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NEW MOVES TO LIMIT DISCUSSION INSIDE LADOUR P.RTY

L In an interviow given to the Observer, printed in the Decumbor 24th
issuo of that paper, liorgan Phillips, tho rotiring Gonoral Secraztary of the
Labour Party, sugsested that the anmal conforcnce of tho Party be dono away with
and replaced by a biennial one. Betweon the conforences a national council would
bo the supreme body. This national council %o comprise of the National Bxccutive,
tho Shadow Cabinot, tho Womon's Committoc, the Young Socialist Committoe and rop—
rosontatives of the of the rogional couneils, the unions and affilinted groups,
Wion asked about the time takeon for these changes to be introduced he said that
the national council could be e¢stablished at once and that tho 1962 arnual conf-
crence could be askoed to postpons the 1963,
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liorgan Phillips backed up his propositions by arguing that tho prep—
arations for the annual confoerence takeo up his staff for 8 months of the year,
that 'Year after yoar, tho same sorts of question ars discussod, with tho sams
speckers bringing forward the samoc arguments' and that 'Frankly, these dobates
servo little usoeful purposo,!

In exa%gng lMorgan Phillips' argumonts and suggestions we must romembor
that although he spoke as an individual it is unlikoly that ho would have brought
forward such detailed proposals unless ho had discussod thom boforchand., It has
buon the practice of the presont right wing clique to to hava thoir propositions
'sounded out ' bufore putting them forward, comrados will romembor spocches in
which Jay, Woodrow Wyatt and co. lounched tho right wing campaign on such

questions as Clausc Four. This interview could be a gimilar tactic.

If succossful, the effoct would bo te cnormously inersasc the bureou-
cratic grip on the Labour Party, The annual conforonco duspite the ring wing
igmoring it, has boon an important cbstacle to tho complote burcaucratisation of
the Labour Party. 1In striking at”the right wing would be striking ot the heart
of tho democratic spirit of tho wholo labour movemonte

Lnother rocont devolopment was tho ducision of the National Ixgcutive
to instruet the Scottish rogional organisation not to placs a miners' rosoultion
on Polaris on the agenda of a Scottish ragional conference, to be held in the
Springe This docision,takon by a vote of 13 to 10,cuts across annual conference
rolicy which came down clearly for a campaign against the Polaris basa.

Tho Scottish miners are indignant about tho move and statomonts by
loading figures in tho Glasgow Trades Couneil; otc. have boon made in protest.
If tho Gaitskell cliquo got away with this thors will bo further attompts to stifle
discuszion at all lovels in tho Labcur Party.

INDIAS POSITIVE MAUTRALISI.

The attack by India upon the Portugese colonies on ths Indian sub-cont—
inont is notoworthy first of all because of tho chango in tho rolationship of world
forcos it indicatos, Podoy it is tho former colenial countrics who attack tho
imperialists. In a vory distortod way this is part of the world-wide colonial
rovolution and it is for this roason that the press of the imperialist nations
howls against 'India's aggrossion! = tho sano press which is almost silont about
the monstrous massacre of Africans dn tho Portugese colony of ingolas, '"hilst not
in any way being foolod by tho hypoerisy of the capitalist pross, 1t is nocassary
to examine tho roasons for tho attock by Indin.

When Nechru was questiogdat an adirport about tho rossons for Indiats
action, he said that it was forcod upon thom, tho altornative was for anarchists
to toko over in Goa, Slsowhore in this bullsotin wo have roproduced the statemont
by the Goa League. The ultimatum it roports, translated inte Nohru's language, was
that unless tho Indian Govornment sont in forces tho 'enarchists' would liberate
Goa thomsclvos., This is somuthing the Indian Govornmont could not afford. Mo
bourgeois government can allow the indopondent action of tho masses thomselves
without running tho risk that its own authority will be undormincd. No doubt many
consider.tions influcncod the Indian Government whon taking its action - Goa's
mincral deposits, rupercussions had she lot the Portugese cgptinuo to porsecute
the Goans and many more.- but fundamental is that of foar of Indian masscs going into
action,
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Lodidt s PUBS1TIVE NUUTrallsn conbtirnued.

