in France

What of. Brifain itsel{? Byitish imperialism is in a
situation not altogether unlike that of the French. It
faces domination either by Ameérican imperialism 'in. the
event of victory. or by QGerman imperialism in the
event of gefeat or stalemate. For the moment, hope-
ful of retaining most’ of i{s -posgessiong, goaded on by
Roosevelt, it is prepared fo fighl, but its future course

~ will be determined strictly by the ‘necessities of impe-

rialism and not by any devotion to democrary or hatred
of fascism, Britain on the world seale is now in the
same sityation between America and Germany as was
France between Britain and Germany o the Xuropean
contingnt, and an impending or actual defeat of Britain
by Germany will expose the pretensions of British im-
perialism to be guardians of democracy more’ eft‘ectwely
than Petain, Laval, Bonnet and Chautemps have been
exposed! Already, Churchill,” his hand on the throat of
India, uses Bevin and the British labor leaders io intro-
duce the militarization of labor, leading fo the totali-
tarian régime.

"'U,'s,-lniperiqlism Secks to Make ltself World Master

he ¢alls national socia}ism. Periodically in the more re-
sponsible press, informed writers express their fear of
the resentment, silent as yet but inevitably growing, of
the European masses, subjected as-they are to chaog, de-
struction and suffering ai the hands of the bourgeois
masters of European society.

The American bourgeoisie as a whole begins to be
aware of the immipence of the danger. Ezch section re-
cently sent its most trusted available representative for
a first-hand report. Roosevelt, the one most commitied to
the aid-for-Britain policy, sent his persgnal frieénd, Harry
Hopkins, to get the most trustworthy account of what is
taking place in the social strueture of Britgzin. Wall
Stregt sent 'Willkie, who spent th¢ greater part of his
time in England interviewing trade ynion leaders, visil-
ing factories and mgking a concentrated study of work-
ing elass conditions.

Leading elements of the hqur-gec&s;g are alveady gues-
tioning whether American aid to Britain means support
to a new “socialist” society and'théy announce in ad-
vance their intention not to participate in any action
which fhreatens, no matter from what source, the exist-
enee of the internatipnal profit system. - Roosevell and
his advisers are aware of the danger. They are investi-
galing it and they take care to diminish in American
eyes the role of British lahor, as witness, for instance,
tbe shabby treatment accorged in the press to Sir Wal-
ter Citrine, secretary of the British {rade union move-
menf, on his visit to this country.

But Roosevelt has always been distinguished by a
more thorough grasp of modern necessities than the
nanficial magnates of America. He knows that modern
war demands state control of industry. He knows that
the workers must eithey be bgaten into war-slavery by
fascist bands or cajoled inte it by the social-democracy..
He realizes that what is taking place in Britain is neces-
tary. and is merely an exiension of the “war socialism”
of 1914-1918. Above all, Rogsevelt understands fully that
so lopg as Churchill, Bevin, Aitlee, Beaverbrooke and
Eden stapd at the heim, with a peer like Lord Lothien
or Lord Halifax to represent Britain here, there is not
the slightest danger that capitalism wll be abolished in
Britain, exeept by a viclent revelution which these sup-
portest of the capitalist .order could be depended upon

to try to crush ruthlessly. Roosevelt therefore drives

ahead. He seizes every opporiunily and where they_clo_
not exist he creates them in his determination to bring
the maiion into aclual military participation in the war.-

With the Workers Rests-the Future of Humanity

) So great are the forces engaged, so widespread the
. ramifications of each protagonist, that whatever the
; result—iriumph of Hitler, his defeat or an indecisive
outcome—the strains and stresses tp which weakened
bourgeois society will be further subjecied must creale
dificulties for the warmongers greater than those they
try to solve by war. The gigantic preparations for mu-
| tual' destruction into which these competing groups are
) fpreed in their sivuggle for survival, the great blows
i they have administered and will administer to each
other despite their conscicusness of impending catastro-
;p,‘;'le, all this proves the complete unworkability of the
capitalist system a,nd how close it has driven itself to-
wards self-desiruction.
- In this merciless struggle for the domination of the
producing many by the appropriating few at hoime and
\ abroad, no revolutionary who retains the simplest ele-
ments of Marxism in his mind can believe that there is

any ¥Yoad for humanity out of this destructiVe and vuin-
ous terror excepi by the unity of all the exploited and
all the oppressed against all the organizers of destruc-
tion. Whaoever wavers in the slightest degree from un-
swerving opposition fo any and all of these imperialist
states in their warfave. merely assists them ih their com-
mon aim, the perpetuation of the system of wage-labor,
the root and origin of the gresent catastrophe.

Despite the apparent undisputed domination of the
bourgeoisie, the working masses and poor peasants show
unmislakably that they are the only for¢e which has any
possibility of coping with the disasters forced upon hu-
manity by the bourgeois secigty. In America the prole-
tariat responds to the war pressure of the hourgeoisie
with powerfu) sirikes and growing militongy. In Britain
the proletariat is still in full possession of its organiza-
tigns and, though dorminated by fear of Hitler and war
propaganda, is obvlously the most powerful foyce in that

. We Look Forward to a Socialist

highly mdustrlahzed country, recognized by the British
bourgeoisie as A greater potential danger than Hitler,
In France the proletariat and the poor pedsants, demor-
alized and disgrganized gs they are, remain the greatest
obstacle in thé way of manipulation of France for [fit-
lerite aims,

Even Hitler, after reduginit the German workers 1o a
state of servilude unknown in the history of Western
Eyrope, finds it nec{ssgary to deliver speeches in which
I;a;,' demagogic aftacks agamst ea\pxtahst plutocracies he

s¢eks 1o poese a8 the natural leader of proletarian hatred

agamst cﬁgi,taim @xp,lm,ta,t}on ard appression. Whatever
the immediaie source of the intrigues which preceded
the Rumanisn explosm;y its wviclence, under the wvery
gins of Eitler's armies, is an ipgication of the despair
to which the European masses have heen pushed.

In ireland de Valera does npt accede to the request

. of the British government for paval accorameodations be-

cause he knows thal so great is the hatred of the Irish
people for Bmt;st: 1mpenahsm that any such action on
ms patt. will make Ireland a second Rumsnia, and seal
bis own doorn.

¥From India, where the ecensewship is as rigid as in
Berlin, comes news only -of umogasing arrests by the
British government; and Gandhi, who began by declar-

Revolt ot Perish: These: Are

Behind this tangle of diplomatic intrigue, military
defeats and vietories and preparations for gestruction
on an ever-ingreasing scaie, there begins to emerge an-
other force. Ever clearer grows the outline of the only
force today capable of imposing order ypon a world in
which eapitalism sepks to impose the destruction of all
material and moral values on itself and sll the human
race.

These are the signs and developrhents in the coming
peried which the revolGlignary movement must eggerly
seek, soberly estimale and constanily hold befare the
masses of pepple. Both in theory and in practice we

must constantly oppose the essentially bourgeeis con-

ceptions of seeing war and peace and the future of so-
ciety as exclusively the result of the military and diplo-
matic successes and failures of the contending imperial-
isl forces. A serious error af zll times, it would be disas-
trous in the present period, when the events and turns
of the desperate yuling groups (France yesterday, Italy
tomorrew, Germany or Britain the day afier) are en-
tirety unpredictable even by the warlords themselves.

1t i= sufftcient for us to remember that three great
imperialist wars bave taken place during the last 70
years—the Franco-Prussian war, the Russo-Japanese war

-and the First World War of 1914-1918. Al three were

brought to an eng by the proletarian revolution and the

ing himsell in solidarvity with the British government
in lhe prosegulion of the holy war agamst faseigm, has
found thal position impossible lo maintain and is now
preaching individual civil disobedience by general non-
viglence—the old trick by which he has repeategly
-soughl to head off the Indian revoluation.

In China lhe profileering, dishonesty and oppression
of the woykers and peasants of China by Chiang Kai-
Shek and the Chinese ruling class can be hidden no
longer and is appearing in 1he American press as the
class struggle in China after four years of war {and lhe
imperialist intrigues of Stalin) bagins slowly to push the
war with Japan inlo the backgrqund. In China and India
live nearly 500 million people, the vast majority of them
literally withinolhing lo losg but their chains,

Negroes =all over the world question the <¢laim of:
Britain and America to be fighting for democracy: The
masses in Latin America look with undiminighed dis-
trust at the gestures of friendship for the exploited made
by Yankee impevialism in iis drive to make ilself master
of Latin America. Even the victories ¢of Hiiler, his elaims
of German superieritly, his spoliation of the conguered
territories and the- inlensive Anglo-American propa-
ganda have failed to- dispel the distrusl of British and
American imperialism among all their vietims.

the Altérnatives -

sfruggle for power by millions of worlers, most of whom
had never in their lives heard the name of Karl Marx.
It is sirielly in' the objective ecoppmic, devzlopment of
capilalist soriety and the burdens it imposes upon the
proletarians and poor peasants thai lies the inevitability
of socialisro. And every capifglist tendency is acceler:
ated in the so-called war economy whxch is only capi-
talist economy in desperate cyisis. .

The increasing bankruptey of capitalism, the .danger
of its impeénding collapge obvrous even 1o its mosf au-
thoritative leaders, carries with it the absolutely ines-
capable emergence of the proletaviad, as moxe and njore
clearly capitalism is driven to place the weorking masses
bgtween the iwo alternalives: Rewvolt or pexish. The
time, the place, the circumstance, the imnediate result
are bgyond prophecy. The event itself is ceriain. The
weak, the cowardly, the mentslly unslable ¢onstantly
seek avenues of escape as the two great classes draw
closer for another of their periodical struggles for the
mastery of society. But the genuine revolutionaries pre-
pare themselves for the approaching confliiet, looking be-
hind the milbons of soldiers and lhe lotalitarian régimes
atl the gaping eracks in their economic and social struc-
tyres, and s¢eing in the very scale and thoroughness of
the military preparations the violence of the blows with
which their collisions will administer to an already col-
lapsing system

Revolufidhary Leadership Is of the Utmost Impdrtqnpe

Adequate"revélutionary leadership is the crying ne-
cessity of the workers at this critical period. The social-
demoeracy has campletecl the career of betrayal begun
in 1944 and today, gxcgpl m Brifain and Sweden, ng
longer exlsts A8y

ker, is threajened. with a stil] greater danger. In every
country, opq.ply where possible or gecretly, the Siglinists,
hacked wnh Jarge funds, ally themselves with fascists,
liberals; trade . unipn elements: -or; any social or .political
group. convenient - for the moment. They pursue one
aim, the unscrupulous propagation of the policy which
may suit the foreign policy of Stalinism at the given
moment. The Stalinist buresueracy is concerned with
nothing else but its own survival and now more than
ever is prepared to continue with its policy of saeri-
ficing {he proletariat of whole countries to achieve thig
aim, The werkers and: the revolutionarigs must expose
and destroy this organization or face the possibility of a
repetition of the post-war failures on a stiil more catas-
irephic and disasirgus scale.

The small and isolated groups which adhere to the
principleg of the Fpurth Intermational face a task of
enormous difficulty. To steel ourselves for this we must
bear in mind one historic pesition. The period we naw
live in -¢an be compared fo thet darkest period of the
First World War in the winter of 1916-1817 just before
the revelution tore the first great rent in the pall of

“death and destruction which stifled all Europe and half

the world from 18]4-1017.

The whole world seems poised _for otie more dreadful
plunge. Within the nexi few months we may well wit-
ness the beginning, perhaps the rapid comgummation, of
such a transfermstion in-E,'.trope, as has not been seen
for gver three hundred years.

The working class is being rapidly educated in the

realities pf world politics and is not dependent upon the

Fourth Intepnationgl for ¢ither cause or impulse io re-
volt. Thal is the unaveidable task of capitalist society
itself. But we can hy study, self-discipline, scrupulous
atteniion and devotion to the oftén prosaic duties which

the life o the revolutionary etema:}ds, prepare ourselves

ang thosy workers with whom we come into contact for
the great conflicts that are pow approaching. The work-
ers will ifl us high ard oreaie the arena in which our
pregsent work will bear fruit a thousand fold.

They will lesun; for today, not a few thousand pam-

“phlets or small papers, but history itself is battering its

lessong day by day.into their consciowsness. Without
them we are nothifig. The complete disappearance from
the scene of the great mass proletarian parties of con-
tinental Eurppe shows the fate of those who, however
plausible the pretext, deseri the proletarian line and at-

xp.dgpgndent doree in, am; ﬁy ‘|.f
country. Instepd#th Bogialist vevolation, rid of dhe o v

tach themselves lo bourgeois society. Their destruction
was rapid, ruthless and inevitable. ]

That error we shall no! make but instead shall work
| Patienily but ¢enfidently among the masses, ready fo. act
" with that powérfu iniliative which their rewolt “and tt}g
momentous issues st stake will demand from Marxian
revolutipnaries. o .
; The American Committes

Ca For the Fourth Internatienal,
April 13, 1941 :

Can You Hear
Them Marching?

Listen. Can't you hear them?
It's the sound of marching feet,
It's the armies of the workers,
From every land they meet.

They are marching on to Viclory,
They shall trample every foe,

For their slogan’s human brotherhoog
Everywhere they go,

They shall up the bars from prisons,

They will wreek each dungeon cell,

They will libevate the viotims N
Of the boss-created hell

They will level sacial barriers
And by reason of their might
Eradicate for gver f

The ruling ,pafasjlte

They will irample class distinetion

In the mud beneath their heels

For tomorrow's ruling clgss shall ¢ome
From factories, mines and fields.

They will raise the searlet banner
And beneath its folds unfurled -

Shall meet a congress of the workers /

In a federation of the world!

:}S?h.qchfmqn Meeting
In Los Angeles - - .

HITLERISM

Place: STUDIO HALL,

TORIUM, 9TH AND GRAND
Auspices:. WORKERS PARTY

‘Subjéct: THE PROGRAM FOR SMASHING

Time: TUESDAY, MAY 13, AT 8:00 P.M.
EMBASSY AUDI-
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San Francisco May Day Meeting —

TUESDAY APRIL 29—8 P. M.
628 Montgomery $t.-Room 223 §. F,

Burying
A Story

"Il is only because we searched
veryediligently in our daily paper
that we finally found the story of
the repoert of the Senafe Civil Lib-
erties Committee placing sole re-
sponsibility  forr the 1937 Little
Steel strike on the companies.

The story wa® buried way back
among the very lasf pages of our
morning paper.

The front page of the paper,

you see, was occupied that morn- .
ing with stories dlamding labor for
strikkes, which probably ascounts
for the poor position that storv
rated.
* It wouldn't have logked good, if
the newspaper 'blasted away at
the unions while the Senate com-
mittee said that “serious interrup-
lions of defense production will
result if the companies do not al-
ter their policy of flouting the la-
bor laws."—From an editorial in
The CIO Aircraft Organizer.

Strikes--

(Continaed from page 1)
You are not supposed to remember,

folks, that Mr. Knudsen's sale-depos- - -

it vauli ig no doubt stacked high with
GM stocks and bepnds, from which
paper he expects big profits squeezed
from labor—while he is holding his
sacrificial $1-a-vear job with the gov-
ermment,

8o, come on, folks—all out to keep
the neeks of the workers where GM
wants them! And, hy the way, don't
Wy to pull your own pecks aut of the
way ar you lpo will become “erimi-
nals.” e

; L

The southern’ coal operators §till
refuse to grant the TUnited Mine
Workers' demands that wage difier-
entials between North ang South,be
abolished. The following excellent
argument for granting the union de-
mand dees nbt come from the union,
but from the northern operators:

. transporiation diffeventials
have been wiped oui as a compett-
tive fuctor by applicatian of the Guf-
fey ‘Coal Act to minimum prices, The
southern coal price al the mines is
exactly the same 23 the northern

- cpal price, affer freight rates have

been taken - into consideration and
the transp,orta.t:on d:l;!erentia,ls wiped
out by the Guffey Act.”

However, the morality of the profi
game cals for the southern operat-
ors’ holding out for their « 40..cenlts

_wage differential. It doesn’t need an
2 pfeid

Bintteir to- figurd out 4hat 40 *cents ’
less wvages -to each..miner.. per ‘day

adds up Jdo a noticeable amounl of

profit. So much do the souihern

bosses haie to part with this tidbit

that they have acquired a touching

altachment to the nation’s capital

and Will not go to New York to ne-

gotiale with the UMWA.

Meanwhile these bourbons are Te-
sponsible for the idleness of some
400,000 miiners, fof a growing short-
age of coal and for holding up the
war program—in which Representa-
tie Sumners gnd Mr. Knudsen "are
both vitally interested.

To date, however, the formgr hags
not recommended the clectric chair
for the guilty bosses, nor has the
latter called them criminals.

Neither do these "impartial” boss
politicigns and their ilk consider it
criminal that the southern bourbons
are using their old brulal tactics
against the sirikers, Mr., Lewis
stated:

IL“l'léieml:ie-.rs.‘ of our un,tan m that
areq are threatened with coptinuing
lockouts, with withdrawal of credit
in company stores, possible eviotions
from thetr hemes and their ¢ivil lik-
erties desiroyed throngh a return of
the-rule of the company gummen in
the southern miping communifies,”

But the miners have learned the .
lesson of “divide and LOSE." They
are holding strong in the north, mid-
dle wesl and south. More power to
them! .

b |

There is an old saying that is hard
to teach old elephanis new tricks,
The only hesitancy ! have in using
this adage ‘in relation io Henry Ford
is that elephants are such nice ani-
mals.

Anyway. no sooner did the mern re~
furn to the planis than it became evi-
dent that Ford didn't learn every-
thing he should have from the great

] A WORKER. militant strike his workers pul up.
Aprlll(}, 1941, ) (Continued on page 1

LABOR ACTION
114 W, 14¢h Street
New York City

Dear Friends:

1 am interested in learning more about the Workers Port,l and
its hght against the bosses’ war piqns.

A History of May Day; May Day 1941 Nome _ o
o
Auspuces of the Workers Party, 628 Montgomery St., Room 223 §. E. Address . .
_ ADMISSION — — ~ FREE , Il Ciy B SO
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“Private’” vs. “Public’’ Wealth

The following figures ore taken from o table show-
ing the total assessed voluation of the 48 states of
the union, on the one hand, and the total assets of
the 30 biggest U.5. corporations on the other.

Billions
New York (richest state} ... . '$2570
Wisconsin (tenth richest state} . . ... 4.80
Metropolitan Life Ins, Co. {richest corp.) . 4,23
American Tel. & Tel. Co. (No. 2 corp.) ... 3.99
Missouri (No. 11 state) yome e 3.80

Prudential Ins. Co. (No. 3 corp.) ... L3392

Connecticut (Ne, 14 state} ... 290
Pennsylvania Roilroad Co. (No. 4 corp.}.,....‘ 2.86
Mutual Life Ins. Co. {No. 18 corp. ______________ 1.24

Oklahoma (Mo, 25 state) ... 122
Bankers Trust Co. {poorast of 30 corps.} N
Alobama (No. 30 state) ... .. .

(Followed by 18 other states, ali of them with less
wealth within their borders thon the assets of the
smallest of the 3C corporations.}

Workers Party
Program Is---

CONSCRIPT THE W AR INDUSTRIES
UNDER WORKERS® CONTROL!

The government does not-hesitate to conscript the
lives of the people. Without giving that oar ap-
proval, but rather conderaning it, we demand that
the governmeni conscript the war industries, the
property of the plutocrats, and put them ander the
control of the workers. Profita and graft while
workers are dying are a double outrage!

THIRTY HOURS A WEEK!
MINIMUM $30 A WEEK!

