Workers! This Is Not Our War!
It Is a War for Boss Profits!
Join Hands in Independent
Labor Action Against the War!

We Say—

No Government Contract ._
Without a Union Contract!
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Stéel Workers-Be'tIi_Iehem
Agreement Only a Truce--
The Fight Has Just Begun

AN EDITORIAL.

With a signed agreement covering four points, a truce has been
declared between the Bethlehem Steel Company and the workers in
the Bethlehem and Johnstown plants of the company. We call the
“settlement” a truce because the dispute with the company over the
main point—the existence and activity of the company union—is not
ended. It is also a truce because the question of wages remains.) The
NLRB has ordered dissolution of the Employees Representation Plan
(company union), but the company appealed this order to the courts
and a decision has not yet been rendered. In 'the meantime the com-
pany union continued its activities—even holding an election on com-
})al])’ l)l‘OpCl’{"\'.

The existence and operations of this company union, aided and-

promoted by the company, was the chief cause of the strike at the
Bethlchem and ]ohnsto“ n plants, Wages and hours were not directly
an issuc.
was attempting to break the SWOC by giving support and aid to a
company stooge union that is in no way representative of the steel
workers employed by the company.

What Is the Company’s Record?

What is really behind the situation at Bethlehem, we repeat, is the
determination of the company to frustrate and bréak the SWOC
through the medium of a company owned and controlled outfit that
is in no sense a genuine union.
company.

1. Bethlehem violated and, continues to violate the Walsh-Healy
Act which demands that corporations refrain from “‘unfair labor
practices” such as are outlined in the Wagner Act.

2. Bethlehem stoutly refused to abide by a decision of the NLRB
ordering the company to disband its company union. Bethlehem ap-
pealed to“the courts and cotititiued it§ support and encouragement
to the company union.

Bethlehem holds tremendous war orders from the federal govern-
ment and is making huge profits. Last year the profits of the com-
pany were $49,679.524, a 97 per cent increase over 1939.

During the past 20 years the little group of insiders who own and
control Bethlehem, pald themselves ’536 000,000 in bonuses and sal-
ar l{,S

Yet today Bethlehem pays lower wages than competing steel com-
panics. :

During the First Imperialist World War, Bethlchem held up the
government for $23,000,000 by refusing to take government contracts
cxcept on terms that would peérmit the company to pay huge bonuses
to officers and owners. A federal judge recently described this action
of Bethlchem as follows: “Bethlehem Steel boldly and openly fixed
the figures in the estimated cost so high as to give a promisc of large
bonus profits. The managers of .the Fleet Corporation (U. S8.) pro-
tested. The reply of the company was: ‘We will take this contract
with the promise of bonus profits incorporated in it, but not other-
wise. Take it or leave it."’

What Is the Government's 'Record?

What is the record of the government in connection with Beth-
Ichem? Just as rotten as that of the company.

1. 'The War and Navy Departments, without any objection {rom
Roosevelt, gave contracts to Bethlchem in violation of the Walsh-
Hecaly Act.

2. When Bethlehem refused to abide by Iht, NLRB order to dis-
band its company union and adopted the subterfuge of appealing to
the courts, Roosevelt permitted the company to go its way unmolested.

3. When the question arose over whether or not government ad-
ministrative agencies such as the NLRB had the power and authority
to enforce their decisions, Attorney-General Jackson announced at
first that they did. However, when a howl went up in Congress and
in the Caplldll\t press, both Jackson and Hillman ran to cover, lcav-
ing the ficld 1o Bethlehem.

Picket Line Cornered the Bosses

All of this is part of the background of the last two sttikes against
Bethlehem Steel Corporation. In the case of the very militant strike
in Bethlehem, the company agreed to take all the strikers back with
no loss of seniority. The company will continue to meet and deal
with reptesentatives of its employees in collective bargaining. The

(Continued on page 4)

The workers struck against the company because Bethlehem |

Let's look at the actual record of the
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Whom Do They Represent?
“"Democracy” on Parade—Labor-Haters Trot Out Their Bill$

By SUSAN GREEN

Representative Sumners, chairman
of the Judiciary Committee, rose in
the House and declared that his com-

mittee would not hesitafe “a split

second” to enact legislation to send-

STRIKERS “to the ELECTRIC:
CHAIR.”

What people does this “representa-
tive of the people” represent?

Not the 87 per cent who, according

to government figures, cannot afford
to buy a normal. amount of the con-
sumers’ goods produced for sale in
this country!
' No, not this 87 per cent who have
to.put up a fight for a little more in-
come when the cost of living rises
so much that they can buy even less
than their usual sub-normal amount
of the necessities of life!

These are the people from whos:?
midst the striking workmen come.
These are the people Representative
Sumners proposes to treat as mur-
derous criminals fit for the electric
chair. Definitely Mr. Sumners. does
not represent the underpaid 87 per
ceni of the people.

Neither does Representative Boren
of Oklahoma, who wants to outlaw
strikes, thus taking away from the
87 per cent their only means of fight-
ing the bosses for more money.

Neither does Representative John-
son of Texas, who wants labor to
“realize the error of defense sirikes.”

Nor Representative Dies—he of
the wun-American activities— who

s,

came out with the:brazen MKe that
the Allis-Chalmers strike vote was
fraudulent.

Nor Representative Ford of Cali-

‘fornia, ‘who. wants to discredit: the

‘militant- CIO by calling its leadership

“a ‘“racketeering” and “profiteering”’ .
.and proposes a .bill making..

outfit,
strikes punishable by 25 years
prisonment or by death

‘None of these thembers - of the
House of Representatives represent
the 87 per cent.

im-

Same for Senators

Now let us listen in on the Sen-
ators, those other ‘representatives of
the people. Do they perhaps repre-
sent the exploited 87 per cent? Are
the worthy senators champiening the
workers' right to strike?

. Senator Ball introduces a bill pro-
posing *“a cooling-off period” which

. would not take away from the work-
. ers -the right to Sstrike—oh,

no—
merely the right to strike when they
have a chance to win, ' 3

Senator Bailey of North Carolina
is. "for. -whatever measures may be
necessary to eliminate all possibility
of strikes . or  sit-downs,”  And he
wants speed in stripping. the 87 per
cent of all. power.

Senator Byrd is good. at arithmetic
when it.comes to making out a casc
against the 87 per cent, He figures
out that 500,000 man-days will be
lost during March as the result of
strikes. Byt he does not mention
that the strikers live on their daily
pay and would mot give up 500,000

(Continued on page 3)
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We Demand That Congress
Pass War Referendum Bill--

Let the People Vote on War!

Let's 'get one thing straight first: :
We are not concerned with the property rights of the Germaq
or. ltalion imperialists. We are not concerned with thelr Iosmg a

few or many ships.

‘The ships, properly speaking, belong to the workers who bullt
ond sailed them—and that goes for ships sailing under ony flug,

anywhere in the weorld.

We are, however, deeply concerned with an act that lnvol\fes

us in a war that we do not want.

Acting without the authorization of the people, 83 per cenl-'
of whom registered themselves against entry into the war in a

Gallup poll (reported in last week’s LABOR ACTION),

For All-Out
Labor Aid to
Ford Strikers!

Labor, Solidarity
Is the Best Answer
To Police Violence

We go lo press too early to com-
ment on the latest developments in
the strike called by the United Auto-
_mgbﬂe Workers, CIO, at the Ford
River Rouge plant.

The information we have at hand
now indicates that this may be one
of the preatest strike actions of the
'.'frbar.
closest .attention, and the maximum
amount-of support.

Of all the open-shoppers, Henry
Ford-is the most notorious. By ter-
ror and by intimidation he has man-
aged to stall union organization of
hig plants up to now.

But .the UAW has been creeping
up on him. Thousands upon thou-
sands of Ford workers have joined
up:. "And :the big push is on!

The 7,000 workers in the River
Rouge plant who sat down. on their
jobs showed the way. If ever there
was a strike that had the enthusiastic
backing of every worker in the plant,
this is .itl "~ In fact they wvirtually
called. the strike themselves. The
men ‘are fed up with the anti-labor
antics of the motor magnate. They
are fed up with the speed-up, the
threats, the. company surveillance.

Time and .again the courls and
other .government agencies, have
slapped Ford's wrists, warned him o
mend his ways, These warnings
have amounted to so many pieces of
paper. The way to get Ford to
agree to union organization, to sign
a confract with the union, is to or-
ganize and take to the picket line in
support of the union's demands., And
that’'s what's being done now.

It won't be an easy job, but Ford
can be cracked. Bethlehem was
tough, but it had to give ground un-
der -the pressure of its organized
workers. Harvill, out in California,
thought he was tough—but he had to
concede victory to the strikers. Ford
is tough—butl the union has his meas-
ure and he can be brought down to
his proper size.

No doubt, every instrument al
Tord's disposal will be brought to
bear against the strikers. The press
will héwl] and the army will bellow.
There will be violence.

Violence against pickets is getting
to be the fashion more and more.
Only this week the papers reported
the wicious assaull on the Allis-
Chalmers picekts by an armored car;
they also reported violence against
the Harlan County miners who are

(Continued on page 3)

Is United States Going to Invade Brazil?

Reports which we consider relia-
ble and indications that are unmis-
takable point clearly to the fact that
the United States is planning to in-
vade Brazil the moment active hos-
tilities with Germany begin.

Some time ago, in a Senate Com-
mittee hearing, a high naval officer
Jet slip the fact that the Navy has
built a number of “landing boats” at

Norfolls, Va., and is training men for
extensive landihg operations. When

asked just where the Navyis plan-’
. officer replied.

“ning to land men, t

simiply that it is the Navy's business
to prepare for every eventuality.
Since then LABOR ACTION has
learned that both the Army and the
Navy have a very definite objective
in their “training” programs. Great

numbers of officers in both branches
-of the service .are ta.kmg intensive

rourses in Spanish and _l‘ortugumc.
“l'ith the emphasis in recent months
shifting towards the latter.

“The only ‘nation in South America
wtuch spea.ks Portuguese is Brazil.

of those sirange mass influxes of

“tourists” and ‘“engineers” which
have been the forerunners of doom
in many a small European country
in recent months. These particular
engineers, however, speak with good
Yankee accents rather than German
‘ones. " Their main interest has been
in s{‘ar(‘h.mg for graphite all along
Brazil's flcmg coastline, and their

diggings are invariably covered wit.l:
sheel iron when they are through

lnstead of_ surveyors transepts these'

'has had"one_ el

plotting instruments. One fine day
the U. 8. Army may find these “dig-
pings” strangely suiled to serve  as
gun- platforms, with the ranges cal-
culated in advance.
Army. bas-been ordering huge quan-
tities of mosquito netting.

The reasoning, in, high Washington
political and military circles, behind
these . careful ' preparations. is. the
following: The coast of Brazil juls
closest (o the ‘coast of West Africa.

If Hitler wins decisively this summer

‘Europe, and is foolhardy enoug

In addition, the

to actually make a military attempt
on this continent, this is his most
likely. landing place. But these gen-
tlemen are little concerned with the
prolection of the Brazilian .workers
and -peasants . from fascism.
also 'is the best jumping-off place

for a landing on Africa! In any case,

Brazil is a sore point in American
plans for ‘“coordinating” the West-
-ern Hemisphere under U.'S. control
in the 'inter-continental ‘imperialist

: struggle which they see ahead.

