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VITORIA
“Brothers, we will never forget!”

by M. SAURA

The courage of a people

Wednesday, March 3. The struggle of the workers of
Viteria for their demands — very similar to those now
being put forward in the immense majority of platforms
throughout the country: 3,000-&,000 pesefos per month
across~the-board wage increases; forty= or forty=-hwo-
hour workweek; full wages in cose of illness, accident,
or unemployment; ne layotfs, etc, — seamed to be be-
ginning to break down the intransigence that had been
manifested by the employers for two months. The lost
remoining obstacles to negotiations were the twenty-
two werkers laid off ot Forjos Alavesas and the workers
laid off or disciplined at Apelldniz. The coordinating
committee of striking workers, formed by representatives
elected in factory osemblies, had once again called
far a general strike to demand the rehiring of all work-
ers laid off and the lifting of all disciplinary measures.

At seven o'clock in the morning of the following day,
March 4, the first pickets began to be formed in the
workers neighborhoods of Zaramaga, Adurza, and Arana,
throughout the working-class belt in which a young
praletariat, for the most part emigrants from the coun-
tryside in Alova or elsewhere in the country, has been
concentrated over the past fifteen years, o working

class that now constitutes the majority of the 150,000
inhabitants of Vitoria, At ten o'clock in the morning

all the factories were already on strike, and the pickets

began marching toward the center of the city in groups
af upwards of 5,000, chanting the slogon that has been
heard hundreds of times during post months in Vigo,
Madrid, Volencia, and Barcelona: "We are workers,
join us!" the cry of solidarity, of the general strike,
In Spain today it is encugh simply fo say that — join
us! MNobody asks why, the reésponse is only too clear
for averyone. And since the third day of March, has
became even clearer.

By noon, all Viteria wos paralyzed. |t waos the fourth
general strike call in the past three weeks, and without
doubt it got the greatest response, Unlike what hod gen=
erally been happening since the struggles began on Jan-
vary 7, the police moved In with extreme violence,

This was no accident: The government and the employ=
ers beliaved that weariness would begin to erode the
unity and combativity of the workers of Alava and had
decided to toke the offensive. They were making a mis-
take.

Right from the beginning, each police charge mat with
a determined resporse. The strikars fought back with
sticks and stones and borricades were built, the classi-
cal borricodes of workers struggles, now appearing, to
the panic of the bourgesisie of all political stripes, in
many of the mass struggles in Spain. A demonstration
of hundreds of women, who hod played a fundamental
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role in the Vitoria strike, was savagely repressed. A
group of workers who had taken refuge in o gasoline
shation threatened to burn it down if the police attacked,
The police disappeared, and o slaughter wos able to be
averted that time.

Tension mounted. Only at twe o'clock In the afternoon,
when the police tempararily withdrew to their barracks
— for Vitoria had suffered a genuine police inwvasion,
detachments having been brought in from other prov=
inces — did the city appear calm. Later, official news
reports would say that "the city had fallen into the
hands of the strikers." That was precisely why it was
calm, for the aggressors had withdrawn, The palice
were receiving "new orders.” The content of these or=
dare was soon fo become clear,

At five o'clock in the ofternoon a general assembly

met in the San Francisco church in the Zaramaga neigh-
borhood, It was the two hundred and ninth general ds=
sembly to meet in Vitoria since January 91 More than
5,000 strikers were inside the church, a more or less
average attendance. Another 10,000 were outside.

The police, following their "new arders,  had surrounded
the church and blocked the entrance. The well-known
“tolerance"” of the Francoist raformers” foward mass
actions went up in smoke in Vitoria, just os it had pre=
viously in Elds, where a worker hod been murdered sev-
eral days earlier, in Madrid, where violent clashes

took place in January, in Barcelona, where striking
constuction workers had recently erected barricades,

in Tarragon, where anather worker had been murdered,
When the worker delegates of the coordinating commit-
tee arrived to preside over the general assembly — and
it is important to note that this has happened dozens

of times in Vitoria during the past weeks, that the mem-
bers of the coordinating committee, militants of the
UGT, MCE, PCE, OCA, and LCR/ETA-VI®, are known
throughout the entire city and were elected democrof-
ically and opanly by their comrades in struggle — that
is, when the leaders of the strike arrived at the assem=
bly after their usual preparatory meeting, they were
prevented from entering the church. Clashes breke oul
in front of the church batween the police and the peo-
ple demanding the elementary right to participate in

the assembly that was to make decisions about their
strike, Suddenly, without prior waming, the police
broke the glass of the church windows and threw smoke
bambs and tegr-gas grenades inside. When people saw
smoke pouring out of the church, they began to shout,
"They're smoking them out!” The indignation that then
spread — without for a moment giving way to fear —
was not, as official reports were later to claim, a re-

*UGT: Unién General de Trobajodores = General
arkers Union; MCE: Meovimiento Comunista de Es=

pafia — Communist Movement of Spain; OCA: Orga-
nizacién de Comisiones Anticapitalistas — Organiza-
tion of Anticapitalist Commissions; LCR/ETA-VI: Liga
Comunista Revelucionaria/Euzkedi to Agkatasuna=VI
— Revolutionary Communist League/Basque Mation
and Freedom=V|, sympathizing crganization of the
Fourth International in Spain.
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sult of lack of consciousness. On the contrary, it was
the product of the consciousness developed during weeks
of struggle, of the will to win, to repel any attock,

that had token root amang all the people of Alava.

The workers left the church much more calmly than
could have been expected; they were coming out to
fight, not to run, Then the sloughter began: four dead,
seventy-three taken to the hospital for gunshot wounds,
hundreds of wounded who were cared for in their awn
homes. Such was the price that had to be paid for the
struggle for the rehiring of @ few dozen comrades in to-
day's Spain being "cauticusly" led toward "democracy"
by the Francoist reformers.

But once again, the most savage repression was unable
to halt the mass struggle for an instant. Immediately,
all Vitoria wes filled with barricades, the whole city
took to the streaets, spurred on by rage, strugaling for
hours, well into the night. With the blood of one of
the murdered comrades, someone hod written a word on
the street, a word longed for by the Spanish people for
years: Justice, This word, with its real meoning, the
meaning supplied by the explaited and oppressed, im=
mediately resounded throughout the country.

On March 4 Pamplona went on general strike at the

call of the Assembly of Factory Delegates, o new body
including some 500 representatives elected in the foc-
tories of Navarra. There were innumerable demonstra=
vions of thousands of people; barricades were built when
the police charged. In Vizcaya, the strike became proc-
tically general even before o united call was issued;

the central strike committee, which included represen=
tatives of factories that had been struggling for their
demands for some days, orgonized demonstrations that
drew 15,000-20,000 people, demonstrations that losted
four o five hours and marched through the streets for
miless in Basauri, where there was anofher murder, in
Sestan, Portugalete, Gueto. In Catalonia, Vige, Gi-
jon, Zaragoza, Seville, Madrid, and Valencia there
were work stoppages and demonstrations of solidarity

and protest. The cry of the workers of Vitaria = "Vito~
ria! Brothers, we will not forgetl” — summex up the sen-
timent brought ta the struggle by hundrads of thousands
of people throughout the country.

On the same day, March 4, Vitoria wos milinarily oc-
cupied by the police, Groups of more than three peo-
ple were not allowed on the strests. But the barricades
stayed up nonetheless. In this opparently deserted city,
if anyone dared so much as o remove one stone of @
barricade, terse and determined strikers immediately
emerged from the doors of surrounding houses, sticks
and stones in hand, defending their barricade. For the
fight was not over in Vitoria; the struggle hod to go
on, and the barricades would still be needed. It had
cost too much blood to erect them,

The funeral was held on March 5. Hours before it be-
gan there were 100,000 people in the cathedral and
the square oufside. One hundred thousand people chant-
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2 u=s T c Ve  Withthe blood of
one of the murdered comrades, someone
had written a word on the street. . .

ing, paying homage to the murdered comrades, waving
their handkerchiefs, making the sign of victory, raising
their Fists os the coffins passed by, bearing the coffins
on their shoulders for hours, parading defiantly before
the Guardia Civil, and shouting "Dissolve the repres-
sive bodies!" ot the police murderers, From the ceme=
tary, a group of 3,000-4,000 men and women of Vito-
rig, without anyane directing them, guided by a spirit
of deep and irrepressible solidarity, Tnstinctively headed
for the hospital where their wounded comrades were
being treated. Al the doors of the hospital they shouted:
"Workers, wounded, we are herel" This "here” concen=
trated all the determination to continue struggling, not
to abandon a single one of the motivations that had
given life to two months of mass mobilization, motiva-
tions that were stronger than any bullets.

On Menday, March 8, an urgent united meeting of the
Euzkodi leaderships of the PSOE, PCE, PTE, ORT,
MCE, and LCR/ETA-VI*, which was joined by the other
political and trode=-union workers orgonizations, called
for a general strike. This time there were about 500, -
000 strikers Tn Euzkadi. Much more than ever befare,
but much less than the next time, thus continuing the

*PSOE: Partide Socialista Obrerc Espaiol — Spanish
Secialist Workers party, the Social Demacracy; PTE:
Partido del Trabajo de Espafo — Labor party of Spain;
ORT: Organizocidn Revolucionaria de los Trabajodores
= Revelutionary Workers Organization.

baosic dynamic — ever higher and stronger — of the mass
struggles of past years,

And Vitoria continued to fight. On Saturday, March &,
Minister of the Interior Froga arrived, the man of "strong
democrocy, " the admirer of Adenauver, the man who
said "'l will decide the timing of the reform," the man
who nevertheless intends to exclude legalization of the
workers movement from his reform plans, the man whe
blamed the Vitoria strike on "anarchism." The intericr
minister of the Francoist monarchy was going to try to
save appearances in the city that had given the coup

de Er&ce to his political progrom. Fraga ordered — at
that late date! — the employers to rehire the workers
who had been laid off. But by now, that was nof enough.
Mare demands were put forward: release of the six mem-
bers of the coordinating body being held, freedom of
assembly, recognition of the commissions elected in as-
semblies as the genuine representative of the workers.
On Friday, March 12, Viteria continued to struggle.

Mo one hod forgotten in Vitorio. And no one can ever
forget Vitoria, In Spain today, nothing Is as it was be=-
fore Vitoria,

The price of freedom

Vitoria is the most heroic link in the chain of moss strug=
gles now being forged in Spain, particulorly since Jan=
vary. It is not, of course, the sele link, nor will it be
the last,
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A violent revolutionary wind has penetrated the coun-
try, pushing its way through the fissures of the miserable
political "concessions” the Francaist reform has been
compelled to "tolerate" on its road toward puppet "de-
mocracy. " This wind will not die down so long as a
shadow or threat of exploitation and oppression remains,

Since the first silent peaceful demorstrations for amnesty,
a new and striking phenomenon has taken shape: The
masses are entering into political oction, making their
presence felt in the streets, People who have never —
"never" meaning during ferty years of dictatorship —
“acted politically” hove taken to the sireets and met
thousands of others like themselves, people strugaling
for the same objectives, confident of winning them by
themselves, through their own actions. These workers,
students, professionals, women from all over the coun-
try are leoming to make their presence felt, to assert
themsalves in the factories and in the neighborhoods.
All the latent demands — economic, palitical, and so=
cial — are coming to the fore, generatingon enormaus
consciousness of solidarity, an immediate politicization
of all struggles, o profound need for self-organization
for the struggle.

All the bodies the mass movement considers useful for
united octivity have been utilized, regordless of the
function these bodies are assigned by Francoist legality
(neighborhood associations, trade unions, professional
associotions, housewives' associations). Concurrently,
new bodies ara being created and are replacing or com-
bining with these older bodies in the course of action,
always sesking the road capable of providing the great-
ast degree of representativity, the greatest coordina-
tion, the greatest extension of action. And always, in
the very center, isthe sovereign factory or branch assem-
bly, the delegates, the commissions and committees
elected in these assemblies, and, more recently, the
massive pickets to extend the struggles, the self-deferse
plckets, which already represent o genuine acquisition
of the mavement, in spite of the hysterical press com=-
paign that has been waged against them.

Thus, in January and February, during the struggles of
the teachers in Modrid, the general assemblies sent del-
egations to factories in strugale — Chrysler, Pegase —
asking for and obtaining solidarity; in turn, the teach-
ers' ossemblies welcomed delegotions from these work-
ers assemblies, from neighborhood coordinating bodies,
and from tenants’ assoclations, and together they dis-
cussed the demands and leadership of the struggle. And
in February, when the construction workers went on
strike in Barcelona, all the work sites elecred delegates

rd the assembly of delegates took the lead in the mo-
zﬂizuﬁum. In Pamplona something similar happened,
as had olreody occurred in January during the Getafe-
strike in Madrid.

The slogans erienting the strugales are broadening, be-
coming unified, and radicalizing, Amnesty has broad-
ened its content to the social terrain. It now also means
the rehiring of all those fired or laid off for political
reasans since 193%. At the Babcock=Wilson factory in

Vizeaya this demand hos already been wen, In other
foctories the struggle for it is continuing. In o few cases
during the first demonstrations in January, the police
were applauded becouse they refused to charge ageinst
the demorstrators, The press multiplied this applause

by the thousands. But the inexperienced hands that wefe
then applauding the police are now building barricades.
The slogan of the dissolution of the repressive bodies is
already part of the atmosphere beling breathed in Spain
today (and in spite of this, or rather because of it, dur-
ing the united-action meeting that called the genernal
strike in Euzkodi in solidarity with Vitoria, the PCE
threatened to withdraw if this slogon was maintained,
and this the day ofter the murders in Vitorial), The cry
of "Down with the CMS" (the state "trade-union" fed-
eration) is now part of all the platforms of demands.

The need for o united class trade-union is felt by mil-
lions of workers; it is being discussed in detail in the
assemblies of many factories. In Spain today, nobedy
daores amert that it is possible to "reform” or "take over"
tha CMS, the hated fascist vertical trade union, There
is unanimous agreement on the necessity of destroying
it. When addressing more than 30, 000 workers in Pom-
plona, even the president of the Consejo Provincial de
Trabajodores (Provineial Council of Werkers), the high-
est provincial body of the vartical tade union, cried
"Down with the CTNS1" o cry that was taken up by thou-
sands, The Congreso Sindical (trade-union congress),

o farce being prepared by the government, will undoubt-
edly provide an opportunity for a great independent mo-
bilization of Spanish workers, who are already begin-
ning to organize,

The "reform" projects of the government are stillborn;
they belong to prehistory at a time when the masses are
already writing history. The government proposes that
sixtean conditions be met bafore o demonstration s or=
ganized, but every day there are dozers of demonstra-
tions in the immense majority of the cities of the coun-
try, called for thousands of reasons by every imaginable
body. Likewise, in order to organize a meeting "le-
gally, " it is necessary to go through ged knows how
many channels, but assemblies of thousands of workers,
students, people of every profession are occurring fac-
tary by factory and city by city, while in Sabodel,
Pamplona, and Vigo assemblies have to meet in football
stodiums n order fo accommodate all the people whe
turn outl

What remains of the Francolst "reform" after Vitoria?
An open government crisis that may well drag on for
weeks; a confronfation to the death within the France~
ist apparatus, which has not even been able to agree
on the formation of a so-called Mational Front, o de-
fersive bloc of all the Francoist carrion; the ormy is
suffering the consequences of the heavy sentences
against the officers of the Unién Militar Democrdtica
{Democratic Military Union) and is beginning to be-
come concerned about the spread of soldiers’ commis-
sians (the streets of Madrid are full of painted slogans
reading "Form soldiers' commissions") and the brood
meetings that have been reported in Guipdzeea, with
dozens of soldiers attending.



