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CASTRO'S SPLECH ON BUREAUCRACY

We produce herewith extracts from Fidel Castro's speech attacking
bureaucratic developments in Cuba together with some of the commentary made by
our Australian comrades in their journal Internaticnzl (May 15th),

On: March 26th, Castrc launched an attack on bureaucratic developments
in the Integrated Revolutionary Organisations, a fusion of the July 26th Movement,
the Popular Socialist Party (C.P.), and the Revolutionary Directorate. This
speech has especial significance in sounding an urgent warning against one of the
greatesy dangers which can overtake a rovolutionary leadership after the conguest
of power. Castro refers to "a saying of Lenin, that the attitude, that is the
seriousness of purpose, of a revolutionary party is measured basically by the att—
itude it takes towards its own errom ™

In his speech, Castro shows how easily a revolutionary leadership can’
fall into the fatal error of sectarianism, of condemning and displacing all who
cannot claim 'a long record of Marxist militancy.'" He shows how the people were
converted into a vast revolutionary concourse of soldiers, members of the militia,
fighting men and women, and how these revolutionary masses then sought methods of
consolidating their initial victory over the reactionary forces of Cuban capitalism,
But the methods applied werc those applicable to entirely different conditions and
"we turned certain mpthods into a system and fell into a frightful sectarianism."
"But were we really forming a true Marxist party?" he asked. "Were we roally con-
structing a true vanguard of the working class? Were we really integrating the
revolutionary forces? We werc not integrating the revolutionary forces. We were
not organising a party. We weorc organising a straitjacket, a yoke, compancros.

Weo wore not furthering a froe association of revolutionists, rather we werg form—
ing an army of tamed and submissive Tovolutionists." sceescoss

"We belicve that Anibal IEscalante's actions in these matters were not
the product of oversight nor that they were unconscious, but rather that they were
deliberate and conscious..s....He was creating conditions and giving instructions
which tended to convert that apparatus, not into the apparatus of the workers!
vanguard, but rather into a nest of privilage, into one which tolerated favour—
itism, into a system of immunities-and favours." After attacking the cult of the
individual Castro continued, "We waged a war, we led it; we won it, and there are
no general's stars on our shouldors and no medals hang from our chests. And the
first law which we proposed when we assumed governmental power prohibited the
crecetian of statues — these problems related to the eult of the personality were
not discussed as much as they arc now — but out of deep conviction we proposed p
prohibiting the ercction of statucs of living persons, the naming of strects after

living persons and, what is more, that the placing of our portraits in the Govern—
mont offices be prohibited by law...™

Castro then showed how the gencral secrotary of the P.S.P. (C.P.) in
overy province, in every municipality, in every nucleus was made the gencral sce—
rotary of the Integrated Revolutionary Organisation for cach area, a procedure for
which C,P. loader Anibal Escalante was held responsible. This was the scctarianism
which Castro attacked, particularly because it isolated the leadership from the
masses. '"To isolate oneself from the masscs whon one is in power - that is madness
It is another matter to be isolated by the ruling classes; by the exploiters, when
the latifundistas (groat landovmers) and the imperialists ¢ in powers but to be
divorced from the masses when the workors, tho campasinog, Fho working class is im
power, is a crime, Then scctarianism becomes counter-revolutionary because it
weokens and harms the revolution.

"oeeuoh Marxist-Leninist party, which is the vanguard of the working

class, is anassociation of freec rovelutionists, wherein all the revelutionists
follow a policy based on methods and principles. a policy which offecrs equal guar—

cntces to all, to whoover works, tc whocver fulfills his responsibiligies, A policy
which offdrs guorantces to all against injustice, against abusc of powor, against
discrimination, against mistreatment, so that all ; jy feel they arc ocqually guar—
enteed, the now as well as the old. If we do the sane on all levels it will
strengthen us, it will moke our rovolution morc powerful, It will makec tho people's
foith in the rovolutionary leadership firmor, It will moke the foith of all rovol—
utionists of the world in us greater, It will moke the faith of all revolutionary
organisations of Latin America in tho Cuban rovolution groater. VWhy? Because the

fact that we know how to make corrections will give the Cuban rovolution prostige.™