Vargas, the ‘local dictator, though

- supported by Roosevelt .in the past

Brazil

in his iron rule over the Brazilian
people, has shown alarming pro-Ger-
man sympathies. There is also a large
German immigrant population in the
country. For all these reasons the
mllita.rv men. who are increasingly
.runnmg the policy of the American

_government have decided to under-

take a '‘protective” invasion of Bra-
zil in the approved Hiller manner
the moment they can find the slight-
est “justification.” This, they will no
doubt tell the. American people, is

in the' best of :modern good nelgh- :

borly tra

All labor must give it the -

Roosevelt:
has taken a step—another step
—toward military intervention.

Whatever justification Roose-

; velt's legal experts may dig up

in international law (which like
most capitalist law can be bent
to any use), the seizure of the
Italian, German and Danish
ships in the various harbors of
the United States is an act '-of"
war.

Standing by itself, the seli—
ure might be open to some
other interpretation — though
we doubt it. Coming as it does
as one in a whole series of
steps, dating back well over a
year, the context and the mean-
ing of the seizures are clear. =

Roosevelt, without the per-
mission of the people, has en-
tered into a military alliance
with the British. imperialists,
What the terms of that alliance
are we do not know. 'Such
things, though they involve our
very lives, are hidden in the
cloisters of the State Depart-
ment — available only to the.
big-wigs who run this country
in. defiance of our will. ;

The ship seizure is part and
parcel of the interventionist
scheme which months ago saw
the signing of a pact with Can-
ada—a belligerent nation—to
defend its shores in the event of
attack and which more recently
saw the passage of a war dicta-
torship bill — the so-called
lend-lease’” bill, on which the -
people had no opportunity to
vote. T g

Roosevelt has proceeded to
use the powers given him in that
bill. Those powers are sweeping
and final. Roosevelt can, under
the terms of the bill, involve
the United States in war in such
a way as to leave Congress no-
alternative but to approve the
already-taken action (even as-
suming that Congress would
want to do otherwise—which
you can be sure it does not) .

The ship seizure is on act of
that kind. It is, in .0 sense; an
unofficial declaration of war—
one of the many that Rooseyelt,
has issued and will continue to
issue until American pumclpa-'
tion is formalizzed at the pro-
pitious moment. j

There is talk that Roosevelt
will order convoys for the ships
he plans to send to England
under the war powers bill. Con-
voys for ships going to a bellig-
erent nation are by the very na-.
ture of the circumstances uglll |
tary vessels.

Suppose one is sunk by u'
German raider.  The Unl,ted_
States would be immediately.
involved in a hostile act co_r_ﬁ
mitted by a belligerent. . How
the newspaper headlines would.
scream! How the government
would whip up another Lusita
nia hysteria!

Suppose too that one of thes

~ (Continued on page 3) .
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LABOR ACTION

[he Political Situation and the Party

' We print below the main;political resolution adopted by
t!us recently held Plenum of the National Committee of the
Workers Party. Our readers are invited to send in letters of
comment to our correspondence column on the resolution.
Becanse of the space given to the publishing of this resolu-

ion, we are compelled to hold over the report of the Pieuum
by’ Max Shaehtman to next week's issue.,

1. Midway through its second year, the war shows every sign
n increase both in intensity and in extensiveness. All ‘expec-
ons of a comparatively brief and decisive struggle have been

dtssoived by the realities of the war. The Anglo-Americtan camp
es nof even pretend to visualize an early victory over the Axis,
its perspective is reduced for the next period to the mere at-
ment of military-technical parity with the enemy, which is in

; way sufficient for a decisive outcome in favor ef the former.
“Axis, on the other hand, has obviously underestimated the vast
urces of the British Empire, particularly when backed by the

cglgewmg military strength of American imperialism. These diffi-
culties on both sides determine the widening of the scope of the
ar, the extension of the fighting front and of the status of bel-
ligerency to one continent after another, to, one country after an-
er: Albania and Greece have been war fronts for months; to-
orrow, it is likely that this new front will embrace the other
kan countries. Virtually the whole continent of Africa has been
awn actively into the war, and the exceptiens to belligerency,

e the territory under Weygand, hover between the borderline

ing an armed truce from renewed hestilities. The needs.of the
‘European” war are forcing the extension of the war throughout
sia and the Pacific. All these-factors combine to accelerate and
eepen American participation in the war.

“The-internationalization of the war, in turn, calls forth an mten-

ﬁ_eatlon in its prosecution. If there has been in the past period a

eorgiparatwe lull in the actual fighting on -the main front, it is-only
eeauSe of the diplomatic and téchnical preparations required for
‘more violent and widespread assaults on both sides. These on-
laughits lie immediately shead. Whatever the forms or the arena
f conflict, all these indicate a long duration of the war. Hence it
nmessary for us to introduce a certain modification in our origi-
él analysis and perspective. The wai has already lasted longer
‘than-we forecast and will last longer yet without a revolutionary
‘solution of the crisis. The continuation of the war i§ notdue to the
.'strengih and virility of world imperialism, but rather and primar-
ily ‘to the weakness, dispersal and disorientation of the working
_class and particularly of its revelutionary. leadership. The war has

enerated and will continue to generaté revolutionary situations,

ington_'aﬁirm this fact. The United States is already part possessor
of England’s western colonies, from Newfoundland down to Souih
America, by virtue of the naval bases deal. Australia and New
Zealand ‘depend ‘more upon Washington than upon London in the
approaching Pacific and South Seas storms, Every war materials
purchase made in the United States,by England is not only paid for,
but highly paid for. Moreover, the American bourgeoisi¢ is comn-
pelling the once proud Britons to disgqrge every shilling and dol-
lar of their investiments and holdings in the United States in return !
for the material aid ‘in.the sacred struggle for the Christian and
democratic way of life. :

4. America's all but formal entry inte the war has brought with
it a big war beom, economically, which will easily exceed tha{ of
thie last World War in this eountry. With seven years of the “New’
Deal™ behind it. in which the bourgeoisie proved incapable of solv-
ing the problems of the crisis in times of peace, it is now proceed-
ing to “solve”-the preblems by setting up a tremendous “artificial”
war“econemy alongside of or as a substitute for the “normal” cap-
italist ‘economy. As in the totalitarian fascist states, the “govern-
ment-as-market” tends to replace the “market-as-governer.” The
tremendous war expenditures alréady appropriated are only a
stnall part of what will yet be appropriated. The bourgeoisie
scarcely knows fiom one day to another how much the war will
cost eventually, and it is obliged to revise the estimates for appro-
priations almost every month. It is even now a little frlghtened at
' the faint notion it already has of the terrible econbomic dlslocatlon
and disruption, to say nothing of the. political and social conse-
quences involved during and especially iollowmg the war. It
seeks in vain, to escape from the inexorable and disastrous out-
come of the contradictions of its dying social order. It is unable
to ignore the command of “expand or diel” even while it fears
that the war for expansion may end with a staggering economic
collapse and decisive social convulsions.

A terrible war burden has already been 1mposed upon the
country. A -far heavier and more terrible burden is still to be
imposed. In a sense, the class struggle in the United States will
increasingly take the form of a struggle of the bourgeoisie to shift
the whole burden upon the masses, and of the workers to unload
that burden from their own shouilders.

Given the vast resources in. raw materials, moderh machinery,
population and capital at the disposal of the bourgeoisie, it is not
likely that the struggle will"1mmed1ate1y assume extremely sharp
forms. The strength and wealth of the United States give the rul-
ing ¢lass here far more room for maneuvering and more basis for
concessions than it had in Germany, for example, eighi-ten years
ago. Yet, as the war proceeds the difficulties will multiply and
the gtruggle will grow mote acute.

" In tonnection with the struggle that has already begun and will
be intensified in the period ahead, it is necessary to introduce an-

/in ‘which the state power slips from the hands of the bourgeoisie | ,tper modification in our perspective as it relates o the develop-

and is easy to seize by the working elass. In the two most impor-
tant of these cases of this war, Poland in 1939 and France in 1940,
he revolutionary situation produced only abortions. Hence, along
ith the modification referred to above, which must be made in
“one direction, it is necessary for us to introduceé another inodifica-

“tion.in our perspective; this time in the opposite sense, that, is in-

‘the direction of greater emphasis: it is impossible to overrate the
ecisive importance of the revolutionary leadership in the coming
period, without which the decay of imperialism will give way to
anbarous stagnation of society instead:of to a socialist reorganiza-

0 A political evaluation of the military-strategical problems of
he war reveals a fundamental situation that speaks volumes for
the weakness and instability of world imperialism, and not for the
strength and firmness which it seems, superficially, to enjoy. In
1914, Germany readily entered a war on two main fronts and was
" able to conduct it for three-four years. In the second World War,
Germany, despite its greater apparent strength and solidity, seeks
ith desperate fear to avoid a war on two fronts, and to impose a
wo-front war on its enemies who:seek, no less desperately, to
avoid one. England and America try everything in their power to
nvolve Berlin-Rome in a struggle in the Balkans, in Northwest
Africa (Weygand), and in the East (Soviet Union). Berlin and
Rome try everything in their power to involve England in a war
vith France and Japan, to involve the United States in a war in the

Pacific while it is preparing to aid England in Europe. The posi-

‘tion of Stalin’s régime is so precarious that it fears a war even on
one serious front, much less two. Another aspect of the military
problems and policy of the warring imperialisms deserves more
attentlon than it has received. The big powers, in spite of their
need of more and more man power on the increasing and widening
freqts are either hesitant about arming whole sections of the peo-
'ple they rule over, or else fail outright to arm them. Hitler dis-
“arms the conquered French and Czechs and Norwegians and Poles,
and mans their frontiers with German {roops, not because they are
fully reliable but because they are less unreliable. England, which
presumably has-hundreds of millions of people at its disposal in its
‘Indian and Malayan empire, fears to give arms to this vast human
_reservoir of military power, and mobilizes only a tiny fraction of
“its colonial slaves. To the extent that it is forced to mobilize more
'of them, because there are not enough of the less unreliable mas-
ter-race white troops to protect its imperilled interests, it neces-
sarily raises and arms a power that will prove more menacing to
the doomed British Empire than do its present imperialist rivals.
' These facts testify again to the incurable inner weaknesses of
\all the ruling régimes, to the tremendously explosive material on
‘which they are all seated. They.give further objective justification
0 nur basic revolutionary perspective and to our optimism.

| THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF
U. S. ENTRY INTO THE W AR

3. The formal entrance of the United States into the war has
‘not yet taken place for two main reasons, primarily because of its
‘lack of military preparation, and secondarily because of the passive
resistance of the masses. How long it will be before the United
‘States is directly in the war cannot, of course, be foretold. The
imperialist rulers may find themselves obliged to! enter the war
“prematurely” and in spite of their unpreparedness, for wars are

of engaged in in accordance with plans and time-tables. England
was also obliged to enter the war “prematurely”; the United States
‘may be forced to act quickly to prevent an early Hitler victory in
Europe or to prevent further Japanese expansion over American
imperialism’s chosen preserves in the East. In this connection, we
must envisage the possibility that America’s first military blows *
may be delivered, if not by choice, then by compulsion, in the
Orient, in the war against Japan.
 The stupid, philistine notion that the United States is entering
the second World war to “help England win” or to “help democ-
r.acy ? becomes more ludicrous every day. America’s aims in the
war are the most cold-bloodedly cynical and narrow national-
1mper1a113t1c Naturally, the United States does not want England
defeated by Gerimany and Japan, any more than Germany ewants
Italy defeated by England. More precisely, Germany cares less
about Italy being defeated than it does about England’ being vic-