Time and a half wages for overtime ahove 30
hours. For increased “ages to meet the rising
cost of hvmg

NO GOV ERNMENT CONTRACT
WITHOUT 4 UNION CONTRACT’

No plart is to De given a governmenl war male-
rials contract unless it has signed a contrael with
tiie union on the union standards.

A CAPITAL LEVY TO COVER THE W AR
COSTS! NO INDIRECT TAXES ON THE'
PEOPLE! ,

" No .gales ‘taxes, no. mmbn"ﬁlens o the werkers,
farmers and lower middle classes. All federal
funds for the year to he raised hy a steeply pro-
gredsive fax on all incomes ahove 510 000 a year,
and a levy on capital.

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE ON WAR!

" FOR THE CONSCRIPTS:

Fornier employers must pay the wage differential
and guarantee the return of the joh. Double the
wages of the conscripts! This is an elementary
demand and a modest one, 10 begin with. The
right of the soldiers to organize and.to bargain
collectively with the officers. Conscripts should
certainly not have less rights than workers. The
right of the =oldiers to free speech, free pr ess and
\ asaembiy in the camps.

DOWN WITH JIM-CROW
AND ANTL-SEMITISM!

For complete economic, social and political equal-
ity for the Negroes in the country at large and es-
pecially in the army. .

DOWN WITH ANTI-LABOR, ANTI-DEMO-
CRATIC, ANTI-LALIEN LEGISLATION!
WORKERS® DEFENSE GUARDS ! y
A PEQPLE’S ARMY !

!

There are already hundreds of workmg class and
irade union riffe elubs in the couniry. Let them
expand, take in and train new members, unite on
a national scale! Down with conseription and cap-
jlalist militarism—organize the armed and trained
defense of the workers, for the workers am] by
the workers! :

AN INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY AND
A WORKERS’ GOVERNMENT! ‘

May Day Dinner, Party!
- AT
MARINI’'S
. 9 EAST 22nd ST., 7:00. P.M.

Feliow workers . . . we end our May Day Cglebra-
tion this year with a real FEAST—from entree to
dessert. Followed by dancing. Bring your friends
ond relations . . . Com¥, renew old friendships,
meet new faces . . , Tickets are 75 cents. '

_ For Reservationsl(fau At
New York City Party Office—Il14 W. 14th St.
or phone CHelseu 2-9G81

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLYY

Who C

1he Monopoly Committee Makes lts Final Report

‘

1. The Mountain Brings
Forth a Mouse

On April 29, 1938, President Roosevelt sent a
message Lo Congress calling for *a thorough siudy
of the concentration of economic power in Ainer-
ican indusiry.” A few days later the Temporary
Natjonal Econemic Committee thetter known as
“the Monopoly Committee”) was born. It has been
holding hearings and issuing reporls ever since.
Last week, after three years of activity, the Mo-
nopoly Committee closed up shop. It had spent
$1,062,000, had once had a staff of 182 experts, had
looked into 95 different industries and heard 557
witnesses. It leaves behing it as a permanent rec-
ord, 37 volumes of testimonv. nlus 43 exhaus‘twe
ecoromic studies in special fields.

Out of 21l this you would expect something
pretiy formidable fo come. Both Roosevelt in his
1938 speech and Chairman O'Mahoney of the Com-
mittee in his closing statement talk much of the
conneclion between big business and faseism, and
express doubts as to whether the “démceratic way
of -1ife” can be preserved unless the growth. of
monopely i3 checked. What does the conumitiee
propose lo do about it? The recommendations in
its final report boll down to: (1} beiter enforce-
ment of the Sherman Anti-Trust Laws; {2} changes
in present patent laws. to make it harder for pail-
ents to be used as a base for monopoly; {3} Fed-
eral chartering of interéiate corporations (instead
of leaving this in.the hands of 1the states, as today);
(4) encouraging small buginess .by government-
guaranteed loans. . ,

All of these measures were proposed long be-
fore the Monopaly Commitlee began iis studies:
all of them are the mildest, most timid sort of re-
form gestures. The general press comment on the
Monopoly Commitiee’s final report, was well sum-
med up in Time: “With all the ammunition stored
up, a terrific broadside migh! have been expected.
Instead, the committee rolled a rusty BB gun into
place, pinged at the nation's economic prob-
lems ... " :

i .
SON TH' OTHER HAND, NOT $0 FAST'

In & word, although--as we shall presenily see
—the Monopoly Commillee discovered an even
greaier concentration of economic power than it
cxpected to find, iis final report proposes to do pre-

. cisely nothing about it, There's nothing mysterious

aboul the reason for this. Chalrman O'Mahoney
states it 'clearly at the beginning of his final state-
ment for the committee: “No member of this com-
mittee and no person in any way affiliated with it
has ever made any suggestion io the chairman or

'to the committee lhe purpose of which was {o do

other fhan strengthen our traditional economic
and political order. . . . I believe therefore that

our final report should begin with a definite and
.- - Pl . .
unequivoeal deelaration” of pur faith in free enter-

prise.”

The same note was struck lhree years earlier
in the Presidential message which called the com-
miitee inle being. Referring to “unhappy events
abroad,” the President warned Congress that de-
mocracy was not safe if “the people tolerate the
growth of privale power to a point where il be-
comes stronger than their demceratic state itseif.

. Among us today a conceniration of privaté
power without egual in history is growing.” The
President also made it clear, however, that 'his
proposal “is not intended as the beginning of any
ill-congidered ‘trusi-busting’ activity,” Quite the
contrary, he insisied that his main concern was
“to preserve private enterprise for profit.”

The difflenlty is a sipaple one. The United Btates
toddy is dominated, politically and economically,
by a few hondred huge corporatiens, banks and
insurance compantes. These are controlled by a
few hunndred thousand execuiives and big invest-

ors. This is that “growik of private power” which -

Roosevelt and O’Mahoney wani te destroy—and
this is also that system of “privale enterprise for
profit” which these gentlemen want to protect.

Both jobs can't be done at once—at least not by’

{he same political leaders. Bul it is not, te Roose-
velt's interest to recognize this simple troth,

And so his 1938 niessage 1o Congress was a
Presidential monopoly message in the classic
American {radition; which goes right back to the
Sherman Anti-Trust Law of 1890. To it can be
applied the comment of Mr. Docley on a similar
message to Congress by Roosevelt the First some
40 years ago:

“The irusis, says he, are heejous monsthers
built ‘np by enlightened intherprise iv th' men
that have deone’ so much to advance Dpregress in
our beloved comniry, he says. On wan hand I wud
stamp thim onder fof; on th’' other hand, nef so
fast.”

The Monopoly Com1ttee has produced much

data of the greatest- value and interest for all stu- -

dents of the American economic systern. There is
a great deal of material in its published record
which the labor movemeni can use effectively in
its fight. But that its recommendations for AC-
TION, even if put through Congress tomorrow,

_would sclve none of the problems the committee

was created Lo study—this is agreed on by bour-
geois as well as Marxist commentators. And the
reason (g that this-is a class society and thst the
commitlee approached, these probleras—oef unem-
ployment, poverty, economic disorganization—{rom
the point of view of the ruling ¢lass. that is, of
those very trusts and monopolies which have cre-
ated these problems in the first place. In the im-

mortal words of Chairman O'Mahoney, early in

the commitice's history:

“We of the committes m:gm just as well be sit-
ting on the other sifié of the table [that is, with the
monopolists bemg mvest:gated] Ounr interests are
realHy the same.

R
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A Series on"the Aircraft lndu' "

2. The American Ruling
Class Sits for Its Portrait

In ils three-year study of the American econ-
omy, the Monopoly Committee built up the most
compleie picture we have of the tremendous con-
ceniration of economic power in a few hands that
has been going on in this country in the last 40
years, Its findings may be summed up very sketch-
ily here under three heads: (1) the sheer size of
big business in America today; (2) the dominating
position of the big corporatiom in the American
economy; (8} the tremendous concentration of
wealth at one end of the socin! scale amd the
equally striking poverty of the great mass of the
American people.

{1} THE BIGNESS OF BIG BUSINESS

To bring home the huge size of the gregt Amer-
ican corporations, the Monopoly Committee adopt-
ed a dramatic device, It listed, in order of asset
value, the 48 states and the 30 biggest corpoera-
tions. This table is reproduced on this page. Note
that only ten staies have total assessed property
within their borders o¢f greater value than the as-
sets of the two biggest corporations:
politan Life Insurance Co. and the American Tele-
phone & Telegraph Co. Also that, at the other end
of the scale, there ave 18 states which are “worth™
less than the smallest of the 30 higgest corpora-
tions. These- figures cause even Chairman O'Ma-
honey of the commitiee to raise the gquestion: “In
popular discussion, these corporations are regarded
as ‘private enterprise’ But how private is such
enterprise after all?” - .

(2) AN ECONOMY OF PRIVATE MONOFOLY J

The commitiee aralyzed the production of 1,807
manufactured products—a fair cross-section of the
entire productive system. If found that for one-
hall of these products—ranging from clgareties lo
steel ingots—the four bigpest manufacturers in
ithe field accounted for 75 per cent or rore af the
{otal U. 8. output. A quarier of these products
were found io be “extremely econcentrated"—that
iz, the “b}g four” in the fielgd produced much more
than 75 per cent of the total output. - -

There has been a sleady increase in the power
of the big. corporations for the past three decades,
the commitiee found. In 1937, although “central
office” establishmenis were only 3.8 per cent of
the total number, they employed 51 per cent of all
wage earnerg (as againsl only 47 per cent in 1929}
and produced 61 per cent of the value of all manu-
factured producis (only 54 per cent in 1929},

So. too, with corporate assets.” There;is a “pro-
jetariat™ and an “aristocracy”.among cc(rporatlons
In 1837, the 228,721 American corporalions with
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Loads of Money— Nof for ihe Worker

situation at a time when aviation

By BOB FELLOWES
Aireraft Worker

(Continued from last issue}

The aviation bosses are still me-
tivated as before by only one
thought—how can they make more
millions of dollars? Democracy? Fas-
cism? Bah! Don't be sentimenial
Heow can we make profits?

Many aircraft companies,” when
hiring a worker, check on his refer-
ences, speak to his minister, finger-
print him, put a piciure on him,
give' him a number and sedreh him
when he enters or leaves the fac-
tory. They don't trust the worker.

He may be a fifth columnist, gon't

vou see! Yet the Douglas Aircraft
Corp. made an agreement with the
Japanese Nakojina Aircraft Corp.
permilting the Japanese representa-
tives io have full access to their fac-
tory in California.

In spite of the various expori laws,
Japan continues to receive large
guantities of aivcraft accessories and
parts as well as new American de-
signs. But don't think this is all one-
sided. To show they are impartial,
Douglas, with Curtiss - Wright, is
building a plant in China {o sell
planes to China. Ain't pay-lrietisin
grand?

Some of the companies feel ihat
there are tooe many restrictions on
them in the U.5. So they have built
plants in Canada. In Cenads there
are no restriclions on profits, neor
are there iob many unjons io worcy
about. Among such companies are
Boeing, Consclidated,.Pratt & Whit-
ney. .

Lockheed has interests in France,
while United Aireraft, Curtiss-
Wright and Repubiic have vatious
interests in Epgland. No wonder
they are so intergsted in defending
democracy and- their right to make

profits in England, France, China
and elsewhere. But don't tell the.
workers thal. Tell them you are

" fighting  for democracy.

“Good Will” Pays

‘The “good neighber” policy has re-
sulted in the Pan Ameritan lines
(owned by Morgan} reécciving over
a periad of years $48.429,457 from the
government for spreading good will
Nol bad, eh!
© Il is appareni from ihe, récord,
thal the American aviatfon bosses
are. as corrupf, wvenal,
and anti-labor as any similar boss. in
{"rﬂmanv or Haly could ever hope
m he, -

PART Il

aireraft workers are much lower

reactionary

The aviation worker is one of the
most underpaid workers in the U.S.:
This is underslandable when you
compare the millions of dollars that
the bosses make as a résult of the
labor of the aircraft worker to. the
smazll wage he gets in refurn. -

" What the Bosses Do

More specifically there are execu-
tives in aircrafi wlio receive salaries
ranging from $25600 fo $90,000 a

year.
Whati ave the functions of execu-
tives? Do they labor, sweat and

work under the same oppressive
conditions thal {heir men do?

The funclions of these officials al'e
generally limited 1o making contact
with some politician or dollar-a-year
man in order to get a nice juicy con-
tract. Somelimes they are merely
dummy presidenis having such an
honor because they own a
share of stock in the company.

But what of the men who work ten
or twelve hows a day and then off
to bed? What do they get for mak-
ing possible $25000 a year salaeries
for some executive who doesn’t know
the difference beiween a rivel and a
halep in the ground?

What the Men Are Paid

¢ On the East Coast in the wealthi-
est ceniers of the couniry, the air-
ecrafl workers receive an average of
5215 cents to 87 cenis per hour tops.
In fhe Middle West, wages range
from 47 cents to 72 cenls per hour.
While on the Wesl Coast, the cenler
of ihe indusiry, rvates go from 57
cents 1o 72 cents per hour.

One of the richest companies in
aircrafl, Curiiss-Wright,/pays its men
%18 a week tp start with. Quite a sal-
ary for a married. man.with a family.
‘At Glenn L. Matrtin, perhaps the
biggeslt plant on the Eas\ Coausl,
workers receive an average of $22.40
a week. "~ Only recenily President
Roosevelt saved Glenn L. Mavtin
$2,000,600 in iaxes by signing a bill
Jimjting the excess profits 'tpx faw.
Bui you don't see any of the Martin
workers gelting any. part. of that
saving.

At 1he wvarious plants located in
Texas, Wichita and the South., ihe
rates may average 40 lo 45 cents an
hour. Of course if you dow't like
these wages, the bosses say you ¢an
join the US Army and get $21 &
month., Some run around!

These are but a few of the besi

" sapples .of wages paid in the rich-

est country in the world by one of
l.he nchest mdusirles

large

'I‘hls is the

milliongires are making more and
more millions with more to come.

Schaol Rackef

Papers play up the aireraft worker
as wearing a silk shirt and drinking
champagne. Let one of these news-
paper gents come into ‘the factory
and put hig soft carcass to work for
$22 a week. I'll bet he'll sing a dif-
ferenl lune.

Many young workers are fleeced
by the companies and their officials
through the school racket. Whereas
normally the factory would have to
pay the begipner {o work in the fac-
tory, they now open a school and
chargé $100 or so and at the same
time have the student do actual pro-
duction for nothing. These guys run-
ning the industry are letling no op-
poriunity get away for making mon-
ey off the workers.

Workiong conditions in many of the
planis -are very poor. Spraying poi-
sonous chemicals in  the air has
harmed many workers., Aluminum
poisoning occurs frequently.

Add to ihis the consiant presence
of guards. You are scrutinized from
the moment you entér {o the moment
vou leave. In some of the faglories
it's like living in a prison.

Flock into Union

It is, therefore, not surprising that
many workers are flocking into the
aircraft section of the UAW-CIQ.
For here zi leasl they have z means
of uniting their strength to protect
themselves against their common
enemy, the boss. In rapid succession
the following plants have been or-
ganized recently: Vuliee, Rangers,
Nosth  American, Ryan, Harvill,
Briggs, B. H. Ajrcraft Co., Western
Aero Solar, Alcoa and Bell. The
UAW is now irying lo organize Con-
golidated, Mariin, Wright, Douglas,
ele.

The average minimwmn union wage
is 62 cents an hour. The highest
minimum wage is at Briggs in De-
troit with 75 cents an hour.

One of the few closed shops in
Aircrait is Brewsler Aero Corp. Here
they earn 55 cents for the first four
months and then up to 62 cents an
hour. The average hourly wage at
Brewster is about 67 cenis an hour.
Qvertime is unsteady and no full ad-
vantage is taken of the closed shop

_passibilities.

Al Bendix Aviation, slrongly ar-
ganized by 1lhe UAW, wages range
from 68 cents to'75 cents an hour
for .a beginner to 94 cents per hour
‘for the skilled operators.
~ As awhole the-wages-of the union

-iheir attitude.

than the strongly organized auto in-
dustry. The hourly average of the
aviation worker is 73 c¢ents while
that of the auto workers is §5 cenis
rer hour.

All of the existing standards are,
however, nowhere sufficient for the
aviation worker 1o support himself
or raise = family. Yet it was and
still is possible for the unions to get
a 7% cents mlmmum for their mem-
bership.

1

Unions Ceuld Geif More'
In the Vultee strike, which was a

key strike, the UAW leadership did -

not use every possible means 1o
reach the 75 cent minimumn. They
were ioo eager Lo appease the reac-
tionaries- as 1o their respectability
an¢g pairiotism, In the first place, the
Vultee Co. had = $29.000,080 coniract
wilth the Army that contained an es-
calator c¢lause which permits the
company to charge the government
more if i{s cosis go up. If publicity
had been given to this clause, the
union wguld have heen in a better
position.

Secondly, the company 1tsel£ later
admitled that the aciual cost of the
raise would not amount {0 more than.
$150,006 or $200,080, the price of a
few planes. I is fairly obvious that
if the UAW had concentrated all na-
tional forces on Vultee more than
62l cents could ‘have been oblained.
In their eagerness not t¢ offend the
Roosevelt Administration the UAW
officials permitted a low .standavd to
be established. This sgtandard has
kept the demands of other lgeals
down te lhe same rate—82 or 62'%
cents:

Similarly al Brewster there was
an opportunity to oblain a 75 cent
minmum. All ilde men had voted sel-
idly for that minimum. Yet the
union leadership deliberately set
themselves the shameful
bringing down the demand {o 80
cenis. The aititude of the member-
ship finally made.them agree to 62
cents. Yet il the union bhad taken

“the matter to arbitration and Anally

ihreatened with a strike, they could
have oblained a few cents”more.

The union leaders have lo change
They are tog much
in a bhurry to appear “respectable”
to the bosses. The moment the
bosses call them reds, their knees
knoek., They've got to stick up rhueh
more for the rights of the workers.
To hell with the bosses. The guys
who are paying you your wages are
the membets of your ‘union.
¢come frst

(Cantmucd on: par;e 6)
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assets of less than $50,000 each were 55 per cerit ofr

the Metro- .

4

the total number of corporations, but between
them owned less than 1% per cent.-of the national

curporate assets. At the other end of the scale, the:

394 biggest corporations—less than 1/18 of 1 per
cent of the tota] number of corporat:ons—-ownui
almost 45 per cent of all corporate assets. -

And so, too, finally, with income. In 1829, tha
3/10 of 1 per cent pf the nation's corporatlons

which had assets of over $1,000,000 swallowed no -
less than 80 per vent of the total corporation in-
come. And in 1937, {he “lit{le fellows” (those with '
an annnal income of less than $5,068), constituting .
83 per cent of afl carporation, received consider~ !

ably less than 2 per ceni of the fotal corporato -
come, while the “big fellows” (these with mnkl

tncomes of $5,600, 000 or more) recetved 40 per cent I
When Roosevelt speaks of-
“private enterprise,” he means, economically, big: .

of the tofal income,

business. The littie busginess man has long ceased
to have much economic signiﬂcance——Pr power.

$. PLUFOCRACY AND POVERTY

The real pofitical dynamite in the commitiee’s.
findings lies in the terrible contrast Hs siatisties’

reveal beiween the wealth of a few hundred: thon-
sand coitizens of this great “democracy” and the

poverty of the vast majority of the.inhabitanis of

the richest comniry in the world.

First of all, the committee shows clearly thal
the gigantic corporations which conirel the' Amer-
ican economy (and government} are in their t“u'm
held fight in the fists of a few big stockholders.

