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NEW WORKERS
BREAKTHROUGH

by LIVIO MAITAN

The forty-eight=hour general strike in Argenling, which
ended on July 8, represented the culminating point of
a many~-dimensional crisis whose roots extend for into
the past, |t could become the jumping=off point for a
new crisis, the exoct development of which fs difficult
to predict al this time.,

By the very fact that it was directed against an impor-
tant decision of the lsobel Perdn government, the gen-
eral strike revealed the overall fallure of the cpgration
of palitical, social, and economic stabilization under-
teken by the Argentine bourgecisie with Peronism's
return to power in May 1973, This failure can no long=
er be concealed by any tricks of propaganda. The Ar-
gentine bourgeoisie hod hoped to toke economic odvon-
tage of the increcses in the prices of raw materials

that cccurred for @ whele period. It had hoped to bene-
fit from the attempts of Europeon ond lapanese copital-
ists to expand their investments. The plan hod been to
maintain relative "social peoce” by relying on 0 com-
bination of the prestige of Perdn, the old charismatic
leoder, ond some modest wage increcses to compensate
for losses in buying power. The bourgeoisie hod further
counted on the USSR and the other workers states, Cuba
included, to offer increased maneuvering room. Success
in this overall project would have endowed the Argen-
tine bourgeoisie with a relatively stoble leadership of-
ter years of political and social erisis and thus would
hove permitted bourgeois democrocy to function, ot

least partially, (Officially, this was baptised "the
process of instirutionalization.”)

The outbreck of the international recession wos o severe
blaw. for the Argentine economy. The bourgecisie's ma-
neuvering room waos suddenly reduced, if not wiped out
oltagether. The turnobout in the situation of the meat
markat in Europe hit hard ot the export of agricultural
products, while the increcses in production costs of in=-
dustrial products reduced their competitiveness on the
world market. According to official sources, there was
an intensified decling (or, in the best of coses, o stag-
nation) of exports of principal products during the first
thres months of 1975, There is no indicotion that this
trend will be turned around during the secand quorter.
At the same time, inflation hos Intemsified. |t has token
on dimensions never before seen in the country's history,
to use the formule of the most representative Argentine
bourgeois doilies.

There is no doubt that the major burden of this unfovor=
able economic evolution of Argentine capitalism has
been borne by the workers and the toilers in general,
This does not meon that the "social pact" was rigorously
respected, os hod been hoped for by the bourgeocisie

and the Peronist leadership. On various occasions reso-
lute struggles of some secton ond categeories of the work-
ing class succeeded in winning gains that went beyond
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the Timits set by the accords. Even more important, the
myth of the old caudillo suffered ievere blows, even
befare his dea'h.—HI_r;-r-.-'n fo power cccurred in @ con-
text vastly different fram that which prevailed during

his rise to power in the 1940s, The concessions to the
masses that hod formed the bosis of his popularity ot the
end of the second world wor could in no way be repecied,
Justicialist rhetoric became increasingly insufficient

for maintaining Peronism's unity; still less could this
rhetoric guorontee the continuity of Peronism's ties to
the masses, The fint direct and resounding break be-
tween Perdn and the left wing of his movement occurred
during the official May Day demorstration in 1974,

when thousands of youth responded to Perén's insults

by waolking out of the rally. In past manths, the sirike

in Villa Comstitucién (see INPRECOR, No, 26, May 22},
despite its outcome, which was certainly not successful,
had likewise signaled an open closh between the lsabel
Perdn government and an important section of the work-
ere. Other episodes could alse be cited; here we will
simply point ta two of the most significont ones.

At the beginning of June Alfredo Gémez Moroles wos
replaced by Celestino Rodrigo as minister of economics.
This was supposed to be a decisive step in pushing through
the sconomic measures the bourgeoisie considered nec-
essary to stroighten out an increasingly deteriorating
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sitvation. Essentlally, these measures invelved o new
davaluation of the Argentine peso in order to stimulate
exports, o comsiderable increose in the price of public
services in ocrder to reduce the budget drastically, and
a radical limitation of woge increoses under the guise
of slowing down inflation [in official circles there wos
talk of halding wage increoses down to 38-45%, while
the cost of living was going up at an annual rate of
150%) . In other words, it was an attempt to drastically
reduce the consumption levels of the mosses, even at
the risk of provoking a deflotionary turn so sharp that
a serious recession might be triggered.

To judge from the comments of political formations and
employers organizotions up to the eve of the crisis thal
broke cut at the end of Juns, the bulk of bourgeais
forces agreed with the measures of the new economics
minister. These measures were also supported by inter-
national copital, which wos obviously concerned aboul
the gravity of the Argentine situafion. (|t must be re-
membered that in spite of the severity of the official
reprassion ond the criminal octions of the parcllel gongs
of the Argentine Anticommunist Allionce (AAA) and in
spite of the mossacres of militonts and intellectuals of
the left and the far left, bourgecis "order” hod scorcely
been restored; the clandestine orgonizotions, especially
the Ejército Revolucionario del Pueblo (ERP — Revolu-



tionary Army of the People) and the Montoneres, have
not ot all reduced the level of their activity.}) On lune
18, as a sign of support to Celesting Rodrige’s ottempts
to straighten out: the situation of Argentine copitalism,
eight multinational outomobile companies (representing
German, French, ltalian, and MNorth Americon capital)
signed an agreemen! not to repatriate profits during a
two-year period; they also agreed that during the same
period they would occept payment for various patent
rights ond technicol assistance in Argentine Central
Bank certificates instead of currency . In exchange for
this concession, the price of automobiles in Argenting
will be exempt from the official system of price—setting.

But the project of the government and the new minister
quickly ron up ogainst the resistance of those who would
hove had to bear the burden of the measuics. Within

a few doys ofter Redrigo's decisions, o large number of
collective contracts of important cotegories of workers
began to expire (metalwaorkers, construction workers,
bank employees, public service employees), Rank-and-
file pressure wos so strong that in most of these cases
the woge claims thot were demanded and won were for
in excess of the limits 32t dewn by the new economic
policy; for some cotegories, the wage increoses reached
or even exceeded 1009,

It wos not out of the goodness of i heart that the frade=-
union bureavcrocy supported the demonds put forward

by the rank and fila. |n foct, in many sectors the bu-
reaucracy begon by slowing dewn or opposing mobilTza-
tions, putting forword proposals more in line with the
government's projects, end trying to prevent the out-
break of strikes. But the bureoucracy wos confronted
with on explosion of workers combativity of such scope
that ony head-on attack on the movement for these de-
monds would have resulted in o generalized loss of éon-
trol aver the warking closs, That certainly confirme the
fact that the Villa Constitucién strike represented o

turn in the objective situation in Argentina, a turn that
combined the final episode of o long series of defersive
battles by vanguord sections of the working closs with
the beginning of o generalized mokilization of the wark-
ing class as o whole.

Thus, in the provinces, especiolly Cérdobo and Sante
Fe, coordinating bodies of octivisk and of the foctory-
level workers commissions, which had been gradually
set up after the regime ousted the elecred combative
worker leaderships, begon to act os real alternative
leoderships, organizing strikes and demonstrotions dur-
ing the period June 10-24 and countering the bureau-
cratic and police provocations and repression, which
were itill being corried out throughout that period.

g —_—
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Demorstrators in Buenos Alres burn
Lépez Rega in effigy.

It is significant that just ofter the announcement of the
Rodrigo measures sectors like the feachers mobilized

for their demonds in @ manner just &8 unanimous as
that of the traditionally most combetive elements, like
the autoworkers, metalworkers, and printing and graphic
arts workers. Thus, o strike proposol for teaching in-
struc tors that was opposed by the UDA, the union bu-
reaucracy that is “recognized” in this field, wos ap-
proved by o majority of 65% in the city of Buenos Adres,
959 in the province of Buenos Aires, ond between 95%
and 989 in the interior of the country.

The government was thus confronted with a dromatic
choice: either approve the collective controcts that
hod been forced on the employers and the trade-union
bureaucracy by enormous ronk-and-file pressure, which
would hove meant scuttling the Rodrigo project before
it was even launched, or ehe refuse to ratify the ogree-
ments and thus risk a test of strength with the whole
working class and the trode-union bureaucracy, that

is, an open "breach” in the Peronist movement. The
trade-union bureaucrocy, having exhausted all possi-
bilities of maneuver ond compromise, clearly onnounced
its determination to defend the gains of the controcts,
On June 26 it proclaimed an initicl "official" work
stoppage and colled for @ workers demonstration in the
Plazo de Mayo for the following day.

The bureaucrocy did this becouse it wos constrained ond
forced to do so by the many wildcat strikes and other
spontanecus demonstrations of workers combativity that
hod already broken out. It did so with much hesitation,

&

which wes shown by the fact that when the June 27 dem-
orstration losted beyond the scheduled time ond began
to take a more and more radical turn, the leaders of the
CGT (Confederacién General de! Trabaje — General
Confederation of Labor) took ta the public oddress sys-
tem to call on the demanstrators to disperse, an action
that did not produce impressive resuls. (Inall, the
demonstration losted for nearly ten hours; more thon

100, 000 workers participated.)

On June 28 the government announced its choice ina
radio and television oddress by Perén herself, All the
labor contracts that had been arrived at by the parity
commissions were annulled. A rigid 509 limit wos set
on wage increcses effective June 1, odditional

raises of 159% being permissible on October 1, 1975,
and Januory 1, 1974, Isobel did not hesitate to criticize
the workers, occusing them of not respecting the prom-
jses she cloimed they hod mode to her lote husband,
promises to "work horder fo produce more. " She

also accused them of "focilitating an easy victory for
marcenaries, enemies of the fatherlond . "

But in oddition to this reactionory rhetoric, she con-
fessed the failure of the Peronist policy that has been
followed during the two yeors since the electoral vie-
tary of the Justicialist front: "The Argentine nation is
now facing what | would call the zero hour of cur de-
cision to obiain definitive freedom onall fronts. . . .
Production is going down. Speculation seems to be
spreading beyond all limits. Enormous sums have been
spent on activities that are useless to the goals of the
nation. " She wos even compelled to odd explicitly:
"The anly pessible solution for reestablishing on equi-
librium and recomstructing the nation is fo maintain a
just and healthy ousterity, to avoid superfluous expenses,
ond to increase production fo the moximum, o though
we were in @ war economy. "

The onnouncement of the government's decision imme=
diately pravoked o furious reaction from the working
class. The CGT announced that it would meet on June
30 ot 10:00 a.m. to decide what to do, But even before
the bureaucrats could get together, four provinces —
Cérdoba, Mendoza, Chubut, ond Sants Fe — were com-
pletely parolyzed by spontanecus general strikes, This
time the wave of rodicalization hit the city of greater
Buanos Aires too; throughout the capital foctories were
shut down by general assemblies held in the work ploces.
Many de legations morched from their foctories taward
the central headguarters of the CGT to put pressure on
the trode-union leodership. The government concen-
trated vast security forces around the Cosa Rosada (the
presidential palace) ond access to the Plazo de Mayo
was forbidden.

Torn between pressure from the rank ond file and pres-
sure from the government, the CGT leadership still
sought ta gain time and decided fo postpone its decision
unti| Wednesday July 2. But the spread of wildcat strikes
was 5o extensive that in order fo try to keep its “troops”
under control the trode-union bureaucracy, after the
failure of the attempts at conciliation with the govem=-



ment, was forced to call a forty-eight-hour general
strike for July 7 and 8,

The government's decision to onnul the collective con-
tracts provoked not only the mossive reaction of the
working class; but also o deep political erisis. MNearly
all political formetions ond even various employers
associations disassociated themselves from the govern-
ment.* The Peronist movement itself was deeply divided,
the differences even extending into i parliomentary
group. |t is here that another important aspect of the
change in the objective situation signaled by the Villa
Constitucidn strike mode itself felt, Mot only sectors

of the warkers vanguard, but alo substantial sectors of
the working masses as o whele openly took aim of Lépez
Rega, lsabe! Perdn's "grey eminence” and Peronisms's
ideologue and strong man.

At the June 27 demorstration the trode-union bureau-
crocy hod tried io gef the tens of thousands of assembled
workers to sing the Peronist hymn — in voin. The dem-
onstrators were not prepared to follow this advice. But
the demand for the removal of Ldpez Rega become more
and more generalized in their chonts ond tlogons, And
when the CGT wos compelled to call for the July 7-8
general strike, the demand for Lépez Rega's removal
was included omang the official gools of the movement,

Obviously, this was an event of great importance . Lépez
Rega has been the real instigator of the increocsingly
reactionory course of the Peronist regime after the brief
interlude of Cémpora's presidency in 1974, |t was Lépez
Rego who began using the meny leoders ond torturers-of
the repression under the Onganic regime, unleashing

8 repression on @ grond scale against the Peronist youth,
the revolutionory drganizations, and the codres and
leaders of the closs-struggle tendencies in the trade
urens .

A ferecious anticammunist whose ideology Is semifascist,
an open admirer of Mussolini and Fronco, o purger of
universities and intellectual circles, Ldpez Rega is the
real orgonizer of the "unofficial” terror of the Argen=
tine Anticommunist Alliance. In association with sec-
tiorns of the trode-union bureaucrocy, he fried 1o sys=
tematically break the closs—struagle trode-union leader-
ships that hod emerged in various sectors during the
preceding period of the workers rodicolization, For all
thesa reasons, he is comsidered the embodiment of the
antiworker and counterrevolutionary repression in the
country .

This judgment, at first put forward systematically only
by the revolutionary organizations and other opposition

*Among the rare political forces that come out In favor
of lsabe| Perén's decisions were the Maoists of the PCR
{Revolutionary Communist party), who asserted that

"in & situation of national crisis" it wos correct “for
the united Peronist people to confront the Russo-Yankee
comspiracy, on the rood to the definitive liberation of
the people ond the fatherlond, "

forces, has now been token up by broad sections of the
working class iself, While it is premature to see this
os evidence of o decisive breck of the Argentine work-
ing class with the bourgeois ideclogy of Peronist Jus-
ticialism, it is undoubtedly o step thot brings closer the
Argantine proletariat's winning of polifical closs inde=
pendence.