THE ANTI-NUCLEAR WEAPONS STRUGGLE IN AUSTRALIA from Labor Forward y
Zeep the Bomb out of hustralia - Let Labour lead the struggle. i

L

The continuing silence of the A.L.P. Pederal Caucus on. the Menzies
Government's announcement that, under circumstances judged suitable by themsslves
they will open Australian territory for the establishment of American nuclear ba
bases is permitting the capitalists to commit Australia to possible nuclear destr—
uction. In the last issue of Labor Torward we pointed out the growing dissatisf-
nction of the Japanese at the presence oF bases in their country. e noticed
that othor countries justifiably objected 1o being made inevitable targets in the
case of war. We pointed out that faced with growing hostility, the U.S. would
look around for safer bases, where they nad political stooges ond the masses were
less aroused to the danger of the bases. We thought that Australia would measure
favourably in the U.3. war preporations. Less than a week later Sir Garfield
Barwick confirmed the truth of what we said.

The deciding factor for the United States will be whether or not the
Australien people can be considered reliable, that is, if we will acquiesce
without protest to being shoved in the front lines, ready to commit nuclear
suicide. That three sections of a Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament have been
recently set up (Melbourne, Sydney, and University of Sydney) would indicate that
gome public support has already been mobilised to keep nuclear bases out of
Australia.

The argument that Disarmament movements in Japan ond England have
achieved their success because of already existing n lear bases, and that the
bases will have to be established in Australia beforc public is provoked, under—
estimates significant developments in both Australian and world public opinion.
The possibility of senseless annihilation, the danger of continued muclenr testing
is realised by more and more people. Disarmament movements have recently begun
to grow in many countries (including the U.S. itself).

The chances for immediate success in Australia, are greater at present
than most countries: we don't have to get rid of nuclear weapons, just keep them
out. The Sydnoy C.N.D. has adopted threc aims. These are limited only to Austr—
alia, and are limitod enpugh to appeal to people regardless of political convict—
ion. OC.N.D. defines its purpose as to press the Federal Government to adopt the
following aimss

(1) Australia will refuse to posses manufacture or use nuclear weaponsj

(2) Australia will refuse its territory for the use by other nations
as nuclear bases;

(3) Australia will refuse, also, the use of Australiar—administered
territory for nuclear tests or nuclear bases, and withhold assistance
or approval of any nuclear tests anywhere.

That the Liberal Government will never accept this poliey is accepted
by the C.N.D. who believe that if a large cnough group of Australian people accept
this policy, Australia would not be considered reliable in American eyes, =2nd
micloar weapons would not be brought into the country.

Labor should place itself at the head of this movement, and take up
the fight for Australia's freedom from that kind of 'protection' that the reacti-
onary U.S. extends to all its nuclear bases: internal interference and completo
domination of external policy, committing us without qualification to full part—
icipation in thec capitalist cold war, and to share the fate of the U.S. in the
ovent of war. Should this be permitted to happen the fate of the Australian
Lobor movement is clear. The A.L.P. rust protoct the people from the possibility
of nuclear destruction and must protoct Australia from complete American domination.

~ Any rofusal by the A.L.P. to placo itsclf at tho hoad of the struggle
nay well mean that the development will take place outside it. In other countries
whore political leaders have sought to placate capitalist foars in advence by
ignoring disarmoment movements among the masses, they have not prevented these
disarmamont novements growing, ond have not evon kept them out of their own parties. .

N.B. Labor Forward is a left wing Australian Labor Party Jjournal.

AFRO ASIAN SOCTALIST REVISW NUMBIR TTO REPRINT

Becouse of the success of this journal and the virtual selling out of
the first printing, a second printing of several hundrod has been nccessary. The
journal croated an impact (Jagan obliquely referred to it at a large publie meoting,
the Cuban Embassy ordered 15 copies to sond to Cuba yote.) in wide circles.




ITALIAN COMITUNIST PARTY LZADIRS DIBAT.: TROTIKY (from I.S. Information Bulletin)

An Itnlian edition of Trotsky's writings 1926-36 hos recently been
published, Its publication gave rise to well attended public debates in Rome and
17ilan, At the Rome debate (covered by Italian Radio and Television - RAI-TV) the
proceedings were opened by Livio Maitan, secretary of the Fourth International.