The next time you read about the wide dlsiri-
bution of stock holdings in the big corporationg
the £40,600 widows and erphans who “own” AT&T,
for instance—remember these two facts: (1) in

recént years, less than 1 per cent of the nation's .

families have received over hailf the total divi-

dénds, and 1/10 of | per cent have received 35 per -

cent of all dividends; (2) even within the group of}
families receiving dividends, the same concentrs-
tion pccurs, so that 11 per cent.of the dividend-
receiving families got two-thirds of the total divi-
dend distribution.

And the next time you read of how the policies
of these huge corporations are democratically de-
cided by majority vote of their millions of stock-
holders, remember these two facts: (1) the 20 big-

gest stockholders in the 200 biggest corporations.
, between them held, on the average, one-third of.
the total voting stock (enough, ordinarily, to in-.
(2) in 40

sure actual control of the corporations);
per cent of these 200 biggest porporations, contml
was held either in one family or in a small group
of families.” Finally: “Fifteen of the 200 greai

corporations were conlrolled by three families (t:_he :_
and ~ their" -
holdings in these corporations were valued -at

duPonts, Rockefellers and Mellons}

$1,400,800,000."

So much for who RUNS the econamy. Tl}p_
evidence is even more striking as to who BENE-
FITS from the American economy. Who gets the

gravy, to put it crudely.

“In 1936,” reports the commitiee, “the Towdr

Lworthirds, gii,tgez,ggt}nn,agipwme groeps had gnly {

negative savings” The term “negative savings” |5
a polite way of saying that two out of three Amer-
tcan families that year had to spend more than
their income in order to keep alive. “The bottalii’
third went into the red to the extent of $1,207,000}-
008 and the middle third to $252,000,000. The tnp
third, on the other hand, saved $7,437,000,000. To
put this in another way: if the whole population
were divided into equal numerical groups of, 2,750~

- 000 families each, the top 10 per cent, with incpmu::

over $4,600, saved 86 per cent of the fotal savings
made in 1929, while the second 10 per cent, with

incomes ranging from $3,100 to $4,600, saved 12 peér -

cent, and the other 2 per cenl of savings were ac-
counted for by the remaining 80 per {cent of the
population.”

Another facl, which lhe committee does wol
dwell on but which is indirectly stated in the quo-
tation just given, is thai the vast majority of the
FAMILIES- of this countr};-—-eight out of every
ten—live on a FAMILY Income of less than $3,100
a year, - e

"A VERY IMFFICULT MATTER"

The main line of ilie commilieg's reasoning on
fhis crucial question of the weallh of the fpw and
the poverty of .the many, can be summed up as
follows:

1. “Fully one-half of all corporate stock divi
dends are received by less than 75,000 persons of
the 130,000:000 who inhabit the United States.”

2. “These evidences of ownership, however,
are only part of the story. The conirel of the re-
sources of the country resls in even fewer hands.”

3. “The contrast between the $7.000,600,000 of .

savings in the upper third of the population- and

the $2,000,000.000 of dis-savings in the lower third:

suggests that some levelling off of the income pyrs
amid would result in the immediatg betterment of
the position of the lower third, without depriving
the country of any needed fands for investment.
. How to implement, \such reasoning is a very
d]fﬁcult maiter, however..'
A very difficult matier, indced! Especially xl’
you start off with the aim se frankly announced.
by Chalrman O’Mahoney in his final statemenﬁ

“to strengthen our traditienal economic and: polih- s

cal order.”
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When ihe ,war hysteria was whipbed up }ast shring after lhe
aoliapse of France .and America began its vasl pfeparafions for
imperialist war, the labor movement began to take it on the-chin.

The steel and auto, and rubber and shipping barons grabbed up
the\.juicy, war orders and lhe profits started to roll in. Big busi-
nesg was happy. Fabulous profits were guaranieed by the govern:
menf

< Ahd the press, and radio, and movlg.s, and the pulpit were tiséd

fo i’ah & ﬂammg fire of “patriotism" which was dirgcted against
tht‘ éntire labér movement. In the name of “national defense.”

- uninn coﬁtracts werg violated, men forced to work ovértime, con-

ditichs ignoved and strikes stigmatizeg. To protest was “unpa-
- riotic.”
e Isbor-haters and the red-baiters had a field day. The prési-
denhal eléction was suspicious and, as we prédicted, was provéd 15
bé photéy. Beth Wilikie and Roosevéli had the sarbe program-+

" Bave. Wall Streét’s investments abroad and profits at hoine.

. Thé CI0 and AFL conventions reflected the préssure of the
- iifion-haters against organized labor. The AFL buréaucrats

shfiekéd their servility and patriofism; the CIO leaders fumbled

éro'urid Lewis blundering into suppert of Willkie, and Hillmsan
Becoming office oy for Roosevéit.
HWnable io see .firther aliead than their hoses and dues pay-

| Hehss, the labor bureéaucrats cowed before fhe thunderous cfash
. of world and domestic events. They knew fhat the program of big

Businiess and its lsckeys, the pot-belied senators and congressinen
an& 1oeal polititians, Was o smash the Ghions. But fhe bureai:
crats were afraid to say .so, let alorre fight seriously against this
anti-union drive.

. The &10 top leaders held out better against the, pr‘essure than
the ‘desplcable William (reen and his associates, altbioligh Sidney
Hallman did his best to prove thai within the CIO he could be as
blg a scoqndrel as Green was in the AFL.

| “LET’S GET OURS!”
] ) .
L o - - - - s L LT
Under the‘guise of “fiational unity” the politicians introduced
. Jegistation designed to make slaves of the men who {eil in the fac-
tories. Lynch speeches against labor and howls &bout “Commisnist
pibid” proved to be ihe favorite sport of the congressiohal wind-
hags.
Conseription was used as a threat dgainst sirikers. While big
business weni hog-wild making dough, every conceivablé tirick and
. deévice was used to curb and smash the labor movement.

. And then, just when the big shots thoughti they had things their
way-—like {hie French capitalists thought they had—and life looked
rosy for Ford. and Dupont, and Grace, and Morgan; and Rocke-
felter, and others, the silent voice pf the shop workers was heard!

“The Wig shots are getiing thelrs, let’s get ours! My wife Is
. rdistng hel aboud food prices going up. I'm tired of Working like
-g.dog, and being kicked around, I can geét another job if T have to.

Let’s 46 sethething about it I hundréds of shops thousands of
workéts were talking like this during the few mihutés of lunch
thtine, or while they were punching thé clock card, of going home
‘on-the bus.

The newspapers didn't carry page obné stories about thig rising

Fentiment of disgust, of reseniment, and of being just plain fed up

; w1th things. The newspapers were too busy preaching that the
Mworkers must sacrifice” while the big boys got fatier and richer.
On top of that, lhe very peopte who spoke piously about an-
other “war for dechracy
when it came fo a simple’ Eferﬁocratlc tighf—the right to organize

and fo bargain coTlectwelyw Andr that was the final straw. .

—

VULTEE MEN WI N

flacia

. ‘I‘h’e st opeh expression of the ieeLMgB of the men in 'the shops

¢arhe ih douthern Catifornia at the Vuliee plant.

Ttie Vultee rhen were being organized inte 1hé CIO ahd getting
~kieked arownd for doihg it. They were fold io be salisfied with &
1gusy 50 cénts an hibur while thé compbny was guaranieed 12 per
gt ciéar profit after all expehses, taxes gnd bond interést wag
paid.

. S0 the mén hit the pavemeni. Do you remernber the “shock”
" ‘the. manufacturers goy; when thei happened? How Martin Dies
screamed about “red plots?”

A May Day Message to Worki

By SUSAN GHEEN

* The working women of America have a giorlous record of
strugele, of which they can be very proud. The power wielded by
““labor today is the result of bitter combat, froim Which women and
Hieh have drawn strengdth and wisdom. On this May Da¥y, the inter-
fiatlotidl heliday of the workers of the world, working men and
worngh ¢in join hands if mutual esteem a5 camrades in a good
ﬂgbt

Thie explofters and deceivers of thie workers point.a tfiwihphant
ﬂﬁger st the réceni agreement between Big Steel and the ¢io and
say: “Where else in the world can labor sit down with the big
mdustrlal magnates and with represenfafives of ihé government
Hrd Wc;rk out an agréement sJ beneficial to labor?” Such a thing,
théy ey, cén only happen in this great American demoeracy.

" Thérefore, continues this tricky argument, let every mother's sof
£o get his gun and fight for this grand and gioricus démocracy.

LARGE FOUGHT FOR ITS GAINS

(Al this is as false as that beautiful set of new teeth in the head
of ‘an old man. Américan deniccracy never hinded the waorkers
anything on a silver platter. Whatever gains the American work-
“ing €ldss has made it FOUGHT FOR. Industrial magnates and gov-
efnment_ representatives sit down with labor BECAUSE THEY
HAVE TO. American labor is STRONG. It knows how i¢ close
dow\m huge planis like Ford's and how to Keep them closed. It
‘kiiws how to stop the fRow of profits into the bulging pockets of
the bosses. That is their talking point.

L Labor has gained this strengih and knowledge over long years

of. ﬂerce fighting—s{rugglés that fave ¥iled up fhany marlyrs w0
the cause. And every inch of the way ihe workers have been at-

o “tacked, not only by the private thugs of the bosses but by ihe city.
state. and federal forces of “lhis ireat American democracy.” With
ils laws and with its guns Ametican “democracy” has sought to
keep. the working class down., IT HAS NOT SUCCEEDED.

In all these battles the women have done their $hare. Théy have

Y, foughf. bravely on their own, striking for unions, wages and condi-

tlons. and picketing shoulder to shoulder with the rnen. They have

| ul30 participated as fighting partners of their striking husbands. as

fighting partners of theiv striking sons.

IN STEEL AND IN TEXTILE

In 18:9 during the great-strike that first shook the feudal foun~
dations of the steel ingustry which now is forced to sign with the
- ¢IO, the women stood by théir mer for three and a half long
mdnths, Those were tfie déys of Burleson and Palmer, when the
Tevolts of tie Europesn workers produced siich hysterical fear and
hatvéd in the ruling class Bere that po terror against the ‘wérkers
Aras ferrible enough. In the steel districts the Cossacks of Ameriéan
idemperacy’” ruleg supreme. Every vestige of frée speech, .press,
:nshembly was gofie. For weeks at a time strike‘r:i were, xsolat,ed

3 ,.. o Trom each other, without erganizers, w:thout strilie Bulleting: ;The

,ﬁg‘bth‘!ﬁd g‘ﬁﬂmd‘l‘i i-'fﬂf §6 18T a5t éhﬁ?gé into groups of chlldren

kicked, the, unions right in, the face .,

-

home and in this society under which we exist.

- that fought the giant corporations to a standstiil.

A L PR

force the men back to work? How Bidney Hillman tried to dis-
credii the strikers? .

But the men stuck together. You cohidnt fool themn with the
talk ‘about “ckippling rdtional defense” They knetv they deserved
better cohsideratioh, highet wages, betieér tohditions. '

Fhe Vultee strikers won! They proved again what the fright-
ehed laber burebucrats didn't believe, namely, that you can strike
aud you can win if you don’t Tool akound. .

News of this victory Hashed throughoit the country it stirred
the hearis of the Harvester plant workers, the steel workers, the
auto workers itnd othet rhass production employees. “WE CAN
DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT .

And they did!

The Vultee strike reminded them of the gloFous days of the

CIO arid the lessons of the Gobdyésf strike, the Géneral Motofs

sitdowns, the Little Stesl.stfike, when the manufacturers trembled
before the chalienge, *The CIO is on ihe fharch!”

A shefp pick-up in dues paymenfs and parlicipation in the

unions was neiiceable thioughout the fountry. And nion organ- -

izatlon drives weére meeting wilth shiccéss.

ALLIS-CHALMERS

Our movement takes gieat pride in the aceomplishinents of the American workers since last May Day
hecause we have becoine an widivisible part of those struggles.

Toward thoge thousands of anonymous workers. who shut down! Fordly and Beiblehem, and- Aiha-—Chai
tners, and Vuliee we feel the strongest bond of solidarity:
froni that of the working class. Ns victories and defﬂits, its !aughler and -its tears, we share-in the plant, at

We curse—and try to remedy-—the fact that our forces are yet so small that we sre unalile to take
greatet reaponsibility and miore work id thé union ¥ovement. A brion buttoh s a badge of hol‘:or ih oitk
ranks, as it i3 everywhere ‘wheii good union men meet, ‘

And while we have much respect for the AFL rank and file and séme of the militant 1 unions within that
organization, we ate pro-CIO. For the futuré of the labes movement rests with the ClO. " - . /

The CIO organizéd thé mass prodiiction industries. And it is primarily the CIO uniofis in the past year

= — MAY DAY 1940 TO MAY DAY, 1941--A YEAR OF LABOR STRUGGLE
We Are Proud of American Labor’s Vzctorzes

-
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The revolufionary movement has no life apart

o>

imartyrs. But for thosa wotkers who didn't remember that strug-
gle there was & more recent remindét of Chicdzo police brutality,
backed by the governibent.

- When the CIO boys formed picket lines by the Harvester planis,
ihiey knéw that tholisards of blue-caaled thufs wolld be oul there
tryifig lo ctish thefn. They eath askéd {henisélves: “Will theré be
andthér Memiotial Day masdacte? Will weé be shot down like dogs.
‘elubbed, Iramed, blackjacked again?" -

For two Ifefimes cotldn't etase the horebt of that Memerial Day

" when the Chicage tops went béfserk. When thé f..stli’e Steel strike

was broken ih a Bath of blood, while Président Rodsévell tapped

- his cigarefté holder ahid nonchalanﬁy declaréd "A -plague on both

yom hottges”

The Harvester strikeis took thefr places in the front ranks of
Isbor fighters iri our history when ihey went-out lu the face of thai
posstbiliy. O such callbre of meh are revolations made. The
sttikéfs g6t slugged, the AFL betrayed them by leading a back io
“work moverient, and they had to go back with the prospect of
fiediation at the hands of the new federal board. Buf they made
theif mark, The deciated themseives mer, not slaves. They have

- jﬁ%t‘ befun to Aghl

The Allis-Chalmers sirike de¥eloped from incidens in the plant

oravoked by the company through hiring of some “toughs” 1o
harass the union members. This grievance was the spark that set
off the explosion. The union calied a sirike.

Despite Mr. Knudsen and Secrstary of (he Navy Knox—who,
owris some stock in Alls-Chalmers—and Governor Heil, @and a red
scare, and ravings about "sabotaging national defehse” and othet
balohey, the workers rémained solid, .

So the ¢ops, backed by the slrike-breaking ordérs of Knudsén

and Knox, tried busling the picket lires and siding 'a “back to-

work” movement. They Used an arihed a2hd moving foriress to

terforize the strikers, and they shol tear Fas into the unlon fanks

and clubbed the pickets.

But the' Allis-Chalmers strikers remembéred the lessons of the
General Motors stroggle. A huge mass picket line was the angwer”
and when the cops played rough, {héy were taughl a real lessofi.
The company had fo shut down the plant again. And the cops
were forced te call it quits

L s

. In. cgsaﬂny umonmgn, h;a;l ;}pumﬁ“lh Oﬂice gf P:;Qduch,én lylan ’ {: H’-’”QUS p\an‘ts T

agement (Knudsen- Htllma:‘}. ef.{i’)” lowed its trhe colors, a- sapet
strike-breaking agency. An an ommous hint of the iuture was

contained in Governor Heil's moans sbout, “We haven't got 2" Na-.

tional Guard to call and the Home Guard isn't built up yet.”

Meanwhile, eyes were glued on E}hicago where the Zntei‘na'-:
tional Harvéster Co. workers were really revolting against ihe,
tyranhy of thé MéCormick inferests. All the (hireats and ferror and

discharges wéren’t encugh to kesp down the spirit of the workers.
They joined the CIO and went out to fight for their rights,

Chicago hag & foul hame iA labor history. It goes back to the

Hotr o drunk army majoi tried to  Haymatket days. To the fréme-up and desth of the Hagymarket

in order to provoke the fathérs to fight and thus gwe ihé gunmeit
the excuse fo let flow rivers of blood. “Thie woinen hig the strength
to restrain their men. Théir strength hés gone into the' bi.uldmg of.
the great labor movement of foday.

In the textile stiikes of the early twenties, that spread like wildl
fire throughout the New England siates, the most backward, ihe

st suppresied and exploited workers rose and did battle against’

their bosses and the forces of American “democracy.” Against »_
54-Hour week, ggainst s 20 per cent reduction in wages and against
the well arthed troops of “dérhocracy” they fought. There were
100,000 of them, of all nationalities, many who came to the great
Arherican melting pot to escape the Cossacks abroad. Fens of thou-
sands of wormen and girls were in the strikers' ranks and In some
localities fought on for nearly nine months. Their strengih has,
gone inte the building of the mighty labor movement of today.

Théte was the great Passaie strike of 1926-1927. Fifty per cent
of the strikérs were women—enslaved wom#n who had- labored
éoritinizously for eight to ten hours every night without pause even

for 5 drink of Water, who hagd slaved thus ever while carryihg their .

unborn ¢hildresi. They became dauntless warriors of the working
class. They marched with the men on the picket lines and were in
the thick of all Gnion activities. During “Terror Week" when men,
women and ¢hildren wére indiscriminately and mercilessly beaten
and riddens down by the mounied police of fhe bosses and *the
great Ameficdn démocracy,” these women did not run away, but
kept reforming the picket lines with the men. Their strength too
hgs gone ifito the building of the powerful labor movement of
today. .

AS MILITANT AS EVER

, ~

The growth of the CIO, the symbol and insirumént of working
‘class power in this country, was made possible by the spléndid sol-
idarity of the women with the men, by their courdgeous deopera-
tion and at times brilliant initiat:ve. Most dramatic is the part
played by them in the great aufo sirikes, In Flinf they went from
house to house, from storé to store, exposing the vigilaite commit-
tees organized to fight the strigers, and succeeded in completely
discrediting them,
by their unswerving militancy often shamed the police into less
brutal conduct. In the famous “Battle of Bulls Run" fhe women
had the satisfaction of beihg fighlers on the victorious side. -

In the strikeg of today the women are as militant as ever. They

took their plades among the pickets at the Ford planis. In the less .

spectacular strike st the Leviton faelory in Brooklyn, now in its

seventh month, worhen who have never stfuck before are perdist- |

ent and couragéous fighters. In the New York bus strike that made
siach a stit, the wives and children of the strikers joined with them
in -their 'rh_eeti-h-ﬁs afid theiv activities.

v

THE REAL awsr is m 'ro com

As the clLIld is father to the man, o labof Blstory explams why
Ill.e Am‘erzcan wrkerf cin today, talk turkey. Years ‘of siruggle

The waomen's battalion picketed the plants and *

"

~.May 9. Thé¢ Parisidn working women knew how to fight.

. :snaoesston - sirikes were eabled,

BETHLEHEM BOILS

Py R

On & plane with the Chicago sirikers. was{the actionn of the
men whe sweat and 1oil in Bethlehem’s ectopus steel plants. Since
this company crushed the Litile Stedl strike in 1937 ifs attitede
toward the workers has been intolerable. .

Over a billitgn dollars in war orders, unbelievable profits, favor-
itism from the.federal government made Eugene Grace, czar of the
company, and his board of directors crazy with power.

They laughed at the Walsh-Hesly minimuh wage Bill, they
sneerdd ut the Wagner Act, they jeered at the National Labo‘r Re-
lutitns Board decisiohs, aid fought thé uiioh all the way, ! They
sponsored a_fornpany uniph, fired uniéh rién, terrotized thé work-
ers, and rode so roughshed that ¢ven o conservative labor leadef
like B, J. Lever of the SWOC said, “If you etver worked in Beth-
leheém you would not doubf thet the BétHlehierh corporation wag

- sironger than the Uniled Siatés government.”

