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EDITORIAL

LABCUR AND EASTERN EUROPE

Twenty years ago this month, the workers of Hungary and Poland spearheaded
national revolts against Stalinist oppression. In Poland, the struggle to establish
genuine workers' democracy and national independence was contained, and then
betrayed, by the Gomulka leadership, In Hungary, where the break from the
Kremlin and its Budapest agents went even further, 'order' could only be restored
by the direct intervention of Soviet troops, and the arrest and eventual murder

of Gomulka's Hungarian counterparts., But in both cases, the Kremlin only
managed to stave off disaster because of the tacit - and even open ~ support of

the main imperialist regimes in the west.

Crocodile Tears

Whilst the Kremlin's troops were pounding proletarian Budapest into submission,
British and French imperialist forces embarked on their joint invasion of Suez,
In Washington, top government officials let it be known that the USA had decided
to take no action against the Kremlin's rape of Hungary, that it considered the
presence of Soviet troops in East Europe to be justified on the basis of the terms
of the recently-established Warsaw Pact,

e rd  wd e k.2

Potsdam I
Thus was sealed, with the blood of Hungarian workers and Egyptian peasants, (
the counter-revolutionary paet concluded at Potsdam in the summer of 1945, ¢
between Stalin and the leaders of the victorious imperialist powers, Britain and c
the USA., This deal, no less cynical and reactionary than that between Stalin and €
Hitler in 1939 has cast its shadow over the subsequent thirty years of class ¢
struggle, not only in Europe but throughout the entire world. And no wonder, for d
its purpose was, and remains, to erect an insurmountable barrier to proletarian E
revolution on both sides of the divide erected across the heart of Europe in the ¢
immediate post-war years, ;11
The contours of the Potsdam agreements soon became visible, In the west, the a:
Stalinists upheld the capitalist order, either by entering bourgeois coalitions, or is
by supporting them from the outside. In the East, the Kremlin was likewise given H
a free hand by imperialism, to refashion, in its own image, the territories occupied

by the Red Army, The result is the political and social map of Europe that we al
have today. O
However, almost from the very beginning, this new 'holy alliance' against the 8¢
socialist revolution in Europe encountered stubborn and at times explosive resis- In
tance, Only with the greatest difficulty were the spontaneous anti-capitalist move- fre
ments in the west contained and beaten back, In the East too, the workers and or
indeed almost the entire populations of the Kremlin's 'sphere of influence! Ea
rejected Stalin's drive to convert their nations into a system of 'buffer states' no:
subordinated in every way to Moscow, the
Beginnings of the Political Revolution f;{;
In 1948, the chain ereaked - an g%gl‘qsgroke - at its weakest link - Yugoslavia, mo
Here the revolt against the Kremlin's domination of E. Europe was, however, not abs
only partially expressed through, but also held back by, the Tito leadership. But wo1
then, following the death of Stalin in March 1953, the anti-Kremlin tide gathered par
momentum, first with the revolt of the East German workers (June 1953) and then, coa,
in the USSR itself, with the general strike at the Vorkuta slave camp (August). disc

1953 also saw a renewal of the class struggle in West Europe, with the French

general strike in August, and the mass mobilisation of workers in Western




Germany against re-armament and the integration of the Federal Republic into
the imperialist military, political and economic set-up., It was for situations
such as this that the Potsdam alliance had been founded. In France, the Stalinists
broke the general strike, just as two months before, the authoritics in West
Berlin, supported by the SPD and trade union bureaucracy, had advised restraint
and modoration to the workers battling Soviet troops in the Easte:ru sector,

In 1956, the same pattern of Kremlin-imperialist collusion was reproduced on
a yet grander scale, but both have since been dwarfed by the permanently
operating alliance against revolution re-activated by the simultaneous eruption
of the anti-Stalinist, political revolution in the east (focused in Czechoslovakia)
and the anti-capitalist, social revolution in the West, which opened with the
French May-June general strike of 1968,

Despite very serious strategic, as well as tactical problems raised by the general
(though by no means universal) faliing back in the tempo of the class struggle in
1975-1976, the political framework in which we function has been largely shaped
by the most powerful upsurge of the class struggle since the early post-war years,
For this very reason, those most threatened by it - (imperialism and its bureau--
cratic agencies within the workers' movement and the Stalinist-ruled states) are
being compelled to seek new ways and means of containing and strangling this
movement. This is the origin and purpose of Helsinki and so-called 'detente!;

this and no other reason.
Helsinki and ‘Feace’

Gathered at Helsinki in the summer of 1975, thirty years almost to the day after
the infamous cabal of Stalin, Churchill and Truman, were the leaders of all
divided Europe together with those of the USA and Canada. Their agreed aim:
endor:ed in the final declaration, was the preservation of the status quo through-
out the continent, All the rest, i, e, 'human rights' etc., is so much window
dressing. The representatives of both the Fascist Franco, and the Stalinist
Brezhnev, both managed to append their signatures to this documen: without any
qualms, What counts for them is the agreement to preserve the frontiers drawn
up and imposed by the Kremlin and imperialism at the end of the I=2 2t war:
frontiers established neither by the actions, nor with the agreement of the workers
and peoples of Europe, but over their heads, and against their, wishes. Nowhere
is this more true than in Germany,

How is the stranglehold of imperialism and the Kremlin on the nations of Europe
and above all on its working class, to be broken? The course of the class struggle
over the last three decades provides at least some of the answers,

Social Democracy in Eastern Europe

In @ ach case where the workers of Eastern Europe have sought to break free
from the Stalinist straitjacket, we have witnessed a spectacular revival of parties
or currents linked in some way with social democracy., In 1953, the workers of
Fast Berlin marched against the Krenilin ’'s tanks chanting "Neither with Ulbricht
nor Adenauer, but united under Cllenauer," The last named was then leader of
the Social Democratic Party in West Germany, the eastern section of which had
been forcibly merged with the Stalinist KED ¢Communist Party of Cermany) in
1946 to fo.rm the 'Socialist Unity Party’ (SED), In 1956, both in Poland, and even
more s0 in Hungary, old social democrats (whose parties had likewise been

absorbed by Stalinist 'mergers' in the mid and late 194C's) became the vehicle of
working class opposition to Stalinism, In Hungary, the old social democrati
party .not only secured legality under the government of Nagy, but cntered h'c
c?alitzon as the strongest force in the working class, Meanw’hile the totallls
discred:ited 'communist! party had shrivelled up into a wretched l;ureaucrati}::
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bunk-hole of die-hard Stalinists, When the hermetically sealed lid of Stalinist
repression was lifted in Czechoslovakia 12 years later, again the same process
took place. Although never legalised as a party, the social democrats were
overwhelmed by the flood of working class applicants to join, 18C factory cells
were established in the course of the brief 'Prague Spring' of 1968. Many
continue to function (illegally of course) to this day.

Sectarian Blinkers

Cnly the most blinkered sectarian would seek to prove, as indeed the Kremlin
did, that this re-activation of social democratic parties is simply a revival of the
type of reformist labour parties dominant in the workers'! movement in many of
the capitalist countrizs. Indeed, moves are afoot by the leaderships of some of
these parties to either weaken or sever altogether the links that the social demo-
cratic parties of E, Europe maintain with the Socialist International, a move they
have been preparing for 5 years., - . . w1 This is a sure indication that
they are regarded by western social democracy as an embarrassment. Those
who are seeking trade with Eastern Europe, do not want to be faced with the
'minor' problem of repression of social democratic parties!

When workers, members of an oppressed nation, full of hatred for Stalinism and
sensing correctly, that the !communist' parties of Eastern Europe are incapable
of either expressing or defending their interests, turn to social democracy, they
do not do so to seek the restoration of capitalism, or from a belief in the efficacy
of class collaboration, but because they identify social democracy with democratic
rights and democracy rather than a single party state, So it was in Germmany in
1953, Poland and Hungary in 1956, and Czechoslovakia in 1968, and so it will be
again in the future, wherever the workers of Europe seek a revolutionary road out
of the impasse into which Stalinism has forced them.

History has witnessed a previous occasion on which a broad segment of the
working class, repelled by the bureaucratic regime and treachery of Stalinism,
and at the same time striving to defend their class against the ravages of capitalist
crisis, has flowed into social democracy. That period was 1933-1934, when in
France, especially, a section of the working class vanguard forced the whole
socialist party leftwards in a centrist direction, even to the extent of its leader-
ship being compelled to expel the extreme right wing (the'Neo Socialists'),

Trotsky wrbte then that only a formal thinker would equate this given social
democratic party with classic reformism, He preferred to designate the SFIO

as a cenirist party. This process unfolded within a social d emocratic party,
functioning in a capitalist country, where both it and the Stalinist Party enjoyed
full bourgeois legality, In Eastern Europe, the various social democratic revivals
have in each instance arisen in countries where capitalism has been abolished,

and where the Stalinists have enjoyed an almost complete political monopoly.

Yet the basic political process is the same. Always, at all times, the working
class has sought to advance its struggle by building or rebuilding its traditional
mass organisations, But the manner in which this is done is by no means uniform.,
Cften, where a choice of mass organisations is available, not only individual, or
advanced workers, but entire layers of the class, will make a conscious choice,
But that glmice is historically conditioned, and materially limited. So when a
worker throws his weight behind votes for, or even joins, one of these two choices
presented to him by social democracy and Stalinism, it should not nacessarily be
construed as an endorsement of the political 'ine or past record of the party of

his choice but rather a rejection of one or several aspects of the other. It is in
this sense that the revival of social democratic organisations in E. Europe consti-
tutes not only an inevitable stage, but a necessary and healthy step in the destruc-
tion of Stalinist political rule by the working class, and the establishment and
flowering of workers' democracy. What we as Trotskyists welcome is not the
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revival of social democracy, but the political revival of the proletariat which, at
this stage, it expressed, Can we exclude, in advance, the centrist evolution of
such revived parties and even leaderships? In the light of all that has happened
in Eas’ern Europe since 1953, this would be a terrible mistake; no less serious
than the illusion that these formations and leaderships will constitute the forces
necessary for the political revolution against Kremlin rule,

Not Simply an Agency

Yes, we know that social democracy, no less than Stalinism, is a counter-
revolutionary agency of imperialism within the workers! movement, Yet in
Portugal in 1975, the mass of workers fought through its organisation and leadur-
ship to bloc the bid ¢i the Armed Forces Movement and its Stalinist allies to
liquidate the gains of the revolution of 1974, Has that mobilisation prevented
Soares from betraying the mandate given him in two successive elections? By no
means, But were those hundreds of thousands of workers and poor farmers and
fishermen wrong to exploit the conflict that arose between the Stalinists and the
leaders of the PSP over the choice posed by the military rule (decked out with
'revolutionary' rhetoric) or social (in reality, bourgeois) democracy? Many
groups claiming the name Trotskyist have already given their answer, They gave
it at the time of the 'Republica Affair' when they sided with a Stalirist-Police
take-over of a paper of a tendency within the workers' movement. They gave it
again later that same year of 1975, when they echoed the Stalinisi siander that the
PSP was little more than a mask for reviving Portuguese fascism. They further
gave it when they greeted the Stalinist-approved plan of the MFA for army-
dominated 'popular assemblies' ad the beginning of the Portuguese Soviets, whereas
in reality it would have, if implemented, led to the liquidation of the independent
organisations of the working class - PSP and PCP,

Service to Stalinism

If these sectarians run true to form - and they give us no reason to suppose other-
wise - then we can expect them to perform a similar service for the Stalinists in
Easters Europe. We will be told, as we were in Portugal, that of course the
Stalinists are bad, buthe social democrats are worse, The Stalinists supposedly
stand to the left of social democracy, just as the 'Trotskyists! stand to the left

of Stali.ism, So the social democrats of Eastern Europe are agents of imperialism
we wiil be told, because they are linked to the Second International - which
undoubtedly is an agency of imperialism. But so is the Kremlin, and all the
parties linked to it, And in the case of the E. European states, it is the Krem'in
and its puppet regimes and 'parties', which constitute their chief, in fact sole,
imperialist agency. Far from the social democrats performing this service, they
are regarded as an embarrassment both to the bureaucrats of the Second Inter-
national, and imperialism itself,

President Ford, no less, has assured us that the Xremlin does not dominate

E. Europe. Even Carter gulped at the brazen cynicism,., Under the terms of the
Helsinkl accords, NATO and Warsaw Pact maneouvres and exerci es are observed
by representatives of both alliances. Western newspapers soft ped.l stories of
oppression in the USSR and E. Europe in order not to disturb the spirit f 'detente’.
Yot in the very heart cf this divided Europe, in what Ford (no less than Brezhnev)
chooses to call 'independent' Poland, the class struggle erupts in defiance of the
holy alliance re-enforced at Helsinki, Those workers who by strike and other
even more drastic actions, halted not only the Warsaw express, but Gierek's

price increases, proved the truth of the proposition contained in the Founding
Programme of the Fourth International that 'the laws of history are stronger than
the bureaucratic apparatus!',




What We Can Do

We in Britain can contribute in some considerable way to the advance of this

and other struggles against the Kremlin if our actions take into account the need

of the workers of Eastern Surope to find political means of expression and struggle
that are independent of the Kremlin and its oppressing agencies, Already steps
have bc~n taken in both the Labour Party and the trade unions to secure the
release of anti-Stalinist militants imprisoned for opposing national and religious
oppression, and for seeking to organise the working class independently of the
Stalinist bureaucracy. The climax of the first stage of this campaign will be the
rally in Central Hall, Westminster, on 27th November, to be addressed by among
others, the Soviet dissident and former inmate of a psychiatric prison, Leonid
Plyushch, (Prominent British Labour Movement figures will also be on the
platform). Now the campaigr should be both deepened and widened,

The attempt now afoot(to be discussed at the Socialist International Conference on
26-28 November) either to weaken or sever entirely the organisational links of
the East European social democratic parties with the Socialist International, must
be firmly opposed. Both in Britain and internationally, it constitutes a key part .
of the drive spearheaded by some of the larger social democratic parties, to
subordinate both the individual member. parties and the Socialist International as
a whole to the politics of Helsinki, Could it be with this end in view that Labour
Party Secretary Ron Hayward recently visited Poland, where he met strike-
breaker Eduard Gierek? Could it be for this reason that the leading CPSU member
Boris Pomonarev is visiting London to meet his opposite numbers in the Labour
Party?

. e

- 1 .8, The demand and campaign for the legalisation of all workers!' parties
(specifically in this context, social democratic parties) strikes at the very nerve
centre of not only Stalinism, but the imperialism which it serves, together with
its social democratic agencies, Each fears proletarian democracy, and the
re-unification of the European working class like the plague,

-
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TEMPC AND TACTICS It' THE CLASS STRU™ ¢ LE

by
- Robert Blackk

'"Tempo and Tactics' was adopted at the Mational Conference of the "Bulletin
Group'", 24-26 July, 1976,

The evaluation of the present stage of the world class struggle, and
consequently cur tasks as rebuilders of the Fourth International, can only be
approached by placing the present in the framework of the past, and by so
doing, project forward into the future cn the basis of this juxtaposition. We
must therefore, in a historical serse, begin with the dawn cf the imperialist
epoch, and the opening of the general world crisis of capitalism.

In undertaking this necessary task, one which the British movement has
neglected for decades, and more recently has been subverted by a 'national
Trotskyist' orientation and perspective, it will be essential not only to
distinguish between the broad ebbs and flows of the European and world class
struggle, but the inner shifts, the molecular changes, within each ebb and
flow - to trace the contrary, subordinate ebbs within the flow, and the flows
within the dominant ebb. Crly on this basis will it be possible to establish

the material relationship between strategy and tactics. For just #s the
general movement of the classes through history and on a world scale exists
only in the specific actions of these classes cn historically determined national
terrains, so the strategy of Bolshevism only comes to life, can only bring the
class struggle of the proletariat to its goal of the social revoluticn, the
establishewent of its dictatorship leading to the building of a socialist society
without a state, through the tactics necessary to each concrete, materially
determined stage, phase and moment of the class struggle in each country.
And just as surely, the inverse is alsc true: just as each oscillation in the
class struggle, each eddy either to the left or right, fore or bhack, can only

be grasped in its totality as the concrete expression of the overall movement
of the class struggle through history on a world level, so tactics assume their
correct relationship with one another, and will only even achieve their
immediate purpcse, when they are developed consciously as steps towards
the achievement of strategic tasks,

As a gemeral rule, we can say that opportunism elevates the particular (the
ebb within the flow, tactics af distinct from strategy) into a self-sufficient
absclute, whilst sectarianism, its mirror opposite, dissolves awa the
particular into the general (seeing only flow in a period cf upturn and inventin
it in a phase of ebb, spurninc tactics as liquidationism - entrv - and counter-
posing to them generalised strategy divorced frem the class strurcle and the
consciousness of the proletariat - 'independent parties').

*Author of 'Fascism in Germany' (2 Vols), and 'Stalinism in Britain'.
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We begin by making explicit this concepticn and method, and will week to ' |
apply them throughout, because each deviation from Marxist theory and

activity in the history of the internaticnal revolutionary movement originated, -
not in the heads of Kautsky, Stalin, Pabloc or Healy (to believe this would be
to concede the essential correctness of WRP 'philoscophy!), but from funda-
mental changes in the relations between the class on a world scale; changes
that, because of political weaknesses in the vanguard, brought about an
increasingly false or distorted balance between the strateyy and tactics of
the revolutionary movement, :

- Y =
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Ha rmony

In turn, this disruption of the necessary harmony between tactics and

strategy (the expression at the level of revolutionary politics cf the material,
and therefore coatradictcry, terrain and movement of the class struggle

itself) eventually comes up hard against programme, that which is the most
concentrated expressicn of the sum total of Marxist theory and activity, and

of the world experiences of the prcletariat in its strugsle for self- emancipaticn,

Redleo B B e B o e I )

n

Thus the degeneration of the Second and Third Internationals, and the crisis

of the Fourth, are each lccated in the course of the world class struggle, and

in the failure, to different degrees and in different settings to carry out the

tasks imposed upon them by the history of mankind. And this, in its turn,

is but another form of the problem with which we begcan - the life-and-death T
necessity of grasping the mcvement of the class-strugcle in all its dialectical : o1
richness, and from this understanding, of being able to project nct only a

general strategic orientation, but te devise all the necessary steps, throuzh

tactics, towards its fulfilment, '

In the epoch of imperialist crisis which opened in 1914 with the ocutbreak cf

the First World War, the collapse of the Second International, and the decay

of the Third into a counter-revclutionary instrument of Kremlin foreirn

policy, passed through preparatory stares of a pericd when an ever wider ¢ulf M
cpened up between tactics and strategy, and at a different, thouzh a.ssociated, sc
level, between the estimation made by the leadership of the inner relaticnship wh
of theebbs and flows of the class struggle, and the realities of the class tic
struggle itself. The Second International, with at its heart, the SPD, in
imperceptibly adjusted to the peaceful rhythm cf the class struggle generated SW
by the ecocnomic bcom of the twc decades that preceded the First World War.,

When the sharp turn came in 1914, the parliamentary tactic proved itself to

have been, in the hands cf its leadiny practiticners, a substitute for a strate:iy.

The leaders of the Seccnd International (with the obvious excepticus of the

Bolsheviks and the SPD Lefts) had elevated the ebb intc an absolute, and

projected it forward indefinitely intc the future, likewise postponing in practice, Th
if not in theory, the revolutionary seizure of power. From this flowed their of
opportunist distortion of the relationship between revelutionary tactics and it

stratepy. and

The dame is true of the degeneration of the Third Communist Internaticnal, 'go
even though, at its first four Congresses, it raised to unprecedented levels

the science of revolutionary tactics and strategy. Each downward step in the

decay of the Comintern was marked by an internal crisis in which the leadin;

apparatus elements aligned the parties of the International, not with the basic

movement of the class, but the requirements of the factional struggle in the
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USSR and, increasingly in its later stages, the dictates of Stalinist foreign
policy.

These stages will be enumerated in the course of this document, showing how
the shattering of the inner connections between tactics and strategy derived,
at each turn, from a false appreciation of the nature of the precise stage
reached by the class strugzle at a world level, and within each country.

Restore

Cne of the most pressing tasks of the Bulletin Group, as the British Section
of the CCRFI, will necessarily be to restore what we hold to be the Bolshevik
conception of tactics and strategy, perverted and nearly destroyed in the

British movement by the Healy leadership. In doing so, we will be re- enforcing

a continuity that originates with the founding document of the communist
movement. Inthe Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engels began the section
'Proletarians and Communists' with a statement of principles on the relation-
ship between the communist vanguard and the proletariat as a whole:

"The Communists do not form a separate party opposed to other
working class parties. They have no interests separate and apart
from these of the proletariate as a whole. They do not set up
any sectarian principles of their own by which tc shape and
mould the proletarian movement ..."

The theoretical founBlagions of thes@cpminaipbés is made explicit a little further
on:

"The theoretical conclusicns of the Communists are in nc way
based on ideas or principles that have been invented, or
discovered, by this or that would-be reformer. They merely
express, in general terms, actual relations springing from an
existing class struggle, from a historical movement going on
under our very eyes. '

Marxism, both in its theoretical aspects, and its application as the practical
science of proletarian revoluticn, is a social mcvement, a 'material force!
which 'has gripped the minds cf men'. It is this same concepticn of the rela-
tionship between Marxist thecry and the class struggle that Trotsky elaborated
in his last struggle, that against the Burnham-Schachtman cppcsition in the
SWP:

"Scientific Socialism (Marxism) is the conscicus expressiocn of

the uncenscious historical process; namely, the instinctive and

elemental drive of the proletariat to reconstruct scciety on

. PO

communist beginnings. " (In Defence of Marxism)
There is therefore a theoretical as well as historical unity between the method
of the first Communist programme, drafted by Marx and Engels (even thcuzh
it was conceived in, and written for, the pre-imperialist stage of capitalism)
and the founding programme of cur own mcvement, the Fourth Internaticnal,
which takes as its starting point also, the real movement of the masses,
'going on under our eyes':

""The orientation of the masses is determined first by the
objective conditions of decaying capitalism, and second, by the
treacherous politics of the old workers' crganisations. Cf these
factors, the first of course is the decisive cne!'the laws of
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his  history are stronger than the bareaucratic apparatus ... The
strategic task of the next period ... consists in overcoming the
contradiction between the maturity of the objective revolution-
ary conditions and the immaturity of the prcletariat and its
vanguard ... It is necessary tc help the masses in the process
of the daily struggle to find the bridge between the present
demands and the socialist programme of the revcluticn., This
bridge should include a systern cf transiticnal demands, stemming
from today's conditions ard frecm today's consciousness of
wide layers of the working class and unalterably leading tc one
final conclusion; the ccnquest of power by the proletariat, "

This is the method of the Transiticnal Programme, the method that brings to
life strategy, enables it to live through the development and application of
tactics that open up the road tc breaking the grip of the apparatus and winning
the mass of the wcrking class to the programme of the social revolution. This
conception was pioneered by Marx and Engels in the Manifestc, then nearly
cbliterated in the periocd of the opportunist decline of the Seccnd International,
being kept alive only by Lenin in the Bolshevik faction, Trotsky with his
theory and precgramme of Permanent Revclution, in the SPD, by Rosa
Luxemburg, and by James Conneily in Ireland; to be restored at a higher level
in the work of the Third and Fcurth Congresses cf the Communist International,
Under the twin scourges of Stalinist reacticn in the USSR, and imperialist
reaction in Europe, the defence of the programme and its method resided in
the hands of a tiny band of Left Cppositicnists, and then, after 1933, Fcurth
Internationalists. The post-war epoch found their decimated ranks unable to
apply fully these conceptions in what was chjectively a favourable situaticn,
and one for which Trctsky had founded the Fourth International in 1938, Nearly
all of our present political difficulties derive from this combination cf the
objective factor (which is paramount) and subjective weakness (in its turn
cbjectively determined) and not from the situaticn that prevails tcday in the
world cciass struggle. But we will most certainly augment our problems if we
once again, repeat the errors of the past by failing to discern in that wcrld
political situation all the nuances, eddies, ebbs as well as flows, and develop
the political answers which they demand. ,

The historic stapes of the prcletarian class struggle

The era of the class strugrle between the proletariat and the bour~eocisie opers
in 1848, when in France and Britain, these two classes confront each cther for
the first time in histcric trials of strength., Both under the bourgeois monarchy
in England, and the bourgeois republic in France, the intermediary and
residual classes (pre-capitalist petty-bourgeocisie, aristocracy) cease to carry
any decisive historic weight. The June days in Paris, and the last mchilisation
of the Chartists in England finds the two basic, antagonistic classes of
capitalist society discovering each cther as the main enemy,

/rocked
In Germany and the other Eurcpean nations - by the revolutionary wave
of 1842, the alignment of class forces follows a different pattern, cne moulded
by the earlier failure of the bourgecisie to accomplish the demccratic tasks
achieved, to one degree or another, in England, and to the greatest extent, in
France. The process of the permanent revclution is already visible in each
of these democratic revolutions, But the feebleness of the bourgeoisie is not
compensated (due mainly to the insufficient maturity of the productive forces)
by the independent pcwer of the proletariat, The bourgeoisie takes fright at

tr.
hi;
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the forces it® own revolution has set in motion, and everywhere, makes its
peace with the old order.

The basic tasks of the dernocratic revoluticn - national unification, the
republic, freedain of conscience, separation of church and state, adult
suffrage, land reform, freedom of the press, speech, assembly and crpani-
sation - are either aborted or carried out only partially. The result is the
bequeathing to the proletariat entire historic tasks that in the earlier period
cf capitalism, had been at least attempted, and in the case of France
especially, largely solved by the bourgeoisie, 1:: 1848 casts its shadow not
only over the rest of the 19th century, but over the entire epoch of the modern
workers' movement, right to this day.

