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Youth To Boss War

By HOWARD IVES
Behind the cover of radical sounding and seemingly anti-war
phrases, Father Coughlin, American Fascist No. 1, has begun a

dangero
anti-Se:

ampaign to enlist American youth behind his Fascist,
c and pro-war movement.

Exploiting the hatred of American youth for war, Coughlin
in his “Social Justice”” of October 9, leads off with a headline
“Revolt of Youth Rising to Defy War Planners.”

Then follows what on the surfact might appear to be a very

FEAR WAR, KEEP
SONS FROM (CC

4 LANSING, Mich.—The moth-
ers of Michigan are firmly re-
solved that they haven’t raised
their boys to be soldiers. And so
they are refusing to let their
boys be soldiers. And so they are
refusing to let their boys join
the CCC.

Despite the frantic claims of

e commanding CCC officers,

. J. Rigterink, CCC has

thing to do army, the
mothers know r. They have
eyes with whicl to see and they
see that the CCC camps are run
by army officers.

One and all, the mothers make
the same demand: ‘I want to
withdraw my son’s application
for the CCC. I don't want to pre-
pare him for war.”

The attempts of the recruiting
officers to explain away the mili-
tary connections of the CCC don’t
help at all. No siree, say the
Michigan mothers, with armies
marching in Europe and Con-
gress debating a change in the
neutrality act which may bring
America even nearer to war,
we’re not going to let Junior out
of our sight. Pretty smart, these
Michigan mothers!

MINN. WORKERS
FIGHT’FRAMEUP

MINNE APOLIS, Minn.—
Nearly 150 labor leaders, mili-
tant workers and unemployed
have just been released on
bail in the WPA ‘‘conspiracy”
¥ trial which the Federal gov-
: L"'emmeni; is prosecuting again-
st them. The charge of ‘‘con-
spiracy’’ was trumped up by
the local G-Men who have been
. trying their hardest to ‘‘get’’

the leaders of the recent WPA
strike here. The labor-hating
_dicks are especially anxious
jail the Minneapolis work-
ers because of the fact that
this city saw the most suc-
cessful and militant strike.

Among those awaiting trial
are leaders of the Youth Sec-
ot ihe Federal Workers
e organization of the

® |radical attack on the war mak-

ers and the move to lift the arms
embargo. In reality, it is only
sugared bait to get the ‘“‘suckers’’
to swallow the pro-Nazi pill that
is found inside the magazine.

Here are the paragraphs from
the front page which speak of
the ‘‘Youth Rising.”

‘““And what is even more sig-
nificant are the numbers of
young men who say they will not
fight in a war that results from
repeal of the arms embargo.
This revolt of youth, which start-
ed quietly here these past few
days, threatens to become a ver-
itable prairie fire.”

‘““These boys of draft age do not
recall the last war, but they are
not going to be caught up in any
fine frenzy of patriotism .
No, the ‘grand adventure of war
is not going to wash with this
generation of draftees.

‘““Today’s youth want jobs and
a chance at life. They are fast
growing impatient with politi-
cians who offer them the decep-
tive adventure of war in place
of a ‘break’.”

Sounds pretty radical, huh?

Behind it All

But let us look inside the sheet
so we can understand the mean-
ing of what is written on its cov-
er.

Father Coughlin talks
against the coming war. But
the facts prove that he has op-
posed every anti-war move-
ment. On January 19, 1930, he
condemned a student group
that had adopted an anti-war
resolution because ‘“They are
unwilling to assist in building
up a better navy and a strong-
er army to protect a country
where Christ is still a King.”

In the major article on the
war, we find the following:
“Germany, Italy, the protagon-
ists of the ethical (sic!) authori-
tarian, and corporative States,
are aiming at a redistribution of
world power which would give
them a genuine equality. . . .”

Listen to this gem: ‘‘In many
ways, if we look below the sur-
face, the Nazi, and still more,
the Fascist regimes are more
democratic than the Liberal,
which are dominated by the
money-interests.’”’

And finally the beans are
spilled: ‘A victory for the Axis
will be less harmful than a vic-
tory for the Allies.”

And now we come to an inter-

esting on. The reasons
(Con on Page 2)

ROOSEVELT

Cantr

tale of which more later.

ture of Earl Browder,

Browder who boasted of being a
Twentieth Century American,
the Browder who told the Dies
Committee he would support any
war America conducted, even
against the Soviet Union? The
very same! But, you forget, the
line’s changed again. Stalin has
left the bed and board of the Al-
lies and found a new mate in
Hitler. Result: Browder, the pro-
fessional boot-licker of Stalin,
shifts also. And all the little
Browders, like the boot-lickers of
the YCL, shift along too.

The Merry Go Round

John Gates tells us: ‘‘The slo-
gan democracy versus dictator-
ship today only serves to cloak
the imperialist interests of Brit-
ain and France.’”” Which is pre-
cisely what it served when you
raised that slogan 6 weeks ago,
Mr. Gates!

Gates tells us that he ‘“‘places
the guilt equally on both sides.'
What is that, Johnny? Heresy!
Haven't you read the very edu-
cational joint communique of
Stalin and Hitler which says that
if the war is prolonged the re-
sponsibility rests on England
and France? But perhaps you
went to press too early. Tomor-
row you will say that England
and France, your ‘‘peace loving
democracies’’ of yesterday, are
le- . . the aggressor nations.

And to what fantastic acrobat-

ics they go to justify the Stali-

Stalinist Youth Squirm
To Explain “New Line”

Favor A

Gov't, Business
Continue War Steps

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Amer-
ica moves closer to war every
minute!

Debates in Congress are tak-
ing a warm turn, especially in
view of the unprecedented
amount of pressure which has
been coming from the folks back
home against amending the law
to allow arms shipments to the
warring powers. The people back

home are becoming very excited

about the idea of sending their
sons to war for the sake of in-
creasing Morgan’s profits—and

By IRVING HOWE

If you would like to read a modern political edition of the ‘‘1001
Arabian Nights’’ then get a copy of the October issue of the
“Young Communist Review.’”’ All the big ‘‘literary’ guns of the
Stalinist youth leadership have been wheeled out—with the single
exception of Joe Starobin, behind which exception is a sad, sad

You open up the sheet calmly enough and Blow No. 1—a pic-
‘““Anti-war fighter, imprisoned in Leavean-
worth twenty-one years ago for resistance to the imperialist war.””

Good heavens, is this the same ¥

nazi pact. On this, only one point
need be made. Do you remember
the editorial article by Joe Star-
obin just one issue ago where he
said that in case Hitler invaded
Poland, Stalin would break the
pact. Now whatever happened to
that idea? Could that possibly
explain the fact that ‘‘poor Star-
obin'’ hasn’'t got one signed ar-
ticle in this issue? He really
makes too many slips, don’t you
think ?

