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Hitler.
Weygands chose a Nazified France
rather than a free France where
the workers might cut intg the
capitalist's privileges.

The lesson is plain. The fight
against Fascism can be really car-
ried on only by the workers. Only
a workers government could have
sufficient boldness, could sufficient-
the population with a
to fight, could win the Ger-
workers away from Hitler—
a workers government could
Hitlerism.
fight for Socialism at home
and only way to con-
fight against Hitlerism.
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our thoughts also turn to—
- STALIN’S GRAB
IN RUMANIA

The American press is bystericl:le-
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Youth Hits Goosestep Plans To
Force People Into Army Barracks
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For the first time in American peacetime history since
the inception of the Republic, the youth of the nation face
the possibility of being forcibly conscripted into a huge mili-
tary machine.

» If the plans for conscripting American youth into a gi-
gantic military training corps now brewing in Washington
actually crystallize, the carching ground will be substituted
for the playground, the rifle for the baseball bat, the barracks
for the home.

America will be turned into a huge barracks—something
so close to totalitarian dictatorship that only History Professors
will be able to tell the difference.

The N.Y. Times, most authoritative spokesman of Ameri-
can capitalism, was the first to openly urge conscription for
THE TIMES POINTS THE WAY

In its editorial urging military conscription, the N.Y.

Times gave the whole show away. The Times tried to put
across conscription on the grounds that it is the most “"demo-
cratic”” form of military pérticipation on the part of the
people. The reason, however, that it specifically urged con-

GOP Chooses
War-Monger
For Nominee

PHILADELPHIA-—With the nom-
ination of Wendell Willkie, Wall
Street utilitics tycoon, for the Pres-
idency, the Republican Party drop-
ped any pretense of posing as the
“peace party.” For it guaranteed in
advance that whoever is elected
President, the present Roosevelt
foreign policy will be continued—
that is, open intervention into the
European war on the side of the
Allied imperialists.

Willkie has openly endorsed this
crucial aspect of FDR's {foreign
policy and his nomination makes
the watery attempts of the Re-
~ublican platform to attack this
foreign policy not worth the paper
it is written on. 2

In view of the fact that Roose-
velt already has the Democratic
convention sewed up-—with a ma-
jority of delegates pledged to him
~he can either secure a third term
or get across a nominee who sup-

Old Parties Agree
It thus becomes clear that both
parties—whatever their sham dif-
ferences on domestic policy-—are
agreed on the most important ques-
tion of the day: they both agree
on dragging the American people
perilously close to war by sup-
porting the Allied partners of
American imperialism.
Some Republicans tried very
hard to take advantage of FDR's
drive to war by posing as the '
“peace party” when they drew up
their platform. They tried to insert
some isolationist and anti-war dec-
larations.

But they faced a difficult choice.
To attack FDR's war -policy meant
a chance for a lot of votes. But it
also meant to attack the policy to
Lwhich Wall Street—which has a
first mortgage on the Republican
Party—agreed.
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“A_ tri-power agreement between Germany, Italy and Russia dividing

| zones of interest in Southeastern opened the way for the Soviet's

e mﬁmnmaxﬂnstftumania.it statedinwelldntonned Nazi quarters
~ today.

“Gumanyandltaxy according to Nazi informers, agreed to recog-
nuekushstemwrlalclmmsasameansotmakmggoodthe‘injusﬁces
of the settlement following the World War."—N.Y. Times, June 28.
How touching of Hitler to take to heart the injustices done to the

Soviet Union! It's the kind of thing which revives faith in human nature.
_ Of course, there is also the minor question of Stalin acting as Hitler’s
M,mmmﬂwuoumnwum
Specifically, the Danubian Ports of Galati, Braila, and Giurgu which
contrel all the navigation on this river.

WHO. HELPS HITLER?

“The US. M-Du Plan is perfect. So perfect that the actual Nazi
program of eomple(e national mobilization was based on it after a 6
months study ‘in 1934."—Time Magazine, June 10, 1940.

mmmammmladmmy When Ger-
many uses it, its dictatership.

What did Shakespeare say: “A rose by any other name .

MRS. ROOSEVELT — EMPLOYMENT AGENCY

Speaking before 200 unemployed youth in the lower East Side, Mm
FDR gave a bit of advice on how to get a job.

“You must never seem to feel afraid that you can't do the job.
But you must also be careful not to give the impression that you know
mor% an your employer.”—N,Y. Times, June 28.

emmdﬂymhowl&ﬂ.mmwlllsmbemh-
ing back to work—all very melully not giving the impresslon that
they know more than their bess.

