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fl FRAGILE VICTORY

byA. UDRY & C MICHALOUX

The Portuguese presidential elections ended in the vic-
tary of Chief of Staff Ramalho Eanes. The man whe pro-
claimed ot his last meeting in Lisbon, "It is necessary
thot everyone go o work, even those whe sit around in
coffes houses or pour gasoline in the streets dreaming
of revolutions that hove nothing to do with ours, for
ours must be rekindled with work " received 61,54 per-
cent of the vote. The coalition of parties that supported
him had won 74.91 percent of the vote in the legislative
elections of April 1976, A semi-presidential regime has
now been set up. Its strangth and stability will have e
be gouged in coming manths,

One of the themes that dominated the campaign of Eanes
= the candidate of the PPD, CDS, and 5P" — was the
“struggle ogoimst the economic crisis, " which is another
way of soying the attack on the gains mode by the work-
ers since April 1974 and March 1975, Eanes, the com-
mander of the military MNavember 25, put himself for-
ward as the leoder of o social Movember 25, a Novem-
ber 25 that would enable the bourgeoisie to restore
profits and boost the accumulation of capital .

The decline in production in economic secters that play
o pace-setting role in Portuguese capitalism has been
very great since the middle of the 1960s. The figures
for 1975 have just oppeacred (in June 1978), They pro=
vide a picture of a situation that further deteriorated
during the first half of 1978, For example, the sector
of "civil construetion, " hard hit by the crisis of tourism
and the fall of infrostructural industrial Investment, de-
clined 12 percent in 1975 compared with 1974, Produc-
tion in basic metals fell 18,5 percant; the decline was
12.7 percent in mechanics and tronsport material and
21.2 percent in the "warfous transformation” industries.
The effects of the international recession, economic
sabotoge, and the fall in investments were violently
felt in these sectors. Production in the textile and cloth-
ing industry fell 17.3 percent in 1975 compared with
the preceding year. The depression here is accounted
for by the international recession and the protectionist
measures taken in other European countries {especially
the guota system in Britain).

On the other hand, the sectors that do not have an "ex-
part vocation" (the term already used-by the Caetano
government) are expanding, The food, drink, and to-

*PPD: Partide Popular Democrético — Popular Demo~
cratic party; CDS: Centro Democréitice Social — Secial
Democratic Center; SP: Socialist party.

bocco industries, for instance, are growing significantly.
This is explained by the increase in the number of em-
ployees since April 24, 1974, In addition, the demo-
cratic rights won since that date have hod a positive
effect on the paper, typesetting, and publishing indus-
tries! Concurrently, ogricultural production, grain
preduction emong other things, has increased strongly,
not only because of climate conditions, but also be-
cause the area of land under cultivation was heavily
expanded in the framework of the agrarian reform and
the land ocecupations (since March 1975).

In @ certain sense, we are now seeing o block on the
tendencies of the accumulation of copital that have
prevailed over the past decade, a product both of the
naw relationship of social forces in the factories and

of wage increases. In the general context of the decline
of investment, there ic a shift of investment foward
industries linked to the domestic market, This retro-
version is clearly revealed in the following twe
figures: In 1975 investment in sectors linked to do-
mestic consumption reached about 50 percent of total |
investment (17.49% for food, 7.3% for paper, 16,45
for drinks, 9.29% for textiles, efc.). In 1971 thess
branches accounted for enly 16 percent of total invest-
ment during the year. The metals industry, on the other
hand, which absorbed 43 parcent of total invesiment

in 1973, accounted for only 0.2 percant in 19751 Hence,
when Minister of Finance Salgodo Zenha (o member of
the 5P proclaims the necessity of "making the nation-
alized sector profitable™ (40 percent of gross fixed cop-
ital formation depends on the nationalized industries

or those industries in which the state intervenes), he

is only emphasizing the bourgeoisie’s desire to sirike

at the gains of the toiling mosses in order to prime in-
vestment in the direction it hod been turned for o
decade by copitalist development plans. Socares him=
self has offirmed: "This (exponsion) requires the security
and 'dynomization’ of the private secter and the reor
ganization of the public sector in order to make it prof-
itable ond efficient." (Opzbo, June 17-23, 1976.)

The prime target of the attock of the employers and the
bourgeois state, or, to put it another way, the first con=
cern of the economic plan of the future Soores govern-
ment, is none other than wages. If the Porfuguese cop-
italists and multinational corporations aore to end their
investment sirike and if the nationalized sector is to

be "mode profitable, " then woge costs must be cut to
the bone. This 1s the only way to fulfill the condition
necessary for priming the sector "devored to export, "
the secter around which Portuguese capitalism has re=
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orgonized itself for some time now. The Portuguese bour-
geoitie understands tho! it must act quickly iF it wants

to toke some odvantage of the international capitalist
uptick. Throughout the election campaign the bourgeni-
sie's impatience was striking,

The sffensive will be directed essentiolly ogainst the
workers with the lowest wages {omong othens, the tex-
tile workers and those in the assembly industry) and
agoirst the strongly organized and militant workers of
the Lithan industrial belt (those who make more than
5,000 escudos a month). The table explains why. It in-
dicates the changes that have ocourred in the divisien
of .;oge cotegories of male and femole workers over
the-age of 20,

Percentage of workers in three woge categories
{in escudos per month)

January 1974 January 1975

less than 3,300 escudos 48,2 1.7
3,300-5,000 escudos 33.1 38,1
5,000-12,000 escudos  17.4 58,5

Owverall, real wagess have increased 25 percent for the
lew-wage categories sinca April 1974, A simple com-
parison between this figure and the devaluation rate of
30 percent predicted and announced by vorious sources
close o the Ministry of Finonce indicates the scope and
intensity of the attack on the incomes of the toiling
masses, This devaluation — which should also foster
some imperialist investment — will trigger significant
price increases in, for irstance, bosic foodstuffs (grain,
meat, cod, cocking eil), which form a very large and
not esily reducible share of imported food products,
Such imparts are growing (from 9.5 percent of tatal im=
parts iv. 1960 to 15.7 parcent in 1974) bacouse of the
increase In the number of workers and their purchaming
power. The devaluation will thus stimulate inflationary
pressure, which has already pushed the consumer price
index above 16 percent (April 1976 compared with
April 1975 in Lisbon), especially since comsumer goods
manufoc turers will begin to add the interest they must
pay on the credits they were granted a yeor ago onto
their prices. And at the same time, the Soores govern=
ment asks for a more or less rigid freeze on prices!

Concurrently, in applying the plan of "copitalist recu=
peration” the Social Democratic government will not
only impose limits on wages in the public sector (hos-
pitals, teaching, civil service, etc.), but will also
seek to reduce the number of jobs in this sector, which
had strongly incressed since the "carnation revolution. "

In addition, the government will press for a restructur-
ing of the nationalized enterprises, closing down many
“erippled companies, " and will thus incragse unemploy-
ment, which already stonds ot 10 percent of the work
force, according to the estimate of the Ministry of
Laobor. The unemployment figure was 3 percent in 1574;
it rose to 5.3 percent in 1975, Today it hos become a
central problem, felt very widely. The rise of unemploy=
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ment is a result of the decline of investment (in 1975
only 11,807 new jobs were created, compared with
37,377 in 1973), the return home of Portuguese fmmi-
grant workens in other countries, the slowdown of new
emigration, the demobilization of the army, and the
return of the colons. The creation of a large industrial
reserve ammy is clearly seen as means of favoring the
capitalist offensive, For instance, Almedo Santos (of
the Socialist party}) declared: "Everybody must create
wealth. If you are laid off today, you will find new
work fomorrow someploce whera wealth is being created, ™
5o occept {t.

Finally, the bourgeoisie is seeking to modify the rela-
tionship of forces in the factories, for it is as a result
of this relationship of forces that the workers, for ex-
omple, refuse to occept the consequences of the "nar-
mal functioning of market laws, " namely layoffs. Soores
has raised the colors: "It is important to convince the
warkers that they must work and that it is indispersable
to establish some laber discipline, through appeals to
the consciousness of the worker and olso through set-
ting down certain rules of coercion. | , , It must be
explained to the workers, as Maurice Thorez did in
1947, that it is necessary and revolutionary to be able
;n md:l a strike of certain times." (Opgéo, June 17-23,
F76.

The further the election compaign advanced, the more
these various themes — all facets of what is called "cap-
italist recuperation” in Portugal — acquired a predom-
inant place in the speeches of Eones and his supporters.
Thus, among brood layers of the workers who have been
engaged in struggle for two years now, the already ex-
isting deep sentiment of defiance in foce of the inability
of the provisional governments to resolve even the
smallest problems was topped off by an increasingly
mirked desire to defeat this offensive, personifled by
Eanes, and to express this in the vote. Especially since
proctical comprehension among the toiling masses of the
depth of the crisis enabled them to catch a glimpse of
the sharpness of the atfack of copitel and its state, in-
dependent of the promises of "dialogue"” and "social
pact" mode by Soares. This largely accounts for the
votes that went to Otelo and for the drift away from the
Communist party.

Eanes & the legislative elections

The legislative elections to the Assembly of the Repub-
lic (April 25, 1976 were less o confirmation of MNovem-
ber 25 than an assertion of the strength of the working
class, Resistance to the attacks of the employers has
been expressed continuously since March 1976, that is,
since the gos and electricity strike in Porto. OF course,
this workers respanse has been manifested in less spon-
tanesus and more limited forms thon was the cose during
outumn 1975, Nevertheless, on more than one occasion
demands linked to workers control have been at the cen-
ter of mobilizations, when a foctory is closed, when a
reconversion plan is lounched, or when an employer re-
turns. In addition, woge struggles, albeit fragmented,
are developing in various Factories and industrial branches,



But the defensive copocity of the working class has also to wait for a "real government." OF course, the bour-

been asserted in the realm of unionization, which wes
also reflected in the electoral domain,

The workers commissions have sometimes lost strength,
but in the main they ore tending to become organs fo

geoisie has reconstructed its state opparatus and strength-
ened its repressive forces, although they remain very
fragile and quantitatively limited, both In military ond
police terms, Mevertheless, the blows dealt to the bour-
geois class by the toiling maosses over many months still

which the workers delegate many responsibilities; their leave their imprint on the subjective plane, and the
capacity to mobilize all the workers was, and often re= relationship of social forces is such that the crisis of

mains, limited, opart from some general assemblies.

palitical leodership of the bourgecisie remains largely

This is clearly an expression of the change in the period open .,

in comparison with the months before November 1975,

Nevertheless, the essential feature of the legislative

In this context, and on the basis of the pact between
the parties and the Council of the Revelution — a poct

elections was the offirmation of a working=class major- supported, not to say worked out, by the 5P ard the

ity in the Assambly of the Republiz, which ploced the

CP — the bourgeaisie realized the urgent necessity of

question of an 5P-CP government based on this majority unifying ite will and Forces and of using all its weight

on the agenda, especially given the ottock of capital
and the need for workers unity,

Thus, after April 25, 19768, the bourgeoisie waos com-
pelled to recognize that neither the PPD nor the CDS
had emerged as an incontested leademhip in the bour=
geois camp, that the ability f the CDS to mobilize
petty-bourgesis sectors (and to stailize the relation=
ship of forces in the Morth in its favor) had not been
extended to an obility 1o stimulate the offensive of the
petty=bourgeoisie and the "returnees” (from Angola),
as hod been the case in March-April

Moreover, the PPD's attempts to trigger o government
erisis immediately after the elections had failed, m
did the offensive of the PPD, CDS, ond the right wing
of the 5P ogainst the constitution., What gave rise to

to guarantee the emergence of o semi-presidential re=
gime (the comstitution includes o provision for granting
| the president full powers in coses of crisis).

1

The Social Democracy — repeating with strange simili=
tude the experience of the Weimar Republic — did not
fail to support this operation with both honds, Tempor-
arily, Eanes achieved a consensus in the bourgeois ranks,
which nevertheless does not mean that there has been
substantial progress in homogenizing the bourgecis ¢lass,
Thanks to the support of the major Pertuguese workers
party, the Socialist party of Mario Soores, the bourgeois
class moved toward the objective of placing Eanes in

the presidency through a sort of plebiscite. Palma Cor=
los had harbored this dream for Spimola on fwo occasions
in 1974, In both cases, it turned into o nightmare. The
bourgesis plan is clear: attack the working class by

the greatest concern among the bourgeoisie wos precisely utilizing the 5P (o "dialogue" with the 5P, whose trode=

union influence is rising, wos conducted during the past

wages, Zenho waos reduced to remarking: It is necessary few manths, in order to freeze wages); eliminate as far
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= possible the working-class majority that came out of
the legislative elections; roll over the CP during an ini-
tial period and later cut down the place of the 5P as
mwch os possible, for the trode-union militants of this
party do not receive the same welcome in the bourgeois
rorks as the party notables do.

Eanes's electoral program was fundamentally inspired

by the ideology of the PPD. This program counferposes
co-management fo workers control, which the 5P for-
mally supports. To the working class it, like the PFD,
counterposes the virtues of a petty bourgeoisie that "con-
tirues to calmly till the soil while the workers cease~
lessly demonstrate.” |t stresses the function of coopera=
tives as against demands for nationalizations. It insists
on the role of the private sector and on "making the no-
tionalized sector profitable™ and proposes to revise the
agrarian reform. The candidate supported by the SP not
anly embodied all the hopes and current projects of

the Portuguese bourgeoisie, but also made himself the
spokesman of the PPD! It is this officer, this strong
president, that the CP refused to ottack openly, ofter
having tried to the last minute to negotiate o place in
the next government in exchange for offering Eanes its
support, suppart the CP believed would be sufficient to
induce Eanes to rejact the CDS,

A limited victory

Fundamentally, these elections must thus be analyzed
on the basis of the suppor? the 5P extended fo Eanes and

the CP's refusal to engage in a determined battle against
the chief of staff. This explains in large port bath the
rafe of abstention (only 75.42 percent participation)

and the loss of 5P votes to Pinheiro Azevedo, who was
the First to attack Eanes (saying that "he wos against
Apri 23, wd Oiele. W alka suplaine the amargence
of @ broad current behind the candidacy of the former
chief of Copcon, who oppeared during the campaign as
the number one enemy of Eanes and his projects. To neg-
lect this fact, after the legislative elections, is to fail
to understand both the relationship between the legisla=
tive and presidential elections and the combined charac~-
ter of the votes that went to Corvalho, The table

above gives a summary of the electoral results.