But the results of this period are not entirely negative. The revolutionary wave
of 1848, although nowhere successful even in the immediate bourgeocis-
democratic sense, provides an enormous impulse to the self-organisation of
the proletariat, and by the same token, provides the flesh for the theoretical
skeleton outlined by Marx and Engels on the very eve of thd historic events of
that year. Chartism goes into rapid and final decline, but on its shoulders will
stand the first trade unions of the emergent industrial working class. Through
a series of protracted battles with the bourgeois state and the employers,

these unicns conquer the liberty to organise the proletariat in defence of its
living and working conditions. In its turn, this 'bulwark of proletarian
democracy' within the heatland of the world's first and major capitalist power
will provide the platform upon which the struggle will develop first for the
working class vote, and then, in 1900, for the fcrmation of the Labour Party,

This slow, but powerful, ascent of the trade union movement in England
provides, in 1864, one of the essential material points of support for the
founding of the First International. Several of Marx's leading collabeorators
in this venture are prominent leaders of the skilled workers' unicns. Labcur
aristocrats, barely even socialists, they nevertheless lend the weight of their
organisations to this first step towards the international unification of the
werking class., TheFirst International, inspired and suided by Mark and
Engels, becomes the organised vehicle of this organic tendency cof the workin;,
class to struggle on an international plane. It is, in this sense (thocugh never
being a Marxist organisation) 'the conscious expression of the unconscious
histcrical process!,

1848

In France, the reaction against 1848 goes very deep. The working class pays for
its defeat in 1848 with 20 years of Bonapartist cppression. 3But then, thrust

into battle by the collapse of Bonapartist rule in 1870, and the Prussian threat

to Paris, it seizes power. The Commune, although drowned in the blood of

tens of thousands of workers, enters into the conscicusness of not only the
vanguard, but of millions. Marxism itself is nourished by this upsurge in the
elemental movement of the proletariat. The dictatorship of the proletariat

was not 'invented' by Marx and Engels. It is simply the 'conscious expression!
of the unconscicus historical process, which in the spring of 1871,

quite spontaneously, arose from both the inner necessities of the class strugrle,
and from the entire revolutionary tradition of the French masses., The Commune
is crushed, only to burst forth again in Russia 46 years later, this time to
triumph because Bolshevism had indeed made conscious the uncenscious
historical process,
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In Germany, where the politically emasculated bourgeoisie so readily made
its pact with reattion, the prcletariat gradually distills out its own political
life and organisations from those of the liberal and radical bourgeoisie,
Influenced, though not enti: <ly contreolled, by Marxism, it beging to consgtruct
its own pcliticn’ party, almost irnmediately to provoke the viclent reacticn of
the Junker-capiialist bloc headed by Bismark., But the mclecular growth of
the SPD and its asscciated trade unions continues under the 1lid of the anti-
socialist laws, So much so that when in 1890, the lid is removed, the SPD
sweeps into the Reichstz; with more than a million votes.

In France also, the reaction under Thiers fails to crush the morale of the
French proletariat. By 1889, the reccvery has been sc remarkable that Paris
is the venue of the founding conference of the Second International.. The dawn
of the imperialist ep~ch is also the era of the rise of the mass organisations of
the Eurcpean working class, It creates parties, trades unions, co~operatives,
cultural sccieties and insurance clubs that with all their limitations and
conservative traits, alone make possible the prcletariat's struggle as a class
against its exploiters, generating the confidence of a class that can master its
owr: affairs and, in time, the affairs of mankind, and creating the framewcrk
witi.in which the basic theoretical, programmatic, strategic and tactical
problems of the international working class can begin tc be resolved.

It was from within the womb cf the Second International that the Russian Marxist
movement emerged, was nurtured and under the leadership of Lenin, srew to
revolutionary maturity, Thus the continuity of Marxism is not sc much a
continuity of ideas, but cf the class struggle of the world proletariat, given
expression through self-organisation and, at the level of programme, stratecy
gnd tactics, through Marxism itself. Again, 'the conscious expression of the
unconscious historical process, ' :

The beginning of the turn - 1905

The opening of the general crisis of imperialism is traditicnally dated at 1914,

the year of the cutbreak cf the First World War., But in fact, the first shock-

waWes were felt in 1905, the year of the first Russian Revoluticn - 'dress

rehersal' of the successful overturn 12 years later. Again, the épontaneous [
movement, the 'unconscicus process' is ahead of, and drives forward, its :
conscious expression, '

¢
Just as the Paris Commune demonstrated toc Marx and Engels the steps tife C
proletariat would have to take to secure its own social, economic and political C
deminance, so the eruption of the Soviets in 1905 compelled Lenin and other i
leading Russian Marxists to re-think all the basic questions of revolutionary n
strategy and tactics. It was Trotsky, standing outside the Bolshevik faction, t]
who first gave 'conscious expression' to the unconscious process of revoluticn 1
in Russia thrcugh his theory of the permanent revolution, a thecry whose it
correctness Lenin only accepted (and at that, tacitly). in the actual course of r
the revoluticns of 1917, For just as Marxism can only serve as a revolutionary
instrument if it expresses, not the illusions of 'leaders', and the caste interests T
of an apparatus, but the unconscious historical process, and therefcre the al
innermost needs of mankind; so will the latter be realised only when they do cl
find their conscious expression, not just in the minds of Marxist theoreticians, of
but in organisations that guide the activity of the masses. This material con- as
Juneture  took place in Russia only in the course of the revolution itself, with So
Lenin's repudiation of the cld Bclshevik formula of the 'democratic dictatorship the

wh

i.
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of the workers and peasants', and Trotsky's decision to adhere to the
Bolsheviks on the basis of both this programmatic correction, and his cwn
acceptaice of the necessity cf Bolshevik organisational principles and methods.

This historic fusion, without which there would have been no Cctcber Revoluticn,
was the outcome, at the level of organisation and programme, of all the
develocpma@nts, molecular as well as those of broader sweep, of the previous
pericd, dating back to 1848, 1905 marks the beginning of the turn, the ‘
opening of the era in which the masses will be driven, by the pressure of
events, onto the rcad towards a strugpgle for power, The rise of the Soviet
marks the opening of the era when the proletariat, having organised itself

as a class for itself, will struggle for its own rule as a class for itself. But
the previcus decades of self-organisation do not lose either their significance
or strategic importance as a result of this turn, Trotsky saw this more clearly
than anyone. Not even the subsequent treachery of the leaderships of the
traditional organisations convinced him otherwise:

"... the social democracy - from which we broke by breaking
with the Second International - marked a certain epoch in the
developne nt of the working class. This was not the epoch cf
revolution, but the epoch of refcrm, Future historians, com-
paring the bourgeoisie's course of evolution with that of the
proletariat, may say that the working class, too, had a reform-
ation of its own ,.." (Nov. 1920)

The assault of fascism upon the organisations of the German working class
- social democratic no less than communist - cccasioned Trotsky to re-state,
with a new emphasis, this same proposition:

"It is necessary (for fascism) to smash all independent and
voluntary organisations, to demclish all the defensive bulwarks
of the proletariat, and to uproot whatever has been achieved
during three quarters of a century by the social demccracy and
the trade unions, For in the last analysis, the Communist
Party alsc basds itself on these achievements,™

Cconquest

We, as re-builders of the Fourth International, take our stand on this orzani-
sational foundation the origins of which reach back tc the dawn of the modern
capitalist epoch. The Labour Party, nc less than the trade unions which
created it, was and remains a prime conquest of not only the British, but the
international working class. It was conceived, born and built in a period of
nct merely national, but international working class strug;le, beginning with
the syndicalist upsurge of the decade preceding the First World War, and the
1905 Russian Revoluticn, and culminating in the Cctober Revolution of 1917,

its consolidation in the immediate post-war pericd, and the unleashing of the
revolutionary wave throughout Eurcpe and into Asia,

(Emphasis added)

The lightning flashes that announce the storm are most visible in Russia, But
all of capitalist Europe is agitated oy a profound unrest, national as well as
class. In Germany, the SPD reaches its peak of radicalism, and embraces
officially the policy of the mass political strike. In France the trade unions
assert their revolutionary independence from opportunist currents in the
Socialist Party, a measure driven forward by violent strike battles that reach
their peak on the very eve of the War. The same upsurge is seen in Italy,
where syndicalism is again the main vehicle of this radicalisation.
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In Britain, a contary form - the unions step into the political arena to create

a parliamentary Labour Party - expresses the same upsurge. In Spain, and a
little earlier in Belgium, the class struggle intensifies to the point of viclence.
But in nearly all cases, the organisations built in the earlier pericd of a more
regular peaceful tempo, prove unequal to the tasks of the new era, with its
swift turns, its violent confrontaticns, its global dimensions. The gulf between
tactics and strategy, and between both and programme, widens. The upper
summits of the workers' organisations less and less give a 'conscicus
expression' to the increasingly more explosive 'unconscicus historical process’,
Bolshevism, that current which expresses most accurately the realities of the
period, itself nevertheless undergoes an inner crisis, as the ultra-lefts
(Ctzovists) fail tc respond with the correct tactics to the ebb within the coverall
flow, to the temporary (but nonetheless very real and punishing) decline
between the two flood-tides of 1905-6 and 1917. And on the right, the liquid-
ationists, by adapting, at the level of strategy as well as tactics, to the ebb
after 1905, have to be resisted in their proposal to dissolve the illegal,
underground revoluticnary nucleus into a broad, legal 'labcur' party acceptable
to the liberal bourgecisie and even to the autocracy. It is in Russia, with its
volatile political rhythm, that the inner connecticns between tactics and strategy
are firat tested out in the course of battle, The Russian movement becomes the
laboratory of the world class struggle, The experiments conducted there, and
the provisional conclusions drawn from them that are tested out again in the
revolution of 1917, will be ceadified in the resclutions and theses of the first
Four Congresses of the Communist Internaticnal, Ccentrariwise, in Germany
where the SPD had provided, fcr more than two decades, the theoretical

and organisational backbone of the Second International, the party of Bebel and
Kautsky proves unequal to its task. The leadership comes, by imperceptible
but progressive degrees, to express not the unconscious historical process,

but the caste interests of the apparatus, and as such, the interests of bourgecis
society, The social tensions released by the cutbreak of war in 1914 break
assunder the tenuous connections between this party's official, but remocts:
strategy of power, and its every-day, real life of opportunistic tactics. The
general crisis of imperialism opens with the collapse of nearly all the leader-
ships of the traditional organisations into opportunism, chauvinism, adaptation
to the bourgeois state and the frontiers drawn up by imperialism.

’

The First Revolutionary Wave: 1916-1923

Imperialism raises to their greatest intensity of conflict nct one set of antagon-
istic factors, but many. The most fundamental is of course that between the
development of the productive forces, which assume a social, global ~ ¢
character, and the private, capitalist mode of production, expressed within
each commodity in the contradiction between use value and exchange value. .
But there arise on this foundation cther conflicts which project viclently and
deeply into the realm of politics - the antagonism between the development of
the productive forces and the straitjacket of the capitalist nation-state, between
the international working class and the world capitalist order, between the
oppresscr imperialist nations and the cppressed nations and peoples of the
colonial countries. The Second International has been founded, and had
developed, in a pericd during which these manifold antagonisms had been
assembling and maturing, but had not yet broken through to the surface of
world politics, The programmatic, tactical and strategical concepts and
methods dictated by the fusion of these elements of the class struggle in the
imperialist epoch had barely begun tc pose themselves, let alone be clearly
fcrmulated, when the war engulfed not cnly traditional organisations, but the
concepts upon which they had carried their entire activity.
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Thef first revolutionary wave therefore, due tothe nature of the epoch, does
not arise in 'pure’' class form. It explodes on the western extremity of the
European continent, in the oporessed nation of Ireland. The Easter Rising of
1916, derided by Leftists then, as today, as a 'putsch' and 'premature', was
no adventure, but the inevztable, necessary and just response of the Irish
people to six centuries of English oppression, a revolt which in she context of
the World War and opening of the general crisis of imperialism, lost none of
its own national character in becoming an integral element in the rise of the
revolutionary wave throughout the world.

In Berlin, in the January of the same yéar, tens of thousands of workers strike
against the war and in defence of the arrested Karl Liebknecht. The tide begins
to flow after the ebb of the two previous years. The same, if as yet only
molecular, shifts are under wayiin all the warring imperialist countries.
Russia then erupts in early 1919, and the revolutionary wave, _with the national
question still well to the fore, is firmly in the ascendant. Further revolutions
break out in Austria, Germany and Hungary. Crowns fall, workers' councils
arise, the workers reach out instinctively for power, but are blocked by the
treachery of their own leaderships. The old parties of the Second International
hurl themselves into the breach. The dislocated bourgeois state apparatus is-
patched up, rebuilt, and decked out with the slogans of social democracy.
Bereft of mass parties guided by revolutionary strategy, tactics and programme,
the vanguard is isolated and driven into adventures (Spartacist revolt), Cnly
gradually do the tragic lessons of this episode translate themselves into the
crystallisation of new parties of the Third International,

Flow

After this first, chaotic impulse of the first revolutionary wave, only in Russia
do the workers retain their hold on state power. Elsewhere, the social
democrats succeed in handing it back to the bourgecisie, (1918-1919),

In Hungary, the Soviet Republic is drowned in blood, Then a new ascent begins,
In Italy, the workers' offensive resumes in the spring, with the Fiat strike in
Turin, then reaches its peak with the factory occupations in Septembér. The
Fascists are an insignificant factor scorned by all but a tiny faction of the
bourgeoisie, without mass support., In Germaay, the sw®ing tc the left generates
vast support for the Centrist USPD, whose vote nearly equals that of its
parent party, the SPD, And to the left of the USPD, the KPD begins to root
itself in the vanguard. The Kapp Putsch (March 1920) triggers off a powerful
response in the entire class, The general strike overspills into localised civil
war, The bourgeois regime totters for the second time in less than two years.-
In the USSR, the White Guards are - youted. The Red Army begins what'
proves to be its ill-founded offensive against Poland, Tukhachevsky stands
outside Warsaw, In France, the intoxications of 'victory! begin tc lose their
effect, Partisans of the Third International win a majority in the Socialist
Party. The strike movement: begins to generate momentum, In. Britain, a -
serfes of national strikes erupts immediately after the end of the war. The
London Police force is purged after a strike for trade union rights. The army
proves unreliable when used against workers. The colonies are seething with
revolt, from Ireland tc India (Amritsar, 1919). China rises against imperialist.
domination (4th May, 1919). The entire imperialist world is strained to breaking-
point by the offensive of the workers and oppressed peoples. Then, in the ,
summer of 1920, comes another turning-point within this phase of general
ascent, The Red Army is defeated at the gates of Warsaw, and driven back
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far into historic Russia. In Italy, the occupations are wound up, with cnly

economic gains as the reward, The Fascist counter-offensive begins almcst
at once (the sacking of Bologna). In Germany, the rescued sccial democrats
join hands with the secret sympathizers of Kapp in the Géneral Staff to crush

the workers in the Ruhr and Saxony. Bourgeois rule is temporarily stabilised.

In France, the trade union leaders disrupt the strike movement, Divided by
the organisational split in their ranks between the revolutionary and reformist
syndicalists, the workers are pushed back, In Britain, a little later, the
workers' unity is betrayed on 'Black Friday' (1921). The miners are left to
fight alone. The Triple Alliance is dubbed the {cripple alliance’.

But even this ebb'vwithin the flow is not uniform. In China, the national-
revolutionary struggle marches fcrward, initially under the leadership of
Sun Yat-sen's Kuo Min Tang. The Chinese Communist Party, guided by the
theses of the national and colonial question adopted at the Second Comintern
Congress, begins to spread its influence rapidly amongst the workers and
poor peasants,

Then, after a temporary, but extremely fragile deadlock, (punctured by the
artificial attempt of the KPD tc break it through the "March Action!) the wave
resumes its forward thrust in Germany, only to be frustrated by the centrist
vacillations of the Brandler leadership (C ctober-November 1923), With the
blcedy crushing cf the Stamboliski peasant-based regime (June, 1923), the
German defeat marks the definitive end of the first revolutionary wave, even
though there will be localised revivals and partial upturns in the trough that
separates it from the next,

Concretisation

This period of the first revolutionary wave is also the richest in the concreti-
sation and codification of revolutionary strategy and tactics. The Second
International - due almost entirely to cbjective histcrical factors - never
came to grips with the problem of establishing the unity of the working class
in struggle for partial demands, and at a higher level, in the struggle

for its cwn government. The Second Internaticnal, with one or two minor
exceptions, was the organised working class, which divided up, fcr functional
and not political reasons, under a single roof, into political parties, trades
unicns and co~operatives. The treachery of the cld leaderships, and the
forward drive of the workers towards political power, rent asunder this
structure. Now, in each country, there contended for the leadership cf the.
class not one political party, but two and even, as in Germany, (SPD,”? USPD}?
KPD), three. The Comintern leadership had to solve in practive, as well as
in theory, this probhlem: how was the working class tc continue to fight its
class battles, defensive and offensive, and develcp its strategic fight for
power, whilst its ranks remained divided? At first, the problem was not
even acknowledged, In the period of the first upsurge, the founders of the
Comintern hoped that the workers would desert the old parties en masse and
for good, But then the initial impetus to the left, in each case, stopped

short of providing the Communist Parties with a clear preponderance of
forces, Rather belatedly, the Comintern leadership reccgnised that the
struggle for power had to be postponed until such times as the social demc-
cratic grip on the class had been broken crganisaticnally and in terms cf
polities. The occasion for this re-appraisal was the March Acticn adventure
in Germany (1921), where the KPD attempted to seize power with cnly a small
fration of the proletariat actively behind it, This, the sc-called theory of
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ﬁom the SPD and trade union apparatus, The ultra-left turn of 1924 therefore
iges in Germany not simply as a pro_]ection of the Binovievist '""Bolshevization'
ive of that year (one of whose targets was Trotsky and his supporters in

g Comintern) but as yet ‘another over-reation, this time to the rightist course
the previous year, Thus in 1921, 1923 and again in 1924, the KPD leader-

ip moves in directly contrary directions to the organic motion of the

oletariat - it is not the conscious expression of the unconscious historic

ocess in all its stages and moments, ebbs and flows, but increasingly a

tor which disrupts the re-groupment of the proletariat on a revoluticnary
gramme and its mobilisation for the seizure of power., So the pericd of

ebb ushered in by the defeat of the German 'Cctober!' begins for the

mintern (dominatad in Moscow by the troika of Stalin, Kamenev and the
President - Zirnoviev) under the sign of a schematic, leftist, adventurism tha
t clashes ever more stridently with the real processes at work in a

opean proletariat thrust back and disoriented by the German defeat above

) but also by the failure to achieve lasting success in any other ccuntry

e Russia, For the first, but certainly not the last, time, 'official'

shevism throws its weight behind a conception of proletarian strategy and
tics that cnly three years before, had been just as 'officially' condemned

the Third Cemnintern Congress) and demolished by Lenin a year earlier

is plemic against Leftism, 'Left Wing Communism, an Infantile Disorder!’,

e these conceptions, revived and re-enforced by the turn into the Third

fcd in 1928, kave withcut doubt polluted our own movement to a far

ater extent than the victims themselves are capable of appreciating, it is

essary to spell out yet again the Marxist refutation of the metaphysics of
aratus radicalism!,

212 -

hat coneption that equates the class struggle with a militarycconflict, and

high-command of its warring armies with the leadership of a revoluticnary
y, Trotsky says:

"+«. in the revolutionary (i, e, Red) army the chief thotor force

is pdlitical consciousness, revolutionary enthusiasm, the under«
taking on the part of the army's majority (N, B.) of the military
task it faces and a readiness to solve this task, How much more
does this apply to the decisive revolutionary batties cf the working
class? There cannot even be talk here of coercing worars into
revolution, There i3 no apparatus of repressicn 2ere, Saccess
can rest only upon the readiness of the majority of %= toilerz to
take a direct or indirect part in the struggle and he;p bring it to

a happy ccnclusion' (Tuly; 1921)

t speech is made in refutation of the theory of the 'revoluticnary

psive! which fathered the March Action. But it does not suffice - and

d not, in the face of deep shifts in the masses, and their inverse reflection
pe summits o the Comintern apparatus that generates this ssme

feption in ever more garishly hued guises, Bukharin, and to a lesser
lee, Zinoviev, sympathise with and even discreetly egg on the KPD Lefts
je time of the Third Congress, In 1924, they are able to give full xéiht
je leftist schematism I enin and Trotsky had held in check in the first

s of the Comintern's activity, In 1928, with the Comintern executing its
nd - and far more long-lasting and more devastating - ultra-left turn,
sky returns once more to the attack, Again, theore of the problem is
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the offenisve, posed point-blank to Lenin and Trotsky th_e 'n”ecessity of a
strategic turn in every party of the Comintern, ‘Each"pérty had to express
consciously not only the general, overall long-term process of history, but
each step and stage in that process. The policies of the sections had to be
brought into alignment with the innermcst needs felt by the workers for unity
against their exploiters and the capitalist state. The March Action was a
crude attempt by the KPD leaders to rape the historical process, to impose
on the majority a revolution by a minority, which in its turn was set in
motion by the apparatus at the top. This reactionary ccncepticn, though
routed in the debates at the Third Comintern Congress, re-appears in ever
more hideous forms at each turn in the degeneration of the Comintern from
a revolutionary international into a pliant tocl of Kremlin foreign policy, 1Its
next appearance will be in the guise of Zincvievism (1924 - mid-~1925) and
then, in the leftist phase of Stalinism - the third periocd - 1928-1934, Today,
we understand this perversicn of Bolshevism as the 'apparatus' concepticn
of the revolutionary party. : ‘

Quickly, the slogan 'to the masses' issued by the Third Congress translates
itself into the united front (codified in November, 1921), which then organically
evolves into the strategy for a workers'government, These advances in the
sphere of strategy and tactics remain as conquests of the prolegariat and its
vanguard, as -pregious in their own special way as the other great gain of

the first revolutionary wave - the victoricus Russian Revolution,

A balance sheet of this first wave would include on its credit side the
enormously strengthened and broader based trade union organisations in
France, Germany and Britain especially, the development of the British IL.abcu
Party into a national or ganisation which workers tcoked to to form their own
government; in every important capitalist ccuntry the formation of 'sections

cf the Comintern, and in the colonial and semi-colcnial world, the first

steps towards mass resistance to imperialist dcmination,

Cn the debit side must be placed firstly, the aborting of the German revcluticn
then the Fascist coup in Italy, the counter-revclutions in Bulgaria, Spain and
Hungary, and the consclidaticn of bourgeois rule in the rest of central and
East Eurcpe, » -

Cver-C orrection

With Brandler's 'over-correction' (1923) of the adventurist-leftist crientation
that produced the March Action, the zigzag course begins which finally destroy
not only the KPD as a revolutionary organisation, but the entire Ccmintern,
Cnce again, the initial impulse that feeds the deviaticn cocmes from a sudden,
but ill-perceived, turn in the pclitical situation. The united frent tactic,
faithfully applied tiye the Brandler leadership - and with great success ~ in the
pericd from the end of 1921 up to the summer of 1923, is not grasped as the
conscicus expression of a distinct stage within the overall process of the clas:
struggle - one of recovery after the defeats and blocd-~lettings of 1920-1921,
and the clcsing of ranks agginst the capitalist ccunter-cffensive, Thus the
tactical aspect of the united front is separated cut from its strategic function,
which is to prepare the working class for the offensive, for the next phase,
which is the bid for power - the stage that opens up in the late summer of 192
and which finds the Brandler leaderhhip still applying the united front tactic
in a way that would have been appropriate only to the earlier phase, but now
serves purely to block the break of the mass of social democratic workers
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the inner relationship between tactics and strategy, and as another expression
t€ the same problem, the appreciation of the ebb within the flow, and the flow
within the ebb, and the juxtaposition of both ebb and flow to the general crisis
of the imperialist epoch:

"Each party (in 1924), to a lesser or greater degree, fell a
victim to the false points of departure (i, e, that there had

been no defeat in 1923, and that the revolutionary wave remained
in the ascent,) Each chased after phantoms, ignored the real
processes, transformed revolutionary slogans into noisy
phrases ... For this concepticn there existed always and
unalterably only the social demcecracy that was 'disintegrating’,
workers who were becoming 'radicalised!, communist parties
that were 'growing' and the revolution that was 'approaching'.‘
And anybody else who locked arcund and tried to distinguish
things was and is a 'liqudator!'."

The same false conceptions abound teday. Whilst they rear their heads in

a period very different from that in which Trotsky was writing (one of

overall decline, and not, like today, of powe rful ascent) the method and the
conceptions derive in their historical crigin from this, the first stage in

the decay of the Comintern, in that peridd when if fell victim to the 'apparatus
radicalism! of the Troika, Likewise and@ually dangerous is the allied
conception, which attempts to surmount the manifold tactical tasks posed by '
the contradictory process of radicalisation with the schema that can be
summarised in the phrase ! we are living in a period of revolutmna.ry upsurge’

Scholastic

Trotsky detected this false, scholastic conception of radicalisation in the
draft programme of the Communist Internat1ona1 (the author being the former
Leftist Bukharin), The draft declared:

""The process of radicalisation of the masses which is sharpening,
the growth of the influence and of the authority of the communist
parties .., all this clearly shows that a new revolutiocnary wave
is mounting in the imperialist centres'',

Trotsky rejected these formulations as false, not merely because they did
not accurately describe what was then happening, but for their one-sided,
schematic conceptidn of how the class struggle moves thrcugh a complex
process of ebbs and flows towards its inevitable revolutionary climaxes:

"The epoch of imperialism and of proletarian revolution has
already known and will again know/tHe future not only a
tprocess of radicalisation which is sharpening', but also a
period when the masses move to the right; not only the
growth of the influence of the communist parties, but also
of a temporary decline of that influence. If it is a question
of juddink from the standpoint of conjuncture, it is more or
less true for certain countries, in the given periocd, but

not at all for the entire world ... the leadership of the
Comintern has given no proof of comprehension in matters
of dialectic regarding the growth and disappearance of
revoluticnary situations, Cn these subjects it has remained
in a permanent scholasticism, the treating of 'radicalisation’
without studying in a fundamental way thellvmg stages of the
struggle of the world proletariat. "
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Step by step with this imposition of a false orientation on the parties of the
Comintern arises the type of apparatus regime necessary to stifly the
proletarian base of the sections, to prevent their rebelling against the
application of a line whose discord with the moods and needs of the masses
became daily more harsh.