The one thing that stands out
about this issue of the YCR,
however, is the ease with which
the boys adapt themselves to the
new line. True, Gil Green ad-
mits having hd some harrowing
moments, but on the whole the
YCLers write up the new line
with even more ‘‘leftism’’ than
the adults.

Line on Roosevelt

Also interesting is the lack of
any line on Roosevelt. Now what
happened to the ‘‘wonderful”
idea of a 3rd term? Are you for
it or agin it, or haven’t your
minds been made up for you yet?
But already there is a hint of a
change in this respect. Says

hatchet-man Gates: ‘“We must
pu®B SIIYS uappns 10} Apsal aq
changes on the part of former
friends of the people. Let us not
be taken by surprise.’”” (That last

| sentence is really funny.)

After all, FDR is lined up with
(Continued on Page 3)

the Congressmen have felt this
in the letters they’ve received.

The propaganda for the Presi-
dent’s proposal to allow arms
shipments to the warmaking
powers is becoming increasingly
pro-war—pro-war without hesi-
tation. In the speech of Senator
Austin, for example, he dropped
the hooey that previous speakers
hd been throwing about this
amendment helping create pros-
perity and came out flatly with
the declaration that he was an-
xious to help England and
France win the war. So the pur-
pose of President Roosevelt's
proposal is now out in the open:
help one of the 2 warring sides.
But every one here knows that
if America becomes the armory
of one side, then it is bound to
become the target of the other.
That’s why many of the employ-
ees of the State Department
around here are cynically whis-
pering of ‘“‘war by Christmas.”

(Continued on Page 2)

POLL SHOWS YOUTH AGAINST WAR

Coufhlin Misleads

Youth

Vote On War

Youth Poll Answer
To War Mongers

American youth has spoken
out against war!

Despite the fact that this is
sensational news about the at-
titude of America’s future can-
non fodder to the war being
prepared for them, the boss
press has not had a word—not
one word —about this.

In a poll of over 5,000 high
school students in the entire
country, more than 85% of the
youth polled said that they were
against the war and that they
wanted America to stay out of
it! The poll was taken several
weeks before the outbreak of
the 2nd World War, but the
iment of the events that were
youth questioned said that they
expected a war “‘within their
lifetime.”

Even more significant than the
vote against war is the specific
vote on the question of giving the
youth the right to vote on war.
Over 75 per cent of the youth vot-
ers said that they were in favor of
provisions for allowing the people

to vote on war before the govern-
ment could declare war.

By a decisive majority the stu-
dents also voted against M-Day
plans to make America a military

dictatorship in case of war.

War'—Shachiman

with party leaders as speakers.
The YPSL is working on special
youth activities for the cam-
paign. The New York YPSL has
issued the following statement
outlining the reasons why youth
should support the SWP candi-
dates:

“The paramount issue that
faces New York youth is the
war question. The attempts of
the old party politiclans to
evade this issue is evidence of

the fact that their role is to

Youth Refuse fo Die in a Boss

(ampaign Slogan

The campaign to elect the anti-war candidates of the Socislist
Workers Party for New York Councilmen, George Lyman Paine
for Manhattan and Max Shachtman for the Bronx, is entering its
last lap. Night after night groups of the Party and its youth affil-
iate, the Young Peoples Socialist L.eague (4th Int), tour the work-
ing class neighborhoods with outdoor and indoor meetings, urging
the workers to vote for the anti-war candidates.

The major campaign is being waged in the Bronx, where it
is planned to end the campaign with a series of whirlwind rallies

@

machine. The Democrats and
corral the youth into the war
Republicans are the stooges
of the 60 Families. When
“Ptmmudeoue




- this school.

CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

(Continued from Page 1)
that Coughlin and Co. rail ag-
ainst lifting the arms embargo
and for neutrality are precisely
the same reasons that the Stal-
inists rail against lifting the
arms embargo and for neutral-
ity!

Same Reasons

They both desire the victory of
the Nazi-Stalin war bloc and the
defeat of the Allies! They are
not interested in a genuine fight
against the war-makers of both
sides — England. France, and
Germany. Since they realize that
it is impossible to expect Ameri-
ca to enter the war on the side
of Germany, they at least hope
to keep America from fighting
on the side of the Hitler-Stalin
enemies: England and France.

The Stalinists adopt this policy
because they act as stooges of
the Kremlin. The Coughlinites do
this because they sympathize
with the fascist powers.

This policy has nothing in com-
mon with a genuine anti-war pol-
icy. A genuine anti-war policy
says: Down with aH the war-
makers and bosses!

But we have not yet complete-
ly analyzed Father Coughlin’'s
pro-war position. For despite his
fondness for the Hitler regime |
and his hope that it will win the |
war, the basic loyalties of Fa-
ther Coughlin are to the Ameri-
can capitalist class, especially
that section whose main imper-
ialist investments are in the
Western hemisphere and China,
like the silver interests, and not
in Europe. It is this section of
the capitalist class that forms
the support of the ‘‘isolationist’’
senators—those who would have !
us stay out of the war for thel
moment, until their interests
dictate entry, but who support

The Story of the Socialist Youth
Movement During the Last War

By WILLI MUNZENBERG

(This is the second installment
of an account of Munzenberg's
experiences in the Swiss and the
International Socialist Youth
movements during the last world
war, translated from the German
as published in the book, ‘“Die

Dritte Front''.) € ;

» »* * |

Unlike the Social Democratic
Party of Switzerland, the Social-
ist youth took a sharp and de-
cisive stand against the war
from its very beginning. This po-
sition was expressed in our
speeches, in our open-air meet-
ings, in our street demonstra-
tions, and in our leaflets and
newspapers that were published
immediately upon the outbreak
of the war.

The first number of our organ,
“Free Youth', that appeared af-
ter the start of the war was ded-
icated in its every line to the
struggle against war. The cover
carried a full-page drawing de-
picting war as the horseman with
the blood-stained sword with the
grim reaper riding in his wake
and bore the slogan at the top
of the page—'‘We must war
against the war!"”

Printed His Article

Along with poems, articles,
brief items, and other material
against the war, the issue car-
ried a lead article by myself,
which concluded as follows:

‘““No matter which side wins
the war, it will be the same for
the workers in all participating
countries. For their interests are
not at stake, for the war revolves
solely around the interests of the|
capitalists. And all the nicest!
phrases cannot change this. . . |

‘“We are confronted with a|
great task. The new banner-

every measure to strengthen the
American war-machine.

Pro-War Game
Coughlin’s game is there-|
fere clear. For the time being
his sympathies are with Hitler |
and he speaks against war en-
try because the section of the
capitalists for which he stoog-
es is against war entry. To-
morrow, when the ENTIRE
capitalist class unites behind
the war entry, Coughlin will
say: “Well, I fought against
going into war, but now that

it is here, I'm going to sup-
port it like a patriotic Ameri-
can.” Coughlin is trying to
fool the people into supporting
the war with anti-war phrases.
Further proof that Coughlin is
incapable of really fighting ag- i
ainst war is the fact that he does !
not support one genuine anti-war
demand. Has anyone ever heard
of Coughlin raising the demands:
Let the People Vote on War, or

bearers of Socialism, above all
the proletarian youth, must
struggle to overcome the failures
of the present period, which is
disappearing into the morass of
the European war.”