First of all, it is clear that o united candidate of the
workers movement would have pulverized the candidate
of the bourgeoisie. It is in this sense that the militants
of the Partida Revolucionario dos Trabalhodores (PRT —
Revolutionary Workers party) and the Liga Comunista
Internacionalista (LCl — Internationalist Communist
League) hod waged their campaign. Second, it is alsa
manifest that the election of Eanes with 61.54 percent
of the vote does not represent o deep defeat of the work-

|| ing clms. 1t is more precisely the expression of the lack
| of a united candidate, the capitulation of the 5P, ond

the character of the CP campaign. Eanes won, but his
victory is not solid.

As in the legislative elections, there was o gap between
the MNorth and South; nevertheless, there were some

L]

grey areas. Although Azevedo undoubtedly drew 5P
votes in the "provinces, " it is also significant that
Otelo and the CP together scored more votes in these
arecs than the CP and the far left during the legislative
elections. The votes for Otelo are the main reason for
this (see the combined results in Viana do Castelo, Vila
Real, Braganga, Brage, ond Viseu), which also reveals
the controdictory character of his candidacy.

A simple comparison between the oddition of the PFD,
CD5, and 5P vote in the legislative elections and the
vote obtained by Eanes in the presidential elections
indicates that the 5P was the big loser in the operation.
In the North, the former prime minister was able fo
take odvantage of this. In the South, the shift of the
SP vote benefitted Otelo, In the districts of Beja, Evora,
Setdbal, Lisbon, and Faro the "indiscipline” of the SP
voters was massive. Organizationally this was reflected
bath North and South in the refusal of many sections fo
support Eanes by participating in comman committees
with the PPD and CDS5 (in Chaves, Viano do Caostelo,
Castelo Branco, Aveiro, Guimares, Vila Nova de Fa-
malicao, etc.). These electoral "brecks" of “oarty dis-
cipline" herald the potential crisis brewing in the ranks
of Mario Soares's party. The differentiations within the
SP also more or less parallel the North-South division.
In the North, in spite of the shifts to Azevedo (and @
bit to Carvalhol, the support of the SP was a not neg=
ligible factor in the virtual plebiscite for Eanes.

The fallof the GF

The Communist party lost about half its votes compared
with the legislative elections, The collapse was spec-
tacular in Lisbon, Beja, Evora, and Setibal. The tradi-
tional strangholds of the party of Alvaro Cunhal and
Octévio Pato were turned info fields of lost battles.
There are many reasons for this. The CP dug its own
grave during the summer and autumn of 1975, when it
contributed to building up Otelo's charismatic image.

it made him the defender of the ograrion reform. After
the CP scornfully cut Gongalves loose, it pushed Otelo.
The major was able to take odvantage of this. Second,
except for a period of several days, Pato approached
Eanes with kid gloves. When O Jornal asserted that the
candidate of the CP hod declared, "Eanes commands

the support of reaction, " the press service of the CP
candidate immediately replied, "O Jornal is exaggerat=
ing. « . - The CP offirms that the cardidacy of Eanes
enjoys genuine democratic support, but also relfes on
the opportunist support of parties and forces of the reac-
tionary right. . . . The CP does not support Eones, but
it does not fight the military candidates" (read: Eanes
and Pinheiro de Azevedo). (O Diario, daily of the CP,
June 7, 1976.) In oddition, the CP participated in all
the provisional governments, under both Spinola and
Costa Gomes. |t thus wos to reap the fruit of the work-
ers’ defiance of these gavernments, which have been
incapable of offering even very partial responses to

the most basic social problems. To this was added the
fact that radicalized layers have grown increasingly sus-
picious of the policy of putting pressure on the state ap-



paratus, keystone of the CP's strategy. Finally, the
buregucratic methods extensively used by the CP in the
trade unions, workers commissions, tenants commissions,
and other bodies (popular essemblies, which supported
the occupation of municipal headquarters) stimulated
anti-CP reactions, which were sometimes reflected in
"non~partyism." As the compaign advanced in the con=
text of a polarization of the Apeil 25 versus November
25 type (a polarization fostered by the policy of the

CP itself), the call to "make your vore count” Increas-
ingly turned ogainst the CPI

Otelo presented himself — and this was partially inher-
ent In the providential aspect of his campaign in the
ayes of backward sectors — as the candidate in the best
position to beat Eanes. When the latter declared that

if 0 second round werz held it "would be between Otelo
and me, " Otelo's electoral impact could only grow at
the experse of the CP. The "useful vote, " linked to

the theme of the "left majority," lest its force of con-
viction. To strengthen the positiors of the CP within
the perspective of o “left govemment" no longer inspired
much enthusiosm,

The CP's refusal to confront Eanes was not simply an ex=
pression of government maneuvering. In fact, it falls
within an axtension of an orientation of support "to the
alliance of the people and the armed forces and to the
unity of the armed forces in the liberating spirlt of

April 25 in order to assure democracy and national in-
dependence.” (Octdvio Pato's statement of principles,
Dierio de Liskoa, June 11, 1574.)

Foced with the hord reality of the focts on June 28,

the CP hod to draw an initial balance~sheet. The lead-
arship emphasized the effects of the Otelo campaign

on {ts own ranks: ". . . on a national scele hundreds

of thousands of Communist vaters did not heed our warn=
ings; they turned toward o misleoding condidacy. They
are already finding out that the revolutionary process
has gained nothing from this candidacy, nor hos defense
of democratic goins, ner formetion of o left government,"”
{Avante, July 1, 1976,) But at the same time the Polit=
ical Bureau of the CP was compelled to call for a neces-
sary counteroffensive aimed at the layers influenced by
the Otelo compaign and at "giving new confidence” to
the rank and file: "It (the Palitical Bureow) . . . colls
for attention from all militants so that difficulties are
not created with regard 1o those who, under the effects
of a misleading mirage, did not vate for our candidate,
« + + It warre all militants not to allow themselves to
be influenced by the speculation of reaction, which,
together with psevdorevolutionary verbioge, is seeking
to undermine the morale of our party." In spite of all
this, the CP is compelled to moke an oddition of the
vates for itself, Otelo, and the SP (in the legislative
elections) in order to reaffirm the applicability of a
"left government, "

This overall oppreciotion indicates the shock suffered
by the CP. It shows the CP's desire to engage in a pol-
icy of "cooptation.” This will above all be expressed
in the trode unions; especially since the congress of the

Intersindical (the trade-union federation) is approach=
ing. The repercussions of the defeat of the CP — and,
the success of Otelo = will certainly not make for happy
days for the Soores government, which was counting

on a CP policy of collaboration {from the cutside) with

a "purely SP" government,

Against ansterity!

The Otelo campalign fit into this vacuum left by the
palicy of the two reformist porties. The compaign had
many cantradictory and ombiguous aspects (“non-par-
tylsm, " initial proclematicrs of independence of the
forces supporting him, explicit reference to the MF A~
pecple alliance in the official declaration of candidacy,
support to the constitution, |ike the CP, efc.),

Mevartheless, ro sector of the Portuguese or interna-
tional bourgecisie gave Carvalhe the slightest support;
on the contrery! The same is true of the army. His pro-
grom — despite all its ombiguities ond errors — inte-
grated some clear anticapitalist demands and garnered
the protest vote of brood layers of workers against the
austerity plan of Eanes-Soares, As for the forces sup-
porting him, they are part of the organizated workers
movement, All this indicates that a vote for Carvalho
could not be excluded on the basis of principle. More-
over, the votes against the offensive of "copiralist re-
cuperation" and for the extension of the gains wen by
the Portuguese revolution so far were in fact grouped
behind Carvatho and Pato, ™

In addition, becouse of the context we have described,
under the very effects of the social polarization the oh=
jective function of the Corvalhe zampaign, ke its ex-
plicit content, appeared more clearly as anticapitalist
{see, for example, the economic progrom published in
the last days of the campaign) .

Te be sure, Carvalhe picked up votes of varied origin;
which reflects the strongly uneven process of develop-
ment of the Portuguese workers movement, Mevertheless,
there is no doubt — and the CP hos understood this —
that o patential combativity is being manifested to the
left of the CP that already heralds o danger for the CP

if it pursues o policy of open collaboration with the SP
gavernment.

This government will have many difficulties implement=
ing its program, Its bme of support, the SP itself, thregt-
ens to break up rather quickly. The resistonce of the
workers is being manifested already (public services,
metalworkers, etc.). The presidential elections will

not correspond to the wishes of the bourgesisie. Work-
ers strugales, unionization, ond government crisis are

on the agenda.

July 2, 197&

*The next issue of INPRECOR will devote a special ar-

ticle to the Carvalho campaign and the parspectives
offered by it. G
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i The results of the Italian elections of June 20 provoked
immediate reactions of disappaintment on one side and
i relief on the other. Disappaintment in the far left,
which hod counted on the workers parties’ receiving
the absolute majority of the vote, among militants

the Partito Comunista ltaliano (PCl — ltalion Commu=
nist party), wha had hoped to overtake the Democrazia
Cristiana (DC — Christion Democracy) s the party
with the largest vate, and among Socialists, who lost
ground. Relief among all the bourgeoisie, both in ltaly
and throughout the world, who had feared a new defeat
of the DC and the advent of a government of the left,
In fact, the major bourgeois party gave proof of an in-
contestable power of recovery; once again it represents
the pole of crystallization of all the conservative forces.,
Consequently, the battle of the working cless for an
alternative at the government level will hove to over-
come odditional obstocles, and mass struggles during
the period now opening will unfold under relatively
less favorable conditions than those generally hoped
for a few weeks ago,

Mevertheless, one must avoid drawing false conclusions.
Overall, the formations adhering to the workers move-
ment made further progress, especially the PCI, ampli=
fying the spectocular success of lmt year's regional
elections. The phenomenon of polarization that incon=
testably took shape went hand in hand with an evelu-
tion of the relationship of forces in fover of the workers
movement. That is the essential feature that must nat

be overlosked or underestimated, This is especially true
in that the DC held its ground essentially at the expense
of the other parties of the center or center-right, espe-
cially the PSD| (Democratic Socialist party) and the

PLI {Liberals), ond only to a very limited extent at the
experse of the far right (MS] — Italian Social Move-
ment}, which did not lose much compared with 1975.

It follows that the formation of a new government will
not be an easy task. The center majority that used o
exist has now disappeared; a center-right majority is
alsc impossible, On paper, the center-left could be

i
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reconstructed, But the PS5l (Seclalist party), which has
paid o heavy price for its participation in the govern-
ment and the parliamentary majority, has reiteroted its
decision not to participate in any government in which
the PCI does not also participate, whether directly or
not. Obviously, the historic compromise (the PCl's pro-
posal for a bloc between the PCl and the Christian
Democracy) would have an overwhelming majerity; but
the DC has woged o virulent campaiagn against this so-
lution and would have great difficulty azcepting it, at
least in the immediate future. In coming days, when
the new Chamber of Deputies is convened, Rome will
be the scene of quite o number of maneuvers, intrigues,
and bluffs. The evolution of the economic situation
will not help matters. It is true that production is rising
again in most sectors. But the problems of the balance
of poyments deficit and the deficits of the state and
local administrative budgets remain dramatic, The rate
of inflation is rising again after the decline of 1975,
ard if there is no change during coming months, the
1976 inflation rate threatens fo break all postwar rec-
ords, Al the same time, up to now there hos been no
real prospect of reducing unemployment.

In other words, once again the bourgeaisie will have
to deal with extremely grove problems without having
resolved its crisis of leadership, A for the reformist
leaderships, it will not be easy for them to find a con-
crete basis for compromise, regardless of their desire
to colloborate in priming the economy and stabilizing
the political situation. Even if some form of the his-
foric compromise is realized in the last Instance, it
would oceur in a very unstable context loden with ex-
plasive conflicks. That is @ major difficulty that all the
tactical ostuteness of Berlinguer and Company will be
unable to easily surmount,

The vote won by the far left will undoubtedly be one
of the major subjects of discussion in Italy and else-
where during comong months, A is shown in the docu-
ments we are publishing below, the 1.5 percent of the
vote won by Democrazia Proletaria (DP — Proletorian
Democracy) was generally considered o failure. The




document of the Italian revelutionary Marxists, large
excerpts of which are published below, analyzes the
remsons for this failure, partially admitted by other com-
ponents of DP. In addition to the incontestable objec-
tive foctors, the form in which the unity agreement

was reoched and the conditions bureaucratically im-
posed by the Partito di Unith Proletaria per il Comu=
nismo (PDUP — Farty of Proletarian Unity for Commu-
nism) and Avanguordia Operaia (AD — Woarkers Van-
guard) represented serfous obstocles to extending the
influence of the for left toward the masses under the
hegemany of the traditional parties, notably the PCI,
The DP committees, which were sometimes presented

as the vehicles of the campaign, were bullt only on @
modest scale, and most often they were instruments func-
tioning within the logic of special collaboration be-
tween the PDUP and. AC, discriminating against all the
other components,

In spite of this, the ogreement on o united siate of the
far left was the product of a rather strong sentiment for
unity emong the broad vanguard; and [t is nevertheless
important that the unitary framework for the far left
was built through a erucial political baoitle. This gain
must not be lost. This means that aserious effort must
be mode to maintain this unitary framework, with the
aim both of achieving unity in ection in the struggles
new shaping up and of developing the necessary con-
frontation between the varicus organizations ground
the problems that were brought to light and defined
mare sharply by the electoral campaign (the problems
of the nature of the tramsitional phase, of the paths o
the seizure of power, of the conception and role of the
revolutionary party) .