The Francoist reform has been wrecked, "Fragamanlis, "
as the interior minister was called af the beginning of
the year (to his evident satisfaction), has become "Fro=-
gachet, " which is what he should have been called in
the first place.

The bourgeoisie is observing this fallure with growing
concern, for the political comsequences fully affect all
the bourgeois political projects. The dynamic of the
mass mobilizations is sending shivers down the spines

of even the most "democratic" bourgeois politicians.
For example, only a few doys ago Ruiz-Gimenez (a
Christion Democrat) affirmed in Rome: "We must odvise
that actions in the streets not be multiplied except for
very serious regsons and with a great sense of responsi-
bility."

The political project of the "demscratic bourgeoisie®

is becoming ever clearer, ond so, unfortunately, is it
becoming ever clearer that the submission of the reform-
ist workers organizations to that project is limitless.
Thus, the latest invention of the Junta Democrdtica
and the Platoforma de Convergencia Democrdtica® ,
which, ence again, have remained on the fringes of

the ongoing struggles or have even openly opposed them,
is what they call an "egreed breck" {ruptura pactadal,
o weak-willed ard shameful formula offering a pact to
the “Francoist reformers.” This is being accompanied
by a "tactical turn" that consists of aliminating from
their communiqués any critical reference to the king
and any call, no matter how distant, for the mythical
"Mational Democratic Action" that used to be the rec-
ommended means of "bredking" with the dictatorship.

This brings us to the central problem of the present po~
litical situation in Spain., The bourgeciste, subject to
an economic crisis it sees no way out of, deprived of

its old mechanisms of power, which were demolished

by the death of the dictator, and lacking in any new
mechanisms with which to replace the old, is facing o
mass movement that daily rises to a higher lavel of or-
ganization, breadth, and combativity, Mired in a grow-
ing political paralysis, this bourgeocisie sees no way

out other than evelution, than putting pressure on the
king ond a section of the present political apparatus

to arrive at a "realistic pact” capable of slowing down
the development of the activity of the masses, The func-
tioh and role being played by the reformist organiza=-
tions {s to attempt to tronsmit this paralysis to the mass
movement itself, During the recent strikes in Madrid,
when known leaders of the Communist party were asked
in o discussion meeting why they had not called for a
general strike, the answer was always the same: "Be-
couse a provisional government has nat yet been formed.,
The opposition is divided, and under these conditions
the launching of o general strike would lead to chaos,”
It is becoming increasingly difficult for the Communist

*The Junta Democrédtica (Democratic Council) is an in-
terclass bloc created in July 1974 under the impetus of
the Communist party; the Plataforma de Convergencia
Demecrdtica (Platform of Democratic Convergence) is
a similar body, formed in 1975 under Social Democratic
leadership.

party to make such eynical assertions in the assemblies
ond meetings of the vanguard. Now, after Vitoria, it
is even more difficult.

During a general assembly of metalworkers in Barcelona
called in connection with the next provincial congress
— which affects more than 200, 000 Barcelona workers
— one worker said to his comrades, "We know that tha
same thing that happened to the comrades a Vitoria
can happen to us. But we have to conti- ..e the struggle
onyway." This phrase sums up the state of mind of the
mass movement in Spain. Nothing will be able fo stop
this will fo Fight.

It is this will that constitutes the basic underpinning of
the intervention of the revolutionary Marxists. We have
been present inall the mobilizations of the final battle
against Francoism, pushing for a line of ¢luss indepen-
dence, self-organizotion, self-defense, and coordina-
tlan among all the sectors in struggle toward the over-
throw of the dictatorship. The March 11 isue of the
Barcelona weekly La Vanguordia wrote, "Everything
suggests that it is the LCR/ETA-Y| that has capitalized
on the recent conflict in Alava," To be Lure, the jour-
nal of the Catalan bourgecisie is exaggerating o bit,
But it would be true to say that in Vitoria, as in the
construction sirike in Barcelona, in the strikes in Astu-
rias, Vige, Valencia, and Madrid, in the struggle of
the teachers, in all the places where rebellion is mount
ing agoinst oppression and exploitation, the militants
of the LCR/ETA-VI have been in the vanguard of the
movement, together with many other Fighters and mili-
tants of ather organizations struggling for the economie,
social, and palitical demands of the masses, asserting
their confidence in the masses; so that the very high
price our people are paying for their freedom will not
be wasted .

When the dictatorship has been destroyed, the working
class and the people of Spain will be able to tell those
who speak of "reconciliation”: "We do not forget."
And to those who talk of "sociol pact": "We do not
forget." And to those wha try to fool them with the
rotten merchandise of "limited freedom, " once again:
“We do not forget. "

For us of the LCR/ETA-VI, our task consists of strength=
aning this memory, orgonizing it, extending it, and
through it building the section of the Fourth |nterna-
tional in the territory of the Spanish state,

In Spain todoy, liberty is struggling to be born, To in-
sist on how much we need the solidarity of the workers
of all the world i to repeat the obvious, We knew that
the flame ignited against the murderous dictatarship
with the day of international solidarity with Spain on
September 3, 1975, hos not been extinguished., Alert
for Spain, comrades of all the world! For we need more
third of Septembers. So that the blood of the workers
never again flows in Spainl Down with the murderous
dictatorship!

March 12, 1976



FIVE EGYPTIAN

MILITANTS STILL
HELD IN PRISON

More information has been received about the revolutionary militants who were arrested in
Egyp! last summer. Initial reports from the official Egyption press had soid that twenty persons
had been arrested in eorly July 1975 and charged with being members of the International
Communist Leogue, a revolutionary Marxist organization. {See INPRECOR,; Mo. 33, Septem-
ber 11, 1975.) The Egyptian press reported that the arrested militants would be charged with
having made contact with the Revolutionary Communist Group in Lebanon and the Fourth In-
ternotional and with having organized fo "overthraw the political and economic regime"” in
Egypt ond replace it with on "extremist Trotekyist Communist regime, "

The latest infermation is as follows:

The regime issued twenty=cne arrest worrants. Sixtesn people were arrested and imprisaned,
while five of the twenty-che could not be found. One of the sixteen has been released, Ten
others have been released on bail and may be orrested again at any time, although no Formal
charges have been ploced against them, Five militants ore still being held in prison. They ore;
Abdel Kazim Shohit Mahmoud and Muzahim Muhi el=Takriti, both of whoam are lragi teachers;
Reda lbrahim Farag, o student; Mahmoud el-Sayid Muhdmmed al-Sayid, a worker; and Rashad
Mansour Mustafa el-Bedawi, also a worker. These militants are still ewaiting formal charges,
and a long delay in the dispositien of thair cese is pessible, since the goverrment can hald
them in prison indefinitely, It is not known what penalties they may face, but a low possed in
1971 provides for sentences of up to life imprisonment for any palitical octivity conducted out=
side the framework of the Arab Socialist Union, the sole legal party in the country,

The ten militants wha have been released provisionally are: Dr, Mubammed Abdu Bayuni, o
veterinarian; lbrahim Abdel Azziz Azzam, a student; Muhammied el-Bashir Abdel Fu'ed el-
Sibai, on employes in the Egyptian news ogency; Kemal Fu'od Neogib Muftah; Muhommed
All Tayil, o student; Mubammed No'man Hathim Towlal; Randa Abdel Ghaffar el-Baasi and
her brother, MNajwa el-Baosi, both students; Ali Mahmoud Khalil, an employes; and Shawki
Muhammed Rashod Abdel=-Ghanni,

Further, it has bean confirmed that Ahmad MNabil el-Hilali, o well-known Egyptian lowyer,
it defending the imprisoned militns.

The meaning of the stotus of the militants under attack in Egypt s contradictory. On the one
hand, the foct that some of the comraodes have been raleased, even if only provisionally, shows
that the Sadat regime, which is now trying to polish up i "liberal" image, is susceptible to
international pressure on the question of pelitical prisoners. On the ather hand, the foct that
five militonts have been hald in prison for more thon eight months witheut even being formally
charged indicates that the regime may wall intend to hold them indefinitely, refusing to risk

a political trial but alws refusing to release the prisoners. |t is thus clear that the fate of the
commdes depends on two factors: the internal political situation in Egypt and the degree o
which [nternational salidarity is organized in thelr deferse. The lotter factor is particularly
impartant in the cose of the two lragi militonts, who could be deported to lrog, where they
would foce almast certain death ot the honds of the ulra-repressive Boathist regime.

But solidarity is not purely political, Several of the imprisoned militants are workers whioss
families are deprived of any Income ot lang as they are held in jail. These families are in an
extremely difficult financial situvation, and aid is needed. Contributions moy be sent to Gisels
Schaltz, Postal Account Mumber CCPO0O-1085001-54, Brussels, Belgium, Motice of contribu—-
tions should be sent to INPRECOR, 76 rue Antaine Darsaert, Brussels 1000 Balgium.




PRESENT
. CRISIS

IN
CHINA

The political erisis presently unfelding in China s essen-
tially a continuation of the cultural revolution, but in
a differant form. The underlying issues, the lineup of
farces at the top, the list of charges leveled by the
Maoists = all these are broadly speaking unchanged.
Mao's 1964 prophecy that monsters and demons would
“Jump out" every seven or eight years has thus been ful-
filled more or less on fime, ond the predictions of the
bourgeois "China=watchers" hove been confounded,
And yet, many of the features of the present campaign
appear to mark it off decisively from the earlier crisis.

The present Mooist offersive represents the sudden shar-
paning of a struggle that has rumbled on almest contin-
vously in the top leadership bodies of the party ever
since the eultural revolution and has reslted in
their repeated decimation, |t was friggered by the death
af Chou En-lai, whose political weight and talents as

a mediator had previously maintained the balance be-
tween the competing foctions in the leadership.

Despite the polarizing effect of the cultural revelution,
the complex pattern of individuals and political group-
ings in the Chinese Communist party (CCP) leadership
still defies any simple classification. Mevertheless, for
the purposes of the present analysis one can identify a
broadly "radical” and a "corservative" foction. The
"rodical" faction rose to prominence during the cultural
revolution and is the more homogeneous of the twa, The
more loosely defined "conservative" layer, with the
"number two capitalist roader” Teng Hsioo-ping at jks
center, has tended to hold ¢ more bureaucratic and in-
stitutionalizing view of the state. It would be just as

wrong to confuse the Magist "radicals” with the gemi-
inely anti=burecucratic forces active in 1954-48 as it
would be to accept the characterization of Teng Hsico-
ping os o "bourgeois restorotionist.”

Mag's original aim in the cultural revolution was to
root out his critics from the leadership and wield power
through his own "radical” faction. Achievement of this
aim was thwarted by the independent evalution of the
Red Guard movement and the growth of a rival power
base around Lin Pias, Mao's one-time ally, in the cen-
tral military leadership. As a result, Mao's "rodical”
allionce was whittled down to its base in sections of the
party appamatus, notably in Shanghal, and in parts of
the cultural and press establishment. Mao's Bonapartist
inclinations automatically ruled out the presence in his
palitical entourage of anyone with geruine independent
authority or prestige, whether in China or internation-
ally. This wos one more reason why the mass rehabilite-
tion of "pragmatists" |ike Teng Hsiao-ping become as-
sential after 1972 as the movement to reconstruct the
party and administration got underway, Pressure to re-
habilitate victims of the cultural revelution and to re-
duce "rodical" influence alsa came from the regional
military commanders, whose power grew considerably
during the "mopping-up" stoges of the cultural revely-
Hon and after,

The resulting marriage of the twa factions was a shaky
and even unnatural one. Throughout the past three years
the two foctions hove vied with each other for ascen-
dancy, and the bewildering pattern of events has bean
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complicated still further by the constant rise and fall
of the mass movement,

The tenth party congress of August 1973 saw the sudden
promation to number three position (after Mao and Chou)
of Wang Hung-wen, the Shanghai leader whe had come
ta prominence as a "radical ofter 1944, During the
cengress Wang raised rodical slogans and put renewed
emphasis on the role of the mass movement., Wang's
slogans were partially implemented during the subse-
quent "Criticize Lin Pigo, Criticize Confucius” cam-
paign. Wall newspapers reparted in Wastern China re-
vealed widespread official corruption and other abuses,
and a wove of strikes and demonstrations hit the country .

In January 1975 the National People's Congress met in
Peking. The keynote of the congress was unity and sto-
bility. “Radical” representation in the bodies set up by
the congress was minimal, and Teng Hstao-ping and

his allies took most of the top posts. Moo himsalF was
demonstrably absent. In February 1975 a new campaign
was launched to "restrict bourgesis rights, " with the
clear aim of pre-arranging the political outcome of the
MNational People's Congress. The campaign showed that
even if Mao was not in position o prevent the rehabil-
itation of the "capitalist-roaders, " he had obsolutely
no intention of acquiescing in it, Unlike the nebulous
"Criticize Lin Plas, Criticize Confucius" campaign,
the new campaign raised inherently subversive jssues
such os material bureaucratic privileges, the presence
of "bourgesis powear-holders™ in the leadership, and s
of. Recent events canfirm the suspicion that Teng Hslac-
ping was a main target of the campaign. In the second
half of 1975, after a renewad eruption of strikes and
illegal mass organization In various parts of China, the
campaign clearly lost momentum and the slogan of
"unity and stability" was rafsed Teng Hsiao=ping, by
new a member of the stonding committee of the Poljt=
ical Bureau, party vice-chairman, army chief-of-staff,
and permanent stand=in far the dying Chou En-laj, ap-
peared more and more certain to take over as prime
minister when the time came,

The anncuncement on February B, 1976, that Hua Kuo-
feng had been appainted octing premier, Chou's old
post, therefore created g sensation. Hua's appointment
had all the appecrances of o compromise. He has no
national power base. He is not known as a "rodical, "
and during the cultural revelution he come under fera=
cious attack from the far-left Sheng=wu-lien group in
Hunan, Since Hua is minister of public security, his
appointment may also represent a warning to would-be
"trouble-makers” omong the rank and file.