The article shows that our So-
cialist Youth group was clearly
and decisively against the war.
However, our evaluation of the
situation not only lacked the the-!
oretical insight, with which Len-|

in and his group approached the
war, but also the measure of ex-
perience which the later war
years were to bring. We also
lacked, at the time of the writing
of the article, any sort of ties
with brother organizations in
other countries.

2nd International Dies

The organization which we had
regarded as so great and mighty
—the Second International of So-
cial-Democratic Parties — had
collapsed. This we knew, this we
had seen with our own eyes. The
press brought us detailed ac-
counts of the position of the So-
cialist leaders in the German
Reichstag and the French Cham-
ber. Reports about those leaders
who had been the particular
heroes of the Socialist youth were
very unclear. There were ru-
mors, which unfortunately, were
later to be confirmed, that Her-
ve, the former leader of the rev-
olutionary  anti-militarists in
France, had gone over to the
camp of the social patriots and
was issuing a war-mongering
newspaper. Only vague reports
about Liebknecht and his group
came over the border from Ger-
many in the first days and weeks
of the war.

Despite the fact that we were
internally solid and absolutely
clear in our opposition to the
war, that we spoke, wrote, and
demonstrated against the war,
we did not know by what meth-
ods and means the war really
could be combatted. The way of
our adult organization—the So-
cial Democratic Party—was ex-
cluded. But there was still a
complete absence of revolution-
ray leaders who were educated
in Marxism to point out the road
to us. It is, therefore, not sur-
prising that we established con-
nections with a group which,
like we, opposed the war, which
was as shaken as we were by the
collapse of the Social-Democrat-

'ic movement, and sought to or-

ganize the struggle against the
war with other methods than

those used by the reformist so-|

cialist leaders.

Religious Socialists
We refer to the group of relig-

ious Socialists which were organ-
ized in Switzerland around 0-
fessor Ragaz, Mathieu, and Rev.
Bader. This group was already
quite active before the war and
had connections with similar
groups in other countries, par-
ticularly in Holland, where a
strong movement existed and
published several periodicals.

The leaders of the movement,
particularly Ragaz, made sharp
criticisms of capitalism, Social
Democracy, and reformism The
speeches of Ragaz found a warm
response from the workers and
socialist youth of Zurich. We at-
tended practically all meetings
at which Ragaz spoke and or-
ganized our own meetings at
which he was the main speaker.
We also opened the columns of
“Free Youth’ to him and he con-
tributed the lead article to the
second number after the out-
break of the war, an article en-
titled, ‘“Why has the Social De-
mocracy failed?' This article,
like his speeches, sought to set-
tle accounts with the social pa-
triots.

ilar catastrophes in the future,
Ragaz glorified the ‘‘Socialist
spirit, the Socialist soul, in all
their depth, beauty, and might.”
He believed that the war could
be stopped through a higher de-
velopment of the workers toward
mutual aid and the capitalists
toward a renunciation of their
material prossessions and in fa-
vor of the economic and political
liberation of the proletariat. Ra-

wealthy to renounce their posses-
sions but also appealed to the
disinherited and poverty-stricken
workers to renounce what earth-
ly possessions they still might
have. He preached the salvation
from political oppression and ex-
ploitation through the love of
one’s fellow man. He preached,
“We will all have riches when
we leave the devil and take to

ithe path of God."

(The next installment will deal
jwith the role of Lenin in curing
the Socialist Youth from relig-
ious “‘Socialism’’.)

War'—Shachiman

{Continued from Page 1)

attack on Communists. The
leaders of that party, too,
stand on the side of the war-
makers and do not voice the

All War Funds to the Unem-
ployed, etc.? Of course not!

England Sends “Best
Youth” to the War

LONDON, England—The |
Chamberlain government is con- |
sciously and cynically proceed-
ing to pick out the flower of Eng-
lish youth to serve as the most
vulnerable section of the cannon
‘fodder corps—the air pilots. Ov-
er 1,000 boys have been chosen
for an intensive course of spe-:

emphasized their desire to get
the “‘cream of the crop’ of Eng-
lish youth. They stress ‘‘disci-
pline and physical condition’

day is done. Iv's

| the past. And the Communist

" ifor:

anti-war feeling of the work-
ers who have voted ALP in/

party, of course, cannot be
taken seriously as an anti-war
force. Today it calls for neu-|
trality, because that policy
will help the master in the)
Kremlin. If it would aid the
foreign diplomatic manoeu-
vres of Stalin, they would ag-
ain change their policy. ‘

‘*Only the Socialist Workers|
Party leads the fight against
war, against all the warmaking|
capitalist countries. !

Youth Planks

‘‘Specifically, our candidate
for Councilman will use his post,
if elected, as a roster to fight
(1) The right of youth to
vote at the age of 18 on whether
they should go to war. (2) The
use of all war funds for socially
useful purposes such as unem-
ployment relief, housing etc. (3)
For the abolition of the ROTC.
@’ For the elimination of mili-
tary aviation courses in the city
colleges.

. ““Not only does our party cam-
paign on the war question, but
we also raise a number of spe-

“We say: The youth of New
York have the right to learn a
~ ltrade. Use the money that is now

'Youth Refuse to Die in a Boss

(ampaign Slogan

appropriated for death and build
trade schools in the Bronx and
Manhattan. There are thousands
of youth in these boroughs who
need vocational education.

‘“We say: The youth of New
York have the right to have
an education. The recent ed-
ucation budget cuts mean that
all evening schools may have
to be abolished by February.
That would be criminal. Vote
a supplementary educational
budget; fight for a special ses-
sion of the Legislature — but
reinstate the budget cuts! If
they have money to send the
youth to death, they have
money to give them an educa-
tion.

Fight for Jobs

“We say: The youth of New
York have the right to a job.
Fight for more NYA grants. In-
stitute special WPA youth proj-
ects.

‘“We say: The youth of New
York have the right to recrea-
tion. The Bronx and Manhattan
are sadly lacking in playgrounds.
Take some of the money that is
used to feed Fiorello’s politicians
and build playgrounds, open
more school community cen-
ters, etc.

“A vote for Shachtman and
Paine is a vote for the struggle

for these things. Don’'t throw

your vote away on boss politi-
cians. Vote for men who will

fight for your rights, men who
represent the anti-war party.”

Gov't War Plans

(Continued from Page 1)

This analysis is completely
borne out by a remarkable let-
ter issued by ‘Kiplinger Wash-
ington Letter’” which is ‘‘circu-
lated privately to business men.”’
Listen to what this special brain-
agency of the boss class says:

“The war spirit in Washington,
within EXECUTIVE branch of
govt., is greater than throughout
the country, especially in the in-
terior. By this is meant the pos-
sibility that U.S. may get into
the war. . .