As for os government perspectives are concerned, the
revolutionary left must correct certain electoralist de=-
viations. The perspective of a PCI-PS| gavernment must
not be linked exclusively to the conguest of 51 percent
of the vote. Even ofter June 20, it must serve ot the
essential axis of orientation, independent of all ques-
tions of emphasis and rhythm that are posed at each
moment,

At the same time, o clarification is necessary on the
very content of the formula "govemment of the left,”

In fact, there is now o tendancy within the centrist or-
gonizations o include both the PSD| (Democratic So-
cialist party, a right-wing split from the Socialist party)
and the PRI (Republicans} in such a government. More
particularly, Manifesto (daily of the PDUP) and Gluo-
tidiano dei Lavoratori (daily of AQ) have asserted that
the left commands a majority in the Rome municipal
council, explicitly counting the seats of Saragat's PSDI
and the PRI in this majority. We must struggle against
such conceptions, giving no concessions. The PRI par-
ticularly is @ bourgeois party in the sirictest sense of

the term, directly linked to industridlists and financiers.
Collaboration with such a party would thus be nothing
but @ form of class collaboration. It was not within that
perspective that the battle for June 20 was waged.

July 2, 1974

" Evolution
of the
Electoral
Relationship
_of Forces

It is nat possible here to present an in-depth analysis

of the avolution of the electoral relationship of forces
in Italy over the past thirty years. Several points, how-
ever, should be stressed:

g} The sharpest polorizations occurred In 1948 —
during the effort at bourgesis restoration In the context
of the opening of the “cold war" — and In 1974, In the
First case the PCI, together with the workers front, suf-
Fered o defeal; in the second, it registered o very clear
odvance,

b) At the most eritical moments the conservative
forces have concentrated maximum efforts around the
DC, since the far right lacks sufficient credibility
for o decisive confrontation. It is significant that the
right obtained the most favorable results in relatively
calm years (1953, 1958), which indicates that the
strengthening of the right was conceived not as a pas=
sible alternative solution, but as an instrument of pres-
sure.

€) The PCI stagnated during the 1950s and between
1963 and 1972, while it experienced a first leap in
1963 = probably thanks o the response to the recction-
ary attempts of the Tambronl gavermment in 1940 and
ta the outbreak of "new" workers struggles In 1961-62,
The second leap came in 1975-76, as the PCI capital-
ized on the 1969 wave, although with a certain delay.

d) The PSi, which in 19458 hod benefitted from the
traditions of the prefascist era, won its largest vote dur-
ing the period of gestation of the center-left, which
also saw a consolidation of the PSDI.

e] A comparison between the Senate results and the
Chamber of Deputy results permits a relatively accurate
check on the orientations of young voters, since the
voting oge is 25 for the Senate and 18 for the Chamber
of Deputies. According fo some calculations published
in the press, the votes of the 5,300,000 people between
the ages of 18 and 25, who voted only for the Chamber
of Deputies on June 20, were divided as follows: DC
37.5%; PCI 37.4%; PS| &.1%6; PRI4PSDI+PLI 5.89%;
MS1 2.8%6; PRDP 10.45 (of which, most likely, 7%
for DP and 3% for PR).



LIHEHTAS

\§/

1944
1948
1953
1938
1943
1948
1972
1575(8)
1974

ELECTIONS TO THE COMSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (1946) & THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES®

pCL PSt [PsILP DP | VL(1) [ PR(2) PSDI | PRI | DC | PLI [POIUM3) | LUQ(4)
18.97 20.72 0.1 4.37 | 35.18 6.81 | 3.09 5,28
3.033 0,08 7.09 | 2.4%9 43.45_3.33: 2.79
| 22,84 12.73 4,52 | 1,62 | 40.08|3.02| 6.92
22,72 14.26 4,56 | 1,37 | 42.35 3.55| 4.87
25,31 13.87 &11 | 1.37 | 239.27 | 6.9%| 1.77
26.96 14518 4.4& 0.01 1.97 | 39.09| 5.83| 1.35
27.21 9.62 |1.95 (0.&/(7) 0.30 515 | 2.86 | 38.74| 3.89
32.0 12,0 1.2 5.6 3,3 35.5.1 2.5
U4 9.6 1.5 1.3 (e Faa w7 s

*The voting oge was lowered o 18 beginning in 1975; previously it had been 21, The voting age
for the Senate is 25, The results for the Senote elections this year (voting age 23) were: DC 38.99%;
PCI 33.8%; PSI 10.25%; PSDI: 3.194; PRI 2.79%; PLI 1.4%; MSI 6,6%. In some districts the
PSDI, PRI, ond PL| presented common candidates, obtaining 1.1%. DP ran only in Lombardy.

1. VL refers to various far left lists (Bordigists in 1948, Posadists in 1988, PCHm=1) in 1572).

2, The PR hod vored Sociolist during previous elections.

3. The PDIUM includes the total vote of the monarchisks, even when they were divided among
different slates. Since 1972, the monaorchists have mode a bloe with the MS1,

4. UG (Uome Qualcuno — Everyman) was a reactionary rightist formation.

5. In 1948 the PC| and the PSI, along with other much less important formations, mmhh.af&d
the I.'.‘remacrunc Popular Front.

In 1948 the PS| and the PSDI1 were unified,

?, DP did not exist in 1972; the indicated vote refers to the candidates of the Manifeste
group.

8. References o 1975 concern the regional elections,

M5|

2.01
5.84
4,77
5.11
4,46
g.68
6.8

6.1

KEY TO INITIALS

PCl: Partite Comunista |taliono — Italian Communist Party

PSl: Partite Socialista Italione — Italion Socialist party

PSIUP:  Partite Socialista ltaliono di Unita Proletaria — Italian Socialist party of Proletarion
Unity (laft split from P51 in 19564}

DP: Democrozia Proletaria — Proletarion Democracy (for left)

PR: Partito Rodicale — Radical party

PSDI: Partito Sociglista Demacratico Italione — Italian Democratic Socialist party (a right=
wing split from the PSI)

PRI Partito Repubblicano Italiono — Italian Republican party

bC: Democrazia Cristiana — Christion Democracy

PLI: Partita Liberale Italiano — Italian Liberal party

PDIUM: Partits di Unita Monarchica — Monarchist Unity party

M51: Movimento Sociale ltaliono — Italion Social Movement (foscist)
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thefar lelt assesses
the elections

We are publishing below four brief commentaries on the results of the June 20 elections. The
first 1s a statement of the MNational Secretariat of Avanguardia Operaia, published in the June
23 jssue of Quatidiano dei Lavoratori, daily of AQ; the second is a declaration of the Po-
litical Bureou of the PDUP*, published in the June 26 issue of il Manifesto, daily newspaper
of the POUP; the third consists of excerpts from a leng editorial published in the June 23 issue
of Lotta Continua; the fourth is excerpts from a resolution adopted June 27 by the Central Com~
mittee of the Gruppi Comunisti Rivoluzionari (GCR — Revelutionary Communist Groups), ltal-
ian section of the Fourth International, and published in the July 1 issue of the GCR's journal,
Bardiera Rassa, Both Avanguardia Operoia and Lotta Continua have published texts odopted by
thelr Central Cammittees (held June 27-28), but we hod not yet received copies of these docu-
ments at press time. Hence, we are publishing only documents indicating the immediate recc-
tion of these organizations to the electoral results,

*The Partito di Unita Proletaria per il Comunisme (PDUP — Party of Proletorian Unity for Com-
munism) has its origin in the split from the Communist party in 1970 of the group organized
oround the newspaper il Manifesto. (The major leoders were Ressana Rossonda, Lucie Magri,
Luigi Pintor, and othersi. They formed an organization and began publishing o daily newspaper
in 1971, In 1974 they fused with the Partito di Unita Proletaria (the new group retaining the
initials PDUP), which hod arisen from a split from the Partite Secialista Italiane di Unita Pro-
letaria (PSIUP — ltalian Socialist party of Proletarian Unity), which had itself split from the
Socialist party in 1964, For Information on the origins and evolution of Avanguandic Operaia
and Lotta Continua see INPRECOR, MNo.54, June 24, 1974,

Avanguardia
crala

Milan, 21 June, 11:00 p.m. a further, stronger advance of the left compared with
June 15 (1975}, which brings it close to an absolute

1. The results of the vote for the Chamber of Deputies, majority. This is the first ond fundamental element that

still very portial, confirm and strikingly accentuate the choracterizes the June 20 vote. The second element is

trends that have ulrﬂcﬂy emerged In the Senate resulis: the staying power and recovery of the Christian Democ=

1



rocy, in particular compared with the collapse of June
15. This strengthening, obtained at the expense of bath
the MS1 (Movimento Sociale Ifaliano — Italian Social
Movement, the fascish) and the secular parties, accen=
tuates the DC's character as the "party of the right,"
Further, it highlights two addifional elements: First,

the frogility of proposed alternative bourgeois leoder=
ships to the Christan Demaerazy (such as those advanced
by the Republicans); second, the objective strengthen-
ing and solidifying of the DC inherent in the varisus
propozals of the reformist workers parties, all of which
corsiderad the DC as an “ind ispersable component” of
any new majerity. Finally, the notewerthy decline of
the PS5l (the Sociallst party) shows what a heavy price
this party pays for its uncertain policy, ite slick toctical
ov-illations, accompanied by high=sounding but nebu-
lou: strategic farmulas,

2, Several political points clearly emerge from these
facts. To be sure, the new parliament will not auto=
matically have g left majority in both of its houses;
thus, the left gavernment is nat posed as an immediame
result of these elections. But at the same time, none
of the other solutions proposed, whether by the DC or
by the reformist workars parties, Is procticable today.
Even less so is the proposal for an emergency govern-
ment, which proved to be unrealizable in the old par-
liament and will be even more excluded in the new one,
given the "polarization” around the DC and the PCI os
expressed in the elections. What s therefore on the
agenda is a phase of acute political instability during
which the porties of the workers movement — if they
want to point to o way out — will have 1o be gble fo
profoundly rethink their own strategy ond the govern-
ment formulas they put forward. It would be useless to
seek a solution In some sort of complicated parliomentary
alchemy; in particular, the lesson of the vote should
teach the PSI how suicidal it would be to support a new
edition of the center-left, even in the guise of a "pre-
ferred axis,

12

3. In this situation, the prime motor-force political
Function of the mass movement in determining future
developments on the political scene is clearly recon-
firmed, the function that we have always stressed, often
in palemics with the reformist leaderships of the workers
and trode-union movement. On the political-institu-
tional level, experiences such a3 that of the laft courn-
cil in Naples offer an embryonic and palitically valid
lesson {although they connot be mechanically trarsfarred
to the national political field): Today only the left —

if it is supported by a vast popular movement — can de-
velop a policy that deals with the urgent problems of

the crisis, This is the decisive factor, which goes ba-
yond strict parlismentary arithmetic

4. Given this perspective, what specific weight and
role con Democrazia Proletaria exert? In their general
lines, the electoral results strikingly confirm our polit-
ical analysis and the proposals we have advanced, But
this was not reflected in a commensurate electoral suc-
cess for our formation, Thers are many reasons for this,
First, a force that was barely prasent ot the institutional
level {and here only locally) does not automatically
transfer its credibility to the national political-instit-
tional level; it thus suffers the effeck of the "polariza-
tion" that characterized thesa elections. In addition,

o process of tramsformation of our social base is under
way (which we comsider pasitive) . This transfarmotion
separgtes us from traditionol fringes of the "left reform=
ist" voters (who mova toword the reformist parties of the
workers movement) and from the radicalizing petty bour-
geois voters (who move toward the Rodical partyl, with=
out the growth of our influence (which s developing
omong the preletariaf) vet being consalidated in terms
of vates. But it Is important te drow correct palitical
conclusions For our future development from these elac-
tions and from our own results within them:

a) We definitely paid the price for the still insuffi-
cient level of political unity of the ravolutionary left;
the conclusion that should be drawn From this is certainly
not to deprecate the value of the electoral unity but
rather to comsolidate it politically,

b} The results (and the impossibility of immediate
government solutions) confirm the political primacy of
the mass movement, but this doss nut mean bending to
"movementism”; on the confrary, it means that we must
moke maximum use of our pelitical-Institutional presence
(i.e., in parliament and the local councils — IINPRE-
COR) to augment the political influence of the mass
movement,

c) Finally, the confirmation of the government of
the left (which all the refarmist parties refuse to choose
up to now) as the only workable perspective accentuates
the political role of a sector of the workers movement
that is palitically independent of reformist hegemony;
we must thus strengthen our political independence.
The struggle against the DC is more than ever on the
egenda today; but it is more closely linked than ever
fo the abjective of the government of the left, It is on
this road that we must firmly develop our initiatives.



In spite of the recovery of the DC, the June 20 vate
trarefarmed the left into the largest political bloc.
Unity around a pragram can alreody begin to break up
the moderate regroupment around the DC ard launch
the alternative. The analysis of the vote and the pros-
pects of the PDUP are described in the following com-
muniqué of the Politicel Bureou.

1. The June 20 vote marks the consolidation of the
shift to the left axpressed in the divorce referendum of
1974 and the regional elections of 1975; it 1= especially
significant in that this time what was ot stake was the
assumption of government responsibility. This shift to
the left occurred even in the South. Although it must
not be fargotten that the vote for the PC| want to a po-
litical line that shifted further to the right in the course
of the electoral campaign, subjectively this vote none-
theless expressed the will to overturn the Christian Dem=
ocrotic regime, since this is what was af stake.

The PC manoged to recover compared with the 1975 re-
sults. In spite of this, for the first time the Christian

Democrals are not in position to put themselves forward
as the absalute arbiter, nor is it possible for them to
block important measures in parliament without resort=
ing to the votes of the fascist deputies. In no cose could
they reassemble a majority on the guestion of abortion,
for example.

2. The advance of the left compared with 1972 hos not
created the immediote conditions for a left alternative,
nat only because a 51 parcent majority of the vote wos
not achieved, but also becouse of the disintegration

of the area between the left and the DC, which could
have initiated processes of comstruction of an elterna-
tive majority, s hos sometimes been the cose on the
lacal level.