The next speaker, Raniero Paonzieri, a leading member of the Italian
(Nenni) Socialist Party, vigourously criticised bureaucrcatic leadership. It is
thanks to Trotsky, he said, that thers has been no discontinuity in larxist thought
between the death of Lenin and our time. He insisted that Trotsky's writings be
re~-integrated in the common heritage of the workers' nmovement, and that serious
study be made of tha:.

This demana was then supported by Lucioc Colletti, a lecturer at the
central school of the Italion Comrmunist Party, who declared that reading these
works of Trotsky had been a revelation for him. He found there, he said, the most
penetrating analysis ever made of fascism and of the toctics needed to defeat it,
by the big workers' organisations and by the German Corrmnist Party in particular,.
He aslo paid tribute to Trotsky's analysis of the develcopment of the colonial
revolution today. The lively discussion which followed included a contribution
by one of the editors of the C.P. daily "Unita". The speeches of llaitin and
Ponzieri were later broadcast by RATI.

During March in llilany, a club of left=wing intellectuals organised a
discussion, under the title "Trotsky as a theoretician and politicicn.," Maitin
agein spoke, os did Lucio Magri, nember of the Lombardy Region executive of the
Corrmunist Partye.

The debate was on 1a high theoretical and political level; there was
no attempt to distort the political position of Trotsky or of the Fourth Intern—
ational, For the first time in nany years, the recal ideas of Trotsky and the
Fourth Internotional were discussed in Cpmrunist Porty circles,

The most debated themes were those of the positions of Lenin and Trotsky
in 1905, the theory of Permanent Revolution, and the theory of Socialism in One
Country. On these points decided differences emerged, with Lucio lMagri denying
the validity of Trotskyist positions as far as the more advanced countries are
concerned, whereas Livio Maitin affirmed their wvolidity in the advaonced countries.

Press reviews of the book included the following from "Paesa Sera",
evening daily of the Cormunist Party (April 1lst)s

"esoessThey are works of combat, we might say, which were written in
the heatiof the struggle, so to speak, for journals and reviews, in order to give
o lead to the workers' movement.

"Phis is the first time that these writings have appecred in the
Italion language, and it was stated last night thoat they complete and moke nore
precise the thought of Trotsky as already known through his main works., In part-
icular, hoving been written at special moments in the history of the political
strug le, they give the lie to the traditional conception of a Trotsky who, as
a2an ond theoretician, was attoched to certain fixed thenmes, certain ideal aspira-
tions, but; was incapable of giving concrete answers on the politiczal level,
Trotsky would not be, then, simply the man of great historical intuitions, but
also a toctician, with a profound knowledge of econonic questions. With his ideas
connected with the theory of the permanent revolution, he would have comprehemed
in a clear-sighted manner the enomus possibilities which opened up for the
Juropean proletarint and for certain countries in particular (France, Gernany,
Spain) once seen in connection with the perspectives of economic development
existing in the Soviet Unionse."

The reviewer in "La Gazetta del Popolo" (lMarch 30) wrotes

Mo esssTrotsky never deceived himself on the peril from fascism: the
followers of Stalin, on the contrary, undaestimated the German crisis, and instead
of moking common couse against the imminent dictatorship, they ferociously attaclked
the Social-DemocratSssss

"Trotsky's figure henceforth belongs to history. Over 20 years have
passed since his tragic death, and the ripening of events has turned out to give
yet again a clear confirmation of the correctness of his predictions. The histo=
rical stature of Leon Trotsky will henceforth be recognised by ally but few indeed
arc those who have tcken up again the thoyghts or studied the work of his bitter
years, his years (after 1930) of exile...."

In "I1 Giornmo" (liarch 28th): ".....Neither in the USSR today, nor offi—
cially on the part of the Western Corrmunist Parties, is there any intention of
proceeding to an objective revaluation of Trotsky., At bottom, the reason for this
ottitude is the one Livio lMaitin combats energetically in his presentation to the
publicof his transloation of o collection of Trotsky's work, Trotsky, it is said,,
at certain times was indeed right as a critic and oppositionist. But, in substancey
events have justified Stalinism...laitin (who is the most coherent and active pro—
pogandist for Trotskyism in Italy) vigorously attacks this manner of recsoning. ..