Four days later, o press and wall-newspaper campaign
began. Although as of this writing Teng has not yet
been officially nomed, he js unmistakably the rarget
of the offensive, The charges against Teng and the
"rightisi" include:

*Launching an "economic typhoon" to "put econom-=
ics first" or on a par with politics, On February 17
People's Daily accused the “capitalist-roaden” of "put-
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ting on the same foating (1) the study of the theory of
the dictatorship of the proletariat to combat and pre=-
vent revisionism, (2) the promotion of stability and unity
and {3) the development of the national economy” (re=
ferred to as "taking the three instructions as the link");

*Sowing discord batween the party and intellectuals
and advocating that “scientific and technical units
should be led by experts, " that tha purpose of univer-
sities is to "train cadres and technicians, " and that "a
good scholar makes an official" (People’s Daily Febru-
ary 13};

*Reversing previous decisicns, opposing the rapid as-
cent of young people, and recruiting personnel "with-
out inquiring into the political and historical situation
of the person to be appointed and his or her attitude
tawards the cultural revelution”;

*Proposing the widening of the wage=scale from eight
to twelve grades:

*Wanting reconciliation with the Kremlin:

*Opposing Mac's principle that "the party should
command the army and not vice versa."

Chou & Teng

Other charges allege that Teng's self-criticisms after
the cultural revelution were not sincere, that he or-
ganized the 1975 MNational People's Congress against
Mao's withes, that he attempted to suppress the news
that Wang Hung~wen was vice=chairman of the party
military commission, that he obtained "black material®
to use against Chiang Ching (Mao's wife), and that

he has odvocated class cooperation and capitulation
ever since the anti-Jopanese war of resistance.

On February 29 People's Daily accused the “capitalist-
roaders” (openly referred to as a "faction" rather than
a "tiny handful") of "umscrupulously splitting the cen-
fral committee” and warned that they wield "very great



power" in the party. Cleorly, powerful forces are ranged
behind Teng, not only in Peking but also in the prov=-
inces. The "rightist" formula of "taking the three in=-
structions as the link" wos used extensively in local
agricultural conferences in late 1975 (although Hua
Kuo-feng avoided using it in his own important speech
en oagricultural development). Wall newspapers In the
provinces have reportedly broadened the attack to in-
clude local leaders. In the absence of retreats or com=
promises, the fighting could therefore easily engulf
wide areas of the countfry.

In such a situation, the role of the army would be deci-
sive, The army, traditionally Firmly subordinate to o
unified political leadership, split as a result of the cul-
tural revolution and was drown into the factional vor=
tex. During and ofter the crushing of the Lin Piao group,
the regional commanders acquired unprecedented power
and influence, The experience of the cultural revolu=-
tion, together with the inherent conservatism of the
military hierarchy, gave these commanders a natural
inclination toward on alliance with the "conservative"
pragmatists in the leadership. Recently the Shanghai
party has energetically pushed the idea of a "workers
militia" as a eounterweight to this alliance; with vary-
ing degrees of success, A reshuffling of the regional
commands has partly réduced the palitical influence of
the military, but it is still significantly greater than in
other workers states and could quickly re-emerge as an
independent factor in the political situation, The fact
that the principle of party control over the army has
been raised as an issue in the present compaign may
therefore have ominous implications for the future evo=
lution of the power struggle .

The exact role of Chou En=lai in the present erisis has
yet to be clarified, The March 2, 1974, Le Monde re-
ported posters in Canton criticizing Chou for having
favored Teng Hsiao-ping's rehabilitation. After Chou's
death, the Jopanese Sankei Shimbun published a remark-
able decument {subsequently reported by Tass on Janu-
ary 29) purporting to be Chou's "political testament®;
copies were allegedly distributed to members of the
Central Committee by Chou's wife, Teng Ying-chao.
The main points of the document were: China's diplo=
macy should be based on praletarian internationalism
and it should cooperate but not ally with capitalist
countries. The party should observe the principle of
democratic management "and never again make mis-
takes |ike the cultural revolution.” The economy should
be managed by specialists; the emphasis should be
ploced on heavy industry, and the “werkers, peasants,
ard intellectuals must be clearly aware of their mission.

Recently many important documents initially made pub-
lic outside China have been shown to be authentic, If
Chou's testament is also genuine, it shows support for
Teng's conceptions, The implications of the dacument
are that Mao's present critics, like all his past oppo=
nents, also differ with him on relations with imperialism
and the Soviet Union, It seems likely that the "radical”
wing of the bureaucracy on domestic matters is often
rightist on foreign affairs and the "conservative” wing

is more prepared to consider united action with the So=-
viet Union. It isdifficult to gauge the impact on the
Chinese masses of the victeries in Vietnom and Angola.
The Chinese masses, of course, are kept in great igno=-
rance on international questions, But it is hard to be=
lieve that these stunning reverses for Mao's line will
not have some reverbations in the current pelitical cri-
sis in China. {On this point, see the revised English
edition of Livie Maftan's baok Party, Army, and Masses
in China, Mew Left Bocks, London, On Chinese foreign
policy, see articles in INPRECOR, MNes. 2, 5/6, 20,
and 37.) What is probably being reflected is an in-
creasing awareness on the part of sections of the lead=
ership of the sterility of a line that designates the So-
viet Union as "the main enemy, " which has nothing

te de with the charges against these elements that they
"preach recourse to foreign aid" and “favor imperial-
ist or social-imperialist type modernization." (Pecple's
Daily, February 29.)

In domestic policy, the main charge against the "right-
ists" is that they favor professionalism as against class
struggle. Similar charges hove been leveled at other
leaders in the past. Linked to the question of "profes-
sionalism" is the olleged proposal for a slight widening
of wage differentials. (Note, however, than in autumn
1975 Teng reodily asociated himself with attacks on
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CHINA

high salaries for top state officials.) Despite the one-
sidedness-of the present "debate” and the improbability
of many of the allegations, these two particular charges
have the ring of truth.

The background to this pelicy dispute is the ambitious
modernization program announced by Chou En-lai in
1975, which in principle appears to enjoy the support
of all sections of the leadarship. The implementation

of such a program would ploce tremendous strains on a
country as poor and underdeveloped as China, all the
more so if the present unfovorable evelution of the terms
of China's world trade continues, It will alse invelve
wage freezes ond curbs on consumption in @ peried of
rapidly rising output, a situation that breeds resentment
and led in 1974=75 to strike movements across China,
Obviously, inequality, privilege, corruption, and other
symptoms of bureoucratic degeneration will exacerbate
this contradiction arnd threaten the stability of society,
as the cultural revalution showed.

Maa's Instinctive resporse to the deepening mood of un=
rest in the country was to launch the 1973-75 compaigns
inan attempt to limit bureaucratic abuses somewhat,
The proposals of Mao's appanents in the leadership are
more classically Stalinist: to allow small increases in
differentials and thus to create a narrow privileged
layer to act as a cushion between the rule of the bureau-
crocy and the masses. Such propasals would be warmly
welcomead by the lower-level bursaucrats, who were
cowed ana =moralized by the cultural revelution and
were frequently a=cused of deserting their posts in the
face of mass préessure during the recent campaigns.

The Maegist affensive against the "professionalist” prin-
ciple has resulted in the partial re-emergence of vari-
ous forme of workers contrel in Chinese industry. Through-
out the early 1970s press reports spoke of rank=-and-file
resistance to moves fo "strengthen business manogement”
and restore factary discipline. During the 1975 cam-
paign, after the "radical” leaders hod urged the workers
to "occupy the superstructures, " workers' inspection
teams were revived in Shanghai and elsewhere. On Feb-
rwary 10, 1976, the Yugeslav press agency Tanjug re-
ported the formation of “workers control teams, " al-
though it made clear that such bodies had no real power
over praduction plans or income distribution.

Tight party control is apparently a common feature of
all aspects of the present campaign. The formation of
mass struggle organizations has so far been expressly
forbidden. Red Flag (February 19768) called for the
"strengthening of party leadenship, so that the mass de-
bate will develop in a planned manner, step by step.”
BBC -manitored reparts from Wuhan (February ) revealed
that "since the debate began there hos been no halting
of classes or production, no erganizing of liaison visits,
and no erecting of mountain-strongholds during the
movement, "

The marked totalitarian biss in recent campaigns con-
trasts sharply with the classical Maoist themes of equal-
ity and participation. The same Moo whe in 1956 in-
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spired the Red Guords with rhetorical references to the
Paris Commune now eulogizes Chin Shikh Huang, China's
ruthless first unifier and o practitioner of the reaction=
ary philosophy of legalism. Here Mao stands clearly to
the right of his opponents, who despite their hostility

to proletarian democracy favor a certain measure of
liberalization and differentiation in political, intellec-
tual, and cultural life. (Since Chiang Ching lost her
grip on cultural policy in 1973, many hundreds of new
books and periodicals have been published, for the first
time in several years.)

Hua

Will the present crisis deepen into o new cultural reve-
lution, and will the Macists establish their ascendancy
in the leadership? The bolance of forces at the top to-
day is even more heavily weighted ogainst the "radicals”
than it was in 1966; without Mac's pesonal interven-
tion the present campoign would never have got started,
Wide sections of the leadership were traumatized by
the cultural revolution, and Mao can no longer count
on the automatic support of the military. (On this point
see "Behind the 'Criticize Lin, Criticize Confucius'
Campaign,” INPRECOR, Meo. 10, October 17, 1974.)

But since Macism has always drawn its strength from the
mass movement, in the struggle both for state power and
for power in the party, is this not therefore an argument
for Mao's initiating a new cultural revolution? Here a
crucial new factor in the situation must be taken into
consideration. The coune of recent events indicates

that the relationship between Maoism and the mass move-
ment has changed qualitatively, and that ever wider



sections of Chinese society are prepared to break from
the orbit of all wings of the bureaucracy and to sirike
out for their own independent interests.

First, many of the recent campaign themes ariginated
in the unofficial movement (see Western press reports
for June 1974), where they were raised with a boldness
ard immediacy anly distantly reflected in the official
versions.

Second, whereas working class political or strike action
in past yeors has invariably developed in the shadow of
the student movement or one or another section of the
bureoucracy, the strike wave of 1974-75 was remarkable
for its opparent independence from all outside influences,
As in 1967, official denunciations of "syndicalism" re-
veal the emergence of independent frade-union=type
bodies during these struggles. But while the 1967 Shang-
hai strike wave was defused by a combination of polit-
ical persuasion by the Maaist leadership ard internal
divisions within the mas movement ftself, the 1975
Hangchow crisis was ended only by the sending of 10,-
500 troops under Teng Hsioo-ping, after an unsuccess-
ful attempt at palitical mediation by Wang Hung-wen,
(Hangchow workers are clearly using the present cam-
paign to vent their hatred for Teng. According to the
February 28 Le Monde, the attacks on him in the city
have reached an "astonishing volume . ") The grawth

in worker-peasant represantation in leading party and
state bodies since 19469 could acquire more than just
token significance if independent mass action increases,

The growing maturity and self-confidence of the Chi-
nese working class is partly rooted in the ropid socio-
economic development of the country. The evident dis=
enchantment with Mao's narrow conception of the anti=
bureaucratic struggles springs from the failure of the
cultural revolution to fulfill expectations, the seemingly
unending series of cynicol power struggles in the lead-
ership, the growing secrecy and exclusivensss of the
political "deébate, " and Mao's cbvious Tnability ta hit
vpon o "rodical " successor of any real stature in the
country. At the same time, the partial relaxation of
foreign military pressure on China has probably encour-
aged the process of internal differentiation. But recent
events show that the chairman is still capable of re-
sponding to and stimulating the mass movement in o way
unique among established ruling groups.,

Predictions about the course of Chinese politics are
notariously difficult, doubly so since the thought of
"geing to meet Marx" could easily embolden Mao to
make some last dramatic gesture to confound his oppo-
nents. But for the reasons given above it seems that the
campaign will remain more or less within official chan-
nels, particularly since the price of military interven-
tion to restore order would almost certainly be an even
further reduction of "radical” representation at the top,

This explains why the present campaign is coming to a
climax so quickly compared with the slow, step-by-

stap buildup of the anti-Liu campaign during the cul-
tural revolution. Whereos the latter invelved a genu-
ine, although narmowly conceived, mobilization at the
base, the former has up to now been stricty regulated
from above. The official press has also broadly hinted
that the door is still open for yet another "recontation
by the recidivist Teng, thus allowing fer o retreat from
all-out confrontation.

Where does the erosion of their mass base leave the
Maoists? The meosures Mao s now proposing to com=
bat “capitalist restoration” include theoretical study,
"all-round dictatorship” (which means in practice the
extinction of all elements of proletarian democracy),
ard the preparation of a handful of close confidants
{including his wife and son=in=low) to succeed him —
measures which, where not illusory, are downright reac-
tionary in essence. But if a convulsion of the propor=-
tions of the cultural revelution failed to ochieve this
aim, then the present campaign s even more clearly
doomed .,

The inability of the leadership to resolve or even sub=
stantally alleviate the contradictions of Chinese so-
ciety revealed by the cultural revolution is now beyond
all dispute. The palitical struggle that hes broken out
so soon after the death of Chou En-laj has so far re-
mained largely an the level of the bureaucracy. The
death of Mao, however, will signal the end of a his-
torical period and will lead eventually to an explosion
of pent=up social tersions. |n such a situation, the
emsrgence of groups and sectors of society mobilized
independently of the bureoucracy will be of declsive
importance.

March 10, 1974



BALANCE-SHEET
OF THE FIRST CONGRESS

OF THE
GCUBAN COMMUNIST PARTY

by LIVIO MAITAN

A party congress can be an eccasion for making a turn

or for launching a palitical initiative. On the other
hand, it can alse be an occasion for drawing up a bal-
ance-sheet and for systemotization, The first congress

of the Cuban Communist porty was clearly of the secand
variety. Fidel Castra himself stressed this when he hailed
the fortunate timing of the congress.(1) Hence, neither
the documents nor the discussions at the congress brought
forth any new elaments to suggest any revisions in the
views expressed previously.(2) Mevertheless, the gen=
eral cutlook of the Cuban Communist party now appears
in a more organic form, with all its features better de-
fined. It s thus worthwhiie to examine some points in

a synthetic manner.

Historical context and the
nature of the revolution

Fidel began his long report with a historical excursion
during which he estoblished the links between the rev-
olution of 1959 and the struggle for independence dur-
ing the past century and the correspondence betwean
the thought of Lenin and that of José Marti. In drawing
these parallels, he did not introduce any ambiguity
about the character of the revelution. He said:

"Our struggle necessarily had to go beyond a purely
national character and potential and had to link its
fote to the world revelutionary movement. The domina=
tion of the richest and most powerful imperialist power
could not be resisted salely with the strength of @ small
and isalated country. At the same time, with the de-
velopment of capitalism in our country and the emer=
gence of the working class, the content of our revolu-
tion, which under colonialism could nat go beyond the
limits of a national liberation movement inspired by the
liberal principles of the past century, necessarily had
ta move toward a social revolution as well, The task

of liberating the nation from imperialist domination was
now indissolubly united with the task of liquidating the
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exploitation of man by man within our sociery. Both ob-
jectives were inseparable parts of our historical process,
since the capitalist system, which oppressed us os a no=
tion from outside, olso oppressed and exploited us as
workers inside the country; ond the sodial force thot
was oble to liberate the country from oppression inter-
rally, that is, the workers themselves, was the only
force that could sustain us on the external plone against
the imperialist power oppressing the nation.”