The unification of the moderate front around a DC that
went into the elections totally bankrupt not only con-
stitutes o parliamentary obstacle to the alternative,

but also demonstrates how the failure of the Christion
Democratic regime and the end of the credibility of
this party and its politicians are not sufficient to estab-
lish the conditions for breaking its politically represen-
tative chargcter and ossembling o new bloc, unless this
is accompanied by a line of initiative capable of disin-
tegrating the moderate sociol bloe, bredking its polit=
ical representativeness, and assembling a new bloc,
This is more essential today than it was in the post. In
fact, there Is a possibility, and we haove already glimpsed
some signs, that the coalition of moderate forces assem-
bled in deferse of the DC will act as the organizing
instrument of a new opgressive bloc in the context of
the crisis, The PCI's tactic of tailing ofter the DC and
making proposals for unity hos regched i height just

at the mament when it could have led to a new major-
ity. What wos locking wes programmatic precision, an
adequate base in the country, ond a lineup not limited
salely to the PCl. The historic compromise has thus
wound up preducing exoctly what 1t did not want, po-
larization.

A situation of stalemate has thus been created, The
Christian Democratic regime is finished, but there is
no immediate alternative, Within this stalemate, the
spontansous pressures of the crisls remain cperative, os
do the wildeat initiotives of capital that react on the
erisis, Hence, it would be irresponsible of the left o
aoccept this situation.

3. The proposal for an emergency government that
would Tnelude almost all the forces in parliament and
within which the guiding role of the DC would still be
ocknowledged, provided only that the DC "rencunced"
onticommunist prejudice, is fated fo produce paralyzing
solutions becouse it ignores reality: the even more
purely conservative charocter of the DC and the con-
tent of the alleged "emergency” with respect to social
interests.,

4. We, on the contrary, reoffirm the left altemative
as the only way to confront the crisis of the country,
not as a demand for tomorrow nor 05 0 propogandistic



propesal, but as a political objective that is realizable
afrer this vote.

This immediately requires that the left, although divided
an many problems of perspective, assert its own unity
against the DT, demaond the leodership of the gavern-
ment @ the relative majority, define an immediate pro-
gram that defends the vital interests of the masses and
calls for radical transformations of the economic and
institutional bases of the country, calls for o confronta-
tian with the secular forces around such a progrom, and
puls pressure on the DC, forcing it into a confroantation
and o choice that requires ond prepares its break,
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Exoetly becouse it must breck the moderate bloc ond
comstruct an alternative social blac, this initiative must
be accompanied by o basic socfal and pelitical action.

5. The hypothesiz of o goverament of the left cannot
be reduced fo the dimension of the electoral lineup,
as has sometimes been done. In arder to advance, a
mass movement must be relaunched that is copable of
preventing the crisis from being eased, even portially
or temporarily, by soddling the working class and the
papular layers with the political and economic costs.
It is also necessary For this movement to go beyond
militant trade-union and economistic limits. Only a
struggle that in itself olrecdy embodies government ac-
tion and the affirmation of power can breok up the
enemy social front and create an alfernative bloc.

Finally, it is necessary thot there be a basic palitical
initiative gimed at the breakup of the Christion Demece-
racy, at the restructuring of the secular democratic
forces. In particular, the role and character of the P5|
on the one hand ond the corstruction of a credible force
to the left of the PCl on the other must be reconsidered,

M

Mot to toke account of the necessity for @ deep rethink-
ing that will offect the political lines of all the com-
ponents of the left would mean to allow an ebb to take
shape, as well o a recrganization of the right around
the DC, which has already begun. Moreaver, this could
lead the traditional left, and in particular the PCI, o
a grodual process of bocksliding.

6. Such critical reflection must alsc be directed at the
new left. The electoral results of the DP do not amount
to a defeat, but they are a sign of grave political limits.
We have been victims of the "polarization, " but why?
Why ofter many years of work and of significant presence
in struggles has not the unity of the left been o real po-
litical stimulus copable of reflecting itself in o consis-
tent electoral score?

To avoid this question or to approach it on the basis of
secondary elements or to outright mystify it by speck=
ing of o process of "purification" of our electoral base
would be destructive and would lend a mistaken signif-
icance even to the acquisition of new proletarian votes
For our list.

The discussion must be woged to the hilr, publicly ond
in'a united manner, Many problems ars pased: the sep-
aration between political line and mass proctice; the
grodual economistic reduction of the line and practice;
bureaucratization and the new development of an old
way of conducting politics within the organization; in-
sufficiently combatted minority tendencies, “More unity
and more diversity” — this is the objective toward which
to orient our search.

This process of reflection can be corried Forward only
within the movement, though the experience of strug-
gle, without confining it to eoch seporate organization
or subjecting it to the toctical exigencies of strength-
ening each organization. In short, it s o search that
must be conducted together with all the real protago-
nists of the movement reached by our political discourse,
even if they did not vote for Demoerazia Proletaria
{unionized workers, Catholics, women, southern maosses,
alc,),

7. The Political Bureou of the PDUP convokes a Cen-
tral Committes meeting in Rome on July 3-4 and calls
for an apen discussion within the party and with the
other forces of DP, in particular with AO, taking ac-
count of the important steps forward toword o unitory
perspective taken during the electoral campaign which
have posed new and important themes of discussion on
the forms of the process of unification.

After June 20, in face of the situation of stalemate and
the predictable negative tendencies of the forces of

the troditional left, in foce of the difficulties of the
movement in the grip of erisis, the problem of the for-
mation of a new class-bosed party is once again posed
more urgently, but at the same time it is even less reduc-
ible to the sum of the existing groups or to the linear
extension of their own heritages of elaboration and ex-
periences, precious as they are. []



The results of the Italian elections did not correspond
aither to the expectations of the |talion proletariat or
1o the fears of national and international resction.

The great riew advance of the PCl, around which the
left vote waos concentrated aven more than last June
15, an advonce that led to extroordinary success in
some cities, such as Naples, was not sufficient to com=
persate for the decline of the P51 and the modest re-
sults of Democrazia Proletaria and the Radical party,
thus leaving the tofal left vote sersibly below 51 per-
cent. But above all it was not sufficient to gounterbal-
ance the strong staying power of the DC, which copped
an electaral campaign conducted in the name of the
most overt and miserable antiworker, ontipopular and
anticommunist crusode, . . .

For the moment, the only effect af the new victory of
the PCl will be to canfirm and gccentuate the palitical
arientation that emerged after June 15, namely, the
substantial will and the partial capacity to "freeze"
the political context, even resorting openly to repres=
sion of struggles and bureaucratic contrel of the unions.

The picture of the left would not be camplete without
taking account of the subsiantial redugtion of the polit-
ical impoct of Democrazia Proletaria, for which wie
feel fully resporsible, along with the other components.
. . . This political result will not be without conse=
quences on the relationship of forces between the revo-
Jutionary clms=struggle component and the moderate
class collaborationist component of the working class

spactrum; . nor will it be without consequences in the
realm of repression, which will urdoubtedly emerge
amboldened from this important Christion Democratic
success, nor on the support the proletarion program and
the advance toward people's power will be able to ob=
tain in the movement, . . .

In reality, behind the results of thase elections o new
and substantial step has been taken, certainly not under
the most favorable conditions, toward o tougher closs
corfrontation. The government solution that was unoble
1o be craated by these elections will certainly not be
able to emerge from a second run of elections in the
rather short term, as many are already proposing.

VIALADC!

POTERE A CHI LAVORA

VOTA DEMOCRATIA ,<3OCH4
PROLETARIA o ‘\}\
PERILGOVERNO [ [ 2%\ |
ALLE SIMISTRE | #N7 /)
N Y

2o E1®

-

The ungovernability of the country = which is the rich-
est and most complex, and thus most ambivalent fruil

of tha grewing closs confrantation in ltaly during past
vears — can find it autlet only on the terrain of the
relationship of ¢lass forces,

I+ must be the growth of the mass movement, the mave=
ment of the organized forces of the workess in the fac-
tories, of the unemployed, of the soldiers, of women,
youth, students, of the general mebilization against
Fascism and reaction that we have seen at work 1o power=
fully in this election campaeign; it must be this force

that imposes its gwn solutions to the institutional crisis

of the country, to prevent the PC| and PS| from con=
tinuing to fuel the Christian Democratic desire not 1o

let itself be removed from power.

The crisis of the DC has reached a point of no return
that the political events of the past year have high-
lighted beyond all doubt ard which will certainly not
be able to be turned around by the electoral success of
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June 20. This crisis must go through to the end: the
break of the DC, which will create a left majority in
the country and in parliament that is not yet possible
through electoral arithmetic, . . .

We ore not yet prepared to draw o bolonce-shest of
these elections, both because we frarkly did nat expect
the results and because we still lack all the analytical
data. We may nonetheless note that it would be on im=
portant verification of the unity achieved through the
united slate (which we continue to consider a politically
positive and irreversible result) iF all the organizations
that must share responsibility for the result, whather
they like it or not, choose o proceed to a cammon anal-
vais of it,

Here we only wont to mention o few poinfs that seem

to us important to bear in mind: There is no gatting
oway from recognizing the modest character of the re=
sulti-achieved. But this must not lead us 1o ignore the
Foct of the richness of relations with the masses that

we of Lotta Continua, and in vorious ways the other
components of Democrazia Proletaria as well, estab-
lished in the course of the electoral campaign, This
fecture of the campaign has no comparisen in any other
period of the history of the revolutionary left; it can
and must immediately constitute the point of departure
for advancing @ mass discussion on the political perspec-
tives of this phase ond on the role of revalutionaries,

a discussion that is now Fully maturing within the move=
ment and which 1t Is no longer possible to avald,

fe for the numerical espect of these election results,
we do not intend to underestimate the manner in which
a series of factors weighed negatively on Lotta Con-
tinua: the exclusion from the heod of the slate in all
districts: the small number of candidates we got and

the refusal to run some of our comrades ai candidates;
our substantial exclusion from televition and rodio brood-
casts; the insufficiency of the material ressurces placed
at the disposal of eur campaign, and the absurdly “sep-
arote" character that waos most often imposed on our
campaign by the other components of DP.

But all these elements come to bear as foctors intensify-
ing the more general tendency which, in lorge part in=
dependent of our role, impelled the workers to bloc
solidly around the PC| even more than last June 15, o
tendency that expressed the will to "evertake" the DC.
This was probably underestimated on our part,

It was this tendency which cut to the bone the number
of our voters among the "spectum” of workers influenced
by our intervention ond proposals, ond resulted in a
real collapse of the previous electoral bose of Demo-
crazia Proletatia and in particular of the PDUP. This
collapse was probably not unrelated to the desire of @
component of the PDUP to "punish” the united list that
was imposed against its will, But this Is a subject we
intend lo toke up again when we hove more docu-
mented facts at our disposal . And, we repeat, we will
do so in a frank and unitary confrontation with the
other components of Democrazia Proletaria. [

Mere than any other election of the past thirty years,
June 20 reflected @ growing political ond social polari-
zation in the country, whose roots go bock to 1948,
The two antaganistic classes assembled arcund the DC
an the ane hand and the PC| on the other as their fun-
damental politicel expressions, The [nevitable corse-
quence has been the erosion and crumbling of the so-
called minarity or intermediary parties. . . .

The PC was able to recover to o greater extent than it
hed hoped exactly because it was once again considered
the anly valuable, or relatively valusble, pole by all
the exploiting layers, by all those whe have something
to defend, who have, or think they have, a privileged
position, who fear that they would bear the costs of the
more or less profound transformations that could have
occurred in the event of o victory of the workers par-
Hes. In the context of this generalized offensive, some
of the traditional ideclogical arguments that exert a
mystifying influence on some popular layers that hove
no cbjective intersst in defending the status que found
a certgin echo, even though limited,

The new success of the PCI, which registered mportant
advances nearly everywhere, even compared with the
results of the June 1975 regional elections, is the elec-
toral and parliomentary expression of two convergent
phenomena. The first is the growing homogenization
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and political maturation of the werking class, with the
consequent search for an instrument of pelitical and or-
ganizational unification, a sentiment that is felt even
among strata that In the past were not paliticized or ware
even under the ideclogical influence of the clms enemy.
The second is the tendency, ever more notable, toward
a polorization around the working class of broader toil-
ing strato ond considerable sectors of the petty bour-
geoisie. It is the simultaneity and extent of these two
factars that explain both the general electoral success
of the PCl ond its leaps forward in certoin striking

cases [such o MNaoples).

The P5l, which has historically played the role of med-
erate force in the worken spectrum (in spite of ccco-
sional pseudomaximalist outbursts the tactical charoc-
ter of which was anly too clear), inevitobly had to pay
the price for the radicalization and polarization that
the strategy of the center-left had tried for long yeers
to averi. For the rest, the secretary of the PSI himself
was compelled to declare, significantly: "If radicali-
zation wos charocteristic of the election, it must be
recognized that this did not halp the P51, just as it has
never helped it at any time in the party's history,”

The DC succeeded in ovoiding o further electoral de-
cline and was oble te recover, maintaining its position
of relative majerity. It won a significant vote omong
the vouth, not only as a result of the factors mentioned
above, but olso because of Tts considerable efforts to
octively orgonize and mobilize at least a part of the
sociol strata among which it hod long since tried to
maintain its hagemony through institutional sfructures
and patronoge (the effort made through the orgoniza-
Hon "Comunione e Liberaziona" is typical in this re=
gard). The results achieved by the DC are obviously
an impartant point to the advantage of the bourgeoisie.
But this observation must not allow us to farget that:

a) ln very large measure the recovery of the DC oc-
curred at the expense of farmations that over the past
thirty years at various moments and in various combina=
Hons have constituted integral elements, nearly always
neaded in parliament, in the formation and maintenance
of the ruling political blec. . . .

b) Inspite of the decline of the PS| and the stagno=
tion of DP, the front of the formations that are port of
the workers mevement registered a further odvance,

All things considered, this remains the most significant
aspect of the evalution of the relationship of class forces,
which thus continues to be faverable to the working
class, aven wm reflected in the deformed mirror of an
election.