The aoffoir is instructional,too, to thosc who have thoup'it of Indin
as o model of positive ncutralism and example to the world at large, In its way
the Goan business illustratos the class nature of the Indian stxte. The Indian
state is an instrument of the rule of capitalism in India, its policies arc those
wlich by and largo the most for-sceing capitalist politicians consider nccessary
for the preservation of capitalism in India. Poaceful in tha United Nations,
warlike in Goa, tlhreatoning a military sclution when the Chinese bring the revo- qﬁ
lution to India's backdoor by carrying out the land reform in Tibot - all these X
facets of India's policy can only be understood from this point of viow.

P.J. 24/12/61

< 'PUACE CONFERENCE' IS IZELD IN NOTTINGILUL by a delegatoe.

There occurced on Wodnesday the 13th December a peaco confercnee, the
proecise significance of which escapos this journal's reporter. Convened by the
Trades Council of Nottingham with John Horner, Secretary of the Fires Brigados
Union, as tho star attraction, the procedings cccasionally bord Egd on pure
farce. John Hornor was not thore, Commander dgar Young was and Somewhat bermsod

delegatos wero troated to 45 minutos of pro-soviet apologic. Delegates who,
50 megaton tosts apart, wore not unfriondly to Russia or China reacted restlessly,
dventually for ten minutos the mecting bocame o conferonce and ColeDey Committaeo
of 100 and trade unionists discussod the possibility of common action. The
Trades Council had succcodod - they had brought together those clements in Notting— .
ham most relevant for peacc nd the .clemonts wero fusing, .t this point ( 9 oteclock)
amid expressions of astonishment, the chalfman Litnel Jacobs closed the meoting.
dxplamations? The Tandes Council was a most jealous body which would rosent o
conforenco (convened by itsolf) taking docisions outside its scope. Farce orT
tragody? I suppose it depends how seriously you toko the prevention of war.

HOLTI NOTTINGHAM L.BOUX PARTY DISCUSSLS INITGLLTION

At o mosting of tho North Nottingham Labour Party held Thursday the
2lst of December, Dick Skyers of the Afro isian West Indian Union spoke on the
Question” immigration. IHe pointed out the hardships and humiliations that coloured
irmigrants suffer after having been forced to leave tho country of their origin
becausc of the terriblc economic and social ccnditions, brought about by the
vicious expldtation of the reople by British and American imperiglism. Ile outlimd
ot longth the attitude of rocialists like Cyril Osbourne and the support given
to them by the Tory Government and tho capitalist press with the aim of trying to
confuse the working class of Dritain as to the real reasons for unemployment and
the bad housing conditionse Il went on to say that this was boing done to erente
as much division as possibls among the working o¢lags in order to strenisthen
cxploitation of all workors, white mnd black, Ieo said finally that poople in the
labour movement should always try to give 2 socialist answor to the racialist and
tory propaganda othorwise the job of countering this propaganda would be ineffect-
ives For all these reasons the lobour movement should reject tho Tory Immigration
Bill,

after numorous questions the noeting condormed racial discrimination
ond pledged itself to work morc actively amongst colourcd people in the factorios,
otce. and in particular to explain rore about the trale union movement and to
impress upgg 1¢ nocessity o $0INING the unions and toking an active part. Thore
was considerable discussion too on the need for cconcmic deovelopment of the colonios
and it w2s pointed out thot this would be the rosponsibility of the next labour
government. It was agreed that Private ontorprise would never provide for the
cconomic deovelopment of those countries, The members at the meeting were well
aware of the role of Arerican imperialism in the Wost Indics, The %hairman pladzed
himself to raise the quest.on in the Trades Council and et them to “fctive on the
prroblems The mesting which was attended by some 20 odd pecple was throughout
sympathetic to tho point of view put forwnrd by Dick Skyers in his statonent,

S0LLS NOTHS ADOUT T DULLTETIN

4 horrible clanger was dropped in the last bulletin whon it was numbered
3 instead of 4. Ve understond that M.I. 5 is to send a complaint to the editor
because it has mucked up their files. .nyway for those who koep files the issue
starting 'Right launches attack on demoCracyesessss' should be numbored four,