“IN VERY HIGH official cir-
cles (not the slightest doubt of it)
there is solemn talk of the ‘‘pos-
sibility’’ of U.S. in war ‘“by Jan-
uary.”

‘““Our government, particularly
at the TOP, is acting on the the-
ory that the U.S. “may’” be at
war ‘‘sooner than the general
public suspects.”’

This should be enough to con-
vince anyone just where the
Roosevelt administration stands.
The people for whom this letter

is intended—the big business ex-
ecutives, the captains of indus-
try—can’t afford to fool them-
selves. When they say they know
thta the American government
is headed toward war, they know
what they’re talking about.

There's only one unknown fac-
tor: the people. Are they going
to fall for the old war propagan-
da again? The sensational news
about the results of the poll on
war conducted among high
school students (see next col-
umn) seems to indicate that
among the youth all will not be

clear sailing for the war makprs.

As a means of preventing sim- |

gaz did not only appeal to the!
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ANTI-WAR FUND . . We have
fallen short of getting half of our
quota by October 15th (unless we
get a flood of money in the next
few days). It seems that the sec-
tions are resting on their laur-
els, having done so well the first
two weeks. We don’t have to re-
peat the necessity for railsing
this fund. Everyone understands
the needs of the League at the
present time. Let’s put our shoul-
ders to the wheel and GET $300
BY NOVEMBER 1st. Here's
where we stand:

Division or

Territory Quota Achieved
Mass. . $40.00 $7.50
New York 400.00 81.50
Newark 70.00 13.25
Eastern Penn. 50.00 9.50
Up-State N.Y. 5.00 —_—
Ohio . 100.00 44.00
Mich.-Toledo 5.00 —
I11.-Wis.-Ind. 175.00 36.40
Twin Cities 35.00 ——
South. Calif. 70.00 25.00
North. Calif. . 50.00 23.00
Totals $1,000.00 $240.15

NATIONAL PENULM . . With-
in a few days members of the
National Council will meet to-
gether with invited leading com-
rades from every section of the
country to discuss the problems
of the League and plan future ac-
tivities. This meeting promises
to be one of the best attended
and constructive gatherings of
leading comrades held in the last
few months. In our next column

we will use this space to discuss
the decisions of this Nationa)
Plenum.

CHALLENGE Although
this is not the column where
we usually discuss the prob-
lems of the CHALLENGE we
are forced to do so now. Fer
the last nine months all the
sections of the League have
done a splendid job in build-
ing up for the first time a good
vouth paper which APPEARS
REGULARLY. Starting as a
monthly, we have become 3
twice monthly. We had six
regular issues as a monthly
and since July we have had
eight issues as a twice month.
ly. But it seems that all the
sections of the League now ac-
cept the CHALLENGE as a
regular institution of our or-
ganization and po longer ex-
ert effort in building the bun-
dle and subscription circula-
tion or in prompt payment of
the bundle bills.
CHALLENGE—FOUR . .. .
| As all members of the League
know through their won experi-
ences the Challenge is our most
valuable instrument in explain-
ing our program and in obtaining
new sympathizers and members.
The Challenge runs on a small
margin between paying for itself
or going into a deficit. When bun-
dle bills mount and subscriptions
do not come in the REGULAR
APPEARANCE OF THE PA-
PER IS SERIOUSLY ENDAN-
GERED.

{
|

|

THE CHALLENGE BR)

By the Business Mamager

! With the approach of Ameri-
can entrance into the war it be-
comes very important that we
increase the number of subscrib-
ers to the Challenge. Even with-
out taking the war into consider-
jation it is fair to state that the
|YPSL should have five subscrib-
iers for every one member. I
lt.hink it is needless for me to re-
mark that we have not approach-
ed that figure.

Of course considering our bun-
dle sales we may say that for
each Yipsel there are almost ten
Challenge readers.
sales do not offer the same sta-
bility, the same guarantee whicx

would offer.

months is another consideration.
Street sales become very diffi-
cult. Open air meetings, which
are often the best stimulus to
Challenge sales become well
nigh impossible. Special forms of
mass sales must be developed to
compensate for this. Essentially,
however, the most important ac-
tivity for the next period is to

create an extensive list of sub-
scribers.

Consider for a minute the
value of such a list. Each name
and address represents a
young person who for a period

But bundle i

an equally large subscribers list |

The approach of the winter!

of time regularly reads eour
point of view. At the emd of
that period he may be reorwmit-
ed or his name and address
may be used for notification of
meetings, further literatare
sales, etc.

Because of these all-important
considerations the $2.00 books of
gift certifciates were issued. We
felt they would be a real induce-
ment. Unfortunately only five ci-
ties have purchased books thus
far:

BOBEONY" o, 5.0s S e e 1
ARTON i tiv ik dielo e 2t 1
San Francisco ........ 1

’ Chicago ........... - -
Los Angeles .......... 2

| Aly
TROSAL gt h T

Where are the others?

Of these five only one or two
have begun to mail in the sub-
scriptions. These books have
been in the hands of literature
agents for a month or more. Four
or five subscriptions is a poor
showing in consideration of the
time limits under which we are
working.

We are well into the fall. Ac-
tivities are picking up. Let us
see if we cannot provide against
the winter with several hundred
new subscribers.
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Zionist--HashomairYouth
Fail to Answer War Issue

By ISAAC HILLMAN
Among the thousands of Amer-
ican Jewish youth who belong to
the Zionist movement, all but
two groups of them-—Avukah and
Hashomair Hatziir—have follow-
ed the war-mongering leaders of
official Zionism in supporting
British imperialism in war for
profits. The two groups mention-
ed have made certain claims to-
ward being genuine anti-war
fighters and it is these claims
which I want to examine in the
case of one of them, Hashomair
Hatziir.

Hashomair is, politically, the
most ‘‘left-wing’’ Zionist group.
It’s Palestine section is affiliated
to the defunct, centrist London
Bureau.

What, then, is its position in
the present war? The October is-
sue of the magazine, ‘‘Hasho-
mair Hatzair,"' gives the answer.
And a very inadequate answer it
is.

Abéuact Understanding

Abstractly, Hashomair is quite
capable of developing a correct
analysis of the war situation. It
realizes that this is an imperial-
ist war, that the workers should
not support either side. It cor-
rectly analyzes the role of Stal-
inism in the labor movement. It
even has an indirect slap at the
Second International, So far, so

is absolutely inconceivable that
any appreciable section of either
European or American Jewry
can get to Palestine. They will
simply have to remain at home
and face the war. And what does
the program of this ‘‘revolution-
ary’’ Zionist youth group say
about fighting against the war?
Nothing, absolutely nothing!

What is their advice to the
Jewish youth of France, of Eng-
land, of Germany, of America?
Do they seriously think giving a
contribution to the Jewish Na-
tional Fund will help them to-
day?