As of this writing it seems that the government hos co=
pituleted to the general strike on the question of wage
increases; lsabel Perén has refused to abondon Lépez
Rego, but she oppears to be prepered to socrifice Rodrigo
and other unpopulor ministers, The government formally
resighed; o cabinet shoke-up of greater or lesser scope
hos become inevitoble. The military officers, who re-
frained from epenly intervening in the crisis, but seem
to have brought pressure in the direction of a "recon=
ciliation” with the trode-union bureaucracy, could
well return to top pesition. An attempt to relaunch
"left Peronism” could possibly be made, utilizing such
penonalities o3 Cmporn, for example. liobel could

try to get out of the situation by recomposing the vari-
ous & lements that represent Peronism in power.

But whatever hoppens, there is no doubt thet the erisis
of Peronism has reached o new stage. Never have ifs
relotions with the working eloss as a whale (and not
simply with certain sections of the working class) been
as tense os they are today. The trede-union bureoucrats
understand very well how dangerous the current devel-
opments ore both for the future of their own positions
and for the future of Argentine bourgesis society as o
whole, That is why they are ceaselessy reaffirming their
fidelity to Peronism and are seeking to save the reign
of liabel Perén, even while they tried to recover their
control of the masses by the procloiming the general
strike:

In such a context, revolutionaries must stand in the
front lines of the great ongoing battles, making their
contribution to the broodest possible mass mobilization,
for it is only such o mobilization that could lead either
to lsobe| Perdn's total capitulatien ar ta her removal,
The decision to annul the collective labar contracts
must be purely and simply rescinded. Wage increases
that fully compensate for the effects of inflation and
preserve the buying power of the workers must be won
ond guaranteed by a sliding scale that responds to any
new price increases,

At the same time, revolutionories must insist on the
necessity of preparing to respond to any reactionary
attack, whatever its character, and of orgonizing work-
ers self-defense on the broadest possible scale against
official and unofficial repression. It is intalerable for
worker militants to Fall under the blows of the AAA gnd
other antiworker gongs. The release of the political
prisoners must be won. The organization of self-defense
must become an irreploceable guorantee for the victo-
rious outcome of the new phose of mass workers struggles
that has now opened in Argenting, :

July 9, 1975



INDIA:
END THE STATE OF EMERGENCY!

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!

Declaration of the United Secretariat of the Fourth International

The Fourth Intemational condemns the Indira Gandhi
government's declaration of o state of emergency in In-
dio ond the measures thot have followed it, such as the
orrest of thousonds of people, the cutlawing of twenty-
six orgonizations, and the impasition of rigid press cen-
sorship. While presently directed mainly ogainst the
right-wing parties, these measures include ottocks on
working=closs parties like the Communist party of Indio
{ Marxist) ond the banning of several Mooist organiza-
tiors. They constitute an attack on the Indian workers
movement ord the oppressed masses o3 o whole. It is
they who will suffer most from the Gandhi regime's dic-
ratorial turn, os hos already been demonstrated by the
wage freeze and the restrictions on the right to strike.
The meosures token by the Congress party government
mark o further deteriorotion of India's already Fragile
bourgeois democrocy and bring the Indiro Gandhi re-
gime into line with the other regimes of South Asia:
India, Pokistan, Banglodesh, and 5ri Lanka are now
ruled under siates of emergency. In Banglodesh, the
newest of these states, this stote of affairs hos already
been institutionalized by the creation of o one-party
state, mass arrests of radicak, and the banning of the
lefi-wing weekly Hollday.

The suspersion of civil liberties in India reflects the
Indian bourgecisie’s imability to find o solution to the
sacial erisis thot has plogued the country for nearly two
decades and hos led 1o o massive loss of confidence in
the Gandhi megime.

Indira Gandhi's overwhelming victory in the 1971 gen-
eral elections was the result of her oppearance as the
“liberator of Banglodesh” and of her radical demogoyy
during the compaign, which wos summed up in the slo-
gan "End poverty," This demagagy was glven odded
credibility by her ollionce with the Communist party of
India (CP1), while at the same time she dispensed with
the services of many veteron right-wing Congress leod-
ers ond party monagers. But the worsening of the social
and sconomic crisiz after 1971 grodually began fo erode
popular support for Gandhi’and the Congress porty. Mass
fomine on o wcale not seen since the 1930s and 17405,
food hoarding, @ thriving black market, smuggling on

o vastly increased scale, and a further generalizetion
of corruption coused the seething discontent of the mosses
to erupt in huge mobilizations. The foilure of the mass
workers orgonizations to provide leadership for this ex-
plosive mass discontent or to provide o national focus
for an oppasition to the Congress party bosed on class
politics enabled reactionary forces employing populist
demagogy o assert @ strang influence in the leadership
of the mass mobilizations. This exploine why the Gandhi

regime's attack on right-wing forces s actually o pre-
lude to a brooder general attack on the mases as o
whole.

The tragedy of the Indion workers and poor peosants

lies precisely in the fact thot the two lorgest workers
parties, the CPl and the CPI{M) are completely inco-
pable of developing o struggle egainst Irdian capital

in the interssts of the working cles ond oppressed poor.,
This foilure has been clearly monifested in these parties’
inability to organize ony response of all to the wage
freeze and in thelr abject failure to mobilize support

for and solidarity with the 1574 roilwoy workers strike,
which was brutally crushed by the Gondhi government .
The CPl and the CPI(M) have put forword closs-collab=
orationist policies insteod of o class=struggle line based
on the needs of the mosses. Thus, while the CPl has
hiteked onto Gandhi's coatisils, the CPI[M) hes blocked
with other bourgeois forces, even right-wing communal-
ists.

The CPl's decision, fully bocked by Provda, to support
the state of emergency and fo offer its full cooperation
to Gandhi once again reveals the political and merol
bankruptcy of Stalinism. Under the guise of opposing
reaction the CP| is now openly bocking repression, jus=-
tifying the arrest of its farmer comrades in the CPI(M)
ond praising press cersorship.

While unequivocally condemning the new measures of
the Gondhi government and demonding their immediate
repeal, we emphasize that these measures are the cul-
mination of o series of repressive steps that have been
taken in India since 1947-88 and hove been directed
agoinst the workers movement. The intemational bour-
geois press, now shedding hypocritical tears over the
demise of "Indion democracy, " hos been silent obout
the continuing imprisonment, torture, and killing of
radicals. There are some 40,000 politicol prisoners in
India today, many of them belonging to Meoist groups.
Hundreds have been killed in prison. Two of them, Kisto
Gowd and Bhoomia, are still owaiting execution in
Andhra Prodesh prison. The bourgeoisie remains silent
obout these prisoners.

The Fourth International calls for @ resolute compaign
throughout the international warkers movement to de-
mand the immediate end of the state of emergency in
India and the relesse of all political prisoners. We call
for the broodest possible united-frant effort toward this
abjective.

July 6, 1975



indira Gandhi wes led to further reduce the already
namrow breadth of bourgeois democrocy in India because
of a worsening of the social, political, ond economic
crisic of the country. This crisls hos many ospects, each
of which has played a role in genercting the current,
virtually earastrophic situation:

Aggravation of the social and economic crisis. The
ovoiloble per capita groin and vegetable seed (storches)
in India in 1971 was the some oz it hod been in 1954:
15.7 ounces per day. That figure is lower then it was
in the period 1959-45. It hos declined further since
1971. Real per capite income in 1974 was no higher
than it hod been in 1964; the figure for 1975 will be
lower. The real woge of an industrial worker in 1970
was lower than it had been in 1939, ond hos declined
continuous ly since 1970, The official figure For urban
unemployment has risen corstantly: from 5 million in
1950 ta 7 million in 1941, 10 million in 1984, ond 15
millien in 1974, Ronodive, o leoder of the Communist
party of India (Marxist) estimates that rural and wrban
unemployment together amaunts to 50 million.

Social polarization in the villages ond speculation.
The "green revolution” has strongly intensified social
differentiation in Indian villages. The proletarianized
section of the rural population is growing rapidly in
size: the concentration of surplus food in the honds of
o few rich peasants Is concurrently on the rise. Inan
atmosphere of permanent shortage and endemic Famine,
there is a good deal of stockpiling of food for purppses
of speculation. A typical example is provided by the
state of Maherashtra, a reputedly rich area, There ore
5.4 million londless families and 1.7 million fomilies
working forms of less than one acre in size; that is, a

tatal of 7.1 millien families who lack the means to pro-
vide for thermselves. The approximately BO, 000 families
who own more than twenly acres each are the only ones
able to produce o real surplus of food. The landless peas-
ant fomilies have become passive comsumers of food who
in proctice no lonper produce ony food . Many of them
are moving to the cities. The others are "saved" from
famine by public projeck financed by the state; these
operote for several months of the veor ond pay woges

of a few rupees a day,

Smuggling, cormuption, ond bourgecis politicions, In
a country as poor as India, the threefold combination
of a stote copitalist sector, a public budget that ac-
counts for more than half of industrial investments, and
a powerful bourgeois closs secretes and strongly stimu-
lates corruption on a colossal scale, The Indian econ-
omist Shenay, who is an ardent defender of "free an-
terprise, " estimates that of the 41 thousand million ru~
pees expended in the public sector of the economy, os
much os 40 percent moy have been diverted to the pri=
vate sector through bribes and embezzlement.

Innumerable ruling paoliticions have been implicated in
corrupt proctices. MNot a week goes by without some
scandal coming to light. Smuggling hes taken on gigan-
tic dimemsions. The customs odministration estimates its
mognitude during the fiscal year 1974-75 at ¢ thousand
million rupees on the western coast alone. Most of

the goods illegally brought into the country are syn-
thetic textiles; other smuggled commodities include
watches, electronic gadgets, pharmaceutical products,
ond automobile parts. Mast of the products illegally
exported are foodstuffs! In fact, rice, whose price is



subsidized by the government, can be bought in India
ot &-7 rupees per kilogram and then sald in the coun-
tries of the Arab=Persian Gulf at 30 rupees per kilogram
because of the dizzying rise of food prices in these
countries. Many of the richest smugglers are olso the
major financiol contributars to the bourgeois parties,
including the ruling porty, Hence the impunity they
BRjoY.

Divisions within the bourgeoisie. Following the win-
HT@ of independence, the mojor Indien copitalist groups
advocated a strong public sector of the economy. In
fact, heovy industrial companies were slow to stort fune-
tioning, did not bring in profils for long, were not com-
petitive on the world market, etc. But in the long run,
same public companies begon to become profitable.
There were rivalries between the public and private

sectors over the dispasition of available Inveitment re-
sources, Hence the pressure of a section of the bourgeai-
sie in favor of o totol or portial reprivatization of the
public sector (through the estoblishment of "joint enter-
prises”). The major bourgeols cpposition parties — the
"Old Congress, " the Jan Sangh, ond Swatantre — favar
this reprivatization; Indiro Gandhi opposes it lo some

Lip R

What this represents, however, is o divergence within
the bourgeoisie over what policy would better serve the
interests of the ru“ng class and not at all on Dppm;rfﬂﬂ
berween o, "capitalist” line and a "noncapitalist" o
avan "socialist" lipe. The Birla group, one of the mast
powerful capitalist groups in the country, continues fo
suppoart Indira Gandhi, And after the foilure of the no-
tionalization of the graln trode, the prime minister had
modifiad the course of her sconomic palicy, favoring
the privote sector.

Origins G[LLtE_JEFd_Er_GLE*H Narayan sgitation. The
mass agitation had been initioted b:,' the students, es-
pecially the students of the states of Bikor, Gujaret,

ond Uttar Pradesh, to protest dgainst the injustices of
the university system and the corruption prevailing
there. The agimtion was directed against the most gen-
eral targets: price increases, food shortoges, corrup-
tion and incompeténce in the stote governments, etc.

|t forced the prime minister of the stote of Uttor Prodesh
to resign and led to the dissolution of the state assembly
in Gu[urur,

Jaya Prakesh Marayan is an old Social Democratic lead-
ar, an odvocate of nonviolence whose prestige predotes
the independence struggle and whaose anticommunism

has become increcsingly pronounced. He refused to or-
ien! the mass ogitotion of which he had become the sym=
bol and major spokesman toward precise economic and
social objectives and imstead raised to vaguee populist
objectives like "the reestablishment of an honest admin-
istration’ and the "struagle agoinst corruption.” Conse-
quently, he was able to be eosily monipulated by the
rightist ond far-right forces that command solid orgoniza-
tional structures, while he himself has no apparatus ond
no party of his own. Objectively, his function hos been
to divert the growing anger of the youth and the unor-
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ganized oppressed masses loward paths thot do not chal-
lenge the survival of the reign of the |ndion bourgeoictie,

Twao political coalitions. The Communist party of Indio
[CPI), faithful to Moscow, hos supported the [ndira
Gandhi government for a long time, e&ven when it broke
the shrike of the railway workens {see INPRECOR, MNo.
4, July 18, 1974} and when it proclaimed the woge
freeze. The TPl even supports the present repression,
including the arrests of leaders of the CPI{ Marxist) and
the Sociolist porty,

Drowing no lessons from the miserable foflure of their
policy of coalition government with the bourgeoisie in
the states of West Bengal and Kerala, two workers par-
Hes to the left of the CPI, the CPIM) and the Revalu-
tianary Socialist party (RSP}, hove concluded ollionces
called for by Joyo Prokesh MNorayan for exclisively alec-
toralist aims, allionces that include, inaddition to the
5P, the Old Congress {estoblished by lecders of the
Congress party apparatus who Indira Gandhi disposed

of in 1970-71} and rightist ond for-right porties like
Swatantra and Jan Sangh (Hindu rocist). This bloc hopes
te turn Indira Gandhi out of office during the legislative
elections that are supposed to toke ploce next year —
through the simple addition of the votes of all the oppo-
sition parties. This calculation has just achieved success
in the elections to the stote gssembly in Gujorat, Ob-
viously, only the bourgeoisie profits from such unprin-
cipled operotions.