‘Butl the boys in the shops got f&d up. The breaking peint came
recenlly when cormpany union eleclions were being planned in the
The résentment ovér the’ loisy waéeS, tﬁé terfiple
SBhAitighs 4R th KIGKTR B eund Baea ovér. U
At ihe LaeKiwafing, Befulehem ind Johfistott ‘planis in guick
The BEWOC. Ieaders. were forced
jnto this action by a militant rank and file. Tu the usual patlern of
strikes, the governmeht agencies tfied to get the men back {o work
withoat any settieriest, then the copé tried thigir-gtaff. The dfden
rapks hel@ Rrity dhd small gaing were madé. Littie Bieél is or-
ganlzéd! Now the job is to get some more for ihe workers,

AND COAL TOO!

Four hundred t-hc;usand cval miners are on strike as we writé
these lines. The United Mine Warkers of Am‘é\rica\ are démanding
a dollar a day increase and will get it. Johin L. Lewis stepped back

againsl the eombingd forces of Americdfi “democracy” and the
exploiting bossés have hiade them strong-—have increased their sol-
idarity—have improvéd their sirategy—have perfgcted their form
of erganization. Tn spife of the many setbacks mﬂlcted by the craft
forrm of orgaaizstion of thé AFL, in splie of the many keli-outs of
false }aders in many of the unions, he rank and file workers have
corfe pat ov top. And in this development of labor ithere has been
no gich thing 48 “the wenkerd sex.”

But this May Da¥ ddes mot mark the achiévement of ihe goal
of' the working dlass of América.. Far from it. Today the déall to
fight ririgs out—more eofipellingly” than ever. The feal test is yet
to come.

The r:smg east of living.on the one hand ard “frozen” Wwages
on the other are bound to worsen living standards. ThHe “média-

* tion® boards will move heaven and earth {o induce the workets to

take it on the chin. while the bossés take it into their pockéts. Pay-
ment for the impérialist war will in larfé measure be fotced from
the working class by income taxes, consurnér téxes and all Rinds
of “voluntary” contributions. If the war dontinues—aé it is &k-
pectéd fo—for thiee {0 Ave ydars more, there wiil be s‘hortages of
fotid ang other- 1ivirig néeds, . Suffering and privation are the “bene-

_fits” the working ¢lass wilt get from the war. ,

As dlways, the women will feel most the direet xmpact of. these
war conditipns. They suffer twice: 1iheir personzl privations and
théir angulsh for their families. On top of this is the harrowing
worry over lheir boys who are already being sent to the outposis
of American imperialism—to defend jtheir homes” in the Philip:
pines, Hawaii and other distant places. And there wili be the
broken hearts of the befeaved mothers that will gradually ﬁll un
with, angér at the war makers,

WOMEN WILL PLAY THEIR PART
1A the past sioch conditions havé led {o grest révolutiohary

i

« siruggles, in whith womén have played a brave réle, Biack in 1871,

the hairdships df the Franto-Prussian war burst thé bounds of efi-
duranée and the workers rébelled. For the first timé in hislery, the -
working ¢lass of Paris look power and held it fiom March 18 to
They
were on the barricsdes, sewed the sand bags needed for defense,

particlpatéd in thé meelings of the peoples’ goverimeént, tormed -
vevolutionary clubs for worhen. And when they stood at the open

graves of their fallen comrades, théy pressed their children to thém

.and taught the little ones to try out "Vivé la Comimune!”

Theé Pari§ Comrhuiie Was drowied in Biood wheén the Bufehér
Thiers invited the besteging Gerrian aimiies 16 enter Parts 4fid do
the filthy j&b. Then #4 im 1946 the French ruling class preferied the
arinies of the “enediy” éapitalists of Germiny o fhe powet of ITS,
OWN. WORKING ¢LASS. But the.ravolt of the rhén gnd wéinen
of tHe Paris Cofiimutie Wa& riot in- Vaih. PéFhapé tHe Ru&Mas Revo-

: Jitién: ogifld ot hétre tﬂi{ﬁn plade Witﬁoﬁt f:hé ekﬁﬂ'lii}.é *é‘f ﬂ’le,

dﬁi‘h?mrn’é’
The wnr}ld—shaklng evenfs of: ;9!']' whldl. standi e the unl:ﬂ'mn :

B

irito ¢he natiohal lhmmelight in these negotiations. His blagl at tlie
strike-breaking technique of Roosevell's new Mediation Board
sHowz he hasn't made péacde ye! with the war machine.

_ The coal strike added fomr martyrs to pur long lst of victiis of
caplialist terror. Four Harlan sirikers wefe murdered. “'Bloady
Hirtan” 1s organized. Unionfsm has always been a life and death
glestion with the ¢oal digfers there. We should pansé and pay
tribete bn _this May Day to those gallani soldlers of unionlism who
‘afe always on the firing line ai Hallan.

" 8urely these brief records of deeds of the workers smce last
May Day alone should e a matter of great pride. But that isn't
all: We can think of the sharecroppeis and the California Oakies
who aré out on bitterly fought strikes in censored eccounties wﬁere
we can't even find oul what's happenmg And the many othér
strilces ang struggles.

FORD 1S TAKEN

But most important of all, however. is the Ford sirike. For
Ford is the simbol of 11 that every good union man hdtes.

The year 1%41 wili be rememberad ift iabor history a8 thé year
Ford was taken.

FORD WAS SHUT DOWN! X , _

Four words! How pétly the lafiguage! How megnifiéent the
deed! Ford didi’t think it &oiild habpet. Neithér did the govern-
ment. Nor did most of the tap CIO leaders!

Ford was shut down! Harry Bennett, boss of Ford's Gestapo,
thought he &ould proveke n ivall walkout by fAring e&ight union
militants—and then smash the CIO onee and for all, The CIO
leaders were scated. Michael Widman, -head of the Ford €10 drive,
had sent a wire io Washington saying he was alraid he couldn't
prevent a strike. - 5

Likée a tiddl wave the Faf& workers swept évervihing before
thei. Engogh tas enough! Yeédrs of terror from Bemmeli's thugs
had Bardened their sotifs' Othef autd workers undér CIO contracts
had highet wages, sdme securlty, sofie séhiority ahd some respect
as hiirhan betfigs from the compatiy GEicials,

Eighty-five thousand Ford workers had cowered afid bitlerly
complained to themselves long enough. The NLRB records had

unfolded the whole story of Ford's ruthless terror, His ‘eynical vio- °

Jation of every half-way decent human standard.

The Aivver king is the most hated man in America, and not just
among his employes. .

‘This hate flared ocut in the open. The men started to join the
CIQ. The-governmenl gave him fal war orders. The men fumed.

2 1t wasn't getling easy.fo beat up union inen, there were too many
of them. Mass discharges only arcused moréd Anger.

Sit-downs began' And the. capitalist newspapers were sfraid to
mention the fact. Weré afrald the idea Would spread like it did
in 1837.

When 20,600 wotkeis sat down, it was a cinch. It was too late
for piddling compromises. The Ford workers were determined to
Lrexk! through thieir shackles if only for a day. And they dig. You
cari't quiet dowhn until lhe steam is let off. )

Fven when some f&w hundred misguided Negro workers were
used against them in a fight, the Ford workers didn’t forget who
they were sore st—Ford. They are trying to win the Negroes o
the unjori banner.

Of -course, the CID leaders comipfomised. They accepted the
pmposals of Governor Wagoner, and lhe sirike ended.

But_thisvwwas-only .the Grst: roajor batile!. And the CIO .won.
Toiorrow in the shop lhe struggle continues, even more mtensely

Yeoad

o Y e cas e aie

MAY DAY, 1941 \

May Day, 1941, coinds with thé workers earfying ouf the beést
iraditions of this great labor holiday, a day dedicated to renewing
and intensifying the strugglé of the workers for their seli-intersst
and progress.

And on May Day we can lzugh at the fools who quote stalistics

to PFove only a small per cent' of the, workers are engaged in

strikes, therepy hpping to bury the class struggle and bow before
the master class. This same stripe of statistician proved-the Rus-
sigh révolution was impossible in 1817 because of the “small num-
ber” &f workers in Rissia and their “backwiardness.”

of action for the freedom-seeking workers of the world, also devel-
oped out of the unbearable tonditiohs of war. The revolution was
set in totion by a group of the most oppressed and downtrodden
workers of Russia—THE WOMEN OF THE TEXTILE MILLS. On
the 22ng of February, 1817, which was Internatiohal Women's Day,
they wealked out on str:ke»—macamst the orders of their leaders.
‘They look e iritiative. THE TIME HAD COME. They wefe
through with slaving to i1l the pockets of the bosses with war prof-
its—through with §tanding hours on bread Hnes—thiough with
beirig separated fiom {Heir husbartds at\ the front--thrdugh mt‘h
being widowed,

They  went out and more masses of wamen jolried them. They
flocked fo the government buildings, demanding bread. Then the
more advanced workers also swung into action. Firsl to fail under
the revolutionary might of the masses were the czar and the old
dedpotisim. After a seties of crucial eévents leading up {o thé QOctober
revolulidh the workers and peasants tobk completé power, ended
the war, ehded the rule of the capitalists, landlords and their fake
democratic govéinment.

i

_Stalin and his gang of reactionary bureaucrats robbied the Rus-

sian masses of their revolutionary gains. But the glorious accom-
plishment of the Russian workers in msaking a successful revolu-
tion, the courage and initiative of the women in starting the mss-
sive, annihilating balt rollihg over théir viclous rulers, have not
been lost. In some nation soon the workers will coniinue where
the Russian masses teft off.

SIDE BY SIDE TOWARD FREEDOM

AMERICA SHOULD' BE THAT NATION! The working clasg
hete has not yet Leen crushed by a military juggernaul. It is’
stronger than ever before. So strong, in fact, that, while the stupid
politiciens call for the electric chair for strikers, ihe wiser ones
advise kid=gloves for the handling of labor. They are afraid that
thé great giant will Lift its mighty fist and ciap them down.

Will the workers of Afherica allow themsélves to be "mediated,”
_thén bludgecned into powerlessness, or will they widen and deepes-
their struggle? Will the workidg women of America waif until
their families are starving and their sons and husbands slaughtered;
or w:ll they carry out the tradition of women's militancy in the
past and PIGHT NOW FOR PEA(':E AND ALL THEIR PEACE-

TIME NEEDS! ’ -

I\‘I.ll].!Ol’iS of stunned, starved, lonely women under Hitler's heel
wait for a sign thal will set them in mot’ion'. Millions of Wome-n
squirming under thé paws of the British liéa wait for the dawn of
a Bettéy ddy. The woirking womén of America have it in their

poiver to give inspirgtion and courage to all the others. They can
make {hose miserabie ones abroad understand that in America the

. working class- has started on the road to power, and the END OF

WARS AND STARVATION. Thed fhey too will Fise tip against,
i bloody Jmpet]ahsts—:dlcta'.u“-s and: “dewterats” alike!
‘!ﬁﬂ’ﬁ. Hﬁ'ﬁl Mﬁhifihﬂ WasMEr oF. ﬁti.ﬂ:rﬁxcm
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Some weeks ago LABOR ACTION published a'
ntinther of articles on the developing shop stewaid
meovement in Britain and pointed out its great im-
portarice. This movement is growing and strengili.
ening. We print below an article on the latest de-
velopments among the British shop stewards and
their meaning, and un article ob the shop steward
movement in Britain during the First World Wai.

By HENRY JUDD ;

One of the major contribulions of the British working .class to
the Internatjonal labor movemenl wag the ereation and devélop-
ment of what has come te be known as the shop stewafd sydtern
and jts coroliary, the works tommittees. These class stmiggle ih-
struments of the workers reached their greatest developinéfit in
England during the World War—when they served effeftively in
maobilizing the workers of England against the 1mpenalist intér.
vention schermies of the Tory goverhment—and later durihg the
famous general sirike of 1926.

Since that time the shop steward move‘ment has sufféréd an
eclipse, as part of the general decline of British trade union mili-
tancy. Nowhere in the world is a working elags so held’ in ‘civetk
by & hidebound. reactiphary bureaucracy as is the British Wwoikér,

" But the first year and a half of the war has seen sh impettant t&-

vival-«if not along ihe political front, where reformist domination
of the labor moverent is still all-powerful—then nlong the eco-
nomic¢ front. What could be more natural than té fing the Hritish
workers reasseiting themselves by means of theif familiar institu-
tlohs—the shop steward system and the works committeds?

What are these insfitutions? A shop stéwafd is & fank-énd:flé
worker—a trade uhion mémbor—who js difecily elécted by thé

fellow workers in their particular department, wnit or shog” ol the-

factory. His job is to deal! DIRECTLY, from day te day or hour
to heur if necessary, with the shop foreman or the management.
He brings the complaints, demands and grievances of his shop-
mates directly to the boss or manager who, in turn, inust deal with

During Worlc

By PAUL TEMPLE ' ' \

The best news out of England nowadays is the rebirth of the
shop stewards movement. The information that trickles thfough
thie Biitlsh censorshilp hias.a ten tirhes gréffer fmeaning if we fake a
flance back i the shob stewards mévement during the First World
War,

Through the city of Glasgow ih Scotiahd -flows the Clyde River.
in and around Glasgow ahd on the banks of the Clydé is the great-
st concentralion of Heavy industiy in all Britain, with the excep-
tion of the London area—machinist forges, munitions plants, as
well as ship-building. 8

Out of the Clyde "engineering” district came the first strike for
working class interests during the war and the first masgs move-
ment of industrisl workers against the war. While the official laber
lekdership signed away “for the duration” evety tradie union right
they had won by a century of struggle, on the Clyde the fighling
machinisis EXTENDED their power.

Propaganda lay thick over Britain, but in Glasgow no pro-war
meeling could be held from the beginning of the war 1o the end.
The workers wouldn't allow it. Lloyd George himself trled il and

~touldn't be heard wbove the singfn'g oi‘-f.he Réd f‘]ag;

R T R
THE FIRST SHOP STEWARD STRIKE N 1914

Who were the shop stewards? No new or “foréign” institution,
Most good itrade unions in America and Ehgland have them ioday.
They are the loca] fepreseniatives of the trade union in edch plant
or department of a plant. They collect dues for the union, také up
the workers' grigvantes-in the plant, carry on the union business
in direct contact with the rank and file. '

When in 1914 the top labor leaders proclaiméd, “The workers

must now stop Aghting for their righis!” the workers furned away
from these leaders who wouldn't defend them any more, and found
lezders in their own shop stewards.

.

Here's how the first strike broke out. Even before the war the
Clyde workers were agitating for a four cents an hour raise. By
1814 the bosses, coining a Aood of profits out of the slaughter, of-
fered three farthings. The workers rejected it, Ih 1815 the shop
stewards formed a skeike committee. Théy dian’t call it that Be-

“eause str:kqs had already been declared illegal in this democracy.

 This picture of a shop steward’s weéék it repritite@ from the
Bﬁtisl} New Leader (nof to bé conﬁts'e_d w’i!;h the sotiil-democratic
sheet Gf the sirie nafe pilblished tn New ¥ork.)

Monday

Food in the billets. It the morning I was appfoached by & body
of rnen from the billets. The spokesman askel mé 1o “smell” the
food given to the meh io bring t6 work. A day's foed for an out-
door worker--four sandwiches of soime unkndwn subMance which
even looked offensive. One smell was sufficient to coénvince me
that the food given to these men was definitely rotten. These
workéfs are ekpectéd to work to defend the right fo allow the
bosses to feed them—on fouf sandwidhes of rotten food!

Tuesday

1 took the men to the lialson oﬁ‘ice to put theit cohmplaint for-
ward. 'The liaison officer had JUst recetvéd wotd from the office
that all meetings on the job are banned by order of the govern-
ment! We decided to hold emergency works comm:ttee to dlscuss
this sugden attack upon us.

The order itself is guite a mild affair. It states that while meet-
ings génerally are banned, meetings of a sirictly trade unioh char-
acter will be allowed (draw your own conclusmns) provifling we
sénd in writlen apphcatim\ two days before the proposed date of
meeting; no meeting to be held uniil the necessary consent of
government official is given.

We decide to call thig bluff by sending in a list of meetihgs for
Thursday to be sanctioned. We must await Thursday for the next
stage in this issue. This may be the result of the meeling wh:c‘h
sent the wire to Bevin, .

Wednesday

This contract worked on Whit Monday—ten weeks 2go. Notices
were then posied 1o the effect that single time would be peid for
bank holiday pending wegotiations. The following week the fitm

* agreed to pay overtime rates. Every week sinceg then the fitm has

promised 1o pay the Whit Monday mohey. After ten weeks (dur-
ing which the interest on that money. which is rightly oufs, must
be a useful addition to the profits of the firm!} 11 has beén paid.
Even now only about half of the mén havé been properly peaid.
The rest of the men avk tearing mad over. this Iatest befraval.

The -énemy of the workers today (budget introduéed), judging

‘by the rernarks I hiear, 19 Rot Hitler 6% evén fhe Arrh, Byt the chdn:

eblior of thHé éxcheuer! The chandelior and thé BOE Kave biniteg,
§ ‘géetns, Tor the sole Burpose of robbing us SNl Moré. “Tex the

Poss' is. tl:ie War ery here!

]

Shop Steward Movement Comes Back

him because he knows that evely inan in his shop slands behind »

the shop stéward. As-the Ehglish put'it, ihe shop, stewatd is *the )

man who holds debufgs with the fotéman! Hé expiedies inost sim-
ply. directiy and DEMOCRATICALLY the struggle within the in-
dustrlal plant.

What #s the -woiks cothmittée? This committee couvsists of all
the shop §lewards in 4 particilar facfory &r industrial phit. i1 holds
weeakly fiiéetings and éach steward from the varidus depatr unemh
bribzs his réport to- this body. It takes tp ratters #fecting (he
tuctory as a whole, doordingtes griéVanees ih séetlohs 61 the plant
4nd expresses the highber unity of the iAQGEtHal workets, ©A al
gerioud mattérs the works coinmltta‘é (& tactory couricil) deals
with ihe bogs I ibe hame of all the fatlory Wotkets. in sadition,
thére are two furihet dutlés 5t thé shob =1éwatd. Speéoial stewsrds
—known b ifade unton dard stéwhrdéIedp tab'an dues, sd¢, that
ubion work cards afe ih of@ér, that ho hon-nivh theh are shehked
in, ete. Stewards sl3o miudt faké note bf various complaifits made
by {hé wobkels dutifii the day's Wotk whith #re 1o b 6ali€d 6 ‘[he
alteiitich of the Wfﬁks Gofinmities, . .

WHY THE BOSSES FEAR ﬁﬂ:c SioP sfnwun
Thé great fedr of the shop swaid systein that. &xists Th ihe

mifid of Bfitain's Bosles 18 easy to UnGEEstaka, Fiist 168 1€ be fdted

that this s¥stéim tepiééémts an indepefident WorkErs poltsing of
thé factsiy. from thé insife. Under this systéin the cofitract ilist
bié enforééd and all figw BHEVARGES flist be Act8l 6h ingtahily.
Vety unplea&aht fof M. Bougs: Secohdly, it repFesefits mn Sitple
Bil Bowéitul forth; an efubivonlé WoFRErs contFol st ‘thé faotary,
It saye, in efEet, that Mr. Bége 18 hof lotd and iigster of kis plant,
that another, tival suthetity exists. - Awd Wi -Boss Knows well
wheéie Sueh Stens . ead~—to -fevoltitioh and- exptoptiation of the
planty 80 e mobilies s €htifé ddtrority -ahd-his elosest . alies
—the trade union bureancrat and the govemmentd—agams‘t the shop
. steward system! "

"Shodp Stevtardisin ‘f‘éaéhed its strongest p?iitit &ﬁhhg thé it wist

among the Scottish smpyard workers in’ the Clyde ares. There

BV B . -
It was called & “Labor Withholdlng Committee! The workers just
withdiew thé‘ir labof and the bosses couldn’t run the plants.

