‘ "For Peace
Through

Socialismn

L

OF

GE

YOUTH

2

We Won’t
Die For
Boss Profiis

MARCH 1, 1941

1\:!on‘thly Organ of the Young People’s Socialist League (Youth Section, Workers Party)

Price 2 Cents

- Our Answer to the War-Makers:

|

1

H DE

: Wall Street
- Tries to
Scrap History

As oredicted in the la®t issue of
The Challenge, the . investigation
into' social science textbooks con-
ducted by the National Association
of Manufacturers and executed for
them by arch-reactionary Profes-
sor Ralph Robey, has turned into a
junt attackmg every sort of

h “destroy the confidence of
youth in democracy,” and in “pri-
vale enterprise” (a fancy phrase
for capitalism).

. A glance, however, at the cita-
fions offered by Professor Robey
to buttress his contentions, indi-
cates the real purpose of the in-
vestigation: to smear any sort of

. mildly critical or intelligent text- ;

- book.

. EXHIBIT A—The following para-
graph from Harold Rugg's "Amer—

__ica’s March Toward Democracy” i

" cited as subversive propaganda:

“In 1861 there were only three
millionaires in the . United
. States; in 1900 there were 3,800.
. It was generally agreed that at
. the time one tenth of the Amer-
' dcan people owned nine tenths
_of the wealth. By 1900 this
_ tenth of the people (probably
" fewer than that) set the stand-
" grds of the new- ‘society’ which
" was arising in the United
States.”

Now, what's so “subvoisive” about
at? They're facts, aren't they?
can't be denied, can they?

EXHIBIT B—From Samuel Stein-
erg’s and Lucian Lamb's “Our

mwa Government”:

% .. What single mnewspaper

g’iublicher can compete, for ex-

sample, with . the twenty-nine

i 1 , totaling a circula-

of over ten million in sev-

‘&:&us owned and direct-
illiam Randolph Hearst?
ft ig only logical for our great

{ mpm to exert their pow-

L influence in behalf of the

and economics most fa-
to their interests.

 again, to what does Profes-
ey object? The authors of
¢t are merely citing undenia-
(OR CAN IT BE THAT
OR ROBEY, AND THE

i
| g

SUBVERSIVE BOOKS?)

Progress” by Leon Mar-
ing monopolies)

have found

L bitlions. spent. t
T C—From “The Story of |jg
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DEMOCRACY!

|Youth Congress Fails
To Answer Youth Needs

an “individual” basis) and with
over 90 per cent of the delegates
from New York, the complete
bankruptcy of the Youth Congress
as a representative body of Amer-
ican youth was revealed. With the
undemocratic procedure and a pro-

The “Town Hall Meeting of
Youth” run by the Stalinist-con-
trolled American Youth Congress
turned out to be a huge flop. Com-
prised of delegates who represent-
ed no one but themselves (repre-
sentation to the meeting was on

| No Layoffs on NYA!

Over 7.000 New York youlh employed by the National Youth Adminis-
tration received a present on Washington's Birthday—in the form of a
dismissal slip,

By June, 6,000 morc employees will be fired from the NYA rolls, ac-
cording to an announcement of Miss Helen Harris, New York director
of the NYA,

The reason given for these cuts is that an expecied “deficiency appro-
priation” from Congress to provide for the salaries of the recently-hired
NYA workers, has not come through. $2,000,000 were needed to sec the
New York NYA through until June, on the basis of an expanded per-
sonnel. Only $1,300,000 were made available. Hence, the cu{s.

Miss Harris, in her announcement, adds that this measure will prove
to be a severe hardship to the youth cut off from the $22 a month wage
and a big disappointment to those thousands of youth who have been
expecting to get on NYA,

Congress appropriates millions, billions of dellars to prepare for war.
There is no hesitation in allotting money to prepare American youth to
die in Singapore, or in Salonika, or in Flanders Field, or in Eritrea.

But a measly ﬂﬂm—vv_h}eh is a drop in the bucket compared to the
‘War—a measly -$760,008 to allow (housands of young
on a very slim budget, that is not available. “There

say the Congressmen, as they preparc to lease and lend
M'to the lruﬂn Empire.

This ullerly unjust and exasperating attack against the rights and
M‘MMWM:QWWI It is necessary to or-
'hm NYA project where cuts will be instituted! It
J . mlnmyuthhnuymmdnmﬂn‘

~ e s -

‘and bankers who are rhaking mil-

Stalin program, the AYC proved
itself useless as a rallying ground-
'for anti-war youth.

Procedure was typical of Stalin-
ist totalitarianism. No discussion
of the agenda was- permitted, al-
though the body of delegates were
asked to vote for it! All requests
for the floor had to be handed in,
listing the name of t speaker
and the “specific topi be dis-
cussed. This permitt Stalin-
ist chairman to weed out "unde-
sirable”  speakers. Although a
town-hall meeting is usually di-
vided into pro and con debate on
the resolutions presented, only one
speaker was permiited in the first
day and a half discussion to take
the floor in opposition! Conven-
lently enough, Joe Lash, the dar-
ling “youth leader” of the pro-war
Roosevelt Administration, was al-
lowed to speak so that the Stalin-
ists could use him as a punching
bag for their “anti-war” line.

Stalinist Barrage

It was only during the last ses-
sion that discussion was finally
permxtted After two days of a bar-
rage in favor of a “Moscow-Chun-
king - Washington Axis,” “friend-
ship with the Soviet Union,” etc,
the Stalinists finally permitted
some genuine discussion. This was

up and to placate the few genuine
youth organizations represented at
the Congress, who were mainly
anti-Stalinist.

It was during this session that
Milton Miller, editor of The Chal-
lenge of Youth, managed to get the
floor as spokesman of the YPSL,
although previous attempts to get

(Continued on page 4)

|Of Army

done for fear of a bad press write-|

NDS THE RIGHT

Will we get into the war? It is
the war?

The policy of the Roosevelt
pledge of ““defend” Canada to

to a head.

expeditionary force to Europe.

OTE AGAINST WAR PLANS!