Why the failure of Democrazia Proletaria

The overall results of the list of DP, more modést than
hod been foresesn even by the mest sober forecaths, in-
contestably represent o failure for the far left as a
whole, This is especially true since In some districts
of Emilia and Tuscany and in the district of Calobria
thare were especially notable declines and even In the
bastion of Lombardy and Milan there were slight dips.
The limited odvances elsewhere (for the most part ex-
plainable by the specific choracteristics of the situa-
tion; For example, the case of Turin, where lost year
the list was exclusively of AD), the ochigvement of a
quorum in the Milon-Pavia district, and the slection
of six porliomentory deputies, which is not negligible
and can offer new margins for politicol action, none-
theless do not compersate for the averall fallure,

Objective Factors most probably played the decisive
role here. Fundomentally, it must be noted that the
acute polarization that vccurred in the compaign acted
te the disadvantoge of DP; some of whase potential
vaters preferrad to give the PCl a boost (this occurred
above all in the areas in which the PDUP ran alone in
1975). But unless It wants to accept being ploced in
the category of the "minor" or "intermediary" forma-
tions, DP must fully assimilate the meaning of this fact,
During Hmes of social ond political crisis, & revelu-
tionary formation cught to be aided by the polarization
and should grow, not decline. |f the controry oceurs,
as happened to the DP on June 20, this means that the
formation in question was not or did not appear to be
capable of fulfilling its tasks, either becouse it did not
emerge s an effectively proletarion force or becouse
it mode mistokes that compromised its credibility as an
alternative pale to the reformist orgonizations.

The electoral test hos in fact furnished new elements
with which to analyze the social composition of DP and
of the far left more generally, The fact that a not un-
important part of the DP's potential base was attracted
to the Partito Radicale (Radical party) is a confirmation
of the breadth of the radicalized perty-bourgesis com-
ponent on which the far left has been able and will be
oble to exert aninfluence, not because of its ability

to provide an overall revalutionary sirategy, but be-
cause of its ability to woge certain consistént democrotic
hattles to which the traditional workers parties either
have not committed themselves at all or have done so
anly belatedly and with constant vacillations. The ex-
odus of a part of the voters of the PDUP — which orig=
inated politically from the PSIUP and whose social com-
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pasition is proletarion or popular = on the other hand,
demonstrates the precariousness of an influence that
las been gained not an the basis of clority bot with a
large measure of ambiguity.

Even more important, in the final analysis, the majority
of the people whe voted for DP on June 20 are petty
bourgeois, A detailed analysis of the breakdown of the
vate within districts will parmit more precise evaluation.
Mevertheless, both on the basis of the summary analysis
of the vote by area ard on the basis of the assumption
that @ not negligible number of the millions of student
voters went with the DP, it follows that only a very
modest if not imsignificant part of the working class
opted for the united list of the for left, There is o
douht that the attitude token during the labor contract
battles by the PDUP, and to o lesser extent by AC,
naither of which contribated at any time or ot any level
to comtructing o real alternative te the bureaucratic
leadership in the unions and factory councils, and the
incapacity of the far left in general to oppeor os a cred=
ible reference point for all the militants and codres who
were strongly critical of the official platforms and
methads of struggle comstituted a very serious obstacle
— in the glven context, probably o decisive one — o
a broodening of the influence of the far left within the
working closs and to the improvement of ifs social com-
pasition.

The situation that has arisen in the student movement
during the past year also affected the results of the DP.
The uncertainty of strategies and methods, the oppor-
tunist osclllations that emerged at the time of the Fight
ogoinst the government-decreed educational raform,
ard above all the negative conclusion of thot fight,
contributed fo the relative weakening of the movement,
which retained its vigor only insome sectors and for
|imited period. A visible consequence of this was not
only the progressive broadening f the arsa of influence
of the refarmists, but also of the oudience won by re-
actionary forces like the DC's Comunione e Libero-
zione, .+«

The manrer in which the united list weas arrived af ond
the way the slectoral compaign was waged increased
the difficulties and probably contributed to the failure
that occurred. The obsolutely necessary critical and
seli-critical reflection must be based on the following
elemants:

g} The initial rejection of the united list by the
PDUP, confirmed inits theoretical line by the last Cen-
tral Committee session before the elections, and the
limited acceptance of the unitary solution on the part
of AQ made the operation less credible from the very
outset, The argument advanced after the occord by the
PDUP and o a lesser extent by AD that the united list
represenied a device aimed at preventing dispersion of
the vate much more than a political convergence worked
in the same direction. Moreover, in spite of various at-
tempts, not even the two original companents of DP
were chle to arrive at a common program, thus giving
DP even more the appearance of a formation with little

i8

homogeneity, All this had that much greater effect in
that the PDUP made by far the preponderant use of the
mass media during the compaign.

b) The formation of the slate was carried out in @
clearly discriminatery manner, primarily against Lotta
Continua but olso against other components such as the
GCR, with genuine bureaucratic impositions and with=
out a correct application of objective criteria. The same
criterion, procloimed in words by everyone, of the pri-
ority of having o "movement" candidacy was applied
or ignored according fo the convenience of the PDUF
or AQ), with the result that some meaningful condidacies
were rejected while others, much more dubious to judge
from the results, were Imposed without so much hair=
splitting. The agreements reached at the top an prefer-
ence votes and the competition that inevitably resulted
completed the picture. Result: none of the "movement
condidates” were elected and only one was able to get
o seat, after one of the PDUP leaders stepped down.

c) In nearly all cases, the PDUP and AQ rejected
any forii of common electoral campaign, os o result of
which DP appeared as o formation supported by two,
three, and even four campaigns that were antning but
convergent. The rank-ond-file campaign organizations,
the DP committess, were created only in o very partial
way. On this field also the monopolizing will of the
POUP and AO prevailed; in the best of cases, they fo-
vored DP committees as instruments for their own pra-
cess of palitical and arganizational unification.

d) Efforts af programmatic eloboration were undoubt=-
edly mode by various formatiors, ond these efforts, to-
gather with the discussions that preceded the formation
of the united slate, comtituted one of the most pasitive
slements of the process now under way within the for
laft. But these efforts did not give rise to real confron=
tations and, worse yet, they were reflected in the elec-
toral campaign only in a frogmented and marginal way .
Only several thousand of the readers of the far left dai-
lies were invelved in reading and thinking cbout the
texts, while the hundreds of thousands of voters were
not affectad.
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¢) All the components of DP, including the GCR,
proved little capable of using language understandable
to the brood masses, thus making it more difficult to
conduct the indispensable dialogue with the militants
and voters of the troditionol workers parties,

All this sericusly compromised the possibility of DP ap-
pearing as a credible pole to mass sectors influenced

by the reformist bureoucracy. At least one of the com-
ponents of DP squarely renounced attempting to win

PC1 and PS1 voters to DP (with the result that in certain
areas former PDUP voters were won over by the polemics
of the PCI). More generclly, there was often a combina-
tion between @ weak consistency of strotegic counter-
position and a banal polemic, often waged by the lead-
ers of the organizations, sometimes even incorrect but
in any event counterproductive,

Political erisis of the bourgeoisie is not
overcome

The ltalion bourgeoisie, like the International bourgeoi-
sie, can rejoice at having escoped the donger of a ma-
jority of the workers parties, Mare gconcretely, the bour-
gesisie can comsider it positive — correctly so, from

its standpaint = that the DC survived the most difficult
test of its history and continues to represent a decisive
political instrument, the central element of the future
gavernment farmula. In this serse, disappointment at

the results of June 20, not only ameng the militants of
the far left but also, in a differant way, among the
militants of the PCl, hos an objective base, It is clear
that in the period immediately aheod this will create a
less favorable general context for relaunching great
struggles than was generolly thought before June 20,

Mevertheless, the objective situation and its trends do
not point to any reversal of the frend, nor to any impor-
tant change. After all, & we hove already pointed out,
the results of June 20 have revealed a further evalution
of the relationship of forces in favor of the working
class, even compared with Juns 15, 1975, which hed
also registered a very pronounced evalution in this di-
rection,

The principal consequence is that no more than in the
post does the bourgeoisie command any new government
formula that can be put into practice in the short term
capable of crystollizing a new ruling palitical bloc.

In parliamentary terms, and even mare 3o in terms of
the real relationships in society, the possible choices
have not widened but have been narrowed down. In=-
deed, the center majority no longer exists, nor does o
center-right majority that would inclyde the M51-Destra
Mazicnale. Theoretically, the only possibilities are o
return to the center-left or a historic compromise for=
mula (given the present relationship of forces, 1t is sec-
andary whether the minor parties are included or not).
Solutions of @ ane-party government or other possible
concoctions would be enly variants of the two major

alternatives. It is not possible here to go inte the rela=
tive probability of this or that solution. But if one re-
calls the elementary fact that the paralysis that led to
the early elections was created because the center-left
was exhausted and the Christian Democracy and ifs al-
lies firmly rejected the historic compromise in all its
possible variants, then the imposse that continues to
exist ofter June 20 appears in its full clerity. In the
immediate future, this impasse is oggravated by the
P51's confirmation of its opposition te @ new version of
the center-left (comprehensible in that the P51 does

not wish to suffer further losses on ifs left) and by the
attitude of the DC, which, after waging the electoral
campaign in a very precise direction, would hava enor=
maus difficulties in making o 180 degree turn and ac-
cepting the overtures of the PCI (in such an eventuality,
there would be possibilities of revalts by some parlia-
mentary groups and svan organizational breaks with

the party).

The conclusion is that the crisis of leadership of the
bourgeoisie has not at all begun to be salved and that
the immediate period now opening will continue to be
one of strang instability, of persistent internal contra-
dictions in the ruling clas front. . ., .

The entire preceding analysis, in addition to the more
comprehensive analysis of the past several yean, im-
plies that the warkers movement may find Tself in o
situation that 1s contradictory in certain respecis, As
far as the state of spirit of the masses is concemed, af
least in the shart run, the combination of relative dis-
appointment ot the fact that the Christian Democrocy
hung on and consciousness of the increased strength of
the major workers parties will have effects. More gen-
erally, the pressures of fundamental needs, which in
the final analysis can be reduced to the demand for Job
security ard defense of living standards, not only will
not be attenuated but moy become even strongar, if
the present econamic trends continue. |n such a con=
text, conditions will exist for new impetwous mass mo-
bilizations with the working class at the center but co-
pable of drawing in brooder layers of the toiling popu-
lation. The ohstacle to the effective develepment of
such movements, and, even mare clearly, to their posi=-
tive outcome, will contirue to be the difficulty of de-
veloping mobilizations of such scope with the odvanced
objectives dictated by the situation, objectives that
tend to be of a transitional nature, in the dbsence of

a leadership determined to relaunch the confrontation
and fo favor an anticapitalist dynamic of the movement.

Even more than In the past, then, the role of the trade-
union and political organizations of the proletariat will
be decisive for the very initiation of brood mass move=
ments. MNew possibilities are opening for the new van=
guard and the orgonizations of the far lefr, and they
will be put to new tests, Objectively, it will be pos—
sible to toke those steps forward that were not taken
during the lest campaign around the labor contracts.
The possibility of concretely and eredibly relaunching
struggles for overall palitical objectives will depend

in large measure on success on this terrain.
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COATES

waiting for sepiember

— by M. SAURA

What is going fo hoppen in September? For the past few
weeks, this question hot been on everyone's lips through-
out the country, the bourgeoisie mking it fearfully, the
workers in a defiant tone. The specter of September

goes hand in hond with o record rate of inflation, on

the order of 25 percent a year, o clearly unviable gov-
ernment referendum, an ever greater and more threaten-
ing activity on the part of the mosses. It is this specter
that provoked the fall of Arias Navarro.

It is eosy to give o more detailed listing of the basic
regsors for Arias's "resignation.” What is genuinely
difficult is to explain how he had been oble to main=
tain himself ot the heod of the government for so long,
during the most combative six months of the postwar
pariod, the most economically discstrous six months
since 1959, the most uncontrolled political, social,
and economic period in the entire history of the dicta-
torship. Only the profound crisis of power of the Span=
ish bourgeoisie accounts for how o government whose
function comisted of "controlling the reform of Franco-
ism" was able to hold on so long in spite of its very
lack of control.

Thers was no "control" ond almost as little “reform. "
Especially during past weeks, when the most important
lows of the government project were suppoted to be
passed (the law on political association and the reform
of the Penal Code), the situation has been virtually sur-
realistic.

In Spain today there is a law, opproved by an over-
whelming majority in the Cortes (parliament), that ou=
thorizes the formation of all political parties, "except
those prohibited by the Penal Code." But ot the same
time, the Penal Code prohibits all parties, without ex-
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ception, Thiz same Corfes approved, practically unani-
"l'lcuil:r'; some general g;:;rje'imﬂ'i far reform of the
Penal Code explicitly propesing that those “argoniza-
tians, subject to intemational discipline, that aspire
te establish @ tatalitarian regime" be kept illegal, an
"mtute" formula by which to maintain the communist
organizations in illegality while outhorizing the Falange,
whose program upholds "the totalitarian state." Only
one waek later, the Cortes committee entrusted with
converting these "orientations" into a specific bill
adopted, ogain by a large mojority, o new draft of the
text in which oll reference ko "totalitarianism" and
"international discipline™ hos disoppeared, replaced

by @ vague allusion to the necessity of “respecting hu-
man dignity" and defending "political pluralism, "

A is well known, the projects of the govermnment call

for continuing the illegal status of the Communist party
"during an initiol phase." But the key men of the gov-
ernment, such as Minister of fthe Interior Fraga, have
told their own political groups — Reforma Demacrética
in Froga's case — that the CP should have been legalized
immediately and that the government mode o serious
mistake in net doing so. The Future has to be guurantesd.,

All these events, and the list could be lengthened, cor-
respand to the impossibility of reforming Francoism on
the basis of the Francoist apparatus iself and to the
owareness on the part of the bulk of the bourgeoisie that
granting legality to the entire workers movement is in-
evitable in the short term. These are the walls that en-
close the narrow alley of the "Francoist reform. "

The culmination of the crisis centered around the refer-
endum, posed under conditions that endangered the
crown. A few days age, leading reprasentatives of the



“democratic” bourgeoisie sent @ memorandum to the
king warning him of the dangens involved if the refer-
endum were actually held, not only because the result
of the vote could be negative — which had been totally
excluded by the farcical electoral rules under which it
was te be conducted — but also becouss the king would
appear directly implicated in the froud, and it is well
known that the bourgeoisie has an interest in making
the monarchy the fundamental political factor stabiliz-
ing the state. Moreover, the political aggressiveness
of the Francoist far right wos on the rise, with the de-
liberate objective of forcing the king to reaffirm his
sath of loyalty to "July 18." The Froncoist Senate had
passed a similar motion, and Girdn, one of the leaders
of the Francoist bunker, wrote a similar memorandum,
sent, significantly, to the most fascist general in the
Spanish army, Milans de Bosch, chief of the Acorozado
Brunete Division, the most powerful ond best equipped
unit of the Spanish armed forces.