"Together with Lenin, we feared most of all that the CPSU,
armed with the mighty resources of the state, would exert an
excessive and crushing influence upon the young parties of the
West that were just being organised, Lenin warned tirelessly
against premature strides along the road of centralism, against
the excessive tendencies of the ECCI and the Praesidium in
this direction and, especially, against such forms and methods
of assistance as transform themselves into direct eommands
from above from which there is no appeal. "

| Ebb

These lines, written in 1928, could have been written against Pablo, who
with far less historical cause, and even less resources, tiied to behave in
just the manner against which Lenin warned, and Trotsky fought, They alsc
remain a burning indictment of those like Healy, whom Pablo spawned, even
as he used against them the methods he had taught, None grasped properly
the full political implications cf that proposition with which we began -
Marxism is the conscious expressicn of the unconsciocus historical process,
It is not the conscicus expression of the caste interests of the apparatus, or
the messianic illusions of the general secretary. Comintern Leftism

f ironically, but necessarily, flowers to full bloom in the pericd cf the deepest
y decline in thedlass struggle. This ebb begins in the winter of 1923-1924,

? and is most deep-going in Germany, where the SPD regains its hold on the
workers whom it had lost in the previous year, and in Italy, where after a
series of crises, the Fascist regime stabilises itself, and completes its task
of liquidating the workers' organisations., But this ebb, which lasts until
1930, and'is only finally succeeded by a new wave in 1934, contains within it
two stong counter-flows - Britain and China, and a lesser one, Poland.

But here too, the Comintern, now purged of its former Leftism (thie is the
period of the ascendancy of a reformed Bukharin) aligns itself against the
basic movement of the class struggle. It enters into blocs with forces that,
in each case, serve as barriers to the advance of the revolution. The
disappointed, impatient adventurists of 1924 have, by 1925-1926, swung over
to the right in search cf the forces that will, commanded by the prestigicus
Kremlin chiefs, serve as substitutes for the independent action of the majority
of the proletariat and oppressed colonial masses. Just as in 1921, 1923 and
1924 in Germany, only now on a world scale, the previous false orientation -
a leftist one in this instance - prepares the soil for a lurch in the opposite
direction, Increasingly, the motor force for the activities of the Comintern
leadership becomes not the expression of the historical process, but the
defence of the material positions of the newly-formed Soviet ruling caste, to
which the Comintern is progressively subordinated with each set-back on the
international arena and the step by step strangulation of proletarian
democracy in the USSR, Cne of the main political instruments of this sub-
ordination of the Comintern tc the Kremlin caste is the Stalin-Bukharin

doctrine of 'apparatus internationalism'!, In the name of proletarian inter- 1
naticnalism, the apparatus of the CPSU, through its stranglehcld over the

leading bodies of the Comintern, dictates the line of each cf its sections I
right down to the smallest tactical detail, each being a carbon-copy of the k
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latest centrist lurch of the Stalinist faction in the USSR, ' The obverse side of
this bogus 'internationalism!' is the doctrine of 'socialism in one country!,
which permitted the Soviet Party to make its own independent way to
Socialism, freed from the control of either the Comintern or the world class
struggle. Trotsky deals with this false conception of internationalism most
succinctly:

"It is false (as Stalin had argued) that world economy is simply
a sum of national parts of ocne and the same type., It is false
that the specific features are 'merely supplementary to the
general features' (Stalin), like warts on a face. In reality, the
national peculiarities represent an original combination of the
basic features of the world process., This originality can be of
decisive significance forrevolutionary strategy over a span of
many years'', '

Cne of the tasks of revolutionary strategy, given this national differentiaticn
and uniqueness of the werld historic process, is to devise the tactics '
necessary to the opening up of the revclutionary road in each concrete
instance and situation, This, first Binovievism, and then full-developed
Stalinism, prevents by a mechanical application of 'apparatus internationalism!
and its accompanying schematic conceptions of proletarian radicalisation,
Revealingy the opportunist doctrine of 'socialism in one country! is first
enunciated by Stalin in the midst of the Leftist period (November 1924) and
then applied tc the full in the rightist period which follows it, For there is

a leftist, apparatus, element to this theory - namely, that independently, and -
even in defiance of the course of the world class struggle, and the require-~
ments of the Soviet economy within the world divislion of labouy the USSR can
build its own fully-developed socialist order, by neutralising the permanent
threat of imperialist encirclement, This is a leftist-adventurist notion,

laden with opportunist implications which flower to the full in the rightist turn
that follows and which are prepared by the leftist period that has nurtured
them,

General Strike

In Britain, the TUC, supported from the left by the Co;nizitern, knifes the
General Strike, and thrusts the proletariat back a full decade. In China, the
Kuomintang drowns the revolution in blcod, again supported, right up to the
point of betrayal, by the Comintern, The ebb is strengthened by these two
tragic defeats, It assumes an organic kharacter, one to which the Comintern
reacts in classic fashion by yet again turning the helm over, falteringly at
first, to the ultra-left, far further than in the previous phase of the Zinoviev
inspired leftism that reigned in 1924-1925. '

The balance sheet of this period reads, in broad outlines, thus: .
Failure of the putsch in Estonia (December, 1924). Defeat in Britain (1926).
Defeat in China (1927). In Poland, the coup of Pilsudski, backed initially by
the Bukharinite leadership of the Folish CP!'(1926). In the USA, stagnation
and even decline in the trades unions, immense disarray in the Communist
Farty - but the second important breakthrough (the first was in France) by
the Left Cpposition on an international level with the emergencé of the Cannon
faction after the Sixth CI Congress (August 1928).

In the U, S, S;.R.' , the Left Cpposition swims against the tide of defeats that it
has predicted and warned against, but now thecomes, bécause cf their impast

O
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on the masses and even the vanguard, the victim. The Left Cpposition is
expelled just before the 15th C, P. S, U, Congress (December, 1927) and Trotsky
and other of its leaders axiled. At the end of the congress, Stalin begins his
new left turn., It will not have fun its full course until the Nazis have been
aided to power in Germany, and the Comintern wrecked as a revolutionary
instrument, '

The Labour election victory of 1929 pProves not so much the harbinger of a

new British upturn, but more the parliamentary echo of the titanic battle of
three years previously, When Macdonald defects to the Tories two years
later, Labour's vote is cut by more than 2 million, and its parliamentary
representation reduced from 289 to 26. The genuine revival, agonisingly slow
and protracted that is, begins only in the mid~thirties, to reach its first peak,
after an ebbing during the first years of the war, in 1945 with the massive
Labour gictory, and the rise of Bevanism in the years that followed.,

The revolutionary crisis in Germany, due to the false policies of the Comintern,
gives a greater impulse to the counter-revolutionary right than the revolutionary
left. But in 1931, there comes the first real break - revolution bursts forth in
Spain, A new flow is in view. But before it can even begin to assume its full
swoop, the Stalinist and reformist bureaucracies combine in Germany in hand-
ing over the strategically most powerful and important proletariat in Europe

to its fascist butchers, The right swing follows at once in Austria, Mussolini's
rule is once more re-enforced, In Portugal, the Salazarist regime liquidates
the last remnants of the independent workers! movement. 1933 marks a new

low point in the ebbing of the post-war revolutionary wave, '

The Second Main Wave - 1934-1937

This new period of revolutionary ascent is weaker than the first of 1916-1923,
because at its heart is felt the deadly undertow of the crushed German proleta-
riat, and in the USSR, the strangulation and then physical destruction of the
Bolshevik vanguard., These two counter-revolutionary vices ~ fascism and
Stalinism ~ are indeed symetric phenomena, expressing the innermost tendencies
of this pericd of black reaction, They prove decisive, and together with the
continued treachery of the social democratic leaderships, ensure that the new
wave which arises in 1934 nowhere brings any lasting gains. As already stated,
the new flow is anticipated by the revolution in Spain (1931). A wave of sit-in
strikes then erupts in Poland, and later in the USA at the Firestone Rubber
Plant in Akron, Chio (1934), This new radicalisation of the unskilled, mass
Production workers has already found its first feeble reflection in the landslide
victory of Roosevelt, with his promise of a 'new deal' for the nation's oppressed,
underpaid and unemployed (1932). Also in 1934, a full-scale political crisis
erupts in France. The fascists begin to mobilise, They bring down the govern-
ment ofDaladior, and help install the Bonapartist regime of Doumergub, The
French Stalinists initially back the fascist gangs against the parliamentary
regime (Feb. 1934). But the workers impose on their two parties an improvised
united front, which is then perverted at the top by a sudden new turn in

Stalin's foreign policy, away from his hoped-for bloc with Nazi Germany against
the West, towards a deal with the Versailles powers and the League of Nations.

As in 1923, 1924, 1926-1927, and again throughout the ‘'third period, so now the
Kremlin hurls the Comintern apparatus directly against the elemental,
instinctive movement of the masses, It erects the popular front as a bloc
against the further radicalisation of the workers in both France and Spain, It
ties the organisations of the proletariat to an alliance with the 'radical’ wing
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of the imperialist bourgeoisie. But the unconscious movement generates
enormous power both in France (and Belgium) and Spain. In 1936, the French
workers respond to the victory of the popular front parties in the general
elections of May, not by awaiting the promised legislation of social and
econom1c reforms, but by seizing the plants- just as across the Atlantic, the
C.1.O, is being forged and defended by the same weapon, The workers,

quite contrary to the wishes of their Stalinist and reformist leaders, spontane-
ously take up the slogan of the 'third period! - 'Soviets everywhere" In the
third period, it was nothing more than empty demagogy.

Spain '

By 1936 it has become lethal to bourgeoisie and Kremlin alike., The Stalinists
bond to the strike, then break it - with great difficulty. But hardly have the
workers been seduced back to work when in Spain, Franco stages his revolt
against the recently elected Popular Front government (July, 1936), The
revolutionary wave remains in the ascendent in both countries until 1937,

The ebb is marked by the crushzng of the Barcelona wcrkers by the Stalinists
(May 1937), the purging of the P, O, U, M. and then the left socialists, and the
remorseless consolidation of bourgeois rule and property which follows in

the train of the Stalinist offensive; Franco's victory then becomes only a
matter of time. In France, after its initial set-back in 1936, the bourgeoisie
applies more and more pressure on the Popular Front through its own party,
the Radicals, Blum goes,; and the political pendulum begins to swing back to
the Right, tc Daladier and beyond, The gains of the earlier period - the

8-hour day, social legislation etc. - are whittled away., By 1938, the move-
ment is spent. In Austria, the swing to the right, urged on by Hitler's

victory, accelerates with the crushing of the Vienna workers in February, 1934,
The last remnants of the workers' movement are liquidated, first under Dclfuss,
then under his successor, Schusnigg., The road:is cleared for the Nazi
"Anschluss' in March, 1938, With the Bolshevik old guard in their graves, and
the Comintern little more than a shell, Stalin prepares his turn-backtto Hitler.
Nazi and Stalinist diplomats open the talks that will reach their conclusion

with the Stalin-Hitler pact, which in its turn, enables Hitler to launch his
invasion of Poland and so usher in the Second Imperialist War. The new ebb

is under way by 1938, though in the USA, the struggle to build the C,I.O. has
some way to run., In fact, the only lasting gain of this second revolutionary
wave is the building of the C I 'O, unions, which to this day serve as powerful
bulwarks of not only the U,S. but the world working class, But the Stalinists
achieve their aim of tying this upsurge politically to Rocsevelt. The movement
towards a Labour Party is blocked,

In continental Europe, this wave leaves nothing in its wake except the wreckage
of workers' hopes and organisations, In Britain, the slow recovery begins,
aided by the growth of the new, mass production industries, The trade unicns
begin to recruit from this new layer of workers. The Labour Party alsc
begins its recovery from the disaster of 1931. The youth section begins a
modest growth, The Stalinists get some wind in their sails in the trade unions,
The Socialist League reflects in an attenuated fashion this molecular process
of moral and material rehabilitation in the working class as a whole. Although
initially checked by the first years of the war, this gradual forward movement
will re-assert itself in more spectacular fashion in the strikes of 1944, and the
landslide Labour gictory of the next year. But by this time, it is mainly the
national expsessicn of the world-wide revolutionary upturn of 1943-1947,
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Fourth International

In the Far East, Japanese Imperialism continues its march into China, Many
cities fall to the invaders, but resistance grows in the countryside, Anti-
imperialist movements are also activated in Indo-China, where the Vietnamese
Trotskyists are in the vanguard, and also in India, where the Congress Party
holds the movement in check through Gandhi's policy of 'non-violent
resistance's. Each of these component parts of the world revolutionary
process sketch the outlines of the decay of an imperialist rule that will

begome more and more precarious in the next period of the upturn.

The anti-imperialist upsurge also assumes a broad aveep in Latin America

in this period of flow, then ebb in Europe. The Cardonas regime in Mexico
takes firm steps against the imperialist oil monopolies, whilst other Latin
American regimes come under the pressure of the masses (Argentina, Brazil),

This is the historic setting in which Trotsky, together with his international
collaborators, founds the Fourth International in September, 1938, Founded
in this period of bitter reaction, it sets itself the task of guiding the inevitable
next revolutionary upsurge to world wide victory, But first there intervenes
the new, profoundly deep, though relatively brief, period of ebb, during which
the fortunes of the world proletariat stand at their lowest since the opening of
the imperialist crisis in 1914, and indeed, in the entire history of capitalism,

The Kremlin's New Zig-Zags

Having broken up this new revolutionary wave with an openly opportunist policy
of alliances with the bourgeoisie (the popular front) the Kremlin, following its
pact with Hitler, orders a sharp turn left in the countries of the 'democratic'
imperialist camp. Both the tactics and the conceptions of the third period,
discarded in 1934 in order to facilitate the right turn of that year, are revived
in new forms. And once again (though this time on the basis of the counter-
revolutionary orientation that crystalises out of the period of centrist degen~
eration and oscillation between 1924 and 1935) the Kremlin aligns what remains
of the Comintern against the needs and moods of the class. The strident
leftism of the Stalin-Hitler pact now serves as a camouflage for the Kremlin's
pro-Third Reich orientation in foreign policy., The exiled KPD leadership
supplements this leftism in the 'democratic! imperialist camp by pursuing in
Germany, a policy of thinly veiled defencism, Neither is the policy of the
British, French and other allied country parties genuinely a revolutionary
defeatist one. It is a combination of apologias for Hitler's war policy, and

a campaign to propel a section of the imperialist bourgeoisie into an alliance
with the Kremlin by making peace with Germany. ;

With the invasion of the USSR by Germany in June, 1941, the Kremlin orders
yet another turn, this time one that goes to the extreme right, Strike-breaking,
hounding and fingering of militants, especially Trotskyists, become the

central aims of Stalinist policy in each of the countries at war with Cermany,
The Communist Parties even embarrass reformist trade union leaders by

their enthusiasm for slave-driving work tempos in industry, and scorn for
safety measures and working conditions, This new right turn is gradually
phased out as the war draws to an end, and by 1947, with the onset of the

'cold war'! shades over into a new period of leftism-adventurism, which like
the turn of 1939-1941, contains elements of third periodism, and even 'social

fascism', But unlike the third period, this new left turn takes place on the

foundations of a strategy which is entirely counter-revolutionary on a world
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| despite the changes in property relations sffected in E. Europe in order to
ﬁ safeguard the security of the Kremlin's interest in the buffer states, This
|

revival of Leftism in no sense indicates the presence of centrist elements ;
w:.thin Stalinism, though this conclusion is in fact drawn implicitly by Pablo
with his claim that under the impact of the threat of war, the Stalinist parties
were capable of, and indeed about to, 'roughly outline a revolutionary orientation, '
Pa.blo s perspective - one of capitulation to Stalinism - is refuted by the real |
march of events, When, after its period of ebb in Europe between 1947 and
1952, the European revolution regains its former momentum, with the French |
General strike and the E. German uprising in the summer of 1953, in both ' ‘
cases, the Stalinist apparatus comes down firmly on the side of the status ; |
quo, on the basis of the agreement concluded at Potsdam between the Kremlin
and the victorious imperialist powers. Faced with the threat of a new
revolutionary ascent, the Kremlin quickly discards its leftist rhetoric, and {i
takes up with great alacrity the slogans of class-collaboration, and of close :
re}.ations with the leaders of social democracy. It is this latter pllicy, with
minor oscillations such as that pursued in Portugal in 1975 (with the same 4
aim of blocking the advance of the revolution, only from the uitra left) that has
predominated to this day. In each case, the strategic aim is the preservation |
of the world status §uo, of the division of Europe and of Germany., Within |
this framework, tactical conflicts with imperialism will of course proceed at |
different levelsdnd in different zones, but as is always the case, they are
subordmate to, and in fact determined by, the triple holy counter-revolutionary
alliance, or rather triangle, of Moscow-Peking-Washington.

Low Tide ~ 1938~1942

I France and Spain, the pobular front regimes serve their prime function of

blocking the revolution. But by the same tcken, they fail to achieve their ,
secondary objective ~ that of preserving at least some of the features of 1
bourgeois parliamentary democracy, Franco, not Nogrin and Azana, is the ‘
tictor in Spain, In France, Blum is cast down after fulfilling his role as

left prop of the bourgeois regime, Hitler and Potain complete the task of

breaking up the workers' movement, one that is patently beyond a regime that

depends upon the support, or at the very least, the toleration, ‘of the tradi-

tiopal workers' organisations.

Muffled by the treachery of the apparatuses, drained by the defeats of the
previous two decades (the greatest being Germany, and then Spain), its
organisations in ruins across the breadth of Europe, the working class is in
no position to resist the drive to war. His Eastern flank secured by his pact
with Stalin, and his internal front rendered equally secure by the treachery
of Stalinists and reformists alike in 1933, Hitler is ready to make his bid to ‘
"re-organise'! Europe along fascist lines, under the hegemony of German
imperialism,

This opportunity arises only because not once, but twice, the proletariat has
failed to unite the continent by the demacratic method of the socialist revo-
lution, and under the banner of the united socialist states of Europe. The

Nazi bid to unite Europe cannot but intensify, not only all the economic problems
associated with such a task, but the manifold national problems bequeathed

to the imperialist epoch by the failure of the bourgeoisie to solve them in the
period of its ascent, This will become more and more evident as the Nazi
Empire begins to break up after 1942, and the Western Imperialists, together
with the Kremlin, seek to impose a new order from above on the nations of
Europe.

N
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But beforet his new turn comes the high point of the Nazicanquests, From
the English Channel to the gates of Moscow and Leningrad, along the coast
of the Black Sea and the west bank of the Volga, the Nazi Empire holds the
European proletariat in a vice, Capitalism is restored in occupied Russia,
the farms de-collectivised.. Krupp and I, G, Farbon run riot, looting the
economy built with such immense sacrifice by the Soviet workers and
farmers, Stalin's purges of the Red Army facilitate Hitler's counter-
revolutionary work, The USSR hangs by a thread, as 1942 draws to its
close, All the occupied countries of Europe without exception are trans-
formed into oppressed nations, from France to Poland, Norway to Greece.
(Trotsky's murder in August 194C is another blow struck by Stalin against
the defence of the USSR). Yet the USSR survives. Before the very gates
of Moscow, in Cctober, 1941, factory workers spontaneously stream out

of the plants to block the Nazi advance with makeshift barricades and
weapons. Their loyalty to the conquests of Cctober is written in their
blood, while the top bureaucrats flee eastwards to Kuibyshov. Then, at
the very end of 1942, comes a new turn, one that despite partial ebbs,

and periods of Stalemate, has maintained its forward thrust until today.

The First Stage of the New Upturn - 1943-1947

For the third time, the upturn conthins at its core in Europe the organic
enovement of the proletariat towards the establishment of the unites
socialist states of Europe. It is for this revival that Trotsky has fought
for the founding of the Fourth International, with its optimistic perspec-
tive of social revolution in the West, anti-imperialist upsurge in the
colonies, and the political revolution against the Stalinist bureaucracy in
the USSR. The Emergency Conference of May, 194C gives added emphasis

to this perspective, the general orientation of which is confirmed - though -
in ways that could not have possibly been anticipated - by the new revolu- .

tionary wave that begins in 1943, Utterly false is the accusation that
Trotsky's revolutionary optimism proved to be ill-founded, Whatever his
followers and epigones mayhhave thought and said either then or later,
Trotsky did not sustain in any way the illusion that the immense problems
accurhulated by the imperialist epoch, and multiplied ten fold by the
treachery of the old leaderships, could be solved by one swift upturn of
the class struggle, The resolution adopted by the 194C Emergency
Conference, drafted by Trotsky, projects a far longer-term perspective,
one that needs no fundamental revision despite the passage of 36 years.

"The capitalist world has no way out, unless a prolonged
death agony is so considered. It is necessary to prepare for
long years, if not decades, of war, uprisings, brief
interludes of truce, new wars, and new uprisings. A young
revolutionary party must base itself on this perspective,
History will provide it with enough opportunities and possi-
bilities to test itself, to accumulate experience, and to
mature. The swifter the ranks of the vanguard are fused
the more the epoch of bloody convulsions will be shortened,
the less the destruction will our planet suffer. But the
great historical problem will not be solved in any case
until a revolutionary party stands at the head of the prole-
“tariat, The question of tempos and time intervals is of
enormous importancef but it alters neither the general
historical perspective nor the direction of our policy",
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The turn begins early in 1943, At Stalingrad, the Red Army cuts off the
Sixth Army of von Paulus. It begins an advance that does not halt until it
reaches Berlin, In Italy, a mass revival of the proletariat, held in the
faetist vice for 2C years, sustains the resistance and partisan struggle.
Strikes break out in the north, Mussolini falls, The first stirrings towards
the social revolution in West Europe become clearly visible., In France the
resistance, though dominated by the Stalinist-Gaullist bloc, begins to assume
a broader sweep, Despite the intentions of its leadership, it poses a threat
not-only to the Nazi occupiers, but the collaborationist and Gaullist bourgeoi-
sie alike, As in Italy, weakness of direct links with the Kremlin lead to the
resistance struggles assuming a more revolutionary character even amongst
the higher cadre of the Communist Party. Post-war purges in the C,P.F,
(Marty, Tillon) will revolve partly around this deviation, in its turna
reflection inside the national Stalinist leaderships of the new upsurge. In
1944, Togliatti and Thorez return from Moscow exile to force on rebellious
party cadres the Stalin line of collaboration with the western imperialists

in restoring the shattered capitalist state and economic order, Enormous
pressure is required before militants will hand over their arms to the
liberators!, In Greece, the partisan struggle against the Nazis assumes
an even greater sweep, Here the Stalinist leaders experience the greatest
difficulty in holding the line. In Yugoslavia, where the Tito leadership
jumped the gun by beginning armed resistance to Nazi rule during the last
weeks of the Stalin-Hitler Pact, large parts of the conntry are cleared of
Nazi troops before the Red Army arrives in Belgrade., Here toco, wcrkers
provide the spearhead for the resistance, organised in Tito's 'Proletarian
Brigades', which Stalin demands, unsuccessfully, that Tito is to disband,

Stalingrad

As the Red Army opens its offensive at Stalingrad, in the heart of occupied
Europe, in the Warsaw Ghetto, tens of thousands of doomed Jews hurl them-
selves almost bare handed against Hitler's tanks and Himmler's S.S. This
glorious chapter in the history of the wopold revolutionary movement, no less
politically significant than the Nazi defeat at Stalingrad, is the first revolt
against the Nazi new order, To the martyred Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto
belongs the honour of giving the first impulse to the period of revolutionary.
advapce that with its new turns in 1968 and 1974, has sustained its forward
thrust to this day.

In Britain the revival in the trade unions gains pace again, with big strikes
in 1943, and even larger ones in 1944, The Labour Party once more becomes
the centre of workers!' political aspirations, In 1945, they place it in power
with a huge majority over all the other parties. Its programme commits it
to a series of nationalisations, and the introduction of a wide range of
social reforms, Inthe USA, a similar strike wave opens cne year before
the end of the war, It assumes a truly vast sweep in 1945-46, far broader
even than in the upsurge that forged the C,I.C., In Argentina, the radicali-
sation cf the workers flows into the channels of the Peronist movement,
which on coming to power, is compelled by the pressure of the masses to
take a series of measures against British imperialism,

All those events are well under way before the end of the war, In Europe,
as stated, they drive unconsciously towards the unification of the continent
by means of the proletarian revolution, Far more conscious are the steps
taken by imperialism and the Kremlin to choke this movement and to
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strangle it in its infancy. In 1943, Stalin confers with the allied leaders in-

‘Tehran, Already, the division of Europe into ‘spheres of influence! is
in view, Those areas such as Greece and Yugoslavia which Stalin renounces

-8 majority interest in, are the remain in the imperiahst orbit, the Stalinists ..

1

will]attempt to comply with this agreement, , R : -
but are driven eventually into a civil war they feat to.

win. In Yugoslavxa, Tito, after several vacillations, defies Stalin's order

y;o ;zestore the old Monarchy, and begins to break up the old order and estab-

lish a workers' state of a deformed type. :

It {s to block such alarming developments that the same leaders meet again
in Yalta (1944) and finally (this time with Atlee and Tru man for the defeated
Churchill and the dead Roosevelt) at Potsdam, By this time the strategy is
clear and eicplicit. Europe is to be divided, Germany is to be divided, and as
the capstone of this policy of divide and rule, Berlin is likewise to be cut

into zones. '

Stalin-Hitler Pact

Each party to this deal needs a free hand to deal with the revolutionary threat
both at its back and under its foot, Inevitably, the national question is to the
fore in this new revolutionary explosion, Partitioned for the fourth time in
their history, by the Stalin-Hitler pact, the Pclish people see the retreat of
the Naziagrmies as their opportunity to seize their national independence
from both imperialism and Kremlin rule. Urged on cynically by Kremlin
propaganda, the people of shattered Warsaw rise in revolt as the Red Army
approaches the Vistula (1944), But Stalin fears an independent Poland forged
in revclutionary battle against Nazi oppression. He gives the order for the
Red Army to halt its advance, and await the crushing of the vanguard of the
Rlish national movement - and the flower of its proleta.rxat, which is evid-
mevxtably in the van of the uprxsmg.