' torious—and the United States cares less about England being de-
feated than it does about Germany and Japan being victorious. It
isionly in this strictly practical and narrowly temporary sense that
Ge‘l‘many-ltaly-.lapan and the United States-England are “allies.”
Germany is not fighting to preserve or extend the Italian or Jap-
ese empires, but rather the German. The United States is not
'g'oin_g to fight to preserve or extenhd the British Empire, but rather
go'- fall heir to it and to extend its own, 100 per cent American

In this sense—and this is the only sense in which the war and
the alliances can be intelligently understood—the American war-
mongers are entirely right in saying that England is fighting
Ameriea's battle and not the other way around! If the United

ates ‘enters the war, it is worth repeating constantly, it is not to
bring victory to England, but to defeat Germany® and Japan
(America’s imperialist rivals), to prevent England. from emerging

the wvictor, and to assure the dominance of the United States
+ ALL the belligerents, ally as well as foe, in deciding the re-
vision of the world at the end of the war. That is why the
ed States, while at peace, has already made deeper encroach-
nts upon the British Empii-e than has the latter's warring. en-

ment of totalitarianism in the democratic countries during the war.
The modification dees not deal with the basic trend, on which our
perspective remains entirely wvalid, but with the tempoe at which
the trend is being realized. This modification was already indi-
cated in the political resolution at the last party plenum; with the
added experience from: England and: the United States we have
since acquired, it is important for the party’s work to repeat and
stress it now and for the future. =

The ‘trend, both in England and in the United States, is unmis-
takably toward a totalitarian organization of economy and politics
as the only means of maintaining the rule of the bourgeoisie. Entry
into the war has undoubtedly strengthened and accelerated this
trend, and will continue to do so. However, in our original analy-
gis, we did not give sufficient weight to the counteracting trend,
represented by a well organmed and undefeated working class
movement.

THE W AR BOOM AND THE GROWING
MILITANCY OF THE AMERICAN MASSES

* The American workers are just emerging from a long period of
depressing mass unemployment. By virtue of the war boom in in-
dustry, millions are acquiring jobs for the first time in years.
Among these millions, moreover, are young workers, militant and
without conservative ties. Four factors operate to make for the
militaney, primarily on the econemic field in this period, of the
working class: a) the desire to make up for the low economic po-
sition of the crisis-years and to prepare for the eventual collapse
of the war boom which, to one extent or another, they all see in
the future; b) the rise in the cost of living, which is already being
felt; e) the contrast of their own modest wages with the tremen-
dous war profits already being garnered by the capitalists; d) the
desire to reduce their share of the mounting war burden. At bot-
tom, all these add up to the question of the “division of the war
burden” among the classes.

The working class here, as in England, is pro-national defense. '

It would be wrong, however, tb describe it as chauvinistic. Its pa-
‘triotism has been systematically generated by the bourgeoisie by
means of a cunning exploitation of the sound anti-fascist feelings
of the masses. But while this peculiar brand of patriotism facili-
tates the imperialist war drive of the ruling class, it is at the same
time a hindrance nevertheless.

The workers are for “aid to England”; they are for “national
defense from a Hitler invasion.” But they are not (at least, not
yet) for American entry into the war; and they are certainly not
for an openly dictatorial régime at home. Like their “patriotism,”
so their “pacifism”—both are progressive, or motre accurately po-
tentially progressive. In their “patriotism” they express their hatred
for fascism; in their “pacifism” they express their sound supicion
of the war, of the warmongers and their war aims.

The ability of the workers to resist Aotalitarianism is mu¢h
greater than their ability to resist having the United States plunged
into the war. The American workers are more compact today than
for years.in the past, by virtue of the improvement of the ratio
between employed and unemployed.. The reduction of unemploy-
ment, in part by the wat boom and in part by conscription, is re-
storing the self-confidence of the workers, restoring the feeling
among them that they are more indispensable and in a better posi-

tion to make demands and have them granted than they were when -

there was a vast army of unemployed in the country. Their feel-
ings in this matter correspond to the reality.

As the bourgeoisie plunges feverishly towards the war, as it
strives with might and main to intensify those preparations of men
and material which it requires to prosecute the war, as it cries ever
louder that this is a war ‘for democracy-=it finds itself forced to
make concessions to the workers. The workers realize their grow-
ing economic power, they concentrate it by flocking once more into
the unions. Despite thé pleas for “national unity” (by the exploit-
‘the war profiteers), they militantly- demand higher wages, better

_gonditions and recognition of' their colleetive bargaining agency,
the unions. Despite’the please for “national unity” (by the exploit-

_ers), they do not show any great hesitation in striking for their

demands even in those industries and plants occupied with war
orders. :

Against such a working class, which has not been defeated and
therefore demoralized in heavy national battles, the bourgeoisie
establish a totalitarian régime, by decree, so to speak. It can ad-
vanee cautiously in that direction; it can develop a more and more
authoritarian régime; it can and will increasingly resort to anti-
labor and anti-democratic legislation and regulation, and stimu-
late extra-legal terrorism against the labor 'and revolutionary
movements; but until it has vitally beaten the working class it
cannot proceed to a truly fascist totahtarianism We see this in
England; we see it-in the United States.

The main strategical concept of the revolutionary Marxists in
the present period is summed up in the Leninist slogan of trans-
forming the imperialist war into a revolutionary struggle for so-’
_eia,_lism_._ Reduced to its sitnplest terms, this amounts to saying,
“This is not our war, and we will put an end to it by carrying on
the class war at home against our own, bourgeoisie regardless of
its effeets on the military front.”” It would be sheer fetishism of
words if we failed to see that when the American workers go out
on strike for their class. demands even in war industries, and turn
a deaf. ear to the hourgecus appeals that “bur defenses are being

cution of the class struggle, even in the torm of economic demands
and strikes of the workers, signifies in the pevriod of war and “na-
tional unity.”

1t is of the highest importance {o the party to realize this fully
for it, must form the basis of our approach to the working class,
our work in its midst. The task eof the party is, largely, to infuse
the working e¢lass with full consciousness, to explain to it all the
Jmpheatlens of its elementary and primitive struggles, te advance
these elémentary struggles to a higher level, to a political Tevel,
to a national 'and eventually an international level. /A thorough
understanding of the meaning of this important modification we
must introduce into the tempo of the trend towards totalitarianisin,
makes possible the formulation of our concrete tasks and slogans ;
for this period.

5. The Communist Party is a major obstacle in the develop-
ment of independent working class action against the imperialist
war and for socialism. As the American agency within the labor’
movement of the counter-revolutionary Russian 'Stalinist régime,
its policies and practices are dictated by its Moscow besses in lhe
interests of Russian foreign policy.

In the period of the Franco-Soviet pact, when Russia advocated
the “collective security” of France, Great Britain and the United
States against Germany and Japan, the Communist Party supported
President Roosevelt's war policy of “guarantine the aggressor” and
his armaments program. With the change in Russian foreign policy,
following the Stalin-Hitler paet, the Communist Party, in order to -
prevent American intervention against an ally of Stalin—German
fascism—oppesed Roosevelt’s war: program. In each case Stalinist
demagogy confused and disrupted the genuine workers’ movement
against the ruling class and the war.

Today, while speaking in the name of the working class and
socialism against the war, the Stalinists seek to corral the anti-war
sentiment of the imasses which, in the event of a new switch in
Russian policy (in support of the “democratic” imperialists .against
fascism) can be converted into jingoistic channels in favor of
American imperialism in the war.

The current conflicts between the Roosevelt government and the
Communist Party therefore arise essentially from the clash in the
aims of American imperialism and Russian Stalinism in the present
war. At the same time the government attacks on the Stalinists
are also opening wedges for curbing and suppressing genuine work-
ing class militants and labor organiations. The struggle against
these readtionary measures demands a  simultaneous struggle
against Stalinism.

The fight for the liberation of the labor movement from the poi-
sonous Stalinist influence is an indispensable and integral part of
ithe struggle against the war and capitalism, and for working class
liberation,

THE NECESSITY OF A TURN IN
THE PARTY’S AGITATIONAL WORK

6. The Workers Party is today in a better position to carry out
its indicated tasks than ever before. The party began.as an organ-
ization composed predominantly of non-proletarian youth, mainly

representative of the “locked-out generation” produced in the last

generation of the crisis. The firm insistence of the party on its rev-
olutionary 1nternat10nallst line, on the preservation of its Marxian
foundations in prmmple on responsibility and activity of every
member, and on the proletarianization of the ranks has had an
exclusively beneficial effect. The party has succeeded in weeding
out or losing unserigus or dilletante elements, tired radieals and
vacillators, and on the other hand (with the aid of the war boom!)
of effecting a radical transformation in the social composition of
the party. The party today is well on the road to becoming an or-
ganization composed predominantly of young working men and
working women. This achievement was accomplished. without fan-

'\ fare, windy boaslings and other bureaucratic accomplishments, but

by means of planned, systematic and determined work.

The proletarianization of the party, however, means above all
the reeruiting of new proletarian forces from the industries. - By
the gratifying transformation of the social composition of the party,
we have therefore laid the basis, the only sound basis, for its pro-
letarianization. This, then, is the problem of the moment. It can
be solved only in the course of struggle, that is, of active partici-
pation in the class struggle. Such participation, in turn, is ren-
dered meaningless and ineffectual unless it is based on the correct
slogans, calculated at every given moment to move the working
class to the left, to infuse it with greater class consciousness.

7. The accomplishment of this aim requires a TURN, consciously
and deliberately made by the entire party. This turn implies no
change in the principles or policies of the party, nor even the adop-
tion of a new policy. It relates instead, to the question of where we
lay the main emphasis in our agitation, what specific slogans we
advance, the mapner in which one or another section of our transi-
tional program is put forward and how it is connected with the
basic program of the party.

From the tiime of our founding convention, the party was obliged

to lay the main stress on its fundamental program and particularly
on its fundamental position against the imperialist war and the
preparations for it. No working class party can justify its separate
existence, in general, without demonstrating precisely wherein its
' fundamental prineciples or program warrant or render inescapable
its existence apart from other working class organizations. The
need of demonstrating this, especially necessary for a new party,
“dictated our theoretical and pelitical pelemies. These in turn, col-
ored the outlook and conduct of the panty.

Our prineipal need now, however, is to concentrate on propa-
gandistic and especially on agitational slogans which bring us
deeper into the mass movement of the workers, and at the same
time, taking the workers as they are and as they think today, bring
them closer to the organized, conscious struggle against the war

- and capitalism, and for workers' power. Our slogans must at once
correspond to the present mentality of the workers and to their
fundamental socialist interests. More ‘accurately, our slogans must
be calculated te advance these socialist interests in the speediest
manner in terms accessible to the mass of workers in their present
stage of consciousness. That is the aim of our basic transitional
program. The immediate task is to concretize and adapt that pro-
gram to the present situation.