In other words, Castro highlighted the permanent
character of the revolution, with no concessions to the
theory of the revolution by stages in either of its two
forms.

At the same time, Costro placed the Cubon revelution=
ary process In its real sociopolitical context, deliver-
ing o coup de grice to the false or one-sided inferpre-
tations symbolized by the 1957 essay by Régis Debray,
"Revalution in the Revelution." Castro recalled some
precedents that were later to operate in depth, such as
how the insurrectional general strike of August 1933
brought down the Machado dictatorship and led to the
formation of "revolutionary soviets” in some of the cen-
ters of sugar production, and he recalled Cuba's inter-
nationalist traditions, again from the 1930s, evidenced
by the approximately 1,000 Cubans who went to fight
in Republican Spain. He returned to the origins and
farmation of the leading group of the July 26 Move-
ment, some of the components of which were broadly
influenced by Marxism-Leninism because of the conti-
nuity asured at the time by the youth and student cells
organized In the Partido Socialista Popular (PSP — Pop-
ular Socialist party, the nome of the old, Stalinis!
Cuban Communist party) (3 He forcefully confirmed
the role of the working class in the final phase of the
revolution, ("Our workers and peasants, integrated into
the Rebel Army, with the support of the middle layers,
pulverized the tyranny, destroyed the armed apparatus
of oppression, and wan the full independence of the
fatherland. With its revolutionary general strike during
the final battle, the working class made a decisive con-
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tribution to. the victory.") He indicated that the rela-
tively faverable international contex! was a precondi-
tion for the victory, on the one hand because of impe-
rialism's failure to understand the patential of the strug-
gle under way in Cuba, and on the other hand because
of the ability the USSR hod acquired to act as a coun=
terweight to Merth American imperialism.

Castro's histerical excursion certainly corresponded to
his aim, which was 1o synthesize all the facters and
their interconnections that hod prepared the revolu-
tion and made its victory possible. But inat least one
basic respect history was altered through o series of
significant omissions.

First, after comectly noting that Balifio and Mella had
on odequate understanding of the character of the revo-
lution at the time of the founding of the Communist
party (1925), Castro remained completely silent about
the subsequent deviations of the CP, including the sec-
tarian and adventurist ones typical of the third period,
which weighed heavily in the events of 1933, Nor did
he say a word about the subsequent right turns that were
to moke the Cuban Communist party one of the forerun=-
ners of Browderite revisionism, organize a bloc with
Batista in 1939, and later participate in the Batista gov-
ernment during the 1940s. (He limited himself to a fleai-
ing allusion te the "ractical allicnces with the laf"
promised by the dictator.) Consequently, in a com=
pletely one-sided manner he attributed the isolation of
the PSP solely to the fact that for a long period, espe-
clally during the cold war, it was the main target of
the bourgeoisie and imperialism and paid the price for
the anticommunist mystification to which broad sectors
of the masses were subject. In other words, Castro for-
got the fundamental point: The Cuban Communists (who
were applying the Stalinist themes of popular and anti-
Fascist fronts) were In large measure thrust te the side-
lines because of their collaboration with sectors of the
ruling class and, in the final analysis, with Yankee im-
perialism itself. It was precisely this policy of the Latin
American Communist parties that left big apenings for

a series of bourgeais and petty-bourgeois national rev-
olutionary movements that were to have a very broad
mass influence for o rather long peried, In Cuba  this
policy left an opening for the July 26 Movement, whose
original character was not different, and for its vieta-
rious struggle.

The absence of this element in Castro's historical syn=
thesis thus constitutes a serious deformation from the
standpoint of analysis; from the political standpoint it
is a concession to the old leading group of the PSP and
even more 5o to the buresucracy of the USSR, which
was principally responsible, through the Stalinized
Comintern, for the decline ard sterilization of the in-
digengus Latin American Communist movemeant. Castro's
silence about the events around the Annibal Escalante
affair and his negative presentation of the trode=union
congress of 1966, which in fact marked an important
stage in the battle against the old, bureoucratized lead-
ing greup, have a similar significance.

In truth, this tendentious rewriting of history is inter-
meshed with a self-critical rewriting of o whole series
of positions that had been taken during the early years
of the revolution for which the leadership is now at-
tempting to find o commen denominator. (We would
suppese that this is plecsing to the talmudists of various
bureaucracies, who had put forward similar arguments
at the height of some of the antibureaucratic battles

of the Fidelista group, not without proveking, os Castro
himself indicated in his replies, more than g few nega-
tive reactions from the Cubans.) According to Castro,
both during the phase of the strugale against Batista

and during the pericd following the victory of the revo-
lution, there were a series of deviations that may be
characterized as "self-sufficiency” and "overestima-
tion, " caused by “the germ of chauvinism and the petty=
bourgeois spirit” typical of those who took te "the rood
of revelution through purely intellectual paths.” The
most serious consequence of these positions, according
to the report, was that “from the very beginning the
Cuban revelution was unable to- fake odvantage of the
rich experience of other peoples in the realm of the
buildihg of socialism, pecples who had taken this read
well before we did, "

That the Castroist group was of petty-bourgeais origin
and therefore corresponded to other similar Latin Amer-
ican mevements is o fundamental fact that is difficult
to dispute, We may say in passing that this origin ex-
plains both some of the ideclogical motivations and po=
litical positions of the first phase of the revalution and
the lack of reference to Marxism-Leninism, whereas
the explanation advanced by Castro at the congress,
which was that this was a deliberate tactical ruse, is
rather less compelling. It is also incontestable that those
who come to the revolution solely through intellectual
development are particularly exposed to the danger of
deformation, and not only in a country like Cuba. And
it is true that right from the beginning the Cuban lead-
ers did not try sufficiently to assimilote the experiences
of other countries, making the neclmary distinction be-
tween basic historical tendencies anf the effects of
specific factors, y

15



Op the other hard, 1t is not correct to adhere to or en-
courage interpretations that cansider the various battles
fought by the Cuban leadership ogainst bureaucratic
eriteria and methods in the building of the transitional
society and against the opportunist degeneration of the
Communist parties to be petty-bourgesis deformations.
When Castro launched his indictment against Stalinist-
style historical falsification; when, in dencuncing
Escalante, he hit upon the concrete mechanisms of a
tendency toward bureaucratization, even if only em-
pirically; when, even while justifying the invasion of
Czechestovakia, he exposed the resporsibility of o bu-
reaucratic leadership; when the Cubon CP rejected the
method of the democratie road to sccialism and the per-
spective of compromise with the bourgeoisie on the basis
of the strategy of the Latin American CPs; when Che
Guevara offirmed that the real choice was socialist rev=
olution ar caricature of revolution, the Cuban leaders
were nof succumbing to petty-bourgecis influences,

but were instead acting on the basis of an analysis of
real phenomena and were posing o perspective of reve-
lstionary struggle for sacialism from the standpoint of
instransigent defense of the interests of the working
closs.

Economic rectification and
“poder popular”

The economic self-criticism, dromatically inftioted at
the time ot '“e failure of the ten-million ten-sugar har-
vest in 1970, recched a plateau with the reports and
resolutions on the system of management and planning.

|t is hardly necessary to recall that such self-criticism
has an objective basis. Incontestably, during the early
vears of the revolution there was a definite flourishing
of tendenciet and orientations of a utopian choracter,
at the root of which was the conviction that stages
could be skipped and that elements of communism could
begin to be introduced. [Mutatis mutandis, this error
wos analogous to that made by the Bolshevik leoders in
their initial interpretation of war communism.) The
present positions, however, are broadly influenced by
the "models” of the USSR and the bureaucratized work-
ars shates closest to the USSR, The very choice of pri=-
orities moves in this direction, despite the fact that the
formula "greater attention to agriculture” and "major
emphasis on industrialization” (a bit in the Chinese
stylel) attemphs to maintain an averall balance. "Dur-
ing thie next Five years, " Castro said, "the process of
industrialization of the country will occelerate consid-
erably."

At the same time, the congress opproved the adoption
of a new system of management whose features were
synthesized as follows:

"The system being proposed takes great account of the

economic laws that reign during the period of the con-
struction of socialism and that exist independent of our
will and desires, Among these laws is the low of value,
the necessity of all the enterprises, including the state
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enterprises, to maintain relations of income and expen-
diture and the necessity that in these relations ond in
general in the various relations that are generated in
the sconomy, taxes, credifs, interest, and the other
market categories function as indispensable instruments
in governing the use to which we put our preductive
resources and in determining to the last detail, to the
lost centovo, how much we are spending on everything
we produce, in order to be able to decide which invest-
ments are most beneficial, to be able to judge which
enterprises, which units, and which collectives are work=
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ing best and which are warking worst and ta be able to
take the appropriate measures.”

The resclution also seeks to offer a response lo the great-
est problems posed for a planned economy, from the
problem of determining prices to problems of manage-
ment of the enterprises and incentives.

It is sufficient to note that in their concern to rehabili-
tate "chjective economic laws" and to avoid falling
into the previously proclaimed utopian idea of elimi-

nating the law of value, the Cubans seem to err in the
opposite direction, making an overly sweeping use of
the category "monetary-market relations.”(4) As far as
incentives ore concerned, an effort was made to com=
bine moral and material incentives, while on the other
hand the system of production norms was reaffirmed. The
adoption of such norms was not new, but their applico-
tion has been slowed dewn by various obstocles, (At
present, 48 percent of the work force work under produc-
tion norms; 20 percent are paid according to piece work;
significant productivity increases have been registered
in a series of sectors. | (5)

Finally, in the administration of the enterprises, "single
responsibility linked to a collective leadership” wos
affirmed as the basic principle. The director, who is
the supreme authority, will be designated by higher
bodies and "advised" by a leodership council in which
the trade=union organizations will be represented, The
participation of the workers in the leadership on ques-
tions such as discussion of the economic plan, the anal-
ysis of the results ochieved, the utilization of the in-
centive funds, the tasks of socialist emulation, and so
on, will be assured "by various methods and in various
forms." In this orea as well, then, the choice of the
Cubaon leadership is rather close to the Soviat "model®
and quite different from the Yugoslay "model, " for ex-
ample.

The idea that the revalution has entered the phase of
imstitutionalization was the central theme of an entira
section of Costra's report and of the resslution on the
organs of populor power. Many of the themes that hove
been broached during recent years were foken up again
and certain central concepts were reaffirmed. Ab the
some time, the stages of the application of fthe decisions
that have been made were fixed ., One impertant stipu=-
lation was that at least twe candidates must be presented
in each district during elections, with a second-round
vate in the evant that no candlidate wins o majority in
the First round.

Thare will be some transference of functions as the pro=
cess of institutionalization takes effect. |n particular,
the Committees for the Defense of the Revalution will
no longer have to fulfill "tasks that are by nature por-
tially of a state charocter, "

Problems of the party

On the question of the function of the party in tronsi-
tianal society, the congress more or less repeated for-
mulas that have already been used in various documents
during post years, For example, the resolution on popu-
lar pawer offirms that "the orgars of popular power are
the highest state authority in the areas in which they
exercise jurisdiction and carry out the tasks of public
gdministration. The party will orient, impulse, and
control the tasks of the state organs, will control the
policy of promotion and training of cadres and will
work to perfect the mechanisms of the state, but musi
never supplant the powers and functions of these mech-
anisms." For his part, Costro, referring to the mass or~
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ganizations, declared: "They are the link that assures
the closest ties of the party to the broad masses,”

Beyond the details of this or that formulation, the basic
cancept is that of the primacy of the party in the tron-=
sitional society; in proctice, this is guaranteed by the
very mechanisms of institutionalization, by the compo-
sition of the apparatus, and by the clear predominance
of party members in the leadership of tociety, a pre-
dominance that becomes virtually exclusive os one
moves up in the hierarchy.(&)

The congress confirmed the concept of the party as the
vanguard and sanctioned the peculiar methed of recruit-
ment whereby all candidates for party membership are
subject to the evaluation of their work mates. Mone-
theless, mosses of members have baen token into the
party rapidly, the totol membership rising from 50,000
in 1945 to about 100,000 in 1970 to 186,000 in 1974
and 202,807 at the end of September of last year. Cas-
tro himself exhibited some concern over the social com=
position of the party, which, according to the statistics
presented at the congress, is as follows: 529 of party
members belong to cells "in the work centers of agricul-
ture and livestock, industry, and construction, * 7,5%
te cells in education, and 3% to cells in the health
system, while nearly 40% fulfill “functions of political
or administrative leadership, " This last factor is signif=
icant, and its importance is not diminished by Castro's
observation that "the great majority of comrades work-
ing on tasks of political leadership or in administrative
activities are of working=closs origin.” Experience has
demonstrated only too often that warking=lass arigin

in itself is not at all sufficient to pravent bureaucratic
degeneration: The conditioning determined by the new
pasition is far more decisive than the conditioning deter-
mined by the original position. (7}

We do not possess all the elements neaded for an over=
all evaluation of the conduct of the precongress discus-
sion and of the wark of the congress itself. The leader-
ship emphasized the very large number of people — bath
inside and cutside the party — who had participated in
the discussion of the droft resclutions and the text of
the new constitution. Thera were criticisms ond dissent,
but we do not know to what extent. For example;
4,200, 000 people were said to have participated in the
discussion en the comstitution, of whom 5,500, 000 were
said to have voted in favor of the text unconditionally,
while 16,000, supported by o tofal of 400,000, are
said to have proposed modifications or amendments. In
the discussion of the document on the agrarian question,
212,000 peasants voted in favor, 901 against, and 228
abstained. In the big popular assembly at the end of

the congress, which was described as the largest ever
held, Castro once again resorted to his outright plebi-
scifary method, with the predictable result that every-
one voted for the decisions of the congress; nobody
voted against and there were no abstentions,

The congresses of the various party bodies seem to have
been pretty much occasions for rubber=stamping deci-
sions and for asserting confidence in the major leaders,

8

As for the national congress, in itself it was an eloquent
indication of the degree to which workers are involved.
Castra's report took up the entire Fist day and half of
the second, while the remainder of the second day was
largely reserved for greetings to the congress and vari-
ous ceremonies. There were only four interventions:
from a hero of labor in the cane fields, a member of

the leadership of Pinar del Rio, an administrater of a
nickel factory, and the poet Nicolos Guillen. The third
day was taken up by the wark of the commissions. Dur=
ing the first part of the fourth day, apart from additional
greetings, there were five interventions, the speckers
being chosen on the basis of the same criteria as were
applied on the second day. The voting on vorfous reso-
lutions began on the ofterncon of the fourth day and
continued on the fifth day. Then the congress concluded
with @ summary by Castro. It is only too clear that the
sole purpose of the congress was to officially ratify
what had already been decided and worked out in all
details.

s ™

SOME FACTS ABOUT CUBA
laccording to congress documents)

Population: 6,743,061 according to 1958 census;
9,296,088 according to 1975 census.