There were no strike benefits and no support ?rdm the fhatiofial
union, but the workers came out 100 pef ctnt aid weht back with
unbroken ranks when, after itfo wekks, it wad decidéd to tohthhue
the strike as 2 slow- down. The shop stewards and Jocal militants
formed the Civde Workers’ Committee and continued the fight.

Later in 1915, the governinént introduéed “dilution of labtr.”
This fneant thé hiring of new workers regardléss of Ofidon sfand-
ards of wages, houts and conditions. To protect union standards,
the Clyde Workers Committee demanded workei§ éonfrol of thé
“dilution” and another rnass upsurge started.

Lioyd George came to Glasglow to soft-soap the shop stewards.

The first plant he addressed, {ié Read shiop steward introduted hiii .

10 thé meéting as “an enemy of the workers” and a lawyer to boot,
Hé touldn't evén convince them to have & photograph of the mest-
ing taken. At the other pianis, the stewdrds refused to gather
until he negotiated with the Clyde Workers Committee. On Christ-
mag Day he tried (o address a tity-wide meeling of stewards and
couldn’t be heard though he shouféd until the sweal raft down his,

face. When he stopped through sheer exhaustion, Muir of ihe.

cwC ggt up oA a séat, instantaneous silence fell, and the workers’

case wis presented. Lloyd George and his rétinié waikéd oft and

- vretit home apd the OWE took over the meeting. A Glasgow paper
which, reported the. mepting,was, %up:mﬁssed and the.cominittes. put,, .
out The Workert

- Postscript: the shop stewards gained t:oﬁtrol -of thé‘ "dﬂuﬁoh

of Iiibor."

CARRY ON FIGHT AGAINST RENT INCREASES ;

Following the 1915 siriké, {He moveiiedt begah a campaigh
dgalnst iticreased rents which webe rising sharply. The houses
Wwives o¥gatiizéd. Meetings of the working class women were held
‘in back courts, kitchens and stréets. Thé inereased rents wers not
paid. Bach {lme the sherifi’§ officérs caime for an eviclion, they
were smelled a mile away: bells were rung for the “‘gathering of
the clans,” and an army of infuriated Women gro¥e back the offi-
eers in & pdnic. Theh the landlotds iriéd &oust proéedings. On
the day of the first irial, the factories for miles around emplied,
the housewives declared theit own Fenéral striké too, and a sea of

workers Surrounded the shefiff’e court. Ifislde, the . sheriff, white

argund the gills, phoned Lloyd George in London. “The workers
are threatening to pull dowi Glasfow., What am I to do?” The
trial was given ub and in double-guick tiné the government passed

an act.restricting rents. .

i

ritish Shop Steward’

After hearing what these men say on the budget, the price of
the war, &c., it makes me want to vomit wheéh I §8¢ “the ddily
dope” full of “working-class patriotism.” I honesfly dare not re-
peat thé remarks of the lads about the wavr. ¥ I did the job would

be one shop steward less in no time! It is sufficient for me to say,

that the men have the correct Marxist analysis of eventis!

Thursday

You rémembet the general foreman on iy seéticn? In my first
notes I pointed out®how hostile he was towards us, After the show-
dowt of a forinight ago he has becomne 5o changed in his attitude
that I did think once of making him a card stewdérd. .

Today, for instance, is TU ticket inspection day. On other sec-
tigfis this {8 done §n the merr's own fime. ! had fermission fiom
my general foreman to undertake the mspect:on in the ﬁrms time!

So I have speni a whoie day walking round smong the men
inspecting their cards, lecturing non-uniog men, ete. The  non-
unionists are chiefly the old and infitm men whom the government
has resurrected from fhe scrapheap. .

Meeting at dmr{er-tin‘ie—aétually I was so tlréci with waling
absut all raorning talking fo the meh that I intehdéd to abandok
today’s meeting, but the men came and wakened me and forced
me to mount our platform (a huge pile of bricks) {e talk lo them!
I would not have it otherwise for thé world. How oftefi do you
see men aclually crying oul for someoné to &ome shd lecture thein?

Friday - .

Today st the works commitiee meeting we dealt with the afti-
tude of the officials on the section wheo, as I reported last week, ré-:
fused to allow men to work while men on other Seclions worked.
The steward on that seclion brought a resolutich from the men
demdanding that the wérks comrhitide sead A leleégrain to Bevin
asking for the removal ¢f.twg offidials concerned on the grounds
that they are impeding production and that. their Hillerle tacties
will probably lead to seriocus trouble. A resolution along these lines
was quly seiit to Bevin and Hicks.

The steward from the billets told the commitiee of the condi-
tions of the billels, whete the men spend all the time that they
have away from work—in fact, they are ihe homes of these men.
Thé stéward 151 6f orle dictatod ruling thé Lves of thesé men. This
official made his own rules and regulations as he thought they were
required. Following the demand of the men, we asked for a joint
conference of the ﬁrrq and TU offictals {o formuliate a complete set
of ruléé and regulatiohs'sor the billéts.

.This is wage night,. and the men. usually gueue up for their
money outside the time office; marshalied by the foremen, Tonight
tcby,iads ot out 0‘( fh‘aﬁﬂ aﬁd ﬂa’mwae& 15, HiE GhEE 1fi & ?ﬁﬁd Fushi, -

were 50,000 of them and they held real power in iheir hands. This
time the movernent was apparently revived by aireraft factory
workers inoand around the London aréa.. The immediate cause for
this revival was the heavy bombings of August and Sepleruber last
year.

The Tory governmeni, with jts Labor DParty prisoners, de-
manded that workers.remain at their work during air raids! This

. was shortly Todifiéd to request that workers rémain ‘at worlk

until roof-spotters should inform them ihat the bombing situation
wiag becoming dangerous. Ernest Bevin presented this request to
the wol}iers, and then the opposilioh began.

REPRISALS Fat, ¥o HALT MOVEMENT

© Alreraft faclory workers elected their shop stewards (since
they kphew they could obtain no satldfaction from their business
and walking delégates) snd presenteéd their own demands to the
govefhment. Fitdt, they insisted that box?proof ARP shelters
should be consiructéd by the government fight on the job. See-
ondly. they demanded working class control of roof-spotting ac-
{ivity; that is, they should have thé right to appeint’ their own
spotters. Thirdly, no docklng of pay #uring air-raid slarms. These
defands were met by the governmént in a way that depended
upon the stienpfh of thé stewards dnd their backing. In many
places all demands were won; in other factories to a “Tlimited e.xte‘nt

The government immediately begah reprisals ageinst the shop
stewards, attempting te nip the systein in the bud. Union bureau-
crais—having nothlng else to do sinde they had given up their
powers during the irnperialist war—threatened fo expel shop stew-
ards ffom: the whions. This threat was particularly vicious in the
Ama}gamated Engineets Union, ¢ontrolling munitions workers.
but it did not materialize. A reign of transfers and dismissals of
stewards swept Britain's factories.

I one Scottish factory mili-

tary police entéred to break up a meeting of a werks committéé |

afd ariest sevéral sfewards. In the rionth of October, 1940, fifty
stewards were dismissed from the féctories. '

The shop stewards had won thls vietory for the rest of Bntam s

Lworkers, too,

BECOMES A MASS ANTI-tWAR MOVEMENT

The fhoveriént bégan aroufid thé economic. interests of the
workers, but it guickly bééarhe a mass anti-war rmovement. “There's
profit in blood,” was the slogan. The posters said: “Your King
and Country need You" And the wotkers added on:

“Your King and Coliniry Néed You,

Ye hatrdy song of toil.

But will your Xing and Country need you
When they're sharing out the spoil?”

There were plenty of patrioteéis around Glasgow, bul somehow
every meeting they atiempted ended up as an anti-war demon-
stration. They tried to erganize, and did organize, a Discharged and
Disabled Soldiers' and Sallory Federalion to use &g a Weaponh
against the militani workers; but ver¥ soon the organizafion &g
supporting every act and resolution of the Clyde Workers Com-
mitiee, as well as fompésing sofme of their own, When Winston
Churchill came 1o lzsgow lo speak #l a pro-war mass meeling,
the affair was organized almost as secfetly and conspiratorially as
an underground gathering in order ihat only the *right” people
might attend. When an atlempt was fnade by reaclionarvies to or-
danize a.strong-arm ganu;atibn o lirea];. up, the workers’ meet-

. 'ings, the shop stewards férthéd’ ‘Heténse guards on a fac-tory basls

ahd put a guick stop to it

80,000 MARCH ON MAY DAY, 1917

And on May Day! The first big May Day icok place in 1917, about
two ronths after the overthréw of the tsar by the Russian revelu-
tion. The British labor tradition ‘was to hold the celebration, not
on May Pirst itzelf, but the first Sunday following, ‘sg a pienie
rather than a demonstration. 'The shop stewards wére opposed to
this, but cnmpromlsed this year by holding it on Sunday but as a
demonstration. .

On that May Day of 1817 in Glasgow, 80,000 workers marched
ih the parade itself and & qOarter milllon lined the streets!

“The dernofistration @dclares for thé overthrow of the capitalist
systern of production for profit. It sends its fraternal greetings to
the workers of all lands,” read the resolution that was passed by
the throng massed arotnd the platforms dotting Glasgow Green,
Resolutions of solidarity with the revolutionary Soviets of Russia
were cheered and adopted.

oltebook

I mounted the roof of the office and pléaded with them fo show to
the foremén thet even if THEY couldn't control the workers, their
own stewards could. In future the stéwards instéad of the fore-
men will marshal the men.

Saturday
Nothing of importance today—Ilull il the class siruggle.
out” jwith the lads—headaches tomorrow?

Buf lot mé sltp if & note which I intended to Include the other
day. The capifalists ighore the EPA (Emergency Protective Acl)
when if hits ¢2) them. But when it hits (no question here!) the
workers—oh, boy, do they use it!

Kecenily the stewards decided to cbunter-aitack the tactics of
the firm in trying to separate the stewards fromi the méh, by fun-
ning s sick fund which would fie the stewards still fiore 1o the
men, The firm brought in the EPA to stop that move. Then ilhe
fire dsked the stewards fo collact fod the troops through the Lagy
“S" Fund. Well, the lads did colledt—but we elected a work com-
mittee ircasurer and he, not Lady “S, will have the pleasure of
handing it to the troops.-

Fhete's thé andwer to “The Daily Dopé” articié shout the way
in which the wérkers aré co-operating with the Iords and ladigs

“Night

Sunday

Today Feiifided mié rathsr oi fHe Anal s8né of thaf fitie filin
“Al @uiet on the Western Front.” 1 refab-hbér wividly the fééling
of quiet, peaceful tranguillity , the butterfly, the distant harmon-
ica, the drewsy humming of bees; this air of tranquillity suspended
ominously pvér {he job toflay, I wak too much like the ealm before
the storm to be appréciatéd, but ore couldivt help féeling that it
was alfnost a day at woik liider socialisih, No clads strugdie—no
war—no laber troubies!

Coming home on the bus one Wwas drawn back to life in a ¢api-

: tali$ staté~ilie fnén ere diséussing incorne tax in mo uncerlain

tefrhe. Why are these men so anfagonistic fo income tax? From
the various points raised in the discussion I imagine.the reason
ay Y& théy say that if they do contribule to the present staté
fuhds if is nevef used by the state for the benefit of the working
class. It was strange to hear s¢ many workers being bothered by
income tax.

The Thilitaney of these Boys rmay bé endengered by the “big
wage pacliets” (earned by working every hour avalizble). The real
drive for Incredsed wage fatés will corje if Bévin deécides Lo lower
the working week. The men have not yei felt the pinch of the
totaily médeduaﬁe intrébde in ratés of pay cofoparéd with costs of
h\'mg

i prophesy troubie when the lads here do feel the pinch.

 SB5p SEwRA.
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_ tisted 'they added the following:..

The answer of lhe workers ‘was to renew Lheir efforls and add
another démand—compensation for 'tll workers hurt durihiz an air
raid. .

"TAKE UP FIGHT WHERE BUREAUCRATS LEAVE OFF”

And then in October of lasl year the Clyde shipyard workers
caing back to life and-turneéd autematically to the shop steward
system. A meeting of stewards, representmg,all the Seotlish sh\vp-
yards, was held. It is natural that they, being the most advanced
and militant workers in-all England, should formulate the mo%ﬁ
completé and: serious set of demands. To those we.have already
(1} An aclive drive against "non-
unionisti"—ohly union workers in the shops; (2) Shop itewards
ahd works cominittees i every factory, (3) Fighting pmtéctlon of
all shop ste\vards and (4) Key men ih plants who must remain
during air raids to' be supblied -with heimets, Said the Séottish.
shap stewards “We fake up the fight where the union butreaucrats
leave off"”" Al present, the major issues before the shop s‘reWalds
consist in-attempting to win higher wages to combat the daily. ris-
ing living eosts, and setiling issues that directly arise from the war.
ltself (air raids, compensation, transport disruption, eic.). '

The .industrial conscription powers new possessed by Béin
forin a basis for serious strike siruggle issues in the ih']medlate
future. Bevin now has authorlty to {1) Register all essential fac-
tories, industries and industrial workers; {(2) Dismiss workers io::
“willful mlsconduct” (3) Foree all workers to stay on thé job un-
less permission io Jeave is granted by the “national service officer.”

(This is, let I be noled, precisely the same as in Nazi Gé€rmany. 7

The shop steward systém and works commitiees are stowly bub

stead:ly expanding. Against ithem stand the government, the 1ab0r .

bureaucrats and the bosses. The future of the British working class

lizs in this sthuggle betwesn the embryonic workers’ power and
the organized might of the Enghsh capitalist class. Hete ‘is the
ﬁeld of the “war within the war.' .

¥

‘ar I They Proved Labor is a ' Power

Six months later, the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia was
groéted by the shop slewards with acclaim and undergtanding:
Their political lead, John McLean, was appointed as Soviet consul

by -the workers' government. The following April, MecLé&an was

arrested for a second time, this time charged with preparing a revi-

- lution for May Day! The absurd charge brought a second ¢ampaign

1o free McLean, as he had been freed the first lime, by workers'
pressure.

May Day, 1918, was celebfated on May 1, in the middle of the:
week, nol on Sunday. The response was even greater thah in the
preceding yeai: it was a one-day general sirike, Two hundred shd
fifty ofgdnizations of bfanches of organizations of the ioPkeérs
participsted-—unions, cooperatives, service men, women's ¢omrmt-
tees, ete. One of the chief slogans was “Release John McLean,!
and the Ma} Day processionr ended by transforming itself into @
mass demonstration before_the jail

The wholie of the story of the.shop steward movement cannat
be given in these columns, but it lives amiong the British workers
Not oBly ob the Clyde. Late in the war, the Clyde shep stewards
began to form national connections, linking up with shop sfe_\.va'i‘(_is."
elsewhere. When the war was over, ithere was a national commit-
iee of shop stewards which played an important part in the post-
war revelutionary events in England.

WATCH THE BRITISH SHOP STEWARDS

Union” mﬂltants workei‘sj—lbdk af %he shop stewards They hal.'l-'
no prominent or noted leaders when they started, They pmduc@d =
thelr Jeadership from their own ranks, right out of the militants at

the bench and lathe.

Thétd was no vevolutionary party in Britain then. Thére wigre

only tweo small socialist sects, perhaps a few hundred membérs each
—1thé British Seciallst Party and the Socialist Labor Party. Bl;ﬁ.’
when the Labor Party sold out to the war-makers and the workers
saw they were acting merely as stooges of the government, it was

to' the smell group of reVqutlomsts in these two socialist ofganiza~

o

tions that they turned for leadership. The leading shop stewards

were socialists. The revered guide of the enlire movement was thiei
“revolutionary school téacher,” Joha McLean, not himself & stew-
ard, but an untiring Marxist propagandist. His classes in Marxist
during thé war were atiended by thousands.

The trouble with the movement was that it was limited to the

Clyde foi the greatet part of the war. And the reason was- that
there was no Bolshevik party behind the movement, witd a na-
tional aim afd 6apable 6f national coordination. The BSP and ‘SLP
were uncertain in their politics and sectarian in their policies.

Evén so, the shop steward movement js there to prove that the
working ¢lass on the march is a power, the greatl power of Eumpe
Watch the British shop stewards!
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JOHN McLEAN

English Miners Strike

NBC's reported from London stated Sunday night that 2,000
English miners walked out for a wage increage for the coal cutterd,
#na thest 3,000 miore mingrs have joined ihen in sympathy

M e B L e
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A Scene ot the May Day Rally .
Hald Last Year by the New York : @uSﬁﬁ s ot
. . Local of the Workers Pasty at : i ’
From THEIR ,Capltal Columbus Circie. Max Shach?- - y P
man is the Speaker Seen in the ; n amps as
, We Send You - Picture. Y ‘ : S .
Shippers Profit
. ppers Profil
' e - .
May Day Greetlngs In San Francisco By FRED MORRIS
. - YOU Can Buy In the conceniration camps of France, 'thous_sahds of
. men, women and children lie dying of slow starvation
—Woshmgton, D. C., Branch LabOl' Action Gt and diseases caused by weakened resistance and terri-
il ble sanitary ‘conditions. In Portugal, Eurcpean and
= . ) American refugees jam Lisbon in clamorous sttempts to
; R ; Alameda News Agency, secure passage on the one shipping route open between
. . : 9 Market Street. Eurcpe and America. .
E e 3 - GREETENGS TO The R N Fli 1d N : A ! . . . i
i , i . ZEera. WS Agency. One company, the American Export Line, monopo-
: ) ¢ 21 24th Street lizes that way of escape because it holds the subsidized
1 Joe's Cigar Store, government assignment for it. Its own facililies are ab-

LEVITON STRIKERS

. 1332 Polk Street
! - Bob Pancan’s Smoke Shop
' 1986 Sutier Sireet.

| S ~Susan Green

& | — ' | In Oakland:

De Lauer News Agency, i
12th Sireet dnd Broadway.

. Greetings to Labor Action |
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From Joan and Susan

Cleveland Audience Welcomes -
Shachtman’s Anti-War Speech

CLEVELAND—-A very successful meeting was held for Max Shachiman,
secretary of the Workers Party, ob Sunday, April 13, 1941.

i . May Day Greetings to LABOR ACTION
L : Shachtman. speaking at the Hotel Allerlon on "A Program lo Smash Hit-

| . T v Jerism,” addressed an enthusiastic crowd of 100 people, among lhem many
| And the Workers Party Negrovs. _ peop 8 ¥

An index of the enthusiasm of the audience was manifested in the colleé-

] ] i —Worcest‘ef BI’CI nCh tion of $26.

N : While in Cleveland, Shachitman made arrangemenis to speak over {he
radio on a forum upon his return trip. He alslt.)' spent a full day in discussions
with contacis, sympathizers and branch gpembers, and reviewed the branch
work with the comrades.

The speech of Comrade Shachtmén was all the mtﬁre welcome in Cleve-
lahd, since in their public agitation against the war the other working class
parties in Cleveland have been almost completely dormant.

-May Day Greetings
North and South Philadelphia Branches

PR R - - ]

. | o Schedule of Shachtman National Tour
Revolutionary Greetings

. : San Froncisco ..

Ee Boston Branch .
. Los Angeles___.___. ... Sunday to Saturday, May 11-17

L N - e - I - Houston . " - ; \Flidﬂh May 23
et || A — T w ' . ‘Kénsas City ... . SN A, Tuesday, May 27

A banner turnout is expected for Shachtman’s return trip.

.............. e e e Fid Y, May 2
Portland______ .. . e Saturdey, May 3
) . Tuesday-Wednesday, May 6-7
Qakland .. .. .. i Thursday-Friday, May 8-9

T
FI-.