It is worth noting that the Coruwnist Party review, "Rinascita", includes
the book in its list of new publications, and thot it is on sale on the Italian
Commmnist Party bookshopse



IDVES TO LAUNCH NIW TRADZ UNION' AND SOCIALIST N.SPAPER

We reproduce here for the comrades' information circulars announcing‘\~
noves to start a new trade union and socinlist newspaper:

TRADE UNION. AND SOCIALIST NIWSPAPER
Will you please read the enclosed draft of a letter which is to be
printed and circulated to all Trade Union branches ond Labour Party constituencies.

Vith your personal support I am certain we con establish a genuine
Sociclist and Trade Union popers

Considerable ground work has already been done. It is intended to
hold o conference in. London at an early dote to consider the whole venture. The
nain weokness in our Party is the lack of unity of the progressive forcess this
poper can help remedy that. It will be nade clear that all Persons who sign as
sponsors do so in their personal capacity.

The Lditorial Board will be cormposed of Labour Party members and they
will be responsible for the paper.

: There will be a conference of supporters at least once o year, to
consider the paper in all its aspects.

I trust you will lend your support to this effort by signing your nare
on the attached statenent.
Yours sincerely,
LZRNIE ROBERTS
Statenent:
Meny grave questions are facing trade unionists and socinlists in
Britain:

(1) The Nuclear Bomb. N.A.T.0, or Unilateralism? The Western Alliance
or neutraljgn? What do we think about Polaris and Germnan bases in Britain? Vhat
action should we tcke mgninst Nuclear Testing by any nation? What is the Cold Var
2ll about?

(2) How do we defeat the Poy Pouse? What will the Cormon larket rean
for Britain? Is colonialisnm dead ond anywoay does it affect our lives? Do we
object to coloured immigrants?

(3) What rust we do to ensure a Labour victory ot the next General
dlection? How can the najority of the Labour Party compel the leadership to carry
out Annucl Confercnce decisions? That is the correct democratic relationship
between the Annual Conference, the National DIxecutive Cornittee and the Parlionen-~
tary Labour Party?

THESE ARZ JUST A FEW OF THZ ISSUJS WHICH CRY OUT FOR AN ANSWIR

In order to get clarity of opinion and unity in action it is necessary
for the progressive people in the Trade Unions and Labour Party to exchange their
vicws. The best vehicle for this is a Trode Union and Socialist newspaper. We
intend to start with nmonthly publications

There are, it is true, other progressive newspaperss why do'¥eel a now
one is necessory? It is because none of the existing publications cater especially
for trade unionists and this gop st be filled.

We who, in our personal copacities, sponsor the appeal, urge all
workers in factories, docks, nines, depots, shops, offices, farns, hospitals and
colleges, to support this trade Union and Socialist newspaper.

To provide a genuine democratic basis, we intend to convene a confer—
cnce in Londopn soon, to consider this venture,

(the statenent ends With an appeal to send in one's name and address
to state what support one would give)

The prelininary list of Sponsom econsists of

Pronk Alluaon, IL.P. (N.U.J.); B.W. Briginshaw (Gen. Sec. N.A.T.S5.0.P.A. ) Percy
Belcher {Gen. Sec. Tobaceco Vorkers Union) ; Horold Davies, M.P.3 Bob Jdwords, M.P.
(Gens Sec. Chemical Workers Union); Huch Jonkins (Equity) ; Russell Kerr (4.8,8.8.0,)
Welter Kendoll (U,S.D.A.Tl.); R. Kelly, M.P. (N.U.M.); Ien Likardo (Ae8.S.E.T,) 3

Don Pullen (A.S.L.E.F.); W. Monslow (A.S.L.E.F.); Ernie Roberts, (A.32.U.);

A.C. Torode (Signwriters union)j; R. Trench (N U.R.)



/ STATEMENT BY YOUNG GUARD EDITORIAL BOARD TO NATIONAL EXZCUTIVE COIMITTREE
i ; PROPOSED INQUIRY

(1) Young Guard is a monthly paper produced exclusively by Young
Socialists for Young Socialists and for youth at present outside the Party. Our
circulation has risen steadily since the first issue of September 1961 and is
now 3,000 per month.

