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DEFENSE orF
JOLSREVISM

TIRE RIGHT AXND T HE WRONG WAY"

T O DEFEND THE VICTIMS OF
STALINIST FRAMNE-UPS

Twe frame-up of Trotsky, Zinoviev, Kamenev and other former leaders
of the Bolshevik party and thie Comintern is not an isolated event.
It represents nne of the stazes in the uninterruypted process o<
steady amgmentation of power in tie :uds of Stalin and his immediate
assistants. In 1923, using Trotsky as a convinient target, Stalin
formed a conspiracy for the .unrpation of leadership in the party
and the State. The subsequent history of the Soviet Union is the
gradual elimination of inner—party amd workers democracy, its re-
placement by a regime of burocratic centralism, and the political
and organizational subjugation of all ti:e popular, great figures

of the Soviet Republic by the less prominernt Stalin. The country
became the subject of intensive and extensive burocratization.
With the expulsion of tiie Opposition dloec at tie end of 1927, the
first stage of the process sam to a close. By 1950, invariably
employing Trotsky as his chiief target, Stalin had emorzed as the
unquestionable master of the Soviet Union, standing on the summit
nf & colessal burocratic pyramid which rests on the shoulders of
the Soviet toiling masses.

The concentration of power in the hands of Stalin brought with it
the terrific friction witixin the burocracy itself§ and tiie ever—
growing oppression and despotism of the usurping band culminated
in the assassination of Kirov, one of Stalin's closest henchmen,
by a minor functionary. The .locdy phase of central ization and
anhancement of Stalin's personal power followed. Stalin now ell-
minated physically all those who had .at any time stood in his
vaths Next he exterminated many of his outstanding supporters
perched nn the uppor blocks of the burocratic pyramid who had
grown accustomed to exercising authority, therefore constitu-
ting a potential danger to nis absolutism. Third, he ovolved a
aystem of decimation of functinnaries anmd workers to keep the en—~
tfre population in a2 statc of perpetual dread of his unlimited
powere.

To safeguard his usurped domination and ti® burooratie structure
sustaining him in his scat of porsonal dictatorship,Stalin must
proi ant the development of the internationsal proletarian revo-
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lutionary sltwation pericdically issuing out of the crisis of impe-
rialism. Compellcd tc aprear before thie werking closs as a Lenl-
nist in order the better tc¢ mislecad it, Stalin thrcugh his "Comin-
tern" lays down to the intornatinnal proletariat a line which
econtainga featuro or two c¢f genm:ine Leninism, but which in rcality
reyresents a zigzag running now far to the Left of Loninism (1924,
1929-34), now a great distance te the Right of Leninism (1923,
1925~1929, 1935~ ). Boing opvortunist in essence the line diverts
the werking class from its historieal objective, the struggle for
power., In the course of his mle Stalin aas repcatedly succceded
in warding off the prcletarian revelution, simul tancously strength—
ening his psrsonal dictatorsiiip over the only workers's Statec. In
this betrayal of tid worlers Stalin has been aidced directly cor
indirectly by the social damocracy and all the ctlior ophrortunist
forces within the prelotariat.

Consequently tho foct stonds out that the scope of the criminality
of Stalinism roeaciies beyond sucih horrible cutrages os the Meoscow
"Trials,”" and includes tle well-plammed, cnld-blooded wiping out
of the Bolshevik veanzuard in the Soviet Union, the destruction of
the revelutionary section of tie Chinese teiling masses, nf the
flower el tie German prmletarict and ef revolutionary workers of
Speine

It is clear from the foregoning that the problem of comdatting

Stalinist 2rimes and the c¢joctien of the Stalinist peison from
tne veins of the prolatariat is inscparably bound up with the
task of rosusritating Belshevism and roviving tix struoride for
the iuntcrnationel proletarian revolution. Historieslly, there-—
foere, the complctec and yictorious clcaring nf tiw frame-—up
victims of Stalinism from thic monstrcus charges can be accomp—~
1ished gxelusively by the full expesure of Stalinism. And it is
absolutely impossible to bring thiis obout witheut a corrcet,
Loninist understanding of what tiais foree is, without tae pre-
cise knowledge of how it origzinated and how it oporatese. At—
“tempts to leave out certain important facts bearing on the
history of Stalinism, a policy of divorcing the qucstion of
proletarian revolution from tie job of cloaring Trotsky and
othor victims of the frome-up, confusion with reseet to Stali-~
nism, play directly into tin liznds of Stalin.