8 il . . . St. Louwis ... ... Thursdcy to Sunday, May 29 to June 1
:|I W!th Unceasmg N\lil’rancy Streator .. S S Mondcy‘, June 2
Bos Let Us Press Forward to Chicage . . . .. . -.__Titesduy—Wednesdoy, June 3-4
_ The Socialist Revolution Louisville ......... -NI._.-..Fridoy, June 6
< : Cincinnati ... .. ‘Sgturday, June 7
il —San Francisco Branch and Bay Area COtMBUS e Sunday, June 8
.E-.' ) Akron . Monday, June 9
7 . ! Youngstown ... L Tuesday, June 10
i : : ' : Pittsburgh ______ Wednesdoy-Thursday, June 13-12

Washington ... LA Friday, June 13
. Sl . . Saturday, June 14

: oo Sundey, June 15
‘Monduay, June 16
——— Tuesdday, June 17

Let’s Make Every lssue \
Baltimore

E Of LABOR ACTION Philadelphia

- ; . ' Reading ... . .,

0 An Eight-Pager Mt. Carmel

Newark ... .. . e eceeees Wednesday, June 18
- —Los Aﬂgeies Branch Massachusetts (Boston, Lynn, Worcester, Fitchburg)

- ' Friday to Mondoy, June 20-23
e On May Day, 1941, let us once against commit to our minds |

= the words &f the great revolutionist, Leon Trotsky: “The task -

- ‘ of the porty consists'in LEARNING, from experience derived MAY DAY GREETINGS ,
from the struggle, how to demonstrate to the proletariat its from

~ right to leadership.”

Irvmg Plaza Hall

b TROTSKY BRANCH |
B - WORKERS PARTY _ {15 Street’ and lrving Place, New York.)

AKRON -LOCAL

WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN TROTSKY’S LAST 'WORDS:

© “GO FORWARD!”

We Pledge to Corry on in the Spirit of
Actlv:ty that put Shachtman on the Ballot-
—BRONX BRANCH

X

May Day Greetings to the Paper Fighting

For Negro's Rights ever It Finds It

~HARLEM BRANCH .
Forward to a Regular 8-Page LABOR We Salute the Paper of Revolutionary
ACTION By May Day, 1942 Action on This Workers’ Day

I,-—BROWNS\/!LLE BRANCH ~LOWER MANHATTAN BRANCH

Wc:r Paper

‘Aircraft--

‘fensive against labor,

sclutely inadequate to carry all who want passage, but
when the United States Lines wanted to put some of its
vesséls into the New York-Lisbon service, not fhrough
any genérous motives but to garner some of the profit-
sable trade, the Export Lines first insisted on a share of
the profits, else it would not give up its gevernmeni-
granied monopoly. Finally, an agreement was reached
and approved by the Maritime Commission for eleven
evacuation voyages made by the U.8. Lines. The Export
people were paid $§82 750 as.their share of the profits,
while the U.8. Lines cleaned up $476.895 in net profits.

This information comes from none other than Rear
Admiral Emory S. Land, chairman of the Maritime Com-
mission, And this company, which collected $382, 068 for

- doing nothing but selling a privigele which the govern-
ment GAVE them and paid them for exercising,.is now
seeking an additional subsidy to start a weekly air line
hetween New York and Lisbon. .

{Continued from page 3)
A very fundamental weakness of

" the aircraft section of the UAW is

the fact that most of the members
are new to unions. The unipn lead-
ers must see o it that these workers
are made 100 per cent union con-
scious. Every worker should ireat
every other worker like a union
brother. They must be educated in
the spirit of industrial unionism.

There are greater battles io come
for aircraft labor. Roosevelt and the
bosses are getling under way an of-
particularly in
aireraft. The union ranks must be
solidly closed to meet this offensive.
Aircraft workers, on guard!

Next week we will discuss whatf
wlll happen fo aireraft workers after
the war.

THbU_SANDs WAIT FOR VISAS

Meanwhile in the French concentration camps, there
are thousands either holding U.S. visas or trying to get
them. No effort has been made 1o help them escape their
11v1ng heli—neither widespread granting of visas, nor
shipping facilities to carry them out of the country.
‘While sanetimonious members of the soclal élite organ-
ize their Aid Britain committees, and government big
shots tall” about using American naval gonvoys to safe-
guard shipments of war supplies fo “democracys bhas-
tion” men who fled the Hitler peril in imminent denger
of iheir lives, or who actually risked iheir lives on. the
battlefields of Spain fighting for democracy, are allowed
to die like flies. They can't pay swollen passage fees and
they constitute a “dangerous” element because they have
shown their willingness fo do something to secure a de-
mocracy aboul which the dowagers and debutantes can
only prate. % ’

Think of the situation of these people: no v1sas, or
if visas are obtained, no way of using them to’ leave the

BEVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS camps; often the visas expire before they c¢an be used,

FROM A FRIEND and then thé process must he repeated. One woman
4 rilled herself a short time ago?for that every reason;

REVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS

Greetings from Local New York

The'Workers Pclrtl*y-Fi'gh’rs Fascism Where-

- —YORKVI LLE BRANCH
3

May Day Greetings to @ F:ghtmg Ant:-

—UPPER WEST SIDE BRANCH

her husbands visa did nol expire and he got away to
COLUMBUS, OHIO, BRANCH  the Us. + - .
PLEDGES INCREASED
ACTIVITY IN.SPREADING
OUR PAPER, LABOR ACTION
MAY DAY GREETINGS
FROM SYRACUSE BRANCH

Authoritative information abou! conditiohs in the
concentration camps has finally goiten inte the press.
Afler repezated attempts, a group of correspendents ob-
tained permission fo visit them—after sufficient time had
elapséd. to .giva, the authorities a chance to sprute up‘in
preparation. Neverthelegs this is what the corresponag-
ents saw: An “atrocious camp for the Bpanish ‘militia-
men” at Argéles-sur-Mer. It was at this camp that or-
ganized protest demonstrations recently occurred, the
French government forestalling attempts fo get more
information abou! them. At Gurs, there i3 a camp for
German Jews who fled the terrors of Hitler only to find
themselves placed in g “hopeless situetion.” On the visitl
to the Rivesaltes camp, bad enough, the internees there
considered themselves as 100 per cent betler off ihan
we were at Gurs” or “1 will be ready to accept any-
thing rather than retul:n to Argéles”

L3

HELL—THE BEST DESCRIPTION

LET'S PUSH FORWARD

IN' THE SPIRIT OF THE

BETHLEHEM STRIKERS
—~BUFFALO BRANCH

Remember that these are réports of the condilions as
seen in short, prepared-for visits. Remember alse that
some of these camps are now greatly reduced in size;
for example, the Argdles camp now holds 12,000 'as
against its former 60,000 to 70.000. One wonders how
much of the reduction is due to premature deaths. Sofnie
bave been shipped to North Africa. '

FROM THE KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURY, BRANCH |

FORWARD TO THE UNITY
OF BLACK AND WHITE
AGAINST CAPITALISM

—BALTIMORE BRANCH

Although the newspaper men were not allowed inside
this camp, they were driven around the barbed-wiie

one, even one without a squeamish stomach. Floorless
sheds, lacking windows and lighting, flthy- raggéd gae.
ments, people sleeping on vermin-infested sand, fre-
quenl births with many deliveries on that same -sand,
inadequate food to say the least. An “overpewering
ON THE MARCH odor” emanated from the eating places. Most of the men
. have been living under conditions even worse than those
~——LYNN BRANCH just described for three years., Four ithousand women

. live in this rat hole.

“MAY DAY GREETINGS
FROM THE
STATEN ISLAND UNIT
OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S
'SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MAY bAY GREETINGS
TO A WORKING CLASS

Al Rivesaltes, many of whose occupants came from
Argéles, there are 8,000 childven, but here at least there .
is some approach towards sanitaiion. Despite crowding
ang liltle food, it is incomparably betier than Argéles
which, alter all, is used only for Spanish militiamen and
women.

The Jews at Gurs are not very talkaiive, but they
use one expressive word to convey their views gbout
that place—"hell.” Nor can they be blamed after having
just gone through a severe winter in high altitudes with
no beds or mattresses ang few blankets; without fuel and
water which was always frozen. One writer laconically
remarks: "Many persons died.” :

SQCIALITES HELPED, OTHERS NOT

Relurning o our earlier remarks, we wonder why
no attempt is made by the “arsenal of democracy” to
rescue these human beibgs whose living conditions are
.worse than that.of swine who are at least fattened before
they are killed. Are the members of our first families,
our prominent financiers and industrialists whose names
appear as sponsors of this or that committee which seeks

“ 1o pull us into war Lo sae Eng}énd concerned enly with
the well-being of those of Anglo-Saxon descent and
completely immune ta any feeling of sympathy for Span-
jards, anti-fascist Italians, Jews and anti-Nazi Aryan
Germans? IE certainly seems so. Although it needs io
be added that socialite refugees, dukes and duchesses
and idlers of all degrees, have found no difficulty here.
They evidently make fine night club companions.

And in this evidence of caliousness, we read also the
complete hypocrisy of those who urge that this is 2 war
for democracy, for the welfare and freedom of op-
pressed peoples. Those who will do sll in their power
to help English imperialism but who yel refuse to aid-
the worst sufferers of fascist terr&;r can scarcely be en-
trusted with defense of democracy. Only the working
class, which has everything to gain from a truly derno-
¢ratic society where none will want and where-congen-’
tratmn camp$ will be unhegrd of, can, be relied upon’ to
defet fascism. and to go for ward “tor the new, SOGi"l].lSt p
aouety.

fenice encircling it. That was more than enough for any- . ’
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ODELL WALLER

'Demacrqcy"
Marches On

By HENRY PELEAM

The Administration, press, radio
and Negro misieaders inform wus
every hour within the 24 that the
fate of democracy hangs in the bal-
ance; we must preserve the Amer-
ican way of life with al,l out aid~'to
Britain.

We are, however, aware that de-
mocracy like charity should begin at
home. This has bgen demonstrated
in recent months by ihe lack "of cien'
‘mocracy in Gretna, Va., where CQdell
Waller, 23 year old Negro, tr—iéd, to
eke out an existence for his 65 year
old widowed mother, his wife and
himself as a sharecropper, receiving
as his share one-fourth of the pro-
duction from the acreage h,e and his
family worked.

When the federal goverpmeni in-
slitluted its donservation program, lhe
boss farmer cut down his {oBacco
acreage and requésted Waller to
work the wheat acreage withouvt
making any setilement for past
work done.

This caused a dispute, between the
boss and Waller, who, thinking that
the boss was reaching for a gun,
beat him on the draw and shot the
thieving boss.

Waller has been convicted and
sentenced to, be execyted; h]§ -Case
is befora the Virginia Staté Supgrems’
Court for review, dus {o the efforts
of the NAACP, Workers Defense
League " and "other interested labor
organizalions.

Last summer, Elbert Williams, Na-
gro worker of Brownsville, Tenn.,
attempted fo exercise his democratic
rights by forming a group of looal
workers to register and vote in the
coming presidential eleclion. For
this effort to iest ithe American way
of life, at least 1n Tennessge, he was
spirited from his home after mid-
night by a group of known white
men and Iynched, His body was noi
found until several days later in a
decomposed condition. Only his wife
wag able fo identify the remains.

Many Such Cases

’

March 25 marked the tenth annj-
versary of the Scoltsboro case, which
received international publicity al-
though the Stalinists, through the
International | Labor Defense, had
made it practically impossible for
any other organizatlions to work with
them. As a resull of a horse irade,
five of the boys were pardoned and

four doomed fo rot in prison.

I mention the Seottsboro case be-
cause it was the most famous, and
most widely pu\b,li,c&rzed tase in te-
cent years. Bul almost daily .there
are cases of egual or lesser degree.
Two such were cited above: More
thap that, however. the pgrsecution
of the Negro people is part and par-
cel of the American way of "demoe-
racy.” A Negro applies for a job,
he is told “No work for you. A Ne-
gro tries to rent an apartment, he is
told “No rooms for you here”; or
“Viou can have the place if you pay
twice what a white man pays. *

A white man was recent.ly killed
ip & street ¢ar fight by two Negroes
who came to the defense of a Negro
woman. The white man had refused

to share his seaf in 1he Jim-grew’

seciion of the cay with the Negro
woman, direcling various insults and
orders at her. 'This»happened in
Louisville, Ky., the hpme of hourbon
whiskey, colonels, fast horses and
rabid race prejudice. You can be
sure that the two Negroes will be
fully punished for a crvime that was
not really iheirs.

The' press frequently prints Iurid
stories of alleged rape by Negro
men of whijte women. Most of these
are outright and scandalpus frame-
ups. In every case some popr Negro
is dragged before a court, sometimes
compelied under torture te ronfess,
and then sentenced. There is, how-
ever no punishment for ihe rape of
Negro women by while men. Lately
there has been a wave of sex crimes
committed against Negro women by
white men. In almost no cage has
the criminal begn pUmshed

In ¢ight southern states (Alabamal
Arkansas, Geergia, South Carolina,
Tenpesse¢, Virginia and Texas) the
vigigus pell iax system gtill prevails.

This nf coMiEe. esa@ isfranchises he.
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Negro M asses and the Sfruggle for World Socialism

-

_By J. R. JORNSON'

— e — D

' Marxisimi, on every fundamental issue, always seems
to 1he bourgoeis to be standing things on their heads.
The bourgeois thinks that a rhan's mentality shapes his
environment; Mavxism shows that it is_his environment
which shapes his mentality. The bourgecis thinks (or
pretend to think) that Hitler caused the war and the
cyisis; Marxism points out that the First World Way and
the economic crisis caysed Hitler. The bourgeois thinks
that its own educateéd and irained members are the
leaders of saciety who must be looked to fpy leadership
opt of waorld chaos. Marxismn knows that'it js this group
which forms the greatest social barrier to the soliition
of our diffielities teday; that the elass in sociely to
whom we must look for a solutign,qi war and, economic
ills are the workers, and particularly the most miser-
able, the mosgl. QRpressed the most enslaved, the most
dggmded the most explmtecf It is this which makes
the Negroes, 1w Afr;ca in Afhérica, in the West Indies,
of such enqrmous Jmpovtance in the struggle for so-
clalism, ot

i
THE SYSTEM MUST BE OVERTHROWN -

This, like all- Marx:st -dedudtions, resta not On PsY-
eholegy, but on the solid foundation of -econgmie analy-
sis a;nd on'the gcanemic analysis, not of an¥ single so-
ciely, but of- capitalist production on 2 ivorld scale.
What is the crying coptradl,(;t;on in so¢iéty tcday" It is

the contragiction between the eapacily of production, .

gctual ang gqtenual angd the consuming power eof the
masses limited by the fact that in modern gocigly the
masses are compelled to live on what is. sufficient to
maintgin them alive and fo reproduce another genera-
. tion of wonkers.

That ¢ontrast is seen in Amerlca mast elearly hetween
ihe possibilities, for example, of cotion preduction ang
wanufeetupe and food in the Southern states, and the
somi-primitive conditipns of life to. which the millions
of, Negroes are gondemned. To limit the example to the
South for the momeng, »'prosperity” will never return fo
that area uniil,the ten million Negrogs have such hous-

- ing, clothing, food, edugation and recreatiop as are fit
for_humdh beings in the twentieth century.

Transfer the problem to the international field. The
world market includes nearly 408 million Indians over
400 million Chingse, 126 million African Negraes. Today
American industry or German industry or British in-
dustry, gagh by itself, can supply ihe needs of these
workers as long as they continue to live at ttie rate of
five or six cenis a day, as the oyverwhelming majority
ol them do.

There is no solution to the’ world economic problem
until their problems arg spitled. These hundreds of mil-
liops must be released {ypm the vast slums in wh:ch

they live. But who keeps themy there® It is the ‘ruling

éducated clasg, the imperialists; and those groups which
hang on to imperialism. For these millions to be freed at
all, they have to overthrow the present system. Poor,
backward, degraded as they are, on ihe historieal sgale
they are part of whai Lenin ealled the Russian toiling

and exploited masses, “the most advanced vepresenta- .

tives of society.” Lenin knew the weaknesses and ihe
deficiencies of the Russian: people, but he knew that if

' Russia was to lift iself at all oul of its barbarism. these

very masses hegd to do it.

Todey, so-called “esducated” society will destroy c¢iv-
ilization unless the miserable, the oppressed, the de-
graded-takeYhe direction of society inte their own hands.
They want leadership. They.will make many mistakes.
-But. they must become in their own sphéres the motive

The edueated boungeois despises the Negro. The reyoiu-
tionaries, not from sentimentality, nor humanitarianism,
but from sober caleulation. knows what the Negrees
mean in the.struggle for a new society.

THE MASSES DETEST IMPERIALISM

From the theoustieal point of view, the chvious gues-
tion now arises. ls it obvious to the Negrogs themselves

The R

wigéile of the'soelrl transtormation, ar soisty will peyishi.

\‘

or how soon will ii be? Here again we must avoid psy-
ehological reasoning and examing instead what has hap-
pened. during the iast few years in the struggle against
fasgism and imperialist war. Both fageism and 1mper;al-
it war aye upiversally detested by the great majority
of working people in every country.
. When Mussolini altacked Ethiopia the Indian masses
held a day of maqrmng 1o show theu- golidarity and sym-
pathy. The social- .demoeracy in Europe prolested and
called  upon their imperlalist governments to fight for
the’ libgralion of Ethiopia. Haile Sclassie and his gov-
ernment trusted to social-democratic 1oinfoglery, to the
League of Nations and to the treacherous assurances of
Barton, the British minister. But the Ethiopian people
themselves fought and Aever ceased to fight. Not for
one single day did- Ethiopian warriors cease a highly
organized guerilla war{are -againsi the fascist invaders.
The situation soon became unbearable for Mussolini
and h¢ made overtures io Hajle Selassie asking him to
come back as ruler unger-Ifalian dominalion. It was the
only way Mussolini could see to pacdfy the new colony.
Haile Selassie refused. Today the British have supplied
Selagsie with armed forces and have marched into Addis
Abbaba with him. But the class conscious Negroes all
over the world are profoundly suspicicus of Britain's
rdle. It seems to' them {hai one 1mpenal1sm has been
substituted for another.

" But let us xm;,agme for a morn,gni that instead of Brit-
ish imperialism, a pro_letanan goverament in Britain, or
in Ttaly for thal matter, nol necessarily well established
but struggling to econsolidate itself, had beep able o send
token detachmenls, perhaps not very lafge shipmentd of
guns and ammunition, angd = declaration of independence
for all 1he Iialian or British colonjes in.Afyvica, er hoth.
Lei us imagine that nighily on the radia a government,
2 proletarian goverpment, called for revelution in Af-
rica. The, collapse of imperialism in large parts of. Africa
would follow with g speed which would surprise those
who eannot see the holtowness inside the palatial fagade.,

The- large masses of the African peeple have. abso-
hately nothing to attach them io imperialism. They trace
all the evils from which they suffer to the white man in
Afrvica; “the devil is a white man” There are gome
workers in western civilization who think they have
gomething to cling to. They vote for Roosevelt against
Wilikie. They .think thal even if America must keep
out of war, they must send bundies to Britain and *we”
must arm. There are g hundred million peopla in Af-
rica to whom all this means absolutely nothing. The
Ethiopians had arms and fought to a finish. ‘Phe rest are
beaten and demoralized, but they hope in secret. Their
hopes are to drive the imperiglisis into the sea. That
is why al} over Africa the Ethiopian struggle is followed
with such passionate intensity. They seg in Etb{oman
independence lhe symbol of their owri emancipation,

OUR TASK IN AMERICA

I,@t us now look at the Negroes in' Amertea gnd the .
present war. Today gvery imperialist government, and
particylarly the American govefnment, has obe task io
perform, to prepare the country for war. "Thig ‘prepara-
tion is materigl: arrnaments and army; and it is psycho-
jogical: war to defest Hitler, was for “democracy,” fo
defend our liberties, ihe necessity for sacrifice, efe. A
great part of the Ameriban masses as a whaole accept the.
necessity for “defense” They want the sacrifice to fall
where it preperly bhelongs, on the Fieh. They think that
“defense" is crle thing, but that fighting with Japan over
Ching, gy sending an ARF to Burope is something en-
firely different from “defemse.® The revolutionary fask
eongists in showing the workers thabh<whén Roosevelt
seys ‘‘defense” he mesng American imperialist aggres-
sion and that if we consider imperialist aggression to
bg the cause of war, th\en we must begin here, against
Rooseveli.