(2) As is clear from the contents of the paper and from its programme
it reflects editorially on major policy questions the decisions of the Young
Socialists! own annual conference.

(3) It advocates these policies for adoption and implementaticn. by the
Party as a whole,

(4) On a whole range of questions not covered by the policies of the
Young Socialists those who support and write in Young Guard take differing and
contrasted points of view.

(5) Young Guard is not in any way a 'pressure group' within the
Young Socialists. Ve reoceive support from comrades with widely varying political
crphasis such as Unilateralisty Christian Socialists, Marxistsy, and members of
V.F.S. and N.L.R.. There has also becen wide support for the Paper inside NALSO.

(6) Tho only organisational existence in concerned with the production
of the paper. Open and democratic rcaders! meetings are advertised and held to
discuss the paper's contents and to elect a National Editorial Board quarterly.
This group in turn clects a Working Bditorial Board which is concernced with the
ronth to month publication. of the paper. All involved work on a voluntary basis.

(7) The finance of the running of Young Guard is collected only fron
ro aders of the paper as sales money or contributions. This can be verified by
accounts and balance shoets available for inspection. We emphasize that we
roeeive no financial assistance whatsoevor from any outside source.

(3) It has never been allegod that Young Guard has any connections
with any proseribed bodies,

(9) The aim of the paper is to build tho Young Socialists as a power—
ful force for socialism and to convince the Party of the vital noed to adopt the
sort of socialist programme we have campaigned for, but above all to work for
the return of a Labour Government.

As members of the Young Socialists and as members of their constitucncy
partioes, Young Guard supporters work for tho Party on the basis of its Proscnt
policies. They do, of course, within the Party campaign for the adoption of the
sort of Socialist policies which are supported by the Young Socialistse

We know of no organisational or cons .titutional roason for possible
proscription. Nor has any at any time beon intimated to us. Wo thorcefore can
only assumc that the motives behind the proposed proscription arc completely
politicale

We believe that any clamp down on tho rights of Young Socialists to
produce and rcad their own papors, whatover idoas they propagate, would be
disastrous to the morsle and healthy devclopmeont of the moveriont. We beliove
that such development is essential in tho intercsts of the Party if it is to
attract the support of the youth, as votcrs and Party workers. Because of its
advocacy of militant Young Socialist policics, Young Guard has beon receiving
growing and cnthusiastic support from all scctions of the Young Socialists in
overy part of tho country.

Until the official Young Socialist paper Now Advance is run by Young
Socialists and expresses the policics of the Young SEEEETEE?E—ﬁb foel that thoere
is a vital need for a paper liko Young Guard.

If our Party is to rcmain democratic and is to cncourage and stirmlate
discussion on policy and the horizons of tomorrow, there is also a ncod for tho
Party to pernmit the existenco of Papers like Young Guard.

JUNE TSSUE 'YOUNG GUARD' AVAILABLE

Tho latost issuc of Young Guard gives, of course, a good deal of space
to the question. of democracy in the Young Socialist movorient. Indood tho nmain
lead is on the quostion of the proscription of Kcop Loft, standing unconditionally
in definee of the paper against tho right wing attack. Othor articles covoer the
Young Socialist Annual Conforenco, the nurscs wege claim, fascisn, approntices,
aldermaston, cte. Regional roports fron Scotland; North Region and South Rogion
give sone interesting information. Thore is a Page of letters, including ong
from a conradce in Scotland who was rocontly scntenced to 30 days for toking part
in a sit down, This comrade was givon his notice from Rolls Royeo (Hillington)
but this resulted in a sorics of lightoning strikes and it locks as though Lo
will be ro-cngaged. The comrade who wrote the article in faoscism, reportoed that
he had been !'sentenced to death! by onc of the nost oxtrome fascist groups — the
British National Party. No doubt with thc rccont publicity that Young Guard has
rocoived there will be a ready narket, indeod, rcports so far indicatc that the
Paper is selling more rcadily than ever beforc.
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FIVE AND 4 HALF PER CENT INCREASE IN COST OF LIVING INDEX IN ONE YIAR

In the last twelve months, that is fronm April 1961 to Aprll 1962, the
cogt of living index has risen as much as it did .in the previous 3— years. At ai
a time when the Government is trying to impose a 'guiding light' of a 21% incroase
in wages per yecar, and what is more actually imposing this upon thoso weakly
orgonised scctions of the workors who have the misfortune to be Government crmplo—
yecosy, this amounts to an atterpt to impose a sharp deecrease in the standard of
living, Details are to hand of the incroase in the figurcs for April. They show
that the inercasc was almost entircely in food and housing which means that the

actual incrcase for a working class houschold would be greater because
these two items account for more oxpenditurc in the working class budget than
other scctions.