Immediate buildup to the Gandhi measures. The imme-
diate motivations lor Gandhi's proc lamation of the siate
of emergency seem to have been her electoral defeat

in Bujorot and a judge's verdict provisionally annulling
her election to the central parliament on the grounds

of electoral fraud. The deeper motivation is likely two-
fold: on the ane hond, o real feor of losing power dur-
ing the legislotive elections that ore supposed to be

held next spring; on the other hand, the appearonce in
her own party of o significant tendency seeking o com-
promise with Jaya Prokesh Marayan and a recomposition
of all the bourgesis political forces of the country, It

is not excluded thot o section of the army is in sympathy
with this project.

The immediate perspectives, While intensifying the re-
pression (the censorship hos even bonned reproduction
of the books of her father, Jawoharal Mehru, if they
ore judged "subversive" in the present situation), |ndirg
Gendhi hos alse launched o populist counteragitation.
She kas relaunched her compaign o "abeolish poverty"
and hes proposed @ new ceiling on the size of agrarian
property os well os o holt fo seizure of cottle and land
for nonpoyment of debls. These promises, which hove
been reiterated for two decodes now, First by MNehry
ond then by Gordhi, may leave the villoge poor rather
skeptical if they are not followed up by eaction. But as
o bourgeois pelitician, Indira Gandhi cannot really at=
tack the rich peasonts ond the rural bourgesisie, whe
form the basis and epporatus of her party, Moreover,
the maintenance of repressive measures and the opoosi-
tion's gredually moving underground place her at the
mercy of the slightest occident (the death of ane of the
opposition leaders in prison; cops opening Fire an dem-
anstrators on @ lorge scale; the sudden outhreck of o
peosant revalt], which could provoke o generalized
explosion.

The foilure of the left has allowed the bourgeais opposi-
tion to toke the initiative. The ruling party hos been
deeply discredited. The three immediate candidates for
power — Indira Gandhi, the "united" opposition, and
the army, @cting os an arbiter — all represent bourgeois
alternatives. The objective conditions for o revolution-
ary upsurge are fovorable. But the depth of the crisis

of the subjective factor is such that the pendulum threat-
ens to swing even further ro the right before it is able

to swing back to the lefr,
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Cin July 2, just two days ofter Prime Minister Horold
Wilson gave o speech rejecting "eanic solutions, *
Chance llor of the Excheguer Dennis Healay announced
te Parliament stringent woge-control measures. The mea=
sures, to be immediately ploced on the statute books if
no satisfac tory agreement was reached with the TUC
Trades Union Congress) within one week, include o
1094 ceiling on all wage increoses; cash limite to check
public expenditure, and on end 1o "excessive” subsidies
in the public sector. The very thin sugar cooting around
this bitter pill is that the wage limits will be enforced
through the price code. This means that no trade union-
ists will go 1o joil or foce fines for opposing the mea=
cures . Insteod, individual employers will hove to keep
their woge bills under the ceiling onnounced by the gov-
amment. If they allow their workers woges 1o rise above
that ceiling, they will not be ollowed to compensafe
by increasing their prices. This government sanction
ageinst defoulting employsars is likely to be coupled with
others, including refusal to provide them with govern=
ant controcts, Despite possible plans toset up insurance
schames to bail out employers focing fiarce woge strug=
gles, the logic of the measures fs to drive those Firms
that cannot withstand their warkers struggles into bonk-
ruptey, thereby increasing unemployment [which now
stands at nearly 900, 000).

Harald Wilson, who has said that he would introduce
statutory incomes control only in war time, was allow-
ing the trade unions to ocquiesce in the measures volun=
tarily if they wished. "Unions and employers have ef-
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fectively been served o weeks notice fo come up with

a voluntary agreement to comply with the ten percer!
limit on woge insreases in the nex! reund, Foiling that
the Government intends to moke ity proposals statutory .7
[Finoncial Times, July 2, 1975.) It seems the speed with
which the TUC rushed to comply with the governmen!
proposels was not whol ly sufficient. The July 10 Finon=
ciol Times reported, "there will almast certainly be re-
serve siofutory powers on employers backing up the
TUC's voluntary scheme, " although the government may
nat move immediately to pass legislation On July 9

the TUC had veted 19-13 to occept the government wage
proposals. Despite appeals by the TUC to suspend price
increases during six month intervals (a refreat from their
previous position demanding that the prices of certain
key commodities should be frozen indefinitely), of the
moment there Gppears to be no government proposal to
curb prices any more than has been normal (some goods
have hod government subsidies to prevent price increoses),
Even "cosmetics” (like the TUC demand that no one
sarning more than £7,000 a year should receive ony in-
cresses for as long os the measures are in effect) are
being resisted by the governmen! and the Confederation
of British Industry (CBI). Up fo now, the real woges of
the working € lass have been rising at obout 6% o yeor,
taking into oceount the 25% rate of inflation. The new
propesals, if succesfully implemented, will reduce the
standard of living of the working closs by about 5% a
year if the current rote of inflation is not reduced. (And
that figure does not toke occount of reductions in sociel
services.)



The piper calls the tune

Despite some appearances to the confrary, this wage
restraint attempt bears only o possing resemblance to

the previous attempt of the 1964-70 Wilson government.
The most obvious difference is that the economie situa-
tion is for worse, combining inflation with recession
and unemployment, Despite the improvement of the bal-
once of payments caused by the precipitous decline of
the exchange rate of sterling in world currency mar-
kets, no export-led revival of investment is occurring.
A recent survey conducted by the Finoncial Times com-
mented, "industry sees . . . investment declining for

at least another year oheod " As for exports: "the larger
componies are , . . hopeful about stepping up their ex-
port sales. " (Financial Times Survey of Business Opin-
ion, June 2, 1975.) Industry comistently complains

that its extro copital is soaked up by increased costs in
Britain (mostly on the wages front) and by interest on
loams that have been necessary te avoid massive cutbocks
in production. But the source of these loons is now in
corsiderable danger, The run on the pound (whote ex-
change value hod declined a record 28,958 since Decem-
ber 1971) threatened to create a real flight of capital
from London, thus eroding the bosis for any further sub-
sidies to industry ond undermining the government's
ability to maintmin its huge deficit {now running ot an
estimoted £% thousand million per year) . While Wilson
was talking of the folly of acting in hoste, a situation
was developing that threatened to precipitote a sudden
collapse of the British economy. The demand of the

240, 000 miners for wage increases of 849 (o bosic mte
of £100 per week) oppecred to indicote that the titua-
tion for British copital was ropidly worsening. In an at-
mosphere of near hysteria induced by the economic sit-
uation, "obsolutely busic policies of the government"
want crashing down one after the other ond the proposed
measures found little immediate apposition within the
Porliomentary Labour party ond only slightly more inside
the TUC.

Lead-up to the proposals

The political and social instability of British society
accentuated by the fall of the Heath government in
aarly 1974 — essentiolly os o result of industrial action
and the threat of extension of thot action — reinforced
working-closs combativity, crected uncertainty and
political parmlysis omong sections of the ruling closs,
ond welled over to affect the stability of the par-
liament. The minority Labour government and the palit-
ically decentralized charocter of the Tory porty ore
both reflections of this crisis. But the campaign around
the recent Common Market referendum and its result
offered the ruling clos the possibility of emerging from
its paralysis and thus represented a limited defeat for
the working class. The explanation of this defeat lies
in the contradiction between the lineup of social forces
on the one hand and the absence of a clear closs-based
political alternative on the other hand.

All the mass organizations of the working closs fovored

British withdrowal from the Common Market, just os they
had opposed the Heath government at the time of the
miners' strike and the introduction of the three-doy
week ., Such an intense period of closs struggle occur-
ring dt o time when the economic basis for far-reaching
reforms did not exist could not fail to' find o deep echo
within the Social Demacracy,

Tied hand and foot to the trade-union buresucracy, the
Lobour party left made its-political debut es a potential
leadership of the working closs during the referendum
campaign. It was, however, shackled from the begin=-
ning. Even though it had oll the legitimacy of the Lo-
bour party behind it, even though it was defending posi-
tions that hod been appraved by the congresses of the
party and the trade uniens, end even though it had be-
hind it majority votes of the Labour executive and the
TUC, the Labour left voluntarily refrained from throw-
ing ell it resources into the balance and from utilizing
the whale apparotus and all the financial resources of
the party, o generosity the Lebour right surely wauld
not have disployed had the relationship of forces been
the other way oround.

This wos not o matter of political stupidity or lack of
choracter, Rather, it wos a deliberate ond debilitating
choice, a resulf of the spacial pesition the Labour left
occupies in the British sociol and political scene . Seek-
ing to win the leadership of the Labour porty os the po-
litical expression of the trade unions, the Labour left

is not at all interested in stepping beyond the traditional
reformist fromework that identifies the "struggle for so-
cialism" with the "conquest of @ mejarity in parlioment.
Hence, it Finds itself doubly handicapped from the be-
ginning. Cn the one haond, it must ovoid a deep split

in the Lobour party, which from ik stondpaint would
destroy any possibility ef winning e porliamentary ma-
jority in the short or medium term. On the other hond,
it hos to avoid any exocerbation of the social crisis to
the paint that o significant wing of the rade-union bu-
reaucracy might line up in the comp of the "defenders
of the troditionol order. "

MNow, a total mobilizatien of the resources of the Labour
party to win a victory for o "Na" vote in the EEC refer-
endum inevitably would have provoked both this split
and an imstitutional erisis. From the standpoint of the
Lebour left, there was even & serious risk that o major-
ity in Parlioment (all the MPs of the bourgeois parties
plus the Labour right) would have refused to abide by
the verdict of the voters, which would have provoked
an extreme ly serious crisls of the legitimacy of porlia-
mentary institutiors. |n order to avert all these risks,
the leoders of the Labour left refrained from any initio-
tive cimed of mobilizing the mosses ogainst the Common
Market, They lined up on @ narrow nationalist opposi-
tion platform that hod no chance of being considered

os an alternative closs policy by the masses of warkers,
They thus courted certain political defeat, which they
undoubted|y preferred 1o the risks that a victory would
have entailed.,

The probing of the class relationship of forces in this



complex political jssue and the public examination of
of the strength of the Lobour party left that the EEC

referendum entailed created some of the preconditions
for the launching of an all-out attack on the working

class on every field.

Undoubtedly, whot seared the mojority of the TUC into
supporting the Wilion measures was the threot that if
Wilson did not have their support, or that of most of
the lefts in the government, he would have been forced
to rely an the votes of the Tories ond Libero ls in Porlia=
ment to push the measures through against the Labour
lafy. Thot would hove created o new de facte mojority
in Parliament composed of the Labour right, the Con-
servatives, and the Liberals, with all the attendant
dongemn of an apan split in the Lobour porty

The specter of o "new 1931" wos nat an idle threat on
the port of the Labour right. But under present condi-
tions, an open split In the Lobour porty would have di-
sostrous comsequences for the British beurgecisie, It
would practically hand the Labour party ond the trode
unione aver to o leftist leodership, which is comsidered
incompatible with the normal functioning of the parlio-
mentaty system under conditions of agaravated social
aht ecanomic crisit. In oddition, it is not likely that
Wikon would enter o government of national union,

for it would mean abandoning the Lobour party to Wedg-
wood Benn, Hestill has various alternative solutions,
for instonce abondoning the govermment to the Tories,
gc Atles did in 193] . But instead of forcing Wilsen 1o
ploy that sort of hand, the Laboyr left seurried to co-
pitulate, and Wikon's bluff succeeded — ot least for
the moment.

Wilsan, who is undoubtedly an extremely clever maneu-
verer, hos engoged in o textbook opplication of the
salami toctic . The Lobour left in the government wos
taken on and ftclated around the referendum compaign;
The trade-unicn bureaucracy accepted the fate of the
lefts, even telling Benn {who hod been minister of in-
dusiry) not to cesign from the gevernment when he was
“rashuffled” to o less importont cobinet post. The trade-
union bureaucrocy did this on the bosis thot o new so-
ctal contract would be negatioted ond that they would
not find themszelves focing o stotutory woge freeze sup=
parted in Parlioment by Tory ond Liberal votes, which
they would heve had no choice but to oppose. Now

Benin and the left are portially neutralized; the trode-
union bursoucrocy, judaing that it was inopportune to
fight against the attack they foced, has been drummed
inta line . The bureaucracy will foce the burden of hos-
tility from the rank and file for accepting these measures.
If Further aticks come from the government, the bureaus
crocy will oppose them from a greotly weakened position.

The proposals

The form taken by the Wilion propesals s important.
Some sectors of the ruling closs based exclusively or
mainly on finance copital would have preferred o clas-
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sical deflationary policy, with massive foctory closings,
the loss of a part of the productive apparatus (in any
case considered worn out and noncompetitive), and mas-
sive unemployment (2 or 3 million) in order to break

the strength of the trode unions and slow down or halt
the rise of nominal woges. Instesd, Wikon scted in
accordence with the interests of the sectors of industrial
cepital that want to avoid such drostic measures, for
recsors thot are os much political os economic, MNever-
theless, the proposal to ploce the burden of maintaining
the woge norms on the individual employers is bound to
lead to a weeding out of the financially least viable
firms and thus to increase the number of unemployed.