Thank you se much, Mrs. Roosevelt!

THE BISHOP GETS TOUGH

Bishop Cannon of the Methodist Church wrote an open letter askmg
Secretary of State Hull to use his “great .influence with the President
and Congress to declare’ war against Hitler and his fellow-monsters.”
—N.¥Y. Times, May 20.

The “'Fifth” Column

*# HWISTORY-—The term “Fifth Column” was first used during the
Spanish Civil War when the Fascists advancing on Madrid boasted that
they had four columns advancing and a “fifth column” of secret sym-
pathizers inside Madrid. This term was then.seized upon by the Stalin-
ists and applied to. ali left-wing, anti-Stalinist working class groups in
an attempt to maliciously identify them with the Fascists.

PRESENT USAGE—The term “Fifth Column” is now being used by
the American war-makers and super-patriots to smear anti-governmental
groups, The term so unscrupulously utilized by the Stalinists has, with
“poetic justice,” been turned against them, as well as others. The anti-
Fifth Column campaign is sweeping the country.

COMMENT-—The anti-Fifth Column campaign threatens to smash
the civil liberties of the American people. A very clever trick is being
utilized in this campaign: an attempt is being made to identify those
who are against the government because they are agents and spies of a
foreign imperialist government and those who oppose the government
because they want better conditions for the workers. It's an old trick.
Remember how they called Gene Debs a German agent because he told
the truth about the World War?

Who is the Fifth Column anyway? When a workingman strikes for
a decent wage, he is called a Fifth Columnist because he's “hurting the
country.” But when the industrialists crack downr on a projected excess
profits ‘tax, they're being “patnotxc " Maybe we’'re nuts, but we still
think it's the mdustnalist who is really the Fxfth’Column'

duation Gab

The industrialists and bankers have been going to school this spring
to begin the re-education of the college graduates in the art of killing.
For the first time since the depression began there were no commence-
ment speeches on the lack of opportunity for youth. The war has settled
that blem.

ere were some of the gems which were produced at the college
commencements:

L Ld - - .

OWEN D. YOUNG, the guy who used to worry about the war debts,
speaking at Syracuse:

‘I cannot say that the insistent cry of youth “jobs not war” is wrong,
but unless you are prepared for the second, you may never ‘&ave the first,
and T want you to beware of such slogans .

Now, Owen, which one is it? Fer or uin?

L. K « . .

WENDELL WILLKIE, who is struggling along as President of the
Commonwealth and Southern Corporations:
“ You are going into a world of insecurity. I feel myself standing on
theshakmg:ands.Butlsaytoyonthatall the fun in life comestrom
' being unafraid.”
lnpoehlly if you happen to be Preddent of the Southerm and
wealth Corporations!

§

DR. BIDNBY FAY, history teacher, speaking at Wheaton College:
“One of the most important causes of extreme isolationism ‘has been
the recent development of a distorted view concerning our entrance into
the World War of 1917.” He attributed our declaration of war to German
‘instead of American "business.
Maybe it’s the professors who ought to go back to school!

- - L - -

BUT while the business men and the professors were in thorough
t,eoﬂegeyouthrem:edtotallmtohne.AtHarvard,David

Plan To
Militarize CCC

An amendment to the Re-
lief Bill authorizing “non-
combatant” military training
for the CCC boys has been
unauspiciously smuggled in-
to the recent Relief Bill !

The word “non-combatant”
was not defined, and once
passed can be interpreted in
any way the Administration
sees fit.

It is understood in Congress
that the minimum amount of
military training for the CCC
would include drills in mili-
tary formation, lectures’ as to
the purposes and demands of
Army discipline and install-
ing a military routine for the
CCC camps. i

This will effect approxi-
mately 500,000 youth .each
year.

N

Death Dear—
Life Cheap

*The Roosevelt administration has
appropriated the largest “peace-
time” sum for war preparations in
America’s history, and at the same
time has reduced appropriations for
social needs to the lowest level dur-
ing Roosevelt's term of office. ;

No attempt is made to deny this
fact. It is admitted to be ‘true and
is justified as a special emergency
measure created by the current
war situation. These preparations
lare part of the drive to war which
will institute American totalitar-
ianism to defend Wall Street's prof-
its.

The history of the New Deal in
office reveals a steadily rising line
of war appropriations and a stead-
ily decreasing line of expenditures
to end unemployment. In the sum-
mer of 1933 relief was administered
through country-wide Emergency
Relief ,Boards. During the winter
of that year, the Civil Works Ad-
minisfration was set up. Both came
as emergency measures wrested
from the New Deal under the
pressure of the riots and mass dem-
onstrations of the unemployed that
marked that year.