Work force: Inereased by 1 million (58, 59) be-
tween 1959 ard 1947,

Composition of work force:

Cane-cutters: T975: 180,000 (half of the
prerevolutionary peried)

Sugar refining and processing: 1970: 120,000

1975: 89,000
Machine industry: 1959: 4,000
1975: 29,000
Textile and shoe industry: 1959: 14,000
1975: 15,395

Tobacco industry: 1975: 49,672
Construction workers: 1938: 83,000
1975: 275,000
Teaching ond health: 1975: 400, 000
Administrative officials: 1975: 200, 000

Countryside: State sector:  70%
Private sector: 309

Members of AMNAP (the associa-
tian of small peasants): 232, 358,
of whom 142, 128 are awners of

family farms,
Tractors: 1958: 9,000
1975: 54,000

Education: Owverall number of students:
1958: 811,345
1975: 3,051,000

Party membership: 1945: 50,000 (approximate)
1970: 100,000 {(approximate)
1974: 188,995
1975;: 202, 807
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The decisive ideslogical influence of the Soviet bu=-
requcrocy comes through in vorious documents. In oddi=
tion, Castro explained that "many codres.and function-
aries of the party” in charge of the cadre schools had
been trained in the USSR, others in East Germany or
Bulgoria, We will not return to what we have already
sald elsewhere: Point by point, the report on ideclog-
ical struggle tock up the themes and style that have
now become customary, with a virtually Zhdanov=like
flaver, with sterectypic polemics agairst "rightist and
leftist revisionists,  the alleged identity of whom is
regularly denounced.

In his conclusions and in his speech to the mass rally,
Castro used some arguments ond tones in which o sense
&f unease could perhaps be detected, as ihough he
feared he would be occused of nepotism. He was con-
cerned with justifying the elevation of his brother Radl
to the second position in the hierarchy, claiming that
the promotion was a consequence of Radl's genuine
merits. At the same time, he prepored to defend him=
self against possible criticism of @ "personality cult, "
on the one hand by proclaiming that with the process
of irstitutionalization individual men would have o less
important function and that the danger of an excessive
concentration of power would thus be countered more
effectively, on the ather hand by denying the very con-
cept of individual genius. ("Among humanity, properly
speaking, geniuses do not exist, There are brilliant
men. But genius does not exist in these individuals;
genius exists in the mosses."] Thus, he insisted on ex=
plaining that the existing unanimity was nat the result
of "mechanical discipline,” but was instead due to the
foct that the documents hod been widely discussed and
altered in some cases. Finally, he exclaimed signifi-
cantly: "This revolution has not devoured, and will
never devour, its own sons. "

It can be assumed that this autburst was not pleasing

to the bureaucratic delegations present. The Soviet bu-
reaucrats in particular must at least have been moved
to think that it would have been better not to have
spoken of the rope in the house of the hanged.

International policy and
Angola

The congress ratified the intermational policy based on
adherence to the theses of the Soviet bureoucrats; this
was also extended to more specific positions (on India,
Sri Lanka, and Banglodesh, for example). A series of
self-criticism: were made (on the attitude Cuba adopted
during the October crisis of 1962, and more genemlly,
ils attitude during an entire phase of the revalution).
The desire to collaborate with the sa-called nonaligned
countries was confirmed, regardless of the social struc-
tures and political regimes of these countries. For Latin
America, the analytical underpinnings of the orienta-
tion of the past several years were confirmed, that is,
that "in Latin America teday there are no immediate
prospects for overall changes that would lead, as in
Cuba, to sudden social transformations.” This orienta-

tion has been recently concretized in initiatives di-
rected toward Mexico and Panama, whose top leaders
were triumphally received in Cuba. Such initiatives
have not been limited to the diplomatic realm or o
equally legitimate support to specific positions taken
by the regimes in question; instead they have token on
o more general scope, entering into contradiction with
the interests of the workers movements in the countries
concerned. To give just two exomples: The Cuban press
has presented Lépez Portilla, the ruling party's candi-
date for president In Mexico, ina favorable light,
without bothering about the different position that has
been token by the Mexican Communists, who are pre=
senting their own candidate; the Cuban leadership has
also associated itself with the campaign the Panamanian
government is waging to denigrate the revolutionary
students ard erganizations like the Fraccidn Socialista
Revaolucionaria (Revolutionary Socialist Faction), which
are not inclined to overlook the bourgecis charocter of
the Tarrijos regime,(8)

But during the time of the congress itself, Cuban policy
was subjected to important tests. For some time there
had been much talk of Cuba's-desire to reach a com=
promise with the United States, and some people, fall=
ing into hosty impressionism,; had drawn the conclusion
that the Cuban leaders were prepared to pay o very
high price for such o compromise. It is naw clear, how-
ever, that they were not prepared to pay the price of
renouncing their courageous attitude of international ist
solidarity. This had already been irdicated by their
position in support of independence for Puerts Rico.
The intervention in Angola confirmed it brilliantly.
Cuba's decisive commitment to a crucial anti-imperi-
alist battle has few precedents in the history of past
decades, and whatever the particular tactical reasons
for the intervention may have been, it remains exem-
plary testimony to revelutionary internationalism. (9}

Problems in perspective

If all the elements are considered, if account is taken
of the economic advances registered during past years
and of the political expectations created by the process
of institutionalization, and if it is noted that the lead=
ing group has succeeded in preserving its own prastige
among the broad masses, it is legitimate to predict rela-
tive stability for a certain period. But this does not
mean that a series of tepsions and controdictions do not
exist, tensions and contradictions that in the long run
could rise to the surfoce or could even explode if cer-
tain problems remain umsolved or are solved (nade-
quately.

Limiting ourselves to o few brief points, we may say
that economic development continues to foce serious
problems. As we have pointed out elsewhere, the 6%
grewth rate called for in the five-year plan is insuffi-
cient for o country that is still in large measure under-
developed. Costro has explicitly said that more modest
rates will have ta be set than those of previous years.
The spectacular oscillation of the price of sugar on the
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world market will continue to represent a serlous un-
baloncing facter. [After rising o a peak of LSS, 60 a
pound at the end of 1974, the price of sugar fell to
USS.14 o pound in the course of several monthe.)

Politically, the major problem is that of the real con-
tent of institutionalization. The previously existing
voacuum had been one of the major factors fostering the
the emergence and crystallization of a layer of func=
tionories and administrators appropriating the main tasks
of management and leadership. Will institutionaliza-
tion introduce o radical change, with direct participo-
tion of the mosses; or, on the contrary, will it be lim=
ited to providing o new formal fromewsork for the al-
ready existing middle and higher layers of administra=-
tors? The answer to this question in proctice will in
large measure determine the future development of the
revolution, will determine whether or not Cuba will
suffer o bureoucratic degeneration,

Similatly, enly practice will be able to determine the
precise content of certain formulas on the relation be-
tween the party and the institutions of popular power
and between the party and the moss organizations, A
Soviet- or Chinese-style application of the primacy of
the party would make regression inevitable in the long
rum.,

In particular, temsions may arise in the management

and leadaeship of the sconomic enterprises. The for-
mulas that hu = been adopted have hierarchical tan-
dencies, and their application in practice will prabably
entail conflicts between the leadership personnel and
the worker rank and file cver which side will exert the
greatest weight,

As has happened in China, problems may also arise from
what has been one of the major conguests of the revalu-
tian, the enormous increase in the level of education.
Bottlenecks and dangerous imbalances moy arise over
the role to be played by graduates. And obove all, the
increases in cultural needs and the ever more massive
advent of new generations for whom the importance of
comparisons with prerevolutionary conditions is grad=
vally declining will wind up introducing contradictory
elements in the ideclogical manolithism and proctices
of unanimity that have been prevalent up to now.

Finally, in the realm of international palicy, differen-
tiations may arise in face of concrete choices that
sharply pose the implications of certain thearies and
orientations, In particular, the policy of unconditional
support to the so—called revolutionary national ist re-
gimes of Latin America, with the abandoning of the
revolutionaries of these countries, will sooner or later
stimulate critical reflection that could explode to the
surface when important events take place,

For all these reasons, the averall kistoric balance-
sheet of the firt congress of the Cuban Communist party,
despite its genuine importance, is far from definitive,

February 22, 1974
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FOOTNOTES:

1. Fortunate because the seventeen years that have
elapsed since the saizure of power have permitted errors
te be overcome and maturity to be acquired, |t shauld
be obvious that this argument cannot justify such a lang
delay 'in holding a congress; the practical consequence
of the delay has been that during this long period funda-
mental decisions have been made by o rather small num-
ber of people.

2. For our evaluation, see the article that oppeared
in Quatrigme Internationale, No. 22,

3. Inan August 22, 1975, speech Castro had pre-
sented a piece of autobiographical information, recall-
ing that he hod bought his first Marxist-Leninist books
in the CP bookstore on Calle Carles 111,

4. The resolution speoks of "market relations among
enterprises.” It seems to forget that in a planned econ-
omy with nationalized industry the means of production
are no longer commodities and thus the exchange rela-
tionships between the'enterprises that produce them and
those that acquire them are no longer determined by the
low of value (which law does not disappear during the
phase of transition, but whose Field of action steadily
narrows) .

5. The following statistics on wages were presented
at the congress: The average monthly wage is 1346 pescs,
an increase of 219 compared with the 1970 average.
The mean income per family is 203 pesos. Fifty percent
of families have only one woge eorner; 305 hove two;
1256 have thres; and 1.8% have more thon three.

6. An infteresting foct: BS percent of the officers
in the army are members of the party or of the Commu~=
nist youth organizotion.

7. The percentages among the congres delegates
indicate the danger even more clearly, in spite of Cae-
tra's ¢loim that there was no attempt to organize a
"meating of leaders." Thirty percent of the delegates
ware political leaders; 199 were administrative codres;
1956 were officials in the defense and sscurity forces;
35% were militants working in production, education,
apd services, Porticipation by women was [imited: About
1556 of the delegates (and of party members) wers women,

8. See, for example, the October 5, 1975, issue
of Granma, the official organ of the Cuban Communist
party. The Cuban congress alsa ratified the document
of the conference of Latin American Communist parties
held in June 1975. In various respects, this document
represented o compromise befween the Cuban concep-
tions and the troditional conceptions of the leading
groups of the Communist parties. Let us take this oppor-
tunity to indicate our disagreement with the interpreto=
tion of the June 1975 conference advanced In the ar-
ticle by Pablo Rojas published in the Movember 20,
1975, ismue of INPRECOR (MNa, 38).

9. The congrass did not speak of China {or Albania),
except to make fleating reference to China's differences
with Cuba, On the other hand, a rather vigorous po-
lemic was waged in the press against the shameful Mao-
ist pesition on Angola.
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The formation of an independent state in Angola is
the outcome of a political and milifary struogle
waged by many social and political forces. |n spite of
the sxistence of on anticolonialist tradition and the
nha-

scope of the forces mohilized in the armed confr

tion, the struggle went on for fourteen years, because

af the following specific foctors:

o} Portuguese imperialism's interest in contralling
the very considerable resources of the country, espe-
cially since it could not sericusly rely ona neo alonial
reconversion because of its economic and political weak
ness;

-y

far the foscist regime in Lisbon
fi.

A . :
al ampife or sut

b the necessib

maintain its colan

the overall sociopolitical equilibrium an whi

based;

¢) the presence in Angola of o si
gent of colons who were propelled by f
terests ond privileges to defend the tradi

structures to the very end;:

i} the charocter of the Angelan socioeconomic struc=
ture, which was more developed thon that of the other

ae colonies, which implied mare substantial

potential for @ dynamic of parmanent revolution;

Al b ey 1 e
Ol DOuUrgecisie o

ej the absence of an

grae of solidiky;

fi the difficulty for the Linited States 1o play the

card of neccolonialism at the expense of the

nial power and to contribute to a relatis

politico-military links with the Lisbon r
framework of the Atlantic Pact (which involved aid to
1

of the U.5. desire not to en-

the Portuguese army) anc
dangar the political equilibrium of the lberian penin-

ula (the events following Apcil 25, ]".-".-ﬁ-ir confirmed

ust how wall founded this concern was from the stand-

point of the imperialists).

In the coume of the war, fransformations ccourred

that accentuated the weight of some of these foc

uced imperialism's polit=

and, in the final analysis, red

IJJ'
In

ical maneuvaring room. he countryside tha tradi=-
: tional structures were shoken, especiolly in certain re=
I

gions, by military operations, "preventive" represiive
measures [ "strategic hamlets"), and massive immigra-

tion [mainly to Zaire). At the same time, capitalist

VDTl

agriculture based on production for the world market
was increasingly strengthened, at the expense of sub-

sistence agriculture. As for the industrial economy,

investment was made in basic

A ] - : very impartant fore
The following text on Angola was approved by the sectors (ail), in the small- and middle=sized transforma=-
February 1974 meeting of the International Executive tion industry, ond in the commercial netwark. This pro-
Committee of the Fourth International. cess was stepped up at the end of the 1960¢ and the be-
uill’lirlg af the 1970s,
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The result of these combined developments-was that the
relative weight of the capitalist structures increased,
the working class became more numerous, as did other
wage-earning sectors, the urban petty bourgeoisie was
also strengthened, and the bourgeoisies of capitalist
countries other than Portugal became increasingly in-
terested in controlling Angola (the United States and
the West European powers, mainly Britain), The war
was olse prolonged because the anticolonialist move-
ment was deeply divided and the neighboring neccclo-
nial states played an extremely ambiguous role. On the
are hand, they could not avoid aiding the liberation
movements; on the other hand, they tried to control
them and fit them into their own political projects,
going so for as to become vehicles for imperialist pres-
sure. (The Congalese government aided the FMNLA to
the detriment of the MPLA, fostering the wait-and=-see
military attitudes and equivocal political attitudes of
the Holden Roberto leadership; Zambia vacillated in
selecting its main ally.)

The defeat of Partuguese imperialism was not solely

military. In reality, it was determined by the colo-
nial army's inability to crush the armed struggles of the
Angolan people, by the major military defeats suffered
by the imperialists in Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique,
by the foct that the economic burdens of the war were
becoming increasingly intolerable for Lisbon, and by
the increasingly serious political consequences in the
metrepolis of the unending prolengation of the canflict.