Its central purpose, however, is to make the packaoge

ot a whole more occeptable to the trode-union bureau-
cracy by ruling out fines and imprisonment against frade
unionists, At the some time — and this is important for
the Wilson government — it decentralizes the focus of
attack for thote who will struggle agrinst the new poy
norms, thus allowing the Wilson government to defuse
any centralized offensive ogoimst the pay notms as o
whole, Daspite the uneasy acquisscence of the frode-
union bureaucracy and despite the temporary neutralizo-
tion of the left in the government, Wilsen wonts fo avert
ony possibility of a united offensive agoinst his propos-
als. Further, the notion of the fixed amount for possible
woge increases (E6) cuts against the ireditional wage
differentials in the trode-union movement, Mest of
those buresucrats who voted agoinst the Wilson propos-
als in the TUC did so on the bosis of opposing the ero-
sion of pay differentials within the some industry ond
betwean sectors. Such an approoch is not best designed
to unify all workers around those who might g info
strugale ogainst the noarms,

Perspectives and the left

At the moment it seems that the section of rhe left of
the Lobow gevernment tied to the trode-union bureau-
crocy will swallow the measures whole. Benn summed
up this position and the recsors for Tt ina speech fo the
miners conference on July 9, reported in the Finoncial
limes: "The failure of the 1970 Lobour Government lay
in the separation of the Labour Gevernment from the
Lobour Movement. The key to the future , . . lies in
the development of relations between the Trode Uinion
Mavemznt, the Lebour Party ond the Lobour Govern-
ment " |n other words, Benn and his cothinkers will not
moke a move apainst Wilon except at the behest of the
trode=union bureaucrocy. Yhateve immediote opposi-
tion that emerges in the Porliomentary Labour party
to the Wilson proposals is more likely to come from those
sections of the left that are bosed on the constituency
parties than those that are linked to. the trade unions.

Even so, it is unlikely that exactly the same pattern of
struggles as took place ouring the 1960s (unofficial
rank=ond=file fights opposed by most of the bureaucracy
and the government) will simply repeat itself. The
comsequences of the struggles against Wilson's measures
are far more grove thon those of the struggles of the



1940s. Those, like the International Socialists, wha
so far project a simple syndicalist line in response to
these attacks misestimate the situation,

From the start the struggle ogoinst Wilson's policies will
be integrally bound up with the development of the left
in the Social Democrocy. There are o number of reasons
for this. Fimst, the trade-union bureaucrocy was shifted
left during the struggles of the 1960s, |t is deeply di-
vided, with the engineen, mirers, public employees,
the locomens unions and others voting against the Wil-
son proposdls in the TUC, The position of the bureau-
crocy as o whale is for less stable thon it was during

the early 1980s, At the leost, the section of the bureau=
crocy that favors the government measures nesads tHime

to conduct a Fight to being the others info line, But time
is precisely what they lack, The TUC national congress
is scheduled for September, ond there will be virtually
no opportunity to heal the rift before then, The miners’
waoge cloim will be presented around Christmos, and
most economic indicators suggest that the situation will
be warse by then, thus requiring even more drastic mea-
sures,

Secand, there hos been an important series of social
struggles. Unlike the struggles against nuclear weapons
or the war in Vietnam, these struggles have shown a
real involvement of the trede-union movement from top
to bottom. In some cases these fights hove been sround
direct political compaigns: on the abortion issue, for
exomple, there hove been struggles ogoinst recent ot-
tempts te make reactionory chonges in the law; there
have been fights around the defense of jobs, with foc~
tory cccupations and demonds that! the government no-
tionalize the ailing concerns; other struggles have baen
waged in defeme of the health service and agoinst cufs
in public expenditure. This lost fight wos reflected in
the motivation of Alan Fisher of the public emplayees
union in his vorte agoinst the Wilson proposals, when
he pointed out that there were no guarantess against
further social service culs.

All these struggles have involved sections of left Social
Democracy and will not disappear with the implementa-
tian of the Wilson woge proposals. More likely is the
development of centralizing tendencies within these
movements ogainst the Wilson leadership of the porty,
In the context of a Labour government, the ploce of the
left Labourites in these struggles has direcred the at-
tention of the participants toword the national political
scene ond toward the question of the role of the Lobour

party.

Third, we must expect a reasonably vigorows strugale
within the Labour party itself. The division between

the party rank and file ond the government is now deeper
than at any time since the second world war. The dif-
ference is that some palitical [ife is now beginning to
emerge in and around the Labour party at the bose, Most
chservers note a small upturn in party membership and
activity compared with the previous period, This is yet
onother indication of the differences between the situa=-
tion during the 1940s and the situation today. Cne strik-

ing feature of the Labour party the last time it held of-
fice for several years (1964-70) wes the massive and
continious decline in werking=class memberhip ond
porticipation in the porty.,

Finally, the possibility that the wage narm now being
introduced will simply be o prelude ta more drastic mea-
sures loter this yeor or aarly next yeor {s o prospect

that will strike the Labour party to ifs roofs if it becomes
a reality, Such a situation would inevitably proveke

the explosion of some form of mass struggle and thers-
by implies o head-on collision with the trade-union
bureaucrocy. The Lobour party would be electorally
annihileted if it tried to go to the country on the issue
of defense of its anti=inflation meosures against the line
of the trade unions.

Such o conflict, the germs of which ore olreody con-
tained in the divided TUC wote on the Wilson meosures,
would provoke intoleroble tensions within the Labour
party, It seems clear thet under such conditions the rul-
ing clais would prefer to bring the Tories bock to power
{whether in allionce with the Liberals ar not) rather
than socrifice the major palitical trump cord represented
by o mass party of the working c loss under o modemte

.ard contrallable |leodership copable of palitically chan-

neling the combativity of the working cless Tnte paths
compatible with the survivel of the copitalist system.
Early elections leading to o bourgeois majority would
be preferable to a 1931 -type coolition in which a mar-
ginal fringe of right Labourites would remain in Parlic-
ment ond the Lobour party os.a whole would be handed
over to the Lobour left, For Wilson, even having to
woge o fight against the left from o weakened position
would be preferable to purely ond 1imply ebandoning
the party ta Wedgwood Benn.

But whotever happens, o higher-level closs confronta-
ton is In the cords. A Wilson cobinet compelled to ke
further medsures aftacking the living standords of the
working closs would ploce o question mark over all the
basic elements of the present two-party system, The
guestion of various sorts of coolitions, of right or lefi
splits in the Social Democrocy, would be posed in such
a situation. |t is-extremely unlilely that all this will
fail to have an effect on struggles that erupt.

Werkers who go into struggle agoinst the Wilson propos-
als will from the ocutset understond some of the siokes

of their struggle, remembering what circumstances caused
the collapse of the 1970 Labour government. In other
words, the bosic tode-union struggles of the next peri-
od pose the guestion of whether the government will
continue in its present form. Under those circumstances
the workers will pay the greatest aitention to the pelicy
and action {or lack of it) of the leadership of left So-
cial Democrocy.

Thus, the preparation for such o confrantdtion must in=
valve not simply o beefing up of the trade union strug-
gle, but a political line of march thai is copable of
dealing with all the questions posed, all the dimensions
of the attack. The most important immediate step s to
centralize the struggle organizationally and pelitically.



BRITAIN

The question of program

Wikon is perfectly capable of posing the continued ex-
istence of a Labour government around the success or
failura of these measures. Indeed, the government will
not be oble to continue in itk present form if the mea-
sures are quickly and decisively defaoted, In this |‘|g}'||r
the attitude of the left within the Labour party Is sul-
cidal, By not taking up the fight against Wilson both
inside ond outside the Labour porty, they offer no lead-
ership fo the workers going into srrqggle and thereby
create the possibility of condemning themselves, their
party, and the whole warking elass to a significont de-

Tear.

For millions of workers the continuotion of the Labour

government is not-an idle question. In the obsence of
a clear alternative, Wilson's demogogy will hove an
impact. Mo group of warkers will wont to take the res-
parsibility fer unseating the government; but the lagic
of their sin

ragle might very well lead to that result.
The alternative to the preienf government cannot be
abstract, Given the depth of the present crisis, no al-
ternative will convince onyone or stimulate struggle
uhless it comes to grips with the bosic crgonizotion of
capitalist society, The program of the left Social Dem-
even if they were fo take up o wholehearted
for its implementation, is hopel=ss. |t contains

a mixture of utopian economics and dangerous political
formulas. Plans for massive fncreoses in investment with
copital gained through the state tokeower of some banks
and irneurance -_:_\."1p|:|r|-E': are all very wr:H, but in the
absance of o general takeover of industry ond an assoull
on the political ond stote power of the ruling class, they
will lead to nothing. An investment strike, o flight of
capital, and economic sabotege will unda their effects,
as hoe been shown by the examples of Portugal and Chile,
omang others. Import levies ore weful only if there js
a monopoly of foreign trode and if capitol exports are
controlled, Otherwise they E:Mph.' lead to shortoges,
a hlack market, and occentuated inflation. Withou!
r'r'|{_| Ca [ ..-|:_r|__'_||:|l'|1u.-'|l ar a ﬂu:,\r:'.-'i-'n;_'ing I_T:r‘EH‘Dri\-[' p!’DgTﬂ"ﬂ_
confution ond disorientation will set in omong the wark-
ing class.

» Rl & AV & =
Mot for the First time the bosic trode-union strength of r ( . )

the Briilsh wnr-,|r. class will not be Eliﬂugh In arder
to utilize that strength, the workers need to concentrate & ®
and direct it agaimt the correct target. The centml slo-

gan of the Infemational Marxist Group (British cection & B "

of the Fourth Internationol) to meet this problem is that ls 111 l
the left must unite and orgenize to smash "-"-"1|5c~r1 s capi= 8

fal |sr |:u:|||r_n_5. Umrl.r in action must be -v:rueu with D“

of derenlrng Wuimn and his supporters in the govern-
ment. Within the Labour party we should demand the
removal of Wilson, Healey, and their supporters. Other
demands ond forms of action then fall into ploce:
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*Opposition to any form of Incomes policy, statutory
or voluntary, under capitalism. Sclidarity with all
workers opposing the norms. End the TUC-CBl-govern-
ment talks an incomes policy.

*Automatic increoses in public expenditure to compen-
sate for inflotion and protect the value of the "social
wage, " A sliding scale of wages.

*Opening of the capitalisl books ond impasitian of work-
ers contro| of industry to enforce work-tharing with
no loss of pay instead of redundancy,

*Mationolizotion of the banks and Finarce system to
create conditions for confrol over industry and destroy
he currency speculation. Abolition of copitalist de-
ense expanditure and confiscation of all income aver
£10,000 o yeor to releose resources for fnvesiment.

¥
F

"A massive program of public works te soak up inflation,
nationolizetion without compensation of all firms cre=
{Jli':_".l redundancy, and rje-.--e|.:-pﬂ.r:|'r of an ecanomic
plan to expond production bosed on the rakecver of

the IEJ.'J-!"“H-;‘. industriol and financial Firms .

"Free abertion and controception on demand, equal pay
for women, free 24-hour community=-controlled state

nurseries,
*Opposition to all forms of mcism.
"Immediate withdrowal of troops from Irelond,

*Solidarity with the Portuguese revolution and with the

workers struagle in Spain,

In-addition to these demands the IMG s also putting
torward proposals for immediote action that include re-
celling the Labour party ond TUC conferences; estab-
lishing links between all the ronk-cnd=Ffile worker
organizations for united action against the Wikon pro-
posals, and colling local conferences of the Labour
movement ta build local committess to coordinate the
struggle .

L
— ~ - &
1 1 (' The overall characier of the capitalist crisis to which
LW 9 the Wilson measures ore designed to respond octually

requires o global response. These measures simultanecysiy
invelve an atteck on living standards and initial steps to-

- - =Y — )) ward on assoult on the palitical independence of the
working closs and on those forces within Social Democ=
/ ( N B k. rocy representing the most immediate threat to the es-

tablished leadeship on o whole series of issues. The
stakes of the struggle ore decisive; the workers move-
ment in Britoin stonds at an important tfuming peint.

July 11, 1975




o L]
% 3. Salvador )

Songolole

-

onts g

s

r 2 y
b3 ég. e

i Carmana s

—— 2,

el Ny
J Ouitexe

E‘--T---—--'
imbel

E}mrnhn:e
UIGE

Glitlilq!‘l_

| P

- ) p i
Y cuanzo i

A

o Henrigoe

)'de Carvalhg

CUANZOQ
OGabela
SUD

’
A i -'11 I'
_____ - - .'1 L EEBD_ 2 s
= = 1 ' s, Coatinh B 1.
i, TS e, Q. Nind Bt
‘_Lun H \ O\ Maté Ilg .Sets{: : :
Serp Pnls = a0 OB
] . Rl
Cuanavale VChiumed: -
CUOANDO-

CUBANGD

(NAMIBIE|

in the whirlwind of
permanent revolution

by C. GABRIEL

ra




Because of its strategic position ond economic potential,
Angolo represents an important prize for the entire Afri-
can revalution. | economy has many ties with the
other countries of the region: The hydroe lectric project
in the Cunene basin, which involves South African in=-
tarests and concerns northern Nomibio too, the coffee
production linked to imports from Zaire, ond the Ben-
guela ratlrood, export route for Zombian and southern
Zaire mining production are illustrations of these ties,
The existence of ethnic groups divided over borders
(Bokongos in the north, Cvambos in the south) Further
strengthens these ties by involving the neccolonial gov=
ernments of the entire region.

Moreover, neccolonial reaction hos clearly understood
the sioker represented by Angola for the future stobility
of the Congolese, Zairgis, Zambian, and aven Tan=
zanian regimes.