Appropriations Slashed

In' 1934, the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration was created.
At its peak . (cleverly built up to
coincide with the Congressional
elections of that year) it employed
one million less people than did
the C.W.A. The last of the series,
the Works Project Administration,
was created at the end of 1935.
Boomed and ballyhooed at first,

o

its standards and total appropria-
tions slashed. There are little more
than a million and a half of the
nation’s unemployed on WP.A. at
present and further cuts threatened.

Not only have the total appropri-
ations been slashed and with that
a decrease of workers on relief
but also the amount of re-
lief to each individual has been re-
duced. C.W.A., the first agency,
averaged $55-60 per month. Today
W.P.A. averages less than $45 a
month.

F

theNewDealamethodot

the problems of unemployment. It
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Congress Aims Blow at Labor
In Name of “National Defense”

|
The attack against American labor which has been intensified since
Hitler- marched into Holland, is more than a year old. Early last year
labor was told that it could not strike against the government, and some
'32 Minneapolis militants were arrested for pratesting the WPA cuts. One
state after another—Oregon, Minnesota, Wisconsin, New Jersey—-—passed

the truth is that each year has seen |,

'I'hese‘a.retheac:tv.nlﬂgm"elmxha

vicious anti-labor laws.

It took only the blitzkrieg to un-
i leash a whole series of open at-
tacks upon labor. It was then that
the Supreme Court decided that
the words of the Sherman Anti-
Trust Act, which had been tradi-
tionally interpreted as referring. to
business trusts and corporations,
“to embrace to some extent and in
some ecircumstances labor unions

|and their activities.” It was then

also that the LaFollette Civil Li-
berties Bill, the Hoffman Bill, and
the amendments to the Wagner La-

bor Relations Act and Walsh-
Healy Act, were introduced in
Congress.

The LaFollette Bill prohibited
any industry covered by the mea-
sure from employing aliens to an
extent greater than 10% of its total
personnel.

. The Hoffman Bm required work-
ers- in factories producing “any-
thing” for defense purposes to sign
contracts outlawing strikes.

NLRB Revision

Also for the “defense of the
homeland” is the move to repeal
the Walsh-Healy Act providing for
a maximum 40 hour week in com-
panies working under government
contracts.

But the most important of the
current moves against labor is the
projected revision of the National
Labor Relations Board. The amend-
ment introduced by Virginia's arch
reactionary, Smith, and backed by
the National Association of Manu-
facturers, are not revisions. They
wipe out the total effect of the law:

The proposed administration
Committee of one man is divested of
all proaecuﬁon powers. It zs to

of evidence
has been presented, rather than by
substantial evidence. The amend-
ments, while limiting the back pay
to reinstate workers to the maxi-
mum of 1 year, and:rendering the
board’s decisions subject to review
by the U.S. Courts of Appeal, in-
sures for the bosses the right to
circulate their views dn labor mat-
ters and petition the Board for
elections to chogse collective bar-
gaining representatives.

Other still more reactionary fea-
tures are introduced. The Board is
prevented from ordering the rein-
statement of striking workers who
have “willfully engaged in violence
or unlawful destruction or seizure
of property.” Sit-down ‘strikes are
thereby in effect outlawed. Em-
ployers can”also refuse to bargain
with aliens acting as union spokes-
men.

Civil Liberty
Endangered

In a speech of last November,

in Texas after to dis-
tribute pacifist literature. Fifty
members of another religious sect

quested movies not to cut reels on

Plan Dictatorship

On May 28th, the President
named an advisery commission of
seven to coordinate the activities of
industry, transportation, finance,
Jabor, and the consumer. The board
consisting of men with long rec-
ords of reactionary activity is di-
rectly responsible to the Pres. and
not to the departmental officials.
Its activities are described in the
War Dept. report of 1936 as of a
“super control” character necessi-
tated by the war period." ;

The plans for the activities of the
Board are contained in the still
secret report of the War Resources
Board under Stettinius to the Pres-
ident.

All ‘demands that the Pres. make
available to Congress the unpub-
lished report of the War Resources
Board have gone unheeded.

Aliens Suffer
Inquisition

The vicious anti-alien drive which
was started May 27 with the trans-
fer of the Immigration Service
from the Labor Dept. to that of
Justice aims to distract the genuine
anti-war feeling of the American
masses by throwing them into an
hysterical chase after mythical 5th
columnists. Day by day the hysteria
Erows. The House pusu a bill for

and  registration of |1
all aliens. Three days later Gov-
ernor Rivers of Georgm orders all
aliens to register with the nearest
police; sheriff or state highway
patrol officer and be fingerprinted.