The question asked in the nation’s capital is no longer:

rather: WHEN will we get into

Administration which, from its
its present Lease-Lend Bill, has

been leading the country steadily into the war, is now coming

It was, thus, possible for Secretary of Commerce Jones to
state bluntly a few days ago that ‘We're in the war now.”
was possible for President Roosevelt to endorse a speech of
Dorothy Thompson, in which she proposed_sending an armed

It

Draftee Tells
Life

(Editor’s Note — The . following
letter has been received by a reader
from a friend of his who was
drafted. The reader turned it over
to us because he believed it to be
of general interest and worthy of
publication. We print it here as
representing the point of view of
one young worker who was drafted.
We should be glad to print other
letters from young wmen in the
Army, describing conditions there
and commenting on our program
for conscripted youth. It is of
course understood that all
communications will be held in the
strictest confidence and all letters
will be printed anonymously.)
Dear Gang—

You saw the bus. How old it
was. But it was good enough trans-
portation for conscripts. It brought
us to .. , all fifty of us,in
1 state of agony.

We were herded through a huge
icorway into a large hall, the Ar-
nory. Patience became the imme-
diate attitude of us all. Questions,
inquiries, = scrutinies, hypocritical
jokes, sadistic commands, anus-
peeking, and waiting.

The food we received was slop.

For lunch, rubber spare ribs. For
dinner, sausages. The food was, it
seems, provided by the B—— Com-
pany. As the long line of hungry
men files past the door, each is
given an aluminum token on which
is stamped: “One meal—for Selec-
tee—the B—— Company."” And in
the Kitchen, the superior is a man
who wears grey overalls with the
“B—— Company” written across
the back.
"1 wonder how many dollars this
company made from the sausage
which was left on the tin tray-
plates by at least a quarter of these
ungry men, who just couldn’t
stand the food?

Tomorrow's selectees will prob-
ably get hash..

About four-thirty, I wanted to
get out of this stinking dungeon to
get, first, some fresh air, and, sec-
ond, a newspaper—plus wiring
Mom that I had been “accepted.”

Can't Go Out

At the door a big sign warned
me:
the Armory.” An armed
warning.

the time soliciting telegrams for

(Continued on page 3)

such |7

“No One Is Allowed to Leavel
policeman| "y
stoodrendynearbybwbreethe*

All talk of “aid short of
ar’’ has been dropped. The
tune has changed to aid to

England, regardless of the.cen-.. .
sequences. Senators Austin,

Glass and others have fronkly
spoken out for war. '

Even the demogogical amend-
ment of Senator Ellender to the
Lend-Lease Bill which states that
it is not the policy of the United
States to send troops to Europe,
even that is being rejected by the
Administration. ROOSEVELT
WANTS NO BARRIER IN HIS
WAR COURSE.

The plans are Yeadv—only one
thing is still lacking: the voice of
American youth assenting to be-

5

‘OUR PROGRAM FOR\
THE CONSCRIPTS

1) Increase draftees’ pﬁu to $60.

2) Complete wvoting rights for
draftees.

3) Abolish Jim-Crow in the
Army. .

4) For right of draftees to retain
trade-union inmembership.

53} For right of draftees to re-
ceive any kind of literature and to
hold their own political forums and
discussions.

_6) For right of draftees to nego-
tiate collectively with officers on
camp conditions.

\ r

ing sent to die in an imperiahst
war in Europe.

For even before the war has for-
mally begun the American people
are suffering its consequences.  As
the munition makers rake in tre«
mendous profits, prices of food go
up; as the Winthrop Rockefellers
lounge in steam - heated Camp
Plattsburgh, the ordinary American
youth freezes in Fort Dix.

Same Story
As in 1917, the pohtlcxans and

to make the world safe for democ-
racy.” But the people remain ex-
tremely  skeptical. They see how
their democratic rights—their
to strike, for example—are um:
whittled away at in the name of
this very “war to make lbe
safe for democracy.”

. One of the snotty privates was a.t " We
Postal . Telegraph. The wire cost| Wq

propagandists scream about “a war. '




CHALLENGE

{

OF YOUTH

bj. lrving Howe

into war hysteria—and the much
more d job of convineing the
youth ges m that its future lies
in dying to save a ‘‘democracy”
which has never given them half
a chance to live—this dictates con-
tinued militarization. @

But this need is merely the indi-
cation of a deeper need of Amer-
ican capitalism — to - prepare tre-
mendous fighting resources with
which to establish the world su-
premacy of American imperialism.
Britain is getting into an increas-
ingly difficult situation and the
American capitalists are deter-
: ed to rescue it, even if they
-as [have to spill the blood of several
Lhundréd thousand American youth
ito do so. American imperialism is
., |preparing to fight simultaneously
‘jon several fromts and continents.
ISome Senators—like Austin of
Vermont—and some spokesmen of
the Roosevelt Administration—Ilike
Jesse Jonmes of the Dept. of Com-
merce—have begun to speak open-
1y of entry into the war.

rforms originally used in the last
iwar. In two days he was whisked
away to Plattsburg camp, which,
says the Daily News, “measures up
to the ideals of the sportsman.”
Though Johnny from the corner
candy store may be freezing his
guts off in a tent at Fort Dix, Win-
throp'is having a lovely time in
his steam-heated camp al Platis-
burg. Don't you sort of remember
some of the speeches about how
conscription would make everyone
equal, rich and poor alike?

of the armament drive. No one,
not even the people who have got-
ten jobs, is particularly enthusias-
tic. An article about Akron, Ohio,
for instance, tells how the young
workers who are getting a little
work keep asking the same ques-
J4tion: What's going to happen after-

A T
can't go

And capitalism has no answer to

g |the question of these young work-

€oRn- | ers—no answer, except more wars
sre |and more destruction and more un-

By M. M. AND L H.

Everybody is talking about War
Aims. Nobody is very enthusiastic
about fighting a war unless they're
given good reasons, especially since
everyone remembers the raw deal
of the last “war to make the world
safe for democracy.”

But even though everyone is in-

terested and everyone asks ques-

'Socialist War Aim for
Is Answer to Hit

tions, the leaders of the war camps
on both sides of the ocean, Church- |
ill and Roosevelt, agree that it is
“as yet" impossible to state definite
war aims, other than a desire to
win the war. But in this respect
they differ little from Hitler; he
also wants to win the war.