Not for the first time, Hitler's armies do Stalin's work in crushing the
Warsaw proletariat and the Polish national movement., COnly when the Polish
capital is in ruins, and 2C0O, CCCQC of its insurrectionary population butchered,
does Stalin give the Red Army the order to resume its advance - with the
puppet regime of hand-picked Stalinists whom the Kremlin permitted to
survive the party's official liquidation in 1938 in its baggage train. Already
by the summer of 1944, the outlines of the East European overturns of the
early post-war period are being defined. First comes the initial impulse

of the Red Army, its military successes being the direct outcome of the
incredible loyalty of its soldiers, and the entire working class, to the
conquests of Cctober., Then comes the response of the massesunnder Naki
rule to this impulse. The weakening and retreat of the Nazi oppresscrs
gives them new hope. They take to arms, begin to secretly rebuild their
traditional organisations, The national issues become intertwined with the
movement of the proletariat towards political re~birth and pwwer.

Because by virtue of its geographical position and historical tradition,
Poland finds itself once again struggling for its national independence against
both a lesser Stalinist and a greater imperialist evil, it contains within it
the elements of both the social and the political revolution, The Warsaw
uprising is an attempt by the masses to overthrow Nazi domination before
the Kremlin can consolidate its own bureaucratic rule, Each in his own way,
Hitler and Stalin appreciate the threat posed by an independent Poland,
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created in revolutionary struggle with the proletariat at its head., The Polish
national movements opens the era of the political revolution in the sense that
implicitly it challenges the right of the Kremlin to impose its own pobitioal
system on the peoples of Eastern Europe, in accordance with the secret
agreements concluded with the leaders of the allied imperialist powers.
Yugoslavia is passing through the same process, but here the Kremlin is
powerless to intervene militarily, The class logic of the movement unleashed
by the initial resistance to Nazi domination will, in 1948, break through to
the level of a challenge to the. domination of the Kremlin over the buffer
states. Despite the Stalinist origins of the Tito leadership, the break with
the Kremlin in 1948 expresses, in a masked perverted form, the political
revolution, And as stated, the origins of this process begin with the world
turn in 1943, : * L

The same progresaion of events takes place in Slovakia, which with the Nazi
occupation of Cgechoslovakia in 1939, was established as a puppet fascist
regime under the anti-semitic Priest Father Tizo, In 1944, the Slovaks
stage a national uprising as the Red Army approaches, but as in Poland, the
Kremlin rides rough-shod over the national aspirations of the Slovaks by
re~creating the old, entirely artificial state of Siechoslovakia under Czech
hegemony. It will take 2C years longer than in Yugoslavia for the repressed
national movement to surface again, but revive it will, under the leadership
of DbtkiecBubcek wing of the C.P, » 8 faction that will draw most of its support
from the Slovaks both within the party and without. Indubitably, the national
question is not a supplementary factor in the political revolution, but one of
its main motor forces. And, as in Poland (1956, and again in 1968 and
1970-71) and Yugoslavia, the initial thrust towards the political revolution is
generated in the course of the very first stages of the revolutionary upturn
that begins in 1943, v ‘ :

War

The war shakes up not only the social and political structure of its imperialist
participants, victors and losers alike, but the USSR too. In ways that will
not become evident until some time after its end, the war exerts such strains
upon the Stalinist apparatus that the masses are able to snatch.a modicum of
political independence from the Kremlin where and when the opportunity
presents itself, or grim necessity demands it in order that the USSR survive
the initial disasters of the Nazi invasion, In Leningrad, citadel of the
Cctober Revolution, stronghold of the Zinoviev 'new opposition!, the old
traditions of workers' democracy begin to re-assert themselves in the
course of the city's nearly three year long seige, Cut off from direct Kremlin
rule, the hard-pressed party apparatus leans on the workers in order to

save its own neck from the Nazi invaders., The long-bureaucratised Soviets
begin to assume some genuine responsibilities for administration. The
apparatus, unable to invoke the full weight of the Stalinist terror machine, has
to rely to a limited degree on the initiative, inventiveness and loyalty to the
revolution of the masses. The same basic process unfolds in those occupied
regions of the USSR where partisan units establish close links with the lccal
population, Even in the rest of the USSR, with the survival of not only the
USSR, but the bureaucracy, at stake, Stalin ceases the terror of the mid and
late 193C's. Party supervision of literature is slackened, religion is more
readily tolerated (with an obvious preference for the loyalist Russian
Crthodox Church). But the war also gives an impulse to the inevitable
centrifugal tendencies produced by Stalin's repressive nationalities policy.

Six entire national minorities are deported in this period from European
Russia and deposited in the wastes of Soviet Asia, All these events and
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processes, even if in their first stages of evolution and crystalisation, are
components of the political revolution, and march in step with the revolu-
tionary upturn throughout the world and especially, the rest of Europe,
After the war, Stalin will, in stages, attempt to clamp the lid down again,
The war literature is sharply attacked for failing to stress the 'leading role
of the party' in the partisan and Red Army battles., ('The Red Guard!' by I
Fadeyev is a classic instance of this attempt to re-write the history of the
war from the standpoint of the Kremlin - the author portrays with far too
much sympathy - and accuracy -~ the independent mobilisation cof the masses
and youth in the war, and consequently, had been implicitijty critical of

the party's paralysis, Fadeyev has to re-write entire sections of his novel
to placate his critics, and assist the bureaucracy in its drive for post-war
'normalisation’),

The Leningrad Affair

The aftermath of the Leningrad seige comes a little lates when the local
party leadership suffers an enormous purge - the so-called !'Leningrad
Affair' (1949). The purge cuts deep into the party rank and file - cbviously
that section which has been most closely linked with the wartime mobilisaticn.
1¢:0, COO party members - 1C O,CCO are rounded-up in one night, The top
party chiefs - Kuznotzcv and Voznesonsky - are executed on framed charges
of seeking to restore capitalism, whereas in reality, they have simply
advised that instead of brute coercion, production should be increased by
means of 'material incentives' - i, e., higher wages for more work, This
purge falls within the period of the Tito break, and the purge of real,
suspected or imagined Titcites in the rest of the buffer states, and is
certainly a component of the international crisis of the Kremlin brought on
by the drive towards the political revolution in these countries, But once
again, like the Yugoslav break, and the later turns in E, Germany, Poland,
Hungary and then, in 1968, Czechoslovakia, this crisis has its own internal
logic and driving force, one which derives from the resiliance of the Soviet
workers, their will and ability to defend the gains of (‘ctober despite and if
needs be against the counter-revolutionary apparatus, And this movement
originates like its counterparts in East Europe, in the turn of early 1943,

This new wave of radicalisation grips Germany in basically the same fashion
as all the other countries of Europe, whether in the axis bloc, or the allied,
Even when the Nazi empire stretches from France to the Volga, the class
struggle proceeds in a hidden, molecular form inside the heart of the seem-
ingly triumphant Third Reich. Heroic workers risk almost certain torture
and death in their attempts to maintain the underground skeleton structure
of the old Labour movement. Both parties - SPD and KPD - maintain an
underground cell system that despite constant arrests, executions, penetra-
tions by the Gestapo and betrayals, preserves in an extremely tenuous form,
the continuity of the class organisation of the German proletariat, Those
tiny cells rapidly become the nuclei of the re-built German labour movement
with the collapse of the Third Reich, (Though it is important to ncte here
that just as in Portugal after the April, 1974 coup, so in Germany in 1945
the British Labour Party - and the TUC - play a key role in assisting in the
re~-building of the SPD and the free trade unions),

PN o d &> s .




- 25 -
Strikes

Not even the #ightly screwed lid of Himmler's S,S, and Gestapo can prevent
the open outbreak of sporadic strikes. Although immediately crushed, with
the instant execution of the leaders, those strikes testify not only to the
immense courage of the German proletariat, but its revival as the war draws
to its close. This revival is, of course, muffled and partially chocked not only
by the security apparatus of the Third Reich, but the Churchill-Roosevelt-
Stalin strategy of unconditional surrender, and its political complement, the
'collective guilt! of the German people for the crimes of Nazism. Allied
war aims serve as a ffift from heaven for Gecbbels! propaganda machine,
Defeatist currents in the masses are therefore arrested in their earlisst
stages - but they nevertheless exist, The 'July Plot!, falsely characterised
by Stalinist and Western publicists alike as the inspiration of an oftifer
corps anxious to avcid suicidal destruction in a lost war, testifies to the
BXISYERGCH OF Svti> Nd¢l kcutaent in the masses. KPD and SPD activities

as well as former trade union officials, are deeply involved in the coup prep-
arations. It is they who are ascribed the role by its military organisers of
mobilising the workers against the Nazi regime once Hitler has been killed.
The Stauffenberg wing of the military faction looks to the USSR, and not the
imperialist west, for economic and social inspiration in the work of post-
Hitler reconstruction. There is no doubt whatsoever that had the officers!
coup proved successful in its initial aim of toppling the Nazi chiefs, the
masgses would have surged forward into the breach, just as 3C' years later,
they did in Portugal, when the Spincla faction custed the fascist regime of
Caetano,

Gerfnanx

It is fear of such an upsurge in Germany, the strategic heartland of Eurcpe ~
they key, as Trotsky called it, to the international situation - that drives
forward the plans of the allies to grip Germany in a vice, to reduce it to the
status of a semi-colony, once the war is over, The division of Germany

into four zones is agreed before the Nazis are defeated. Meanwhile, Stalin
prepares his own apparatus to rule that part of Germany allotted to the Kremlin,
Cld army officers captured in battle, headed by Field Marshal von Paulus,

are easily converted to Stalinismwhich they probably see as a Slav mutation
of '"Prussian Socialism', The 'Free Germany Committee', sporting the
colours of the Hohenzollerns, functions as Stalin'!s right arm in re-introducing
elements of the bourgeois order into occupied Germany, Again, this is a
pre-emptive move against the movement towards political independence by

the German proletariat - and hence, the political revolution in the USSR

itself. As in Poland in 1939, and again in 1944, so in early 1945, the

approach of the Red Army gives an initial, or rather, mcre accurately, an
accelerating impulse, to the class struggle in Eastern Germany. Cenuine
workers' councils - anti-fascist committees - spring up from the underground,
workers chase the hated Nazi bosses and their security forces cut of the big
plants. Red Flags, hastily dyed, hang out of windows as the Red Army's
tanks roll through the industrial heartland of central Germany towards Berlin,
An'identical process is under way in the west of the country. Workers!
councils appear in Hamburg, Cld SPD and KPD activists at once begin to
renew old pre-Nazi contacts and to make plans to re-build their shattered
organisations, The revolutionary wave has reached Germany. So Stalin

moves ruthlessly against it, The Clbricht-led team of German Stalinists,
who arrive in Berlin in the wake of the Red Army, have as their first task,
not the purging of Nazis, but the winding-up of the workers' councils, the
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anti-fascist committees, which at once begim to assume the role of
improvised organs of power in the liberated areas. In their places are
established administrative bodies appointed from above by the Red Army
command, staffed by trusted Stalinists, a sprinkling of cld SPD function-
aries and a sizable contingent of old bourgeois politicians and clergymen,
Throughout Germany, the moven ent towards revclution is arrested, not
only by the physical presence of the occupying forces, but the division of
the country into four zones.

S, P, D, .

Working-class organisation across zonal borders is forbidden, preventing
the workers from re-building, at a national level, their organisations
destroyed in 1933, Yet despite these obstacles the German proletariat does
make gilant strides in this direction. By the time of the first elections in
the Western zone in 1949, the two workers' parties - SPD and KPD - secure
35% of the total vote, 4% more than the main capitalist party, the 0.D, U,
And some of the strongest centres of the SPD especially lie in the Soviet
zone, where in 1946 the SPD is forcibly merged with the KPD. However,

the German bourgeocisie and the Allies regard the loss cf the East as a small
price to pay for the division and disruption of what is potentially the mcst
powerful and politically advanced prcletariat in Europe. The division of
Germany is the necessary condition for checking the movement towards

the United Socialist States of Europe, with the pclitical revolution in the
USSR as one of its eseential components. From this time one, each forward
surge of the revolution in Europe will come hard up against the counter-
revolutionary structure imposed on the continent in 1945 by the Kremlin and
the imperialist allies, It is, and will remain, the central and permanently
operating afactor in the joint counter-revolutionary strategy of imperialism
and Stalinismm.

In Asia, the clash between the two imperialist camps provides the cclonial
peoples with a series cf openings, In India, a wing of the Congress Party
refuses to collaborate with the British was effort against Japan, Strikes and
civil disobediance begin to assume a mass character (1942 onwards). The
Indian Stalinists, egged on by their colonial masters in the CPGB, finger
Indian nationalist militants to the British authorities. The national movement
is only finally arrested by the policy of 'divide and rule’ - the partition of
1947 - and the collaboration in this policy by the Indian bourgeoisie.

In China, the national war against Japan contains within it the embryo of the
social revolution against the Chinese landlords and capitalists, Though held
in check by the Mao leadership of the CPC, the revolutmnary upsurge
generates enormous power as the war draws tc an end. A massive strike
wave - the first since the second revolution of 1925-1927 - rolls through
KMT-held China. The overthrow of capitalist rule in China is ar immediate
possibility,

Far East

Similar national movements grow in breadth and depth in Indo-China, the
Philippines and the Dutch East Indies (later Indonesia), They have as their
immediate targets the removal of the Japanese occupiers. But whatever the
desires of their leaderships (important segments of which, supported or
penetrated by the Stalinists, seek the redoration of allied imperialist rule
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on annew basis) they present a threat to the former colonial powers
displaced by the Japanese conquests of the first years of the Pacific war.
Here too, as in the case of the political revolution in Eastern Europe, the
impetus generated in this initial period, despite the checks placed upon it

by the deal between the Kremlin and world imperialism, which reasserts
itself in later periods - the Indonesian war of independence (1948 -1949),

the Indo~-Chinese war against France (ending in 1954) and then the subsequent
struggles to evict its U,S, successors (ending in 1975).

Although it lies a little outside the period of the first upturn of 1943-1947,
the defeat of imperialism in mainland China (1949) is achieved on the basis
of the revolutionary energies released in this opening phase. Unlike the two
earlier pericds of revoluticnary upsurge (1916-1923, 1934-1937) nowhere,
except Greece, is there a partial, let alone sericus, defeat inflicted on the
working class. Cnly Spain and Portugal are visibly unaffected by this new
-radicalisation,

Leftism '

This world wide turn in the political situation, centred on Europe, also
provides the impetus for the re-establishment in France, of the central
leadership of the Fourth International (1944). It now operates on a political
terrain vastly different from that in which it was conceived and founded,
thoygh from the very beginning, its cadres almost without exception commit
the classic leftist error of failing to find the correct tactical forms and
expressions for their basically correct strategical conceptlons. This period

| of the first upturn, during which the re-established F,I, central leadership, anc
| and its sections, tended more and more to act as if they were already the

| leadership of the class, sows the first seeds of what will flower openly in

l 1951-1953 as Pabloism., But errors of tempo, tactics and perspective notwith-
' standing, the re-establishment of the Secretariat is a great step forward,
without which the naticnal sections and scattered cadres could not have
continued to function in an organised political fashion, What holds the Fourth
International back are not only the objective difficulties created by the war
and the consequent losses of cadres, but its failure to appreciate that unlike
the first revolutionary wave, when sizable segments of the workers rapidly
broke from the reformist and centrist leaders and went over to Bolshevism,
in this new upturn, the masses test out all over apain their traditional organi-
sations. The F.1, fails tc align its tactics with this deep-going desire in the
proletariat to rebuild and place in power the organisations destroyed or
weakened in and before the war by fascism and the period of reaction. Here
arise in all their starkness the quest:.ons of the united front and the workers'
and peasants' government. The F, I, fails to apply either the teachings of

the third and fourth congresses, or that section of the Transitional Programme
devoted to the problem of the workers' government. Leftist conceptions,
entirely alien to Trotskyism, thus show themselves to be deeply entrenched
in the organisation that, ironically, was born. out of a defeat only made
possible by the adventurist policies of the Kremlin in Germany. This Leftism
when its false perspectives begin to collapse by the time of the first check

to the revolutionary wave (1947-1948), will turn into its opportunist mirror
image. After a flirtation with Tito, Pablo will call for 'deep entry' into

the Stalinist parties, which are 'projecting a revolutionary orientation'

under the pressure of the war danger. To them is ascribed the task of
carrying through the revolution the F, I, wrongly believed to be its own.role

in the first period of the upturn, This oscillation from Leftism to opportunism
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recapitulates, in a strictly limited sense, the Zinovievist Left course of
1924 collapsing into the Stalin-Bukharin rightist course of 1925-1927, only
with the all-important exception that the 1924 Leftism arose in a real period
of .decline, whereas the F, I.' 's initial leftism is generated by a false tactical
appreciation of a genuinely revolutionary period. This period, enormously

rich in lessons for the vanguard, must be studied over and over again if we
are'nct to repeat the same and associated errors committed then by the
leadership of the F, I,

The Partial Check of 1947-1949

The high tide of this initial period of flow is reached in 1947, by which time,
under the pressiure of theted States imperialism (this is thevyear of the
Marshal Plan and the Trueman Doctrine) the Kremlin imposes its wholesale
nationalisations from above on the E. European buffer states, adapting not
only their pHlitical and military organisations, but their economics, to those
of the USSR, The old bourgeois politicians on which the Kremlin had lent
against the workers in the period of the revolutionary rise are now either
ousted, or stripped of all real power. The Kremlin also strikes out to the
left, banning or forcibly merging with its own apparatus all other workers!
parties (as in Hungary, Poland, E. Germany, Czechoslovakia), But although
physically liquidated, in nearly every case these parties will re-emerge in the
period of the rise of the political revolution as an integral component of the
political life of the workers of E. Europe. Although carried through in a
classic Iaeftist fashion, disguised as a blow against social democracy, this
move by Stalin is in reality yet another pre-emptive measure against the
ever-prcsent threat of an independent crystalisation of the proletariats of
the buffer states., If Stalin permits even in only one buffer state the legal
existance of a workers! party other than the C?, then it will become,
inevitably, a focus of proletarian opposition to the regime, and an example
that can invite imitation in other Kremlin-ruled states - including the USSR
itself,

Thus while the economic overturns, and the destruction of the last remnants

of the old political system in E, Europe, constitute a big gain for the working
class of those countries, and for the world proletariat, they have a condi-
tional character, being limited by the reactionary methods with which this
overturn is carried through - from above, by police-military measures

which exclude, and are indeed aimed against, the independent class action

of the workers. The crushing of all semblance of either bourgeois or workers!

- democracy in the buffer states likewise is an entirely negative product of

the overturns, and a necessary condition of the Kremlin's being prepared
and able to carry them through. They lower in the eyes of the workers of
all Europe, and indeed the world, the prestige of the Russian revolution,
in whose name these regimes quite falsely claim to act. Nowhere is this
more true than in E. Germany, where the regime, established by foreign
bayonets and tanks, rests on the denial of the German people's right to
national unity and self-determination. The horrors of the mass expulsions
of Germans from East Prussia and Silesia p approaching 15 million in all -
feeds the anti~-communist confusion and reaction in the west, The partition
of Germany is performing its allotted function of erecting a barrier to the
proletarian revolution in not only that country, but all Europe, -
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Buffer States

The buffer state overturns therefore mark at the same time a high point in
this first wave in Europe, and also its checking. The tempo slackens also

in the USA, where the strike wave peters out after the workers secure
substantial gains after long years of enforced sacrifice in the war, In Britain,
the Labour government, after the nationalisation of sectors of the infra- ;
structure, and the enactment of its social legislation, calls a halt to any more
radical measures (1948), Cripps succeeds in selling a voluntary wage freeze,
There are few signs as yet of a left swing in the ranks as a reaction to this
retreat at the top, And in Asia, the Labour government mobilises militarily
against the CP-led national movement in Malaya, which after years of bitter
fighting, is effectively crushed. Armed repressions are also launched in
Kenya. '

But in China, despite the decline of the strike and peasant movement of the

first upturj the Chiang regime begins to fall apart, partly through its own

internal corruption and decay. Taking care not to mobilise the workers in

the KMT-held regions, Mao's peasant-based armies drive Chiang from the

mainland (October 1949). Imperialism suffers a gigantic reverse in Asia,

one that matches easily its losses in E. Europe. Neither i# it a defeat that

Stalin can look upon without mixed feelings, for it poses a threat to the

Kremlints hegemony in the 'socialist camp’, (Stalin in fact advised Mao

against any attempt to seize power, just as he did Tito during the war, and

the Greek Party leaders a little later). The defeat of imperialism in China

changes the entire balance of forces in Asia, and consequently, at a world

level, The Korean War follows almost at once, in which U,S, imperialism

fails to redress in any sense this new balance, So in effect, despite partial

temperary stahilisation in Europe (which ends in the East in 1948 with the

Tito break), the class struggle gains new vantage points for the world prole- N

tariat in another area, This return to the uneven pattern established in the : ;

|

|

pre-war period of ebbs within flows, and flows within ebbs, will remain a
central characteristic of the class struggle from the late 194G's until now,
Cne of the factors contributing to the unique shape of the curve of revolution-
ary ascent in the period 1943-1947 is the imobilisation of the military forces
f¢ world imperialism, Not only are the axis forces shattered by 1945.

The forces of the victorious imperialist powers were inhibited from taking
firmer action in Europe and elsewhere not so much by legalistic and other
material factors as the political consciousness of the rank and file soldiers,
who had been themselves radicalised by the war and their experiences in it,
British servicement vote overwhelmingly Labour in 1945, while G, 1. 's
demonstrate all over the world to be brought back home to the USA. Those
armies are morally and politically incapable of ﬁght‘ing large~-scale counter-
revolutionary wars in Asia or Europe. Hence the strategic importance of the
Kremlin's intervention on the side of the status quo in world politics,

without which imperialism could never have preserved its dominance.

The Political Revolution Begins - 1948-1953

Stalin's clamp down in E. Europe co-incides with a temporary stalemate in

the West ( ejections of Stalinists from coalitions in Belgium, France and Italy,
integration of W. Germany into the imperialist system etc.). The Cominform
is founded in 1947 to secure tighter control over the buffer states and the

major western CPs, Less than a year later, the one CP that had carried
through its own revolution without cutside aid from the Kremlin (indeed, against
its instructions) breaks from the 'Soviet bloc!. The 'two camp! theory
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promulgated by Zhadanov is openly defied and threatened by Yugoslavia's
defection from the Cominform. And here, too, the proletariat on which
Tito based his partisan units in the anti-Nazi struggle carries the main
burdon of the struggle against Stalin, Leaning on the workers, but only
after the break with Stalin, the Tito leadership institutes its policy of
'workers self-management', which involves making a series of far-reach-
ing concessions to the workers in the day to day running of industry.
Although regulated from above, a genuine political discussion begins in
the CP and the country as a whole on the nature, origins and role of
Stalinism. And naturally, the Kremlin replies by accusing Tito of being
simultaneously an ex-agent of the gestapo, a Wall Street spy, and ...

a Trotskyist,

Stalin's reply to the Tito break, with all its political implications, is to
stage a series of show trials of 'Titoites’ in the buffer states., Not one of
them escapes the purge, Top party leaders are arrested on trumped-up
charges of spying for the imperialist powers and links with western social
daemocracy,'Tito, and the Fourth International. All confess, and are either
sentenced to long jail terms,; or executed., The prisons are filled tc over-
flowing. In the midst of this purge, the Kremlin orders a néw adventurist
turn in economic policy, with forced collectivisation, and crazy targets for
industry. The peasants and workers are driven to breaking point as the
Kremlin vainly attempts to make the 'socialist camp' economically self-
sufficient. The political counterpart to this economic isclationism is
Stalin's campaign against 'cosmopolitanism!, which begins in the USSR,
but which spreads quickly to the other buffer states. Not only in politics,
but art and science, the Kremlin attempts to sever all the blcc's links with

the rest of Eurcpe - again in conformity with the strategy that produced the 1
Potsdam agreements. The first stage of this campaign, based on the ¢
theory of 'two camps!, and not two classes, is guided by Stalin's 'cultural’ t
advisor, Zdhanov, 'Cosmopolitan!, anti-Russian tendencies are detected t
in novels, poems, symphonies, genetics, linguistics, cybernetics, painting, :
historiography, philosophy ~ in fact in every domain of human activity. t
Other associated heresies also emerge at this time, reflecting the deepen-~ L
ing opposition to Stalin's repressive nationalities policy. 'Bourgeois t
nationalist' deviations are unearthed in the music of national minorities!' 1
composers (Khachaturlan) literature and history writing, The omnipotent a
and super-centralist tendencies in the Bonapartist regime of Stalin reach A
undreampt of Byzantine propertions. But they are not the projection of H
the cult or will of one man, but the defensive response of the apparatus H
(which in turn delegates, in true Bonapartist fashion, all political decisions qt
tc a single arbiter), to the manifold threatsto its tule that are being genera- v ag
ted below. The slightest cpening, be it in thefield of music or even more ,

abstract spheres, might be seized upon by the masses as an avenue of T
approach to the political revolution. This Stalin knows, He takes good care '"T
to stop up all the gaps, no matter what the cost. ' d?

o

Writers re
Cn a less rarified plane, strident attacks are made on writers who fail to far;
'say yes to life! by embellishing grim Stalinist reality in accordance with the ‘
police art doctrine of 'socialist realism', 'Positive heroes' and 'no conflict! . Be
situations are obligatory for those writers who wish to see their work Th
published. The whole apparatus of official Soviet 'culture' is mobilised to lin]

crush any incipient crystalisation of independent thought in any field whatso-~
ever, This last period of Stalin's rule raises to their apogee all those

R




- 31 -

traits of totalitarianism that Trotsky initially detected and analysed in his
writings on the USSR in the period of the thermidorian degeneraticn. But
now the contradiiiion between the regime and the property relations is far
more 2:te even than in Trotsky's day., And in its turn, the growth of the
pro<. .“ve forces has generated a vast working class which despite its
atorriza*ion, wtill manages to exert an increasing pressure, through its
rolz i~ nroduction and the planned nature of the economy, on the bureau-
crac”. Twven the top summits of the apparatus feel compelled to bend to
this ;r:3nure by periodic demagogic attacks on bureaucracy, mismanage-
ment, ciumsy interference in the arts by the party, insensitivity to the
needs of the workers etc, As Stalin's death approaches, it is evident that
the crisis within the apparatus cannot be contained much longer, and the
same proves to be true for its agencies in the buffer states.