The thoughts and activities of the working class (of all the
classes) are dominated by or connected with the war and its prob-
lems. Our agitation and actgvlt:es must therefore be dominated by
and connected with the war and its problems, bearing in mind at all
times that for us the main problem of the war is its revolutionary-
socialist transformation.

Given the peculiar combination of “patriotism” and “pacifism”
with which the American workers are, by and large, imbued today,
it is wrong and sterile to confine ourselves to the negative stand
of mere opposition to the war. From this it does not follow, as the
Cannonites apparently believe, that we do not AT ALL express our
negative position on the war, or that we soft-pedal it so thor-

. oughly as to obscure it to all intents and purposes. Even if-the

whole working-class were chauvinistic and shoutifig for war, it
would still be our duty to express our *“negative” view with mili-
tancy and determination; we have added reason for doing so when
the mass of the workers is suspicious of the war and the war-
mongers and is decidedly opposed to participation in it. Our “nega-
tive” stand on the imperialist war does nhot isolate us from the
masses. Quite the contrary. We must continue, boldly and vigor-
ously, to make our position on this seore unambiguously clear.
Only, we cannot CONFINE our agitation to this position; we cannot
even permit this position to be the main point in our agitation.
The main stress must rather be laid on our POSITIVE slozans and .
demands. That is, most simply put, the meaning of the turn that
must be made,

ADVANCING POSITIVE SLOGANS AND
DEMANDS IN A CAMPAICN SPIRIT

Our posmve slogans and demands, turthen'nore, lose t.heir effec«
tiveness if they are arrayed like a regiment, hundreds: strong They
must be simple, they must be clear, they must 'be few in number,
‘easily explained and femembe \ '

's T

~doning any part of our program. It is a question of selecling a few

that are most topical, Most concrete, most easily understood, and
most likely to promote the revolutionary development of the
workers at the given stage. Putting forward these slogans must be
carried out in a systematic, campaign spirit. They must animate
and characterize all our activities—in the leadership and the ranks,

" in the press -and the pamphlets and leaflets, in tha public mass

meetings, in the nelghbprhood and .fac?:o'ry wo&*k and in the indi-
vidual contact and agitational work of every cormyade. They Inust
be so. put forward and so conceh‘tt'abea upon that ' our agltat:en
ceéases to be- genetal and 1hererore diffused, and becomes specifie
and concrete. .

Of such slogans, the main ones the party must put forward in
the next period are the following:

Ll P —

CONSCRIPT THE WAR INDUSTRIES TUNDER
WORKERS' CONTROL! The government does niot hési-
tate fo conscript the lives of the peeple. Without giving
that eur apptoval, but: Tather condemning it, we demand
that the government conseript the war mdustmes the
property of the plutocrats, and put them under the con-
trol of the workers. Profits and graft while workers are
dying is a double outrage. i

THIRTY HOURS A WEEK! MINIMUM $30 A WEEK!
Tlme and a half wageg for overtime abeve 30 hours. For
increased’ wages to meéet the rising cost of living.

. NO GOVERNMENT CONTRACT WITHOUT A
UNION CONTEACT’ No plant is to be given a govern-
ment war materials contract unless it has sighed a eon—
tract, with the union on the union standards.

A CAPITAL LEVY TO COVER WAR COSTS! NO
INDIRECT TAXES ON THE PEQPLE! No. sales taxes,
no tax burdens on the workers, farmers ‘and lower mid-
dle:classes. - All federal funds for the year to be raised
by ‘a steeply progressive tax on all incomes above $10,000
a year, and a:levy on capital.

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE ON WAR! No dictator
decision on whether or not we go to war. Let the people
decide by referendum, giving the vote te all the people
from the-age of 18 upwards.

FOR THE CONSCRIPTS:

FORMER EMPLOYERS MUST: PAY THE WAGE
DIFFERENTIAL AND GUARANTEE THE RETURN OF
THE JOB. : '

BOUBLE THE WAGES OF THE CONSCRIPTS!
This is an elementary demand, and a modest one, to be-
gin with. In at least ene camp, conscripts have already
argued for regular union wages.

THE RIGHT OF THE SOLDIERS TO ORGANIZE
AND BARGAIN COLLECTIVELY WITH THE OFFI-
CERS. Conscripts should certainly not have less rlghts_
than workers.

THE RIGHT OF THE SOLDIERS TO FREE SPEECH,
FREE PRESS AND FREE ASSEMBLY IN THE CAMPS.
]

DOWN WITH JIM CROW AND ANTI-SEMITISM!
COMPLETE ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL
EQUALITY FOR THE NEGROES IN THE COUNTRY
AT LARGE AND EBPECIALLY IN THE ARMY!

DOWN- WITH ANTI-LABOR, ANTI-DEMOCRATIC,
ANTI-ALIEN LEGISLATION. S

WORKERS’ DEFENSE GUARDS! A PEOPLE'S
ARMY! There are already hundreds of working class
and trade union rifle clubs in the country! Let them
expand ,take in and train new members, unite on a na-
- tional scale! Down with conscription and capitalist mili-
tarism—organize the’ m*med ‘and trained. defenses.of the... .
workers, for the workers and by the workers!

AN INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY AND A WORK-
ERS’ GOVERNMENT!

As already indicated, the emphasus on these slogans, particularly
the more topical ones at the beginning, does not imply abandon-
ment of others, but only that the EMPHASIS is upon them. With
a change in the situation other slogans of the same type will prob-
ably have to find a front-line place in our agitation and activity, A
typical example is furnished by the coming struggle against the
high cost of living and profiteering. As soon, as these are more
keenly felt by the masses, it will be necessary to launch an agita-
tion for housewives- -consumers-trade union control of rents, food
and clothing prices. Similarly with other problems.

The main thing, however, is our emphasis on the concrete, the
positive,. the timely slngans, ‘the concentration upon them in the
form of a campaign which the whole party, mdlwdually and col-
lectively, conducts with its entire machinery and all the forces and
means at its dispoesal. Only such a ‘positive program will enable
the party to keep and extend contact with the working masses, to
build the party, to heighten the class consciousness and militancy
of the workers, and, on the basis of their own experiences in the
class struggle, to bring them ever closer to the final struggle.

8. The gravity of the_world situation and the scope of the tasks
we are called upon to fulfill in this country, impose upon the party
as a whole and upon every member_ in it responsibilities such as
‘we have never before been called upon to discharge. It ¢annot be
suificiently emphasized that in the U. S, as in the rest of the
world, the great race is between socialism and faseism, between the
new, classless world order and the vietory of retrogressive, bar-
baric capitalism. Without the leadership of the revolutionary-inter-
nationalist party, the working eclass canhot win the race which, for
the whole next period, will decide the future of society. The party
must therefore be so prepared and so trained as to be capable of
fulfilling this great historic task, not only in theory or on paper,
but in the actual life of the class strugglé. This training and prepa-
ration are what is meant by the development of the orgamzaum
into a truly Bolshevik party.

Such a development of our party requires, first and foremost,
that it become an overwhelmmgly proletarian party ﬁrm‘ly rooted
in the principles of tevolutionary Marxian intérnationalism, those
principles against which all the tremendous pressuie of bourgeois
society is now directed. It requires, furthermore, a politically edu-
cated and conscious membership. An ignorant membership is not
only a bureaucrat's paradise but, worse yet, a membership that is
unable to exercise any effective influence upon the masses of unde-
veloped workers. The educational work of the party must there-
fore be greatly intensified’ and concentrated, and be organized
much more systematically and planfully than in the past. The
political education of the membership acquires its real value, how-
ever, only when: the fundamental study of Marxism and of topical
economit and political questions from the standpoint of Markism
is combined and interpenetrated by direet participation in the
class struggle—without which it becomes academic and sterile. No
less academic and sterile is a study of Marxisin unaccompanied by
a stimulation of interest in and bold discussion of new problems,
and even of old ones. Such discussion enriches the inner life of the
party, enviches the arsenal of Marxism itself.

To say that the party must become truly Belshevik means alse
the inflsing of every section of it with a deeper ﬁeellng of respensi-
bility, of discipline, of devotion, of sa¢rifice. The party aims at
nothing shott of the international secial revolution, and it must
always be conscious of this great and noble and difficult goal. The
realization of it means the eradication of all slothfulness, of all dil-
letantism, of any remnants of the spirit of “socialism in our spare
time.” An intolerant attitude on the part of all comrades toward
these pernicious habits and tendencies, wherever manifested, iz a
pre=condition to the consolidation of the kind of party the W.P.
must become. '

Strict accounting and control—this thoroughly socialist con- |
cept must be applied not only in the realm of finances or in the
future days of workers’ power, but today, in our own party and in
every sphere of its politieal and organizational activity. Without
it, our party would be ravaged and disintegrated as have other par-
ties before it, . With it; the party will develop and flourish, will be
consolidated, - mnﬁe more compact, its siriking power increased, its

ts tremendous responsibi]jues assured for thc
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Wn‘h the Labor Unions-

On the Picket Line

BILL GREEN ON HIGH INITIATION FEES

In reply to a leiter from Senator
Norris, Bill Green, president of the
AFL, has a few words to say about
the initiation fees of the AFL inter-
natiohals. Green defends the present
initiation fees on the ground that
many AFL membérs object to a
lowering of the fees because these
members made sacrifices in building
the unions and while ﬁghtmg for
decent wages. Green states that
these AFL members “show that they
were compelled to pay the samne
amount of initiation fees now col-
lected from new members into the
local when they)joined . . . Fur-
thermore, Green adds: “they protest
strongly that non-union men who
now secure employment made o
contribution toward the establish-
ment of the decent wage scales
which prevail, but in securing em-
ployment become the beneficiaries of
the wage level established by ‘the
union, are entitled to all the bene-
fits, and that the union requires the
contractor te pay the newly admitted
member the same wage scale and to
accord to him the sarme favorable
working conditiens as every union
member employed at the plant én-
joys.”

This position of Green's violates
the fundamental principles of work-
‘ing class solidarity. He puts the
thing on an out and out dollar and

" to, operate

cents bnszs. This is “business union-
ism” with a vengeance. Of course,
the men who built the labor move-
ment made sacrifices. High initiation
fees may be correct at one time and
entirely unjustified at another time.
The argument is as follows: “I paid
$50 to joint the union 20 years ago
and you should pay the same today.”
Not so much because the union needs
the money but because other mem-
bérs paid $50 years ago.

Furthermore, Green wails over the
fact that new men in the union prof-
it from union struggles of the past.
The contractors are foreed to pay the
same wages to new men who didn't
participate in these struggles as did
the old-timeérs. Of course! Does
Green want to penalize workers who
were still in their mothers' wombs
when a certain union was built? Or
even workers who for one reason, or
another did “not. join the union' as
soon as they should?

To be sure, Bill Green is a mud-
dle-head, ibut this is toeo much, even
froni him. One begins to realize why
it is so easy for racketeers to get
a hold in the AFL. They probably
feel that if ‘Green's philosophy is the
prevailing opinion in the organiza-
tion, they may as well get their's too.
Also, on the basis of.such a philoso-
phy, these racketeers will find it easy

- TOBIN ALSO WRITES HIS VIEWS ON FEES

Green sent his letter off last week.
This week Tobin of the teamsters
writes to Norris on the situation in
his union. Tobin’s tain argument is
that Green does not have the power
and authon”ty to regulate initiation
fees and dues in the AFL interna-
tionals. Also, he concerns himself
only with the teamsters. He doesn’t
mention Bill Hutchinson and the
carpenters international.