In this situation, the king decided to dispense with
Arios. This move mel with an enthusiastic response from
the majority of the bourgeols opposition; anly the far
right expressed timorous reticence.

Thare Is o Spanish proverb that says, "Man is the anly
animal that trips twice on the same stone. " This bit of
old populor wisdom gives a good picture of the i e =
diate political future of the bourgeoisie. The fall of
Arias mariks the end pot of the project of "Francoist re-
form, " but only of the finst version of 1t. MNow the sec-
ond will begin. Until the compasition of the new gov-
arnment is known it will not be possible to detail the
new toctics of the Francoist monarchy, But one may
assume that:

*there will be an attempt fo convoke the general
alections now scheduled for the second quarter of next
year, maintgining the communist organizations in o po=
sitlon of "tolerated" illegality, the margins of tolerance
sbvicusly being dependent on the circumstances and
the activity of the various ergenizations;

* there will be an attempt to obtain the more or less
critical support of the bourgasis oppesition sectors and
of the Social Demaocracy;

*there will be an attempt to make the government
indepandent of the Francoist apparatus.

In sum, the government will try to directly assume o
"Bonapartist” role within the bourgeoisie; the king him=
self will be presented as having broken completely with
Arias olready several months ago, The methods will
change, but the objective remains: 8ig capital hopes

to realize its dream of commanding o strong monarchist
state with a parliament with a solid bourgesis majarity
and with a considerable sector of the working class un-
der the hegemany of the Social Democracy.

But September will come. It will undoubtedly bear new
promises. The majority of the bourgeois oppasition will
probobly ask for @ "margin of confidence” in the new
government, but without directly compromising itself
with that government. The far right will continue to
comspire, blocking the reform projects within the Fran=
colst institutions as for as possible, preparing Th own
intervention in the elections, organizing its "strategy
of tension” through the threats and attacks of ifs armed
gangs, There is not sufficient space here to give o de-
tailed analysis of the new internal political contradic-
tiors of the bourgeocisie, the form in which its vorious
factions will adapt to the new situation. But in any
event, what is certain is that the octivity of the masses
will spread, that the struggles in the factories, neigh-
borhoods, and schools, the struggles of youth, of women
that we have seen since January will be but a modest
prelude to a "hot autumn.” The mobilization of the
warkers will not be held back by promises or "partial
conquests, "

A few days ago, 50,000 demonstratars from all the
populer neighbarhoods of Modrid shouted “Madrid is
ours!” This wos not an illusion, but a challenge. It re=-
flects the state of mind of millions of Spanish workers
whe will not ceose to fight until "Madrid" i really
theirs,
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BOLIVIA

NEW ESCALATION

OF RE

Thousands of high-school students in the major cities

of Bolivia hod been mobilizing for reduction of military
ervice and for freedom to form their own "federociones
de estudiantes de secundaria” (federations of high-school
students). When the news came that former Balivian
President J.J. Tarres hod been murdered in Argenting,
the protest spread, students demanding that the mur=
derers be extrodited; the student mobilizations gained
greater amplitude. On June B police and army units
opened fire on a streef demonstration n Orure. The re-
sponse to this crime was the generalization of the stu-
dent mobillzation throughout the country. The dictarer-
ship conceled closses in all educational institutions,
decreeing "winter vacation, "

The murder of General Tarres shock all sectors of the
country and triggered protest sirikes in the mines and
some foctories; there were declarations of mourning

and demands for the extradition of those responsible,

Banzer and company reacted to this in a contradictary
manner, which revealed the existence of differences
and conflicts within the ruling opparotus. AF first he
decided to have Torres's body shipped back to Bolivia,
declared national mourning, and then, in a written
message, stated that "the doors of Bolivia are open to
all those Bolivians who feel persecuted abrood. " But
then, the next doy, the dictatorship hod to make a
shift. In face of the impoct of the death of Torres, with
the miners demanding that he be buried in the mines,
mobilizations being prepared to accompany the funeral
cortege, and so on, Banzer and his generals became
Frightened and carceled the repatriation of the body.

The Miners Congress of Corocoro, which met May 1-7,
aofter approving its socialist theses, voted fo launch o
struggle for wage incregses of at least .80 Bolivian
pesos, which is nevertheless below the basic minimum
and barely compersates for the decline of real wages
that has oceurred during the pait three years of woge
freeze.

Repressive escalation

Faced with this situation, the dictatorship of the foscist
gorilles resorted to violence, In the early hours of

June 9 the dictatorship, which had tried to assert its
autharity and popular support, lost its head and decreed
a state of siege. The mining districts of Catavi, Siglo
XX, Huanuni, Celquiri, Corocoro, Quechisla, and
San José were ordered occupied by the military. Lead-
ers of the miners union were seized, as were university
students in Sucre, Cochobamba, Oruro, ond La Paz,

The heroic districts of Catavi=Siglo XX launched o
workers counteroffensive. They avoided on armed clash
with the army occupiers, whose First objective was to
silence the workers radio stations, but at the same time
they declared o strike. The workers walked aut. The
trade-union leaders took refuge in the mines, with their
thousands of meters of tunnels, and from these bastions
they directed the resistance, which was waged around
the following demands:

1) Immediate withdrawal of all military forces from
the mining districts,

2) Release of all leoders of the mineworkers union,
other workers leaders, and students who hod been de-



tained.

3) Return of the miners rodio stations, especially
Voz del Minera, 21 de Diclembre, and Radiomesoros
Pio XIl. Guarantess that these stations could function.

4) Wage and salary increases for the mineworkers.

5) Immediate extradition of those resporsible for
the murder of ex-president J. Torres.

The leadears of the minewarkers union who hod not been
arrested reconstituted the leadership, and on June 13
they approved a reselution calling for generalizing the
strike to all notionalized mines and all sectors offili-
ated to the miners federation, Huanuni, Quechisia,
Potosf, San José, Colquirl, and other smaller mines in
the nationalized mine system immediately went on strike.
The mining cooperatives joined in, Seven of the coun-
try's nine universities declared indefinite general strikes
in support of the miners. The most militant factories

also went on strike for periods of twenty=four or forty-
eight hours.

Banzer hod not expected such on energetic workers and
people's response, In desperation he concentrated all
his forces on breaking up the strikers in the mines. The
nationalized mines were declared military zones and
their inhabitants, the miners, were subjected to the
Military Penal Code. The dictatorship threatened to
invode the mines with "ormed peasants” and a number
of suppased pemant organizations were ordered to issue
communiqués and resolutions calling for this,

A genocidal crime

In an attempt to prevent the trade=union leaders who
had taken refuge in the mines from continuing to direct
the resistance, army soldiers were pasted at the mine
entrances to prevent any persons or supp“es from enter-
ing. Electrified wire fences were strung up and the water
and air supplies were cut off. The miners responded with
greater firmness.,

Then, in an attempt to defeat the civilian population
of the two districts, which is estimated at 50,000 in-
cluding the miners and their families, the dictatorship
surrounded the food warehouses (Pulperfas) and cut off
the electricity and drinking water in all mining camps.
This was an unprecedented crime, of a genocidal type.

The Inhabitonts of the mining comps — miners, wemen,
children, and old pecple — were thus candemned fo
hurger ond disease, without recourse lo hygiens and
medicine. This crime must be denounced by the whole
civilized world. The revolutionary organizations through-
out the world must raise their voices bo condemn and
dencunce |t before all international bodies, Commissions
must be prepared to go to Bolivia to support the miners

in struggle.

In its attempts o divide and break the resistance of the
miners, the military dictatorship decreed a woge in=-
crease (called a "rationalization") that amounts to 22-
30 percent and claimed to open a "dialogue” with the
ronk and file miners. After making this claim, and after
the military occupation of Catavi, Banzer visited this
district., But he was rejected by the miners. After this
experience he refrained from going to Sigle XX and
Huanuni.

it isurgent to organize
a campaign to denounce
the conditions under
which bolivia lives

The struggle of the Balivian people is a difficult one.
But Balivia is the country in Latin America in which the
recomposition of the workers movement and the left has
advanced furthest since the fascist military coup in 1970.
The situation in Bolivie must continue fo occupy an im=
portant place in the concerns of the revelutionary or=
gonizations and messes of the world, It is urgent fo or-
ganize a campaign to denounce the conditions under
which Bolivia lives: the struggle of Bolivia's proletariat,
especially the miners, ond studenfs must be supported.
World solidarity con prevent the isolation of the mining
centers surrounded by the army. World selidarity must
prevent the isolation of the Bolivian masses in struggle.

Huanuni, June 15, 1976
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BEHIND CHINA'S
POLITICAL CRISIS

by 8.5. WU

Just when general speculation had it that the "anti-
ightist" campaign was foding from the Chinese polit-
ical scene, there waos an unexpecred eruption: the vio=
lent, spontanecus demonstration in Peking on April 5
ftee INPRECOR, Mo.50, Agril 29), followed by the
decision of the porty Political Bureau fo discharge Jeng
Hsioo~ping fram all his posts, leaving him only his mem-
‘bership Tn the Communist party. What will be the con-
sequences of these two political events? What Js the
reason for the “anti-rightist" campaign? Is it simply a
continuation of the cultural revelution? What are the
underlying social couses of the recent struggle and how
will the masses respord to 1t7 What is the nature of the
contending factions within the Communist party? Thete
are some of the important questions posed by the events,

To attempt to orswer them, we must first examine the
situation that prevailed in the country ofter the cultural
revolution,

1. THE POST-CULTURAL-REVOLUTION
SITUATION

The period fhat began with the Minth Congress of the
Chinese Communist party (CCP) in April 1969 and ended
with the death of Chou En-lai in Jonuary of this vear
was marked by two choracteristics: First, the increasing
power of the in the state apparotus with the con-
solidation of Lﬁ_{nﬁf]nu'i position, followed by its decline
with his downfall; second, the quiet rehabilitation of
an entire loyer of "copitalist rooders” who hod been de-
posed during the cultural revalution, This turn wos ac-
componied by o number of political compaigns represent-
ing partially hidden foctional struggles in the party .,

As former odministrators regained their posts, the "new-
born elements" of the cultural revelution disappeared

ar were weokened and some pre-cultural-revolution
domestic policies were reinstituted. The death of Chou
represented the disappearance of the indispensable
bridge through which the party and state opparatus hod
been able to reestablish their unity and functions, de-
spite the temporarily concealed hostilities among vari-
ous factions and groups.

In fact, the cultural revolution hod not established unity
within the CCP. The only point on which all the vari-
ous foctions and groupings were united was the urgent
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need to uproot the independent political developmen:
that amerged from the rebellious Red Guard movement
and to rebuild the party and state machine, frogmented
during the cultural revolution. The Maoist faction did
not win politically. In bringing the cultural revolution
to an end, the Maoist foction was compelled to make
twio concessions. The army weos recognized o the only
effective instrument with which to reestablish social
order and put an end to the mass movement. At the some
time, concessions were mode to the majority of state
and party codres, not a few of whem had been fought
os followers of Liu Shas-chi's "block line." Bated o

it was on o compromise, the new unity was bound to be
short-lived. Two years after the Ninth Congress, Lin
Pioo was suddenly purged under circumstances that re-
main mysterious, But considering the qualitative change
that hod cccurred in China's foreign policy vis=a=vis
the imperialist powers and the Soviet Union and the
charge that Lin had been siding with the "Soviet revi-
sionists, " it may be assumed that there had been a sharp
conflict over foreign policy. This wos one ospect of the
background to the purge of Lin, The other sspect was
that as long a5 the ermy retained ifs control over society,
the party's weight in the running of the state would be
reduced and the close ties between the party and the
masses would consequently be jeopardized, This would
be in contradiction to the positions, policies, and in=-
terests of the Maoist faction.

But apart from the detafls of the Lin Pioo purge, the
event itself confirmed that the cultural revalution had

in foct ended in a compromise without which the entire
fragmented bureaucracy would hove been in grave dan-
ger. But it wos a compromise the Moo faction would
tolerate only temporarily ond for purely tactical reasons.

Back to the ‘good old days’

In the wake of the downfall of Lin Piao, the pre=cul=
tural-revolution order began to reemearge, os was most
tellingly manifested in the return.of Jeng Hsiao-ping

In April 1973, In foct, almast all the '_iccrphafis'r roaders'
who hod been purged during the cultural revolution,
except for Liu Shao-chi himself, emerged from their po=
litical exTte"snd returned To the party and state appa-
ratus, in many coses in posts even higher than those from
which they had previously been deposed, This was o
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natural trend. For one thing, who else could fill the
vacuum ofter several years of semimilitary control fol-
lowed by the sudden exit of the army from the political
scene? For another, the policies of the Mooist faction
became extremely ineffective, unable os they were to
arouse moss initiatives under the existing bureaucratic
control, Thus, there was growing discontent among the
masses and ot |least doubts among many party cadres,

In this sense, the late Chou En-loi's escendancy in the
state apparatus was not at all o personal achievement.
Rather, it correspanded to the aspirations and mood of
significant sections of the masses ond many codres whao
were then looking for "stability." This wos a silent but
very powerful tendency. The Maoist faction ylelded 1o
it, and it was further strengthened by the retum of many
“capitalist rooders," Chou En-lal's last great "contri-
bution” to the CCP was to lead it through this silent
"revolution” while avoiding open confrontation.

The Maoist foction began to coutieusly resist this process
through organizing political mass movements like the
"writicize Lin=criticize Confuciows" campaign, the
“agairst the tide" compaign, the “anti-bourgeois=rights"
compaign, the ogricultural campaign, and the "educe-
tion revolution" compaign. With the exception of the
last one, however, all these campaigns remained on

the level of propagande ond acted mainly to test the
strength of the Maoist faction within the porty and
among the masses. The Mooist faction avoided open
confrontation with the returned bureaucrats and their

supporters in the party, who In tum responded to the
Magist campaigns by containing and redirecting them.
They were able to do this primarily because the major
components of the state machine were on their side and
the Maoist compalgns lacked papular suppert anyway.
The masses received these campaigns with a sort of rit=
ual and formal response at best. Thus, the returred bu-
requcrats and thelr supporters in the party (whom, for
simplicity's sake, we will refer to as the “reversionists")
held a batter position than the Mooists in terms of the
relationship of forces within the party and state appa-
ratus and omong the masses.