The question is: What are the

iea for which they ask millions of
people to sacrifice their lives? And
| secondly: If erica and Britain
are struggling fer such wonderful
things as their propagandists claim,
why is it so difficult for them to
give a statement of the sort of
worlg they expect to build, if they
win the war?

perspectives of England and Amer-

Is it because they expect to keep

tragedy of an entire world.
Marshal Petain, figurehead of

“Mare than the complete occupation of France by Hitler, Marshal
Petain Jears another Paris Commune.”—From a dispatch to the New
York Times by its Paris correspondent, G. H. Archambault.

In these two lines are concentrated the tragedy of a nation—the

the reactionary, semi-fascist gov-

ernment of Vichy, which rules only
by permission of Hitler, is still
more afraid of a working class rev-
olution at home than of complete
occupation of the country by “the
foreign foe.”

And from its own capitalist point
of view —rightly so. Hitler im-
poses all sorts of tribulations and
humiliations on the defeated French
capitalist government: revision of
borders, large indemnity payments,
trade restrictions, direct military
rule of part of France. “But a new
Paris Commune, a rising working
class"—think the men of Vichy—
“that would deprive us of every-
thing: for then the workers would
take over our industries and banks
and run them for their own wel-
fare.”

So the French capitalists, except
for the DeGaulle faction, which
still has its stake in the British
Empire, prefer to play second fid-
dle to Hitler rather than to have
their fiddles expropriated by “their
own” workers altogether! Their
“patriotism™ goes just that far—and
no further. /

They were ready.to dragoon the

French working people into the
war, in the name of “democracy.”
Then the French peliticians, with

peaple that the war was a noble
war, a war for “freedom and de-
moeracy and justice” and other fine
things. (What they meant all along
but didn't dare to say, was that it
was a war to protect their impe-
rialist possessions all over the
world, that it was a war of capi-
talist rivalry over power and prof-
its—and that they would consider
it very noble if the French work-
ers. would oblige by dying on the
battlefields for their imperialist in-
terests.)

But when Hitler, their imperial-
ist rival, began to win the war, and
discontent began to rise back home
against the currupt government,
against the rotten and inefficient
army staff, against the rising prices
for the poor and the contrasting
luxury of the rich-—then the “he-
roic” capitalist politieians decided
that amything was preferable to a
French working class revelution.

And they made their peace with
Hitler—who would restore “order”
for them.

Hitler did. His troops and Ges-
tapo stand today as a great impedi-
ment to any attempt of the French
workers to seize power. His Ges-
tapo is crushing the Paris workers
under its iron heel

Hitler is doing that bit of dirty
work for the French ecapitalists—

typicfal eloquence, told the French

but at a stiff price.

BN Piris Commune- Cin: Frabi ikl

French Workers from Hitler-Petain Rule

And the French worker? He must
wonder: What happened to this
war for democracy? Hasn't the
whole thing turned out to have
been an imperialist swindle from
the beginning, in which “democra-
cy” was just the bait to catch the
poer fish like me? o

A New Commune

In March, 1941—exactly 70 years
after the establishment of the Pa-
iris Commune—it is necessary for
the French worker to begin build-
ing another, more powerful Paris
Commune. The Paris Commune of
1871 was established under similar
conditions: The French capitalists
hud lost their war of plunder
against the Germans. The working
class rose up at home.. In Paris
they seized the po¥er. But when
the French -capitalist government
and the German capitalist govern-
ment saw their common enemy-—
the working class—arising, they
forgot their imperialist differences
and united to crush the Commune.

The Commune, however, lives in
the memory of the French workers
as their greatest achievement, their
attempt “to storm heaven.”

Today, 70 years later, tortured by
the joint oppression of Hitlér and
his men of Vichy, the French work-
ers must build ancther Commune.

That is the task of the French
Fourth  Internationalists.  Despite
all suppressions, despite the most
difficult conditions, they ‘continue
their underground warK to estab-
lish a new Commune, a new soci-
ety of working class freedom which
will be more permanent and great-
er than even the first Commune.

Now Worl
and Churchill

the same rotten capitalist world as
that which they rule today? -

But if Churchill and Roosevelt
are tongue-tied, their bootlicking
propagandists aren’t. Take, for ex-
ample, Samuel Grafton, columnist ,
of the New York Post. Every now
and then, despairing of his task of
defending the imperialist Churche
ill, Grafton flies into a rage against
those who, like us, call the war
imperialist; and he repeats, like an
old phonograph: “It's for Democ-

racy. It's for Democracy.” But
sometimes he really spills the -
beans.

The Case of Grafton

For example, in one of his recent
artieles, Grafton says:

“The reason the Conservative
Party of England declines to
speak out on the war aims is
... that the British people might
hear. Should the English say to
the Germans: ‘There will be no
unemplogment, you shall have
peaceful work, you shall be free
to feed and clothe yourself and
to educate your children,’ the
English people might say,
‘Hear, hear, we'll have a bit of
that, too.” This makes it hard.
...90 men fighting for lib
obstinately close their lips and
refjuse to say what they are
fighting for.”

What a give-away this is! The
Conservative Party, despite the
trimmings which the Labor Party
provides, is in control of decisive
English policy. It cannot promise
liberty to the German workers, '
says Grafton, because the English
workers might want some, too.

Obviously implied in Grafton's
statement is the admission that at
present, “as yet,” the British work~
ers do not have real, economic lib-
erty. (For if they did, the Con-
servatives would have nothing to
fear from them, in case the Con-
servatives appealed to the German
workers.) Why, then, we would
ask Grafton, should the British
workers support the war of impe-
rialist Britain if, as you admit, 1)
they have no eeonomic liberty to-
day; 2) they have not even
and, 3) it is precisely out
that the workers would o
of their promises seriously and at-
tempt to enforce them immediately,
that the English government does
not dare state any war aims? 5

(Centinued on page 3)

because {employment.

o

League announces that it plans to circulate

%}rx‘y in large quantities because

*about the Soviet Union is so rare

C ially if it has the guar-
es that it tells the truth. For, as is well
‘the Kremlin dictator have always distinguished
to tell the truth about all things in general, and

. additional ; other than the endorsement
it is w 1, now after every progressive and de-
movement has denounced the murderous régime
ish churchman. And English churchmen, as

us throughout history for their sympathy

oo

‘June 26, 1940: , :
i stopping or skipping work without serious reason work-
: es of state, co-operative and public emterprises
1 s are remitfted to court and sentenced by Peo-

Young Stalimists Coreulats ook
Which Hides Real Role of Stalin

fers under a tyrannical bureaucratic
Socialist freedom.

trial managers and foremen.”

man-hours

umphant Sociglism.)