Tobin writes that there a few lo.
cals of the teamsters that charge $100
initiation fees. He found one local
in New York City that charges $250.
He also cites the case of some locals
in the midwest where the initiation
fee is only $15.

However, Tobin, like Green, misses
the main ‘point. And this doesn't
concern Senator Norris or anyone
else, friend or foe, outside the labor
movement. That is: what is the
chief function of the trade union
movement and how should
about carrfying out this function? "'A
union must have money and it can
be secured only from its membBers.
This is as it should be. The workers
should and must support their own
organizations. But Tobin, Green and
other AFL leaders seem to believe
that joining fees and dues should be
directly proportional to wages re-
ceived. Also 'that no matter what
the size of the union or the union
treasury, the joining fees and dues
should remain stationary through the
ages.

Tobin says that his international
has six and a quarter million del-
lars in its treasury. Most of the lo-
cals and district councils also have
fairly large sums of cash in their
treasuries. One would think that it
would be possible to reduce joining
fees and due from time fo iime as
the membership and the cash balance
of the union increase. Should the
union face a special emergency such
as a strike, then an assessment could
be levied which the members would
certainly be glad to pay.

One reason, of course, for the
large fees and dues is the desire of
officers, international and local, to
be in a position to pay themselves
huge salaries. Tobin gets $30,000 a
yvear and other officers are paid gen-
erous sums. Besides this, they re-
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ceive large “expense accounts.” Fur-
thermore, a large treasury under the
control of the officers gives them
tremendous power. They dispense
patronage to favorites and yes-men.
They build up a iachine that con-
trols the organization, ‘often in vio-
lation of all the principles of frade
union democracy.

To argue that a worker who will
get a wage of $50 a week should not
object to paying a fee of $100 to
join the union is to make a racket
of the union. If not a racket, the
best that can be said is that such a
union is a business like any other
business.

The function of the union is to
better the economic conditions of its
members. The rule and practice
should be to have joining fees and
dues as low as possible. This should
hold especially for Jjoining fees.
J01n1ng the union should be made
?5. easy as pnssmle to the end that
the unions beeome mass organiza-
tions. Unions should not exist to
pay large salaries fo officers or to
pile up large sums in the treasury in
the manner of a business enterprise.

The Oklahoma Senate has passed
a bill making it a penitentiary 0{'.
fense for a representative of a union
to solicit workers on national “de-
fense” projects for union member-
ship. The bill passed 29 to 11 and
was sent-to the lower house for ac-
tion, The fools who voted for this
bill said that they wished to pre-
vent the organization of laborers on
airfield and army camp jobs in Okla-
homa.

Of course, such legislation-is un-
constitutional and all of that. This
is not what we are concerned with.
however. Since the war projects are
under federal supervision this bill
can be only an attempt to keep labor
organizers out of Oklahoma and to
head off the further organization of
workers in that state. These “law-
makers’ are locking to the future.
In their ignorant haste to protect
Oklahoma businessmen they forget
though, that labor has moved a long
way from the 18th century when it
was “illegal” for workers to organ-
ize. Such “laws” are not as easy to
enforce today as they were then.

SOME FIGURES ON THE INCREASE IN LABOR PRODUCTIVITY

The AFL has published figures to
show that whereas the profits of
business went up as much as 180
per cenht in 1940, the average increase
in wages was only about 5 per cent.
Furthermore, the productivity of the
workers increased to such an extent
that the increase in wages was paid
for by this increased productivity.
This means that what the bosses are
pleased to call “labor cost” didn't
cost the employers anything at all.

Since 1929, the AFL points out,
hourly wages have been raised 20
per cent, but the output of the
workers per hour has increased 40
per cent. The employers gained $2.00
in inecreased production for every
$1.00 increase they paid in hourly
wages. = -

What this means is very easy to
understand. If one agrees that the
bosses are entitled to profits (we
don't agree, of course), then one
should understand that an increase
in wages does not keep profits down

-asking for higher wageés.

one penny. Furthermore, when work-
ers sometimes conclude, after an in-
crease in wages, that they should
produce more, they should under-
stand that this greater product:on
increases the corporation’s profits far
out of proportion to the inc¢rease in
wages. A few crumbs to the workers
for in¢reased production, produces
a whole loaf for the boss. 1

This is one of the reasons why
workers should not be timid abou'{':
We are
talking about those workers who
think it is O.K. in general for the
boss to live off their “toil. Modern
machinery and technology make pos-
sible tremendous production from
each worker. This high productivity
guarantees huge profits for the boss.
We say that even those workers who
think that capitalism is a blessed
event should not be hesitant about
demanding more of the wealth they
produce in the form of hlgher and
h:gher wages.

workers are: invited.

Saving or single? Joseph Austin will discuss “CAN YOU
AFFORD A FAMILY” at the weekly meeting of the Modern
Forum, 329 PINE STREET, SUN

Attention, Philadelphia mm

By David Coolidge |

Act of War--

(Continued from page 1)
convoys, in trying to defend it-
self, shoots at an attacker,
Could there be any other result
but war?

We don’t know how soon
Roosevelt will consider it expe-
dient to declare war formally.
He may not do so for a long
time—while the sons of Amer-
ican workers are “‘unofficially’’
being shet down on various bat-
tlefields, land or naval. (The
Japanese have not yet declared
war on the Chinese!) He may,
only the other hand, declare
war. tomorrow. Roosevelt may
know, but we who are to be sa¢-
rificed, do not. '

Eighty-three per cent of the
people polled registered them-
selves as against entry into the

In reportig that informa-

tion, the Gallup. Poll directors
added that if the Ludlow War
Referendum Bill were passed, a
majority vote, as provided for
in the bill, would undoubtedly
be l!noy.ll

Why ‘isn‘t that bill passed?
Why does it linger year after
year in @ congressional hamper
while bills that do not speak the
will of the people are rushed
onto the floor of the House and
Senate and passed?

Why is this bill, which pro-
vides an elementary medns of
democratic decision on a mat-
ter of exceeding importance to
the life of every wotking man
and woman—why is this bill
suppressed?

The answer is simple. Roose-
velt and the Sixty Families of
Big Business and coupon-¢lip-
ping wealth whom he repre-
sents, dare not let the people

decide.

But that answer is adequate
only for Roosevelt, for Willkie,
for Morgan—the 3 per cent of
the people who control over 90
per cent of this country’s enor-
mous wealth.,

It is not adeguate for us—
whose interests are altogether
different from those whose
bankrolls are bulging with the
profit of war preparation.

They dare ask us to sacrifice,
to work intolerable hours at
miserable wages, to face the
bullets and cannon of imperial-
sit warfare—ask as in the name
of "“democracy.” A "'democra-
cy” that daily sees pickets shot
down, clubbed, threatened with
the electric chair. A "democ-
racy’’ that does not grant us
the right to decide upon how
our own lives shall be disposed
of—to decide on whether or ne, ’
under what circumstances and
against whom we wish to de-
clare war.

Yes, we will declare war
against fascism. 'WE HAVE
ALREADY DONE THAT! That
asbhorrent monster which sprang
out of the loins of capitalism
must, be destroyed. But it will
not be destroyed by the impe-
rialist warlords ©of - the world.
They may destroy a rival. They
will not destroy fascism. To do
that they would have to destroy
their own rotten system. Fas-
cism will be destroyed by the
working peoples of the world.
~ We, the working class, who
did not tolerate fascism while
its murderous squads trampled
upon the liberty and welfare of
the German and Italian work-
ing class—as it was tolerated
by virtually every imperialist
nation on the face of the earth
—we will settle with fascism in
sur own way — in solidarity
with our brothers in Europe
and elsewhere.

So too do we propdse to setf-
tle a tendency towards totali-
tarianism such as is manifest
in the war powers bill, and in

. the daily violations of the dem-

ocratic will of the great ma-
pority of the American people.

We propose to strike a blow
against fascism and for democ-
racy by insisting that the War
Referendum Bill be ' rushed
through for Congressional pass-

hat all labor

THE WAR BOOM IN NEW ENMGLAND: PART Il

!Prof' ts Have Shot Up - - But Wages o il

The newspapers of the different
cities throughout New England give
the impression of a tremendous busi-
ness beom. Statistics glibly quoted
“prove” that there is a shortage of
‘skilled labor, and that by the end
of 1941 there won't be a man “able
and willing t¢ work” who won't
have a job. January, 1941, compared
with January, 1940, shows an im-
provement in number of people em-
loyed and on payrolls. Certainly
January, 1941, shows decided im-
provement when compared with the
vear 1933 in the midst of the worst

. depression we have known, or with
1938, when we learned to say ‘“re-
cession” in an effort to cushion the
fact that there was a crisis.

However, if we start with the idea

" that every worker should have a job,

decent pay and working conditions
and some measure of security, the
improvement is not startling. We
have got so used to hard times, to
an unemployment figure of 10-15
million, that when these figures are
being reduced, the newspapers talk
in terms of prospeérity.

Statistics from the Massachusetts
Department of Labor do not show a
general upward trend in either em-
ployment or wages during the past
few months. Comparing December,
1940, with January, 1941, the only
industry in Massachusetts to show
an increase is shoe, and while these
figures show a decided increase in
Lynn, for instance, they show a de-
cided decrease for the city of Wor-
cester.

Prices Skyrocket

Talk of business pick-up leaves the
worker with no assurance of in-
creases that will continue or that
will allow him to:meet the rising

Ford---

(Continued from page 1)

among the 400,000 soft-coal miners
now on strike.

Vicolence, however, has not sue-
ceeded in opening the Allis-Chal-
mers plant. Nor did violence stop
the Bethlehem strikers.

Nor should it stop the Ford
workers! They have been accustomed
to it. Union delegates have more
than once been beaten by Ford thugs.

A victory in Ford will be a victory
for every man and woman in the
labor movement. If Ford can be
cracked, any other boss is a cinch.

The Ford strikers have our com-
plete solidarity. Every worker, ev-

‘ery union, must do what he or it

can to help the UAW win.
All-Out-Aid for the Ford Strikers!
That's our slogan!

They are hit-or-miss,
up-and-down, with no security to
the wage-earner involved A shoe
worker living in Worcester, for in-
stance, and hearing of employment
and high wages in Lynn would hesi-

cost of Tiving.

tate to pack up his family and move °

to Lynn. He has no way of know-
ing that the improvement will con-
finve in Lynn. And in addition he
will be faced with, the fact that the
cost of living in Lynn is notoriously
high. Rents have skyrocketed there
in recent months. The worker who
pays $20 to $25 per month for rent
can only find four or five unheated
rooms, in an old apartment house,
and the chances are he'll have to
share the bathroom with other fam-
ilies. Prices of food are also high.
The following figures show the
average wages in the main industries
of the largest cities in Massachu-
setts:
Lynn, shoe,
textile _
Lowell, textile ... ... __
Boston, miscellaneous
Lawrence, textile ... ..
Worcester, tool, steel, slme
Brockton, shoe ... .. 2150
New Bedford, textile . 21.07

These figures are for January, 1941,
but they do not vary a great deal
from month to month and the rela-
tionship between the cities remains
the same. It must also be kept in
mind that these payroll figures in-
clude the salaries of all officials and
foremen. The average of the indus-
trial worker in the shop would be
lower.