The US. Army has already
launched the investigation of cre-
dentials of all European born alien
workers in the Panama Canal Zone.
And the following, - according to
the New York Times of that day,
is what “investigation” means:

“Authorities “are not only look-|. .

ing into the affairs of the workers
themselves, but are also investiga-
ting their families and other rela-
tives.”

Seamen Hit

By order of President Roosevelt,
all alien seamen have been detained
aboard their ships for fingerprint-
ing and temporary confiscation of
seamen books. Also, by order of
State Dept. all aliens including
Canadian, Mexicans, and Cubans
visiting the U.S. after July first are
required to obtain passports and
visas. °

But the most reactionary of all
the measures, which is to go into
effect July 7th is the registration
and fingerprinting of all aliens.
Failure to register entails a thous-
and dollar fine or six months in
prison. The Act also provides that
anyone guilty of seeking to cause
“insubordination or mutiny” in the
naval or land forces is subject to
ten thousand dollars fine or ten
years in prison.

To make sure that the provisions
are carried out Congress approved
the appropriation for 500 more
F.B.I. agents.

defense of U.S. Ordinarily-the the-
atre is free to .edit newsreels as
suit its schedule.

THE MEN WHO
WILL RULE
AMERICA

Personnel of the
National Defense
Advisory Board

WILLIAM S. ENUDSON—pet of
American industrialists . . . life
story: Horatio Alger hero comes to
life (with Fascistic trimmings) . . .
worked his way up to riches from
poverty-stricken youth as ship-
builder, stock room keeper, factory
hand . . . became expert in anti-
labor practisés as head of Ford's
assembly plant, then as his produc-
tion manager . . . graduated to
General Motors in '33 . . . became
President—was strong man of in-
dustry!—and led fight against sit-
down strikes . . . now in charge
of manufacture of tanks, planes,
engines and uniforms . . . all that
the workers can expect from this
slave-driver is speedup, long hours
and lower wages . . . the type that
would slit his grandmother’s throat
to increase the company’s divi-
dends. . . .

EDWARD R. STETTINIUS — the
silk-glove, iron fisted type . . . not
tough like Knudson but gets the
same reactionary results by slick-
ness . . . started off at G-M where
he picked a few anti-labor tricks,
then transferred to U.S. Steel Fi-
nance Commission . . . was pro-
moted again to President of U.S.
Steel in 1935 . . . has been one of"
the more far-seeing industrialists,
supporting FDR all along . . . was
part of NRA set-up . . . realized
FDR was working for basic inter-
ests of coupon-clippers . . . rewarded
now by place on War Board. .

RALPH BUDD—a typical eomer-
v-mhmm@um%v who fig-

theproﬂtcharto!hisrallrondelr :
production company . . . in charge
of transportation. . . . 7

LEON HENDERSON—The “left
wing” of the war board (that is,
he wouldn't slit his grandmother’s
throat for more profits because he
believes in fair practices in indus-"
try) . .. worked his way through
college playing football, so he sym-
pathized with the poor (for a while)
. when economics instructor at
Carnegie Tech, he took his boys to
hear Debs speak . . . worked for
NRA and when that flopped, sold
out to the stuffed shirts: became

“economist” for National Democratic ',

Committee . . . was rewarded with
chairmanship of SEC . . .'is in
charge of statistics and prices for
the Board. . . .

.SIDNEY HILLMAN — a “high
class” labor man—elected President
of Amalgamated Clothing Workers
in (1915 and held job since . . .
doesn’t show up at union, except
during convention -time . . . other-
wise is in some FDR board where
he stooga along as the “labor
man” . office is located in Union
Square, but home is in Long Is-
land spends far more time
with Wa.shington big-wigs and in-
dustrialists than with members of
own union . . . a real “labor lieuten-
ant of capxtalixm . now at peak .
of career where he will consecript
American youth into war machine

. and he’s supposed to. be labor's

representa the Board!
—~ i

‘Jewish Youth
Group Dasolvul
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l (Contlnudtrompuel)
. —entered the picture. A few days after the
Times editorial, a “Washington correspond-
ent asked President Roosevelt what he
thought about the editorial.
President Roosevelt answered that he

“heartily approved”” of the editorial! The
lPresident of the United States, with a one
sentence statement, had given approval to
a plan to turn America into a barracks!