30, 1940, as saying:

sees only a land of

e

ple’s Judges to terms up to six

“Workers and

worthy Dean realy never heard of the GPU?

Let us now see, in terms of availability to the miasses of consumers’
products, of their living and cultural conditions, how Russia today suf-

2 FACTORY AND LABOR CONDITIONS—A major portion of the
Dean’s book describes the wonderful life of the Soviet factory. The
Dean blabbers about shop ‘‘democracy,” about wonderful shop conditions,
etc. Let us look at a few typical cases.

a) The days of the Factory Committee, when the Soviet worker
could control his shop conditions, passed away when the Stalinist dicta-
torship smashed the Bolshevik régime. What had been a fact under
Lenin is a myth under Stalin. The bureaucrat, the party functionary,
spetz (speeialist), the Stakhanovist, rule supreme. *

Only last'week at the 18th conference of the Soviet Communist Party,
Malenkov demanded “undivided and unchallenged authority for indus-

b) Efficiency in the land of Stalinist bureaucrats, who choke every
dit of working class initiative, is conspicuous by its absence. Pravda of
Oct. 23, 1940, describes conditions in the Stalingrad tractor plant, one
of the largest industrial plants of the country: .

~“The facory operates sporadically. In the past nine months,
the stoppages amounted to 640000 man-hours, inclading 306,000

completely unutilized. There were great stoppages

also on the assembly lines, which led to the unfulfitiment of the -
. ™ (And this, the Dean assures us, is the land of tri-

Again, Kalinin, the Soviet president,

‘ “Comrades, picture to yourselves a good engineer.
He is an educated man; he is considered a valuable-worker. And when |
you walk into his factory, the Devil himself would break his leg.” j

| Industrial Breakdown ‘
at the 18th conference of the Soviet CP, Malenkov admits

“serious lag in several key industries”; there is a break-
down of transportation; output has decreased in such key industries as: L:

" ‘employees who arbitrarily leave state, cooper-
‘ative and public enterprises and/or institutions are remitted to

~

régime, rather than prospers under

the

is quoted by Pravda of Oectober

milk and honey.

months of PENAL LABOR at

‘place of employment, und up to 25 per cent of thurmum- L

for terms of two-four months.”
regimentation is . . . Germany.
That would be fine . . .
labor” of the shock brigades. The

was instituted.

Let us see what these are.

of a certain section of students and

Youth Drafted

On November 10, 1940, 250,000

hour day, the youth will have
of work and 1,138 hours for
Child labor by any other name .

tion. Do you
hours a day in a
I yard?

talkin dm th, why don't

sulted indirectly in increase of hours. On June

In Qctober, 1940, free higher education was abolished.
tion,” wrote Pravda of October 22, 1940,
press, “has to a certain extent lowered the

youths, age 16-17, were drafted 'W‘ e
industrial plants under the guise of “technieal training "
vember 10 informs us that in a six month period, on the
“118 hours alloted for instruction at-vﬁ

production work.”
» . i
seven hour dgtugon them—five
know wi means for a 14 year old child to work.

metallurgical plant, worthy Dean of Canterbury, or

you quote the law of August,
larceny committed p i

sh Churchman Defends Stalin’s Crimes

court and by sentence of People’s Judges incargerated in prisons
The only other eountry in the world where there is similar lnbor
d) The Dean brags incessantly about the 35 hour week in Russia. -

i .. if it were true. The 35 hour week has el
been a legal fiction; it was circunivented most easily by the “volunteer

1935 speed-up (Stakhanovism) »e-
26, 1940, a 48 hour week

3) LIVING CONDITIONS—Pravda itself describes the following:
“Two families live in one room. The roof leaks. When it
min§ they carry the water out of the roem by pailfuls . . . the
privies are in disgusting condition . .
Im' medb:&gs eat them up in beds.”
s is in Moscow, how must it be in ia?
4) CONDITIONS OF THE YOUTH—The vy Do 3
are especiaily well off. They are the true inheritors of Stalin's wonders, |

. the workers sleep on the X

youth, the Dean tells us,

value of
parents.”

Pravda of No-
basis of an

stinks as badly.
More humanely, Stalin’
for work and two for ins

by children as young as 12, p
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~ To the Editor:
i oy . A

B _ing rates as fifty cents per hour.

When the plant expanded last summer man

. they work side by side with newly
~_ hired “helpers” who earn 65 cents
. or 70 cents per hour. Few of the
. older helpers earn more than 55
cents. Yet they do the same work
and have had many more months
of experience. '
Most of these younger union bro-
. thers complained to the union shop
stewards about this, but so far'
nothing has been done. The “help-
ers” are trying to get a raise by
themselves without depending upon
the union officers. Some of them
have become disgruntled with the

Textbooks - -

(Continued frem page 1)

. Now again, aren't these state-
I\ ments of fact? Can any sane per-
. son deny them?

. Is it the fault of the textbook
. writers if these unfortunate things
ave facts? Is the textbook writer
1o omit these facts from his books

‘Merely because the National As
sociation of Manufacturers feels
. sensitive—or guilty?—about
some of these matters is no reason
#o leave them out of textbooks.
The real significance of this witch
nt can be understood omnly if it is
‘considered against the background
of the war drive. The reactionary
osses and their professorial stooges
g aut to condemn every textbook
] ‘any ‘way fosters an intel-
lica atﬁtud; toward cap-
2 out to whip up.a
they don't

g ideas” to get in
Ay,

't Hitler the first to start
burning textbooks in the name,
also, of getting rid of “destructive”
‘eriticisms? Is it the purpose of the
NAM to repeat that in America?