During the first phase after April 25 the Spinclist proj-
ect was to accept the occomplished fact of the complets
victory of the PAIGC in Guinea~Bisau, to oequiesce
ta Frelimo'’s control of Mozambique (while not abondon=
ing attempts at blackmail and pressure or rearguard bat=
tles), and to maneuver in Angola with the aim of pre-
serving more direct influence and more substantial con=
trol than in the former colonies. Such an attitude was
linked to the far greater importance of Angsla to Portu-
gal and to imperialism in general, both economically
ond strategically. But the decisive element was the di-
vision of the Angolan national movement and the pos-
sibility of exploiting this division politically and mili-
tarily. Because of the revolutionary crisis in the metrop=
olis and the paralysis of the Portuguese bourgeois army,
the Portuguese government was unable to carry its op-
eration through successfully end found itself compelled
to pull out. But other imperialist and neccolonialist
forces (United States, South Africa, the countries of
capitalist Europe, Zaire, Zombio) plunged into the
open breach, thus confributing more or les directy to
the outtreak of the civil war,

The Angolan national movement dates back to the

1920s; ideclogically, it goes bock even fo the end
of the past century, and it has its roots in anticolanial
struggles extending over four centuries, But it was in
the middle and late 19505 that this movement began to

aequire comsiderable influence and to express itself in
organized forms. The armed struggle began after the
colonial regime rejected any concessions and under the
fmpetus of African and world events (formation of a se-
ries of independent states on the continent, the Alge-
rian war, the victory of the Cuban revolution, etc.).

Varied social and political forces participated in the
movement: the urban petty bourgeoisie, the rodical-
ized intelligentsia, militants and codres coming out of
the proletariat and peasantry, emigrés in the Congs,
eto. It is almost symbolic that the initiotives that marked
the openina of hostilities {in February and March 1941)
were taken by the two social and political components
that were active at the time (nuclei emerging from the
petty bourgeoisie and poor masses in the cities, essen-
tially under the influence of the MPLA, and nuclei
emerging from the peasantry and the emigrés in the
countryside, under the influence of the UPA, predeces-
sor of the FNLA}, From the beginning, both the hreadth
of the layers mobilizing or susceptible to mobilizing

in the ant-imperialist struggle and at the same time
the difficulty in establishing o united political and or-
panizational framewark were falt,

During the period 1961-1946 the FNLA, led by Hol-
den Roberto, succeeded in establishing o relation-
ship of forces clearly in its fovor,

The MPLA, whose original base was essentially urban,
was harder hit by the repression unleashed in the woke
of the 1941 actions and did not succeed in developing
a base outside of the Cabinda enclave. Especially be-
fween 1961 and 1964 the MPLA went through a very
critical phase during which, amaong other things, It
maneuvered with small questionable groups and was se-
riously affected by a crisis of leadership that even led
to the departure of the Virioto de Cruz group (a group
claiming adherence to Marxism and to Maoist concep-
tions), Becouse of its orientation and ifs international
links, the MPLA was particularly hampered by the oc-
tion of the Congelese government, which sabotaged its
activities and tried to eliminate it from the political
cene.,

The FMLA was in a better position fo resist the repres=
sion because of its peasant base. |t was able to fake
odvantage of its presence in the border regions and the
base it had omong the masses of emigrés. It enjoyed aid
from or tolerance of the successive governments of the
Congo. In face of U.5. rejection of requests for mate-
rial gid, it tried to toke advantage of the Sino-Soviet
conflict by initiating an opening toward Peking; it suc-
ceeded in getting the Organization of African Unity to
recognize the government it had set up, the GRAE (Rev-
olutionary Angolan Government in Exile). Even the
tribal component (Bakonge) — always stronger in the
FMNLA than in the MPLA — represented a factor of
strength at the time, since it assured, among other things,
the vital links with the emigration and the Congo.



The situation started to change beginning in 1966,
e MPLA took the initiative again and, utilizing

the forces it had consolidated in Cabinda and enjoying
the tolerance if not active support of Zambia, opened
up new zones of operation (in the East, the Morth, and
later in the Mortheast) . |n 1968 the MPLA declared
that it held contral of one-third of the territory. The
strengthening of the MPLA was aided by its more flex-
ible conception of guerrilla warfore and Its efforts at
organization in the liberated zones, where popular bod-
ies orose in the form of village committees, Thus, it
succeeded in overcoming the narrow framewark of fts
previous sphere of action and in emerging as a force
operating on a national scale,

During the same pericd, the FMNLA adopted a fundamen-
tally wait-and-see attitude, relying almost exclusively
on its bases in the North and its Congolese "rear aregs. "
Pressure from the Kinshosa government contributed to
this erientation. Further, the FMNLA suffered a split
with the departure of Savimbi, who then formed the
UNITA. For a long period, UNITA remained very weak,
but its existence, under the leadership of o man with
very important tribal cennections like Savimbi, inany
case represented a major obstacle to o national exten-
sion of the influence of the FNLA (and, likewlse, an
ckstocle to a supplementary extension of the zane con-
trolled by the MPLA). The change in the relationship

of forces in the field was not without international re-
percussions: the MPLA strengthened its links with the
workers states and the so-called progressive govern-

ments (while the FNLA established relations with China):

the MPLA ochieved a rectification of the attitude of
the states of the OAU, a number of which established
special relations with the MPLA and, in fact, assured
it o status equal to that of the FNLA=GRAE,

When the fascist regime in Lisbon collopsed, the

Angolan national movement was still divided inte
three major tendencies, On several cccasions, espe-
cially in 1972, attempts ot unification had been mode
under the impetus of certain African governments, but
without achieving any real results, There were new at-
* tempts in this direction in 1974, But it was only at the
beginning of 1975 that the Alvor accords permitted the
formation of a single government, under the cuspices
of the former colonial power.

The MPLA was threatened with being put in the pesi-
tion of paying the price for this opmhnn, for three
raaions:

— The FMLA and UNITA made a commen frent,
utilizing tribal foctors ogainst the MPLA;

— The FNLA and UNITA were favored by the alli=
ance with the neighboring neocolonial governments
{with the sole exception of the Congo-Brazzaville,
whose influence was necessarily limited);

= The FNLA and UNITA an]‘uyed the priority sup-
port of the imperialist powers.

The MPLA hoped fo take advantage of the sympathy of
a wing of the MFA = which led it to sow illusions in

the MFA and the Vasco Gongalves government — but

in proctice it won only very limited and ephemeral ad-
vantages in this sphere during the administration of Rosa
Coutinho. In oddition, it suffered o very deep internal
crisis, which divided it into three tendencies and ex-
posed it very dangerously to the influence of neoccola=
nial gevernments during @ certain period,

In this context, the Alvor accords, later confirmed in

Makuru, were the basis of a broad neccolonial opem=
tion, at least patentially. But the outbreak of the civil
war placed everything in questien,

JI]%

The concretization of the Alver project implied the

constitution and maintenance of delicate balances
among many [nterested forces, both Angolan and for-
eign (compromises among various social layers and dif-
ferent ethnic groups and regional formations, among
various pelitical and military apparatuses, conflicts of
interest among various neccolonial states and various
imperialist powers), Directly or indirectly, the Portu-
guese situation introduced other elements of disequilib=
rium and contradiction on several levels. But in the
final analysis, 1t was the dynamic of the movement of
the masses in the cities, especially in Luanda, that
played the decisive role in the cutbreak of the crisis,

The socieeconomic changes that had gone hand in hand
with the colonial war had strengthened the specific
weight of the urban layers, With the-fall of the Cae-
tano regime, all the previous balances were overturned,
Petty-bourgeois layers occupied or hoped to pccupy the
pasitions abandoned by the fleeing colons, The intelli-
gentsia wanted to seize the opportunity to play an im=
portant role in the odministration and in the manoge-
mant of the country in general, The werking class,
whose numerical strength had been increased comse-
quent to the relative industrialization, orgonized and
mobilized to assert its rights and to achieve less miser-
able conditions. The proletarian and plebian mosses of
the urban slums in turn organized and mobilized in self-
defense against the desperate octians of the hardline
colonialists and racists,

Strikes, demorstrations, and mobilizations come one
ofter anather up to the great demonistration that assem-
bled tens of thousands of peaple in Luanda and up to
the halding of a national assembly of rank-and-file
committees (@ general strike hod already ecourred in
Luando in September 1973).

It was precisely the dynamization of these exploited
urban layers, who were unable to be integrated info o
neocolonial framework, that blew up the structure
erected by the Alvor occonds,
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The mobilization of the Luanda masses was not the

result of o deliberate palitical initiative by the
MPLA. In large measure it developed independent of
the will of the MPLA leadership and largely cutside its
arganizational framework (in fact, the MPLA's appe-
ratus was not yet established when the mass mobilizo-
tions broke cut). But because of Tts traditions, its pre=-
viously developed roots, the character of af least some
of its cadres, and its character as a national and not
regional or tribal movement, the MPLA was in the bas
position to benefit from such a movement by enormously.
expanding its oudience. Moreover, the MPLA faced o
very concrete choice: either follow the Alvar orisnta-
tion through to the end by fighting for o strict applica-
tion of the accards, which would have implied, omong
other things, the disarming of "civiliars" and entering
into conflict with the mavement of the masses, or inte=-
grate itself Info this movement and toke over leadership
of it in an attempt to chonnel it at the same time. Given
all the other elements acting against it and given that
it locked a sufficiently broad base among the peasantry,
the MPLA could only chose the secand solution,

The FMLA, on the other hand, which has no real base
in tha cities and which counted on being the main ben-
eficiory of the Alver cccords, if not immediately at
least in the medium term, launched an offersive against
the movement of the masses, occompanied by o bloady
repression. The aim wos 1o impose it own control in

the capital by cutting the ground from under the feet

of i* rival orgonization.

Fot its part, UMNITA completed the turn that led it to
drop its socialistic demagogy, abandon any attitude of
neutrality, present itself to the Portuguese as the port-
ner in the best position fo aid in neccoclonial reconver-
sion, and line up with the FINLA. Its regional char-
acter, which permitted it to win a significant base,
also made it easier for it to take positions against the
mevement of the urban mosies.in Luanda and to commit
ittelf againt the-organization that enjoyed the confi=
dence of thess masses,

O

The concrete genesis of the civil war, the cleav-

age among the indigenous movements, and the
international alignments shed unambiguous light on the
fundamental nature of the Angelan conflict. On the
one side are fundamentally ranged the sociol forces
that have objective interests in struggling for consistent
national independence and in rejecting neocolonial
compromise solutions; this potentially inscribes these
forces within a dypamic of permanent revalution, of
the growing over of the national revolution into gocial
revalution. These forces are: the decisive layers of the
urban working class — both in indusiry and services —
layers of the agricultural wage-sarners, the plebian
masses cast oul of the econemic and social structure by
colenialism, broad sectors of the petty bourgecisie af-
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fected by the wave of radicalization, sectors of the
poor peasantry that participated in the armed struggle
directly or indiractly and underwent their first experi-
ences in political mobilization and erganization by en-
tering inte conflict with the structure of traditional ru=
ral society.

On the other side stand those forces that cling to the
privileges of the past, as ludicrous as these may be,
those who have an Interest In the establishment of o
neocolonial society, those who do not want to sever
the imperialist umbilical cord definitively, those who
want to defend what remains of traditional society.
These forces are: the remnants of the colons, the well-
off layers of the petty bourgeoisie, the embryonic nu-
clei of the national bourgenisie, the traditional chiefs
and their acolytes. The outbreak of the civil war in
conjunction with the movement of the urban mosses re-
flects In o condensed — and simplified — form the so-
ciopalitical content of the military confrantation,

The foct that the FILA and UNITA are supported by
American imperialism, the major European imperialist
powers, the rocists of South Africa, and the bloc of the
most conservative or even reactionary neocolonial states,
while the MPLA enjoys the support of the workers states
{with the ignoble exception of Chinal, primarily that
of the Soviet Union and Cuba, and the neccolonial gov-
ernments which are still unable to jettison either the
traditions of struggle of thair national mevements or the
mass sentiment that still exists or which want to pelish
up their "progressive” imoges confirms and strengthens
the analysis of the dynamic of the indigenous forces,
Moreaver, it is cleor that o possible victary for the
FRLA-UMNITA bloc wauld not anly mark a success for
the counterrevalution in Angola, with a tragic conse-
gquence of bloody repression, but would also strengthen
the pesitions of imperialism In this region of very great
strategic importance, would breathe new life into the
South African rocists, and would lead to the formation
of more reac tionary regimes in a series of African coun-
tries.

ll The intervention of the imperialists in the An-
golan eivil war was inspired by their need to de-
fend their extremely important economic, political,
and strategic interests in Angola {tself and dbove all
throughout this region of Africa.

The U.5. government was subject to controdictory pres-
sures: On the one hand, there were fendencias faver-
ing an intervention because of specific economic inter-
ests or political considerations. On the ather hand,
there was resistance from groups that were concernad
about the negative consequences for their interests in

a series of African states that could result from o basic
commitment to the FNLA-UNITA bloc ond to the Pre=
torio regime; further, some politicians were more in=-
clined to play the card of integrating the MPLA into o
neccolanial ist project. But the overall palitical and
strategic stakes involved compelled Washington to opt
for supparting the FNLA and UNITA, IF this support has




so for not been translated into a direct military inter-
vention, it is because of the situation created by the
recent defeat in Vietnam and the fear of provoking o
rebirth of the antiwar movemeant, especially omong the
Black minority. For its part, the South African regime
was propelled to intervene because of its desire to de-
fend long-standing economic Interests and bacause of
its concern for maintaining its strategic and political
ramparts. The Pretoria regime committed itself espe-
cially because it is now being undermined by o serious
crisis, o crisis that could come to g head in the event
of a victory of the anti=imperialist forces in Angola
and possibly in other countries of the region, stimu-
lating the struggle of the most impartant proletariat of
oll Africa and placing the very existence of the re-
gime In question,