General Electric,

83’1‘ 19
18.65
24.16
21.33
33.35

Low Wages -

The slight pick-up in business is
shown by the fact that men working
on low-paid jobs are finding work at
unsgkilled or semi-skilled jobs in the
better paid industries. Restaurant
workers, market workers, novelty
workers are leaving jobs paying $15
to $25 and finding work at jobs
which do not pay a great deal more,
but which they have hopes will even-
tually give them the fraining for a
skilled job. Men who have been on
WPA are getting their old jobs back,
but at $5 to $10 less per week than
they formerly earned. Men over 45
who have not been able to get work
at their trade, men who have been
black-listed for years are finding
work, but always at less money-than
they previously got.

In a city where the average pay
according to the state statistics is
approximately $25 per.week, hun-
dreds of girls are working for the
federal minimum: of $12 per week,
and filling orders for the U. S. Army,
under government contracts. Guns
are being made for the U. S. Army
in. shops where the pay runs from
$18 to $22 for 40 hours. Small plants

They Represent - -

{Continued from ﬁage 1)

days pay witheut a damn good rea-
son.

To all these “representatwes of the
people,” the have-not 87 per cent who
MUST strike in their stru“gle to
live, are not THE people to be rep-
resented.

Their True Colors

The strike wave has once more
forced Congress to ‘show its true
colors. THE people Congress repre-
sents are to be found among those
whose profits have already mounted
from 100 per cent to 3,000 per cent
—due to their intensive ‘“pay-triot-
ism.” _

There is no- hew and cry in Con-
gress against these exploiters of la-
bor. No law is offered to make them
increase wages in proportion to
profits. g

No congressman proposed the elec-
tric chair for Packard Motor and the
other companies who refused to take
government orders until they were
assured of profiteering profits—and
a tax rate that would leave the prof-
its with THEM—not with the gov-
ernment. Packard is among the rep-.
resented ’ :

Nor did any congressman propose
the electric chair for those who sent
an armored car into the strikers’
ranks at Allis-Chalmers.

You will find THE people repre-
sented by Congress in the columns of
the Wall Street Journal where it
publishes a survey showing the many
“defense” industries whose war prof-
its now FAR OUTRUN excess profits
taxes

Nobody in Congress raised his
voice against the attempt of Knox
and Knudsen to force the Allis-
Chalmers workers back to work.
The injustice there is flagrant. Hill-

join, through its unions and or-
ganizations, in demanding that
the people be given the right
to vote on war.

Let us make our position
known in demeonstration and in
resolution. Let us make it
known that we dtsapprove of
any acts which will involve us
in an imperialist war.

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE,
AG NST WARI :

man and Knudsen had promised the
" workers that if they accepted the
OPM formula for an agreement, the
company would be made to accept it
too. The workers accepted — the
company did not. But coercion was
attempted AGAINST THE WORK-
ERS.

Congress very conveniently did not
“notice” this injunction. The Allis-
Chalmers Co. is THE people Con-
gress represents.

And in the States

Most certainly the present strike
wave has brought “democratic in-
stitutions” out on parade. Every
workier can see what they look like.

And this is true not only of Con-
gress. The big parade extends all
over the country.

The Oklahoma Senate hurried to
pass a bill making it-a PENITEN-
TIARY OFFENSE to organize work-
ers on “defense” projects and to col-
lect fees from persons working on
“defense” projects. The impoverished
87 per’ cent is not represented by the
Oklahoma Senate that takes away
from workers the right to organize.

The Texas House of Representa-
tives pushed through a bill making
it a PENITENTIARY OFFENSE to
interfere with persons doing lawful
work. Thus the bosses are very well
represented in the -Texas House

which makes picketing a ecriminal’

offense.

New York Senator Stokes wants
the New York State Senate to get
Congress to provide for the imme-
diate induction into the army of men
exempted because of employment in
“essential industries,” if they strike
or even participate “in any manner
of labor dispute.” Starve or fight,
you working stiff! You belong to the
87 per cent that are UN-represented!

And to complete this picture of
“democracy at work,” that great
idealist Stimson presents himself,
foaming at the mouth and calling
for the swift organization of home
guard units by the States to curb
labor disturubances. History shows,
. said Stimson, that when a nation
goes into great production effort
such as the arms program,

1y to be dlsturbances between capital
and labor.”

Thus Stimson is on the job fto
make sure that a generous “democ-
racy” will hand out to workers, try-
_ing to keep up with the expected
high cost of living, not bread but—
TEAR GAS AND BULLE‘I‘S

price
structures go up and “there are like-

are hiring youngsters for $10 per
week, on the excuse that they are
being trained for skilled work, and
with the old threat held over them
that if you don’t like it there are
others who would be glad to get the
chancé. Shoe workers and textile
workers in New England are work-
ing for $12, $15, 820 per week.

Inadequate Relief

Welfare appropriations for 1841
are being cut in half. But that gives
the lie to the story that “at the end
of 1941 every worker will have a
job.” A city of 200,000 is planning
to spend over a million dollars for

_relief. And there is adequate proof

that it isn't going to be eonugh. WPA
appropriations have been ¢ut and
there are lay-offs on WPA. But the
tears and hysteria on one project
when two-thirds of the women were
laid off gave ample proof that there

By MAX STERLING

Nationalist fever, plus the growing
strength of the Anglo-American Axis,
combined to upset the Hitler apple-
cart in the Balkans. The Yugoslavian
coup ‘has drawn a line in the Bal-
kans which from now on only the
German army can cross:

Nazi diplomacy has met its most
serious defeat and for the first time
in the war Hitler's strategy of di-
vide and conquer has failed. A new
major Balkan front has been created
and on that front the mechanized
divisions of Germany will now have
to deal with the combined forces ot
Britain, Greece, Turkey, Yugoslavia
and, most important, the TUnited
States.

The Yugoslavian coup is singularly
significant. It went counter to the
tremendous forces that were press-
ing Yugoslavia into the camp of Nazi
imperialism. Hitler has already de-
stroyed the major part of the Ver-
sailles system on the European con-
tinent. After Rumania and Bulgaria,
Yugoslavia was next in line. Like
those countries, Yugoslavia’s econom-
ie life was tied to Germany. At
least 60 per cent of her trade went
to the latter. Besides agricultural
and cattle products Yugoslavia was
an important German source for such
important -war materials as copper
ore and bauxite, the ore from which
aluminum is extracted. Within Yu-
goslavia is the greatest copper mine
in Europe, the Bors copper mine, and
half of Germany’s supply of bauxite
comes from there.

Forces at Play ‘

From the military point of view
Yugoslavia was just. as indispensa-
ble for Hitler's plans in the Balkans.
The Yugoslavian ministers who went
to Vienna and signed a pact with
Hitler did indeed sign away Yugo-
slavian neutrality. The fact is that
in the struggle of the titanic impe-
rialisms of Germany and Great Brit-
ain and the United States none of the
countries in the path of this strug-
gle were permitted to remain neu-
iral. Hitler's terms to Yugoslavia
tied the latter to everything but the
passage of German froops through
her territory. However, the secret
agreement for the demobilization of
the Yugoslavian army made a farce
even of this.

One can say that the two Yugo-
slavian decisions reflected very well
the forces within the country which
pressed her in opposite directions.
These forces were not only of an
economic and military character. The
question of what camp to join was
complicated by the problem of na-
tional minorities. The Yugoslavian
state, like so many other states of

Harvester Men

THE WORLD AT WAR*
Events in Yugoslavia Prove!

A Socialist United States

Of Europe Is the Only Solution

were no jobs waiting for these woms
en in industry.

The working class sections of the
city still look the same, although
rents are going up. No magic. of a
business “boom” has sprouted njce
apartment houses at low rents for
wo¥kers and their families. No nice:
fresh paint and well-cared-for yards =

are springing up to testify to pros-

perity. A little more smoke is com-
ing from the factory chimneys but.
the workers inside are chained to a
speed -up, a piece-work system,
wages and working conditions, which
are intolerable since they léave the
worker at the end of the week with |
no more real wages evidenced in
to live, nor does it leave him with
more and better food, a bettér place
any sénsé of security for the future.

(In the next issue: What the Work-
ers in New England Are Doing Abaut :
This Situation.) :

the Versailles system, perpetuated
the struggle and oppression of na--
tional minorities, Within Yugoslavia
are Serbs, Croatians, Slovenes, Mdn-
tenegrins, Bosnians and Macedonians.,
The 8,000,000 Serbs out of Yugosla-
via's population of 16,000,000 are the
dominant nationality and Hhéld the
commanding pos:txons in Yugosla- -
vian society. The Serbians demon-
strated against the signing of the
pact in order to safeguard their priv-
iliged position and in order to sup=
port their old Anglo-American allies .

who first brought their state into ey

being. Conversely, the least resist
ance to the pact came from those
subject ‘nationalities like the 4,000,-
000 Croatians who were suffering
most under the Serbian yoke and
whose territories were most vulner=:
able to the advance of the German
troops. ;

In this delicate balance of forces
was made by the Yugoslavian army.
and counter-forces, the final deecision
The army, led in the main by Ser-
bians, decided by a coup te support
the camp of Great Britain and Amer=

. ica. The decision was forced by the

German demand for its hquldatlon.
nbut no lessra factor were the prom=
ises of support emanating from Loh-
don and Washington.

Thus the Yugoslavian dictatorship,
with its oppressed national minori-
ties, is well on its way to joining the
camp of the “democracies” in which
is already included the dtctatorshlp'
of Greece.

Which Way Out?

, Hitler had attempted to stave off
the Yugoslavian march into the
Anglo-American camp by economic.
and military threats and by setting | °
“the Croatians against the Serbidns.
The problem of nationalities like
wise interests him only in so far as
he can advance his own imperialis-
tic ambitions. The German méethod,
as in Czechoslovakia, is to set ohe
nationality against another, after .
which théy are all put under the
yoke of the German overlord. . -
The  Yugoslavian  development.
demonstrates once more that capi-
talism, whether of the Nazi or “dem-
oératic” variety, is incapable of
granting freédom, independence,
peace and bread to the various peo-
ples of the world. Only a socialist
society in which there is no imperi=
alism and no exploitation can level
the barriers between the" peoples-
and give them peace, plenty and an
unhampered cultural development.
The war has brought out in full force
the gangrene of capitalist society
and has placed the slogan of the So-
cialist United States of Europe dnce
more on the order of the day.

End Strike

v

Have No lllusions About Mediation Board

Special to Labor Avtion

CHICAGO, Mar. 31—The strike at
the Harvester, plant, which began in
January, ended today as the men
returned to work claiming victory.

Despite the tremendous forces ar-
rayed against them, they held on.
Now that they are returning to their
jobs, after an agreement to submit
the dispute to mediation, they have
no illusions about the Mediation
Board, and are ready to walk out if
the mediation talks fizzle from their
point of view.

Police brutality against the strik-
ers was the worst since the infamous
Little Steel massacre at the Republic
plant some years ago. That they
held on for so long a time is a trib-
ute {6 the determinalion and the
militancy of the strikers.