 (Continued from page 1)
' 25¢. This private went after change
for my only bill and came back 10c
; . He indicated that I should
and the loss. But I was in no
mood for that sort of thing any
“move, so I got the change from him.
asked him if selectees were al-
. lowed fo read newspapers in the
rmory. He said, Yes. I wanted to
; if permission was ever grant-
go outside to buy papers. He
No, somebody had to go out:
but nobody was available,
" ever was available. Re-

Youtt in Fo d Instrument
lust Build Strong Union

special problem concerns the younger fellows who work at Ford Instrument Co. in Long Island
are members of Local 425, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, C10. I would like
~ to discuss it with my union brothers through the columns of The Challenge. >
The last union contract was sigx\zed in October, 1940, and covers a year period. Before that con-
_tract went into effect, establishing a minimum starting rate of 65¢ per hour for helpers in the assembly
department (one of the largest departments in the shop), the company hired helpers at such low start-

y youth were hired as “helpers” at that rate. Today

Loeal and never attend meetings.
They belong to the union only be-
cause Ford is a union shop. They
have to in order to keep their jobs.
One or two are anti-union as a re-
sult' of this situation.

The union officials say that the
“reclassification” which is now
pending will solve this problem. It
seems to me that there is another
way, or perhaps a better way to
solve it. That is by taking advan-
tage of the clause in’the contract
which allows the umion to reopen
the question of wages by giving
thirty days' notice to the company.
But Local 425 is still a weak local
in many respects. And the fact
that so many younger fellows stay
away from the union meetings
doesn't make the Local any strong-
er. Not only that, but it prevents the
youth, who work as helpers and

learners, from being properly rep-
resented in discussions and action
on union problems.

The union officials could help
considerably by showing that they
are vitally concerned with the
problem and arranging for a spe-
cial discussion at the union meet-
ing of this guestion of a minimum
wage for “helpers.” That ought to
bring the younger members out to
the meetings.

To my younger brothers in the
shop I say, “Show that you are
ready to do something about the
problem. Go to union meetings.
Take part in the discussions. ise
the questions on the floor and you
will see that what a union can do
for its members depends on the
members themselves more than on
the officials.”

A Ford Instrument Worker.

YPSL Program
For Union. Youth

1. A minimum wage of $24
for a forty hour week.
The machine facilities in
the shops shall be avail-
able to the umien after
working hours for the
instruction of the Youth
in skilled trades.

2.

Youth in the Unions

THE LOWDOWN ON HENRY
FORD’S APPRENTICE SYSTEM

In our last column we described
a union apprenticeship\ ‘plan as an
example of controlling trade train-
ing in the interests of the youth.
Now let us look at a typical scab
plan as worked out by that veteran

No Jobs For
N. Y. Teachers

NEW YORK —The Board of
Higher Education has announced
that all examinations for teaching
licenses in the academic high
schools have been cancelled indefi-
nitely. Since the examinations for
elementary school teachers have
not been given for five years and
more than 2800 teachers are still
waiting for jobs since 1932, the op-
portunity for teaching jobs in both
fields is practically ended. On top
of this startling statement, it was
revealed that it may be necessary
even to discharge some of the regu-
larly employed teachers.

This means that the years of
study in preparation for jobs made
by would-be teachers have been
wasted. In this field, as in every
other, capitalism shows its inabil-
ity to provide a future for Amer-
ican youth.

On strike for more than a month
now, 30 young workers of Harold
Surgical Supplies, Inc.,, at 28th St.
and Fourth Ave., N.Y.C., voted to
disaffiliate with Local 1224 of the
United Electrical, Radio and Ma-
chine Workers. The strike was
taken over by Local 65, Warehouse
Workers of the United Retail and
Wholesale Employees, CIO, after
the youth in the shop were con-
vinced that Loeal 65 would conduct
a more militant strike.

After four weeks on strike, the
young assembly hands and the cler-

%

ical workers at Harold Surgical
complained that the organizers as-
signed by Local 1224 were doing
“a poor job.” Morale was low.
Funds were low. Many of the
strikers were looking for other jobs.

Local 65 took over the sirike
with a series of noon-hour demon-
strations, tightened the picket line,
established a small subsidy for the
strikers and prepared for a long
struggle.

The demands of the striking

youth are very modest: union ree-

Local 65 Takes Lead in Militant Strike |

ognition, a raise in wages, senior-
ity, holidays and vacations with
pay, and draft clauses. Most of the
fellows who work as assembly
hands earn only $15 or $16 per
week in these days when machinist
assemblers are making much more.
The girls in the office have been
there in many cases for more than
five years, yet very few have re-
ceived pay increases.

More than three-fourths of the
workers are youth between the
ages of 18 and 23.

Trite
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(Continued from page 2)

The British government, so long
as it desires the support of the
workers, doesn't dare state its
REAL war aims: imperialist plun-
der.. We have just shown above
why it doesn't even dare state any
LYING war aims.

What Grafton really desires is a
series of hypoerifical lies by Roose-
velt and Churchill to the effect that
they're no longer imperialists and
will free their colonies . .'. some
day (when the moon is made of
green cheese).
Wilson as an example. “We had a
Wilson once,” says Grafton, “who
spoke for us, with fourteen points
that were worth more than four-
teen divisions.”

So that's what you want, you
oh-so-liberal Mr. Grafton! A repe-

‘|dition of the lies about “making the:

world safe for democracy” with
which the babbling school master

He cites Woodrow'

fooled American youth last time!

In the past, however, Winston
Churchill has clearly demonstrated
the sort of war aims he really fights
for. Take, for example, his recept
speech to the Italian people. This
was supposed to be a breath-taking
speech in which we would appeal
to the Italian people for .. . revo-
lution. (All the American liberals
held their breath; it promised to be
so exciting.)