No Real Answer

Hashomair has no real answer.
The war threatens to pull Amer-
ican Jewish youth into its ten-
tacles . . . and Hashomair says
‘‘defend the Yishuv.” Tomorrow
we may die on the battlefield of

Morgan and Hashomair has not
a word, not one solitary word, to.‘
say about conducting a struggle[
against war now. |

True, Hashomair has the theo-;
ry that it is the function of Jews
in the ‘‘diaspora’ to ‘‘refrain"
from participation in the class
struggle (as if it were something
with which one can sign a non-
aggression pact!) and to look to-
ward Palestine. This theory is
even more reactionary today
than at any other time. Ameri-

good.

But one is utterly amazed at
the conclusions Hashomair
draws for itself in the war per-
iod. They are: 1) Maintenance
of the yishuv (Jewish colony) in
Palestine; 2) continuation of ali-
yah (immgiration into Pales-
tine) ; 3) increase defense forces
of Palestine; 4) continue Zionist
education. This perspective is
summed up in a sentence from
Hashomair’'s editorial: “*We in
America, aware of these forces,
realize fully that the front for
the struggle for maximum chal-
uziuth (pioneering) has become
almost our entire and only strug-
gle.” (My emphasis—I.H.)

Is this not utterly amazing?

can Jewish youth will not go to
Palestine in the next several
years, even if it wanted to. It
will stay here. And Hashomair
has nothing to offer them in the
struggle against war.

On the contrary, it councils
peace with the Jewish section of
the boss class. In the speech of
the Hashomair representative to
the Jewish World Congress, he
said: ‘. . . in the crucial period
of our nation today in spite of all
great inner contradictions, it is
still possible to find a common
platform for co-operation. . . .”
We call that: class collaboration.

The facts stand clearly. The
Socialism of Hashomair is but a
rhetorical decoration. In a cru-
cial situation it acts as any or-

An imperialist war is raging. It

dinary bourgeois Zionist group.

C. P. TEACHER GETS COLD FEET

NEW YORK, N.Y.—When Max .

Shachtman, Bronx Councilmanic
candidate of the Socialist Work-
ers Party, was scheduled to
speak in City College on the Stal-
in-Hitler pact, the local YPSL
unit invited Morris Schappes,
leading Stalinist instructor, to
debate the issue with Shacht-
man. l

The time of the scheduled de-
bate still did not see a definite

Suddenly, in the middle of
Shachtman’s speech, in walked
. . . Schappes. He was given the
floor and, instead of answering
any of the political points that
Shachtman had made, proceeded
to read a long harangue on why
he refused to debate with Trots-
kyists.

The mass of the students were
shocked at his evasion of the po-
litical issues and gave Comrade

M-Day MEANS MURDER DAY'!

M-Day is the day that America enters the war. That’s when
this country becomes a militray dictatorship!

M-Day means that your father may not be able to belong to|ploved girls get jobs. Before I

a trade union.

or free assemblage.

Dick to pinch him.
the Fascist countries in Europe.

Administration.

20th Century Democracy

Every time any one dares exercise the good old fashioned
right of complaint, there’ll be a G-Man or some other kind of

M-Day means that America will become more and more like
M-Day is proposed by the War Department of the Roosevelt
What will be the answer of American youth?

We say: Down with the war! Against all plans for military
dictatorship! We demand the right to live.

(Continued from Page 1)

and that means possible criti-
cism of Roosevelt.

Stalinist Youth—

Kremlin. maneuvers
France and England and Stalin point to England and France
is lined up with Germany.again, the YCL will again hail
Therefore Browder has to try to the war as a crusade for democ-
keep America from fighting onracy. In simple language, such
the side of France and England politics is called—prostitution.

The way to fight war is to
fight against all

The new Stalinist line has ments, especially your
nothing in comon with genuine It is to that task that we call all
anti-war politics. It is based on YCLers who really want to fight
the diplomatic maneuvers of the against war.

boss govern-

'Girl Worker Exposes Door-
!Knocl«ing Canvas Racket

Practically every youth, while
looking for work will answer an
lad placed either in the ‘‘New
éYork Times' or the ‘‘Journal-
American’ stating **Young girls
and boys—18-22—no experience
[necessary''. I answered that ad-
' vertisement.
| When I arrived at the address
istated in the advertisement. I

?
| By ARLENE WILLIAMS
i

was informed that all my job
{ would consist of would be visiting

concern who wished to re-order
certain articles that this firm
manufactured. My salary was
istart at $12 a week and if I
| proved myself to be suited to the
‘work, was to increase to as high

|
[ a list of former customers of this]

| streets that I had assigned to me
| #ere in the poorest sections of
| he city, mainly the East Side.
| Che people were either receiving
'relief or WPA, or a measly $15
§a week job for a family of 4 or 5.
iThe only-reason why they even
jattempted to buy anything from
'the other girls or myself was be-
cause they felt sorry for the po-
sition we were in and they actu-
jally thought they could help us
‘get a job.

When they saw the merchan-
I‘dise they realized that the con-
lcern was receiving from 100 to
{30092 on every article and that
'they could not possibly afford to
|pay that exorbitant price even
|though they did have every in-

fas $25. After being out of work |[tention in the world of helping
|for several months, this offer ime get a job. As a result, a great

| sounded almost perfect.

|

! Given Sheet

| When I reported for work the |
|next morning at 8:00 a.m. I was
!given a little sheet to read and’
{memorize. The sheet contained |
ithe following: *‘Good morning |
(madam. I'm from a local con-
|cern that is trying to help unem-

{can get my jobr I must have 290
credits a day for one week's

He certainly will not be able to belong to any working class, time. Each item on this sheet
party, because all anti-war working class parties will be per-
secuted by this military dictatorship.

M-Day means that there won't be any free speech. free press,

counts as one credit towards the
20. Now all that I'm asking you
to do is to help me get the job
by selecting one or two small
items from this sheet’'. I was as-
tonished! This certinly was not
the impression of the type of
work thta I was supposed to do.

When I asked the man I had
been instructed to report to, ex-
actly what my work would con-
sist of, he told me that it would
actually be ringing doorbells and
attempting to sell this firm's|
products from house to house.|
He also explained that it was|
very easy work because the
places we would visit had been
visited by other girls before
from the same concern. Well, [
Idecided to take a try at it.

My first day’s work resulted in
bringing in about $6.85 worth of
business. Instead of telling me
the truth, that this was actually
a very good figure and was more
than most of the other girls col-
lected bonuses for, I was told
that I had to do much better or
else I'd lose the job. I had over
24 credits but I discovered that
jthe business about 20 credits
was merely a front.

Meet Poor People

The next day I was supposed
to deliver the merchandise that
I had sold the day before. The

many people refused to accept
the merchandise after seeing it,
even though they had paid a
small deposit. When I returned
the merchandise to the office
that evening, not only did I re-
cevie a bawling out, but I was
told that all merchandise that I
did not deliver after placing an
order for was my own responsi-
| bility and the deposits would be
| kept by the concern.