* RESENTMENT BEGINS ;

Graduolly, popular resentment began to

~ form. It was at once obvious that the usual-

ly shrewd Presndent had taken a step too
far.

Roosevelt qunckly beat a retreat. He “am-
plified” his statement by a press confer-
ence statement in which he declared that he
had never meant military training at all,

o

camps. To further conceal the military na-
ture of his plans, the Presndent substltuted
the term “‘government service'’ for conscnp
tion, despite the fact that he had previous-
" ly endorsed the Times editorial which clear-
_ly called for military conscription.

 The plan which Roosevelt tentatively out-
ed—and which he assigned for comple-
on to a new Federal Administrator, Sidney

s labor fdlw--ﬁeﬂed

\

iable to govemment forced service.
~ 2) Youth from the age of 18 to 21 to

" but was rather in’favor of forced labor .

~ one the '‘democratic”’

most countries) asking for com-

into  four categories: a) military draftees,

' b) semi-military (CCC etc.), c) youth un-
‘der 18 conscripted for
; and d) youth drafted for “conservation.”

industrial training“

What President Roosevelt said about this
plan is even more interesting. He said that
he was ‘‘disappointed’’ with the response
of American youth to the ‘’defense. pro-
gram” ‘and that he wanted them sent into
conscripted camps in order to ‘‘take their
minds off the isms.”

ONLY BY FORCE

What then can we conclude about the
motives of the proponents of conscription?
The administration, and the capitalist press,
both realize that large sections of Ameri-
can youth have not succumbed to the war
hysteria and that it will be only by force
that they will succeed in building up their
armies. Hence, their advocacy of conscrip-
-tion.

But what happens to all this talk about
conscription being ““democratic’’? It is seen
as mere nonsense, a camouflage to drag
American youth into the barracks.

One other angle needs to be mentioned
features of conscrip-
tion. That' is the angle of Miss Dorothy

Thompson female enfant terrible of the-

Republican Party. Miss Thompson has dis-
covered. that conscription has its origin in
the French Revolution of 1789 and that it
was "‘born together with the idea of personal
freedom, and logically so.”

There is but one point that Miss Thomp-
son forgets. And that is that in the revolu-
tionary armies after the French Revolution
were democratic in control; the soldiers
elected thelr own officers. That is a differ-
" ent proposition from a ‘conscript army, drag-
ged together to defend an imperialist em-
pire.

But if Presifent Roosevelt tried to mas-
querade his plan for forced labor camps
and military conscription behind the veil
of “democracy,” the subsequent actions in
Congress with regard to this issue were
much clearer.

Several days after the Roosevelt announce-
ment, a bill was introduced in Congress by
Senator Burke (Democrat) and Representa-
tive Wadsworth (Republican) which came
out flat-footedly for military conscription.

The Burke bill provides for the registra-
tion of all American men between 18 and
65. Men between the ages of 21 and 45 are
liable to instant call for military service.
Men between the ages of 18 and 21 and

- between 45 and 65 are liable for Home

Defense.
(By the way! Since when do the capitalist

. politicians admit a difference between home

defense and national defense? Is this not
evidence that America’s 60 Families is again
preparing for an expeditionary war?)

OUR INCENTIVES

And what is the incentive for American

youth? The wage to be paid for conscripted
will be . . . $5 per month. For 16¢ a day
American youth is to be drafted into a\ bar-
racks and prepared for war.

This plan makes no pretense of preparing
American youth for any useful pursuits, for
any trade. Death is its purpose and the whip
of force its method.

That there is no conflict between the
harsh Burke Bill and the resident’s sugar-
coated proposal was made clear by Burke
who declared that his measure is “entirely
in line with the President’s present desires.”

According to Frank L. Kluckhorm, Wash-
ington correspondent of the N.Y. Times,
“Chairman May of the House Military Af-
fairs Committee stated that his group would
begin hearings on the Burke Bill in about
two weeks, by which timé he expected the
President would express his ideas as to what
form compulsory military training would
take. He indicated that the Committee would
consider various proposals and then write

A COMPOSITE MEASURE.”

Together—Democrats and Republicans—
the American 60 Families are preparing what
President Roosevelt calls a “new form of
life’”” for. American youth: the life of the
goose-step.

The incentivé to this life? Why, “make
the world safe for democracy,” of course!
That never fails!

But if that is sufficient incentive for
American youth to perish on imperialist
battlefields, it is not sufficient for the Amer-
ican industrialists. They want something
more substantial: cash.