Now it is the masses c:f Negroes who understand this
better than anyone ‘elge in America. At a mags meeting

held for the purpose of developing the fisht for Negro,

but drivers in Harlem, one of the speakdrs referved lo
the fact that he hdd seen In a Harlem shop window a

request for bundles for Britain. The mere ‘stgtement”
Tavoked-a tremendous response of detisive langhter and

strong feeling from 5,000 people. Roosevell's propaganda
Jbhad left them cold. The ayevage Negro simply cannot
‘be made to teel excited over bundles for Halifax, Church-
ill and the enstavers of Africa and India. He may re-
Jmain’ passive, but as seen as the revelutionary 'point of

vigw is placed before him he sees it at once. On the -

other hand we can be certain that if, ut that meeting,
historical circumstances had made it possible to appeal
for a workers' Britain, struggling ‘against Hiller for the
poer, oppressed ang exploited of Britain who had issued
a declaration repouncing imperialist domination over
India and Africa, there would scarcely be a member of
a family present who would not have gone to find some
treasured garment or precious nicke] to send.

Exactly the reverse is the case among the "educaied”
rulers. They are busy with their bundles and armaments
for Britain and they only hesilate when they suspect
that theses bundles may ultimately {ind their way to a
socialist Brifain. At the first serious hint of it they
‘would fhrow every ounce of their available weight on
the side of Hitley. There are a few pelty bourgeois Ne-
groes who clutch their $40 a week to their bosoms and
feel socidl solidarity with J. P. Morgen. They taik a loi
and write in to the newspapers, They “represent” Negro
thought in their own stupid minds and in the minds of
‘the Amencan hoobwahsie,

LOOK TO THE MASSES FOR A WAY OUT .

Byt the Jarge majerity of the Negroes, the over-
wheiming ma;ority, are hostile fo and resent{ul of Roose-
veli's propaganda about 5 war for democragy. Like all
mygsses, however, they can judge ohly by action. They
want 1o see the socialist alternatwe But once it is

pesed concretely they will automatically prove them-*
. selyes what Lenin called the Russian workers, “lhe most

advanced representatives of society.”

CWall Sirest, Roosevell and the .rest, with théir bun-
dles (and armaments) for Britain are vepresentative of
all that is most backward, barbarous and destructive in
sooiety today. elass-copscious and cold-blopded. If the
British workers tried tp break awsgy from imperialism
tombrraw everi in order to atiack Hitler more fiergely,
these lovers of Britain would turn against the British
workers; intent on destroying them. The Harlem Ne-
groes who fight for jobs, thfusands upon thousands, sup-
porting the cause “on principle,” arg fighiing for a new
ovder of -sopiety. 4 workers' Britain officially . denourfe-
ing imperialism in Africa, would set Harlem ablaze wilh
revolutionary enthusiasm. Where then musi we lock for

=T Larery

'bombs just as easily. The people. refused 1o be intimi-

daled. I is reportied, however, that some of the marines
told the Negro. workers, “We won't shoot.
nothing against you. We wapt yon tc win your strike”

The news spyead in the same way as during thg Febru-

ary revolution the news of the cogsacKk who winked at
the crowd spread amopg the Sl. Petershurg Pdolétanat

How many marines were prepared to shoot or not to

shoot is net important. Whatl matters is this: the police

fores is Negro, chesen from among the masses of the
people. Its lgwvalty during a crisis is in doubt and, hag,
been for. over twenty years. If such a crisis existed and _
one revolutionary detachrment of marines landed -and

joined the people, and said Q'lai it would fight with tham,

there is not one single Weést Indian island. not one sins

gle African colony (except the Union of South Afu,c_a]

where the imperialisi régime would not be doomed.

In India there is a force of reactionary Indian prinees

and Indian bourgeois; jn China there is the Chinesg

bourgeoisie and landliords; in the Union of Socuih Africa
there is a comparatively large white population. Butin
French Africa, British Africa, Portuguese Alrica and the
West Indian islands,.at any grave soeial erisis the revos
lutionary whites, if they can show forge and clear leads
ership, ean give an invincible impetus to the world rey-
olution. What is curious is that the imperialists fear this
more than the revolutionisis expeot if,

ANOTHER EXAMPLE FROM THE WEST INDIES -~
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. The second West Indian example is more recent and

more striking. I{ is the case of Martinique. When bouy-
geois France collapsed before the blitzXrieg, the AMar-
tinique Negroes awoke 1o world pelitics. They hed to
¢hoose. The local government declared for Vichy; Roase-
veli naturally wanied them to declare for de Gaulle,
Thal would haye enabled Brilgin to get the planes in-
tended for Frange which were bottled up, in the island
and which might gel to Hitler. Bui the Marimlque Ne-
groes, as PM's special ‘correspondent found out dfter art

‘investigalion, wanted neither Petain nor de Gaulle. They

the way out? “Where but to these and all who are like -

théem, with nothing to lose bul their chains and ihe

+ whaole world to gain,

WEST INDIANS SHOWED THEIR METTLE

“What they want is leadership. Let us take a conerele
recent cxample from the West Indies. Some years ago,
a geries of strikes and riots ran throughthe West Indian
isiands: In Trinidad there was a magnificent general
strlke It began in big oil industrial planis al one end
aof the 1sland -and in a few hours all work had come fo
a atandstl,ll “In Port of Spain, the capifal, which js silu-
atéd at fhe other end, the school children ran out of!
school and -went home and the domestic servants who
warked for wh ,ﬁ%
the best Doy, a Ieft theid work and went home 1lco.
Why, exactly, many of them could nof say. The West
Indian populat:on chiefty agricultural labarers, stepped
work on ihe big estates. All the working people mnply
drew together” against fhe white rulmg class.

The governor sent for cryisers a_nd some IMarines
landed. Airplapes cruised overhead, drobping leaflpis
and, of pourse, showing thereby that they could drop

rates.”

to regch the USA. They were mtgl-

quple. despite the-faet fhat-they got.

didn't wani Amervica eilher, for French Negroes -detest
American race prejudice. The Negroes wera o@erw.hehn-_.
ing for an ingependent Martinique’ in a Pan-Americal;
federalion. They do not know it as yel but they will get
independence of any value only under socialisp.
Nationalism -has not been sirong in the West Lndies,
least of all in the French colohies. The Negre popgl,mlon
thinks in lerms of dosninidon status. Suddenly evenis in
Europe faced these somewhat isolated. Negroes with
what seems to be two alierpatives. They chose 3 {hird
almgst avernight. Who doubis that U given & lead they
wilt fight for it and sweep their oppressors injo the sea?
Let us sum up. We face alternatives of socialism of

an increasing barbarism. "The soluiion of the problenm
reguires, among other things, the release of the produg-

.tivity of a billion colonials. ameng whom there are 150

million exploited Negroes. Their release necessitates the |
overthrow of capitalist wage slavery.. Having gained
nothing bul misery from capitalism, they are ready to
fight it, instinctively, as a man is always ready to thraow
off semeone who is sitting on his back and squeezing
his life away.

The Negroes iry tg organize themselves and must he
aided In their atiempts to prepare a siriking force. The .
decisive battles will be fought in the great cenfors 972

capitalist production, by the advanced and organized
workers., There can be no lasting victory anywhenp

- without -viclory- there,—bhut--as--we .¢alpulate foronn. sl -

estimate chances let us remember that all these miiligns
of colonials, and among them the Negroes, are opy pe-
tential ailles, who need only the stimulus of oup own
action and ihe slghl of some represeniatives of the west:
ern proletariat ready ta fight with them. They can fight
without that, but with it they are lavineible, It i3 true

+ of Afrlea, it is true of the West Indies and it is true alse

of our own “colonial” Septh.
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This was just one example

noticed many trucks being driven to

CRITICIZES BREWSTER
.UN!ON PAVER
Dear Bir: -

- In your paper you've been print-
ing letters from Brewster men, in
which they wrete of the many griev-
ances they had with the way the
upion wag doing things: Most of them
wrete about the need of having &
ynion paper- Last Friday we saw the
first issue of ® mew union paper.
From what Ive seen of ather upjon
newspapers, I weould say that this
paper dogso’'t even come glose fo

" ihe eihers.

T think 'that 2 union paper should
not only serve as an information bul-
lstin, but should azlgo be sducational.
By this I mean that information as
to what is goingron in the plant as
regards its activities in the field of
sport, ‘reorveation, orgamization, ete.

‘are important bat net as important
as it can be as an educator. The pa-
per should carry articles on what
the duties of the shop steward should
be, articles on how_ the many union
committees should function, arlicles
on the progress the CIQ is making

. in its drives for unienization, arv-
tiglea on the many grievances the
men have with the compapy. In
short, the paper should B¢ the woice
of and the fAghter for the rights of
lapor and met merely the sort of

whitg werkep pr sharecropper who
is too poer to pay the tax, henge too
popr to vote. How especially vicipus
is this sysiem is revegled in almost
every court case in which the white
- plutagracy is trying "to railroad &
Negro io jail or the chair. Those
who do nat pay the tax canno{ serve
"on juries. In the case of Waller, for
example, this meant that his pee- 8,
that is his fellow sharecroppers, werg
barred from sitting in judgment on
his case: his fate was given mto the
hands of a white f{armer ;(ury In
pressing its appcal the Workers De-
fense League is paking thig its prin:
c:r»ql peint.

"es, Negmgs have littie to defend
- this “demgeracy.” That iz why
they, less than any other séction of
the population, have  fallep for the
war propaganda. The Waller and

thing that’s put out by a somal club.
The union is not just a social club,
but an organization with g purpose,
to beiter and pretegt the working
and living COndlthI’lS of its membeyr-
ship.

Mpybe I'ma being too orxtleal ot
the fipst issue, bui I think the editoys
would have done well to have read
other Lnion ang labor papers.

Yours,
B.

REFUGEEE DESORIRE
RUSSIAN CONDITIONS .

Dear Editor: '

. Here are some little sfories from
the Spviet YUnion which will help
give us a beter picture of what the
dally life of the people is like over
there. The sour¢e:is a group of Pol-
ish refugees whe were moved from
the Russian part of Poland ¢ the in-
terior of the USSR: they managed

_to get passparts and erossed Biberia

Negroes Win - -

{€aniinged from page 1)
evgniuzlly be Negro wor\l-ge:«:s."

The cp-chaismen of the drive is-
sued the following statgment: “This
is pot the end, but merely the be-
gipning in the histdrie, siruggle of
the Negre people of the 20th century
to agsert their rights to dwell io the
heart eofthis democragy of ours, ra-
they than on the fringe. Our slogan
as we march forward together is—
ragy. We are caliing upon all lovers
let’'s make our lapd safe for democ-
see that all members of this democ~
of democracy, white and black, to
racy, even though they are a minor-
ity, shall be free

Now that the bus sirike has heen
won, the committee which conducted
it will continue as the United Negro
Bus Association to represent the Ne-
groes who obtaip jobs with the bus
company and to see to it that the
provisions ¢f the coniract are car-
ried through. However, each of the
three organizations composing the
original committee will refurn to its
own activity. The Greater New York
Coordinating Committee, which ilgeif
is composed of many organizations.
hag plans for extending this struggle.

An impertant place for such a
campaign is in the war industries
where thera are many jobs avail:
able from which Negroes are barred
in spile of the famct that many of
thewy are well {rained to Al thesg
Jobs. The Workeps Pariy is veady
to paphicipate iy such 8 campaign, to
ablain jobs for Negroes, in the same
widnner a5 we participated in the

Williams ingidents are .an xgagxp-_ {geim bui srile, ip the, capacity .ol

manntable argdment.

el aF i aax ther way whieh
= Ly

T milled sbout.

w;ll advange the ét,ru,ggle for social,
politieal and amnpm,w equahty for
the Negro massgs,

ALL OUT 70 THE VICT().RY PA-
RADE ON SATURDAY, APRIL 24.

Strikes -

(Continuved -from page 2}
Attacks on union men bave ocontin-
ued in the plants. Ford thugs have
beatén up unionists wherever and
whenever they thought they could
get away with it. Ford still hopes to

" break the gverwhelming strengih of

the United Automobile Workers so
as not to have to megotiate with the
CIO wniod, as he has agreed to do.
Undoubtedly the. great majority of
the men in the plants Wl]l vote for
the CIO.

As o resuit of Ford's renewed ef-:
forts at infimidation. threats of an-
other strike. were in the »sir. Onge
more the state police appeared at the.
plant gate. Great crowds of workers
Finally, stewards of
the UAW instructed the workers to
disperse. Latgr a union sound truck
announeed -there wayld be no strike
because Ford officials had agreed to
“keep matiers peaceful’-

That remgins to be seen!

LET THE PEOPLE
FOTE ON-WAR!

lectuals and trained observers of so-
cial- phenomena.

Some Polish workers (one of the
refugees among them} were moveq
to Rugsia and put to work in- the
mines. They decided, since they
were  prisoners doing forced labor
u,ncier bad condilions, to sabotage by
slow-down. They did. ARer the
first few days one of the Russian
wo,rl;;ers approached them. “Com-
rades,” he said, “we would like 10
ask you npt io work so fast—or else
the management will cut out piece

6f the extreme dégree of apathy
throughgut Russian production.
The exiles commenied on the tre-

mendous fear of Germpny preva-
lent throughout Russia. Several had
discussed the possibility of a Ger.
man attack with Russian officers.
The Russians admitted that Germany
could take the Ukraine and Cau-
casus without much difficulty; they
were depending upon the same fac-
tors that defeated Napoleon to stop
Hitler.

On passing” through Siberia they

(HEGROES

MEED MNOT.
APPLY

stations where their motors were
changed fo hurn charcoal gas. One
forgigner inquifed the reason, At
first be got the official answers:.
must congerve fuel for the military,”
ete. Not satisfied, he quesiion fur-
ther and finally asked the enginear
in chal-ge of the operations.” He wa$s.
quite frank. “We must do that be-
cguse we don't have enough. gasos
Iine.” “But why is that?’ “Becaust
we send so much o Germapy”
Again the foreigner asked why. I

“e -

we didn't they'd come and take i8” .

Several of them, who had been in
Lithuania duripg the Russian boou-
pation, affirmed the existenge of
peasant soviets,

In the villages they pawed through,
they held elections to the soviéts.
cane, this was unserambled and GPU
hirelings put in charge. In  many
cases, the Red Army officials who
had approved the alections - .were
puzzled ai the changes.

Tt was “the opinion of these ob-
servers, among them economists,
that in general the standard of w-#
ing of the peasants was higher than
before the Revolution—at least’ in
that they hod more to eat; while

- that of the workers was lower. 'Phis

was due fo the general inefficiency
of production, plus the emphasis on
war prodyction 'and the general
breakdown of ilhe system of distri-
bution. In one town where they
asked for cigareties they were told

“"We have been without them, for
two months, but are expeocting some
within a2 few weeks. We are luoky,
compared with our neighboring towih
where they have been without thém
for six months."”
so much to & shortage of clgarettes'
as to lack of organization and faml-
ities  for distribution.

These are some of the hlghhghts
What a picture thé€y paint!
M. G,
Kansas City, Mo.

T

An article by Leon Trotsky will be

published in the pext isswe of The =
New Interpational. Hitherto onpghy 0

lished in Englisk, 1t is caled “Bu:
reaugratism ‘and Anti-Semitism.”,

This was not dug -
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ONE YEAR OF THE WORKERS

ART

Vigérously Pressing Its Revolutionary
line Before Widening Groups of Workers,
The Party a Completes Year of Activity

‘By HARRY ALLEN |

Formed in April, 1940, following the split with the
‘Cannonites (SWP), the Workers Party has completed one
.year of weil-rounded sctivity, The Workers Party has
carried on in the principles and program of revolutionary
‘Marxism--translated into the modern epoch, on the fun-
‘damental program of Bolshevism. Any efforts by this or
that individual to derail the movement off the revolu-
tionary course have met with complete failure. Born in
the difficull period of a split in the ranks of the Fourth
International and the beginning of the Second World
‘“War, ihe Workers Party has consistently put forward
the revolutionary anti-war position before the working
‘masses. If is as an active revolutionary, anli-war party
that our organization, from top to botiom, has made ils
mark and will continue to do so in the future. '

The Workers Party has demonsirated actively that it
can ‘g\arry on against the stream of growing patriolism
and social-patriotism and ‘class-coilaboration policies in
‘the labor movement. The organization is politically and
‘organizationally sound and stable. Its political line and
.activity gradually make their way. Below are sketched
.briefiy, for the informalion of the sympathizers of the
pariy and readers of our press, some of ihe highlights of
the Workers Party life and_activity in the past year.

4

A few days after the Workers Party was formed, a
.special May Day issug of LABOR ACTION, official organ
of ihe Workers Party was gotien out for distribution on
*May Day. This was the {lrst number of LABOR AC-
TION. The Workers Party beld an cpen air May Day
demonstration in New York City at Columbus Circle.

© - The early weeks of the party were given over 1o the
+ establishment of the necessary departments of work and
‘institutions. Less than four weeks after the pariy’s in-
ception, LABOR ACTION emerged as a weekly news-
" paper.- Despite ail hardships, ihe membership and sym-
- pathizers of the parly have maintained our excellent
-weekly paper.
Likewise, the theoretical organ of the party, The New

""Internatlonal continued to appear, buf, with our limited

resources, only as a 16 page publication. The Challenge
of Youih, monthly organ of the YPSL, continued regu-
larly.

A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITY .
Realizing that it would be the revolutionary anti-war

activity of our movement which would be the determin-.

ing factor in the future life and development of the
Workers Party, the political corumiitee decided on a
national tour by Max Shachtman, nationai secrelary.
This was the first of the pariy’s important anti-war ac-
tivities. ‘This lengthy tour by Shachiman, in which he
plit “forward the positian Bf revolutionary international-
18t on the central issue—the imperiglist war—proved a
big success.

; The party, during the past year, has consisiently en-
deavored to e¢ngage in the widest possible variety of

; work—rpublic activity, trade union work, organization
‘and field work, etc—and at the same lime to develop
the necessary measures to ensure the ideological® and
polifical consolidation ‘of our party on firm Bolshevik
foundations. With the aid of objective fadtors, the so-
cial composition of our organization has significantly
changed so that the membership is now becoming in-
creasingly proletarian in its composition. The reeruits
who bave come into the party in the past year have been
abmost entirely proletarian. _

"BRANCHES ORIENT TOWARD THE UNIONS'

The party has organized and funclioning uniis or po-
‘fential units in: Syrecuse, Rochester, Buffalo, Cleveland,
Akron, Detroit, Ann Arbor, Chicago, Seattle. San Fran-
‘cisco, Oakland, Berkeley, Los Angeles, San Pedro, Hous-

" ton, Kansas City, St. Louis, Streator, Louisville, Colum-
bus, Youngstown, Pittsburgh, Washingion, Ballimore,
" Philadelphia, Mt Carmel, Newark, Boston, Lynn, Wor-
" gcester, and Fitchburg, as well .as members at large in
-ather cities. In the past year, thriving branches have
been organized in Buffalo, Kansas City, Mo., and -Balti-
more.