Doctors Plot

This phase of the Kremlin's campaign against the growing threat of political
revolution reaches its barbaric climax with the so-called 'doctors' plot!,

in which a group of leading Soviet doctors, most of them Jews, are arrested

on frame-up charges of attempting to poison prominent Stalinist officials
(January, 1953), Also at this time, Stalin considers a plan to deport the

entire population of the Ukraine and re-settle it with Russians, The
persecution of the Jews approaches pre-1939 Nazi proportions. Chauvinism, an
anti-semitism, anti-intellectualism, more mass purges and show trials,
hermetic isclation of the 'socialist camp! -~ those are the Kremlin's answers

to the ever-deepening crisis of the Stalinist regimes.

Stalin's death in March 1953 therefore dces nct create but rather accelerates,
the open political crisis that begins in that year. A factional struggle breaks
out inside the Soviet leadership, and the group headed by Malenkov and Boria
temporarily wins out, with its policy of making tactical concessions in both
the USSR and the buffer states, and by re-opening talks with imperialism,
The immediate result is a sudden change of leaders and policies in most of
the E. European states - i, e. Nagy returns to the government in Hungary.
The masses sense the turn, and the rifts in the apparatus. They attempt

to force their own demands through the gaps in the state and party machine,
They succeed in taking advantage of the temporary disorientation of the
apparatus caused by the death of Stalin and the change of tactics in the Kremlin,
A short cultural 'thaw' begins in Mcscow, which has its counterpart in
Hungary, and at a more discreet level, in scme of the other buffer states,
Hints are made of a raprochment with Tito, which at cnce raises the

question of the unequal relationship of all the buffer states with the Kremlin
against which Yugoslavia successfully rebelled. '

The prospect of such a detente alsc places a question mark against all the
'Titoite' frame-~up trials, This new turn is therefore fraught with possible
dangers for the Kremlin and its client regimes, even though some easing

of the Stalin terror is a dire necessity for econcmic as well as political
reasons. The turning point comes in Germany, where the submerged
processes of the previous decade break through to the surface in spectacular
fashion,

Beria-Malenkov

The new turn in the Kremlin leadership struggle, itself revolving around the
linked problems of how to head off the threat of political revolution, and
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establish more stable relations with imperialism, throws the E, German
Stalinist regime into crisis. Rumours abound of the Beria-Malenkov
faction preparing to 'neutralise' E. Germany as a means of proving its
good faith to the imperialists. In the ranks of the workers, this is seen in
another light, as a possible opening to begin the struggle for the withdrawal
of Soviet troops from the Eastern Zone, and the reunification of the nation
through free elections in all Germany. Without doubt, the crisis in the
Kremlin feeds the political radicalisation of the E. German workers, and
deepens the crisis of the Ulbricht regime. Flashpoint in fact occurs when
the Ulbricht regime, in the wake of making a range of concessions,
economic and political, to the middle class and medium property owners,
imposes increased work-norms on wide sections of the working class, Cn
17th July, after smaller demonstrations and strikes the previous day by
construction workers in E, Berlin, revolt flares up all over the Zone, It
is crushed so quickly that there is no time for the workers to construct

the workers! councils that were built in the course of the Hungarian
Revolution three years later, But the political demands of the workers
demonstrate not only the revolutionary direction and content of the uprising,
but also underline the strategic importance of the national-democratic
components of the political revolution. Among the most popular demands raised
by the E., German workers are not only those for a reduction of the work
norms, and an end to the slave driving methods of the Ulbricht regime, but
the withdrawal of Soviet troops, the abolition of the zones, free elections
throughout Germany, and for the legalisation of the banned S, P,D, ©n the
workers! march through E. Berlin on 17th July, the slogan is changed -
'Neither with Ulbricht nor Adenauer, but united under Cllenhauer'
(Adonauer is the right wing C.D.U, Chancellor of West Germany, Cllenhauer
the S, P, D, leader). Ulbricht may have ""solved! the problem of the SPD

in the East by his shot-gun fusion of 1946, but it rears its head again in
1953, as the workers seek an organisational vehicle for the political demands,
The SPD proves itself to be the party of all the German working class,
Soviet zone included.

East Berlin

This uprising is not only the product of the crisis in the Kremlin and the

buffer states, however. It alsc expresses the nenewed upturn in the class

struggle in Western Europe. In West Germany, throughout the late

forties and early fifties, the SPD and the trade unicns have been mobilising

hundreds of thousands of workers against allied plans to re~militarise

Germany, to annexe the western zone as part of the U.S. anti-Soviet alliance,

Huge rallies of workers against German re-armament and a series of

massive political strikes on the same issue testify that the workers reject

the partition of their country just as much in the Western zone as in the East.

The East German uprising consequently evokes enormous sympathy in the

Western zone, and in West Berlin especially, where the Allied military

authorities seal the border to prevent the infection from spreading, When

a group of workers escape to the Western sector of the city in order to

broadcast news of the uprising to workers in the rest of the Eastern zone

of Germany, the U.S. controlled radio network refuses them permission to |
give their report, Cfficial news broadcasts instead call upon the East ;
German workers to show restraint and 'demand only what is possible', The ;
Potsdam agreement is proving itself to be not only the central target of the 1
East German uprisings but its main obstacle. The Kremlin and imperialism 1
alike fear this revolutionary movement for German unification, even though
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it at no stage consciously raises sharply the social and economic content of
a re-unified Germany, Indeed one of the most dramatic and moving episcdes

in the revolt is the tearing down of the Red Flag over the Brandenburg Gate,
the ﬂag which for the East German workers has become a symbol of their
oppression by the Kremlin's occupying forces, In its place is hoisted the
flag of Berlin ~ the traditicnal bear - to rapturous cheering by the assembled
workers, Three years later in Hungary the Budapest workers will not only
haul down the statue cf Stalin that mocks their national oppression, but rip
out of the Hunganan national flag the five-pointed Soviet star. In both cases
Stalinist and imperialist propagandists w111/seizeupon these impassioned
acts against the symbols of Kremlin tyranny as proof cf the anti-communist
nature of these two rebellions, In reality they simply demonstrate that he
who does not understand the profoundly national-democratic content of the
political revolution is hopelessly lost, and will become, sconer or later,
trapped either by imperialism or by its Stalinist agency.

And this is in fact the fate of Pablo, '_Alr,eady committed to his policy,
advanced in 1951, of 'deep entry' into the Stalinist parties as they begin to
'project a revolutionary orientation'! under the pressure of the war danger,
he is compelled not only to play down and even deny the national-democratic
demands and content of the Fast German uprising, but claim that under the
pressure of the warkdzagius, Sizlinist regime and its Kremlin protectors are
making deep-going concessions, The comments and statements of the Fablo-
dominated Secretariat give undue emphasis to the economic demands of the
workers, and, after the revolt, to the fact that some of them are met in
part by the Ulbricht regime, This method has its own logic., It is precisely
the economic demands that the Kremlin is most prepared to meet, since
they do not, of themselves, place.in question the domination of the bureau-~
bracx. But the national-democratic' demands - withdrawal of Soviet troops
abolition of the zones, free elections in all Germany, legalisation of the SPD,
do. Thus Pablo now performs the function of a left pseudo-Trotskyist cover
for the counter-revolutionary role and actions of the Kremlin in crushing

the East German uprising, And bytthe same token he places the leading
bodies and apparatus of the Fourth International on the side of the Kremlin,
and, therefore, in the last analysis of the imperialistsa=the interests of
which it serves, against the crganic movement of the European proletariat
tower ds the sccial and political revoluticn and the United Socialist States of
Europe.

This is the outcome of Pablo's acceptance of the Zhdanov theory and

strategy of the 'two camps!', the division of the world, not into classes but

in rival blocs, Pablo's orientation towards the Kremlin 'bloc! as the motor
force of progress and world revolution (leaving in its train deformed workers!
states that will last for centuries) necessarily involves an acceptance,

post factum, dof the Potsdam agreements, the division of Europe and the
division of Germany, Neither is it only symbolic that the first revolutionary
challenge to this system should erupt at the heart of divided Europe and
divided Germany, in Berlin itself, the partiticn of which between the four
occupying powers was intended to be the capstone of the counter-revolutionary
deal between the Kremlin and imperialism to block the process, already in
moticn in 1943, towards the United Socialist States of Europe, From 1953

it will be correct to say that not only has the period re-opened of the struggle
for the realisation of the programme of the United Socialist States of Europe,
but that, ranged alongside the main counter-revolutionary agencies of the
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Kremlin and imperialism against it are those cadres of the Fourth
International who have gone over to Pablo-ism in all its guises,

Split

And this betrayal is symmetric, Scarcely has the East German uprising
been crushed than i I"»ance a strike in the routal services develops into

a movemen: generyd strike dimensions, i3 :trike movement coincides
and in fact is linked vwith, the deepening cri. ¢i French rule in Indo-China,
where the iibzyaiion forces are nearing vict.:'y, Here presents itself a
splendid oprport ' the Kremlin to prove :ta gratitude for the under=
standing chown Ly the loaperialists at the tim« of the Exst German uprising
the previons month, The Stalinist-controlled ©, G, T. brsaks the strike,
And just ac in tha care of the East German uprising, the Pui:ic.-itne come to
$he aid of ¢ S-aiinisie, When the expelled French majorily {now the CCI)
issues leailets in Romault denouncing the CGT leadership for its treachery,
the Pablo ~ites ccuutzr-uack with another leaflet, defending the CGT
leadership by claini:y that the CGT is a trade union, not a political party,
and therefore should not be attacked for failing to give political leadership
during a strike,

Cnce more the logic of Pablo's initial proposition that Stalinism could project

a revolutionary orisntation leads to capitulation, not only to the Kremlin,
but in this case dir: -ily to imperialism., These twin betrayals compel the
S.W.P, to make a szarp turn against Pablo, and the events are set in train
that will lead at the end of 1953 to the 'Cpen Letter of the Socialist Workers!

Party' and then, in early 1954, to the founding of the International Committee.

Just as in the case of the degeneration of the CPSU and the Comintern, the
crisis and then the split in the Fourth International is a product of historic
events and brutally sharp turns in the world class struggle., The specific
response of the cadres and sections to these events is, in its turn, shaped
to a large degree by the political methods which they have developed over
the previous years, Here national and other factors play their part. The
sum-total of all those elements in the crisis and split is a bloc ~ the
International Committee - the disparate and even contradictory components
of which will only reveal themselves by successive stages of and new sharp
turns in the world class struggle,

In the summer of the same year the Kremlin is then rocked by the first mass
revolt against its own rule - the general strike at the Vorkuta slave camp.
The crisis precipitated by the death of Stalin and the accompanying radical-
isation in the Scviet and Eastern European masses, has penetrated even into
the prison ccolonies of ihie far North and Siberia. Hurried decisions are made
to dismantle = puvt of the apparatus of horror built up in the last years of
Stalin's ruie, The procese is set in motion as a direct result of this revolt
of the Kremlin's slzves, of the release of millions of political priscners
(many of them Soviet soldiers captures by the Nazis, who were charged

and jailed for treason on thair return home) held in those giant colonies and
used as cheap labour for Stalin's grandiose construction schemes such as

the near-useless Volga-Don canal, Their return to eiwilian life, with their
horror accounts of life in Stalin's camps, their desire to put an end to police
terror, will act as a yeast, accelerating the fermentation already at work
amongst the Soviet youth, workers and intellectuals. The rise to prominence

of the former camp inmate Solzhenitsin as a leader of the dissident movement,
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as well as his justified fame as a writer, originates in this process which
began in 1953 with the East German revolt and the Vorkuta general strike,
and the partial retreat of the apparatus under the pressure that those
uprisings generated,

Khrushghey

1953 therefore marks a water-shed in several ways. In the USSR after the
shock of East Germany and Vorkuta the Beria-Malenkov faction cames
under attack from the 'intransigeants!, Beria is ousted almost at once
and executcd on the usual frame~-up charge of being an imperialist spy.
Khrushchev makes his initial bid for power as a 'hard-~liner!, an opponent
of the cultural 'thaw! and of Malenkov's policy of favouring consumer v
industry (an obvious attempt to placate the workers and collective farmers).
The down-grading and then the removal of Malenkov has its parallel in the
buffer states with a reversal to tougher policies and the ousting of leaders
associated with Malenkov's tactics (Nagy is sacked early in 1955), But
the new Khrus hchev-Bulganin team cannot impose the old Stalinist methods,
The previous phase, brief though it was, of easing, has generated an
independent momentum at every level of Soviet and Eastern European
society below the apparatus, So then comes the stunning about-turn of
1956, when Khrushchev delivers his secret report on Stalin's
crimes (or rather some of them) to delegates at the 2Cth Congress of the
CPSU, A new stage of the political revolution begins. 4‘

The simultaneous ceruption of the French General St rike and the East
German uprising testifies to the unity of the international class struggle,
which assumes different forms when refracted through the distinct and
unique national terrains and the two property systems of divided Europe.
But the inner unity of the political and social revolution is not to be mis-
taken for uniformity, any more than the former is to be understood as
merely a reflex and projection of the latter (after the fashion of Healy-ism,
itself riddled with Pablo-ite/ CORCePYONs  gegpite the split of 1953,

as well as stoong 'Third Period! and Left Communist admixtures), They
Proceed according to the law of uneven as well as of combined development -
Hungary and Poland will pass through revolutionary crisis while the
majority of the capitalist countries enter upon a period of partial stability,
on the foundations of the deep-going post-war boom.

But what gives strength to the movement towards the political revolution
in the USSR and the buffer states is, undoubtedly, the patent inability of
imperialism to inflict any serious or lasting defeats on the working class
of the major capitalist countries or on the masses in the semi~colonial
states. The USA is checked in Korea., The Chinese revolution, though
held in a firm grip by the Mao leadership, nevertheless continues to retain
the momentum it generated in the early post~-war period, In Britain,
although the Labour Party loses the 1951 General Election, it records its
highest-ever vote, At the same time, continued radicalisation of the

more advanced workers thrusts itself to the fore in the shape of Bevanism
and the beginnings of a slow change in the trade unions that will later bear
fruit with the rise of the left-wing current represented at the top of the
apparatus by Cousins and then Jones in the T&GWU, Scanlon in the AUEW,
and Daley in the NUM, Inthe USA McCarthyism fails to achieve one of its
aims, that of intimidating the trade unions, which cling on to the gains won
in the early post-war strike wave. The Fraench imperialists are defeated
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at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, Capitalist rule is rescued in that part of the world
only by the Moscow-Peking deal with the West at Geneva a little later. Then,
in the same year, the Algerian nation begins its revolt against French rule,
Africa becomes an arena of struggle against several imperialisms, British,
French, Belgian, Portuguese, with the US waiting in the wings to pick up
the pieces. In the same period, the Arab masses begin to intensify their
struggle against their own corrupt regimes (Egypt, then Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq) and the Zionist annexation of Palestine, In 1956, synchronised
with the Kremlin rape of Budapest @th November) comes the joint French-
British- Israeli attack on Suez, an operation that, unlike the Kremlin's
strangling of the Hungarian political revolution, does not have the full back-
ing of US imperialism, It ends in fiasco, and further deepens the crisis

of the Fourth Republic, and precipitates a new crisis in the Tory leadership
in Britain,

Japan

In Japan, whose strategic position in Asia stands in a similar relationship

to that of Germany in Europe, the working class has succeeded, by exploit-
ing the democratic manoeuvres of the US occupying forces, in re-building

its parties and trade unions banned for nearly two decades under the military
regime of Emperor Hirohito, It enters the international political arena

in this period by resisting attempts to involve Japan in a new imperialist
alliance against China and the USSR,

The Pablo~-ites deduce from this temporary easing of the class struggle in
Europe and the USA (the centres of the strongest workers' organisations)
and the emergence of what they wrongly called the ‘colonial revolution' in
Africa, Asia and latin America, that there has arisen a new 'epicentre!

of the world revolution., Thus, like all previous deviations from and
perversions of Bolshevism, Pab)o's new orientation arises from a false
appreciation of the processes and stages through which the world class
struggle must pass - it ebbs within flows, it flows within ebbs, and then
partial stabilisations, Pablo-ism originally arose on the basis of the
acceptance of the Kremlin and imperialism as the determining factors in
world politics, and consequently that within this framework the Fourth
International had to align itself with the 'Soviet bloc'. This was called 'the
new reality!, The partial ebb of 1947 was not seen as a stage in an overall
process of revolution, demanding new tactics in accordance with both it

and overall strategy, but understood instead as the starting-point of a

new strategy oriented towards world Stalinism, The method having been
established, Pablo now turns towards another 'new vanguard' - this time
the left-inclined elements in the leadership of the 'colonial revolution! - °
F.' L.' N, in Algeria, later Castro-ism in Cuba etc, etc, In reality, what
was unfolding in the 'third world' was not a classless 'colonial revolution!,
but the proletarian revolution in the colonies - the process of the permanent
revolution, which begins with democratic-national tasks, but can only solve
them and pass on to socialist construction under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, and at the level of world econcmic collaboration, Just as in the
case of East Germany, Pablo~-ism erects a barrier to this process. Here
too the adaptation is in the last analysis to imperialism, through the medium
this time of the petty-bourgeois nationalist leaderships,
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1956 - A New Stage in the Political Revolution

In 1955, the Kremlin, coming under the leadership of a Khrushohev faction
in its initial phase of seeking to impose a tougher regime both at home and
in the buffer states, establishes the Warsaw Pact. The high point of the
'Cold War' has long since passed (the Korean war ends in 1953, while the
Geneva Peace Conference, which imposed partition on Vietnam, has laid
the basis for an Asian Potsdam agreement), It is more than likely that
even as early as 1955 the Kremlin considers as its main enemy, not the
pressure of imperialism, exercised through NATO - for the USSR has by
this time developed the H-Bomb and is fast advancing its rocketry - but
the threat of the political revolution, which in East Germany and Vorkuta
became real,

The terms of the Warsaw Pact give to the Kremlin de juro recognition of
the right, which it already exerted, to station its troops on the soil of the
buffer states and tc subordinate openly the armed forces of these countries
to the Soviet High Command and the pclitical discipline of the Kremlin.
Comecon, the Soviet counterpart of the EEC and the economic equivalent of
the Warsaw Pact, also helped to tighten Kremlin control over the buffer
states in this period.

Warsaw Pact

The role of the Warsaw Pact, the existence of which and, therefore, the
functions of which, the WRP defends to this day, becomes starkly obvious
cnly a year after its foundation, First in Poland, then in Hungary, the :
Kremlin uses the powers given to it under the Pact, It intimidates the
workers moving towards the political revoluticn in Poland - a last-minute i
deal between the newly-appointed Gomulka and the Kremlin averts open
clashes - and physically crushes them in Hungary., We begantiiss resclution
by re-stating the basic axiom that Marxism is the conscicus expression of
the unconscious historic process. Marxism, as distilled, concentrated and
made concrete in the founding programme of the Fourth International, gave,
eigh!:een years before the event, the conscious expression to the unconscicus
process of the political revolution, In Poland, as in Germany three years f
before, the prelude to the open crisis is a split within the top-most levels of
the apparatus, The same process evolves in Hungary, at an almost identical
tempo, In its turn, this division in the national party apparatuses, driven
forward from below by the increasing pressure of the radicalised workers,
youth and intellectuals, is accelerated by an equally profound rupture within
the Kremlin, Having ousted Malenkov for his too 'liberal! concessions in
the USSR and the buffer states, and spending his first year of power seeking,
albeit cautiously, to revive some of the crudest methods of Stalin's last
years, Khrushchev performs an aboutsturn. He breaks from his thard-line! 7‘;
Stalinist allies, Moclotev, Kaganovich and others, who will be denounced at "
the 22nd Party Congress in 1961 as leaders of the sc-called 'anti-party!
group (the faction that unsucces sfully attempted to unseat Khrushchev in 1957,
after the tumultucus upheavals of the previous year, for which they held him
directly responsible - with a degree of justification).

unsuspecting delegates, is primarily a factional ploy. It is designed to
harness the growing anti-Stalinist current in the masses and even the lowest
levels of the party, to his own band-wagon. It also has undoubted pre-
emptive motives, But like all such manoeuvres, it gives added impetus to

[
For Khrushchev, h#s !secret speech!, which burst like a bomb-shell on the ‘
|
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the very process he is seeking to arrest, Then the speech is reported
back to local Party organisaiions, mesiings break'ilp in disorder, Leningrad
Univeraity is in ferment, All over the USSR students demand how and why
Stalin's crimes could take place in a couniry that claimed to be socizlist,
The questioning not oniy percolates down into the ranks of the industrial
working class but spills over into the varicus buffer-states. . There the
regimes are st’ll executing the hard line initiated by Khrushchev in early
1955 after the fall of Malenkov, The forme:: ang . ¢+t the alreadyadvanced
process of radicalisation in Hungary and Poland, which, unlike Yugoslavia
and East Germany, have not experienced any open manifestation of anti-~
Stalinist opposition, Yet ancther zig-zag is forced upon the Polish and
Hungarian regimes, this time in the direction of concessions to the masses,
In Hungary, the regime creates an 'official! opposition - the Potofi Circle -
which is intended to functicn as a safety valve for discontented intellectuals.
But like Krushchev's speech, this manceuvre becomes a vehicle for deepen-
ing the radicalisation, not only of the intellectuals, but the ycuth and workers,
They attend in their thousands lectures and debates on party policy and
cultural affairs that go on, in an electric and emoticnally charged atmosphere,
until the early hours of the morning, As a last ditch attempt tc head off
the approaching revolution, the Kremlin forces the old Stalinist butcher
Rakosi to stand down for Nagy. But this too only gives an added impetus to
the crisis, The revolution breaks out in Cctober, and after a tactical
retreat, is drowned in the blood of thousands of workers by the Red Army.
But not before, unlike E. Germany in 1953, the Hungarian workers throw up,
quite spontaneously, genuine organs of power - workers'councils - (soviets)
and a founded-out programme for the overthrow of the bureaucracy, the
defence of the nationalised economy, and the building cf a developed workers!
democracy,

Poland .

In Poland, the same process is under way, but is arrested by the Gomulka
leadership, Gomulka, expelled from the Polish CP for 'nationalist' and .
'social democratic' deviations during the anti-Tito purges, returns to the
leadership in the Autumn of 1956, after the workers' revolt of Poznan earlier
in the year (June, 1956) signalled the entry of the masses into Polish politics
for the first time since the Warsaw uprising of 1944, His reputation as an
anti-Stalinist martyr enables him to head off the independent crystalisation
of a council system of the type that arose in Himgary, though he has to veer
far to the left in the first weeks of his rule. He cannot prevent the rise cf
factory councils, which while not presenting a direct challenge tc his governs
ment - in fact, in its early days and even months it is a popular cone - do
express the movement of the proletariat towards class independence. They
will f)e;gradually wound up over the next two years, and their functions
usurped by the state-controlled trade unions.

In Hungary, the power of the workers! councils reaches its peak under the
heel of the Red Army, whose commanders are compelled to negotiate with
the democratic representatives of the Hungarian proletariat. Piecemeal,

the workers! councils are dismantled, their leaders arrested, and often
executed. A series of total general strikes rocks the Quisling Kadar regime,
but it survives with the backing of the Kremlin- and because of the relative
quiescence of the class struggle in the West, Cther=fundamental features
and trends in the political revolution as a component of the ‘Europea_.n
revolution come to the fore in the course of the Polish and Hungarian events,

ot
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Cne, that when confrontad with the actuvality of the political revolution, all
the froiizng of the ivtervasional Sialinis: movement close their ranks, from
Feilng t° ¥izly and Belgrade, idac, Tito, Ulhricht, Togliatti, Pollitt,
Thorez, Tvaitswrerinadits chergichdmghising of the KEoagarian workers, and
justifying the second Soviet intervention that crushes it. The biographer of

Trotsky, Deutscher, adds his voice to the chorus of slander against the
Hungarian workers, who are accused of following the load of fascists and
agents of imperialism, Secondly, the national-dermocratic issues come to
the fore powerfully, as they did in Germany in 1953, All tendencies in the
revolution unite in demanding not c¢nly the withdrawal of Soviet troops, but
withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact, a demand which is so popular that Nagy -
has tc acceade to it,

Tito-Gomulka

In Poland, Gomulka has the greatest difficulty in resisting similar demands,
Here, at a far higher level, is being expressed the movement towards the
revolutionary unification of Europe that lay beneath the break by the Titc
regime from the Kremlin in 1948, Then, one of the elements producing the
tension between the Kremlin and the buffer states had been the organic
tendency of the Balkan states to gravitate towards a federation - Dimitrov had,
at one stage, shortly before his death, hinted that this might provide the
answer to some of the national and economic problems of S, E, Europe.
Fearing that even a bureaucratically imposed 'federation’ might generate
independent political currents in the countries concerned, Stalin blccked the
plan, and intensified his drive tc subordinate all the Balkan states to the
Kremlin, The Tito break came almost at once. Now the Hungarian revolu-
tion raises again this same nationalities problem, only at a far higher level,
In Rumania, the Magyar (Hungarian) minority region is swept by a wave of
sympathy for the revoluticn, The reverberaticns are also felt in other buffer
states composed of various naticnalities - Czechoslovakia, with its Slovak
and Ukranian minorities, Yugoslavia, with its Croat, Albanians (Kosovo)
Slovenes, Bosnians, Macedonians, Montonogrins as well as dominant

Serbs¢ Bulgaria, with its Macedonian minority (which spreads over into
Greece, posing again the question of the unity of the social and political
revolution) and the USSR itself, neariy half of whose pcpulation'is made up
of naticnal minorities, V/ith the renewal of the pélitical revolution in Pcland
and Czechoslovakia in 1963, and again in Foland in 197C -1971, the national
question will increasingly come to the fore as an issue which unites the anti-
bureaucratic struggles in every one of the deformed and degenerated workers!
states, and then in turn with the countries of W. Europe, where the national
question has also loomed larger as the capitalist crisis has become more
profound and the struggle of the working class has ascended to hijher levels
of consciousness and intensity. The national question, left unresolved in sc
many regions of Europe from the pericd of the great bougecis revolutions,
and augmented by three attempts to impose an imperialist order on tie
continent (Versailles, Third Reich, Potsdam), thus demonstrates itself to

be at the very heart of the movement towards the united socialist statescbf
Burcpe.