In other words, I would have to
pay for all the merchandise that
I could not deliver for one rea-
son or another out of my salary.
The result was that at the end
of the first week, instead of re-
ceiving $12, I received $5.95.
When I tried to argue with the
boss about this, he told me that
it was the only fair way for them
to operate. After all, ‘‘they were
taking a ‘risk’ in letting these
girls go out and collect money
usnig the name of their firm, dis-
tribute their article, etc”. I re-
alized that there was nothing I
could do because I did need the
job. I made up my mind to try
as hard as I could to make my
customers accept the merchan-
dise that they ordered even
though it hurt me to even try.
But this was almost an impossi-
bility.

After trying for almost one
month to collect my regular sal-
ay and not only not succeeding in
getting that but practically ruin-
ing my health from climbing
stairs from 8 to 10 hours a day,
missing lunch very often because
my quota was not filled and an
extra hour helped, and, after
finishing a day’s gruelling work
having to go back to the office
under the guise of *“filling my
order’’, put in another hour or
two of ‘‘voluntary work’, I had
to quit the job.

To A College President

OUR READERS T

AKE THE FLOOR

answer from Schappes. So Com- El;:;::‘:sxgan ;hte.l;orot;zh r::ggs:; (The outbreak of the 2nd World War coincided with the begin- o THE EDITOR:
rade BShachtman proceeded to Schatbes of demagogically ning of the school term. In many schools and colleges, the presi- I was greatly interested in the |support the consumer coopera-
speak to an overflow crowd of t.hrovgil:lg mud instead of discuss-|dents of the institutions, fearing a burst of anti-war sentiment debiat gy Surmos ERanals. 10 ive widreint. - Bsotiie: Tt
nearly 400 students, giving a ing the political issues. ‘It is from their students, made welcoming speeches warning their your Sept. 1st issue. I agree with > hi

masterful presentation of the| . codier to throw mud than|Students not to get too excited about the war and to stick to their |7 "0 ot Vet Hannula express- bers and help it to achieve a
revolutionary viewpoint against|to defend the Stalinazi alliance,” studies. We print here an answer from a student to such a speech.) es in his article, but my com- clear understanding of its aims

Dear President———: i and a secure economic founda-
the Stalinazi alli Shi man. ; ments irected not so much
i s o — With more interest than usual we students listened to your meﬁimazg ?o the editors and to |tion.

speech this term. Frankly, we wondered whether you would tell the YPSL membership.

SL. and its friends to actively

THE OWNER- | well as those of each individual SIDNEY UNGER

STATEME us the same old stuff about ‘‘good study habits’ etc. But even |
SHIP ﬂg‘é&sﬁb BIEURHA- | (membet, M D8 BIWOR - it Lesse|. | You knew better than that. But cooperatives DO operate| (gEditors’ reply: Mr. Hannula
< s Y > Socialis! - I & M 3 K
1;10'01‘%" o?‘c.bo%%?{%lss ((:)1—1; ?Ul(glsJSST uL»Tg? 3\(::‘:'3 ca—Pourth  Internation- Even you had to mention the war, if only to ask us to ignore|in the economic field, and in SO |hag been invited to make further
AND MAR ;

: e heChallenge of Youth pub- ’.‘.{-“,‘.‘&(}J.'.‘j"_"',ﬂg;.;’gsgﬁF.g‘i;‘,’;@éfﬁ: it. Yes, you pleaded with us, there is a war and you should be|doing CAN be a means of Cre-igontributions on this subject. He

lished Twice-A-Month at New York, | ty Place. N.Y.C.: Ernest Erber—Edi-|  concerned with it. “‘But still don't you think that it would be|ating employment and for the lwij)l, we are sure, take up the
¥E>¥i,“(’§m?ﬁ"y éi kgesa. ﬁﬁf orx"tl’r.’rcw :tlt{"lné lgwr]i]\ﬂ‘gll;:{g'zssl !aca%ngzg;', 116 wrong to let a mere war divert us from our study of, say, ar- youth a.‘x.1d the unemgl_oyeq- How- lproblems raised in the above
. chaeology or other important subjects?”” you asked us. ever cooperatives signifies |jetter.)

Notary in and for the I'niversity Place, N.Y.C
Betoﬁdm%'o:nty aforesaid, person- 3. That the known bondholders, AT YOU FEAR people cooperating, and a pro-
gram without sufficient people to

1 peared Irving Bern, who, hav- »s, and other security hold-
?ﬂ}sy %geﬂ duly sworn according to U;gr:g;ng;:; (::- tholdimn;' 1 per cent or
law, deposes and says that heaj? the more of total amount of bonds, mort-
Bt“ﬁnymmn mmd”{h&f }j}g e gages, or nggm:rmseg&rég‘;s are: (If of study. But that isn’t what you meant in your speech and you|ynsuccessful ss people without a
in “h d None. ] know it. You were afraid that some of us might come out of program.

. That the two paragraphs next our intellectual coma and begin thinking a little bit. .
ershi ent (and If a aslly : - The cooperative movement, es-
g?geg' the clreulation), etc, of the N it haa You were afraid some of us might begin to wonder why this| o0 "vere in the east, needs

blication for the date : ;
shown in, the above caption, reauired | 0% /f Eh3Co0 tain not only the list|  war is being fought, why millions of innocent youth like our-|p b ® ¥ NNl ion Of its aim
ot and a growth of membership to

::yne?fedm %fne Act or"ﬁ:;czﬁ % | us they appear upon the books of the|  selves must shed our blood for the holy cause of profits.
. 1933, em ed In sgctlon 5,§,Z;,§’d°'ﬁ t:g‘mihol‘:ier or hcsrlty holder ap- CROCODILE TEARS - supply the economic support.
| the reverse of thia form, t%;,'},‘;m myma;"iorﬁat?eeom&ng‘oggr fdu- Yes, you told us, the war is important, but it is necessary |Sufficient support can put the
g: ‘the publisher. editor, managing | Clar¥ relition, the ngme of the Bl not to get too excited about it, to preserve a dispassionate at- ;:oc;)pex;:u&;e: :tx‘xesu::n s edonom-
wm bnain:;:l "c‘:omuncu"“‘ the g‘t‘x’ste&g a&u:s. m&sal:gn% titude. Of course, it is very easy for you to say that. You will{iC asvm a u{ i
| e BT e fui1|  not have to choke from poison gas. You will make touching and | ey savings to the potheir I !

Editor, Ernest_krber, i et cr-|  pathetic speeches about the “brave boys” at the front. You|educated, thus gain egr:
PLoNY.C. Manas® | Ghich""Siockhoiders .mi""..é'..“ntg will shed crocodile tears before Ladies Clubs about “defending| ence at:gmt-hen?pm t:eo i

one ; i holders who do not appear upon democracy.” e A i
Bu-n.ml;s Ul.nlverr:it;md ot But that won’t do us—the cannonfodder-to-be—any good. We| Will join a cooperative when it
at the owner is: ( pacity other than that of a bona fide|  jntenq to prevent you from making those speeches. We would|has a firm economic foundation

much prefer to live and have you keep your mouth shut. We |just as they will join a union that

Now I would be the last person in the world to deny the value|carry it out effectively can be as| | n Their Own

Mouths. . . .