The lower cadres: confusion and
demoralization

Throughout the pest-cultural=revalution period, perhaps
o other forces were os disturbed, confused, and demor=
alized as the lower-ranking codres of the party and the
state apparatus. Their dilemma was — and remains —
rooted In the fact that they had no choice but to imple-
ment the policies decided on by higher authorities. To
defy fhose policies would mean political extinction.

8ut in implementing these policies they were liable to
future punishment for having carried out a line suddenly
deemed to have been false, This is o lessan they had
learried from all the twists and turns and ups and downs
of the line struggles of the post-liberation period, les-
sors that were learned most painfully during the cultural
revolution, A the same time, the shifts in policy were
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totally unpredictable. Yesterday American imperialism
was the embodiment of all evil; today one had to give
the warmest welcome fo the chiefs of this same imperi-
alism, Yesterday Lin Pigo was the infallible revelution-
ary successor to Chalrman Mao; today, os it turms out;
he was o counterrevolutionary virtually since birth.

These cadres faund the line struggles unfalding in the
top leadership virtually incomprehensible, and this wos
more frue than ever after the cultural revolution. There
is no mystary about the reason for this. In the acbsence
of democracy within the party, internal differences were
never discussed and resolved by majority declsion. In
fact, the lower codres were never even informed os dif-
ferences emerged in the leadership. The strange evolu-
tion of the internal struggle remained an enigma to these
codres, who were constantly compelled to guess which
way the wind was blewing. And guessing wos risky. One
could always fall in with the wrong side and then be
victimized.

At the same time, these lower-ranking codres hod another
dilemma to face. The third Chinese revelution, which
won victory in 1949, did not give rise to o powerful bu-
resucracy comparcble to that which existed in the Soviet
Union after the Stalinist reaction. To be sure, bureau=-
crotic control existed — and still does, But the mode of
existence of this control still depends 1o some extent on
the people's trust in the party, the party which led them
to. victory. Concurrently, the bureaucracy ¥ sufficiently
weak that in order to implement its policies, which are
decided on in the absence of proletarian democracy,

the cooperation of the masses is necessary. It is in this
sense that even now China maintains o sert of horizontal
democracy. The mases are allowed to discuss how best
te implemant the astigned policy (formulated outside
their control) and to work out oll details in doing so.
Becouse of this, the lower-ranking codres are compelled
to remain closely linked to the masses and must respond
to their moods in one way or another, In addition, in
implementing the assigned policy, these lower codres
are obliged fo explain its meaning to the masses, for
active implementation would otherwise be impeossible,
Hence, cadres who hove no idea what the policy is all
about have a hard time mobilizing the masses in its sup-
port,

During the post-cultural-revolution peried, and espe-
cially during the past few years, the woy these codres
respanded to this dilemma was simply to oveid concretely
implementing the poliey, thus leaving themselves a
cover in the event thot a later turn deemed the policy
completely wrong. This phenomenon wos so widespread
that time and time again the party and state had to call
upon the codres to implement the policies they received
from the top.

The codres did not dare to entirely fgnore the various
campaigns they were instructed ta carry out, but they
offered only ritualistic and formal responses. This is one
of the reasars why the various compaigns initiated by
the Maoist foction petered out ineffectively. The bu-
reaucracy as @ whole was thrown into real crisis by this

de focto sobotoge on the part of local codres throughout
the post-cultural-revelution peried, for it meant noth-
ing other than the wedokening of bureaucratic contral,
which threatened to effect the entire social structure

of the country. At the same time, the vacuum that arose
between the central outhorities in Peking and the grass
roofs offered room for independent development among
the masses. The chain of events thus set in motion wos

to eulminate in the confronmation in Tien An Men Square
on April 5, 1976.

The working class awakens

The Chinese revolution of 1949, unlike the Russian rev-
olution of 1917, was not a product of the ability of the
working class to copture and centralize state power in
its own hands. In this semse, the Chinese working class
has never "won" in the full serse of the ward, On the
sther hand, since it served s the party's main base In
the transfarmation of ald Chino and acted o5 the back-
bone of socialist economic construction, the working
class waos also never defeated politically. A the cless
that benefited most prafoundly from the revalution, the
warking class tended to become dependent on the party
and almeost unaware of the rapid burecucratization of
the revolution. As far as the party was concerned, the
submission of the working class was of central political
importance in the implementation of its campaigns. Con=
venely, dependence on the party was the political weak
point of the class. At the same time, this relationship
represented a frogile aspect of the power of the party
and the bureaucracy, since the burecucrocy could not
tisk an open political break with the workers. Conse-
quently, any independent political development amang
the working class could hove a direct and important ef-
fect and impect on the bureaucratic caste,

For more than twenty=five years, the CCP did not have
to waorry about the political loyalty of this closs.
Last year, however, this state of offairs changed dras-
tically, The decodes=long docility of the preletariat
came to an end, Workers struggles for better working
cordifions and pay increases were reported beginning
during the second half of 1974, In Canton there were
demonstrations by retired rank-and-file soldies wheo
went so far as to question the party's manogement and
attack it openly os "bureaucratic.” These retired sol-
diers had been workers before joining the army ond had
became workers again upon leaving it. According to
information received in Hong Kong, the 1974-75 wave
of workers struggles was highly spontaneous and had
chain-reaction effects. This indicated that the relatively
high political consciousness manifested during the sirike
octions was notsimply a local or regional phenomenon
but waos o national expression of the working class.

The way the CCP intervened to end these strikes was
significant, the events in Hangchow being the most re-
vealing cose, "-"!d"ang Hung-wen, "radical" rising star

in the party hiergfchy, o man highly touted for his pro=
letarian origins, failed in a desperate effort to pacify
the workers of Hangchow. The mogic of Macism, the



glorious "revelutionary” oppeal, and the outhority of
the Communist party had lost their power of persuasion
and moral authority. For the fimt time, the working
class said "No" — and strongly — to the party that was
supposed to represent them and to which they had ten-
dered their full trust and confidence. The sirike was
finally ended when the regime resorted fo the interven-
tion of the army, thanks to Teng.Hslae-ping, who hod
meanwhile returned to his post.

The wave of strikes must have been very extensive, for
marniy units of the army were placed on full alert and na-
tional raflway traffic was in disarray because of labor
disturbances. This is further confirmed by reports of sub-
stantial reductions in production as o result of strike oc-
tions. But above all, the workers initiotives signified
that even the firmest segment of the party's political
base hod been eroded ond gradually weakened, More-
aver, the workers strikes represented the first appecrance
of @ mass movement completely independent both of the
party as a whole and of any factions of the party, for
aven the well-known ultraleft tendency of the rebellious
Red Guard movement awed its emergence to the Maoist
faction.”®

e
\\
Teng Hsigo-ping

*We are referring here to the tendency that called for
the complete destruction of the state and party apparatus.
This tendency was somewhat different from the more gen-
eral rebellious Red Guard movement, for the latter never
had any clear idea of what to do with the state. On the
other hand, the rebellious Red Guard movement o a
whole was quite different from the conservative Red
Guards, who wonted fo shelter important portions of the
bureaucrocy from oftock.

= s .

Agriculture is a severe problem for China. For o quarter
of a century the party leadership has faced the problems
of ownership, of how to make collective agricultural
labor workable and effective, of how to achieve primi-
tive sccumulation based primarily on a subsistence level
of agricultural production, and finally, of how to begin
to mechanize and modernize agriculture, After bwenty=
seven years of rule, the CCP still confronts these same
problems, although in altered forms. History has shown
that what is invelved in these problems is not merely
the question of agricultural production, but pelitical
and social problems as well.

Befare the cultural revolution, there were two different
approaches to agriculture. The Maoists’ opproach was

a sort of "voluntarist" one, arguing that high political
consciousness would enable the masses to solve all prob=
lems. This policy ended in the ruins of the Great Leap
Forward and the sconomic catastrophes of the early
19é0s, The policy advocated by Liu Shoo-chi placed
greater emphasis on increasing the material gains of the
peasantry and even allowed the temporary development
of capitalism in the countryside, so long as agricul tural
p;ruducﬁun could be put ona sound foating.

During the post-cultural-revalution peried nothing in
the counlyyside has been substentially changed or im-
proved. The development of industry Is still too weak
to render very much support to the countryside. On the
contrary, industrial development has continued to rely
on "squeezing"” the peasantry. The black market still
flourishes, of least in southern China. Private exchanges
of products between brigades or production teams still
exist. Private plots, distinct from the collective lands,
still thrive, ond the peosants continue to exert greater
efforts in growing their own crops than they do in the
collective fields. It would be extramely difficult to
speed up agricultural production without raising the
standard of living of the pessantry and without an ele=
mentary industrialization of agriculture. At the some
time, the CCP, which continues to pursue the policy
of maximum accumulation at the cost of halding down
the living standards of the masses, is unakle to improve
corditions in the countryside substantially.

Moregver, there is another burning problem in the coun-
tryside: that of unemployable urban you th who are often
foreibly sent to settle down in villages for the rest of
their lives. According to official Figures, there are now
12,000, 000 such people. During the eorly and middle
1980s many youth volunteered to go to the countryside
in response to romantic appeals issued by the party. But
this idealism lost all its attraction as it ran info the hard
facts, Life in the countryside proved miserable. The ur-
ban youth who arrived there encountered hostility fram
the peasantry, found it difficult to support themselves
{let alone marry and raise families), and have often
been compelled to seek monthly stipends from their work-
ing-class parents, financially hard-pressed in any case.
In fact, many of these youth illegally mode their way
back to the cities. The deep-seated political discon-

-
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tent amang them (poarticularly since they hod been po=
Iitically active and experienced the upsurge of mass
movemenis during the cultural revolution) serves os o
fertile ground for the spread of revolutionary thought
and sction.

I1."CONTINUATION" OF THE CULTURAL
REVOLUTION

Leng before the prasent "anti-rightist" compaign, the
Magist foction had initioted abortive attempts against
the "“reversionists, " Two of the most obvious ones were
the "ogainst the tide™ campaign ond the “anti-bourgeois
rights" compaign, They were obortive in the sense that
they were blunted by the “reversionist” and lost their
political content. In order to understand these campaigns
it is important to remember that political polarization
first appeared within the top leadership of the party,
Moreover, the process of polarization and the resulting
conflicts take place in a bureaucratic structure within
which there is no internol democrocy, It was therefore
difficult For any Faction formed on the leadership level
to occurately judge fo what extent it could drow on sup=
port from the party, portially becouse cadres often hesi-
tated before affiliating to one or onather foction. Ba-
cause the relationship of forces between the two fac-
tions hos been unclear, the struggle between them has
token o peculior path. The grouping taking the offen-
sive generally launches a tentative ond educative cam-
paign, tentative in the sense that the results of and re-
sponses to the compaign would allow for calculation of
what sections of the bureoucrocy had understood and
positively responded to the campaign's message, educo-
tive in the sense that the campaign would serve as a
signal to the whole party bureaucracy that ancther line
struggle was shaping up. At the sama time, the positions
and arguments would be conveyed to the party cadres,
But the practical implementation of the compaign would
nat yet be fully explained. This is the sociol mechanism
of the foctional struggles in China.
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The abortive results of these campaigns showed that the
Mocist foction was not in a good position within the
party and stote aopparatus in terms of the balance of
forces. But because of the very abstract character of
these campaigns, their failure did not entail the defeat
of the Mooist faction in the struggle. At most, they
may be defined os setbacks for the Maoists, There were
many such setbocks before the present "antirightist"
compaign was lounched . Mevertheless, lost Movember
the Maoist faction lounched yet another campaign, one
with o more directly confrentationist and provecative
nature than mest of those of the pmt several years.

The ‘edueation revolution’

The "education revalution" exploded in November 1975,
Its ostensible aim was to oppose changes in the "new-
born" educational line that had followed the cultural
revalution and to attack Chou JunE-hsil_'!gI_‘_mFm'ﬂEr of

education, Tn particuldf,

OF the "new=born things of the cultural revolution, "
two features stond out. COne is the dogmatization and
vulgarization of the arts and literature — Chiang Ching’s
"mocel operas provide the best illustration, The "eul-
tural " campaigns have enabled the Maoist faction to
gain tight cantrol over propeganda chanpels, The sec-
ond feature i the overhouling of educational pelicy.
Under the new policy, institutions of higher learning

no longer recruit students directly from the high schools,
Enrollment is limited to young people already at work,
who are mot necessarily high-school graduates, They
must be recommended by the party committes of the

unit they are working with and then must gain the ap=
proval of the institution to which they apply. Obedi-
ent political activity, not scholastic achievement, s
the main criterion. The new university students tend to
support the “new=born things" in the field of education,
for otherwise they would not have been able te get into
universities. In other words, they are the ones whe have
benefited from the system introduced by the Mooist fac-
tion, which explains why it wos on the basis of this new
system that the Maoist faction once ogain took the of=-
fensive against the "reversionists.” In this milieu the
Maoists could count on positive and cbedient support,

Even before the compaign, two orienfations hod clashed
within the universities. An open letter to Mao from grad=
wates of Choo Yang Agricultural College, which is un=-
der the guidance of Mac's nephew, stated that "last
year, during the three months of July, August, and Sep-
tember, there cppeared in the educational fleld various
kinds of grotesque talk and strange theories, and a wind
of rightist attempts arose to reverse the verdicts, " (Peo-
ple's Daily, January 26, 1976.) From the attocks orga-
nized by the Maoists, it seems clear that the “reversion-
ists" wanted and perhops tried to remodel the educa-
tional system because they believed that the present
education was considerably lower in quality than that

of the pre-cultural-revalution period,
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The new campaign on the compuses hod two specific
features that distinguished it from previous campaigns.
First, o particular officiol {the minister of aducation)
was selected os a target . Second, there were hints that
the Maoist faction might try to haul others into the net
as the campaign proceeded . The target was not yet Teng
Hsiag=ping. But those who experienced the unfolding
of the cultural revelution remembered that Liv Shoo=
chi was not singled out as the target at the beginning

of that movement, This is another particular Maoist tac-
tic, which is quite easy 1o understand, [f the top repre-
sentative of the oppesing faction were challenged openly
from the outset, the campaign would have no room For
maneuver, which could become fatal if it turned out
that the tide of battle wos going the wrong way. The
Maoist factic allows for the following flaxibility: IF

the s} luation develops faverably, the Maoist faction
can step by step encircle the top leadership of the op-
posing side ond eventually eliminate it; on the other
hand, if the situation affer the launching of the cam-
paign turns out to be not so positive, the Maoists can
retreat without having openly challenged the other side
(thus restoring a kind of "peaceful coexistence”) and
walt for o better moment for renewing the attock.