Respects Mussolini! "

Churchill began by telling how
much he respected Mussolini. But
Mussolini, you might recall, is the
personification of fascism, against
which Britain is supposed to be
fighting. Churchill then appealed
to the monarchy and Italian gener-
als to kick Mussolini out. That's
all he wanted—to substitute a
friendly tyranny for an unfriendly
one. (We wonder: were Mr. Graf-
ton and his friends disappointed
when Churchill, “neglected” to ap-

NYA Worker

Conditions in
| Pear Editor:

I have been reading the articles on the NYA factory in The Chal-
lenge with interest. You state there that the only two good depart-

i lwbmncldingand machine shap. I would like to speak about the
||latter, sinee I work there. Recenily there was a tremendous movement
of youth into the machine shop due to its expansion. About a month
{lago they had to transfer about half of the machine workers out to
i the Park Department. The reason they gave was that the machines

A\

hich they expected to get from the government were needed elswhere,
due to the demand of th “National Defense” program. Today, in
te of all talk about opportunities sbout
of the future—and the fellowsin the machine shop say that
 chance of leaming anything in the machine shop isn’t very
ng time before you can get on a machine; it's only
There is the situation in the machine shop.

Describes Bad
Astoria Shop

learning a trade it is still

Yours,

scialist War Aims Answer
To Hitler and Churchill

peal to tRe Italian workers?)

Or still another instance, when
Churchill stated, “Without victory,
there is no survival. No survival
for all the British Empire has stood
for.” But the British Empire has
always stood for colonial slavery
and oppression of millions of peo-
ple. Or is this another case where
Churchill really means something
much more beautiful and noble
since, as shyster Grafton informs
us (no doubt on the “highest au-
thority”), this is “a war im which
freedom is being defended inarticu-
lately by men who will fight for a
dream but will not speak it.”

It is useless to pile up more
instances. One might point to
Churchill's recent endorsement of
Lord Halifax’s murder régime in
India of some years ago, one might
recall the bloody record of Church-
ill himself—but enough. Churchill,
despite all the swollen rhetoric
that flows from his lies, is as sinis-
ter and ruthless a cheracter as the
capitalist class which he represents.

Churchill's real War Aim is A
NEW VERSAILLES—only a thou-
sand times worse. Everyone hates
Hitler and what he stands for, but
British imperialism is no  better;
British imperialism is not a sub-
stitute for Hitlerism sufficiently
worthy for the warkers to die

for it.
The Way Out
The only way out to a peaceful

theMeanwaristhe

NYA Worker.

of exploiters, Henry Ford.

For years Ford has been training
apprentices in his auto plants in
Michigan. He pays them ridicu-
lously low wages, uses them for
regular production work, prolongs
the training period, hires them at

Full Work ot Half Pay

A statement before the Presi-
dent’'s Committee which investi-
gated conditions in the automobile
industry (1934), charged that “boys
in their teens placed in trade
schools, where they are paid ridie-
ulous wages for doing men's work,"”
are fired when the reach full wage
status and a new group of boys is
hired.

Labor spokesmen have charged
that in 1931 when thousands of
production men were laid off, 12
to 16 year old trade school boys
were put in their places at wages
of $11 to $14 a week.

But the punch-line in the ap-
prenticeship agreement is the
clause on graduated -classification.
After completing four years in the
Ford Trade School the graduate
cannot immediately get a job as a

The Old Man’'s Paternalism

But since the CIO United Auto-
mobile Workers drive began in the
Ford Motor plants, the “old man”
has taken a_new interest in his
young workers. He is indiscrimi-
nately giving raises of from five to
twenty cents an hour to the ap-
prentices. Raising wages during
an organization drive to turn one
section of the shop against another
or against the union is nothing new.
ut “old Henry” doesn't stop at
that. Through his service men and
other stooges, Ford is passing
around ‘@ Tumor that the appren-
tices will be exempted  from- the

8y EUGENE VICTOR

a very early age and in slack pe-
riods and depressions, fires them as
soon as they reach full wage status,

The trade school was established
in 1916 and by 1930 had 2,800 boys
and a faculty of 120.

The age limit for Ford trade
school boys was originally 16 to
18, later reduced to 12 years. How-
ever, boys under 14 are not sup-
posed to operate machines hut are

draft because of their oceupation
—deferred only if ‘they don't get

given shop duties instead.

journeymah in a Ford shop. He
must spend four more years in the
shop to become a full-fledged me-
chanic.

This is the longest period of ap-
prenticeship to be found in any
shop in the country. Compare this
with an agreement just signed by
the Steel Workers Organizing Com-
mittee, CIO, in New Jersey, with
Worthington Pump & Machinery
which provides a six-month period
for learners on a lathe, milling ma-
chine, boring mill or similar ad-
vanced machine tool.

At the end of three months, the
learner, who starts at 50 cents per
hour, gets an increase equal to one-
half the difference between his
wage and the mechanic’s. At the
end of the six-month period he is
a full mechanic with union and
seniority rights.

any wrong ideas about joining a
union.

For years during the depression,
big bosses led by Ford have kept
the youth out of industry, denied
them the privilege of learning
trades, used them to lower labor
standards and to fight union or<
ganization.

It is time for the young workers
to get wise. Now is the time to
learn a trade and get a job, provid-
ing the unions force working cons
ooty gl
dustry will- -it necessary. - |
a proportionate number of youth =
to fill gaps.

By JACK CONRAD

Stooges of Big Business have to
date put three bills before Congress
which propose to disarm labor of
its only real weapon, the strike.
Robbed of this weapon, contracts
with bosses wouldn't be worth the
paper they're written on. The pro-
posals are: 1) to declare all strikes
illegal, 2) to make all strikes in
“war industries” “acts of sabotage"
and therefore illegal and 3) to de-
mand that workers in “war indus-
tries” (which can cover almost any-~
thing!) guarantee their bosses 30
days’' notice before striking.

So far, FDR and his man Fri-
day, Hillman, have opposed this
legislation on the grounds that
“labor will cooperate without be-
ing coerced.” Which is another
way of saying that they expect.
to wheedle out of the workers
what the reactionary Congress-
men want to force labor to do. Im-
plied in the statements of Roose-
velt and his cronies is the cgnstant
threat: If labor does stand up and
Might for its rights, if we can't pla-
cate labor with a few honeyed
promises, then we too will be in
favor of anti-strike laws.

the same: Keep fighting, men and
women of labor, for a decent wage

Our answer to "all this remains|

from the profit-swollen industries.}

Anti-Strike Bills Hit
At Labor's Rights

ders. It seems there will be a de«
mand for riveters at the Goodyear

like the set-up.