EXCESS _PROFITS

When, at the same time as the conscrip-
tion proposals were floating around, Sena-
tor LaFollette introduced an excess profits
tax to limit corporations producing for war
to a mere juicy 7% profit, it was defeated
in committee. Instead the Senate Commit-
tee guaranteed a minimum of 7% profts.

What a mockery it all is! The war will
be fought for the bosses profts. The youth
and the workers will give up their lives. The
bosses won't even take a puny reduction in
profits. In fact, their profits are guaranteed.
And to top it all the poor will have to pay
for the war as well—with the new income
taxes cutting exemption of income taxes to
$800 for single men'and $2,000 for married
men. :

But that isn’t all. Assistant Secretary of
War Johnson, a close confidant of the Presi-
dent, declared that he thought that the mil-
lions of dollars which the 60 Families will
rake in on the 7% minimum profit rate was
sufficient.” . | approach that seven per-
cent figure with fear and trembling as to
what it would do,” he said. :

And Fred Eaton and Sidney Krause, mem-
bers of the War Advisory Board, declared
that a cut m profits would make capitalists
Tess eager”’ to cooperate in defense. “Their
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vigorously.”

present attitude might become one of hesi-

‘tancy or resistance, the witnesses said, if the

profits problem were to be attacked too
(N.Y. Times, June 20).

Just try to follow this. Our incentive for
this war is a phony appeal about democracy;
their incentive is more and bigger profits.

And if their incentive were—not eliminated,

God Forbid! — but slightly
would begin to balk.

What then should we, the youth and
workers, soy? We, who will have to die,

limited, they

A [\ﬂ /A

to suffer, to wallow in barracks for 5 bucks
a month?

WE STILL HAVE TIME

We still have time to answer.
have time to tell them:

You, Messrs. 60 Families, if you want us
to sacrifice, why don’t you set the example?
If Ford dnd DuPont and Stettinius were to
hand their factories over to the government,
or to even cut their war profits 100%, why
then we'd begin to listen to them about this
“war for democracy’ stuff. Until they do,
or better yet until the workers realize that
we can’t expect them to abdicate out of the
goodnessof their hearts and that we have to
kick these fat-bellied profiteers out—until
that happens we realize that this conscrip-
tion plan is just a new way to herd us mto
death like a gang of cattle. S

And that’s why we're against it.

We still

I Am Interested

Please send me more information on the
aims and activities of the

LR S L

114 West 14th Street
New York City
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Négro Soldiers and Civilians Negro Paper Asks:

Lynched and

Terrorized in

First “War for Democracy”

By JULIUS FRASER

Inspired by politicians’ speeches, looking forward to the possibility
of bettering their living conditions, 400,000 American Negroes volunteered
or were drafted for the 1917 crusade “to make the world safe for democ-
racy” and “guarantee minority rights.” Despite their willingness to die

for “democracy,” America's largest

minority could have used a little

more of the democracy they were supposed to save.

in civilian clothes or
submitted to increasing abuses and

in a uniform the Negro was being
indignities. Lynching was becoming

large-scale; in the “race riots” in
East St. Louis alone 175 Negroes
were slain. In 1917 there 'were 45
lynchings, in 1918 there were 60,
while 1919 there were 76. As Amer-
ica went deeper into the war “to
make the world safe for democ-
racy” it paid less and less atten-
tion to it at home.

The Negro soldier fared no bet-
ter than his colored brother at
home. White soldiers were refus-
ing to salute their colored super-
iors, Negroes were forced to live
in inferior quarters. Three fourths
of the colored soldiers were given
jobs as ditch diggers, wood-cutters
etc. The condition of the Negroes
in the training camp became so
aggravated that spontaneous Ne-
gro 'revolts broke out in many
sections.

Troops Revolt

In 1917 there was the revolt of
the 24th Infantry (colored) of the
regular army, camped at Houston,
Texas. As a result of rioting pro-
voked by insulis and assaults on
Negroes, martial law was declared.

The colored troops laid down their

canda a . coun
; 13 Negroes were hanged
immediately without a chance to

appeal, 6 more met the same fate
later and 61 were sentenced to
long prison terms. The white police-
man who provoked the affair was
left scot-free.

A secret document issued by the
American General Staff Headquar-
ters and distributed among the
French officers gives an excellent
summation of the Jim-Crow policy
of the American army. It reads in
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Negroes Given
All Dirty Work
In U.S. Army

Negro people pay taxes—just like
anyone else.

Negro youth will be called upon
to die in the bosses war—in the
name of “democracy” just like any-
one else.