Mobutu's regime in Zaire is confirming ite function as
strong link in the imperiolist chain by arming, training,
ond finoncing the FINLA (Frente MNaocional de Liberfa-
gdo de Angola — Angola MNational Front of Libsrationl,
o rightis! orgonization ariginally founded on a Bokarga
regionolist basls, Zambia and the Congo hove stepped
up their foctioral monipulations within the MPLA ' Mo=
vimento Popular de Libertogdo de Angola — People's
Liberation Movement of Angola), as wos especially
cleor duting the Lusoka congress of this organization,
held in August 1974,

From onother angle, the oil companies — octing through
the good offices of Brazzaville (the Congel and Kin-
shosa (Zaire), the two cities thot harbor the two foc-
tiors of the so-called FLEC (Frente de Liberiagdo do
Encrovodo de Cobinda — Liberotion Front of the Co=
binda Enclovel — covet Cabinda and its ail,

In oddition, Africon diplomacy os a whole, through the
intermediary of the Orgonization of Aftican Unity
(CAL), weighs on the Angolan situation, pressing in
the direction of o neocolonial solution, with Kenya
acting 0s o go-between for the FINLA, MPLA, and
LNITA [Unido Macional pare Independéncia Total de
Angolo — National Union for the Toml Independence
of Angola), os it did ot the time of the Mombosso ac-
cord ond during the latest negotiotiony in MNekuru.

The Angelan situation thus ploys a decisive role in the
fromework of the modification of imperialist factics in
southern Africa, South African diplomacy, which is
tempararily aiming at echieving o comensus with the
neocolonial regimes and the FRELIMO in Mozombigue,
Is disturbed by an Angolan situation that could net anly
threaten South Africon economic interests in Angola,
but more importantly could trigger o political and so-
cial erisis throughout the region,

Thus, all the imperialist and proimperialist foctions and
forces are seeking to intervene in the Angolan situation
in order to preserve their share of the profits; the inter-
vention extends all the way through to Brazil, which

is playing the game of "importial" aid, in the name of

the inrerest of oll Portuguese speakers,

Concurrently, it is the duty of the proletariat and the
internotional revalutionary movement nat to abandon
Angola to imperialist appetites without a struggle. From
this point on, the revolutionary lessons that musk be
drawn from the mobilization of the loboring masses of
Angola — a mobilization that Is cccurring through work=
o5 struggles and the exemplory forms of orgonizotion de=-
veloping omeong the urban masses — oo well beyond

the narrow national fromework and concern the whole

of the Africon revalution.

It is therefore indizpensable for African youth and the
interrational anti-imperialist movemant to become con-
scious both of the continental dimension of the Angalon
crisis and of the necessory tosks of support that this im=-
plies.

Against the neacolonial holy alliance it is ervciol 1o
erganize the revolutionory elements of the Congo,
Zaire, and Zambio in o framework of permanent mili-
tant suppart to the Angoblan mases instruggle for their
emancipation,

Bt the Angolon situation is alse importont for all Evre-
pean and Nurth Americen revolutionaries, For 1t in-
velves lorge Trvestments by the various European bour-
geoisies ond the American bourgeoisie, and what hap=-
pens in Angola alie offects the relationship of forces

in Portugal.

This, internationral salidarity with the Angolan mosses
will become an important factar in the future evalution
of the relotionship of forces in the couniry,

This fs especially true becouse the Maoist policy of wp=
porting Mobutu's sinister game in the framewark of moin-
taining good Sino~Zairals relations and of supporting
the FINLA {Chinese military advisers are training the
FINLA ' sggression froops) contributes to bolstering the
imperialist project of craating o neccolonial Kinshaso-
Luonda oxis. In the meanfime, the Saviet Union and

the "pecple's democracies” of East Europe are content
to provide only eye-droppersized oid ta the MPLA, the
aim being to safeguard their future relations with Hal-
den Roberta {the FINLA),

The evelution of the palitical situation Tn Angala will
thus condition the future relationship of forces in cen=
tral Africa end the southern subcontinent to o large ex-
tent; the future of the new independent state of Mozam=
bigque will be especially offected.

The political tasks of Angolan revolutionary Marxists
must be worked out within the framework of o concep-
tion that integrates the evalution of Angola into the
entire African revalutionary process,
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From Spinola to the transition
government

The essential aim of the recrientation of imperialist
strategy in southern Africa thet hes occurred in the re-
cent period is to limit both the impact of the “decolo-
nization" of the Partuguese territories in Africa and
the dynamic of the popular mobilizations that have fol-
lawed that decolonization, thus assuring the transition
to @ new regional economic and political integration
based around South Africa.

Thus, in Angela an attempt was made to set in motion
a neccolonial selution under the ouspices of Mobutu
and with the participation of the Portuguese govemment.

The Portuguese bourgeaisie and imperialism counted on
settling the thorny problem of the colonicl war and si-
multanesusly maintining copitalist exploitation in An-
golo by implementing Spinola’s neccolonial plan, which
colled for o slow ond complex "decolonization” project
including on immediote ceose-fire, the formation of a
coalition government, and a referendum to be held in
the framework of o federation with Portugal,

This process wos based on the exc lusive reeagnition of
the rightist notionalist forces (FMNLA and UNITA) and
on the drafting of "independence” agreements in asso-
ciation with the direct representatives of the colonial
bourgeaisie (Angolon Unity Front, Angolan Christian
Democraotic party, etc.) with o view to their participa-
tion in the tansition government.

The secret halks on Sal lsland in Cope Verde between
Spinals and Mobutu, wha presented himself os o spokes-
man for Chipenda (at the time an MPLA dissident], He |-
den (FNLAY, and Savimbi (UMITA), were clearly port
of this project, which wos aimed at shunting aside the
MPLA at a time when it was rocked by a grove internal
crisis that was not unrelated to the approach of impor-
tant political events. (The Chipenda fendency later left
the MPLA and joined the FINLA; the "Active Revalt"
tendency, led by the Andreode brothers, remains in

the MPLA )

But the MPLA's relative intransigence on the principle
of indepandence, its papularity among the urban masses,
and political developments in Portugal itself (with the
ouster of Spinola) altered the unfolding of the initial
neocolonial process. |t was above all the entrance onto
the political scene of the Angolan laboring masses
through workers strikes and brood mobilizations in the
urban centers thot forced the Portuguese bourgeaisie

to recognize the right of the peaples of the colonies fo
independence .

Afrer Spinala's departure, however, the maoin lines of
his nescolonial plan were reaffirmed by his successor,
Costa Gomes. On October 10, 1574, o new meeting
was held between Fontes Pereira de Melo, Mobutu,
Helden, and Chipenda, while in Angola itself the racist
fury of the white colons was unleoshed ogainst the Afri-
can mosses ,

20

Mevertheless, the deepening of the MPLA's influence
amang fhe urbon workers, the growing radicalization
of the struggles, and the violent, virtually spontonecus
reaction of the populor masses of the musseques {urban
slums) to the racist oggression forced the recognition
of the MPLA and marked the end of the federalist pre-
tersiors of the Spinolists; the imperialist strategy was
thus portiolly frustroted.

We then saw on acce leration of the "process of decolo-
nization, " with a spectoculor “reconciliation” of the
three liberation movements in Mombessa (Kenya), the
signing of the Alvor occords with the Portuguese govern=
ment, ord the establishment of o quadripartite fransi-
tion government charged with administering the country
until elections, scheduled to be held just before legal
independence in MNovember 1975,

Thus, the initial nescolonial project was very much al-
tered by the development of the revolutionary struggles
of the workers of Angolo and Portugal. MNeverthe less,
the context in which the recognition of the MPLA oc-
curred [in cssociotion with the rightist notionalist move-
ments FNLA and UNITA) corresponded to the imperialist
desire to "neutralize” the revolutionery dynamic of the
independence struggles by incorporating the MPLA into
the neocolonial process through the transition govern-
ment.

The Alvor accords, although silent on the future of im-
perialist interests in Angola, are very explicitas to
“respect” for the interesh of the colonial bourgeoisie.
They thus set the general framewark for a neocolenial
salution, which is now implicit in the Facts of the situo-
tion, the major instrument of that selution being the
transition government, The absence from this govern-
ment of the Chipenda faction of the MPLA (which hod
not vet joined the FNLA when the government wos
formed) and the direct representatives of the coloniol
bourgeoisie thus oppears os o femporory meosure aimed
ot stoggering the incorporation of the vericus elements
of the neocolonial plen. In fact, Chipenda's participa-
tion in the government is now envisaged (he wos part
of the FNLA delegation in MNakuru].

The central tosk of the tmansition government is to pre-
pare the neocolonial juridico-political framework to
guarantee, by virtue of "electoral legitimocy, " that

the transition of power will take place without any an-
ticapitalist popular mobilization of any scope. The First
measures taken by this govemment (the banning of "pop~
ular osembling, " the appeals to workers to return to
work, the "militarization" of labor in the ports) clearly
ottest to this concern, The tramsition government today
appears as o "legal" cover for the anti-warking-class
measures that have been proposed by the FMNLA, UNITA,
and the Portuguese high commissioner ond sanctioned

in effect by the MPLA, which s incréasingly squeezed
between its collaboration with reactionary forces ot the
top ond ifs toctical support of the mass movement.



In the most recent period, the widespread outbreak of
ormed clashes hos dongerously compromised the "peoce-
ful process of decolonizotion” and the electoral perspec-
tive and hos made it necessary to hold & "meeting to
amend" the Alvor occords so as to permit their octual
implementation. African diplomocy hes again mabilized
to defuse the Angolan powderkeg. Kenya is once again
serving 0s on intermediary among the three movements,
President lomo Kenyatta seeking in this way to head

off the crisis of his own regime by oppeoring os the
“providential man of reconciliation” in the eyes of Afri-
con apinian.

The Makuru conference decided to create the Angelan
national armed forces, disarm the civilion population,
promulgate an electoral law an July 15, ond conduct

o censut with o view toward holding elections to o con-
stituent ossembly in October 1975, The plan fo ditarm
the urban masses corresponds to the FNLA and UNI TE_'s
broader desire fo deal a blow 1o all the structures of
workers self-orpanization "not provided for” in the
Alvor accords.

The ottitude -taken by the MPLA in Nakuru further re-
veals the opportunist character of the leadership of this
arganization, which is prepared to cling to governmental
power at any price. MNevertheless, if the disarming of
the urban mosses is-actually carried out, it will repre-
sent o new ond decisive change in the relatiomhip of
forces in foce of the imperialist counteroffersive,

a foctor that would deepen the internal contradictions
of the MPLA. Such o palicy could well be suicidal,
even for the elements of the MPLA who mest respect

the unity of the govarnment, If a partio| defeot for the
masses can be imposed by selective mosacres, the An-
golon lobaring mosses would be beaten and the petty-
bourgecis leadership of the MPLA, rendered inoperative,
could well be swept out of the government.

But the formotion of @ Zoire-Angola neccalonial oxis
under the ouspices of Mobutu ond the FNLA, an axis
that might later be in position o take excessive odvan-
tage of it role as paliceman of the region, could appear
dangerous for certoin imperialist interests, The recent
rumars of 0 coup in Zoire could be an expretsion of the
feor of certain imperiolist sectors of the formation of
such a blec, In this context, UNITA could try to offer
a way out of the scrape by coming forword as o miracle
solution, with the suppart of the most right-wing ele-
ments of the MPLA, That wos certainly what LUMNITA
was aiming ot in sending its represenialives on a tour
of European governments recently.

The workers mobilization

In recent years the center of the struggle of the Angolan
masses has shifted from the rural regions (to which the
armed struggle and the liberated zones of the MPLA had
been limited)to the urban centers, where workers com=
bativity has been forcefully asserted, os was demonstrated
by the Luonda general strike of September 1973, While'
the MPLA wos experiencing serious difficulties (internal

divisions, militery problems}, there emerged in the ur-
bon centers @ young, strongly concentrated, and very
combative proletariat, the direct product of capitalist
exploitation. Although it lacked orgonic links to the
armed struggle, this proletariat wor much impressed by
the MPLA's prestige ond bumst onfo the politicol scens,
combining in its struggles economie’ demands and an
advarced anticolonialist comciousness.

The new situation created by the April 25, 1974, coup
in Portugal and the relative liberolization that followed
gave the signal for an offensive of struggle. The com-
bativity of the Angolan proletariat, long contmined by
coloniol reprewsion, exploded in mony local strikes that
clearly cttested 10 the workess' desire 1o expel the fos-
cist employers and managers and put on end to capltalist
superexploitation. But the First significont vietory of
the Angolon proleroriat aver the stalling of the Portu-
guete government came with the nearly spantanecus
resporse of the loboring masses to the rocist erimes com-
mitted by colonial reaction. The relotionship of forces
between the loboring masses and the ruling class in the
urban centers was suddenly transformed, enabling tens
of thousands of workerns 1o go' through the experience

of mabilization and struggle,. The pericd of ifsclated
economic strikes severely repressed by colonial reaction
thern gove way o a period of struggle for elementary
democratic rights in the foctories.

Through these mobilizofions the Angolon workers grod-
volly became fomiliar with forms of organizotion ond
strungle that were wholly new for them, Advonced ex-
periences of workers setf-organization through the for=
maotion of rank=and-file committees in the reighborhcods
and foctories illustrate the radicalization of this move-
mant .

Thus, exoctly during the: period of the establishment of
the tronsition government, the coordinating body of the
neighborhood committees of the capital initioted a
"week of national action for peaple’s power, " propesing
that "progressive student organizations, workers com-
migsions, and workers associotions” hold general assem=
blies in the factories and neighberhoods 1o diseuss the
slogon "consolidate people's power "

In the most recent period there has also been o prolifero-
tion af strikes and a conjunctural decline in the produc-
tivity of imporiont economic sectors, [n foce of this
situation the transition government passed o decree pro-
viding for the "militarization” of ony factory (public

or private] "in cose of emergency” so o5 o prevent the
process of production and the economy in general from
"falling into choos and onarchy." Applied to the port
facilities of Luonda, this meosure mel with o brood
response from the port workers, They denounced the
decree through their trade~union committee, refusing
"to be treated os objects or instruments of enrichment

in a process of exploitation that remains unchanged "
There was a demomstration of several thousand workers
in the copital. This represented the first assault ogainst
the very instrument of the neocolonial process issuing
from the Alvor accords: the coalition government.
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From left: Agostinho Neto of MPLA, Holden Roberto of FNLA, Janas Savimbi ot
UNITA.