GENERAL HUGH JOHN-

association, or corporation \|has already established itself
ders owning or | i i pori 3 4 intend to fight against the war, against your rotten system which :
r cent or more o stock, bonds, of other sccuritics than|  leads us into the war and assigns you the task of stupefying us|and such people are open to ed-
stock. If not owned e as tared ucation that otherwise would not
ration & into it with your sugary words.

thon, th owners mmemww You reach them.

ven 1t Sned By L | SN0 Gy b etore mel e With this fn Tind 1 ask the YP

its name and address, as RVING Notary Public ‘ rge R.
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To weep or not to weep—that is the question.
Whether ’tis nobler, etc. to be an old softie or to
choke back the sobs. It is pictures like “On Bor-
rowed Time” that make me wonder if I'm as cal-
Joused as a movie reviewer is supposed to be.

It’s the story of two social outcasts—Grandpa
Northrup and hsi orphaned grandson. They're
the kind who sneak off to fish on Sundays when
the rest of the town is prim and proper. Grand-
pa's only worry is that he won't live long enough
for his boy to grow up nad be free frm a schem-
ing aunt who wants his inheritance. The plot
hangs on his efforts to defeat Mr. Brink who is
the personification of Death. The old man tricks
Death up into the ‘“enchanted” apple tree. The
boy and Gramps have bewitched the tree so that
nobody who hasn't permission can descend.

Once the magical tree is accepted as real and
the mysterious Mr. Brink-Death is taken for
granted, the rest of the picture is entirely earthly.
The hag of an aunt takes a bad beating from Li-
onel Barrymore's brilliant New England cussing
as Gramps. Grandma gets a soft characterization
from Beulah Bondi. She’s too nice to be true but
it’s hard not enjoying her.

Death and Sour Apples

Naturally everyone thinks that the old man is
nuts when he talks to Mr. Brink, insists that he's
there, and that the tree is poisoned. (Mr. Brink is
invisible to all except the boy and the old man.)
All the respectable citizens are called in—the law-
ver, the doctor, and the candlestick maker. But
old Gramps fights it out to a finish. He doesn't
care what it means to the world if death is dis-
continued. He wants to live and doesn't care if all
conventions are set on end.

There are some riotous scenes as Gramps scares
hell out of the town fogies with the power packed
in his magical tree. But he’s finally convinced by
Mr. Brink that death offers peace and surcease
from the strife and woe of this material and
grubby world.

The picture is one of those all-round jobs.
Nicely paced direction, fine acting (Barrymore
mopped his brow only once!), and cleverly devel-
oped humor of the sentimental stripe.

Social motes from France: “Jean Renoir was
appointed as a Propaganda Director to mobilize
the movie industry behind the war.” Too bad he'll
have to suppress his splendid anti-war film —
Grand Illusion.

Isrouvr’! '
“Why Negroes Should Oppose
the War” !
By J. R. Johnson |
A MESSAGE THAT AFFECTS
THE LIFE OF EVERY NEGRO!
®

ORDER NOW !

PRICE—5¢ per copy
Bundle rates, 10 to 50, 3c per copy
50 or more, 2%c¢C per copy

SPECIAL RATES TO ORGANIZATIONS
(=]

Pioneer Publishers
116 UNIVERSITY PLACE, N.Y.C.

The Sensational and Tragic Siory
qfthatlhqqmm&dtoaﬁWﬁrV%uwan

By AL LEWIS

Somewhere, in one of the many veterans’
hopitals in America, lies Joe Bonham—he met
a hunk of shrapnel one day in September 1918.
Now—he has no arms and he has no legs. His
nose, tongue, larynx, jaw: a yawning cavity.
He “‘breathes’ from a tube in his throat and
“eats’’ through a tube in his stomach. He has
a wound in his side that won't heal. He’s deaf,
dumb, and blind: his ears, eyes and mouth
were shot away. And yet he “LIVES'—be-
cause the shell that scooped out his whole face
had, somehow, missed his jugular vein and
his spine.

But this slab of flesh that was once & young
healthy kid before he went ‘‘over there to
make the world safe for ‘‘democracy’ has a
brain—and around this brain there takes place
one of the most dramatic anti-war stories ever
written.

It is the story of “Johnny Got His Gun”
written by Dalton Trumbo.,

The story begins with Joe Bonham slowly
coming to and finding himself with a ‘‘big
hangover’’ . . . he thinks he ‘‘must have been
drinking dynamite’’ . . . he doesn’t know where
he is or whether he's been there a day, =
month or a year. Between fainting spells and
fitfull wakefullness he slowly and painfully
finds out of what this injuries consist. As he
learns of each wound, his mind conjures up
past memories: the bakery he worked in, the
death of his father, his job with a road gang.
the last night he spent with his girl—he re-
membered these things—he didn't know HOW
LONG. So Joe Bonham patiently goes to work
determined to find some way to keep time.

Attempts to Communicate

He begins to count and add minutes but
loses hope. He measures the change of tem-
perature in day and night and the visits from
the nurse. But all this didn't make Joe feel
any better. What he wanted was to be able to
talk to somebody! He lost track of his method
of keeping time. He didn’t care. He wanted to
communicate with people! Finally he hit upon
an idea.

Joe Bonham remembered that he once
played with a telegraph set as a kid! Striking
his head against the pillow he hopefully sends
out his first message: S-O-S.

Nobody knows what's wrong with Joe. The
nurse can’t figure out his knocking his head
against the pillow so he’s given shots to quiet
him. Finally Joe Bonham is understood. He
is elated. Now he’ll tell the world about the
horrors of war . . . now he’ll let everyone know
the truth!

The book ends with Joe’s anti-war message
to the world, which is disregarded by the hos-
pital people. Again he is shot full of dope to
keep him quiet. Disillusioned and quieted by

the dope, Joe Bonham thinks of the future that
the big shots have planned for all ‘‘the little
guys.” And what Joe thinks should be the lit-
tle guys’ answer to the warmongers is wel
worth repeating:

“If you make a war if there are guns to be
aimed if there are bullets to be fired if there
are men to be killed they will not be us. They
will not be us the guys who grow wheat and
turn it into food the guys who make clothes
and paper and houses and tiles the guys who
build dams and power plants and string the
long moaning high tension wires the guys who
crack crude oil down into a dozen different
parts who make light globes and sewing me-
chines and shovels and automobiles and air-
planes and tanks and guns oh it will not be
us who die. It will be you.