Prociscly such has been the policy of Tretsky prior to and
aftor the lMhscow "Trials.”" Instead of transforming tix defense
of himself into a powerful oifensive against Stalinism, oricn-
ting in the main towards tho historically rcvelutionory class
within the bourgoris socicty, he has turncd primerily in tho
dircction of liberals md intellcctuals, who moy be quite com-
petent in the handl ing nf juridical prodblems, but who arc ut—
terly alien to Bolshevism and the rcevolutionary intcrests nf
the pmletarizat. The "Prcliminary Commission of Inquiry" sct
out upon its task whilc in & state oi disintegration. Machina-
tions of Stalin had rcached into its very midst, and its re-
signing morbers perforrmod an invalucble service fer the Kromlin
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Usurpoer, as concretcly illustratod in the cose ¢f Hallgren ond Beals.
Tho evidence breught vut ot the private hearing held in Mexico has not
at adl bouen convincing tc the Jtolinist workersiyet it is they who
must bp rogarded as the most vitol element to be clarifiod, for thoy
arc cmotionally attacned to Stalin as to the "leader'of tho Sovict
Union and tiho world proletorict, mmd through tieir lack c¢f ¥xmowledge
end indarmation, upheld ond defend him. Loaving cut of sizrht the
c¢lementary Marxist axia thot thero is no "public conscignce in the
abstroct, that the "purification' of socic) 2tmosrhere is but an
ampty phrase unless the purification is oficeted throuzh the conecrete
strugglo of thao prelctorict for revolutionizing socicty, Trotsky
declares that - '

"Horc in the person of tiw Comnision we liave & precious
cell of unmarksteble public consiencs. A1l thosc who
thirst for purification oi tue social atmosphore will
turn instinctively toward thoe commission." (L. Trotsky,
clesing speoch at the 13th Session of the Preliminary
Hearing.)

Tho Amcricon Committoc for the Iefcensc of Leon Trotsky, holding ri-
gidly to the judicial dotails of tiic Moscow frome-up, in its crdent
ondcavoi to "purify" social ctmospierc has bocen zecolously dis—
seminating among thic workers mucn litoraturce wnich included some poi-
sone  shofts against the Ieninist Comintern (The Witcheraft Trial
in Mescow, by Fricdrich Adler, in which the author indulges in an
attack upon Trotsky's and Zinoviov's Bolshevik past, and against
"the infamous 'twenty-onc conditiorst'to be adoptcd at tiae Sccond
Congress of the Communist Internctionnl in 1920."). Prosumcbly

this articlc by Adler is promoting the deifonso of Trotskye. In
reality it wmdermines the actucll defeonsc bucousce it attacks Bol-
snevism, the on}y truc defeonder of victims of Stalinism and copitoe
lism. Arlcr identifics Stalinism with Bolshoevism tius coatribu-
ting to the strenghtening of tix illusion in the minds of the
Stalinist work:rs in Russia and the Comintern thot Stalin carrios
forward Lenin's work.

What stands ecut conspicuously in tho tostiiony submittod by
Trotsky to what purportaod to bo o cleso scrutiny md investigzo-
tion of Stalinism, is tle fact that Trotsky did not deom it os~
scntial te reveal his own truc role during the risc of the Stali-
nist monster. It must be stated openly thot had the Opposition
pursucd o corroct policy towards Stolin during Loenin's Illness
end after his dcath, the world, very possibly, would have nover
witnossced the grucsome spectacle of the Moscow "Trials." It will
sufiice to give a fow docw.aatary facts. When Lonin, dicabled,
urged Trotsky to initiate = vigorous, uncompromisini: struszgloe for
tho romoval of Stalin, Trotsky roassurcd Komoncv, then cno of
Stalin's closost cssistants, that

'I am for preserving the status quo... I AM AGAINGT
HELOVING STALIN." (L. 0.’ , My Lifc, p.485,486.)

.

This attitude of Trotsky's was an invaluable bonn to Stalin.
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Tre sezd which years afterwards sprouted into the Moscow "Trials"
was vlmted by Stal in in 1923 an@ 1924, when he &l ashed out against
™n tsky with o vicious campeign of d ander. In the circumstancos
which roquired an immediate ceuntor-offemsive, Trotsky :a:invained
a stranpge silonce,

"Dospite the fact thet during tle run ef the discussion
ageinst mo werc put forth numerous incorrcct and rcally
monstrous accusations, I think my silcnce was gcorrect..."”
(L. Trotsky, Prawda, January 2C, 1925.)