The action of the Saviet bureaucracy is explained by

its desire to play an important political role both in the
region and in Africa in general and its determination
not to relinguish at the decisive moment the odvantages
it may draw from the support it has long-since gronted
the MPLA. At the same time, the Soviet burecutracy

is motivated by the need to make gains against Ching

in the international communist ond workers movement
and among the masses of the colonial or semicalonial
countries. MNor may it be excluded that the internal sit-
uation in the Communist party of the Soviet Union on
the eve of its new congress may be involved. The Cuban
intervention, while reflecting the basic political accord
between Hovana ond Moscow, has special importance
becouse of the very fact of its massive and direct char-
acter; this intervention represents a genuvine challenge
to Americon imperiolism, in the best troditions of reve-
lutionary internationalism,

l The definition of the chamcter of the clvil war
and the comprehemion of the potential for o dy-
nomic of permanent revalution, bosed on the analysis
of the social forces and not of the political organizo-
tions, are not in contradiction with characterizing the
MPLA 05 o movement with a petty-bourgeois leadership,
The nature of the MPLA has been petty bourgeois since
its origin, both because of its sociol composition and
because of itz political conceptions and orienfations.
To the extent that Tt acquired a mass influence, became
an important compenent of the anti-imperialist move-
ment, and committed itself to a prolonged armed strug=
gle against Portuguese colonialism, the MPLA s, more
precisely, an expression of a revalutionary patty-bour-
geois nationalist current. The ideclogical and political
influence exercised from the beginning by elements
with Stalinist or Khrushchevist tralning Is not in contra-
diction with the MPLA's ideclogy as a whole, This is
true not only because petty-bourgeois revelutionaries
can utilize Marxism, especially a deformed Marxism,
as an ingredient in their conceptions, but more con-
cretely because Stalinist theses on the revelution by
stages and bureaucratic conceptions of the relationship

with the masses tend to coincide with the line of col-
laboration with the so-called national bourgesisie, the
conceptions of the state and party, and the bureaucratic
methods of organization which have charocterized and
still characterize the MPLA. The fact that the MPLA
orgonized eommittees in the liberated zanes and, im=
mediately after April 25, 1974, called for the creation
of committeas in the cities must not obscure the fact
that these committees were conceived on the basis of
paternalist and authoritarian critecia, that the internal
functioning of the MPLA itself hos alwoys suffared from
very serious bureaucratic deformations, that even dur-
ing the past several months the MPLA's takeover of the
mass movement in Luanda has enfoiled o restructuring
of the committees from above, with the elimination of
codres and militants denounced as ultraleftists or anar-
chists and with severe purge measures,
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army of the Péople's Republic of Angola are not

& result solely of military superiority; they are ex-
plainable politically above all, While the FNLA and
UMITA proved incapable of mobilizing the masses in
thair zones of influence or of raising the morale of their
traops, the MPLA was able to rely on a solid urban
base o start from. Up to now, the peasant masses have
not played an active role. Mevertheless, their mobili-
zaotion remains essential not only for o definitive vic-
tory in the civil war, but more generally for the future
of the Angolan revelution, The decisive point remains
the conguest of o brood peasant base, Any possible un-
derestimation of these problems would have very nega-
tive consequences not only on the current military con-
flict but also and more generally on the future of the
Angolan revelution. That is why it is o political priority
to struggle for an agrarian reform that breaks the power
of the large landlords and capitalist farmers, loosens
the vice of poverty of subsistence agriculture and ik
remaining tribol structures, guarantees the small and
middle peasants adequate prices for their products and
allows them to escape the claws of the middlemen, and
alds the population of the couniryside in resolving the
elementary problems created by the calonial war and
the civil war,

! The rapid and substantial successes won by the
t

At the same time, measures expropriating imperial izt
property = inany case a legitimate respanse to the
combined miiitary attocks against the People's Republic
of Angala — would have the effect of swolidifying the
ranks of the anti-imperialist forces through eoncretely
demonstrating to the masses that they are being called
upan to fight in defense of their most pressing interests,

But the struggle for consistent anti-imperialist objec-
tives must go hand in hand with the revolutionary and
democratic rank-and-file organization of the masses,
The experiences of the past two years, sspecially at
the height of the urban mobilizations, must be moxi-
mally copitalized an by the relounching of democratic
and revolutionary bodies whose leaders are elected by
the masses and can be removed if they do not accom-
plish their tosks, leoders who do not enjoy any material
privileges. The strictest respect for democratic rights,
including the right of expression of the various political
currents and organizations, is o necessity that is par=
tHeularly felt after centuries of colonization and long
years of merciless imperialist repression. A maoss demo=
cratic revalutionary organization opposing any bureau-
cratic grip or authoritarian constraint olse represents

a crucially important instrument for the struggle against
trod itional reactionary structures and tribal remnants.

Militants who have gone through the struggle experig
ences of the past two or three years and who have as-
similated the lessons of the anticapitalist struggles of
the masses of ather countries, including Eost Europe,
can and must play an important role in this battle,
Finally, the anti-imperialist struggle of the Angalan
masses will be strengthened to the axtent that tight
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links are established with the revolutionary movements
of southern Africa, which, through theirstruggle, are
weakening the racist regimes of Preforia and Lalisbury,
ramparts of imperialism in this part of the cantinent.

and UMITA have compelled the imperialist and
neascalonial forces to revise their palicy. Some neoco-
lonial governments have already made a turn: They
have recognized the People's Republic of Angsla and
are seeking o compromise with the MPLA, The imperi-
alists of the United States and West Europe could follow
them dewn this road, working out a wide-ranging oper=
ation to integrate the People's Republic of Angola more
or less quickly into a relatively "progressive” nescolo-
nial project. Well-off petty-bourgeois circles, embry-
onic nuclel of the "national " bourgeoisie, an entire
constellotion of profiteers and careerists provide the
material base for such an operation, The rightist ten-
dencies of the MPLA, which had alreody been leaning
toward compromise solutions, particularly with UNITA,
may play the game through to the end. This project of
the MPLA leadership — expressed, for example, in the
basic law of the Pecple's Republic = is not at all in
contradiction with sueh a neccolonial operation, as s
confirmed, among other things, by the recent overtures
toward Zaire and Zambia.

l The catastrophic military defeats of the FMNLA

In foce of such o possibility — and in any cose to pre=
vent the ropid defeat of the snemy from paradoxically
having negative consequences for the revolutionary
struggle — it appeors all the more necessory to mobilize
and organize the masses into democratic bodies that
guarantee mass autonomy of any explaiting class and
any bureaucratic apparatus, This task, which will not
be accomplished by the petty-bourgeois leadership of
the MPLA, will have to be taken up on a priority basis
by revolutionaries linked to the mos movement,

\%

The resolution on Africa adopted at the Eighth
World Congress of the Fourth International in
1945 declared in regard to Angola:

"It is clear that a genuine revalutionary Angalan lead-
ership does not yet exist and that internal conflicts and
struggles of the nationalist movement will probably con-
tinue to appear for a whole period, In determining
which field of action they will give preference, the
Fundamental eriterion for revelutionary Marxists s who
at a given stage exercises real mass influence and who
is actually fighting, because that is where the logic of
the revelutionary struggle most easily permits the forma=
tion of a revolutionary vanguard, The line of o leader-
ship or a few leoders connot be a decisive criterion,

all the less so in the case of insinuations or suspicions

about this or that person. . . . Without hiding its erit-



icisms and while developing its own concepis on the
nature of the Angolan revolution, the Fourth Interna-
tional will continue to solidarize with the forces in ac-
tual struggle, which are primarily the peasant forces
organized ot the present stage essentially in the FINLA,
The Fourth International holds that the unification of
the FNLA with other existing forces (which the FINLA
says it favors in principle) would prove profitable, nat-
urally on condition that it be realized in the strugale,
on the basis of a clear anti-imperialist and anticolo-
nialist program, without which the indispensable unity
in the armed struggle would suffer,"

Although the criterio applied were correct and the
analysis of the relationship of forces in the field was
basically accurate, a self-criticism is nonetheless nec-
essary; it can be synthesized in the following terms:

a) The February 1964 resolution of the United See-
retariat and the resolution of the Eighth World Congress
overestimated the possibilities of the FNLA's overcom-
ing its tribal origins and the comequences of ity re=-
gional dependerice and thus of escaping the influence
axercised by the neocolonial Congolese governments,
vehicles for imperialist pressure.

b} The same resolutions did not take account of the
MPLA's possibilities and capacities of ralaunching ac-
tion in other parts of the country and underestimated
the mole that could be played in that event by its ide-

ology, which fs more progressive than that of the FNLA,

¢} The Fourth International deloyed considerably
in the analytical verification of the situation in Angola
and corsequently in making the necessary political and
tactical adjustments. Even the resolution of the Tenth
Warld Congress in February 1974 limited itself to the
very general assertion that “the furtherance of the
process of permanent revalution . . . canonly be car-
ried out on the bosis of a clarification within the MPLA
and Frelimo" and pointed to "the task of building revo-
lutionary Marxist cadres, "

In the civil war that broke cut on the ave of the

formal proclamation of independence, the Fourth
International choses the comp of the People's Republic
of Angolo founded by the MPLA against the holy alli-
ance of imperialists, rocists, and indigenous reaction-
aries, |t stands on the side of the mosses who are mobi=
lizing to deferd the independence won through o deter-
mined armed struggle, to defend their primordial inter-
ests against all exploiting layers and classes, both for-
eign and "nationol, " for the expropriation of the capi-
talists and landed proprietors and the formation of o
workers and peasants government based on democratic
ravolutionary commitiees, direct expressions of the
masses .

Such an attitude in no way implies that the Fourth In-
ternational abandons its criticisms of the MPLA leader-
ship, which it characterizes os petty-bourgenis nation=
olist and not as proletarian communist, and which will

not be able to earry out the tosk of building a workers
state, Alignment in the same camp and solidarity ino
common strugale are not in contradiction with the in=
dispensable battle for the political independence of the
working class and revelutionaries and for the construc-
tion of a proletarian revolutionary leadership and a rev—
olutionary Marxist organization,

Angolan revolutionary Marxists unreservedly commit
themselves to the military struggle against the resction-
ary holy alliance until the definitive victory, for the
defense of the People's Republic of Angola, for the
complete independence of Angala. In their political
campaign they emphasize the necessity for an active
and conscious mobilization of the masses, for their or-
ganization into democratic and revolutionary commit=
tees, the delegotes elected and revocaoble at all times;
they further emphosize the deferte of democratic rights
for all those fighting in the anti-imperialist camp. They
corry out an indispensable task of theoretical and palit-
ical clarification on the nature and strategy of the reve
olution in Angala by attempting first to regroup the
codres and militants who have already undergone expe-
riences in struggle and mass mobilization and have
critically reflected on these experiences,

The Fourth International must take an active

part in a compaign of solidarity with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Angsla organized on o world scale.
This campaign should demand the immediate and uncan-
ditional withdrawal of all imperialist and neccolonialist
forces; it should call for political ond material aid from
the workers states and the international workers move=
ment, the halt of all shipments of arms and matériel to
the FNLA=UNITA blec, and the recognition of the
MPLA ond the Pecple's Republic of Angala,

The Fourth International denounces the ottitude of the
Chinese bureaucratic leadership, which, after aiding
the FNLA, is now adopting o hypocritical neutral atti=
tude, thus giving a practical demonstration of the ne=
farieus character of its conceptions and analyses and
of a policy basted on denauncing the USSR as tha main
enemy, a policy actually aimed ot reaching o compro-
mise with American, European, and Japanese imperi-
alism.

African revolutionary Marxists, conscious that the de-
feat of the imperialists and neocolonialists in the An-
golan civil war would have encrmous repercussions:
throughout the continant, would create favorable con-
ditions for the overthrow of the rocist regimes of South
Africo, MNamibia, and Zimbobwe, and would undermine
the bases of the reactionary neocelonial regimes, will
campaign for militant support to the People's Republic
and the Angolan fighters in the circles of the African
political vanguord, in the mass organizations, in the
trade unions, and in the arganizations of workers and
students abroad.,
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The palitical crisis now offecting Zombia has reached
new heights with events in the past month. The UNIP
{United Motional Independence party) government is
now recognizably threatened an both left and right. It
is probably less popular than ever among the urban pop=
ulation, which constitutes the only significant barom-
eter of political mood,

The students at UNZA (the Univesity of Zambia in
Lusaka) have been foremost in articulating oppesition
to the regime. A consistent compaign against the gov=
emnment's policy on Angola has been conducted on that
campus since the beginning of the new year. Zambian
policy on Angola has been determined by a number of
considerations, which were outlined at length in the
article "Zambia — Repercussions of the Angolan Civil
War" (see INPRECOR, MNo, 43, February 5, 1976).
Briefly, these are;

1. The desire to reopen full trode relations with white-
ruled Rhodesia and South Africa following the total
failure to achieve any significant measure of import=

substitution through attempted industrialization programs,

2, A fear of the dynamic involved in a victory of the
MPLA, an event that hos already shown that it is likely
to cccelerate the process of opening full=scale war by

* the oppressed population against the remaining strong=~
holds of white racism. Such o development could rap-
idly open the woy to a sustained anti=imperialist and
anticapitalist mobilization throughout sauthern Africa.

3. Recently, on octual dependence on South Africa
through the now well-known measures of economic sup-
port provided by the Vorster regime to Zambia's ailing
economy,

|t was above all this open collaborotion with the forces
of imperialism and rocism that fueled the protests of
Zambia's university students, This generation has been
brought up on a diet consisting of constant evocations
of the sacrifices the country has supposedly made fo
support its brothers and sisters struggling against the
white regimes, The increasingly obvious contradiction
of these principles invalved in Zambia's Angelan policy
wat certain to raise big doubts. When a relatively small
group of militants began to explain the roots of this
policy and to campaign for its reversal, they met with

o mass respanse that went far beyond their wildest hopes
or expectations. This development was o clear lesson

in the Intrinsic relevonce of international issues to the
owakening of comsciousness in the neocolonial countries
of Africa. Events in Angola have demonstrated on o
day-to-day level the intimate ties existing between

the Zombian ruling group ond imperializm. For the more
conscious sections of the populotion, these events have
given a clearer picture than a thousand articles could
have given of the real closs nature of the regime,

Serious organizing in solidority with the MPLA began
at the university as soon as the new term cpened on
Jonuary 5. The campaign was initiated largely by sup-
porters of the Franz Fanon Soclety, o socialist discus-
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sion group that has served as: a focus for the regroup=-
ment of radicals on the campus. This group is the only
overtly political organization at UNZA, where attempts
to establish o branch of the UNIP hove been frustrated
for many yeors by opposition from the students,

Agitation met with an immediate response from the mass
of students, culminating in a one=day strike on January
15, the object of which wos to demand that the govern-
ment immediately reverse its stand on the Angolan civil
war and give full support to the MPLA. During the
strike the compus wos occupied by the students and mass
meetings were held throvghout the doy o discuss the
reasons behind the action. Tha authorities mode every
effort to suppress any news of this avent, While the
strike was headlined on Luanda radia, It was ignored
by the rest of the Zombian newspapers, radio, and tele=
vision. Throughout the day the campus was surrounded
by armed police, but no attempt was made to enter the
pramises. All traffic wos diverted off the Great Eost
Road, which passes the frant entrance of the university,
in order to prevent passing travelers from seeing tha

big posters that hod been hung up proclaiming solidarity
with the MPLA,

The first public manifestation of the government's con=
cern about the situation at UNZA came on Sunday,
January 25, when demonstrations in support of official
policy on Angola were staged in Lusaka and MNdola,
the copperbelt center. At the Ndola rally, featured
speaker Frank Chitambala, UMNIP central commitiee
member, indirectly revealed the real reasors behind
the demonstrations when he mentioned "misguided for=
eign lecturers” at UNZA who had supposedly been "fo-
menting trouble among students” by whipping up support
for @ line opposed to the government's fareign policy.