But Negro youth won't and don't
now have the ordinary rights of a
white youth in the American armed
services. Just as Negroes were Jim-
Crowed in the last war—so are
they now facing the same treat-
ment. :

At present, there are four army
regiments of Negroes. Both cav-
alry regiments are broken up and
serving as nursemaids to officers’
horses at various Army Service
Schools and at the Military Acad-

Colored youth are not accepted for
service in the Coast Artillery, En-
gineer Corps, Anti-Aircraft, Tanks
Corps and all other speciallized
fields of army service.

The two infantry regiments are
kept in virtual exile: one has been
in the Arizona desert for 20 years,
the other has been kept, disarmed,
in Georgia.

In the Navy

In the Navy, Negro youth also
serve as stooges for the white offi-
cers. Negroes cannot even become
petty officers. The highest rank that
can be obtained is officers’ cook or
steward, and even when appointed
a steward a Negro is still looked on
as a mess attendent. :

When a young Negro decides to
join the Navy, he is sworn in as a
third-class mess attendent at the
salary of $21 a month. He is gen-
erally sent to Norfolk, Virginia
where he suffers discrimination not
only in the form of the type of
work given him in the Navy but
also in the city itself.

The young Negro is taught how
to make good coffee and to serve
officers by courses at meal time,
and how to make up officers‘ bunks.

The young Negro cannot

E

parchment scroll . .
itself asks, “Qualified for what?”
There are no jobs . .

I DIDN'T RAISE MY BOY . ..

our war.

no jobs?

Commencement Day! Will it be

is the most forgotten man.

for our youth upon its battlefields.”

WHERE SHALL OUR
YOUTH GO NOW?

(The following excerpts are from an editorial of the Chicago De-
fender, Negro paper, of June 15, 1940.

“Thousands of our youth are graduating. The schools and colleges
are closing. New doctors, lawyers, chemists, and engineers receive that
. The diploma says they are qualified. But life

. There are no jobs for youth—unless you are
thinking of war, That is a big job.
gun. That is all that is offered. No education of the kind youth has just
comepleted is needed in Flanders Field.

Youth can trade the diploma for a

Mothers may say, “I did not raise my boy to be a corpse upon a
European battle field.” War can help ease the unemployment situation.
What? The mothers of America are against it, you say. Then let them
speak out, let them cry it to the housetops. Tell Washington. Not war,
but peace and the jobs of peace are on the order of the day. This is not

One of our weekly contemporaries is offering graduating students
$5 for success stories. The graduate who gets a job is regarded as a real
“story.” But the story which should be printed is: Why is it that millions
of jobless youth can’t get work? That's America's story. Why are there

Will these boys and girls be called fifth columnists if they demand
that their government assume toward them a responsibility?

the end of hope? Negro youth faces

the hardest future. If there are a few jobs, it comes last. Black America

Is it any wonder it questions the mental competéncy of its elders?
We have no cure, or have we and are we afraid to fight for posterity?

It would be a bankrupt world if there were no jobs outside the
ranks of armed men and the grave diggers who plow them under. Youth
graduates! It demands! We have got to answer! Europe has no answer

>

This is convention time.

suddenly discover the Negroes.

weep crocodile tears about the

But the Democrats are the

Both old parties represent

CROCODILE TEARS . . .

N

This is the time when the politicians of the two old parties

The Republicans at their recent

convention dripped with “sympathy” about the plight of the
Negro people. The Democrats at their convention will also

plight of the Negro people.
party which rules in the Jim-

Crow South and allows lynching to continue. The Republicans
are the party of the Big-Businessmen who exploit the Northern
Negroes in the most menial jobs. And both parties do their bit
in preventing passage of an anti-lynching bill in Congress.

the big bosses, the 60 Ruling

Families of capitalism. So long as capitalism exists the Negro
people will never have a chance. Only when we unite with the
white youth and workers to kick out the bosses, to establish
a Socialist system of our own—only then will the Negro people
have a chance to really live like decent human beings.

By TED LYONS

a fast-moving style, this short novel
packs a powerful wallop.

Sonny Clark, a young Negro bey,
is lynched by a mob of white share-
croppers who have been led to
believe that he was responsible for

The Story Behind a
Southern Lynching

the rape of a sharecropper’s daugh-
ter. This false rape, story was
cooked up by a local woman preach-
er who was tied up with the state
political machine and who was
hell-bent on sending every black
man back to Africa. The state sen-
ator had agreed fo cooperate with
her in this fantastic plan and as-
suring her of financial backing of

port of a back-

-pilot hit upon

“guinea pig” of this frameup. The
white sharecroppers fell “for this
fake story. The political machine
played it up. The woman preacher
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Let us examine ‘the facts:

Economic Slavery Is
Still Negro Lot In
“Land of Opportunity”

At a time when the American people are being stampeded into
another war “for defense of democracy” it is well to rip the covers off
and take a good look at our democracy.