Partial Stabilisation - 1955-196Q@

The mid and late 1950's are years of stalemate in the global class struggle,

In Hungary, a defeat is indeed inflicted on the working class, but its conse-
quences gravely weaken the world Stalinist movement, and in certain countries
provide openings to Trotskyists to win new recruits., In Latin America, this
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period opens with a set-back - the overthrow of the Peronist regime by right
wing forces, But at the end of the decade, the Castrol leadership comes to

in Cuba, and embarks on a series of economic measures that expel all
imperialist interests from the island. In Britain, the Tories win two elections,
the second in 1959, by ICQ seats, In W, Germany, the SPFD swings steadily

to the right, and in 1959, ditches all references to socialism in its programme,
In France, in 1958, de Gaulle assumes power and builds his Bonapartist
regime, The events in the Arab world have already been referred to, There
is a rapid rise of political movements dominated by the local bourgeoisies
(Nasserism, Baath). Put it must be stressed that this period, although

a series
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7 leaderships carrying through the proletarian revolution, The signs of this
turning away from the programme of the F,I, are already visible in the
SWP before the end of the decade. The basis is, like Pablo's earlier capit~
ulation to Stalinism, the course of the world class struggle, its unannounced
; shifts of direction, tempo, ebb and flow which, if not clearly perceived and
the necessary tactical measures adopted, are ceriain to disorient the
vanguard and leave it exposed to alien class forces and the pressure of the
apparatuses, The next favourable conjuncture will then find the vanguard
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entangled in perspectives and alignments that render it powerless tc give 1

{ consciocus expression to the unconscious revolutionary process. This was o
? the fate of the Pabloite leadership, and today of the W, R, P, t
Co ' <
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The SLL as one of the three leading sections of the IC, correctly rejects this

turn away by the SWP from the task of constructing the FI in the advanced '
capitz.list countries, just as it rejects as a capitulation to Stalinism the P

theory advanc:d at this time by the SWP that 'ijberalisation' under Khrushcheve . it

had an internal logic that would carry it far along the road of the political ; B

: revolution (and this is after Hungary). But the British movement's response 1c
: contains the embryo of an opposite, but symetric error. The decision to T
‘\ launch the SLL in 1959 is not only a product of previously only latent sectarian -tk
; conceptions, but of the Healy leadership's false application of the principles A
of internationaliam. As early as 1961, it becomes clear that Healy has . St
substituted Britain for the 'third world! as the new epicentre of the werld ~ th
revolution, (the SLL Resolution 'World Prospects for Socialism'). By 1966 W

5 this national messianism is explicit - Britain will not only build the first Tl
I mass Trotskyist Party, but have the first revolution, Cthers fired by the -
% British example, will then follow. In 1971, shortly before the split from the Tt
- CCI, Healy will go even further. The FI will only be built by starting from M
| the principle, newly disccvered by Healy, that the revclution will take place ar
‘ first in Britain, All the efforts and resources of the IC will therefore have to al

be devoted to the building of the SLL, which in Healy's thinking, is identical
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with the IC. The split that follows is inevitable, given Healy's ticireptance
of this 'national Trotskyist' conception, which originates, or at least, is
fertilised by, a one-sided appreciation of Pabloism, and a mechanical
reaction to the theory of epicentres, The world revolutionary process is not
uniform, Neither does it progress through schematic stages - first the
revolution in the advanced capitalist countries, then in the 'third world!, and
finally, when imperialist pressure on the USSR, China and the buffer states
has been eased, in the countries ruled by Stalinism. The actual course of
the world class struggle has been, is, and will be very different, The theory
- of permanent revolution does not state that the revolution must begin in the
advanced countries, This is a Menshevik conception, Neither does the
political revolution necessarily arise as a response to upsurge in the class
struggle in the west. What the theory of the permanent revolution does say
is that whatever the combination of stages and ebbs and flows of the world
revolution, they key to the solution of all the basic tasks facing the oppressed |
peoples of the 'third world!, and the workers and other strata dominated by ‘
the Stalinist apparatus, lies in the advanced imperialist countries, But the
precise order and combinations through which the unwinding of these
problems progresses cannot be laid down in advance, as first Pablo, and
then Healy attempted to do.

Zinovievism

Both Pabloism, and Healyism (its younger cousin) contain an element that
was present in embryo in Zinovievism, and flowed to full bloom under
Stalinism - namely the attempt to impose on the vanguard, and through it, :
on the class as a whole, a schematic conception of the development of the
class struggle. The real relationship of Marxism tc the material world ia \
thus inverted (as indeed it has been in theory in Healy 'philosophy! - the
ideological refraction of the apparatus conception of history and the party).
Instead of Marxism being the conscious expression of the unccnscious process
of history, history is the projection of the plans and pblicies of the would-be
Marxists. Likewise, instesd of the class expreuing itself at a higher level '
through the vanguard, and the vanguard through the party, the party - and f
first its 'cadre' (the apparatus) expresses itself through the vanguard and

the vanguard through the class. CQut of this idealist, in fact almost solipsist,
conception - a subjective perversion of the statement that the crisis of
mankind is reduced to the crisis of proletarian leadership - has arisen the’
notion, which masquerades as Leninism, that the task of the party s to ‘
'fight the working class' and not, therefore, to give conscious expression and
political direction to the struggle of the workers against the bourgeoisie and

. its bureaucratic agencies in the workers' movement, This travesty of
Bolshevism (based on a false interpretation of ""What is to be Done') will
later be developed to even more absurd lengths by the W,S, L., with
Thornett's theory of 'minorities!, It is important, even vital, to understand
that the seeds of these utterly false conceptions, and methods of building
revolutionary organisations, although sown in an earlier period when -
Stalinism was in the ascendent, are nurtured, and come to full bloom, in

the period of partial stablisation of the world class struggle after the ﬁrat
wave of 1943 1947 had begun to ebb.

The eve of the new \;p-turn - 1961-1967

The next decade opens ‘with rumblings of an impending split between the
Moscow and Peking bureatcracies! It will emefge that inside eath apparatul
are not only factions that drive towards a split, but also elements that week

a limited agreement (Molotbv in Moscow, Liu in Peking), though the extent
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of their influence, and degree of commitment, will never become clear.
Each of the national ‘Stilinist parties is affected by the Moscow-Peking split,
though only in rare jA(:gr.‘sf'eﬁ (Brazil, New Zealandffdo the pro-Peking elements
win a majority, The basis.of the split originates in the increasing desire

of the Kremlin to reach a long-term world agreement with imperialism, one
that underwrites, and makes glohal, the deals of 1945 (Potsdam on Europe)
and 1954 (Geneva on Indo~China). Such an ggreement, concluded obviously
primatily with the USA, can only be reache'cj.bé{i the expense of the Chinese
Revolution, and of the anti-imperialist movement in the entire continent of
Asia, In return for isolating the Chinese Revolution, and containing anti-
imperialist struggles throughout Asia and the rest of fhe 'third world!, the
Kremlin hopes to secure large-scale western assistance for its ailing
economy, which is increasingly feeling the effects of low technology in key

industries, ‘and low ylelds in'agriculture,

China

By 1963, the confrontation is an open one, with Peking justly accusing Moscow
of selling out the anti-imperialist struggle in order to reach a deal with the
USA. For a short period - roughly up to 1964 - the Peking leadership revives
in a crude way some of the principles of Leninism against Khrushchev's
parliamentary road to sccialism (ironically first advanced by Mao's idol
Stalin in the early post war period) and his ultra-cpportunist interpretation

of Stalin's policy of 'peaceful co~existence!. At nc time does this challenge
to the Kremlin go beyond the bounds of 'left! Stalinisz. The theory of
socialism in one country is at no time questioned, whilst Khrushchev is denocunced
as Trotskyist for his 'liberal' cultural policy, and his 1956 attacks on Stalin's
crimes. Infact, Peking's polemics rapidly degenerate into a revived third
periodism, with the Moscow leadership being derided as 'social fascist!,

and the USSR characterised as a 'social imperialist! state. Also in the
traditions of the third period is the quest by the Mao leadership for an
alliance against the 'social fascist' main enemy, the Kremlin, with first the
lesser imperialist powers (France, Japan etc.) and then, towards the end of
the decade with the USA itself. This strategy of 'leaning to one side'! will be
crowned by Nixon's visit to Peking in 1972, ,

Intervening between the birth of this new turn by Peking, and its consumation,
is the 'cultural revolution', Stated briefly, the Cultural Revolution begins

as a factional struggle within the apparatus over a range of questions -
economic policy, foreign policy, the successicn to Mao, party-army relations
etc. But once the proletariat exploits the rifts and confusion in the
apparatus to press its own demands (beginning in a mass way with the
Shanghzi general strike of January 1967, against the Red Guard invasion of
the city), the Mao faction, or rather coalition, becomes the main agency
through the petty-bourgeois Red Guards and the PLA, for crushing the move
towards the political revolution, In this sense, the two main factions - L iuist
and Maoist - stand in the same relationship to one another and to the working
class, as did Nagy and Rakosi in Hungary, Gomulka and the "Natolin!' group
in Poland (both 1956) and Dubcek and Novotny in 1967-1968 in Czechoslovakia.
An indicator of the continued decay of Pabloism is that Maitan sees in the
most ultra-left faction in the Maoist bloc the emergence of a genuine
Trotskyist current in China, Neither is the IC immune from this entirely
false orientation, The SLL, under Banda's leadership, identifies the
Cultural Revolution with the political revolution, and Mac with Trotsky,

*Also Albania
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Cultural Revolution

The Workers! League of the USA actually defends the beating-up and hospital-
ising of SWP militants by Maoists (i. e. Stalinists) on the grounds that by
opposing the Cultural Revolution, the SWP has 'joined the White Guards!,
Clearly, the Pabloite virus has infected the IC, whilst within the U,S.E.C.,
the SWP has initiated a contrary turn back towards the positions that it
defended in the split of 1953, '

Signs of a new turn in Eurcpe come at the beginning of this decade. In Spain
the first large-scale strikes since the civil war break out in the mines of

the Asturias, This political re-birth of the Spanish proletariat will antinue
without serious checks right through the sixties until the death of Franco in
1975. The workers! commissions, and the skeleton structure of independent
trade unions, will be built on the basis of this powerful revival, In Germany
a new crisis erupts with the erection ‘of the Berlin Wall (August, 1961) and
the intensification of repressive measures against the proletariat in East
Germany, Yet in the USSR, after another reversion back to thard line!
Stalinism in the wake of the Hungarian and Polish upheavals (a phase that
lasts through to 196C ) Khrushchev performs yet one more zig~zag, this being
a new phase of 'liberalisation' initiated with the 22nd CPSU Congress in 1961,
This time, the 'thaw!' in the aris goes much further than in Malenkov's brief
tenure of office in 1953-1954, Young poets, writers, painters and sculptars
seize their chance to break out of the straight jacket of !'socialist realist!
police culture., Mass poetry readings attract tens of thousands of youth to
rallies entirely outside the control of the apparatus. The workers also

begin to mobilis in this period, actually staging strikes and even, in the

city of Novoch rkask, a violent insurrection against the local party and state
administration (June, 1962). The immediate cause of these strikes and mass
actions is usually food shortages and price intreases., But at once political
issues come to the fore with demands being placed directly on the CPSU
Central Committee, At Novoch rkask, the workers go ent. ely outside the
official trade union structure, and elect their own strike committee., Another
dement in this new crisis of the apparatus is the refusal of militiamen and
soldiers to fire on the unarmed demonstrating workers, ' ’

The national struggle in the USSR also begins to deepen at this time, with
not only the Ukranians to the fore, but the Crimean Tartars (deported in
the war to Soviet Asia, and denied the right to return to their native land),
the three Baltic nationalities, the German minorities, the various Asian
minorities, and although they do not constitute a nation, the Jews,

Cutspoken political leaders of these various movements become prominent
in this period - Grigorenko, ?akir, Litvinov, Solzhenitsyn being among the
best known, At this stage, the majority of these spokesmen use the idiom of
Leninism to advance their positions, and indeed, Yakir and Grigorenko can
be considered, with certain reservations, to constitute an emergent '"Reiss
faction' in the USSR, None of the oppositionists goes outside the framework
of the property relations established by the Cctober Revolution, even

though, as in the cases of Solzhenitsyn, Daniel and Sinyavsky, their social-
ism makes no claim to being Marxist-inepired,
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De Gaulle

In W, Europe, the French working class demonstrates that it has fully
recovered from the serious set-back of 1958 (de Caulle's assumption of power)
in the mineam's strike of 1963. Cnce again, the Stalinist-led CGT blocks
the movement by breaking the unity of the striking miners, thereby aiding
not only de Gaulle, but a Kremlin that sees in the French President's
anti-US manceuvres a means of pressurising the major imperialist power
into an agreement with the Soviet Union. This revival comes only a year
after a partial defeat for French imperialism in Algeria, where after having
fought the French Army to a standstill, the Pablo-supported FLIN leaders
conclude an agreement with de Gaulle that protects French economic and
military interests. The end of the Algerian war alsc brings to a conclusion
the series of political crises that have wracked the Fifth Republic since the
winter 1959-196C. Two attempted coups by an alliance of Colcusls and rebel
Army chiefs fail to prevent de Gaulle from carrying through his strategy of
military withdrawal from North Africa, one that depends on the ffacit
collaboration of the FLN, Nevertheless, the events of 1959-1963 demonstrate
the fragility of the Bonapartist structures of the Fifth Republic, and the
ability of the working class to explode them, 1968 will see this battle re-
joined at the level of a full revolutionary crisis. Belgium, its capitalist
class placed under economic strain after withdrawal from the Congo in
196C, is swept by a general strike (early 1961) that assumes pre-revolution-
ary dimensions. It equals the movement unleashed more than a decade
previously against the pro-Nazi King L.eopold,

In Greece too there is a steady revival after the betrayals and blood-lettings
of the early post war years, By 1964, the rightist regime has been compelled
to permit the previously banned CP to participate in elections., In 1965,
workers and youth take to the streets in their tens of thousands against the
Monarchy, which is blocking the rcad to the achievement of democratic
liberties, Then in April, 1967, only weeks before the elections that the
bourgeoisie fears will give a majority to the left and centre parties, the
colonels strike. Bourgeocis democcracy proves to be a luxury in backward
Greece - for the bourgeoisie,

In Britain, Labour wins the 1964 election by a narrow majority, ending 13
years of Conservative rule, The Tories experience a crisis of leadership .
and policy which is unresolved by the election of Heath in 1965, In 1966
Labour increases its majority to 1CC, In We. Germany the SPD continues
its gradual growth, winning enough new votes in the 1965 election tc
persuade the CDU to take it intc the ¢ government for the first time since
the fall of the Herman Mueller cabinet in 193¢,

Indonesia

But in 1965 there is alsc a terrible blow, far worse than any other struck
since the war, After the Maoist leadership of the Indonesian CP becomes
involved in an abortive coup by a group of army generals, a reign of terror
is unleashed on the couniry’s workers and poor peasants, At least one
million communist party members and sympathisers are murdered cver the
next year, and tens of thousands more thrown into concentration camps, The
powerful trade union federation S, 0. B,S. I. is banned, aslare all other
workers! and socialist organisations, This disaster, only made possible by
the adventurist-opportunist policies of the Peking leadership (they have
cultivated the closest relations with Indonesian President Sukharnc)
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considerably eases the pressure on US imperialism in the Pacific and S, E,
Asia. Inthe Middle East, imperialist-backed Zionism inflicts a serious
defeat on the Arab masses in the June, 1987 war.

There are also other defeats in this period, but not so serious or long-lasting,
There is a steady shift to reaction in Latin America after Castro's victory in
Cuba. The military seizes power in Argentina, Brazil, and Bolivia, though
in no case is it able to use its positions of power to do to the workers!' move-
ment what was done in Indonesia., In Chile, there is a shift to the left, where
the workers' parties combine to nearly win the Presidential elections against
the Christian Democrat Frei (1964). In197C, they will in fact do so.

Africa is the arena of some of the bitterest struggles in the colonial world,
Civil war erupts in the Congo after the sudden withdrawal of Belgium, while
in the same year (196C) South African police murder more than 6C Blacks
at Sharpeville, In several cther African states, however, the imperialists
effect a transition to bourgeois nationalist regimes without serious upheavel
(Nigeria, Kenya, Zambia),

In the USA, the trade unicns are still able to secure rising wages for the
majority of their members without the mass actions of the CIC pericd, or

the early post war period. US capitalism is still able, because of its immeanse
wealth, to retreat tactically on the wages front at home., But other, associated
issues come to the fore in this pericd in an explosive way. The black struggle
against segregation in all walks of life, and for jobs, better pay and living
conditions, become a central factor in the American class struggle., Demo-
cratic issues, unresolved either by the Revolution of 1776, or the civil war

_a century later, now beccme components of the proletarian revolution., The

theory of the permanent revolution expresses the necessary course of the
class s'truggle in the world's most advanced imperialist ccuntry, nc less than
it dces the struggle of the Vietnamese peoples against US imperialist oppress-
ion. Also in this period, oppositicn to the Vietnam war begins to assume a
mass character in the USA, as well as in other imperialist countries, indicat-
ing the important and highly symptomatic shifts that are taking place at every
level of the petty-bourgeocisie on a world scale. In reality this is an express-
ion of the growing political instability of the period, and therefore of the
intensification of the class struggle on a world level. The Pabloites never-
the less see in this new petty-bourgeois radicalisation the vehicle of a 'new
vanguard' that can substitute itself for the proletarian vanguard, This anti-
Leninist conception will fully mature in the wake of the events of 1968, but

it is already clearly visible in the earlier years of the decade,

No Clear Trend

This pericd (196C -1967) is a highly contradictory cne, There is no clear
trend at work on a world scale - defeats are followed, and balanced by
advances, and vice~-versa. But the accumulating tensicns in the USSR, the
USA and China, and rapid shifts in countries such as areece, and in Latin
America, the upturn in France, Britain and W, Termany, and the first
serious crisis in the leadership of the 6zech CP towards the end of 1967, all
point towards a new breakthrough,

It will come in 1968,
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1968 - The Post-War Watershed

1968, it is generally understood, is the year of the turn. However, on its own,
this phrase is meaningless, or alternatively one can put several meanings into
it, It is therefore necessary to state clearly, in analysing the turn of 1969,
what it was a turn from and what it was a turn into. The first section of this
document has attempted to indicate the main line of the class strusrzle in the
years that preceded the simultaneous eruption of the social revolution in
Western Europe and the political revolution in the East. The year 1968 was
both prepared and anticipated by a period of increasing political instability,
concentrated in Europe it is true, but which manifested itself in different ways
throughout the world. Yet no clear trend up to 1968 defines itself. There are,
indeed, serious setbacks (Greece, Indonesia, Latin America, Africa) as well
as significant advances (France, Britain, Vietnam, ~ ermany, USA). The
trend is there, but, as stated, it had not clearly defined itself in the course

"of those events alone, The period of accumulating tensions, contradictory

shifts, then undergoes a qualitative transformation in the eatly monthé of
1968. The two most spectacular and deep-going upturns are, of course, those
that take place in France and Czecheflovakia, But these two upsurges must
be seen as the most acute manifestation of a global turnpoint, The revolution-
ary developments in France and Czechsslovakia losé none of their national
specificities in their being seen as the most clearly visible tip of a still
largely submerged, though emergent, iceberg.

L et us re-trace our steps a little, In the USSR we have the fall of Khrushchev
in Cctober, 1964, His removal is brought about by a coalition headed by
Kosygin and Brezhnev, a bloc that has not only grown impatient with his
foreign policy zig-zags (i, e. the Cuba crisis in Cctober, 1962, his handling

of Moscow-Peking r=zlations, the summit zig-zags of May, 196C, etc.), and
his blunders in agriculture (see appendices), but his tendency to indulge in
demagogic attacks on Stalin (1956, 1961) and his inconsistent policies in the
cultural world (approving 'C:ne Day!' by Solzhenitsyn and then, a little later,
denouncing abstract art in the crudest terms).

Khrashchev's last years are punctuated by open working-class.actions - strikes
and demonstrations - about prices, wages and other economic issues. The
various oppressed national minorities exploited his references te Stalin's
crimes in this field to press their demands for justice (Crimean Tartars).
Various relgyious sects raised their voices against persecution by the K '3
atheists and their agents in the Russian C rthodex hierarchy, The Jewish
opposition gathers momentum in this period, indignant at the flagrant anti--
semitism of the anti-religious propaganda cf the regime, especially in the
Ukraine, where the Kremlin attempted to divert the national feelings of the
people to the time-honoured target, the Jews - '"Beat the Yids and Save Ruassia',

Daniel and Sinyavsky

The assumption of power by the Brezhnev-¥osygin team is unahble, for a full
year and more, to stem these streams of dissidence and even open cppositici,
They have initially to bend to the pressure, raising workers' wages, permitt-
ing historical discussion to continue within the limits prescribed by Xhrushchev,
and easing ccntrols in other areas, The turn comes in 1966, when it becomes
evident that concessions to the opposition have failed to demobilise the move-
ment generated under Khrushchev., Then follows quickly the first political

trial, that of Daniel and Sinyavsky (early 1966). This trial back-fires on the
Kremlin in that it not only generates yet more oppesition in the USSR but alsc
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causes qualms in the leaderships and even more in the ranks of several Western
Communist Parties. (To the SI L belongs the dubicus honour of rallying to the
defence of the Kremlin by slandering the two writers as 'right-wing oppcnents
of the Soviet Covernment', instead of calling for their immediate release and

an end to the censorship, the SLI. declares blandly that it hopes they will get
a 'fair trial'),

Even under the tightly~-screwed 1lid of the Novotny regime in Czechoslovakia
the same process is at work, As early as 1963 a writers! oppeosition is in
process of formation, using the banner of the great Czech novelist Kafka to
rally support for a more liberal cultural policy, Stagnation in the economy
worsens the position of the bureaucracy, since the Kremlin has long relied
upon it to provide, with its relatively sophisticated industry, both fereign
currency and high technolegy for the rest of the Comecon bloc,

There are two other highly explcsive issues which exacerbate the crisis of
the Ncvotny regime~- the complicity of the regime in the 'Tito-ite! purge trials
of the early 195C's (Slansky etc. ), and the un-resolved questicn of the oppress-
ion of the Slovak and Ukrainian minorities, All these streams converge in the
last weeks of 1967 and find their initial political articulation and vehicle in the
'Liberal' Dubcek wing of the party leadership. Cnce again, as at the time of
East Germany and the USSR in 1953, Poland and Hungary in 1956 (and alsc the
Tito split of 1948, since there was a well-organised, though poorly supported
'Cominform! faction in the Yugoslav Party), the first stage cf the mgvement
towards the political revolution finds its refraction at the very summit ¢f the
party apparatus, as it attempted to use a segment of that same apparatus {and
with varying degrees of limited success),

In Hungary, Nagy in fact travelled some distance along the road of the break
with the Kremlin and paid for it with his life. In Pcland Comulka arrested

the same process in its sarly stages. With Dubcek we find that his faction,
internally divided from the very beginning and increasingly so as the movement
develops stock somewhere between these two cases. And it is important to
note here that the same fissures undcubtedly run through the Kremlin leader-
ship, which after several months of hesitation throws its weight behind Dubcek
at the January 1968 session of the Central Committee, which custs Nevotny
from the party leadership, only to crush the same Dubcek (though in a vastly
different political setting) barely seven months later. Even the decision to
invade splits the Kremlin leadership, a fact which shculd help us tc understand
the recent flourishing of 'liberal' currents in the top leaderships of the Western
Communist parties. In e€very case, we can be sure that they have not only
their supporters, but patrons, in the very summits of the ¥remlin apparatus,

Italian CP

Cnly by understanding the crisis of the Stalinist apparatus and regimes in this
way can we properly evaluate the evolution cf the Italian Communist Party,
which remains a counter-revolutionary agency of the “remlin in the workers'
movement, and in no sers= can be said, as Mandel and the other USEC maj-
ority leaders claim, tc i ~evioping in the directicn of a social demotratic
party, that is a non-Stalinisi, reformist party. And by using the term
'reformist' to denote the Western Communist parties the SWP makes a
concession to this Pabloite conception,

The real dangers of the January 1962 thange of leadership, endorsed if not
directly effected by the Kremlin, become clear when the workers seize on one

of the weapons Dubcek has been compelled to use against the Movotny faction -
£
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freedom of information - to press its own demands on to the political arena.
Just as in East Germany in 1953 and again in Hungary in 1956 (Petofi circle),
the movement, provided with even the slightest legitimation from above, "
rapidly escapes control of all the factions of the apparatus, Hence the =
invasion and Dubcek's capitulation to it,

Therefore, when we speak of the 'turn of 1968', we are designating the events
of that year - in their totality - as comprising that stage in the world class
struggle, concentrated in Czechoslovakia and France (to which we will come
in a moment), where the tendency towards the break of the proletariat from
the bureaucratic apparatus achieves an unprecedented unity at an internaticnal
level, !'The laws of history are stronger than the bureaucratic apparatus! -
this key proposition of the Transitional Programme finds its most concrete
manifestation and vindicaticn in the qualitative transformation of world class
relations expressed in the French and Czech upheavals of 1968, In both
countries - and therefore, since the class struggle is international in tendency
though not uniform in tempo, at a world level - there is present in a highly
developed form this unconscious process towards a break from the bureaucratic

apparatus, True, in Czechoslovakia it passed through the Dubcek leadership
in its initial stage. But then it seeks out other vehicles - the more radical
elements of the Dubcek faction itself, then beyond it, to the revival of the
banned Social-Democratic Party (as in Hungary in 1956), at the underground
conference of the Communist Party at the end of August, where the ban on
factions was lifted,~ and then, under the heel of the Red Army, through the
formation of workers' committees in the plants,

Czechoslovakia, 1968

Cn the very eve of the invasion, the type is being set up for a Czech edition of
Trotsky's 'Revolution Betrayed'. The Kremlin invasion, though preventing
its publication, nevertheless gives new strength to the analysis of Stalinism
advanced in that work. Even more than in the years when Trotsky evolved
his understanding of the Kremlin system of rule, Stalinism is a regime of
permanent, though fluctuating crisis, The new element, present since 1948,
and ever more concentrated with each mounting step of the resistance to
bureaucratic repression, is the renewed drive towards the self-rule of the
masses, the tendency towards a workers' government or a workers' and
peasants' government, This is the inner unity hetween Czechoslovakia and
France,

Its conscious expression is the programme of the United Socialist States of
Europe, a programme which integrates all the elements of the social and
political revolutions - revolutions which, of ccurse, have distinguishing
features. The political revolution evolves cn the basis of nationalised property
relations and in fact enhances them. The social revolution overturns property
relations - capitalist ones - and establishes a new system of production. Rut
what predominates is their unity - the unity, first of all, of the internaticnal
class struggle. But this unity also expresses itself in a diverse fashion,
through certain key elements of the prozramme of the united socialist states

of Europe.