Before the death of Chiou En-lai it seemed that the "edu-
cation revalution” was olready being contained by the
wraversionisis” and that it would very soon be diluted
tto another harmless political compaign of virtually no
real effect, The People's Daily of Jonuary 14 toned the
campaign down, saying that “in the preceding period,
the grotesque talk and strange theories of the rightis!
attempts fo reverse the verdichs hod created ideslogical
confusion, and if that situation had not been changed

in time, it would definitely have resulted in splits and
domaged the state of stability and unity, Through this
great debate the rights and wrongs of the line have been
cleared up and the people's thought is united. Today,
on the basis of Chairman Mao's revolutionary line, com=
rodes who had ideclogical differences in the past few
months are uniting again and carrying out the struggle
side by side. They are saying, 'Again we are fighting

in the same trench.'"

The message here is clear: As a kind of "great debate, "
the "education revolution" was finished. Although the
campaign had begun at Tsinghua and Paking Universities
as early @ November 3, 1975, as of November 18 it
was olready under the control of the party's university
committess, party committees under the leadership of
the very same minister of sducation who was under at-
sack . In addition, under the leadership of these commit=

tees, the formation of combat groups and |inkups with
other university groups was forbidden.

The results of the "education revolution" indicated that
the Maoist foction was unable to continue fo deepen its
campaign and confront the other side, while the latter
wass compel led to temporarily dampen ifs own rhetoric
in the field of education. Thus, the "reversionist” foc~
tion retreated during this battle, but at the same time
the Maoist faction wes unable to press ohead with its
own offersive. The conflict therefore headed into o
deadlock, ard peoce could have reigned for some time,
had not the death of Chou En-lai occurred just at that
moment.

Tersion in the party mounted with the death of Chou.
The conflict centered on a burning question: Who would
succesd Chou as premier of China? Formally, this was
a question of power and not of line. But in a structure
as highly bureaucratized os the CCP, in substance the
question of power is the question of line. Both sides
understood the simple truth that any line could be real=
ized through the seizure of the leading posts. The sic=
cession struggle seems to have been fierce. According
to foreign news dispatches from Peking, o general meet-
ing of the party Central Committee held at the end of
Jarnuary and beginning of February wo unable to pursue
its scheduled agenda after running into a deadlock on
the question of Chou's successor. The foct that Hoa Kuo-
feng, @ man of little prominence, won the position fn=
stead of Teng Hslao-ping or a well-known leader of the
Maoist faction indicates that neither side wos able to
impose its will on the other.

Nevertheless, the death of Chou, who had enjoyed
great support among both the party codre and the masses,
broke the inner-party balance between the two sides

at various levels, Freed from having to contend with
Chou's great personal influence, the Maoaoist faction
moved swiftly into position for another offensive aimed
at uprooting the other side. The uneasy truce fell gpart,

The ‘anti-rightist’ campaign

The signal for war came on February 6. It wos unmis=
takable. An article appeared in the People's Daily with
the ominous title "Continuation and Deepening of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revelution.” This article
defined the January campaign on education and science
as o great struggle between the proletariat and bourgeoi-
sie. It even specified that "the capitalist roaders are
still there, and so are the capitulators. They are the
power-holders within the party who Trsist on following
the revisionist line of Liu Shoo-chi and Lin Pioo ond
who still refuse ta correct their mistakes,” The article
ended by fssuing o warning: If these "capitalist rooders”
refused to properly atene for their sins, they would share
the fate of Liu Shao-chi. In issuing this warning, the
Maoist faction was brandishing both o corrot ard a stick.

A carefully escalating wall-poster movement began,
first in Peking and later in other major cities, o gesture



quite similor to the initicl phose of the cultural revelu-
tion. Students from Peking were organized into Shidy
Teams and sent to Shanghai to agitate among workers
and students there. Movement meetings were held in
universities, high schools, and foctories. Workers were
bused to Peking's university campuses to study the wall
posters there. Throughout the world, paople began ask-
ing, Is the second cultural revolution on the way?

The amswer to this question depends on how one views
the cultural revolution. If one characterizes it simply

as a pawer struggle omong factions and individuals,

then o second cultural revolution s indeed pessible.

In our view, however, the cultural revolution, although
initiated by the Mooist faction, was chorocterized by

o relegse of mass spontaneity that managed ta some ex-
tent to escape the cantrol of any faction of the party;

it led to a mass assault on the bureoucracy and resulted
in an independent political mas movement that directly
threatened the continuation of the rule of the CCP and
the bureaucratic structure it had built.

This is precisely the factor that was locking during Feb-
ruary ond March of this year. Despite the noisy polit-
ical activities, independent mass octivities and organi-
zations were officiolly forbidden throughout February.
The shape and forms of the movement were set down be-
forehand by the Mooist faction, and the masses were

to merely follow directives Issued from obove.

There is no mystery obout the reason for this. Before the
cultural revolution the Magist faction hod good reasan
to be confident of mass support, for the Maoish were
able to make use of the prestige of Mao himself, who
parsanified the victory of the Third Chinese Revolution.
But the cultural revolution inself produced the antithesis
of the bureaucracy: the far leftists of the rebellious Red
Guard movement, who colled for the complete destruc-
tion of the stote. This wos a painful lesson for the Moo=
ist faction. The obvious conclusion was that the mass
movement must be held under very tight contral at any
cost; otherwise there is great risk of the Moolsks' being
overtoken by events.

This is the weokness of the Macist faction as long os It
attempts to use the moss movement to put pressure on
opposing foctions or power holders, On the other hand,
while the "reversionists" appeared not 1o realize this
weakness before February 1976, by late February they
clearly did. Accordingly, in March the tone was changed,
The Maoists simul faneously scaled down the campaign
and zeroed in on a single target. Mo longer did they
aim at extirpating all the "capitalist rooders"” in the
party; imsteod they centered their broodsides at one per-
son, Teng Hsioo=ping. Bu! the "reversionists"” remaimed
strong, their numerical base and posts naot yet under=
mined by the Maoist faction. The movement initiated
by the Maoists began to lose momentum. Although the
personal fate of Teng Hsiao=ping still hung in the bal-
ance, all signs were that the "continuation" of the cul-
tural revolution was fading away.

O To be continued. O
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the prices of prime-necessity consumer goods at a level
not sssentially different from that of December 1970 —
that is, one of the lowest, if not the lowest, in Europe;
in the capitalist countries prices have risen between

50 and 150 percent since that datel — the government
hod to grant encormous subsidies to the feod industry,
the peasantry, and the trode system, subsidies that will
exceed the equivalent of 52,000 millien For the current
year, This phenomenon simultaneously reflects and
fuels inflationary pressures.

The failure of Gierek's econemic palicy lies not in the
fact that the government failed to foresee this long-
term effect of the price freeze, which the "Gomulkaist"
technicians had called attention to ever since 1970,
Rather, it results essentially from the failure to ochieve
a growth in the production of consumer goods parallel

to the increase in the nominal wagss of the toiling
maosses. The turn toward o policy of occeleration of
growth and investment hes not had the hoped for effects
on expamsion of production and circulation of consumer
goods, Once again, that is the Achilles heel of bureou-
cratic planning.

Sacondarily, the Polish economy has poid ik price for
the international inflotion and especially the rise in
prices of oil and other imported row materials, increcses
that were particularly virulent during 1972 and 1973
and were reflected in the price odjustments within the
Comecon [which now oceur annually) especially in 1974
and 1975, Pelish exports were likewise hit by the ef=-
fects of the recession, This is a sharp reminder to the
edvacates of the theory of “socialism in one country”
that 1t is impossible to completely isolate a workers
state from the parturbations of the world market, even
though the dynomic of production and employment in
Poland in 1974 and 1975 was completely different from
that of the capitalist countries of Europe, which strik=
ingly confirms the non-capitalist character of the Polish
economy.

It will thus not be possible for the bureaucracy to simply
and lastingly annul the price increases the way it was
compelled to do in 1970, The concession made by the
Jarociewicz government the very night of the First strike
must be considered o temporary one. |t was forced above
all by the necesity of averting ot all costs an extension

of the strikes and a bloody clash between the workers
and the repressive forces so long os the conference of
European Communist parties wes in session in East Berlin.
The threat of seeing Sontiago Carrille, Enrico Berlin-
guer, or even Georges Marchals, under the pressure of
the workers and the political situation in their own coun=
tries, publicly take up the defense of the Polish work-
ars was sufficiently real for Brezhnev, Gierek, and com-
pany that the Polish bureaueracy had to do sverything

to aveid it.

Once the East Berlin conference was over, the fone
hardened in Warsaw, Probobly the hoped for outcame

is o compromise that, while not relnstituting the in-
creases originally decreed, will nonetheless reintroduce
same of them. The workers would win something, buf
the government would nonetheless slow down the pro-
cess of inflation,

This is especially indispensable for the bureaueracy since
inflation and supply difficulties ore widespread through-
out East Europe and the Soviet Union. The price for spec=
tacular concessions to the Polish workers in these do-
mains would have to be paid in part by the economies

of the ather countries of Comecon. Atcording to all
evidence, this would risk proveking a development in
the consciousness of the prolefariat in these counfries,

a consciousness that "struggle pays off." This could in
turn provoke strikes and demenstrations in those coun-
tries for goals similar to those of the Polish workers. All
this means that there will be enormous pressure on War-
saw from the Kremlin to prevent the Polish bureaucracy
from going too far in making losting concessions to the
strikers,

Moreover, the buregucrocy no longer holds @ Gomulka
in reserve as it did in 1956 or @ Gierek as it did in
1970. There is ne political personality in the Polish
Communist party who is relatively popular among the
warkers but who still inspires the confidence of the ap-
paratus in his ability to channel o pewerdul mass move=
ment toward o simple change at the top within the bu=
reaucracy. Under these conditions it is not astonishing
that Gierek was cautiously held in the background
during the events of past weeks, that he has not taken
o public position either in Faver of the price increases
or in faver of their elimination, It is Gierek himself
who remains the bureaucracy's "reserva.”

The bureaucracy has now mounted an operation aimed
at regaining its grip through political means, that is,
o combination of Ideclogical bludgeoning through the
mass media and ogitationol meetings and sessions, The
immediate results do not seem to be very convincing,
given the at least hesitant behavior of the party mem=
bers who have been mobilized, particularly during the
big meeting in Wamsaw fo suppert the gavernment. |t
remains to be seen whether the workers are prepared
ta go further this time or whether they will be content
for the moment to simply plant the seeds of the future.

The next issue of INPRECOR will contain a more de-
tailed analysis of the strikes and events in Poland,[]
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The Polish
Workers
Say NO

For the third time in twenty years, the Polish proletor-
iat hos moved into direct oction in defense of its inter-
eths ogaimst the bureaucrocy, This continuity of com-
bativity is in itself an important foctor that explains,

at least partially, the different political situation that
exists in Poland compared with the situation in the ather
"people’s democracies, " with the exception of Yuga~
slavia, of course,

Even though on each occasion the Polish working closs
has been robbed of a more or less important share of the
gains obtained through ik direct struggles, it does not
have the feeling of having struggled in vain, nor of hav=
ing been crushed or even defeated in struggle. The sen-
timent of strength and self-confidence amang the work=
ers limits the bureaucrocy's freedom of maneuver, |t
also determinas a higher level of class consciousness
among the Polish proletariat than among the working
clems of most of the other "pecple's democracies" and
the Soviet Union,

A& during the strikes in the Baltic ports in December
1970, again this yeaor foreign observers, even pro-
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Windyslow Gomulka, new Firsl Secretary of the Palish Workers party

as

Deiober 24, 1956, 500,000 Polish warkers throng Delilee Square o heor

Lierek

imperialists, have been compelled ta note the absence
of slogans-or themes of an onticommunist nature among
the strikers and demomstrators, Even the sacking of the
Communist party heodgquarters in Radom hod o particular
character, marked by the pronounced class nature of
the action of the Polish workers.

As during the Poznan strikes in 1958 ond the strikes in
the Baltic ports in 1970, this time once again the ini-
tigtive was taken in an individual factory, the Ursus
troctor foctory in Warsow. A in 1956 and 1970, the
use of forms of strugale to defeat the bureaucracy's at-
tempt fo isolate the strikers and even to hide the strike
fram the whole of the proletariat achieved immediate
success, Workers solidarity begon to come into play
almost instantaneously. The mevement spread.

The foctor that detonated the strike in June 1976 was
the same as had triggered the December 1970 struggles:
an increase in the price of consumer goods, equivalent
to g sharp decline in the stondard of living of the mmses.,
In December 1570 the workers forced the bureaucrocy
to back down on the price Increases. At the some time,
the bureoucrots were forced to substitute Gierek for
Gemulka, who no longer conserved an iota of the great
popularity he had ocquired in 1956 when he partially
identified with the revolt of the masses, and even with
the legitimacy of strikes, It is nat likely that we will
see a pure and simple repetition of the 1970 scenario,
for two basic reasons:

First, on the purely economic level, the Polish economy
no lenger commonds sufficient reserves for increasing
the rate of growth, which is what parmitied partial re-
absorbtion of the concessions the Gierek regime made

to the workers ofter the December 1970 strikes, This
reabsorbtion was in any event only partially successful,
less and less so s time went by and Gierek's initial
economic project ran up ogainst obstocles that were
increasingly difficult to surmount. In order to freeze
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