Through these experiences of skruggle, these sirikes and
demomtrations, ond under the impetus of the MPLA,
acting in the framework of its factical support to pop=-
ular mekilization, o trade=union movement fook shope
thot will be an 'ir\:pllln‘l_'l"-' foctor in the Future evalution
of the relaticnship of forces. Thus, on May 22, 15975,
in Luanda hundreds of thousands of wcrl-e-'s responded
1o the call of L.IN TA [Mat ID1|I.‘..-| Unuan of Angcinrl.wm-k-
1.|= -I:Ir_';_F_d:r‘ ontrated their solid r_||.| v with the MPLA,
denauncing the FNLA™s reactionary nr*éu:sne und rh-::
--;:rpr;.r_ this under r'1.l-c|||:~ -;,'ﬂfF"I. ves from Zojre ot well os
the Dns.s.wn "t:arr-p||f|r,r of fhe F’mr.:-:p_-me “Autherities,
They also demonded the remaval of General 5ilva Car-
doia, the Partuguese high commissioner in Angala.

Thus, the central question of the workers selzing power
as the result of the present struggles hos been posed by
the beginning of the emergence of o situation of dual
power. The oftempt to coordinote the raenk-and=file
cammittess for people's power in Luanda s o First step
in this direction. But the mere reference to people's
‘power with a relotively imprecize closs content js not
sufficient to troce out the rood lo the seizure of power
by the laboring mosses.

The praliferation of economic strikes directly threalen-
ing the prafits of the colonial bourgeolsie ond osserting
the workers! detire to win real Independence by putting
an end to copitalist exploifation urgently requires uni-
fied onticapitolist perspectives capable of offering an
indispensable overall altemative if the erosion of work=
ers combativity under the blows of reoction is 1o be
overted,

Cine of the essentiol tasks of the Angelen revolutionary
vanguard is to odvance on anticapitalist acfion program
thot drows together the unifying economic demands that
have been raised in the present struggles and the de-
monds for democratic rights in the foctories, calls for
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the expulsion of the fascist emplovers and the nation=
alization of their componies under workers contral, de-
nounces the imperialist grip on the Angolon ecanamy,
calls for the nationalizotian of fareign trusts, develops
democrotic trode-union structures in the factories and
ronk-ond-file bodies in the neighborhoods, calls for
the development of popular self-deferse militias agoinst
reac flonary atfocks, depounces the ottempts of the
Zoirois bourgeoisie ond imperialism ta impose @ necco-
loniol salution in Angola, and finally, links the strug-
gle for independence fa the strugale for socia| transfor-
mation and the socialist revalution,

Against the reactionary offensive—
workers self-defense

The recen! provocations by the armed gangs of the FNLA
ore expressions of the desire to overturn the m_-l‘-u'mmmp

af forces as the date of the independence =lections op-

proaches in o situation of - growing radicalization of the

5!ruggle of the .ﬁ.ngﬂfnn workers. After o ||ve.|Lcump_cngu

dem-.mu:mg the "fargs_af_f:;u;]ar E;-Er* the strikes,

and the Fnrrr;-: epandent wm_l:-u-;rn;l;ilr:xnhoﬁ__rm:h

FRNLA in March 1975 launched a real rﬁ|||r|:|r}-' ensive

against the militants of Ih-r' "MPLA and rhe radicalized

= I+=menrs n+' rhe workers mobilizations, These murderous

apemruam — which hove h[ler} several thousand ei ¥ -I-
itns — are choracterized by 0 defermined desire fo in-
timidate the populor mosses (machine-gunning of demon-
strations, murders in the pro-MPLA urban slums, efc.].

Initially localized in the copital, the attacks kater
spread to all the urban centers of the country. They
hove been combined with o vast military occupation of
the northern regions of Angola near the Zaire barder,
carried out by the FNLA with the collaboration of the
colonial planters; MPLA militants have been systemat-
ically driven out of these areas. In the meantime, the
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Chipende faction in the east and UNITA in the center-
south are trying to occupy the countryside in order to
counter MPLA hegemony in the urban centers,

At First, these ottocks, which call into question the
helding of elections before independence, enjoyed the
possive complicity of the Portuguese authorities, But

the offensive wos thworted by the militory reaction of
the MPLA and the armed mobilization of some neighbor=
heod cammitiees, which guaranteed the defense of pop-
ular neighbarhoods against the military attacks of FNLA
forces. For from bringing the populor mobilization to o
halt, these atracks openly revealed the counterrevalu-
tionary character of the FNLA, led to the development
of elementary forms of armed self-deferse in some pop-
vlar neighborhoods, and this become o threat to the
smoath functioning of the "process of decalonization.”
The Portuguese authorities, particularly High Commis-
sioner 57lva Cordoso, thus broke their silence to denounce
the participation in the closhes of civilian militios Fight=
ing side by side with the MPLA, A new ogreement, the
stokes of which will be the very existence of these ad-
vanced forms of moss self-organizotion, then become
necessory. Thot is whot was discussed in MNekur, Kenyo,

It is thus e lear that the FNLA today fs the most relioble
pawn in impériztlllt strotegy in Angola, Its ties to impe=
rialism are obvjous; they are reflected in the aid the or-
aanization receives from Mobuty in Zaire (the bastion
of capitalisi investment in central Africal and in the
relations it has estoblished with the Africon-American
Center of the |nternational Confederation of Free (sic)
Trade Unions. Fundamentally regionolist (founded on
the basis of the Bakongo ethnic group in the north) and
rightist, this movement hos recruited o genuine border
army amang Angolan emigrés in Zoire; it is this army
that is now occupying northern Angola,

The FMLA, which hos asserted {relf as the matar force
of the reprewion, increasingly oppears as the central
oxis of reac tionary militory potential. Strengthened by
the recent incorporation of the Chipenda faction, the
FMLA is the essential instrument in o strategy that is
moving forward by means of successive hammer blows
against popular mobilizatiors, the aim being to Inflict
significant defeats on the laboring mewes before inde-
pendence comes. But so for the repeated attocks of the
FMLA have not only failed to reduce workers combat=
ivity significantly, but hove even permitted the strength-
ening of the mobilization and the vigilance of the work-
ing mosses,

Meverthe less, the anti-working-class repression being
carried out by the FMNLA against the rodicalized ele-
ments of the MPLA ond the mass mavement, combined
with the absence of a central alternative perspective,
could in time give rise to phenomena of demoralization
ond localized retreats in an ongoing situation of temsion.
This is especially possible becouse the repression is be-
coming more selective. The political commissor of the
MPLA general staff, commander " Jika, " wos murdered
in an ambush in Cabinda; the leader of the MPLA youth,
M. Pereira Dos Vandunen, wos gunned down while

driving in his cor; and the MPLA hos denounced the
presepce in Luande of o Brazilien "death squad" com-
posed of individual who "worked for the CIA in Chile,"

As for the LINITA of Jonas Savimbi, who for o long time
collaborated with Portuguese troops against the MPLA,
it is on orgonization founded on a regional bosis (the
center-south, around MNova Lishoa), Inspite of the sup=-
port it hos been receiving from China since 1970, it
regional choracter resulted in its being integrated Into
the imperialist project very early on, After April 24,
1974, UNITA enjoyed the support of same white colons
in the center-south region, ond Savimbi established
fruitful contactks with the FUA {Angolan Unity Frent),
led by the engineer Fernando Falcdo. Hi: past collab-
oration with the Pertuguese eolanial army and kis recog-
nition by o not imignificant portion of the white colen
population gained UNITA entrance inta the Alvar nego=
tiations as on indirect representative of the fnterests af
the colonial bourgesisie,

After Il incorporation into the transition govermment,
UNITA made on effort to obtain o minimum implanta-
tian in the urban cenfers by "suspending” its embarrass-
ing contacts with the white colons and offirming its po-
sition as a mediator between the FINLA ond the MPLA
during the recent closhes, Through this artitude UNITA
hopes to expand its influence by taking odvaniage of
the FNLA's discredit amang the urban loboring messes;
it intends to do this with the aid of calls to "peaca and
unity " Nevertheless, far from being o “third furce, "
UNITA, by virlue of the ties it hos estoblished with the
colonial bourgeoisie and the support it seems to be re-
ceiving from the European imperialist sector, oppeors
as o complement to the FNLA and o possible alternative
solution for imperialism.

The current mossive departure from Angsla of white
eolons who ore heoding back to the colanial metropalis
has deprived UNITA of an important part of ity social
base, The organization is therefare tiving fo recompose
that social base, seeking to extend it influence on the
basis of regionalist propaganda. Utilizing the feeling

of insscurity that the actions of the FNLA are generoting
in Luanda, UNITA is promoting demonstrations in Luonds
by workers from central and southern Angela to demand
that they be repatrioted to their regions of origin, Par-
odexically, the "rigid pesition of not permitting the
exodus” of worken from the capital that has been adopted
by the Angolan government may serve to reinforce the
impact of the regionalist propaganda UNITA is conduct-~
ing and in time could permit the growth of its influence
amang the most backward layers of the Angolan masses.

Ambiguous response of the MPLA

In foce of the existence in Angola of social and polit-
ical forces especially committed to the mointenonce of
imperialist domination through the stabilization of a
neocoloninl regime, the resporses of the MPLA, which
is cought up in participating in the government and in
the agreements signed with the reactionary forces of the
an
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FMNLA and UMITA, are not sufficient to trace out the
rood to real independence . By not preparing the lobor-
ing mosses for the inevitable confrontetion with reaction
and by sowing llusions about the possibility of o "dem-
ocratic process of decolonization" insuch o context,
these responses troce out the potential lines of a retreat
of the workers mobilization under the blows of the coun=
terrevolutionary attacks.

The MPLA's acceptance of the Alvor "compromise” thus
tallies with the general line of the opportunist decisions
thot have been token bureaucraticolly by the MPLA
leadership under neocclonialist pressure. The crudest
example of this was the MPLA congress in Lusoka in
August 1974; because of the approach of important palit-
ical evernts (the negetiations with Portugal), the monip=-
ulations of African diplomacy carried the day and created
the general staff of the MPLA. The neocolonial pressure,
combined with the grodualist illusions of the organizo-
tion, are now preventing the MPLA as a whole from
going beyond it policy of tactically supparting the mass
movement in the fromework of o reformist progrom of
narrow national dimensions.,

Just after Apeil 25, 1974, when its participation in the
negotiotions with Portugal was not yet certain, the
MPLA, acting from Brozzaville, raised the slogan of
the formation of movement oction committees in the ur-
ban centers of Angola. This call, which esincided with
the sponfoneous eruption of the urban laboring masses
anto the political scene, permitted the proliferotion of
rank=and-file movement structures and the massive od-
herence to the MPLA of & whole current of rodicalized
workers who were lofer to form the core of the MPLA's
middle codres in the urbon centers.

But the MPLA odopted an ambiguous attitude in foce of
the radicalization of these mobilizations. Beginning
from o conception that views the mass movement 65 on
instrument for improving the relationship of forces ot

the top, the MPLA supported the mobilizotions in order
to beeal its way into the government. Loter, basing it=
self on the narrow framework of the “ogreements that
have bean reached, " the MPLA presented the elecforal
perspective set out by the Alvor accords as the enly
outlet for the workers struggles, Thus, in an attempt to
be "realistic” so os 1o block the path of the extremist
colons, the MPLA declared itself in fover of an allionce
with "democratic” sectors, on alliance thot was put in-
to practice by collaborating with the Angolan Democratic
Movement (MDA}, On the one hand, the MPLA caolled
for cleser collaboration within the government in the
name of "nationtl unity”; on the other hond, it upheld
the theme of "pecple's power” in populer meetings and
in the neighborhoods. But the mere tactical reference

to "peaple's power" is not enough to open the way to
the seizure of power by the loboring moses, especially
since the slogan reflects multiclassist conceptions, Thus,
for Augustinho Neto, president of the MPLA, "people's
power" meors the power of “oll social layers of society,”
while the central function of independence is to make
"all the social layers of saciety share political power.”

These frontist illusions are at the very heart of the polit-
ical limitations of the MPLA.

A heterogeneous movement founded on the basis of the
urbon petty bourgeoisie, the MPLA inherited the frontist
and gradualist illusions charocteristic of petty-bourgeois
nationalism, illusions that were further reinforced by
the Stalinist conceptions of the Angolan Communist nu-
cleus. Mevertheless, the orientofion toward armed strug-
gle and the mobilizotion of the pessantry, conceived
on the basis of an empirical approach to the specific
charocter of Portuguese colonialism, represented o real
break with reformist nationalism, Thus, the MPLA, a
revolutionary nationalist movement, may be located
somewhere between the limits of peHy-bourgesis grod-
valist nationalism and an empirical revolutionary ap=
prooch with a sociolist dynamic, MNevestheless, this
evolution occurred without any profound politicel clar-
ification, especially with respect to frontist illusions,

The MPLA thus developed inta o movement with o multi=
classist bent unoble to actually create a broad intereloss
frant in the context of the Angolan social structure of
the 1960s. In reality, the caresrist petty bourgeoisie

of the cities had portially hooked up with the "demo-
cratic" sections of the colon population, while the pro-
letariot remained numerically weak . Angolan social
structure of the 19405 thus provided o fovorable bosis

for the development of interclassist llusions within the
MPLA, particularly becouse the organization's influence
was essentially restricted to rural areas where social
differentiation is slight.

However, under the impact of the evalution of colenial
rule and imperiolist pilloge, Angolon social structure
in the urban centen hos become largely differentioted
since thot time. The opening fo imperialist capital be-
ginning in the 1980 stimuloted the development of a
praletoriat that wos young and strongly concentrated,
olthaugh it was not very skilled and locked troditions
of struggle. Later, beginning in the 1970s  with the
development of o trarsformation industry linked to the
colonial market, o real industrial proletariot emerged.
In 1973 manufacturing production empleyed about

130, 000 wage-earners, mainly concentrated in the in-
dustrial zenes of Luande and Lobite. The Angolan
capital city included half the skilled lobor force em-
ployed in manufoecturing industry. Furthermore, the eco-
nomic ramificotions of the colonial presence, combined
with Portuguese neocolonial inclinations, Fostered the
development of an indigenous petty bourgeoisie, both
commercial and odministrative. Today the political lim-
itatiors of the MPLA do not enable the organization to
grasp the fundomentol importance of the emergence of
a proletarion social force in the heart of the imperialist
industrial apparatus; this results In the MPLA's inability
to put forward political responses in clos terms or to
go beyond its original multiclassist positions.