Some comrades have said that they did not recoive No. 3 (starting Comm~—
i¥boo iof 100,450 eiea? 3t aproars that a botch must have gone astray in tho Xmas
rusiy please write in if you didn't et No. 3,we have some loft,

This issuc is only four Pages because of the Xmas holidays., Wo will
rosume 6 pages with the noxt issue. llowever, we are making up with a supplemont of
the first two papos of a sunmary of 'The Poriianont Revolution! written by Trotsky
This will be completed as = supplement to the next issuoc,
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The following items have bion oxtraeted from I.¢.F.T.U. Press and
adio Sorvice Dulletin,

Partial victory of Dasquo workors.

Significant victorics have beon won by Dasque workors in a strike
action although striking is punished as 'military robollion! by the Franco
dictatorships. The labour conflict in the state-owned railway rolling stock
factory at Deasain in the Basque province of Guipuzcoa, whoro about 3,000 workors
hold a sit-down strike sarly in Decomber, is on tho way to being sottled outside
tho state-controlled trade union crganisations. A4 provisional ajrcoment has been
reached betweon factory mamgers and a workors! delogation with tho approval of
the Provincial Govornor. Ponding a final solution, tho managoment promised to
accopt the workors' demands for a wage incroasce

The workors in somo factorios in Villafranca do Oris also returnod
to work after the managements agrecd to a provisional pay risc. 4 similar agroo-
mont has been mads by tho manazoment of the Orbogozo factory at Sumarraga, whero
workors also gave warning that thoy would strike if thoir wages woere not inecroased,

Despite the provisional sottlement of this disputs, the workers continue
to boycott sporting events, cinomas and cafes until final arrangoments arc made,

about 1,000 workers of a machino-tool factory in Irun; near tho Fronch
border, also docided to boycott cafes, cinomas and sports as a first warning that

they will go on strike if the managamont does not agroe to a gonor:l wage incroase.

Growing tension in Asturias province.

According to reports from tho asturias, important centre for the
mining and metal industry in Northern Spain, tho discontent of tho workers is
stoadily growing as the miners have had thoir wages cut - in some cases by as
much as 40 per cent - since the application of tho Governmental cconomic 'stabil-
isation" plan in 1959, aAlthough the authoritios koep repeating that the economic
situation has definitoly improved, the workers are still having to bear the full
cffocts of an economic plan which has bonefittod only the omployers. The metal-
workors of La Felguora plant in Gijon and in the Aviles factory are showing
incrcased dissatisfaction with wages, espoeclially sinco the metalworkers cmployed
in the .ltos llornos plant in Bilbaoc won somo wagoe incroascs and bonuses by doter—
mincd industrial action. Despite thce fact that tho Government has seont strong
police units to tho aroa, it scems that it is Loping for results by persuasion
and will not use force in the carly stage, in ordor to provent disputes breaking
cut simuiltaneously in many places in the Asturias.

Campaign in Spanish state railwoys,

Over 2,500 cmplojees of tho Spenish stato railways have sont lettors
and telegrams to Goneral Franco, protesting agninst tho recent docision of the
Minister of Labour to cancel theo regrading of railwaymcn. The regrading, which
had been a long=standing domand of tho workers, had been proviously approved by the
labour courts of Darcolona and Irun, The state-run transport workers! trade union,
howover, refusod to support the workors in their postal campaign, thus proving
once moro that the Spanish trade unions are not trade unions at all and not pPro—
pared to defend the workers interests,.

Journalist versus the authorities

Cesar del dArco, chief cditor of tho Soville edition of 'Pueblo!, paper
of the Spanish state~run trade unions, was arrestod for having published - despite
a ban by the censcrship — an articlo brotesting against the failure of the author—
itics to take meoasures to provent floods in Seville., LAfter two days he was rcleased
but fined 12,500 pesctas (274).

LOYCOTTING SOUTH AFRICAN GOODS ~ KHUUSHCHOY STYLE

Whilst the Communist Party of this country supports the call to boycott
South Lfpican goods, their Russian comtorparts have just set a vory bad example.
They have just renoewed, this time for an indefinite period, that is,until furthor
notice, an agroemont whoreby the all tho diamonds llussia exports arc markottod by
the South African diamond corporation De Becrs. A scerocy clause provents the world
from knowing how moncy is involved, but last yeor when the agreement was first made,
the Hconomist estimated that over £5 mil1¥Shs"ns involved. The diamonds will, no
doubt,help to pay for the south African orangos which have besn noticed on all
Russian ships taking holiday-mokers to Lussia.