Food, which in liarch stood at 101, (all figures January 1962 ecquals
100) went up 304 l. The main factor was the increase in the average prices of
potatoes, tomatoes, and other fresh vegatables, and smaller inerocascs in the
average prices of mutton, lamb and fish. In addition, flour,bread, cercals,
biscuits and cakes went up 2 peints as compared with Januery. In the casc of
housing which went up from 100 to 103.3, thec prineipal recason was the incroasc
in rates. In addition there wore also rises in the average levels of rents of
pPrivately owned and local authority dwellings let unfurnished. Some idea of how
the index very often masks rcal incrcascs in the cost of living is shown by the
fact that the index for transport and vchicles romained at 100 dospite inercases
in fares. This was becausc thore was o decreasc in the avernge cost of socond-hand
cars,

It will be noted t%gt none of the factors making for the incrcascs
during April were directly due wage incrcasas — the incrcasc in food Pricos bolnr
duc to 'scarcity' and the rate incrcascs boing larg goly as the result of the cost
of borrowing., Nor can the blarc be put on import costs as the following figurcs
shows

Indeox figure Food, Beverages Basic Fucls Tamafactures  All
and Tobacco Materials iteons

April, 1961 96 95 97 108 98

April, 1962 96 92 96 105 96

2ll figures 1954 cauals 100,

PRODUCTION SLUMPS IN NORTHEZRN IRELAND

One of the charactcristics of c¢apitalism in deoclino is that along
with all its othor contradictions oven in the rost advanced capitalist countrics
therce arc 'backward' rogions. In thoso arcas capitalism is incapable of solving
the bafic cconomic problemsj unemploymoent is high, productivity relatively low,
and 5886181 and political doveloprient rotarded. DEven the nighty United States has
its 'deop South', Italy has its South, and Britain has Scotland, Wales and Ircland.
In cgnstructlng a transitional prograrme; marxists have to pay attontion to thesc
speeific cconomic problemses e shall reproduce frori time to time information on
these problems. Hercwith sonme data on the presont situation in Northorn Iroland.

The provisional index of industrial production for Northern Ireland for
liarch 1962, prepored by the lfinistry of Conmicrco, is 114. (1954 oquals 100) This
is two points lower than the index for Fcbru_ry 1962 and four pointe lower thon
that for Ilarch 1961 (oven though this included l Frlday) The index nunbers
for the nain industrial groups in lMarch 1962_w1 th? gneroase oy docreoasc om

‘lloreh 1961 shown .in bruckots aros Toxtiles ‘113 {=5); Clothing 115 (-14); Engine—

ering ond hotals ,20L; (h8)°‘Food < ﬁﬁk and tobaccb 123 (=7) 3 Tinber and furniture
108 (=9) ; @ther nanufodturing iHdn huﬁ 13 ‘( 1); Construction 104 (plus 5);
Gas, clectricity and water 145 (plus 14).

DLNKRUPTCIES UP TWENTY FIVE P3ER CENT IN 1961

The Anmmual Report of the Board of Trade for 1961 on Bankruptcics, otc.
shows that in 1961 the number of recciving orders and administration orders in
England and Walcs was 3,521 an incrcasc of 720 over 1960. The principal groups
of trades and occupations affected wore builders, rctailers of hardwarc and clec—
trical goods, road haulage contractors, rotail grocers, farmers, rotailers of
notor wvehicles and cycles, and dircctors and promoters of companicsi these seven
groups accountod for 1,457 failurcs, Discharges were down (from 568 to 522) and
prosceutions up (from 134 to 163). The worscning of these figurcs is a goncral
rcflection of the CGovernmont!s cconomic policjes (c.ge the credit squeeze) and
o tightening up generally of cecnomic conditions.