Trade union and indusirial work has developed in
“important sectors of induslry, particularly in Massachu-
-setts, California, Missouri, New York, Ohip and )Il_lmms
. Measures were taken by the recently-held March plenum
of our party fo implemeni concretely certain phases of
- gur trade union work. The change in the social compo-
sition of the organization has reflected itself in the trade
union work of ihe organization, and, tonversely, lhe

. trade union and industrial work of the arganization puts

iits stamp on positive changes in the social compoesition.

PRESS AND NEGRO WORK SPURRED

-Qur major insirument, LABOR ACTION, is regarded
as an oulstanding labor and vevolutionary publication
and persistenily makes ils way among more and more
-of ihe industrial proletarisl, sharvecroppers, Negroes and
other exploited elements. The sale and distribution of

L LABOR ACTICN before factory gates in varicus cities
.is proving enormously succesful, and brings LABOR
JACTION and our party more and more steadily to the
attention of wide masses of workers. The circulation
steadily increases as a result of the fact that more and
aore members are being drawn into the systemalic sale
and distribuiion of the paper. A task of the future is to
.maintain our weekly organ and io double its circulation.
The membership feels confident of being able to accom-
plish this in the nexi few months, Special editions of
LABOR ACTION (e.g. the Negro and CIQ numbers)
have heen issued on occasion. '

The local organtzations have displayed a commend-
“able initialive in several instances and are -showing
themselves entirely capable ol the development of local
‘work (ithe issuance of local literature, agitalional and
propaganda leafiets, ete). Local New York conducted
-one energeiic congressional clection campaign during
which ihousands of pieces of literature were distribuled,
‘scores of public (street corner and indoor) eetings
were held—a campaign in which the membership en-
gaged with its full force.

In order lo develop and guide the work of the local
organizationis more directly, the nalional office has en-
gaged regularly in field work and has hag its few func-.

_ iionaries in the field for considerable periods of time.

Work among the Negroes was conducted, particularly
in Chicago, and latterly in New York, as well as in sev-
eral other cities (Los Angéles, Philadelphia, Boston, ete.).

' (Ohe pamphlet (10,660 copies) on the Negroes was issued
and was quickly disposed of among Negroes who were
more than eager to read what our Party has to offer as a
solution toward the Neglos problem . The: natlonal

. heqrn deparlment of the ‘parly is today in a position to -

rmw_uun Jore g-x-.r.n.uutzlly and-ohe can easily expect

& sharp increase in the scope of the Negro work. For
several months a national Negro organizer has been
utilized by the party in the eastern area.

PAMPHLETS AND TOURS POPULARIZE PARTY

Our ovganization, despite its smallness and limited
resources, has nevertheless regarded national public
tours on the burning issues of the day as a paramount
activity and necessity. In the space of one year our
party has conducted iwo extensive national tours by
Max Shachtman, national secretary, and David Coolidgel,
labor secretary; at this moment g third national four is
being carried through by Max Shachtman. It:is a con-
siderable effort and achievement for a small revelution.
ary organization in this period—an effort which has not
been challenged or egualled by snother political organ-
ization in the working ¢lass movement.

Our party, as a tendency of the Fourth International
movement, has endeavored to demonstrate actively its
international solidarity with the exploited workers and
peasants and colonial peoples throughout the world.
Within a mionth after the Workers Party was formed it
took sleps to establish contact with Fourth Internstional

- mgvements in other ¢ouniries.

A {ew penny pamphlets have been issued to date by
the party: “My Friends—A Fireside Chat on the War”
(addressed 1o the Negroes); "This Is Not Qur War,” =z
manifesto of the Workers Party on the imperialist war;
“Conscriplion—What For?) The recent plenum gdecided
to_issue a series of popular and fundamental pamphlets
on varipus issues before the working class, and these
will appear in rapid succession. )

The issuance of popular leafleis has also been
planned: one on the lease-lend bill having recently been
issued, and ancther {on May Day, 1941) came off the
press a few days ago arid hds been widely distributed in
all parts of the country.

" The youth orranization (YPSL) has also, during this
period, conducted systematic activity ameng the work-
ing class youth and studenis. Il has regularly issued The
.Challenge of Youth, one of the finest of revolutionary
. youth publications of any period, and has also published.

a number of popular pepny pamphiets to the working,

c¢lass youth and Negro youth. The sale and circulation
of these pamphlets has met with very considerable suc-
cess.

in the field of refugee and defense werk, the organ
ization has worked with various cornmittees cogaged in
raising money lo aid the stricken revolutionary refugees
abroad and in oblaining visas.

While the orgenization has endeavored to conduct
activity in all the fields of working class endeavor, the
party has not neglected its internal life and develop-
menf, though much more still needs.to be accomplished.
In order the better to veview and td p"ian the wotk of
the organization, two plenums were held since, the for-
mation of the pariy, and ithe sécond national convention
is now being planned for the earliest possible date.:

EDUCATION GOES HAND IN HAND WITH WORK

In the field of infernal education, bulletins and re-
ports have been issued by the national education depari-
ment. Greater cohesion and national planning are now
Lbeing underiaken. ‘ New Yi#rk, Chicago and Los An-
geles were especially successful in carrying throughb
classes and workers schools. In order to assist still fur-
ther in the ideological and thecretical development of
the membership, as well as {o serve the advanced work-
ers and sympatbizers of our moveinent, The New Inter-
naiional, monthly theoretical organ of the party, was
recently increased in size from 16 to 32 pages and every
effort will be made 1o contmue the publicaﬂon on the
new basis.

A brochure, The ABC of Marxism, dealing with the
fundamentals of Marxism in all thelr important aspects,
is now off the press. )

The party has endeavored to carry out the principles
of democralic discussion and during the pasi-year has
issued eight 'jntemal bulletins on various questions. In-
ternal discussion membership meetings, on a local or
branch scale, have been carried on without in any way
interfering with the externat life of the party. Indeed,
the internal discussions and the issuance of internal
bulletins have contributed much to the clarification of
ihe membership on important issues, and thus l'cve also
made it easier {o conduct the external activities of the
crganization. Both the internal and external organs of
the party (The New Iniernationzl, Iniernai Bulletin}
have carried articles on-the issues being discussed by the
membership, such as the Russian discussion {5tilI being
congducted); on Germahny; the nature of Bolshevism; war
and military policy; ete.

; &

The foregoing is but the briefest summation of the
eflorts of our party in the one year of its life to date.
The party has had to carry on against tremendous ob-
stacles and not everything has been mitk and honey by
any means. There have been losses of this or that indi-
vidual who dropped by the wayside; but these have
more than been maiched by new recruits who have
shown their calibre and ability to funclien ast revaolu-
lionists; '

The Workers arty is not a large organization—yet.
But its membership has its roots selidly in the ground-
work of Bolshevik theory and practice; its political line
is clear, its membership persistent and determined to
execute the parly’s program despile all obstacles. The
merhbers (and those of the YPSL too} are therefore con-
dent of the future of the WorkersParty and the Fourth
International, and intend to carry on toward the goal of
ihe socialisl reorganization of society.

Shcchtman Meeting
"In ‘San Francisco - - -

Topic: HITLERISM MUST BE
SMASHED-—A PROGRAM
ON HOW TO DO IT

AT 8:00 P.M.
Place: 83 McALLISTER ST.

There will also be a Social and:Dance
with Shachtman as the Guest of Honor, on
Friday, May 9, at 240 Golden Gate Ave-
nue, . Adrmss:on - 20¢.

Time: WEDNESDAY, MAY 7 |
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{Confinued from page 1}
orously enforced.) Shortly after-
ward, Roosevelt pledged U. 8. aid to
Canada in the event Canada was
attacked. Secret commitments, of

which the people were kept ignorant, -

were made with Britain.

While the ruling class of the
United Siates was laying its plans
for world domination through war,
the voice of. the camp of proletarian

“opposition to -the, war made itself

felt in the domains of the British
Empire. On March 1, 1540, the work-
ing committee of -lhe India Congress
passed a resolution. disasspciating
the party from the war and threat-
ened io inaugurate z civil disobedi-
ence campaign. Three weks later,
on March 24, the New Soulh Wales
Labor Conference, meeting in Syd-
ney, voted 185 1o 88 against Austra-
lian participation in any wars over-
seas. -

By May Day of last year, five
countries — Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Norway and Denmark-—were
already under the sway of the Nazis
Nine days later, "Hitler, having se-
cured his northern froni, launched
the speedy campaigns in the, Low.
Countries and in France which wére
io alter the relationship of forces
and, by extending the war to a batile
of the continents, prolong mdeﬁmtely
its outcome.

Before the mechanized superiority
of the Nazi military machine, the
armies of Holland, Belgium, Luxem-

bourg and France collapsed one by

one, The populations of the invaded

countries ¢ould not be aroused fo’

causes that had mdde them sick of
fight for the same imperialistic
the last war, which was still indeli-
bly engraved in their minds. They
could not be aroused in'the absence
of & revolut;onary leadership, poised
though they were—in France, for ex.
ample—ifor revolutionary action. The
rulers of France chgse fascism as the
alternative to préletarian insurrec-
fion.”

Once more, millions -of refugees
clogged the maghine-gunned roads,
their cities and’ ¥villages in ruins.
Fields and {actories were neglecied,
families by the millions broken up
and the speclre of sickness and
hunger spread its arms. In Lorraine,
the Germans foreibly uproated- 808,-
000 people from their homes while
the new gauthorifies erected vast
concentration c¢amps- for the hun-
dreds of thousands caught within
their borders.

With the close of the we'stern‘ cam-
paign, the war had already iasted an
entire year. The cost in- those
killed and wounded, in preperly de-
stroved and war expendiiures was
enormous. Esthinates of those killed,
wounded, missing or captured range
from a minimum of 3,332,000 io 5,-
362,000. The official German figures
revealed {hat 240,000 were taken
prisoner in Poland and 1,009,600 are
unacoounted for. In the destruction

Uncansered Report Revesl~
__Freach Brutah=

the Finnishk dead al 85,000 and the
wonnded zt 250,000, The Duich for-
eign . minisier claimed ~that onec-
fourth of the Dutch army of 200,000

- were killed and that in the “iotal”

L

of Warsaw, no less lhan 51,000 peo- -

ple were killed. The Red Cross es-

timated that 100,000 French {froops
were * killed, while four fimes that
roany were probably wounded and
2,000,000 were taken prisomers. The
Brilish losses were pnt al anywhere
from 100,000 to 250,000 killed, wound-
ed, or taken prisoner. The German
dead were placed at 15,000 and wany

., more than that nuwmber wounded.

The Russlan Josses were estimated at
250,000 -dead and -En- egual - amoun%

|2 wounded, while the Rugsigns plaged

bombing of Rotierdam 30,060 civil-
jans were killed. The Belgian cas-
unalifes were reported as from 500,000
{o 800 000 “lost”

Such were the losses at the close
of the western battles. From then
to the Italian campaigns in Africa

and- Greece, the' character .of; the'

war was signified by mass German
air raids over the British Isles and
British retaliation on German cities
and erman - controlled Channel
ports. Londan was subjected 1o
daily and nightly air raids in which
as many as 1,000 German planes par-
tioipated at one time and from which
there was no let-up for months at™z
time.

As always, the poor bore the brunt
of the havoc and the ineguzlities be-
tween the poor and the rich, for
whom secure’shelfers had been pro-

‘vided, was dreadfully exposed. To

quell the dissatisfaction of the poor
Aand to get the masses to exert the
maximun war effort, Churchill re-
cruited labor muinisters for his cabi-
nei. Suc':h in essence, was the so-
called “drift to the left” in Brltlsh
pohtlcs

Rafipning of food in Britain fol-
lowed the food ralioning long ex-
isting on the Continent. The cost
of living rose sharply while wages
remained more or less fixed.” How-
ever, despite the efforis of the Minis-
ter of Labor, Ernest Bevin, strikes
broke out in the iextile, {ransporta-
tion, and shipbuilding industries.

Meanwhile, Great Britain was, sus-
taining severe shipping losses, Even
as early as last August, 3,000,000 tons
of British shipping had been swal-
lowed by the seas while the German
losses came to about 1,250,000 {ons

In moneys expended to promote
the war, the British were spending
at the rate of $56,000,000 a day or the
equivalent of the entire British na-
tional income just prior lo the war.
The Nazis on their part were using
up to 70 per cent of their national
income for their destructive effort.
These expenditures exceeded by far
the deily expendilure rale of the
last World War.

It was at this most crucial stage
in the Battle of Britain that Presi-
dent Roosevell came fo the rescue of
Churchill and arranged the deal
which transferred 53¢ American de-
stroyers in exchange for long-term
leases on British bases\-in, the Atian-
tic. American airplanes were speed-
ily shipped to the British Isles.

British resistance in the air, in alk
probability, upset the German plan
to invade the heari of Britain. Mili-
tary experts csiimated on Qctober 7
thatl since the beginring of the war
6,500 German planes valued at $500,-
000,00 had been destroved and that
13,000 German aviators had been
kilied.

The United States, gradually tak-
ing over the British Empire’s wealth
and commerce, was preparing in the
meantime for its own eventnal par-

ticipation in the war on the side of _

Britain, Congress appropriated bil-
Yiens of dollars for armamenis and’
American indastries were geared to’
a maximum output of war materials.
All out aid to’ Britain was, for. the
time being, accompanied by the
soothing phrase “shori: of war” But
on, Bepiemher 16 Congress ‘voied to

-mm.!e_rl'pt the youth of the nation for
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m‘lliiary traini.ng.

The axis powers countered the
American moves by enlisting Japan
in a tripartite pact with Germany
and Italy. Shortly affer this the Ger-
mans occupied Rumania, afier sat- .
isfying the Russian claims to Bessa
rabia and Bukovinz. The course of
the war had finally brought the Nazis
to the Black Ses and -marked a clash
of interests bhetween Stelin and his
partner, Hitler.

. Ihree weeks later; on. October, 27,
Mussolini- tried. to bag his share -n
the Balkans by invading Greece. Tra-
ditionally the satellilte of Britain, the
Greek gictaiorship stubbornly re-

- sisted and, threw in 1ts lot with the

“democracies.” President Roosevelt
extended his intervention in the war
by promising to send aid to Greece.
Roosevelt announced also that pro-
duction of planes te Britain would
proceed on a 50-58 basis.

The Italian invasion of Greece
struck 2 serious snag as the Gheeks
turned back .the incompetently pre-
pared Italian attack. The Italian
peasant soldiers had no heart for the
fighting. 'The 'Italiang were driven
back deep into Albania while the
British added to the disaster by com-
mencing on December*y a swift at-
tack in Egypt and Lybia that routed
the Italian armies. Qver 150,000 Ital-
ian prisoners were taken in a cam-
paign that brought the British be-
yond Benghazi.

These smashing defeats suffered by
Musselini brought him-to the brink
of disaster. Among the Italian people,
their haired of the fascist régime
mounied, There were reporis of dem-
onstrations in Torin and Milan and
other Italian citles and the sihging
by Ifalian prisoners of the revolu-
fionary song, Bandiera Rossa {Soar-
let Banner},

Hitler proceeded to. prop Musso-
lini’s staggering régime.. According-
ly, the Nazis moved vast numbers of
German iroops across the Brenner
Pass into Haly and entire German
airplane. fleets flew gefoss the Itai-
ian border. The NaZis took over the
commanding posts in -Italy and,
though the Italian fleet suffered’ ad-
ditional disasters at thé hands of the
British, Mussolini's position, now
definitely subordinate to Hitler, was
for the time being secure. P

Moving cleser to Infervention,
Roosevelt dispatched’ kis plenipoten-
tiaries to all parts of fHe -world to
assur¢ those in theé war and those
not yet in the war of -American sup-
part and to make secret American
commiimenis. Thus Hepkinsg and
Wilikle were sen$ io England and
Ireland, Donovan to the Balkang and
the Near East, Currie to China, while
Admiral! Healy was assigned to Vi-
chy.  Russla was wooed anew and
the embarge against her was lmed.

To speed the American war indus-
tries, a new four-man board was cre-
ated called the Office of Production
Management, with Knudsen of Gen-
eral Motors as the real boss flanked
by the secretaries of War and the
Navy, and including Sidney Hillman
in the rdle of head strike-breaker.
During the month of February, Con-
gress passed the momentous, Lend-
Lease Bill which adcorded to Great
Britain and her zllies a]l ithe finan-
cial and material suppol't of Amer-
ican imperialism. The-cost of the
Americgn. war effort “was ,already‘
reaching the. staggering ﬁgure ‘of $25.-
000,800,006 &° year, and ‘the U{mted.

States was nol- yét an adtive bgliig:

ermuit o the war* '

The World at War-—A May Day Sdrvéy

With the approach of the spring
of 1841, the,Germans began to sal-
vage the cr:t:cal Hatian positfens in
Greece and Africa. Slovakia, Ruma-
nia and Hungary were quickly signed
up with the Axis and nof long after-
ward Bulgaria was brought inlo line,
The occupation of Bulgaria by Ger-
man troeps began at the end of Feb-
ruary and by the beginning of April
hundreds of thousands of Nazi troops
bad taken their places jn battle po-

“sition on, the borders of Yugoslavia

and Greece.
Despite roundabout Russian pro-

tests over the occlipation of Bulge- -

ria and patts with Turkey and the
military régime in Yugoslavia that
overthrew the pro-Hitler govern-

ment, Hitler went ahead with his |

plan % oust the British from their
last foothold on the Furopean con-
tinent. It is just iwo weeks since the
German high command launched its
savage attack against the recalei-

trant Yugoslavs and the Greek and

British armies in the Balksn moun-
tains. Simultangousty the mechan-
ized German forces swept thypugh
the depleted British forces across the
wastes of Lybia. In one week of
fighting, the German wmechanized
columns cut across Greece to divide
her from Turkey and Yugoslavia.
The Yugoslavian arthy, badly beaten,
quickly surrendered.

As the Balkan campaign cames o
a close, the new positions taken up
by Hiiler in Europe and Africa indi-
cate the direction of farther exten-
sion of the war.-

May Day, 1941, therefore finds the
warld before the titanic. conflicts yei
to come. Momenious and bloodier
struggles are in the offing. The war
has already chamged the destinies of
29 countries, Standing in the shadow
of the war are Turkey, Iran, ¥rag,
Afghenistan, India, Egypt, Syvia,
Palestine, Spain, Ireland and, not
least of all, the United States.

The fuil productive power of the
United States is pouring out ships,
:;irplanes and cannon with which to
overcome the' advantage that the
Nazis buill up over years. Millions
of tons of shipping are being turned
out to offset the ailied losses. Thou-
sands of bombers and fighting planes
are coming off the assemhly lines.
The American Army is being assem-
biled as fast as pessible for mse, as
Secre!»aryl of the Navy Knox was so
indisereet to ’sa'y. in “areas possibly
out of the Western Hemisphere,” and

from the mouths of the warmongers

one no longer hears the phrase “short
of war.”

The baltles of the Mediterranean,
of Britain, of Africa, of the Near
East, of the Atlantic and of the Far
East are yet to come. Already hun-
ger, death and imperialist ‘conquest
have brought untold suffering to
millions. The extension of the con-
fiict will bring the terror and mis-
ery of war {o hundreds of millions
more. The entire capitalist worlgd is
straining under the stress of destruc-
tion. The war machines, so mighty
ioday, will reach the limit of their

- endurance. The world is {oo Jarge

to be policed, even by the best of
machines. On May Day; 1941, through
ail the darkness, we, who have seen
states fall anly to be artificially sup-
"ported, Know that -to this also there
is .an end, know" that the exiending
war ¢arries, within_ in the seed of'.the
e:!audju; wnlrld revulul.lnu. '

i T
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