Democratic Demands

Democratic demands loom large in 1968, Their specific weight will then
increase with each passing year, First, the political revolution itself is the
overthrow of the usurping bureaucratic caste, and the conquering of deep-
going democratic liberties by and for the mass of the working population,
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The dictatorship of the proletariat, said Lenin, is the highest form of democracy.
The struggle for council (Soviet) power, whether in the capitalist or Stalinist-
ruled states, is bound up with the struggle for democazatic liberties, liberties
which can only be conquered by and for the prcletariat and its allies, through
the destruction of the existing state apparatus and the creation and rule of

organa of workers' power subject to the democratic control cf the proletariat
and those other secticns of the population to which it chooses to award full

political freedom, ‘

In Czechoslovakia the mcvement towards the political revolution begins with
the ferment in oppressed Slovakia, the demands of the writers and other
cultural groups for more artistic freedom, the struggle for freedom of infor-
mation (leading on to the abolition of all media censorship), for basic student's
liberties. The working-class, after abstaining in the first stage of the
factional tussle between Dubcek and Novotny (in which the latter made dema-
gogic play of Dubcek's 'managerial' polities and backing and his growing support
among the petty-bourgeois intelligentsia, ) seizes on the rapid disintegration

of the old police and censorship system tc raise its own class demands, which
also have a stzong democratic content - independence of the trade unicns,
genuine elections in trade union bodies, workers'control in the plants etc,

In France, the first shock tremcrs of the volcanic upheaval of May-June also
travels on the path of democratic demands - all the basic demands of the
students concern themselves with democratic issues. And it could not have
been otherwise under the Bonapartist structures established by the Fifth
Republic. When the working class enters the arena it finds itself in battle
againgt the same enemy - the Bonapartist capitalist state. Whatever the
intermediate stages of the struggle (the first of which is given correct tactical
expression by the CCI with its call for a central strike committee), its
BéCessary development is the creation of a workers' government, one break-
ing from the bourgeoisie and relying on the organised power of the working-
class to settle accounts with its enemies. This in its turn will pose in the
most concrete possible way - just as is the case in Czechoslovakia - the
shattering cf the Stalinist apparatus, the left prop of the Bonapartist regime,
Notwithstanding the contrasting econcmic and social terrain upon which the
two strugples are foupght and brought to a temporary (though unresoclved)
conclusion, one cannot but be struck by the truly remarkable and sinister
symmetry of the combination of tanks and Stalinism both in Paris in the first
days of June and in Prague less than three months later. In Paris the tanks
were De Gaulle's, but they rolled into the city with the approval of the
ambassador to France of the Kremlin and thanks only to the treachery of the
French Communist Party, In Prague the tanks were the Xremlin's - but,
again their arrival had been notified and approved ' twenty-four hours in
advance, over the hot line with Nixon. The rising tide of the movementtowards
the united socialist states of Europe necessarily activates to an unprecedented

degree of co~ordination, the holy alliance enshrined at Potsdam, precisely
because it challenges the division of Europe imposed in 1945, Both the Xremlin

and imperialism understood that, whatever tactical differences separate them,
they have at the level of stratery 72 close ranks apainst the threat of simulta-
neons revolution i~ fagiera and Wesizvn Tisci=, For exemple, one of the
factors which drives the Kremlin towards its invasion of Czechoslovakia is

the spi.ling-over of the democratic ferment into the already politically-
aroused Ukraine, where the national movement has been in the ascendent
since the years of the Khrushchev period, The Ukraine party boss, Shelest,
(ousted in 1972 on the ironic charge of 'naticnalist deviations!) pressed hard
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for invasion on the ground that uncenscred publications criginating in the
Ukranian minority region of Czechoslovakia had begun to circulate inside
Shelest's fief, further deepening its political unrest. It provides the Ukrain-
ians with their first opportunity to read legallyapublished journals in their own
language critical of Stalinist pclicy. Invasion it has tc be, despite the hesita~
tions of some of the Kremlin tops abcut the possible repercussions in other
Stalinist parties, Ulbricht adds his support to Shelest's, fcr the same basic
reasons - his own rule was in danger. <iomulka, one-time victirn of Stalinist
repressions, also lends his veice to these calling for a ruthless policy tcwards
the Czechs. The reactions of the Stalinist chiefs give eloquent testimony tc
the extent to which Czech events concentrate a new upsurge towards the
political revolution in all the Stalinist states withcut exception, The same’
principle hclds for France. C

May-June

May to June, 1968 concentrates, at a national level, the movement towards
workers' governments thrcughout Western Europe, a movement which in its
first and many of its intermediate stages, of necessity involves the attempt by
the working-class to make its traditional organisations establish unity against
the class enemy, and implement, on the basis of this unity, the demands of the
proletariat and its class allies - i, e. from the united workers' front to the
wcrkers' government or the workers! and farmers' government., True, the
Stalinists choke off this process in its initial stages in France, but they do not
succeed in'breaking the movem ent itself, a movement which at different levels
and through different forms expresses itself in several other Eurcpean countries
in the same year,

Italy enters into a prolonged sccial and political crisis which remains unresclved
to this day and has in the course of development acquired many new features.
Again, like France, the basic crisis is one of bourgeois rule, midiated throu:h
the specific, national, historically determined features of the state - Bona-
partist in France, clerical in Italy, fascist in Spain, monarchist in Britain etc.
And in each case (even in Spain) a key element in this crisis of bourzecis rule
has been, especially since 1968, the under-mining of the ability of the apparatus
to split the proletariat and subordinate it to the bourgeois state,

Britain is a case in point. In 1969 the Wilscn gcevernment attempts to impose
its 'in place of strife' policy con the trade unicns, a move that places in danger
the long-established unity between the political and the economic wings of the
Labour movement., Cnly the employers and their direct political representatives
can gain from such a policy, It was blocked by the advanced workers, acting
through the trade unions, Then, despite the rancour that remains afterwards,
these same advanced workers returned to the political strugpgle in the period
of Tory rule between 197C and 1974 to such good effect that I.abour ccmes to
power in 1974 with the most radical programme in its history with, among its
pledges, one that it will never resort either to an incomes policy or state
interference in the internal affairs of the trade unions,

C ther historic problems beset the British ruling class at this time - 1969 - with
the sudden upsurge of the national strugzle in Ireland, The despatch of
thousands of extra troops to the North only unleashes a new crisis for British
imperialism and its social-democratic agencies, It begins to seek ways of
retreat from its Ulster redcubt, without disturbing the historic alliance that
has been built up over centuries between the English ruling class and its
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Unionist connections. Attempts to use the petty-bourgeois Catholic leaderships
in the North and the Irish bourgeoisie in the South on each occasions not only
end in dead-lock, but create worse tensions among the Protestant plebeian base
of British rule in the North, The national question is a central element in the
crisis of rule of the English bourgeoisie no less than in any other European
country. The Scottish and Welsh questions have recently underlined this,

The Turn

The turn of 1968 thus opens the road of approach to the United Socialist States
of Europe, But this must be understood as being a road that crosses the most
diverse terrains. In West Cermany the SPD gains enough votes in 1969 to
become the dominant partner in a coalition with the Liberals. This victory marks
a decisive shift in class- relations throughout Germany. Brandt's 'Cstpolitik!’
almost at once creates serious problems for the Ulbricht regime, for when
Brandt goes to the East he is greeted rapturously by workers. For once, their
enthusiasm is genuine, much to Ulbricht's dismay, They still see the SPD as
their party, just as they did in 1953, In 1974 a Stalinist spy provocaticn
provides the pretext for the removal of Brandt and the appointment of Schmidt,
a far less appealing figure for workers of botly East and West Germany, Brandt
served in the anti-Nazi underground and in Spain. He has a left, anti-Stalinist
past (SAP). Schmidt is a career politician pure and simple. He foucht cn the
other side to Brandt under Hitler, serving as an officer in the Wehrmacht cn
the Eastern Front. Both for the German ‘Bourgeoisie and for the Kremlin and

its Pankow puppets Schmidt is far safer than Brandt, whc today heads the left
current in the SPD,

Coming so soon after the Czech events the SPD victory in West Cermany places
the Ulbricht regime under enormous strain, It is followed very soon by a
demonstration of youth at the Berlin Wall, chanting 'Dubcek! and 'we want refcrms’
This organic movement towards the re-establishment of the unity of the C“erman
naticn and its proletariat, already in evidence at the end of the war, and again,
on a higher level, in 1953, is the basic feature of the ‘period that beginsg with the
SPD election victory of 1969, In 1972 strikes sweep the country as the CDU
attempts to topple the Brandt cabinet over its IC stpolitik’, which workers hcth
East and West see as an opportunity to re-establish, even if only cn an individ-
ual basis (tourism, family visits etc. ) the unity shattered first by fascism and
then by the partition of 1945. In 1973 a record vote for the SPD indicates that
this movement is still advancing, posing new dangers to bcurgeoisie and
Stalinists alike, Brandt's fall follows within a year,

Referendum

A new crisis opens for the Bonapartist regime in France in 1969 with the defeat

of De Gaulle's referendum. The working class is able to close its ranks at the
polls by voting massively ""No!", De Gaulle resigns at once. But even then the
apparatuses erect again their barriers to a workers! united front and go vernment.
The PCF and the Socialist Party each run their candidate for the Presidency,
handing it over, in so doing, tc De Caulle's nominee, Pompidou.

In Italy the strike wave of the previcus year generates stupendous power and
breadth, The country is rocked by a series of one-day Ceneral Strikes and by
longer strikes of a partial nature. Here too the apparatuses block the road cf
advance to a workers' government, with the Stalinists directing all their
energies towards a 'historic compromise! with the ruling, capitalist party, the

Christian Democrats, Throughout this period the trentlis for the workers'
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parties to approach an absolute majority in parliament, as it has also been in
France, and since 1974, in Portugal, where this has in fact been achieved. The
formation of 2 government based on such 2 majority would not, cf course,
constitute a yenuine workers' government, in the sense defined by the Comintern
in 1932-1923, (before its lefteist perversion Ly Zinoviev at the 5th CI Congress),
but the creation of such a parliamentary zcvernment can open up the rcad
towards it. And for the mass of the werkers nc other road. of approach is as
yet either conceivable or practically possible. The slopan of the workers!
government (and that of the united workers! frcnt, where is posed by the divi-
sicn of the proletariat hetween twe or mcere lar ;e workers! parties as in France,
Italy ard Pcrtugal, but not in Zritain cr mcst of the Scandinavian countries)
especially since 1963, is indeed the 'conscious expression' of the unconscicus
historical process. Ilow to zive a specific, national, conaete ccntent to it is
one of the most pressing tasks of the van zuard, just as it is essential to
advance th1s slcgan ina wa.,r that cpens the road tc the United Soc1al:sts States
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ol 1 i of Europe - in othev Words, a programme that would ccnstxtnte the
fcreign policy of a national workers! rovernment,

It weuld be belabouring these points to demcnstrate hcw in each instance this
overall, glohal process and tendency has expressed itself since 1963,. It will
suffice to list just scme cof the main events in the period up tc 1974, when the
turn of 1968 is deependd and accelerated by the cpening of the proletarian
revoluticn in Portugal, followed a year later by the defeat of imperialism in
Indc~China.

But it is important to see that, like all previous periods of cverall ascent save
that of 1943 - 1947, this one is characterised by swift cscillations bcth at a
national and international level, with partial ebbs insertin; themselves into the
seneral flow, In 1968, “eginning in Mexicc, there opens a new pclitical crisis
in Latin America, leading on to the Cieneral Strike in Cordcia (1949). Bolivia
sees the fall of the right wing Junta the same year and the emer-ence of the
Torres leadership, The wcrkers alsc maintain the offensive in Chile, an upturn
reflected on the electoral plane by Allende's Presidential victory the next year.

But in Britain the Tories cust Labour, though the stdike mcvement that beralr
in 1968 under Labour continues to zather momentum, Later in 197¢ the

naticnal question apain erupts - this time in Canada, where the Trudeau govern-
ment declares a state of emergency to quell the national mcvement in OQuenec.
Then bard cn the heds cf this crisis coraes the Bur-os trial cf Basque ation-
alists in Spain, precipitatin~ both a split in the rulins class and a mass move-
ment against Francc at the hase. Simultaneously comes the insurrection ¢f the
Baltic workers againd the Tomulka regime and the threatened executicn of two
Jewish militants in Leningrad. In each instance it is resistance tc various
forms of national cppression that feeds these crises - by French-speaking
(Quebec people in Canada, hy the Basques in Spain, a - ainst the Kremlin in FPoland
and by the persecuted Jews in the USSR, So once aiain we must repeat tc

those latter-day imperialist economists and naticnal nihilists among us - the
national question lies at the very heart of the social and political revolntion

and of the strupgle for the United Socialist States of Europe.

The national questicn also comes to the fore in the Balkans in this perioed, just
as it has done in every period of political tension and turmoil over the last
century and more. In Yugoslavia 1958 sees a new upsurye of radical oppesition
to the Titc regime amonst students and intellectuals and a massive mc=ilisation
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of almost the entire population against the possible threat of a Kremlin invasion
after the occupation of Czechoslovakia. The old problems surface again in 1971,
Demands are raised for Croatian autonomy and even independence, demands
which are echoed in the South in Kosovo by the Albanian minority. The Mace-
donian question becomes a bone of contention between the Tito regime, Bulgaria
and Greece. The developing strugple of the Basques, a nation divided hetwesn
Franc ¢ and Spain, reaches the point that the Pompidow government begins to
collaborate with Franeo in policing the national movements,

National Question

In this period it becomes clear, yet more s0, that hardly a single Eurcpean
state, capitalist or Stalinist, is not affected in some way by un-resolved national
problems. From Britain in the far west (Ireland, Scotland, Wales) through
France (Basques, Corsica, Brittany), Belgium (Flanders and Wallonia), Spain
(Basque, Catalonia, Galicia, Spanish Morocco), Portugal (its African, Chinese
and Pacific colonies), Switzerland (Zura), Italy (Tirol), Greece (Macedonia,
Cyprus), Turkey (Cyprus) ... to the buffer states - Yugoslavia, Romania.
(Magyar and German minorities), Czechoslovakia (Slovaks, Ukrainians),
Albania (with part of its population under Yugoslav rule) - and, with the excep-
tion of Albania and Yugoslavia, direct Kremlin domination of them all ... the
national question locms ever larger. And, of coursé, at the core of this
problem is the Gordian knot itself - divided Germany. Moving yet further east,
we see that again there is no evading the central strategic importance of the
national question, beginning with the Ukraine in the West of the USSR, passing
through the three oppressed Baltic nations of Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia,
through the seething Caucasus to the oppressed nations and religious minorities
of the Soviet East., What an indictment of the counter-revclutionary Kremlin
apparatus that under its barbaric rule the USSR has become again the 'prison-
house of nations', as Russia was in the time of the Tsars,

But the ramifications of the national question do not end there. While we recog-
nise that the national question in Europe has beal historic and not merely geo-
graphic limits, we must @ppreciate that it draws into its orbit issues of a hroad-
er dimension again, #he Kurdish nation is one. This martyred nation is
oppressed by no fewer than four regimes.- Syria, Iran, Irae¢ and the Kremlin,
There is nc hope for the Kurds outside of the struggle for the United Socialist
States of Europe, the political and social revolutions that will unlock the deor
barring the way to the democratic solution of the national question, nct only in
Europe but even in areas far from it. The speed and ruthlessness with which
these four regimes combined to crush temporarily the Kurd's war of resistance
to the Irqqui Baathists and their Stalinist coalition partners gives yet more proof
that the national question is a powder keg under the foundations of imperialist
and Stalinist rule throughout Europe and indeed the whole world. It is in no
sense a 'diversion' from the struggle for socialism. Cur task, as re-builders
of the Fourth International, is to give it conscious expression in the form of
strategy, programme and tactics, through our activity in the workers' movement
both nationally and internationally,

So when we use the phrase, 'the turn of 1968', we must understand by that term,
not only the movement towards more inte- ~= levels of class-struggle, and not
only even that the tendency towards a break of the workers from their apparatuses
is passing through a period of qualitative change. We have to grasp the living
embodimentsof this turn - amony them being the rise of democratic issues, with
the national question to the fore. Unless we give this emphasis to 'the turn of
1968', the concept becomes perverted into another variant of the old left-ism.
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This turn daco uot minimise, but lends greater urgency to, t..:= tasks un-
resolved by the period of capitalist ascent, Mankind cannot ‘orereus the great
democratic-national tasks. Nor can mankind accept their being postponed to
an indefinite socialist future, only to be told then that they no longer matter,
The great historic period of man's cultural ascent was also a period of the
building of nations, through revolutions, civil and national wars. That era is
far from finished, only now nations will conquer their freedom and be built in ?
the course of the process, not of the bourgeois revolutions, but 2s constituent
elements and even, on cccasion, stages, of the prcletarian revolution.

U.S.E,C.

This is what we mean by the 'turn of 1968'. So at the level of revolutionary
organisation and programme this turn must find its highest political expression,
Tt necessarily produces associated crises in the two main organisations claim-
ing to cepresent Trotskyism - the USEC and the Internaticnal Committee. In
the USEC the SWP began to resist more strongly the pedigree Pablo-ism of
Mandel, Frank, Mzaitan and Krivine., New vanguardism was challenged topether
with other kindred abominations. . The importance of democratic demands and
their relationship to the struggle of the proletariat became a central plank in
the anti-Mandel platform of the SWP,

In the International Committee, the crisis was more masked ut none the less
real, The SLL leadership was already strongly influenced by tiealy's national
and personal messianism, and began to advance the thesis thzt May-June 1968
in France was but a dress-rehersal for the real battle in Britain., Britain was
to hecome the new epicentre of the world revolution ~ a notion thzi has been
nurtured in the period of the initial struggle against the SWP's ad.iptation to
Castro-ism and 'Third World'-ism generally,

Since the SILL, by the same nationalist token, automaticakly became the key-
section of the International Committee, and since, by this time, Healy had
convinced himself that the SLI was the revolutionary party, and had been so
for several years (certainly since 1966), then it followed, given this false
premise, that the Fourth International had been re-built, The SI.I. was the
International Committee, and the International Committee was the Fourth Inter-
national. The tasks of re-building it and, therefore, of fully understanding the
forces that had led to its collapse in 1953, were pushed to one side. So very
quickly there re-emerged in the British movement the 'bloc' conception of Paslg
The political revolution, and therefore the upheavals in Czechoslovakia and later
in Poland - were side shows. By the early 197C's the West Cerman Healy-ites
hud become accomplices of the division of Germany, advancing the demand that
the SPD build socialism in West Cermany, ignoring altogether the strugygle for
the overthrow of the Stalinist regime in the East (which, it must be presumed,
had already built socialism there). All these monstrosities flowed from the
utter failure of the SLL to comprehend the inner significance of the turn of 1968,
It meant simply for the cadre that is was 'going to happen in Britain next and
much bigger’, or that 'the workers are on the move', or that student demands
were at best small change and at worst a reactionary diversion. Some of the
student leaders of that period were privately characterised as incipient fascists
by Healy and Slaughter. In 197C Healy expr=ssed the opinion i:at the whole
Nanterre movement had been a police provocation, with Cohn-Be:vlit ag the
main police agent, This had also been the line of the Stalinists at the time,

Though it is possible that the split of 1971 was not certain by 1948, *he fuilure of
the SLLL to understand the significance, in terms of the nature of the epoch, of
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the events of 1968 and their necessary strategic, programmatic and tactical

expressions, was one of the decisive turningpoints in the decline of the Inter-
national Committee,

Thus 1968 generated new shifts in both the two international organisations that
today have reached the point of the possibility of a split in the USEC and of total
liquidation in the International Committee,

Towards 1974

The forward thrust generated in 1968 does not spend itself over the next two
years but rather achieves a new plateau. It is true that the new Cierek regime
in Poland succeeds in holding back the upsurge on the Baltic, but only at the
cos® «f cancelling all the measures of the Jomulka regime that sparked off the
revoit - price increases and increased work norms, Cierek is forced to parley
directly with the workers and to accept the reality of their democratically
elected plant and yard committees. The right to strike is conquered in violent
battle, with hundreds killed by Gomulka's militia, The new organs disbahd
disband after the initial aims have been zained. To this day the regime has to
face a working class that at local level exercises limited control over its plant
and even trade union organisations. Unlike East Cermany in 1953 and Hungary
in 1956 (and to a lesser extent Czechoslovakia in 1968-1969) there has been no
defeat in Poland, Strikes are still a common-place and the regime is unable at
this moment to use police methods to curb them. This does not mean that the
bureaucracy is changing, as Pablo-ism would claim, but rather that the rela-
tionship of forces has so changed, not only in Poland but on a European level,
that the proletariat has been abbe to regain and to fortify some of the positions
that it lost under Gomulka after 1956, Poland is a thorn in the side of the
Kremlin and a source of inspiration to all workers under Stalinist rule, In fact,
at the time of the Baltic revolt, strikes spread across the horder along the coast
into the USSR, To the south in neighbouring Czechoslovakia the Husak regime
seals the frontier with Poland and all Polish news media are excluded from the
country, Inthe West the various Stalinist parties do their best to disclaim
reports of the blood-lettings, Covernment spokesmen in Bonn and Washington
express relief that the transition to a2 new regime had been made without Poland
heing plunged into civil war, Again the Potsdam deal threw its shadow across
Europe. Things go yet further. Just before its fall, the (omulka regime issues
thrcugh its press a statement to the effect that it could no more tolerate the
revolt of the Baltic workers than the Franco police could permit the separaticn
of the Basques from Spain. In each case, said the article in question, the
integrity of the state was at stake - be it fascist or 'socialist'. And we should
not forget that just a year earlier it was this same Gomulka regime that had
come to the aid of Franco by exporting shipments of coal to Spain at the time of
the Asturian miners' strike (a strike in the course of which many miners were
arrested and brutally tortured by Franco's pclice).

1971 is for the most part a year of partial stabilisation in Europe, though in
Britain the strilkke movement against the Tories! anti-irade union policies
continues to ascend, with sirikes against the Industrial Relations Bill and long
stoppages in the Post Cffice and at Ford's. The year ends with the threat of an
official miners' strike for big pay increases - the first cfficial miners' strike
since 1926,
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Bengal

However, early in 1971 the Indian sub-continent explodes, with the rise of the
Bengali national movement in East Pakistan. Just as the partition imposed on:
Europe is being challenged by the turn of 1963, so too is the partition of 1947
imposed on India, The Bengali national movement peses in a long-term geanse,
though not immediately, the perspective of a United Socialist States of the

Indian sub-continent. The; sympathies cf imperialism are, of course, with

the Pakistani militarists in their bloody attempt to crush the national movement
in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh). Moscow tco seeks a 'solution' within the
framework of a united Pakistan. It cautiously echoes the initial demands of the
bourgeois Awami ",eague for a degree of autonomy within the theocratic state

of Pakistan. But now a new factor in world politics comes to the fore - Peking's
role as a third participant in the counter-revoluticnary Hecly Alliance, The Mao-
ist regime not only extends full ciplomatic support to Pakistan in its attempt to
strangle Bangladesh at birth, but sends arms and other material to it te dc the
crushing - even though Maoist forces are invcolved in the fiohting on the side of
the Bengalis. This turn by Mao co-incides with another bitter fruit of the
'cultural revolution' - Peking' 'ping pong! diplomacy, which is climaxed a year
later with Nixon's visit to China and an audience with the Chairman himself,
even as US bombers make one last bid to pound the Vietnamese people into
submissicn. (The Paris Agreements follow almost at once early in 1973).

Faced with rising national and class unrest at home (fea pextly hy the national
struggle in East Pakistan) the Gandhi regime invades East Bengal and installs
the Awami Lieague in power, The invasion is a violation of the national rights
of the mass of the East Bengalis, because they did not invite it, But in the
context of the Pakistani oppression cf Bangladesh, the liberation fighters of
necessity aligned themselves tactically with the Indian armed forces to finish
off the greater evil. The Indian trcops do in fact withdraw early in 1972, Then
Bangladesh begins its chaotic slide towards the fall of Mujib in the summer of
1975 and the rise of a new militarist, theocratic clique which still holds power
at the time of writing. The check to the national movement in Bangladesh is
closely linked to the course of the class and national movements in India itself,
There, after the strike wave of 1974, Gandhi, with the support of the pro~Xremlin
Stalinists, attacks democratic liberties by declaring wer state of emergency in
1975. The fall of Mujib follows almost at once.

"Third World!