What they will have gotten from

the strike remains to bé séen. Thé
fact that they put up a good strikeé
will count for a lot when the media-
tion hearings are on. The spectre of
militant pickets will hover over the
hearings and influence them a great
deal. Especially if the union contin-
ues to demonstrate that it will not"
take any decision made by the board
lying down. 3

One of the greatest lessons learned
by the Harvester strikers and by all’
of Chicago labor is that, faced with.
the strongly exerted boss war pres=
sure, all the unions must stand to-.
gether. The SWOC, Packing House,
and Auto Workers Unions, as. wel
as many others, mobilized thei
forces behind the Harvester strikers:
—sending pickets, giving money, etc.
That kind of union solidarity is a
guarantee of victory.

The April New International --
A 32-Pager!--Is Now on Sale.
Get Your Copy Immediately!
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LABOR ACTION.
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'OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

». Not qlman, not a cent for Wall Street's
soar, All war funds to the unemployed.

For a rising scale of wages to meet
increasing cost of living. Thirty-Thirty
—$30 weekly minimum wage—30-
hour weekly maximum for gJl workers.

Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
Government ownership and workers
_ control of .all war industries—avio-
tion ,steel, chemu:als, ‘railroads, publie
utilities, etc. ¢1 v

.Against both imperialist war eamps.
‘For the Third Camp of World Lubm'
and the Colonial Psoplu.

. Let the people vote on war. For the
! ?ht of youth to vote at the age

b dbolisk: secrot diplomacy: Qpen: ihe
files of the State Department.

Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
- tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.

- Against compulsory mllmlry training
and conscription.

.For the defense of civil liberties and
workers’ rights. Stop the persecution
of dliens. Against the M-Day Plans
and war-time dictatorship.

For full social, econoric and political )
sqmllity for Negroes. End diserimin-
ation against Negroes in- industry and
trade unions.

For an lmlenend'eut Labor Party.

For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Fascist and vigilante attacks,

No confidence in the Roosevelt gov-
ernment. For a workers’ government
and a people’s army.

For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Amer-
icas, for the Socialist United States of
Europe, and for the World Socialist
Federation,

HIS Lordship’s
Very Sore Spot!

Some of our smart American newspaper
reporters put Lord Halifax on the spot last
‘week and we don’t doubt it is still a sore
spot! |t happened ‘at a press conference
‘His Lordship held at-the Waldorf-Astoria
_Hotel in New York City.

“After the conference, according to the
‘New York Times, a dozen of the British
(Reuters) corps of newspaper correspond-

nts in this country got together and held
an impromptu indignation méétifg against
.fhe;r American colleagues! [t seemed they
felt the: Americans had been “inconsider-
ate’’—a polite English word meaning they
sked too many and too embarrassing
uestions.

- And Lord Holtfux is reported as being
very much upset—so much so that his voice
rose and lost its calm and gentlemanly in-
flections.

What was it all qboutp What dlsturbed
His Majesty’s Ambassador?

A number of the American reporters re-
flected a desire to know how much depend-
_ability might be placed on promises given
by England during a war. This started it
off. Then one reporter said, “Lord Hali-
fax, last night you affirmed the absolute
value of the "human soul. You spoke of
equal political ‘opportunity for all peoples
.". . you pictured a community of nations

in whlch no country would dominate its
partners. Daes this imply that Britain is
willing to free India?”’ A dead silence and
clearing of throats followed. '
. "It is not possible to dispose of India in
a sentence,” said Lord Halifax. Then he
- said that Britain aims at granting “’Domin-
- ion status’’ to India some time in the fu-
ture. (Of course, India has rejected *‘Do-
minion status’’ and demands nothing less
than complete independence outside the
British Empire.)

“May | interpolate here,” said another
impolite reporter. He then reminded His
Lordship that Britain had made that SAME
pledge to India in the LAST war, as well as
a pledge to the Jews in Palestine known as
the Balfour Declaration. The reporter did
hot sdy 'so in so many words, but implied
that the Right Honorable Christian gentle-
man was a bit of a liar. When asked about
naming a date when the Dominion status
pledge would be fulfilled, Lord Halifax re-
plied, ““That, of course, has never been pos-
sible and will never be possible.”

.~ This incident is another evidence of the
embarrassment felt by each and every rep-
resentative of British imperialism the mo-
ment it is confronted by any question con-
cerning ITS—not Hitler's—war aims. They
simply cannot answer the question in any
concrete sense without revealing their aims
to be primarily the same as those of Hitler
the power to subject colonial peoples and
exploit their territories.

We hope that each time Lord Halifax
opens his aristocratic mouth, that self-
same question is Jcmmed down his throat:
“Tell us what England is fighting for,”’ It

ike driving a sharp knife intosan exceed-

b A

A “Mediator” on
Breaking Strikes

Eugene Meyers is pubhsher of the Wosh-
ington Post.

Eugené Meyers is also a member of the
much-touted Mediation Board, appointed
by President Roosevelt to put an “amica-
ble’” end to strikes.

Just where this Mediation Board stands,
and ‘what can be expected of it, is made
amply clear in an editorial on the Allis-
Chalmers strike that appeared in the Wash-
ington Post of March 27. .

The Washington Post of that day prints
an editorial headed “‘Breaking a Strike.”
Prints it right next to the  editorial box
which proudly displays Mr. Meyers’ name
as editor and publisher. .

Says. the editorial: ‘“Summoning cour-
age which has heretofore been lacking,
Secretary Knox and OPM Director Knud-
sen yesterday ordered the company to re-
open its plant and proceecl with work. This
is the most favorable piece of news that
has come out of the strike situation in re-
cent months. In effect Messrs. Knox and
Knudsen have undertaken to break the
strike.” (Our emphasis.) [,

Yes, that is precisely what Knox and
Knudsen have undertaken. And Mr. Mey-
ers, mediator and publisher, loudly ap-
plauds the action. '

The editorial proceeds with a lengthy
"proof'’ that the strike is a fake, that the
action demanded by Knox and Knudsen, is
not therefore a ‘'harsh treatment of the
union’’ becaduse only a minority voted for
the strike (a stupendous and obvious liel).

And in conclusion: ’Some action to end
the strike had become imperative. Obvi-
ously (!!) the government could not ‘crack
down’ upon the company because of the
continuation of a strike called by fraudu-
lent balloting. - The Navy and the OPM
have taken the only alternative .in ordering
that the strike be abandoned in favor of
continued negotiations while the men are
at work. The only weakness of this deci-
sion is that it was not made at least a
month and a half ago.”

Acting ‘upon the advice of Knox and
Knudsen, Milwaukee police proceeded to
make up for the month and a half delay.
On March 31, an armored car, manned by
police and firing tear gas bombs, smashed
through 3,000 pickets, many of whom were
hurt.” These 3,000 pickets were no doubt
risking life and limb on the picket line.for
sixty-eight days because they didn’t . want
to strike, because the strike was called
against their will. That’s boss logic for you!

- Several weeks ago we. printed a long
editorial warning labor against the Media-
tion Board, calling it a scheme devised in
the interests of the bosses. The idea that
labor can gain o damn thing by sitting
down with a few boss representatives and
a few government men (who, by the very
nature of the government, are also boss
representatives) is a childish delusion.
Nine times out of ten that board will .rule
against labor where a vital issue is in-
volved. The tenth time it will show its im-
partiality by casting its vote for labor.

The proof? You have it in the editorial
of Mr. Mediator-Publisher Meyers. Meyers
is one of those men on whose impartial and
amicable judgment your jobs, your wages,
that is to say your lives, will depend. Im-
partial rot! You've just read Meyers on the
Allis-Chalmers strike. . And those _words
cover Meyers’ opinion of any strike of more
than two-bit importance. Break the strike!
The pickets are in the way? Ride ‘em down,
fell ‘em with tear gos! '

There you have mediation in all its glor-
ious impartiality!

No, fellow ‘workers. Do not be deceived
by this mediation plan! Just think of how
much space and applause has been given
it in the boss press. And you know that the
boss press doesn’t go out of its way to
champion labor’s interests. Think too of
that editorial we have quoted.

The way to advance our interests is not

in the Mediation Board—it's on the picket

line! Strike after strike, won in the face of
terrific pressure, proves that. You need
only stick to your guns. If the police ride
you down, turn up the next day with work-
ers from other plants magnifying your
picket ranks a hundred fold.

Labor is too strong’to be cowed by a few
“mediators,”” too powerful to be intimidated
by a police charge. Our strength lies in the
fact that no machine can turn lest we turn
it. Qur strength also lies in numbers. Our
answer to Meyers, to the Allis-Chalmers
bosses and the police must be a stronger

" picket: lme |0|ned by every. worker who can.

Famine’s F. our

lorsemen

Tram " le %rrmg ‘ urope

By SBERMAN STANLEY

Every correspondent and; observer
agrees that 18 months of Wor}q, War

11 has left in its wake greater hun-

ger, pestilence and outright starva-
tion than 48 months of World War I
This may appear as a surprising
fact because, in terms of material
and’ physu:al destruction, there has
been much less damage done onthe
European continent proper than oc-
curred in the last war. Yet the cruel
fact remains:
hungrier now—in one-third the time!
The basic explanation -for this fact
is that European capitalism of 1941
is infinitely more corroded, decayed

and malignant than it was in, let us .

say, 1917. The productwe cap.acmes
of Europe are more given over to
war production, while naked plunder
is the dominant motive of German-
1mperlahsm as it erects its European
“New Order.”

John Cudahy, former American
minister to Ireland and ambassador
to Belgium, who is now an American
news correspondent in Berlin, has
written a moving picture of the
ghastly shadow of famine now haunt-
ing the countries of Europe. Spain
is eclearly the worst off. According

* to. Cudahy, bread and oranges are

practically all® that is left to eat—
with the former staple strictly ra-
tioned. Eggs, meat, sugar,
cheese and milk have disappeared
from the standard diet. Even po-
tatoes are hard to find. Dr. Alexis
Carrel, studying malnutrition effects
in ~European war, sections, reports
that most Spaniards are getting one-
fourth of what doctors consider a life-
sustaining minimum diet. “Many of
them show advanced symptoms of
anemia, pellagra and tuberculosis.”
He described the people as ‘mori-
bund, hopeless, listless, nerveless,
wan, without will"—half dead, yet
living on. . f

Story Repeats Itself

But the same tragic story—indubi-
tably the most striking indictment
and condemnation of our barbaric
capitalist civilization — comes: from
every section of the war-torn Euro-
pean continent. Belgians claim food
conditions in. their country equal to
those of Spain, and ALREADY -are
worse than those of post-war Bél-
gium. Poland—jointly plundered by
the macabre Hitler-Stalin alliance—
is as bad; in unoccupied Franee it is
reckoned that 10,000,000 face starva-
tion and even now go to bed hungry.
Denmark; Norway and Holland are
all badly hit by Nazi thievery. If
conditions in Germany haye im-
proved it is only- at the expense -of
the occupied nations; while England
adds more restrictions and .rations
more staples with each passing week.

Thus we see the major objective
result of the inter-imperialist*war so
far as the proletarian and “middle
classes are concerned—FAMINE. The
nationalist and class struggle in Eu-
rope today finds its sharpest expres-
sion in the STRUGGLE FOR FOOD.
Who shall eat? It is a life and death
matter for the European rhasses.