““Remember This, You Patriots”

It will be you—you who urge us on to bat-
tle you who incite us against our selves you
who would have one cobbler kill another cob-
bler vou who would have one man who works
kill another who works you who would have
one humsan being who wants only to live to
kill another human being who wants only to
live. Remember this. Remember this well you
people who plan for war. Remember this you
patriots vou fierce ones you spawners of hate
vou inventors of slogans. Remember this as
you have never remembered anything else in
your lives.

““We are men of peace we are men who work
and we want no quarrel. But if you destroy our
peace if you take away our work if you try to
range us one against the other we will know
what to do. If you tell us to make the world
safe for democracy we will take you seriously
and by God and by Christ we will make it so.
We will use the guns you force upon us we
will use them to defend our very lives and the
menace to our lives does not lie on the other
side of 2 nomansland that was set apart with-
out our consent it lies within our own boun-
daries here and now we have seen it and we
know it.

“Put the guns into our hands and we will
use them. Give us the slogans and we will
turn them into realities. Sing the battle hymns
and we will take them up where you left off.
Not one not ten thousand not a million not ten
millions not a hundred millions but a billion
two billions of us all the people of the world
we will have the slogans and we will have the
hymns and we will have the guns and we will
use them and we will live. Make no mistake
of it we will live. We will be alive and we will
wak and talk and eat and sing and laugh and
feel and love and bear our children in tranquil-
ity in security in decency in peace. You plan
the wars you masters of men plan the wars
and point the way and we will point the gun.”

A PICTURE OF

KarlLiebknecht-Anti-War Hero

Karl Liebknecht is a name w

war. Even the Social-Democrats, throughout the world. All the

remember these days.

Though he has been dead now
for 20 years, his voice still con-
tinues to ring out and bring hope
to the oppressed of the entire
world. His name still throws ter-
ror into the hearts of the rulers
of mankind.

| Am Interested—

Please send me more information on the
| aims and activities of the
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Liebknecht’s name is insepar-
ably bound up with the question
of war. In the First World War,
his name became the rallying
cry of all those who fought ag-
ainst th bosses’ war. And in this,
the 2nd World War, it will serve
the same purpose.

But why did the workers of
every country take up the cry of
“Brother Liebknecht?’’

Twenty-five Years Ago

Just make believe that you are
living 25 years ago. It is 1914.
The First World War has broken
out. In every country the peo-
ple are rallying to support the

who had always spoken against
the war, support it. Europe is in
a war hysteria.

Yes, of course, you are think-
ing: just like today! The only
difference between 1914 and 1939
is that this time-the Stalinists
are supporting the war together
with the Social-Democrats .and

But on December 2, 1914 the
world was rocked . . . not by

guns or bombs . . but by a
voice! The voice of Brother
Liebknecht in the German Reich-
stag, where all the other depu-

ties are turning patriotic som-
ersaults and voting war credits

to the Kaiser's government. But
when they come to Liebknecht,

the hall is hushed . . . and sud-
denly Karl thunders out: NO!

A Voice Thunders
NO! NO! That one word echoes

workers in every country gradu-
ally begin to gather courage and
hope. They see that at least one
voice dares speak out against
the bosses’ war. Liebknecht is
with them. Liebknecht tells the
truth. And later on when the
workers begin to fight against
the bosses’ war, they always re-
member and repeat the words of

the other ‘‘patriots.” ; sLiebknecht, who was the first to

speak out against the war. From
one lonely man, supported by a
few people with courage and con-
viction, arises a spark which the
workers of the world develop in-
to a flame of revolt.

Today, with the Second World
War here, the spark of Lieb-
knecht still burns — in the pro-
gram and work of the Fourth In-
ternational, who say, together
with Brother Karl, Down With
the War! And from that spark

shall arise a flame again.

TOMMY
James T. Farrell. Vanguard Publishers.

GALLAGHER'S CRUSADE by

This latest little novelette by James T. Farrell
is bound to be something of a sensation in radical
circles. For one thing, we YPSL’s step right out
of life and onto the pages of Farrell’s book, if
only as a background for the climax of the story.
And it does feel rather good for an old Bronx
Y PSL like myself to read about the Bronx YP
SL’s in this book.

But more important, Farrell has written a
study of one of the most interesting kinds of
vouth today—the young Irish boy who is attracted
to the Coughlinite miovement. This novelette (it
only runs to some 85 sparse pages) is the story
of Tommy Gallagher who sold “Father Moylan’s
Christian Justice” — the disguise is deliberately
apparent—on the streets of New York and of his
adventures in the Fascist movement.

The story is very simple. Tommy is an ordi-
nary yvoung fellow, neither better nor worse than
most. His home life is galling; his brothers con-
stantly taunt him about his not being willing to
look for a job. He can’t find satisfaction in living
in the old ways of his family.

Seeks Solidarity

But in the Coughlinite movement he finds some
satisfaction. For one thing, he can pick up a few
dollars by selling their paper. But even more im-
portant, he feels himself part of a mass move-
ment; he feels that he is not alone, one isolated
struggling individual helpless against overwhelm-
ing odds, but that he is fighting together with
others. The unfortunate thing is that he doesn’t
know exactly what he's fighting for.

In the mass picket line which the Fascists
throw about a radio station which refuses to
broadcast the speeches of their Leader—obviously
modelled after the Coughlinite picketing of WM
CA—Tommy gains that peculiar solidarity which
comes out of participation in mass movements.
Distorted and reactionary as that movement may
be, it still gives Tommy the feeling of fighting
for an ideal.

The climax of the story comes when Tommy
and some of his anti-Semitic friends travel up to
the Bronx to break up a “red meeting.” Unfortu-
nately for Tommy, the meeting happens to be a
Trotskyist rally. The young Fascist hoodlums try
to disrupt but they find that they are dealing with
sterner stuff than most, and they get a neat lick-
ing from the Workers Defense Guards “in blue
shirts” who are .protecting the workers meeting.
Tommy goes home nursing his wounds, a bit
more fearful of and respectful toward this differ-
ent kind of “reds,” and thinking that Hitler too
must have faced such difficulties.

Significance of Book

As a novel, Farrell’s story isn’t very much.
It's crude; the characters are wooden types; the
moralizing is smeared too thick.

Politically, however, the book is important. Not
merely because it shows an understanding of the
methods of combatting Fascism by building
Workers Defense Guards. Even more significant
than that is the psychological picture of the Fas-
cist youth.

The-fact that a Tommy can be attracted to the
Fascists shows how sick our capitalist society is.
Fascism is the one straw of hope that he grasps,
because it confirms and heightens all his past
prejudices and because it is a fighting movement.
The only thing that can break him from the Fas-
cists is a movement that is also aggressive, fight-
ing and colourful—and politically correct. He will
not swallow any pap about accepting things as
they are. He can go two ways—Fascism or So-
cialism. An aggressive Socialist youth movement
such as ours can yet win him away from the Fas-
cists and make him a devoted fighter. for Socialist
freedom. Tommy Gallagher belongsy with us and
its our job to get him.
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