In a negative way Tro tsky thus ensbled Stelin to retain the cloak
of Lenin and stimulate the further advance ef burocratism, Lenin's
advice teo the party to ramnve Stalin was carofully conccaled by the
burocratic gang, and when Rastman canc out with the revelations con-
cerning Lenints will, Tro tsky, pursuing the policy of pcaccmaking
and conciliation with S5t:1in, shielded the Usurper by declaring,

"Comrzde Lenin has net left any 'will'e..All talk with re-
gard tn 2 econcealed or mutilated 'will' is nothing but a
dispicable lic." (L. Trotsky, Imprccorr, Scp tomber 3, 1925,

Pe 105)

Throughout the long stretch of ycars sincc 1923 thore have been nu~
morous striking instences of Tro tdry's pecullor "fight" against Sta-
linism vhichk imworiably aided Staline. Some time after the Stalinists
seld out the British workcrs to British imperial ism, and the Chincse
toiling masscs to Chiang Kai-shek, Trotsky wrotc "All this was under—
tcken, Nf coursc, with the best of intmtions." (L. T tsky, What
Noxt, ps 74.) Such 2 wrong explonation created tho false notion that
Stelin really wanted the revelution to saccced but unwittingly intro-
duced policies which broudht about tic defeat ef thc prole tariate To—
day thc absolute mler of tho only workers! Statc has sccurcd a tre—
rnendous vict ry in Spein by having smothercd, tarough his policy of
dcfonso of bourgeois damocrocy, the preletarian revenlution which would
hove ingvitobly cmmsod an anti-buroercatic wosurgoe 1n the Sovict Unione
But Tro tsky writes that "Stalin-Nogrin syffcred a defcat." (L. Tro tsky's
lotter to the N.Y, Times, Decoember 7, 1937.) He introduces tho illu~
sien that Stalin sccks a prolc tarian victory in Spaine

It can be said with certainty that tho advent of Stalin is due, in
part, to the fact that with Lenin's rotiromant end death, no Leninist
foree existed in the Sovict Union and the Comintern to oppose hils
burocratic usurpation e&f powcr. Tho illusions produccd by Tro tsky's
policics have rondered the struggle agoinst the Btal inist scourge
very difficult, His own deofensc and with it the work of cnlightening
the wo rkors is offcetively obstructed md crippled by such acts as tho
dispatching of the cable of Jure 17, 1937 to Moscow, addresscd to tho
cynical Stalinist dliques In it Tro tsky saids
"Stalin's policy is leading to complcte collapse internal as well
as cxternal, Thce enly sdlvetion is & radical turn toward Sovict
domocracy, begimning with an epcn revicw ef the last trial. Along
this road I offer ocymple te suppnrte”



This, aftcr the criminel gmg »d rrumod him md thousands of othors,
hod drivan to suicide or mardored Tomsky, Gamarnik, Chervickov, oxo—
cutcd Tukhochovsky and mamy other high functionzrics of its own regimo,
Such a limc of Tro tsky ercates fontastic hopes that thirough preasuro
the Stalinist clique, which is stcoped in crimc and roncgadism, will
makc 2 turn towards scl f~oxposurce ond wo ke rs democrzcy. 1t eccanot

be ton strongly cmphaosized that such o line distracts the workers from
the path loading to on uncompromising fight cgainst Stal inian, and in
the final count nurturcs and sustains destructive misconccptions about
Stal inism,

Only o kocn end ponctroting Leninist pollcy can clcar Trotsky and all
other framc—up victims or Stal inism boforc the antire prole tarict,
Russion included, cnd open thie rood towards the building of the Fourth
(Leninist) Iatcrnational., Only tiurough on orientation towards tho
working closs, orgmized md uwnmrgmized, cm 2 gmuine ond full cx—
vosurc of Steliniamn be sccured ¢nd tic tide turncd towards tlc cboli-
tion Q2 copitalian and the cstobl Isiimont of world prolstarion mlc.
Any othcr path will imoscapably permit morc vicious sramc-ups by Stor
linism ond tix wnlcasiing of Foscian in Framee, Englmd, Amcrice and
other countrios vhiich will result in tho tuming of the clock of his-~
tory bud: o thousmd ycarss
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