LREDELLION IN GOL.

The following statomcnt issued by the Goa League (London Branch) is
dated 13/12/61 and was issucd bofore the Indian Govornmont's invasion of Goa.
It was sont to us for our information and is comicnted upon clsewhere in tho
Bulletin,.

"Soven thousand minors arc on strike; and tho manganeso and iron ore
mines are at a stadstill., Sovoral minocrs who have managed to escapoe into India
describod the chaotic conditions insido Goa.

" Goan civil and military porsonnel arc abandoning their posts. Thoy
arc throatendod with arrcst and doath undar the now omergency powors. 411 Goan
personnel is undor police survcyanco.

"Soveral Portugese police posts have beon attacked by Goan fighters
within the last six days. Several bridgos have beon blown up.

"On Decembor 8th tho pocple of threo villages near Polom in Southern
Goa stonod tho house of tho regcdor (Parish authority) and hoistod the Indian
flag. On the following day they wore "ovacuatod' by Portugesc troops. It is not
known how many poople wore killed during the "evacuation" or to whore they have
boon taken, Thros cther villages = Surla, Tiraco and Rewan, in difforont parts
of Goa = have also rcbolled against Portugese authority.

"The Portugose have ovacuated tho familios of their .urcpean troops.
Thoy have also takon away art troasurcs frow the musoum of Pangim and historical
rocords to Portugal,

"The Goan Political Convontion, the united front of all Goan organ—
isations inside and outsido Portugal, scnt an ultimatum to the Government of
India that unless it ordored troops to entor Goa to assist tho nationalists thero
within a wock, it would itself scnd 5,000 Goan voluntecrs to do so,” It has drawn
the attention of the Government of India to tho terrible massacrc that weuld ensuc
and for which it would be rosponsiblo, Routors erroncously reportod that this
ultimatum came from India's oppodtion parties and that the Goan Political Conven—
ticn was a Communist body. Vhon the Goa Loaguo pointed out thesec errors, Routers
corrcctod thoir reoport as abovel"

cAGSHTINE STRIEG VIGTORY

After o 42 day strike, the Argentinian railway-workers'! unions -
Union Ferroviaria and La Fraternidad - have mergod  vietoriocus. The strike
ended on 10th December and the result meets a large part of the workers' claims,
The new ogreement provides n 20 per cent wange increasc and a monthly indemnity
bonus of 1,000 pesos per worker. All those arrcsted during the strikes are to bo
released at once and a now railway board, which will include two workers'! repren—
tatives, is tc be set up within 30 days,

The strike was originally called to protest against the massive
retrenchmont proposed by the Argontine Govornment in the reorganisation of the
railways. As the strike developed the Government submitted the strikers to
increasing proessurc, but thoy werc supportod notionally and internationally by
the workers' movement, The irgentinian Federation of Labour came out on a throe-
doy general strike and the Argentinion aritime Union throatened to refurc to sail
Argontine ships.

The largely victorious cutcomc of the striko, despite the weakness of
sections of the Trade Union loadorship, shows the truomendous combattivity of the
Argentine working class. The prescnt ruling clique in the Argentine have been

hwarted once again by the working class in thoir attempt to solve the probloms
of the Argentinc cconomy at the expense of tho working pecople.

PURLICATIONS R@EEIVEQ

Several periodicals have arrived since the last bulletin, namely,
Young Socialist (1/6), journal of the Ceylon section of tho Fourth International;
Intornational Socialism (2/6), Winter 1961, No., 73 Now Loft Review, Nov/Dec, 1961,
No. 12 (3/6) and Workers World (3d), an .imerican liarxist papeT  Dec. 8th issuec,
We have also received a Quentity of "farxist theorics on Imperialism and their
bourgeious critics" by .is Gormain., This has boon duplicated by our comrades in
Lustralia and costs 1/3.,