JUKE BOX KING
FIGHTS UNIONS

Several months ago, the
juke box and slot machine
a couple of his menkeys up in
all-night restaurant business. lh:‘
hired 17 boys between ages :
16 and 24 for a 60-hour 'e&llh ;
cents an hour. They made i '
that “kids” couldn't expeet a XS
wage” (their stomachs are smaller,

They're making millions; you can, |
and really democratic solution of d 1o
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CHALLENGE

‘OF YOUTH

bllin Winter League.

according to Meany,would
rate prospect for the ma-

ball
knows of the fa-
Satchel Page and the many
"him. They are at least

pamphlet on Negro youth prob-
| lems issued by the Young Peo-
Socialist League. Copies

, be secured from our na-
office, 114 West 14th St,
w York, at the rate of 80c
med, or $6.00 per thou-

w !th newspaper, tells the|
’Ml Lopez, 23, a Negro|

1

We live in an age of universal race hatred and
Everywhere people suffer because
color; or their
names the “wrong” accent; or they disagree with

intolerance.

their skins have the “wrong”

the powers that be.

It is therefore extremely distressing and unfor-
tunate to see how a spokesman of an oppressed

people—in this case, the Negro

misled to the point where he utters statements of
hatred and prejudice against another, equally

oppressed people—the Jews.
In the February 15, 1941,

“We heard the election returns here with a group
of Jewish friends (naturally they can afford the best
Philcos—the rest of us cannot) and we could barely

stand their bad manners . . .

“They were Jewish people with North American
citizenship for years—but this was the first time an
They had the give-Hitler-

election interested them.
a-beating spirit!”

* In this lines one can see the old lie about the
Jews being the rich people (who alone can afford
“best Philcos™) while everyone else is poor

the

and suffers because of the Jews.

issue of the Balti-
more Afro-American there appears an article
which contains the following sentences:

| Minorities Need Unity
.| In Fight for Freedom

or some other Fascist rag. But in a paper which
pretends to speak in the name of the Negro peo-

ple, who suffer

Jim-Crow and lynching in the

South in exactly the same way that Jews suffer

from anti-Semitism and pogroms in Germany,

people—can, be

capitalists”

hatred.

and suffer just

Also, the insin- THE COLOR,

uation that the Jews are somehow the most war-

mad elements among the population.

NO EXCUSE POSSIBLE

These are the sort of statements which one
would expect to find in Coughlin’s Social Justice,

an apology for
tripe. Members

what excuse is there for that?

Of course, there ase some Jews who are rich
capitalists and bankers. We're against them—be-
cause they're capitalists and bankers, NOT be-
cause they're Jews.
ists, regardless of their religion.
to speak of “Jewish capitalists”
or “Catholic capitalists”
the working people from the real job of fighting
capitalism, into the blind alley of disgusting race

We're against ALL capital-
We think that
or “Protestant
is to divert

Let us assure the writer of Afro-American that
the vast majority of Jews are poor and oppressed

like the Negroes. That’s why

we're in favor of both groups co-operating AS
PART OF THE WORKING CLASS WHICH
FIGHTS FOR FREEDOM REGARDLESS OF
NATIONALITY OR CREED OF
ITS PARTICIPANTS.

We think that the Afro-American should print

having printed this anti-Semite
of oppressed groups must fight

together for freedom—otherwise they will be en-
slaved separately.

What Money Could Do

One $100,000 bomber given away
to England equals fifty COMFORT-
ABLE NEW HOMES in the South
for Negroes and white folks now
living in horrible shacks.

One $25,000 torpedo given away
to England equals one nice Brick
Rural School in one of the hun-
dreds of school districts ,in the
South that have no schools for col-
ored pupils.

One $50,000 tank given away to
England equals a small New Apart-
ment House in the congested slums
of the Black Belt in one of our
large cities.

One $50,000 ambulance given
away to England equals a much

needed ‘Clinic in one of ihe Negro
districts where illness and mortal-
ity are high.

Negro Sailor
Helped by
Trade Union

At least one of the young Negro
boys who were kicked out of the
Navy for protesting against Jim-
Crow conditions has found out that
there are some forces in the coun-
try who are ready to help the
Ncgroes fight against Jim-Crow.

Byron Johnson, one of the Negro
messboys fifed from the U.S.S.
Philadelphia because he wrote a
letter to the Pittsburgh Courier de-
scribing Jim-Crowism in the Navy,
was going around for a few weeks
without a job. Then John Calan-
drillo, a white official of the Scrap
Iron, Demolishers and Handlers
Union, Local 1120, AFL, heard of
Johnson's plight.

Calandrillo invited Johnson to
address his union’s meeting on his
experience in the Navy. He re-
sponded with an eloquent descrip-
tion of how Negro sailors were suf-
fering from Jim-Crowism.

The union members were so im-

'pressed by his talk that, despite

the fact that the books of their
union are closed, they voted to
grant Johnson a {full-fledged mem-
bership in the union. Today John-

|son is working side by side’with

them. !
Here is a real example of Negro-

| white solidarity; a real example of

the fact that it is only in the united

‘|labor movement that both Negro

and white can find their salvation.

Youth Congress

(Continued from page 1)

the floor in the preceding two days
had been unsuccessful.

Presenting the viewpoint of
working class opposition to both
sides in the imperialist war, Miller
charged that the Stalinists were ac-
tuated in their “opposition” to
Roosevelt's war plans solely by the
interests of the Kremlin bureau-
crats now allied with Hitler.

“If the proposal for a ‘Moscow-
Chunking - Washington Axis' be-
comes a reality, with the AYC once
again jump on the Administration’s
war bandwagon? The attitude of
the AYC has changed only with
the change in Stalin's partners.”

The speaker for the Young Com-
munist League, John Gates, failed
to answer the questions posed, re-
stricting himself instead to a eulo-
gy of Stalin's “peace-loving” char-
acter.