MNews of the plans for pro~government demonstrations
come late to UNZA activists, They were therefore able
to distribute leaflets aimed at dissuading potential par-
ticipants only at Evelyn Hone College, an institution
of higher education. The result was that not a single
student from that institution participated Tn the demon-
stration. But militants were still able to disrupt the




plans of the UNIP somewhat, Arriving at the assembly
point before the organizers of the demeonstration, they
distributed large numbers of leaflets explaining the
reosons for giving support to the MPLA, They were read
and digested by the appraximately B0O Lusaka secondary
school students who had been cajoled inte ottending
the march to State House (the presidential residence) .
The effects of these efforts become clear during the
course of President Kenneth Kaunda's speech. Utilizing
his well=known gimmick of crowd involvement, on sev=
eral occasions he bellowed the question, "Who do we
support?" |n response to this came o clear chant of
"MPLA" imsteod of the hoped for answer of "o govern-
ment of national unity."

Events moved rapidly toward confrantation efter these
opening salves, On the evening of lonvary 28 Kounda
went on radio and television and announced the insti-
tution of o full "state of emergency” throughout the
country. Since Zambia has been under a "partial” state
of emergency since the unilateral decloration of inde-
pendence by Rhodesia in MNovember 1965, it is diffi-
cult to immediately assess what the precise legal changes
are that have been introduced now . But skrong empha-
sis was laid on the suspension of all guorantees under
Article Three of the constitution, which is concerned
with elementary democratic ond civil rights, Its revo-
cation amounts to a total removal of the basic freedoms
of speech, ossembly, etc., and to allowing the police
force to enter any premises without a warrant,

The first arrast under the new powers come on Saturday,
Januvary 31, when Lionel Cliffe, a British lecturer ot
UNZA, was seized and detained for 28 days. No rea-
sons For his arrest were given, but his wife stated that
police had removed literature on Angola from their
house on the campus, Cliffe was well known as an ac-
tivist in the British Committee for Freedom in Mozam=
bique, Angola, and Guinea-Bisau between 1971

and 1974, Prior to this he had worked for ten years at
the Tanzanian university of Dar es Salaam where he

hoed acted for a long period in an odvisory capacity fo
the government. Zambia's position on Angola wos dem-
orstrated very starkly by the detention of a person whose

recond showed him to be a comsistent fighter against
imperialism.

Cliffa's detention threw the university into a state of
ferment that culminated in a general sirike on February
5. This time the anger of the students was particularly
directed at two members of the staff accused of collab-
orating with government attempts at repression. Dean
of the arts and social science faculty, MNdem, o Mige-
rian, hod refused to call a meeting of the staff to dis-
cuss the jailing of Cliffe. Mutukwa, a Zambian col-
league of Cliffe's in the political science department,
was accused of having ployed @ part in the government's
attempts to implicate Cliffe in the organization of pro=
MPLA attions on the campus, The strike demanded the
immediate dismissal of these two men.

The government responded rapidly. On February 7 armed
police surrounded the campus. The pretext for this ac-
tlon was an Incident in which a student who was well
known to be one of numerous police agents working in
the area pulled a gun on a group of students who had
begun to taunt him in the refectory. A near riot situa=
tion developed and the police stooge appears to have
been lucky to have escaped without injury.

A full blockade of the campus went into effect; thoze
inside could not recelve food and the half of the cam-
pus population thot had gene into the center of Lusaka
for the day was prevented from returning and was forced
to sleep cutside. On the same day, three more members
of the stoff were arrested:

1. Siemensma, a Dutchman, who was reported to
have been sending reports (presumably accurate and
therefore embarrassing to the government) to the media
in Holland - on the situotion at UNZA,

2. D. Longhi, an ltalion lecturer in the department
of sociology, who was said to have been "instrumental
in attempting to secure the relecse of Cliffe,"

3. Perhaps the most embarrassing for the government,
Robert Malteno, a stateless South African refugee, who
had been on the staff for eight years, During that time
he is known to have acted as a government adviser for
several periods. He is also known to the entire first
year secondary school population as the author of a
textbook entitled "The Zambian Community and |ts
Government, " which Is compulsory reading in the newly
introduced civics course. The purpose of this new civics
course is to inculcate an admiration for the one-party
state and its institutions in the minds of young Zambians.
It must be said that Molteno's book does as good a job
as possible in fulfilling the difficult task of making this
system appear "humanist" and democratic. Molteno's
crime appears to have been that he took the government
at its word and wos centrally involved in organizing
the production of a letter signed by 75 members of the
stoff protesting Cliffe's detention as a blow ogainst the
principles of scademic freedom and calling for his im-
mediate reinstatement "with honor."

It is clear that the decision to close the university was
heavily influenced by the fact that o solid bloc of
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staff and students opposed to the government's repres—
sive policies oppeared to be assembling. Cn the night
of February 7 the police moved onto the campus and
escalated their brutality in o clear ottempt to provoke
a confrontation that would enable the closing of the
university to be blamed on the students. These tactics
largely failed, But on Meorday, February 7, Education
Minister Mulikita went an the radio and announced the
closing of UNZA for an indefinite period, which he
said waos being done in order to aveid the "inevitable
bloodshed ond damoge o property” thot would ensue

if the university remained open, Students were given
10 Kwacha (1 Kwacha =US81.40) for trovel expenses,
bundled into buses under police and army supervision,
and dumped at Lusaka's main bus station o owait frons-
portation home. Twenty-one studenis were addsd 1o

the four lecturers in datention, They included the an-
tire executive committee of the students union as well
as & number of known activists invalved in erganizing
the events of the previous week, These new arrests
made it impossible for the government fo consider keep-
ing the unversity apen for fear of the protests that would
follow.

Four weaks of intense political ferment at the university
then came to an and. In the course of these weeks,
hundreds of students hod been radicalized and hod come
to understand the real nature of their "humanist” gov-
ernment's palicies in at |east one crucial area, Govern-
ment spokespecple prided themsalves an having given

a lesson to upstart students and, above all, to those
lecturers who haa “infiltrated" the institution as "agents
of superpowers. " But the Zaombion public was clearly
less impressed. On the following Sunday, February 15,
the Sunday Times, the government-controlled newspaper,
printed one of its supplements golled "the people talk-
ing." Thiz column carries comments on a current event
by 20 or 30 "members of the public." Mof one person
could be found who would express outright support for
the closing of UNZA in the special supplement devoted
to this question. The geneml level of comment was best
summarized by the individual whao decried the fac) that
the government could spend so much energy on dealing
with o couple thausand students while it displayed litte
fervor in tackling the economic problems affecting the
general public, Far from having ochieved its objective
of isalating student activists from the mass of the popu-
lation, it would oppear that the government may have
octed insuch o woy a3 to contribute to cutting down
barriers between the students and the general public.

It is not yet known when the university will reopen and
no word hos yet oppeored on the fate of the defainees,
But it seems likely that when the students do return to
the campus they will not have undergone any significant
demoralization or reduction in their capacity for anti=
government mobilization.

Central to continuing high morale will be the foct that
the MPLA has been victorious and that, despite attempts
ta cover this up with various complex formules, Zambia
will be ferced to grant de facto if not de jure recogni-
tion to the new government — o move dictated obove
all by the desire to ensure the ropid re-opening of the
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Benguela railway. In this new situation, it is going to
be acutely embarrassing for the government to continue
to hold 25 people in detention for any length of time
because they odvocaoted o course of action now forced
on a reluctant administration by actual events. Thus,
when students refurn to UNZA it is certain that they
will be collectively comscious that their struggle has
been victorious, Such a situation will place agitation
for a further develapment of political comsciousness on
extremely favorable terrain.

But appasition at the university to the government's
stand on Angola was not the only threat facing the gov-
ernment in this period. In the copperbalt o massive re=
sponse was avoked by the government's plans to inta-
grate mine housing with that of the local authorities.
In the past, mine workers have lived in mine houses
frequently located in compounds entirely separate from
those of the rest of the population. |n these they have
enjoyed rents an the overage well belaw those of local
autherity tenants, Same services such as water have
been supplied free and, due to the more efficient na-
ture of the monagement, essential matters such as the
maintepance of property have been dealt with more
promptly. Thus, the announcement that local authorities
would now take over management of all mine housing
wos greeted with dismay. In Chingola, Kitwe, and
Luamshya the official commission of inquiry designated
to investigote the jssue wos greeted by rowdy meetings
organized by local branthes of the MUZ (Mine Worl-
ers Union of Zambia). At Rokana mine in Kitwe on
January 21, the commission was prevented from carry-
ing out any public hesarings when thousands of miners
laid siege to the meeting place.

Among those quick to capitalize on the situation were
the remnants of the United Progressive party (UPP),
which originated in a split from the UNIP in 1971 led
by former vice-president Simon Kapwepwe, The UPP
wis banned in 1972, immediataly prior to the introduc-
tion of the one-party stote, Trading on their historic
base in the copperbelt (Mufulira was the only place in
which the UPP monaged to win a parliomentary election
during its brief existence), former LIPP activists who
have always maintained Irformal links began to organize
to rebuild their suppart. They undoubtedly played an
important rale in some of the mobilizations ogainst the
commission. The UPP is in no sense o progressive oppo-
sition to the UMNIP, In foct, one of its main planks in
the early 1970s was for the reopening of full economic
relations with white=ruled southern Africa, Furthermore,
the leadership was always composed overwhelmingly of
Bemba, the tribal grouping dominant in the copperbelt,
who hod seen themselves excluded from political effice
by Kaurda's constant emphasis on maintaining a balance
in leading positions. Thus support for the UPP has often
tended o be based on o crude tribalism.

The active re-emergence of this tendency was accom-
panied by a renewed polarization inside Zambia's one-
party porlioment. Here the leading spokesman for the
right is undoubtedly Arthur Wina, former minister of
finance and now a member of parliament fram Living=



stane, who is a leading businessman and chairman of
the Zambia MNational Council far Commerce and Indus-
try. On Jonuary 21, Wina launched & full-scale attack
in parlioment on the fact that-the Rhodesion border con-
tinues to ba closed to Zambian roil or rood Fraffic,
charging that the recpening of this border was an eco-
nomic necessity for the country daspite any political
considerations, He wos supporfed by many MPs, some
of whom used the apportunity to lounch attacks on Zim=
bobwean freedam fighters, accusing them of having
failed to use the comrect tactics in unifying and thus
failing fo win liberotion, It wos said that Zambio was
being drained by its support to these ungroteful traitors
fo Africa.

Even though the specker of parliament attempted to
closa this debate by declaring that the matter had been
conclusively dealt with 1n Kaunda's January 24 refusal
to consider the question, Wina popped up opain on Feb=
ruary 4, His new speech broadened out into what could
be characterized os the beginning of o manifesto for

the right. Once again he demanded that the border be
re-opaned "to sove o collopsing economy." He went

on to attack an easy target: the government's totally
ineffective attempts to promate cooperative farming

in Zambia, He said;: "We should give support to com-
mercial farmers before we use our money on experiments
in collectivized farming, stc. It is not groups of peo=
ple who are going to feed the nation, but individuals, "
He went on to drow unfavaroble comparisans with the
situation in Malawl, o country which, he elaimed, was
able to feed itself and even to increase agricultural
exports because of its unabashed faith in private enter-
prise farming.

On February 5, Whiteson Banda, Malambo MP, spoke
on the same theme, declaring: "Development programs
will never succeed withaut the help of foreign invest-
ment, The party and govermnment's shift toward socialism
is scaring away would be investors and, If not relaxed,
will lead to the collapse of the economy,"

Thus, the past few weeks have seen the clear re-emer=-
gence of a right-wing tendency that is impatient to
dispense with the clap-trap of Kaundo's "humanism"
and his verbal commitments to socialism (however far
afield the octions of the government are from this goal)
in faver of an explicit orientation toeward the develop-
ment of a private enterprise economy.

The economic measures taken at the end of January
might further embarrass the government. On Jonuary
30, Minister of Finance Mwanashiku presented his bud-
get, which increased prices of petrol, beer, tobacco,
and other "luxuries," On Sunday, February 1, came
an announcement of criminal increases in the price of
corn meal, the staple food of Zambia's population,
A 110-pound bag of breakfast meal was increased from
K4.10 to K9, Roller meal was upped from K3.20 1o
K3.956. In an attempt to justify this, Kaunda wos ac-
tually quoted os saying that breckfast meal was a lux-
| ury food, eaten only by the opamwambas (top people).
Lln foct, os wos pointed out by numerous people asked

for comment by the press, roller meal is so crudely
manufactured that it is virtually inedible and involves
a large omount of woste. Thus, breakfast meal has gen-
erally been used by larger and larger sections of the
populotion; doubling its price wos o body blow to their
living standards.

Statistics are not yet available on the rate of inflation
over the immediate past period. But in the first six
months of 1975 the low=income index increased at an
annual mte of 143%, while wage increases are limited
by low to 5% annually. The latest Increase in price
of Zambia's stople food will undoubtedly accelerate
the rate of inflation considerably and will serve to fuel
the already apparent flames of discontent,

Thus, the immediate perspective for the Zambian gov=
ernment i3 one of difficulties on every front. In spite
of its disclaimers, it remains extremely likely that the
government will try to gain a temporary respite through
the further development of trade and financial links
with the white racist regimes of southern Africa as wall
as through a re-opening of the Rhodesion border in or-
der to provide [tsalf with the fastest route to the sea
and a recognition of the MPLA in Angolo (after o de-
cent interval) to ensure fts access to the Benguela rail-
way . But these measures will riot resalve the problams
arising from the gross imbalance of Zambia's "mono-
mineral" economy and the conjunctural effects of the
worldwide recession of the imperialist economies.

The crucial task in the immediate future is to convince
the radicalized student population of the need to begin
work directed toward the working class, whose living
standards are under attack . It is certain that ot least
one-of the considerations invalved in the government's
decision to close the university was the fact that radi-
cal elements invalved in the struggle to win support for
the MPLA were already beginning to pose the need to
take a clear public stand on the price increcses and
were even attempting fo initiate actions on this ques-
tion. The leap in consciousness that has taken place on
the question of Angola must now be utilized to develap
a more rounded understanding of the precise nature of
Zambia's neocolonial regime. Such a task isall the
more urgent because the thoroughly bourgeois politics
of individuals like Wina and Kapwepwe con win a big
influence among workers in the immediate period.
While in the long run their projects ore even less [ikely
to secure economic development and a rise in prosperity
than those of the UNIP government, they possess a su=
perficial attraction becouse of their promise to halt the
decline in living standards,

It seems likely that a period is opening in which the
credibility of the UNIP leadership will dwindle still
further in the face of a growing threat from both left
and right. It is of decisive importance that the left,
whase potential has been shown by the events ot UNZA
over the past month, now begin to develop the capa-
bility to intervene on much broader fronts.
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