Mevertheless, although the MPLA's expressed desire o
“put an end to the exploitation of men by man" end fo
establish o "democcratic ond populor regime” did not
constitute proof of any really profound redicalization



The Angolan workers refuse to bear the burden
of a "process of exploitation that remalns un-
changed, '

when this perspective was advanced within the liberated
zones (which were essentiolly rural ond characterized

by only a slight social differentiation), such references
have tarally different implicotions when they ore asserted
in the urban centers todoy. For the laboring masses in
the urban centers today, refarences to pecples power
and the end of exploitation of man by mon have o very
immediate and precise class content: the power of the
wurkerl. and poor peasanty and the end of capitalist ex-

tation.
ploito

A prisoner of grodualist conceptions, the MPLA os o
whole is incapable of offering the laboring masses o

central onticapitolist perspective able to lead to work-
ers ond peosonts power, But the anticopitalist dynamic
of the workers struggles urgently requires such o perspec-
tive. In face of this urgency, the MPLA finds itself torn
between its links with reactionary forces at the top and
the rank-ond-file's participation in the mobilizations

of the workers, This is especially the cose in that the
first mass ossaults against the anfi-working-closs mea-
sures of the tramsition government are now beginning to
take shape .,

This, in spite of the radicalization of workers struggles,
the MPLA is elinging to the electoral perspective pro-
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vided for in the Alvor accords and reaffirmed in Nakuru.
But in the present Angalan context one must have the
greatest doubts n the possibility of these elections
taking place “democratically." The northern part of
the country, for example, is "occupied” by the troops
of the FNLA, who are hunting down MPLA militants,
while UMITA is doing the some thing in the south.
Moreover, the example of Portugal itself shows that
given laboring masses who are on the whole little polit=
icized and still subject in certain reglons to tribalist
pressure exacerboted by the FINLA and LUMNITA, the pos-
sibilities of reactionary manipulation of the electoral
game in order to prevent the real relationship of forces
from being reflected electorally must not be underesti-
mated.

Nevertheless, it is certain that the electoral campaign
for an MPLA majority in the constituent assembly will
be an imporfant focus and on object of broad mobiliza-
tions of the urbon workers. This could be the occosion
for the workers to advonce o whole set of demands tok~
ing up all the demands put forward during current strug=
gles, centralizing them in a clearly anticapitalist per-
spective, and forcing the comstituent msembly thet comes
out of the elections to implement them.

But the real revolutionory alternative to class
collaboration with reoctionory forces is to be found in
the centralization and unification of the workers strug=,
gles. This is especially true since there is evidence that
o disturbing unification process is going on between
UNITA and the mast right=wing elements of the MPLA,
This process is based around denunciation of "sirikes en-
dangering the national economy" and calls for collobora-
tion with the "political formations not present at Alver, "
thus laying the basis for broodening the transition gov-
ernment to the right.

Thiue, the factors that are in foct acting to incorporate
the MPLA into the neocoloninl process are the hetero-
geneity and palitical limitatiors of the organization,
its bureaucratic deviations, and it integration into the
gome being played by African diplomacy; these foctors
have been expressed in the MPLA's acceptance of the
Alvor oecords, its collaboration with the FNLA and
UNITA in the government, and its recent acceptance
of the Naokuru occords.

For a revolutionary alternative

But the mobilization the MPLA is tactically supporting
gives rise to o dynamic of struggle that comes into con-
flict with the MPLA leadership's oppertunist policy to-
ward the petty bourgeoisie and the "liberal" section of
the colonial bourgeoisie, thus intensifying the internal
contradictions of the organization, On the aother hand,
the buresucratic proctices of the leadership and the
limits it has set on workers mobilization are the factors
that prepare the ground for the radicalization of the
rank-and-file militants who are in direct contoct with
the popular mobilization. The MPLA's participation in
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the state apparatus intensifies the neccolonial pressure
on the organization; at the same timg the leadership's
political independence from the rank-and-file militants
is increasing. The recent FMNLA attacks hove had @ two-
folc effect on the MPLA. On the one hend, they have
stimulated the emergence of armed populor militios and
acce lerated the rodicalization of MPLA militants in con-
toet with these mobilizations; on the other hand, they
have made the necessity of o compromise with UNITA
more credible in the eyes of the rightist elements of the
MPLA. Thus, the MPLA youth published o communigqué
denouncing the union with "reactionory forces who, be-
hind the mask of o foke nationalism, are only spreading
horror emong the Angolan people and committing indis-
crimincte massacres”; meanwhile, in Nokuru the MPLA
leadesship decided during the "peace conference” with
the FNLA and UNITA to disarm the civilian population.

The MPLA now is undergoing o twofald internal recom=
position. On the one hand, the Neto current is growing
in sirength, the two other tendencies that came out of
the last congress have been eliminated, ond an increas-
ingly ossertive rightist tendency is developing; on the
other hand, a rank-ond-file radicalization and o flower-
ing of local committees permeated by many political
currents has begun. The latest decisions of the MPLA
Central Committee (February 1975) clearly illustrate
these deve lopments. On the one hand, o recrganization
of the movemenf was planned in order to ensure that
the MPLA would "mare consistently follow o mass line”
and that "a close link between the rank and file and

the leadership” would be established; on the other hand,
the organization's desire to "closely collaborate™ with
the government wes reaffirmed.

The strengthening of the Neto current, a result of Neta's
“"historic" prestige among the Angolan masses and the
support he receives from local reformists, hos been ef-
fected through the integration info the MPLA of some
members of the Angolen Democratic Mevement, an or-
gonization with "liberal" conceptions composed of law-
yers and members of the liberal professions who ore
rother close to the Portuguese Communist party.

Morsover, the two tendencies that emerged from the
Lusaka congress have been eliminated.

The negetiations that have been opened between the
Meto leadership and Mario and Pinté de Andreade and
Gentil Viana, representatives of the "Active Revolt”
tendency, seem to be oriented toward an individual re-
integration of these elements. Cut off from the mobiliza-
tion of the workers, these people now seem to have no
future. Moreover, o good number of them have either
simply left politics or rejoined the MPLA individually
already.

The case of the "Revolt of the East" tendency led by
Chipenda is different; it wos settled much more ener-
getically, The MPLA launched o military operation
against the representatives of this faction, which was
more and more openly emerging as an element in o reac-
tionary plon for civil war, But this "military operation”



— undertoken without any call for the mobilization of
the workers — was conceived by the MPLA in the con-
text of respecting the Alvor occords, which are described
os the "political ond constitutional basis . . ., for the
decolonization of our country.” And today Chipenda

is able to porticipate in the general stoff negotiations
os a member of the FNLA and hos been incorparated
into the imperialist strategy for which the Alvor accords
are a cover. This policy of wheeling and dealing at the
top con only encourage the reoctionary forces to be
more oggressive ond increcse the cohesion of the right-
ist currents within the MPLA,

Such a tendency is now emerging within the leading
bodies of the MPLA, Fundomentally anticommunist, it
calls for o special alliance with UNITA against the
FMLA. Locking any base in the rank and file, this ten-
dency is represented in the Central Committee by Lucio
Lora. |t does not hove any real political indepandence,
and its essential function is to enable Neto to play o
baloncing role between the right and left elemants of
the MPLA and thus to push the organization to all sorts
of compromises In the nome of the unity of the move-
ment. The aksence of debote ond democratic |ife with=
In the organization, In oddition to its political limite=
tions, is now being monifested in on extreme heteroge-
neity and in the omnipatence of a peliticol leodership
representing o reformist nationalist current,

The most radicalized elements of the urban workers are
assembled primorily in the ronk and file local commit=
tees of the MPLA, an integral part of the weorkers van=
guard that hos emerged from the struggles of the urben
masses since April 25, 1974, Becouse of the position it
occupies in the process of copitalist exploitation, this
vanguard is the driving lance of the entire revolutionary
process today,

But many of these committees remain locked into

a radical nationalism ¢looked in gradualist Mooistic
formulotions ond limited to toilending the MPLA leoder-
ship; o leftist pinch of "moximum program” expressed

in the farm of propoganda for "people’s democracy” is
added to spice things up. These Maoistic groups are
somewhat embarrassed by their international reference
point, given China's present attitude toward the Angolan
crisis, In foce of the necessity to oo beyond the MPLA
within the perspective of a resolute struggle for the so-
cialist revolutlon, these currents, disregording the tasks
of centralizing the workers strungles with the perspec-
tive of @ revolutionary seizure of power, cling to a
virtually moralistic conception of the unity of the MPLA;
in the process they deny the extreme heterogeneity of
this organization.

In face of the emergence of a workers vanguard in the
urbon centers — a vanguard that is organized in the
rank-and-file bodies of the MPLA (the oction commit=
tees), UNTA, and the pro-trade-union commissions —
the political responses these groups offer are insufficient.
The question that is now being posed by the various on-
going struggles is whether or not copitalist exploitation
is to continue . The Angolan workers refuse to beor the
burden of a "process of explaitation that remains un-
changed. " For them, the only real independence will
be one that permits their loml emancipation and pubs
an end to capitalist rule, Angolan revolutionary mill-
tants must determine their positions in light of this nec-
essary transformation of the struggle for independence
into a struggle for the social emancipation of the work-
ers, into @ sfr_uggju for the socialist revalution.

The necessity for such a transformation is not the product
of any intellectual imagination; on the contrary, it is
the central question that hos been posed by the tens of
thousands of workers struggling in the foctories, com-
ponies, ond porfs of Angola, Thus, controry to what the
reformist leodership of the MPLA liles to suggest, the
time is certainly ripe for the class struggle in Angola

— astruggle whose stakes are decisive for the future

of revolutionary struggles throughout the region.

There are alréady elements within the MPLA who ore
aware of these stokes and who define themselves around
o clessstruggle pesition and fight for the emergence
of an overall anticopitalist alternative, Thesa revolu=-
tionary militants have set themselves the task of eluci-
dating the full dimensions of what Is at stake in the
present struggles of the Angolan proletariat; they are
doing this by developing propaganda for self-crgoniza-
tion and self-defemse, popularizing exemplary workers
strikes and assuring them militant solidarity, denouncing
the reactionary parties ond their collusion with the right=
ist nationalist movements, and calling for the formation
of class trode unions for the proletoriat, the only social
Force capable of actually corrying out the tasks of no-
tional liberation through going beyond them in the strug-
gle for the power of the workers and peastnts, through
the "revelutionary unfon" of the Angolan proletariat
and poor peasantry, ond finally, through making their
struggle part of the fight of the oppressed masses of the
enfire African continent for their total emancipation,
for the socialist revelution.

As against the embiguous responses of the MPLA, this
is the only strategic response capable of preventing the
ercsion of workers combativity under the blows of reoc-
tion and of counterpesing the road of workers power in
Angola to any neccolonial solution, Ml
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The European workers movement is the oldest and baest
structured in the world, Since their accession o power
atter the sacond world wor, the Communist parties of
Easi Europe have constituted porticulor coses. In West
Europe, Seciclizt and Communist parties howve the sup-
port, of the overwhelming majority of the working closs.
With the exception of the Communist party of West Ger=
many, the political structure ocquired by the workers
movement after the failure of the 1917-1923 revolution-
ary wave has remained virtually stable, although
there were some limited chonges just after the second
world war. On the one hond there were countries in
which the Socialist parties generally held hegemony
and the Cammunist parties had only minimum strength
as parties (although many of their members persanally
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held influential positions in the trode unioms); on the
ather hand, there were couniries in which the Commu=
nist parties held hegemony agoinst Socialist porties more
or less strongly implanted in the working closs. With
May '#8 o reveolutionary far left reappeared. Since then,
thére has-been an initial chonge in this structure: In
Fronce the Socialist party, under the leodership of
Frongois Mitterrand, hos opplied o policy of united
front with the Communist party and hos scored electoral
gains to the point of overtaking the CP on this field.

Hut we ore now seeing growing tersions in this decodes-
ald structure, within both the Secialist and Communist
parties; these tensions are the paint of departure far
more profound and extensive phenomena.



Differences among the Socialist
parties

Recently twe separate international meetings of West
European Sociolist parties were held on the some days
{May 24 and 25). They could even be called two "ten-
dency" meetings. In Lotché in the South of France,
Mitterrond’s turf, representatives gothered from the So-
cialist porties of France, Belgium, Spain, ltaly, Greece,
and Partugal, In Vienno leaders asembled from the So-
cialist parties of Austria (Bruno Kreisky), Sweden (Olof
Palme)}, ond West Garmany (Willy Brandt),

The Lotché meeting wos "informal" and fssued no com=
muniqué on its work, But it is known that there wos dis-
cussion of relations with the Communist parties and of
MNATO and that it was decided to lend support to Soares,
who hod been unable to attend the firt day's tessions
because he had been called bock to Lishon due to the
Repiblica affair. With the exception of the Belgion 5P,
the Socialist parties thot come to Latché have to deal
with strong Communist parties that they connot afford

to ignore in their political crientation; likewise, they
are up against o more powerful upsurge of the masses
than the corresponding parties in the other countries,
Mareover, some of these porties have o short-term par-
spective of entering governments that includé represen-
tatives of the Communist parties, o5 Soores has already
dane. Neither Mitterrand nor Seares nor any of the
other leaders at the Lalché meeting has ony special love
for the Communist parties; if they could, they would
treat the CPs in their countries just os Helmut Schmidt
treots the German CP. But Mitterrand and his table-
mates jointly examined the problems posed for them by a
colloboration with the Communist porties that Is Tnevi-
table,

On the other hand, the Socialist parties represented n
Vienna apparently have little or nothing to fear from
their respective Communist parties, and the masses ore
net a3 radicalized in their countries. Nevertheless, they
eannat remoin indifferent to the collaboration of the
ofher Socialist parties with the Communist parties. Their
own gevernments are not altogether stable, and every
election s worrisome for them. The bourgecis parties
have not failed to raise the bogey of these Socialist par-
ties' potentially collaborating with the Communists. In
oddition, American imperialism, supported by the gov-
ernmants of bourgeois parties in Europe, is certainly
putting pressure on these 5Ps to try to provoke a break
batween Mitterrand, Socres, efc. and their respective
Communist parties, The Vienna conference examined
"the perspectives and the principled question of demo-
cratic sociallsm" ond declared itself "agoinst any col-
kiboration between Social Democratic and Communist
parties. " (Le Monde, May 27-28.) Some days later,
Olof Palme denied this latter point, but it must not be
forgotten that he cannct tatally ignore the Swedish
Communist party.