Liars at Work

The Daily Worker, in its usual
brand ' of {falsification, “reported”
that “with few exceptions, the
speakers were against the Lend-
Lease Bill. Among the exceptions
were...a member of the YPSL
who red-baited the Congress.” This
despite the fact that the first sen-
tence from the mouth of the YPSL
speaker was directed against the
Lend-Lease Bill and was followed
by an appeal to the youth “to fol-
low in the traditions of the strug-
gle against war of Lenin, Lieb-
knecht, Luxemburg and Eugene V.
Debs.”

The small but articulate bloc of
delegates who represenied the anti-
imperialist war point of view of the
YPSL kept hammering away all
through the conference. A large
number of the February issue of
The Challenge of Youth were sold.
Almost all unaffiliated ‘delegates
bought our paper, although the
Stalinists tried to get tbem not to
read it.

TE

Oklahoma Farmer Is
Framed and Beaten

A poor Negro Oklahoma farmer,

W. D. Lyons, has been sent to jail

for life. Charged with killing a white family, Lyons was tried and found
guilty by a jury of twelve white farmers. The only evidence presented
at the trial was the word of a single witpess that the defendant was seen

in the area where the crime was
committed.

A few days after the murder a
white woman testified that Huston
Lambert, an escaped convict, had
come to her house on the night of
the murder. The woman testified
that Lambert's hair was burned
and his clothes were bloody. A
confession was promptly gotten
from Lambert.

But the prosecution and the pri-
son officials, fearing a scandal, de-
cided to forget the Lambert con-
fession. Rather ‘than risk the
chance of having Lambert and sev-
eral fellow convicts reveal the fact
that- inmates of the prison camp
were running free all over the
country, they decided to “frame”
young Lyons.

Despite the fact that Lyons had
been viciously beaten to the point
where a “confession” was extracted
from him, and despite the fact
that the state officials knew who
the real criminal was, Lyons was
found guilty.

Wallier Case
Appealed

The Odell Waller case will be re-
vieweéd this month before the Vir-
ginia State Supreme Court. The
Workers Defense League, which
has been handling the case, has an-
nounced that collection sheets to
aid in Waller's defense can be se-
cured at their headquarters, 112
East 19th Street.

Odell Waller, 23 year old Negro,
shot. and killed Oscar Davis, his
white " landlord, in self defense
when the latter refused to pay
Waller his wages and threatened
him with a gun.

If the Virginia Supreme Court
does not free Waller, the fight to
save him, which is a fight against
race discrimination, will go before
the U. S. Supreme Court.

Negro Draftees Get Cold
Shoulder in Fort Bragg

FORT BRAGG, N. C.—One hour
after being lectured by a white
officer, who said “D6 as you are
told” and who emphasized tHe ne-|
cessity of a minimum of préfudice
at the camp, the Negro soldiers
quartered found that Gen. Jim
Crow was still giving orders. Told
to  fall in behind the white soldiers
on the way to the mess hall, they
were kept out until the white sol-
diers had been served and had fin-
ished eating. The white officers re-
ferred to the Negro sergeant as
“that nigger sergeant.”

Out of an original group of 300
colored soldiers, in one week only
39 were left. That was just enough
to do the manual work, cleaning
out this, cleaning out that, sweep-

ing and being general handy man.

Negro boys who travel to vth‘e
nearby town “creatéd a W’ :
h

adjusted,
ite  officers. The boys expressed

gers” and worse by some of the
white Southerners. The Army

arate buses for whites and Negroes.
Many of the Northern white sol-

Crow buses and preferred to walk
or hitch-hike.

This is the story of only one
draftee camp, but it is typical of
the set-up in the whole Army.

being trained to ﬂght a “war for
democracy.”

FRAME NEGRO ON
FAKE CHARGE

AKRON—Jim Crow .has claimed
another victim in this city. Ben
Finney, a 23 year old Negro stu-
dent, was framed on the .oldest
and flimsiest charge of all, “raping
a white woman.” Onl¥ this time it
was four white women that were
the supposed victims.

One of the four women clmmed
that the attack had taken place at
6 o'clock. The defense thereupon
proved that the defendant had been
working  till 6:30 on the day the
attack was supposed to have taken
place. Another of the *“victims” ad-
mitted that she did not even know
whether her attacker was Negro or
white. Still another woman claimed
she could omly recognize the de-
fendant by his voice—nevertheless
she "identified” Ben Finney as her
attacker before she even heard him
speak!

The defense completely exploded
the case by pointing out these and
similar lies and contradictions. But
Akron's Jim-Crow court did not
concern itself with the truth. What
was more important to it was to see
to it that the Negro was “put in his
place.” Finding it “inconvenient”
to convict Finney on a rape charge,
Judge Harvey sentenced Finney to
from ‘1 to 10° years on another
trumped-up charge of attempted
robbery.

Mrs. Roosevelt let the cat out of
the bag in a speech delivered to the
Virginia State College for Negroes.
mmmmmtmm

that “Negroes had net been given
an equal opportunity in the Army,
in the industrial program or in ed-
ucation.” What meore authoritative
source can there be to prove that

Jim Crow exists in all walks eof

American life?

g

CHICAGO, IlL.—On Janu-
ary 25, a military ball was
given by the Crane Techni-
cal School ROTC unit, an an-
nual affair. Although there
are 115 Negroes attending the
school, 25 or 30 of whom are
in cadet training, they were
told in no uncertain terms
they would not be allowed to
attend the ball.

g, 290

Break Through
Navy Color Line

two Negro youths have been ap-
pointed to the United States Naval
Academy at Annapolis. If they are
successful in passing the m

mitted to the Academy on July 1st.

Annapolis although two
have been admitted as students.

The record in this r
vealing. So lily-white is the Acad-
emy and so firmly does Gen. .

1936 for eight months, was.
to resign after he found that the
numiliation and embarraumu\t;' :
flicted upon him by prejudie

white midshipmen and offic
more than he could bear.

solved the problem by having sep- .

diers refused to use these Jim-.

and physical tests they will be iﬂ- -

That's the way America’s youth is

»

indignation at being called “nig-

i

For the second time in 50 years,

No Negroes have graduated from |
others -
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