What democracy, for example, are the Negroes asked to protect?

Not only are they made to work at the meanest of jobs at half the
wages of white workers but under vagrancy laws in many Southern
states any person above 14 years of age without employment may be
arrested and thrown into jail for vagrancy. The Sheriff and court officers

Colored Pupils
Segregated in
U. of Chicago

CHICAGO, Ill.—In a recent com-
mencement address President Hut-
chins of the University of Chicago
gushed over the fact “that only in
Ameérica do students have full dem-
ocracy—this being so, democracy is
worth fighting for.” Some of the
students present were puzled about
this: the Negro students.

Here is the sort of democracy
Negro students enjoy on the Uni-
versity of Chicago campus:

No Negro students are employed
by the Building and Grounds De-
partment (with the exception of
those on NYA.) No Negro students
are employed in the University
clinics.

During ‘ city elections the Uni-
versity - placement - bureau - gives
employment to approximately four
hundred students as election wat-
chers. These desirable jobs are
never offered to Negro students.
At the University itself, Negro
students receive only limited ser-
vices at the university hospital—
they are denied hospitalization in
the student ward.

The University hds shown a def-
inite tendency to segregate Negro
students into two of the campus
dormitories.

Did we hear anyone say anything
about democracy?

A TASTE OF
U.S. JUSTICE

An interesting note on how Amer-
ican democracy works with re-
gards to Negroes is provided by a
recent column of Paul Mallon,
Hearst columnist.

The House of Representatives
Banking Committee recently held
a meeting to consider a new bill
for a $800,000,000 housing appropri-
ation. As the committee meeting
was opened a Congressman opposed
to the bill passed out copies of a
speech made by an Assistant Hous-
ing Administrator, Robert Weaver.
This speech contained such “as-
tounding” statements as: “the Ne-
gro is a responsible tenant in a de-
cent home; the two races can live
together in the same project—the
Negro can be a good neighbor as
well as a good tenant” In other
words, the Negro is a human being.
When the Congressmen read this
statement, they became infuriated
and abruptly shelved the bill by
adjourning the committee meeting.
Need we add that the Chairman

Negro Meetings

A successful series of discussions
on the HISTORY OF NEGRO RE-
VOLT is being conducted by the
%snazo Southside Unit  of the

Ej

€gro

are then paid with the fees collected
for each arrest and conviction.' And
since the cost of maintaining the
prisoners comes out of the sheriff's
pockets, you can be sure that pris-
on costs remain at a bare minimum.

Talk of democracy becomes not
only meaningless but vicious when
10 states deny the Negro the right
to vote; when in 19 states the seg-
regation of Negro in schools and
public conveyances is the law;
when over 400 Negroes have been
lynched for such crimes as insisting
on the right to vote, discussing a
lynching, being a withess, trying
to act like a white man, that is,
“not knowing one's place.”

Wages and Misery

Where is opportunity for the
7,138,455 Negroes in 12 Southern
states who, in 1930, were denied
all access to any library? Where
is the opportunity for the Negro
farm workers who receive 'the
average wage of $4.71 a week for
females and $791 for males—or i
less than % of that of a white = |
worker? Where is opport
the 35% of Negro youth who are
in a constant state of unemploy-' |
ment. L

How does it happen that in this
land of equality that 98% of Negro
farmers have no means of il-
lumination other than kerosene
lamps and 32% of them no toilet
facilities at all?

Although Negro youth receive
but one-eighth of the amount
of money spent on education of the
average white youth, they receive
more than their equal share of
sickness and death. Due to the mis- |
erable conditions into which the
Negro is forced by his exploiters
there are 9% times as many deaths
from tuberculosis as among whites;
3% times as many deaths
100,000 among colored people as
among whites; the excess of
ored over white death rate
1,000 live births runs from 70-
100%. And while the 1930 statistics a

o,

show that there is one white physi-.
cian to every 800 white people,
there is but one Negro physician
to 3200 colored people, or 4 times
less than among whites. T

This is the democracy, the equali-
ty, the liberty for which Negroes
are to be urged to die for. Think
it over; wouldn't it be more sensi-
ble to fight together with white
youth for a.new, decent society?

Commits Suicide ;

CHERRY TREE, Pa.—The poc-
oner reported that John Leonard

Sebring, 16, high school freshman,
became so upset over the war iil
Europe that he killed himself yes-
terday. i
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