Who is responsible for this unpar-
alleled situation?’ Is it Hitler and his
imperialists who smash through
country after country and then sys-
tematically drain their wealth and
resources? - The hungry workers of
Europe cry out with one - voice:
Guilty! Ts-it Churchill and his im-
perialists who, seeking to destroy a
mighty rival, have terrorized Europe
with a death-like naval blockade?
The same  hungry voices cry out:
Guilty too! '

Yes, it is IMPERIALISM-—fascist
and democratic alike—that has
brought Europe to the abyss ‘where
the life of every man, woman and
child, combatant or non-combatant,
is at stake. Hitler and Churchill;
Mussolini and Stalin—all four ride
astride the horses of famine.

Roosevelt’s Game

And what of our own United
States? What has been the relation
of Roosevelt to famine stricken Eu-
rope? We can rest assured that his

-Eastér W'eek
In Ireland—

will be the subject of a serles of
features in fhe mnext issue of
LABOR ACTION. J. R. Johnson
is writing the histery of the Eas-
ter Rebellion.

Europe as a whoie is .

butter, '

ambassadors and representatwes havc
kept him well informed on the her-
ror conditions that prevail. His atti-

tude may be summed up. under two

headings: (1) Not one ounce of food,
hot one vitamin tablet, not one pint
of milk goes to any spot in Europe
where it may be of help—directly or
indirectly —to American imperial-
ism’s great rival for world rule, Ger-
man imperialism. (2) We will, how-
ever, send limited supplies to -those
areas (Vichy, France, for example)
where passive or overt resistance to
Germany ‘might conceivably be stim-
ulated by such action. !

In a word, before a crumb is-

yielded up Roosevelt first asks—Will

this bring in a return to my govern-,

ment and 1ts§ war plans? Food has
become a military weapon in the im-
perialist struggle. Its role is just be-
ginning, as is proved by the fact that
but a few shiploads have left Amer-
ican shores to pass the British block-
ade. The arch-hypocrite Roosevelt
desires to let Europe starve a while

longer, hoping to win greater re-
turns flor his generosity. First we
shall permit Europe to feel hunger's

deepest pangs. then we shall put her
on rations—such is the ‘cynical plan
of American_imperialism.

"'The Hoover Food Relief Commit-
tee and sundry organizations do not
speak the truth—either about Eu-
rope'd desperate needs, or ~why
Roosevelt objects to their activities.
Such organizations (from which we.
exclude the term pamﬁst and human-
'ifarian societiés) simply. represent
that -section of the American impe-
rialist class which believes that
Roosevelt is going too far, and there-
fore demands a relaxation .of his to-
talitarian. restnctlons on food ship-
ments.

The Workers Party has already. in-
dicated its answer to this- diabolical
game of mutual starvation played by
the rival powers. l.nﬂependent trade
union' and working class action to
get food through to the starving peo-
ples’ of every E‘uropean country!
Against the German ° plunderers,
against the British' blockade, against

the American hunger rationinr. We

must feed our brothers in Europe.

They still face the job of ending the .

imperialist war and creating ' the
United Socialist States of Europe.

Befhlehem --

{Continued from' page 1)
company will continue to deal with the SWOC as the collcctwe bar-
gaining agency for its members and will accord it equal privileges and
opporlumucs including a mutually acceptable manner of handling

grievances. Future action with reference to the election of an exclu-

sive bargaining agency should wait final disposition of the case now

pending in the court.

It is clear that this agreement is somcwhat vague and does not
cover in a definite manner the main demand of the SWOC that the
compary disband the company union, The union can only report

“progress.”’

They, at least, have cornered Bethlehem and forced the

company to bargain collectively with their workers. They have thor-
oughly exposed the company union. They have demonstrated an un-
derstanding of the fact that NLRB decisions must be backed up and
enforced by workers' action. They have given a hint to the courts
that it will not be well to play around with legal technicalities in ren-

dering its decision in this case.

The workers at Bethlehem did all this on the p:cket line. This is
the place where workers must win their victories; out in the streets,

at the factory gates.

In the Face of Terrific Odds

v

¢

What the w orkers won from Bethlehem was Just a little; but it is
a beginning, Heretofore they got nothing from the company. They
won this agrccment against terrific odds and it was only their- masses
fighting on the -picket line that got them anything.

They and their woinen were brutally ‘assaulted -and - beat -down
by Governor James’ uniformed cossacks mounted on horse and motor-

cycle.

‘The little Hitler, Lynn Adams, commander of the Pennsylvania

State Police, strutted through Bethlehem like the commandant of a
concentration camp. ‘His armed cowards attacked the “picket lines
while a strikers’ mass meeting was in progress, knowing that the resist-

ance would be less.

These workers were up against the bulldozers in Congress such as
Hatton Sumner, who wants to send all strikers in the war industries

to the eleclrlc chair.

They faced a hostile, corrupt and venal capitalist press, alwavs anti-
Jabor and alert to protect its masters’ profits.

lhousands of these workers voted for Roosevelt, some of then
three times., But he was away sunning himself and fishing. and medi-
tating and scheming to get these workers, their sons and grandsons
into the impérialist war without too.much opposition on their part.

And Hillman, "labor_“s representative,”

was ‘also away. He "has

been to Florida to rest from his arduous efforts in labor’s behalf.
And so we say the agreement between Béthlehem and the steel
workers there is only a truce; a temporary cessation of hostilities. The
workers must understand this. I’erliaps their leaders at the top don’t
understand this, lSut-»thL fight is not over; it has JusL begun, It cannot

. be otherwise.

Union_Mnst Prepare for St’tuggfe

The SWOC must organize Bethlehem, every man and woman.
They must win the election. They must force genuine collective bar-
gaining from the company. They must see to it that the company

‘union is wrecked.

After this the workers must prepare for a struggle for higher wages
and shorter hours. Wages are far too low:in the steel industry as in
all other industries. There is no justlﬁcahon whatsoever for this con-
dition. The workers should not be hornswoggled by fake “‘patriotic”

talk about “national defense.”

Nor should the workers permit them-
selves to be moved from their fight for more wages by boss claptrap
‘about Hitler.

The Hitlerism that the workers need to fear today, and fght
against, is the native brand. The Bethlehem workers got a real taste
of this native brand of Hitlerism from James' and Adams’ mounted

goons during the strike.

Note These Shachiman Meetings!

In Clevela_n-d G 5

Topu: 3

HOW TO DO IT”

Place: HOTEL ALLERTON pio
Time: SUNDAY, APRIL 13,8 P.M.

“HITLERISM MUST BE
' CRUSHED—A PROGRAM ON

In Syracuse . . .

Subject: "HITLERISM MUST BE
SMASHED-A PROGRAM ON
HOW TO DO IT”

- Time: WEDNESDAY APR’IL9 AT

8 P.M.

Place: COOPERATIVE INSTITUTE
514 HARRISON ST.
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-_-_THE NEGRO’S FIGHT

It Is Up to

The Transport
Workers Now!

By J. R, JOHNSON.

It is now_up to the Transport Workers Union
and every labor organization' in ‘the city and in the
state. They must take action to’ help the- Negmes
get jobs. Last week we pointed out that the Har-
lem Negroes in their justified fight for jobs on'the
buses should have. been -careful to express and
show. solidarity .with the bus strlkers In politics
who is not with me is against -me. It was not suf-
ficient not to'attack the strikers. Both the workers
and the bosses were fighting for public' support.
To raise the questxon of jobs for Negroes at that
time ‘was to intervene, and to intervene made it
necessary - to- show . which side you were on. and
which side you were against. . o . . o

But no'great harm was done, if any:. NGW,
however, the Transport ‘Workers Union must ;do
more than just give support. They sent a ;speak_e_r
to. the Harlem  Committee: meeting. .They have
issued a leaflet 5aying that they are in sympathy
with the demands of the Negroes, and that they
have never - opposed any persons - entering the
union or. being employed by the company ‘on ac-
count. of race, color, etc. It is not enough, in fact
it is very little. The transport. workers, the bus
drivers, . musct demand that Negroes be. employed.
They must demonstrate by vigorous ‘actipn - that
they wish to establish solidarity of all labor, black
and white. For.if the men themselves demand it
from the company, then the bosses will be in a
terrible hole and will have to cap:tulate Because
the general public has no objection whate\rer to
Negroes driving buses. . :

‘Now ‘there may be dJﬁiculhes about Negroes
causing whites to lose their jobs. ‘The bosses will
do their best-to create dissension and confusion.
That can Bé handléd without difficulty only if the
unipn takes the initlatwe If the union takes ‘up
the demands of the Harlem Committée, insists that
they are accepted and then works out a plan with
the Harletnh Committee about numbers of Jobs
seniority rights, so many jobs to be. given now;
if uhion and committee work openly and carry out
all negotiations before the eyes of the working class
there can be no serious friction. ‘It is up to the
unions. They must act. It is no good to say: We

aré not against, we support—and leave it there.

And not only the’ Transport Workers - Union.
Every other union in the city, especially those who
have Negro workers, should solidarize themselvés
with the movement and demand that the  unions
act. Partzcularly those unions where whites and
Négroés work together, for the simple reason that
they will be able to point out their own éxperl-
ences, and their Negro members will be able to
biild union strength and popular support ‘among
the Negro people in Harlem. Big ‘battles are on,
bigger battles are ahead. The unions fnust not
only build union sol.ldarxty but’ muat ‘get the great
masses ‘of the people in the habit; of looking to
unions  for clear, plogresqwe and dec;swe action
ori any 'matter - beiore the publrc that concerns
labor.

Subscriptiims to the ‘ba.use of the Negroes pnr-
secuted for anti-war activity in West - Africa are
stll[ slow in. com.i.pg in,. One of the eontributions
we have received to date comes from a small Min-
nesota’ t.tiwn. from-a Negro friend who. apologlzes
for being able to send only “one lousy buck.’* Com-
rades and friends are asked to send in donations
to JACK MANN, c/o LABOR ACTION, 114 West
14th Street, New York City.

Send Greetmgs for
May Day Issue

The editorial board has announced a SPECIAL
MAY DAY _ISS_I._TE of LABOR ACTION which will
include many important articles, among them:

A May Day. Manltesto.

A Review of the Past Year's: Labor Stru.ggles.

‘ A History of May Day. :

The Negro and the Working Class ‘Struggles.

. Women and the ‘Working Class--a Ma.y Day

Survey

A Working Class Calendar.

One Yeai of Our Paper, LABOR ACT'ION
Many 'other drtlcles. numerous pictures and spe-
cial features are planned. But ‘they all depend
upon the response to our appeal {or greetlngs and
funds.

All those interested in making this SPECIAL
MAY DAY ISSUE the attractive, forceful and-in-
fluential paper that it can be, should mail their
greetings’ and donations' to' LABOR ACTION, 114
West 14th Street, New York City. The deadline is
April“15.. The issue will be printed -far enough in
advance so that it reaches 3ll pmnts in the United
States before May 1.

This MAY DAY ISSUE is' also the ﬁrst anni-
versary of the.publication of. LABOR ACTION :as
the ‘official. organ ‘of .the Workers Party. Party
members and sympathizers have followed its
growth and given:it the support needed to.make
it what it i5 today. The editorial board feels cer-
tain that LABOR ACTION will nat be let down
this year 'wheén May Day calls for the utmost sac-
rifice on the part of all who agree with ifs pro-
gram. They feel certain that not only is an eight-
page, two-color job possible, but that it.is . the
minimum required for the most significant May
Day in the hJstor'y of the ‘American Labor move-
ment. 4
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