André Cools, president of the Belgian Socialist party,
explained the current situation among Secialist porties
in these terms:

"Here in Belgium we are convinced that we are in good
pasition fo avoid excessive distonce between the various
conceptions of European socialism. . . . Our geographic
situation and the politicel diversity of Belgium put us

in position te understand all our friends of the Eurcpean
Socialist family." (Le Seir, June 25, 1975.)

It is to be noted that the British Labour party, for dec~
odes the lorgest of the Socialist parties, did not attend
gither of the two meetings. It hos 1ts own internal prob-
lems, which ore causing big difficulties. The 5P meet-
ings were held just several doys before the Common Mar-
ket referendum, in which Harold Wilson rendered great
service to British copitalism by keeping Britain in the
EEC. But he wos unoble to do this without provoking
serious fersion within the Labour party. In spite of Wil-
son's obility to moneuver and in spite of the cowardice
of the Labour left, the tensions within this party will
intersify. The "no" votes in the referendum came essen-
tially from workers who saw the vote as o way fo express
their discontent. And this discontent will inevitably in-
crease ond find expression within the Labour party after
the measures token by the Wilson government in face of
the disostrous economic situation.

Differences among the Communist
parties

Recently, the European Communist parties managed fo
come together and produce a common document on the
peasantry, a problem that, given the eurrent state of
urbanization and industrialization in'West Europe, hos
anly relotive importance in comparison with its impor=
tance thirty or forty yeors ago, But when it comes to
general policy or to certain burning issues, not only is
agreement more difficult to achieve, but differences
ore manifested publicly.

For many months preparotions hove been under way for
¢ general conference of all European Communist parties
(East Europe, West Europe, and the Soviet Union). Ac-
cording to current Communist poarty rules, o common
document is supposed to be drafted before this confer-
ence. But preparations hove been going on for more than
o yeor now, and occording fo information fram these
porties themselves, great difficulties have come up.

The task was consigned to commissions ond subcommis=
sions, A text prepared by the Sozialistische Einhein-
partei Deutschlonds (SED — Socialist Unity party of
Germony, the Eost German CP), was immediately re-
jected by the ltalians, Spanish, Yugoslavs, ond Ruma-
nians. A "parity"-type commission was said to have
been designated last May. The origins of the differences
lie in the refusal of certain parties to line up behind

the Kremlin's policies in regard to preparation for o
worldwide confereince of CPs, condemnation of the Chi-
nase CP, etc,

But while these controversies are still being played out
in the shadows, it wos the question of the policy of the
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Portuguese CP that put the torch to the powderkeg. The
ban on the Portuguese Christion Democratic perty had
already been opposed by the Italian Communist party,
The question came up af the recent conference of the
Italian CP(when the "historic compromise” was reaf-
firmed), becouse the ban in Portugal was embarrassing
the ltalion CP in regord to the ltalion Cheistion Democ=
racy. The Repiblica affair lent considerable dimensions
to the differences omong the Communist porties. The
Polish ond Hungarion CPs either remained silent or ob=
served the sirictest neutrality about what was going on
in Portugal. The Yugeslov ond Rumanian parties reporfed
the statements of Soares and were more discrete about
Cunhol's. Moscow was favorable to Cunhal, but main=
tained o moderate attitude until the Repdblica journal-
istz published o forgery attributed to Soviet CP leader
Ponamarev. In West Europe too the isue took on con=
siderable importonce. The ltaliaon and Spanish Commu-
nist parties disavowed the policy of the Portuguese por=
ty. The leadership of the French CP defended the Por-
tuguese party ond went even further, Cunhol himself
weant so for as to siate before reporters that the Sponish
Communist party "would do better to join the Second
International”| French CP leader Georges Marchais,
speaking of an anticommunist campaign in which the
Socialists were participating, occused the ltalion CP
of "interfering in the internal offairs” of the Portuguese
porty, to which |talion CP leader Enrico Berlinguer
easily responded that Marchais's intervention itself rep-
resented interferance in the Internal offairs of the ltal -
fan party.

The differences over the question of Portugal cennot be
attributed simply to the various CPs' agreeing or refusing
to line up with Mxcow . According to reliable informa-
tion, the leaders of the Socialist party in Fronce —
ameong them Mitterrand, who recently held talks with

a Soviet CP delegation headed by Brezhnev — believe
that the Kremlin does not want the Portuguese Commu-
nist party to seek to-eliminate Scores's porty or to break
with him. That would run counter to the policy of "dé-
tente," In foct, the quarrel among West European CPs
over the Repdblico offoir wos most lively; this is becouse
these porties were directly affected by this question
both in their daily policy ond in their bosic orientation.

It is easy to see what divides the Communist parties that
have been most involved in this quarre|, Those on the
one side (the ltalian ond Spanish parties) are not and
do not expect to be in minority positions with respect

to the Socialist parties, This is obvious in Italy, sspe-
cially after the recent elections, in which the CP got
nearly three times os mony votes as the SP. The some
oppeors to be true in Spain, although it remains to be
seen what will happen when the Franco dictatorship
falk, political parties are legalized, and the broad
masses begin to take action in the political arena. The
ather Communist parties (in France and Portugal), while
they have an advantage over the Socialist porties in
terms of the number of militants, presently find them-
selves in @ minority with respect to the Socialist parties
on the electoral field. That is o new sitvation for the
French CP, and perhaps was unexpected for the Portu=
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guese CP, which in view of its greater implantation and
its past record, hed hod great hopes of overtoking Soores’s
party after the fall of the dictatorship.

The idea thot there is o Communist line emanating from
Mascow and more or less well odjusied for eoch country
is untencble. From now on, the exigencies imposed by
the upsurge of the masses enter into greater comsidera-
tion in the policy of each mass Communist party, al-
though this of course does not mean that this upsurge
could oct to tramsform these parties into revolution-
ary porties. Thus, the peculiorities of each party and
leadership must be examined, Until a little more than

o yeorago, Cunhal had never stood at the head of o
mass mavement. He hod long experience in the bureau=
cratic leademhip of o small elandestine organization.
He does not yet have the democratic veneer that the
French party hos acquired during more than thirty=five
years of bourgeois parliomentarism. Cunhel's deficiencies
are at times manifested in a certoin crudity, which was
especially remarkoble when it was exhibited just ofter
a Socialist electoral victory.

The French Communist party hod gone through o honey-
moan period with the Socialist porty, which hod recched
its highest paint during the presidential campaign of
1974, The CP leaders begon to get annayed in Septem-
ber and October of the some year when they sow that
the Union de la Gouche (Union of the Left) was bene-
Fiting the Socialist party mare thon the CP and that in
serving os-0 supporting prop for the 5P the CP was suf-
fering electoral losse: and was even coming under at-
tack in the factories, The CP then lounched o polemic
against the Socialist party, bringing up both old com-
plaints and rew ones, real and imagined. Predictably,
the CP was able in this way to harden up o good number
of its members who beor old grudges against the Social-
ists, but the polemic was not understood by the brood
mosses, as nearly all the by-elections have shown,

While more or less vigorously waging their polemics
against the Socialist parties, the leaders of the Commu-
nist parties of Fronce ond Portugal have understood that
they also have to offer mare political responses and, es-
pecially, that they have to present pledges, or at least
the oppeorance of pledges, on the point on which they
are particulorly vulnerable: the subject of democrocy,
a question on which they are weighed down by their
Stalinism. Thus, ot a recent Central Committee meeting
{at the end of May 1975), Marchais got a "declaration
of liberties” adopted in which he in effect promised not
to employ the measures that have been token ogainst
oppesitionists by the Kremlin; he also presented o new
position on Stalinism. 1t wes, | believe, the first time
that he used this term — between guotation marks, of
course, but he used it abundantly. The new line is to
say that Stalin wos politically corect up to 1935 and
even after, but that ofter that date he began to abuse
his authority. This is new for the French CP; but more
important, the Central Committee decided ta distribute
10 million copies of Marchais's text, The figure is prob-
ably exoggerated, but the number will certainly be very
high, which attests to the fact that what is involved Is
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a question thet is of interest to the mosses not for histor=
ical reasons but for very concrete political ones. And
let us odd that the CP will make this effort in vain; it
will not be oble fo unload its Stalinist past, Moreover,
at this some Central Committee meeting Marchais added
Kanapa to the Political Bureau to replace the lote Joc-
ques Duclos. Kanopa is o Stalinist of the purest sort, if
one may empley such o qualification.

As for Cunhal, he haos tried, at least verbally, to offer
o politicel response to the problems raised by the up-~
surge of the mosses. Here, for example, is an excerpt
from the editorial published in the Moy 28 jssue of
Avante, orgon of the Portuguese Communist porty:

"This ettitude (of the 5P), supported, although feebly,
by the PFD (Partido Popular Democrético — Popular
Democrotic party], throws inte relief the existence of
two contradictory dynamics: One, electoralist, aims
at setting up @ bourgeois-perliomentary democracy of
o Social Democratic type; the other, drawing its sup-
port from the revalutionary process embodied in the al-
liance between the people and the MFA (Armed Forces
Movement] aims ot the democratic revolution on the
rood to sociolism. The electoralism is irreconcileble
with the revolutionary process and could even wind up
destroying it in the short term. The pact between the
porties of the coalition and the MFA is very precise as
to the [mertion of the electoral process within the revo~
lutionary process. . . .

"The realization of the priority tasks of the democratic
revelution implies the mobilization of the best energies
of our people, their strictest union with the MFA; in
this process, the action of the parties really Interested
in ochieving socialism is indispensoble, The people's
movement goes beyond the parties, creating its own or=
gons that will express the originality of our revalution=
ary process, which tends in its forms toword the alliance
of the pecple with the armed forces — or mare precisely,
of the pepular movement with the MFA — essuming o
generally unitary and operational.chaorocter. Warkers
‘contral' in the nationalized state enterprises, the for-
mation of agricultural cooperatives and of peasant ar-
gars for agrorion reform, the strengthening and dynomi-
zation of the trade-union movement, and the pralifera-
tion of workers commissions, tenants commissions, pop-
ular assemblies, and other voried forms of popular or-
gers that the process in its dynomic requires in order

to assure fts own development — all this forms the field
of oction on which the sons of the people in ond out of
uniform will ereate the democratic and socialist Portu=-
gol of the future."

The general orientation of the Porfuguese Communist
party — democratic revolution on the road to socialism,
allionce with the MFA — is extreme ly dangerous for

the Portuguese revolution. But what the editorial says
obout popular organs, i they are not simply verbal dec-
larations with no future (and we are ofroid that is what
they are), if they give rise to even o beginning of im=
plementation, could provide Portuguese revolutionaries
a not unimportant link for carrying forward the march
of the revolution in their country.

The tensions ond differences among the various Socialist
parties, among the various Communist parties, within
these parties, and in the relations among these parties
have @ common initial source: the upsurge of the mosses,
which has not yet attained its highest point. At o time
when the Franco dictatorship is in its death agony, every-
thing paints ta the epproach of big struggles in Europe,
os was predicted in the "Theses on the Building of Revo-
lutionary Parties in Copitelist Europe" odopted in March
1974 by the Tenth World Congress of the Fourth Intema-
tional. These theses also stressed the recompasition of
the workers movement that was taking ploce under the
pressure of the masses In motion. The phenomena that

we have noted in this article constitute only o begin-
ning of this recompesition, which in the long run cannot
toke place within the framework of the old troditional
parties. The emergence of leftist-oriented tendencies

in the Socialist parties, the growing embarrassment of
the Communist parties about their own past and their
relations with Moscow, and the lively controversy be-
tween Socialist and Communist parties even when they
are colloborating pelitically — all this is only the begin-
ning. We will refrain from drowing more precise conclu=
sions ot this time, for the development of the class strug-
gle in eoch country will have uneven effects on vari=
alile leaderships. But the European sections of the Fourth
International must very clotely follow even the smallest
changes in the troditional warkers parties. These changes
will enable our sections to better understond develop-
ments in the working closs, of which the changes in the
traditional workers parties are disiorted reflections to

o certoin extent. They will also permit our sections to
better adjust their policies and to intervene more force-
fully in the closs struggle so o5 to press forward workers
democracy, the creation of organs of the soviet type,
and the building of revolutionary Merxist parties.

July 2, 1975

correction. . .

An error of translation appeared in the article "The Re-
cession and the Prospects for the International Capital-
ist Economy, " published in our June 5 issue (No. 27/
28). The first sentence of the last paragraph on page

15 should read: "3, The 1974-75 recession did not act
— and, in an atmasphere of inflationary “reflating, "
could not have acted — to detonate o massive devalua=
tion of capital, which is the rale a erisis of overproduc=
tion normally plays in improving the conditions of capi-
tal profitization — that is, in permitting an increase

in the average rate of profit in the short term, "
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