This period also sees serious defeats in the strategic areas of the 'third world!,
The Palestinians are crushed by Hussein in Jordan - though neot before they
establish a genuine Soviet in Irbid. The movement in Rolivia reaches a similar
climax a year later, with the embryo of council power being pulverised by
Banzer'z coup. A serious set-back is also inflicted in the Sudan at the same
time (July 1971) with the crushing of its Labour movement by the Libyan-backed
Numeiry regime. Each of these defeats ws inflicted with the tacit support of
the Kremlin,

1972 sees even less basic changes than the previous year, In the Federal “erman
Republic (West Germany), the Christian Democratic Union's attempt to un-seat
the Brandt cabinet is met by a sudden wave of strikesesduring the crucial dehate
and vote in the Bundestag. With all its limitations, this expresses the struggle

<&

of the German workers for their own government, and for the unification of the
nation, since the issue under debate is Brandt's 'C stpolitik!, This obtains
certain concessions from the East German regime on such questions as travel
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between the zones, family visits etc. though it accepts the division of T ermany,
as do all the parties of the Federal German Republic in practice if not in theory.
Such personal contacts as can be re-established by using Brandt's policy contain
the possibility of a political exchange between workers of East and West
Germany. It therefore raises implicitly, the question of all- “erman political
parties and an all- German government. In Britain new strikes rock the Tory
government - the miners' strike most notably, which secures nearly all its
demands. In an attempt to dam the breach blasted by the miners' victory,

and to give a cutting edge to British industry in the EEC, the Heath government
moves in the later part of 1972 towards an inccmes policy, a plan which meets
stubborn resistance from even right-wing trade union chiefs. Battle positicns
are being taken up in this period for the conflict that will end with the fall of

the Tories early in 1974,

1973 is also not only a year of marking time but even of serious reverses. It
opens with the Paris agreements on Vietnam, which on all sides accept yet
again the partition imposed on the nation by the 1954 7 'eneva agreement., I ever-
the less the Pablo-ites claim it ag a partial victory as, of course, do Stalinists
of every stripe.

In Britain the strike wave recedes as the t#ade unions come hard up against
Heath's incomes policy, with defeats for lower-paid and public employees in
the early months of the year, The miners vote heavily against strike action.
The axis of the struggle begins to shift from the trade unicns, where it has
concentrated since 1968, to the Labour Party. At its conference in autumn
1973 the rise of Benn predominates, as does the adopticn of the party's most
radical programme since the war. Certain of its proposals will become main
planks in the election manifesto in 1974,

But in 1973 there falls one of the most serious blows inflicted on the international
working class since the pre-war period of decline, Certainly, strategically,

it ranks with the crushing of the Indonesian proletariat in 1965-1966, even

though the number of victims is not nearly so great., In retrospect it must bhe
seen as opening a new pericd of ebb in Latin America, climaxed by the recent
military coup in Argentina, but expressed also in the consolidation of the right-
ist regime in Uruguay, which came to power in 1972, and that of Banzer in
Bolivia, Yet here again is posed the question of discenning the ebb within the
flow, and the flow within the ebb,

The SLL/WRP, on the very eve of its founding, mechanically extrapolates the
Chile disaster on to the world arena and into the indefinite future. 'Chile first,
Britain next' is the war-cry of the prophets of doom, Just as Britain after
1968 was tc 'dwarf! France in the scale of its revolutionary class hattles, so
Britain was also going to have the bloodiest-ever military coup. From the
undoubted localised defeat in Chile is projected, in the style of Zinoviev or
Pablo, a world orientation of impending defeats and third world war, As
always, reality is far more complex, and therefore, strategically, programmat-
ically and tactically far more demanding, It poses tasks that the theoretically-
lumpen Healy leadership never even dimly perceived, In Britain, as Healy
went through his elaborate charade of launching - for the second time - the
revc:utionary party,the working class, acting both through the Labour Party
and the miners' strike, challenges and defeats Heath!s 'putschists' and brings
Labour to power. For the first time in British history, a sovernment has heen
brought down by the class-action of the proletariat. From the very 2eginning,
unlike, 1964, Wilson finds that he is riding a ticer,
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As 1973 draws to its end, the first signs of a new break~through in Europe
become visible. In Greece students battle with police and troops outside the
Polytechnic building in Athens, The military regime comes under pressure,
not only from the workers, students and oppressed petty bourgeois bet fnom
important sections of the bcurgeoisie itself. The Cyprus crisis pricks the
Colonels' bubble. In a matter of hours, the seven-year-old dictatorship
collapses, But by this time the turn of 1968 has passed through a qualitativel
new stage - the opening of the proletarian revolution in Portugal with the over
throw of Caetano in April 1974,

Mitterand

Hard on the heels of this dramatic turn ccmes the French Presidential electio
with Mitterand as the single candidate of the two workers' parties (and unlike
1965 when he ran as a bourgeois radical, Mitterand ran as First Secretary cf
the French Socialist Party), coming within less than cne per cent of winning 2
absolute majority over Giscard d'Estaing. In Creece, Britain, France and
Portugal, the bourgeoisie passes through profound crises of rule. In each cy
it has either to consider using, or actually rely upon, the apparatus of the
workers! parties for managing its political affairs, just at the precise momae:
when the proletariat and its class allies mobilise themselves across half the

continent of Europe tc place their own parties in power - to act against the
bourgeoigie. This is the great contradiction of our epoch, accentuated by the
turn of 1968 and yet further deepened in 1974,

Ttaly is of course already engulfed by the same crisis of rule, with the Demo
Christian defeat on the divorce referendum shaking the bocurgeois-clerical

gtate to its foundations, Again a section of the ruling-class loocks, without jo»
as we can be sure, to the Stalinist party as a possible ally in its hour of nee(
And again it has to do sc just as the workers' parties draw near toc winning a
total majority, placing on the immediate agenda a government of the workeis
parties without any representatives of the capitalist parties, The same road
opens up in France at and after the May 1974 Presidential elections, It is

posed from the first days of the Portuguese Revolution and ~iven added emp}

- by thc April, 1975 election results to the Constituent Assemnly (which yave t)

two main workers!' parties a clear overall majority); in Rritain, where Labo
comes to power on the crest cf a powerful miners' strike and, in a longer-te
sense, in Spain, where the Franco regime regards with growing apprehensio
the revolutionary rise, not only in Portugal where the threat is most immedi
but throughout the Eurcpean states bordering on the Mediterranean,

Chile is nct therefore cancelled out by the new turn in Europe in 1974 and tho
to come in South-East Asia a year later. The Chilean proletariat, -etrayed
by the Allende regime to the Junta through the classic Stalinist policy of the
popular front and the peaceful road to socialism, is still enchained by Pincchj
But this turn in Europe offers new hope, gives new perspectives to the oppre
peoples and classes of Latin America, The advance of the proletarian revoly
tion in the metropolitan countries cannot substitute itself for the lack of
tangible victories in the semi-colonial world, but it can and will undermine t
ability of imperialism and its agencies to make its temporary victories lasti
ones. But if we go further than this and ar~ue that the defeats in Latin Amer
since 1971 count for little when measured against the advances recorded in
other areas (especially Western Europe), then we would be yuilty of an invery
Pablo-ism, Latin America, like Europe, is a historically determined and
materially conditioned arena of class and national battles. The slozan of the
United Socialist States of Latin America (which takes as one of its starting
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points the recognition that each Latin American state has, in the course of its
history, defined itself as a nation - most especially in the strusgle for freedom
from Spanish and Portugese rule) is no less the legitimate and necessary
political expression of the organic movement of the class strugsle in ILatin
America than the United Socialist States of Europe is for Europe. That is why
we do not minimise the extent of the serious defeats suffered in Latin America
over the last half-decade. To do otherwise would disorient the sections of the
CCRFI operating in that continent and quite wrongly down-3rade Latin America
as a component of the world class struggle.

Nixon's Fall

In fact the ability of the main imperialist power - the JSA - to impose its
strategic aims #és being progressively undermined througzhout the period by a
series of checks to its home and foreign policies, First in Cambodia (197¢C),
then in Laos (1971), Nixon's attempts to extend the battle-zone against the §LF
and Khmer Rouge end in fiasco. They also intensify opposition at home to hig
Indo~-Chinese policy. Then follows the protracted Watergate crisis, ending in
the fall of Nixon in 1974 - at the precise moment when in Europe a new stage of
the European revolution opens. The spectacular collapse of Mixon's Cambodian
and Saigon client regimes comes hard on the heels of Ford's assumption of
office. US imperialism is patently unable to pursue a clearly-defined policy
when beatt by internal divisions of the scale that produced the Watergpate crisis.

The fall of Nixon, supported to the end by both Moscow and Peking, is a defeat
not only for world imperialism but for Stalinism, It introduces a new element
of instability into an already fragile world political balance,

The fall of Mixon also underlines the enormous historical specific weigzht of
democratic conquests, MNixon's attempt to subvert normal bourzeois-democratic
conventions and procedures in the 1972 Presidential elections involves, on the

face of it, little more than a sordid squabble between the two parties of the 'S
ruling class, But, if that were all, how come Nixon fell? lMixon's removal from
the highest office in the world (in terms of the material power its occupant
wields) is the outcome of a head-on collision between the ruling class and the
deep-going democratic tradition - und the constitution which imperfectly codifies
it - generated by two historic revolutionary battles - the War of Independence
and the Civil War, U.'S.E imperialism, we know well, has often resorted to a
demagogic exploitation of this tradition, which it counter-poses, with some
success , to the tyranny of Stalinist rule, which, like the Kremn:lin, it falsely
depicts as Communism. But in fact the social basis, political aims and methods
of US imperialism collide more and more with this tradition, from Indo-China
to the Watergate Hotel. INixon has to break the rules of his own bourgeois
ancestors in order to be sure of winning the Presidency. And, just as importa.at
for those who scorn freedom of the press as a 'right-wing' demand® (WsL),
Nixon is exposed and driven from office and even branded as a crook. His highest;
advisers go to jail. The innermost secrets of White House intrigue and viola-
tions of democratic liberties are dragged into the light of day. ot because the
US working class was pressing powerfully for any of these things to be done.
Far from it, Nixon won the highest working-class vote ever for a Republican
candidate. The lid of the CIA and FBI conspiracies against democratic liberties
is prised open because (among other reasons) the activities of these two organi-
sations run counter to the revolutionary-democratic traditions of the 18th and
19th centuries. They collide with a tradition that, far from losing its meaning
and momentum, has given added impetus to the various movements and currents
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in USA battling for democratic liberties - Blacks, Women, Cays etc, MNone of
these movements can attain its goal outside of the struggle for the overthrow of
capitalist rule in the USA, a struggle that must be headed by the most powerful
proletariat in the world, the working class of the USA. But just as surely the

US proletariat can only find the correct road to revolution by__g}v'lgg_t_}_x_e_
necessary weight - and it is enormous - to all these and other democratic issuus,
This is the dialectic of the permanent revolution - and the importance of under-
standing the link between 1776, the failure of MacCarthyism, the fall of Mixon
and the proletarian revolution in the USA.

Mid-1975 A New Plateau is Established
——— A I A T N 2 SRR o S eaeevsers

It goes without saying that the sudden and immensely powerful forward sugge of
the proletarian revolution that began in the early months of 1974 could not
continue its ascent indefinitely., Towards the middle of 1975 a new high point is
reached, and then comes a partial, though none the less real, check, But first
the ascent. In the spring comes the fall of the pro-imperialist regimes in
Saigon and Pnom Penh, Though not final victories for the proletarian revolu-:
tion in either South Vietnam or Cambodia, the fall of these two regimes consti-
tutes an important victory for the proletariat at a world level. The crisis of US
imperialism, and consequently all imperialisms, is deepened. And so is that
of the Peking and Kremlin bureaucracies, which both, at every stage of the
struggle against imperialism in Indo-China, attempted to contain the masses
within the limits acceptable to the US ruling class.

The final collapse of Washington's two client regimes in Indo-China, when it
came, conformed to the pattern established by the break-up of the Kuornintang
regime in China in 1949, It was not the product of a revolutionary upsurge headed
by a Stalinist Farty and military machine -~ though this is the picture painted gt
only by the Stalinists but by Pablo-ite and Healy-ite organisations alike. In
China the main revolutionary wave had begun to ebb in 1947, being contained and
even beheaded by a Mao leadership that had been seeking a deal with Chiang, in
accordance with Kremlin policy. The inner decay of Chiang's regime, after
its initial bid to crush the cp-controlled regions of China (which Mao could not
but resist with all the forces at his disposal) compelled the CP to fill the vacuum,
and to begin the process of establishing a deformed workers' state, In South
Vietnam the indigenous resistance to the Saigon regime reached its high point
in the mid and late 196C''s, being cruelly sacrificed by Hanoi in the criminal
adventure of the March 1968 'Tet offensive'. After the loss of tens of thousands
of cadres in that fruitless adventure, Hanoi's armed forces became the dominant
factor in the struggle. Like Mao in 1949, it was almost embarrassed by the
sudden collapse of Saigon in early 1975, Its final victory was not, therefore, the
calminating point of a protracted upsurge of the South Vietnamese masses,
though their earlier struggles had undoubtedly contributed enormously to the
eventual weakening and collapse of the Saigon regime,

At the time of the defeats of imperialism in Indo-China, the Portugese revolution
took another giant step forward, with the elections to the Constituent Assembly,
giving a clear majority to the two workers' parties, in defiance of appeals by the
Armed Forces Movement to &bstain., At this point the Portugese CP began an
ultra-left tack, reviving some of the slogu .s and tactics of the 'Thied.Period! in
driving a wedge deep into the working class at the precise moment when the task
was to act on the mandate given by the masses to form a government of the two
workers' parties. Instead the CP masked its basically right-wing strategy (of
collaborating with the Armed Forces movement in re-bhilding the bourgeois
state dislocated by the events of April 1974 and after) by attacking the Socialist
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Party as the main enemy of the workers - 'social fascism! in everything but
name, The workers and poor peasants mobilised in their hundreds of thousands
against this bid to strangle the Portugese revolution and liquidate its gains,
They forced the Goncalves government to resign - covered from the left not only
by the Stalinists but by the Pablo-ites and all manner of centrist groupings, it
had unveiled plans to undermine the newly liberated habour movement with its
programme of 'popular assemblies' dominated by the AFM,

Spain

In Spain also a new and open crisis of the Franco regime broke, Deep rifts
appeared in the bourgeoisie as Franco elbowed aside Juan Carlos almost on his
death-bed to approve the death sentences on the Basque freedom fighters. With
the executions and his death the crisis deepened even further, with open mobili-
sations of workers and national minorities for political liberties and on economie
and social issues, In Britain the wages offensive that began with the minera!
defeat of Heath rolled on almost unopposed by the Wilson government. Most
demands were won without an strikes, All the Tory anti-union legislasion was
scrapped, as was Heath's incomes policy, These constituted real gains for the
working class which would have been impossible without the return of Labour in
1974,

In Italy there is at this time a powerful left swing in the regional elections,

But here, just as in Portugal, the Stalinists take as their point of departure the
defence of the capitalist state. Despite superficial differences, both CPs have
identisal policies on the main questions of the day. Both stand for an alliance
with a wing of the bourgeoisie. Both repudiate the dictatorship of the proletar-
fat in thebry as well as in practice., Both stand for continued and loyal member-
ship of NATO, Both oppose the formation of a government of the main workers'’
parties, without any capitalist parties. Both set themselves against the forma-
tion of governments on the basis of a majority won by the workers' parties in
slections, and seek instead entry into governments of 'national unity’, In follow-
ing each and every one of these policies, the Italian CP no less than the
Portugese CP acts as an agency of the Kremlin, Such criticisms of Kremlin
‘policy as it does make are entirely subordinate to this strategy of defending the
bourgeois order in Italy and Europe generally. In so far as these criticisms
raise the prestige of the PCI among the masses, they even further the Kremlin's
counter-revolutionary aims. (This is not to say that we will not exploit at every
opportunity even the most mealy-mouthed criticisms voiced by Italian or other
CP leaders against the repression of dissidents in the USSR and Eastern Europe.
But we must be clear why they are made and why the Kremlin feels it worth while
to tolerate them,

Aygentina

Aiao at this time (Summer 1975) there is a new upsurge of the class struggle in
Latin America - in Argentina, The return of Peron in 1973 failed to achieve its
purpose of containing the rising movement of the proletariat, His widow and
successor to the Presidency, Isobel, showed even less aptitude for this formidable
task, Several times she had to retreat before the rising wages movement, even

to the extent of sacking a favourite Cabinet minister. The Peronist trade union
leaders are even forced to call a general strike for a wage increase to offset

price increases, There are rumblings from the barracks of a coup,

The rise of the opposition in the USSR and Eastern Europe, though not, of course,
reproducing in each of its ebbs and flows the exact path of the class struggle in
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the capitalist countries, also experienced a new phase of unturn in this period,
After the advance of the political revolution in Czechoslovakia in 1968, the _
associated crisis in Poland in the spring of the same year, and then the demon-
stration on Red Square in Momcow against the Kremlin's invasion, the Soviet
regime undertook a brutal series of measures against the opposition. In the
Ukra‘ue especially (Moroz, Dzyuba and others) but also in many other National
Repub.ics arrests and harrassment of dissidents were stepped up. Political
trials, after the adverse reactions to those of Daniel and Sinyavsky, of their
defenders Ginsberg and others, and finally those who demonstrated in Red
Square (Litvinov, Larissa Daniei, etc.) were replaced in the main by the method
of ceriifying as insane those who opposed the policies of the Kremlin. This
avoided both charges and a trial, The KGB offensive againg thc opposition
scored some successes. Yakir and Krasin capitulated - under what pressures
and threats we can only guess - in 1973. The Chronicle of Current Events
temporarily suspended publication in the same year. Meanwhile the Kremlin
was pursuing the policy that was and is the natural and necessary complemcnt
to its war against the dissident movement - namely, detente. In 1969 hard on
the heels of the revolutionary upsurge of the previous year in both France and
Crechoslovakia, the meeting of the Stalinist parties in Budapest issued a call
for a European Security Conference. Security against what?

Since all the governments of the capitalist European states, together with the
USA, were invited to take part and collaborate with the Warsaw Ract in making
Europe safe to live in, it could only have been security against the combined
threa! of the political and social revolution. As the framework of the projected
conference emerged and its main aims crystallised, it became clear that the
Kremlin sought at a higher and more co-ordinated level a renewal of the Potsdam
agrecments of 1945, agreements the central axis of which was and remains the
division of Europe and of Germany,

Upsurge

The 1 2volutionary upsurge of 1974 did not find a spectacular expression in the
Stalinist-ruled states, but it without doubt renewed the impetus of the various
dissident movements, 'Non conformist! artists successfully defied the KB

art critics, to hold an unofficial exhibition in Moscow in late 1974, after an
earlier attempt had been met with an onslaught of bulldozers driven by XGB men
dressed up as indignant proletarians, Thousands attended the exhibition, wlich
proceeded without let or hindrance under the very noses of the Kremlin leaders.
This historic event, no less significant in its way than the Red Square demonctra-
tion of August 1968, gave proof that the Soviet cpposition had not only survived
the KGB offensive and its own internal dissensions and defections, but was grow-
ing more bold, more audacious, What gave these artists, armed with nothing
more lethal than paint brushes, the courage to take on and defeat the huge
apparatus, not only of the official Stalinist 'cultural' machine, but the KCB itself?

Here we are able to discern the material connections between the ¢lass struggle
in the capitalist countries and the anti-bureaucratic struggle in the USSR and
the other Stalinist-ruled states, and the universality of the strategic importance
of democratic demands and conquests, At the first unofficial exhibition, held in
Geptember, Western newspaper corresponc -mts and cultural writers witnessed
at first hand the barbaric wrecking of the work of the exhibiting artists by the
KGB's bulldozers, Accounts of this fascist-type vandalism appgeared in the
media in certain of the capitalist countries. But which? Cnly in those where
have been gained, in some cases through centuries of struggle, the freedom of
the press, the liberty to print and speak without fear of censorship or worse,




Can onwimagine the Fascist Franco press protesting against the wrecking of

a modernist, abstract, formalist art exhibition in Moscow, when like activities
would have been given the same treatment in Madrid or Barcelona? Could one
have imagined the Nazi press, with its fanatical hatred of all innovation in the
arts (which it shared with Stalin's 'socialist realism?) raising its voice in
indignation against police control of the arts?

Arts ‘
This for us is a class question, Police control of the arts flows inexorably
from the destruction of all those democratic liberties conquered in the era of
the great bourgeoin-democratic revolutions, liberties which neither Stalinism
nor capitalism in its epoch of decay can afford to tolerate, whatever tactical
concessions they may be.forced to make in certain situations and at certain
moments, The freedom of the pPress, even of the bourgeois-liberal press,
proved in the case of the Moscow Art exhibition to be a capital conquest of the
proletariat, not only of the capitalist states, but of the Soviet proletariat also.
For such was the outcry amongst the radical and liberal intelligentsia in the
West as a result of the reports that the Kremlin had to relent and allow another
showing to go ahead, Could there be any better example of the profound inter-
national character of democratic conquests and the strategic significance of the
struggle for democratic liberties ? Although the left-ists are blind to such
subtleties, we must note that the ability of the 'Guardian’ (or even the 'Times!
for that matter) to report on the abuses of the KGB in the arts and ir. psychiatry
hinges on the fact that the proletariat of both Britain and capitalist Europe has
been able either to regain what it lost in past periods of reaction or go on to
win new conquests. No independent workers! movement - no freedom of the
bourgeois press, And to state this does not in any sense imply that under the
dictatorship of the proletariat we would favour necessarily extending this free-
dom to our class enemies. This would be a question of expediency, But under

capitalism it is a principle ~ the lesson of Republica has a wider significance
than the problems associated directly with the Portugese revolution,

The advance of the dissidents’ movement in the USSR in turn aided the struzgle
¢f the vanguard in the West. Powerful blows were struck against the Stalinist
leaderships in France and elsewhere in the course of the campaign to secure the
release of imprisoned militants. A milestone in the history of the Fourth
International was recorded when the campaign initiated by the OCI succeeded,
against all the odds, in snatchin, Leonid Plyutch from the claws of the KC.B
‘doctors',. The essential foundation for this work had been laid by the two years
of upsurge in the world class struggle that had preceded his release, The
sampaign in defence of Plyutch was successful because it gave conscious

expression to the unconscious process of the olitical and social revolution
which first in 1968 and then again in 1974 -1975, became inter-meshed to a

degree never before experienced, Like the victory of the Soviet painters, the
release of Plyutch seems a miracle, It is not, It is the product of the conjunc-
ture of immensely powerful class forces and the political orientation and
programme through which these forces must find their legitimate expression -
those of the strategy of the re~-building of the Fourth International, against Pablo-

ite liquidationism and all apparatus-conceptions of constructing revolutionary
organisations,

Portégal

8o we have in this period (1974-mid 1975) the most vigorous upsurge of the
world class struggle since the 1943-1947 revolutionary wave, Its dimensions are
truly global - from Latin America (Argentina) through the whole continent of
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Europe, Africa (the fall of Portugese rule, the deepening crisis of White rule
in Rhodesia and South Africa’, the national movement in Eritrea, the instability
of the regimes in Nigeria and Kenya), the mid-East (beginnings of the national
upsurge in Lebanon, the check to Zionism at the end of 1973) to South East Asia
(Vietnam, Cambbdia, Laos) and Australasia (the return of Labour governments
in Australia and New Zealand). Against the objection that, whereas in the 1943
1947 period and again in China in 1949 a large sector of the capitalist world
economy was bureaucratically expropriated, the period under discussion cannot
claim conquests of such a scale and sweep, we can reply that to argue thus
would be to fall into the economist, vulgar 'Marxist' error of identifying

w property overturns with the advance of the world revolution, There is, of course

| an intimate and necessary connection between the two, but not an identity, as

‘ both Lenin and Trotsky pointed out many times., The decisive criteria by which

¥ we evaluate the significance of a particuber historical event or process is to
what extent does it aid or hinder the raising of the revolutionary consciousness
of the proletariat on 2 world scale- to which degree does it aid or hinder the
development of the world revolutionary process, Seen in this light, the
expropriation of 1944-1947 in the buffer states and again in China under Mao
have a dual character - their progressive economic content (for there can be no
socialism in these countries without such property relations) has come into
conflict at every stage in the history of these regimes with the political rule and
“social parasitism of the bureaucratic caste - both as regards domestic policy
and on the arena of the world class struggle. The same of course holds true

{ of such overturns as have taken place in South Vietnam and Cambodia over the

last year., They constitute defeats for world imperialism and gains for the

i working class, but they do not represent the final victory of the proletarian

| revolution in Indo-China. It must be stated bluntly that the proletariat does
not hold political power and that, therefore, political revolutions in Vietnam and
Cambodia are necessary., The main characteristic of the current period is not
the transformation of property relations in a small part of South-East Asia, but
the global shift in class relations expressed not only in the defeat of imperialism
in Vietnam and Cambodia, but the fall of the fascist regime in Portugal, the
opening of 2 new stage in the proletarian revolution in all of Europe. The speed
with which the Portugese workers rebuilt their class organisations outlawed for

g four or more decades under the old regime, is in fact no less significant from

t the standpoint of the world revolution than the property overturns, carried out
from above in Indo-China by military~-bureaucratic measures.

National and Deinocratic Demands

The Portugese revolution which opened in April 1974 concentrates and expresses !
| the predominant thrust of the proletariat on a world level (by no means uniform |
or undifferentiated) towards the formation of governments of its own parties,
for a break with the bourgeoisie and its state and, along this road, towards a

break from the bureaucratic apparatuses. According to the national and socio- -
eeonomic terrain on which this process unfolds, the movement of the proletariat G
towards its own government (expressed at a certain stage in the struggle to place £
its own traditional parties in power) assumes the most diverse forms and is :
compelled to solve the most varied tasks, Hence the importance of the national 4
question and a wide range of other democratic issues, either left unresolved by >
the era of the bourgeois-democratic revol. ‘on, or compounded or newly- 8
created by the delay of the proletarian revolution, 2
In 1924 Trotsky asked and attempted to answer the question which should always :
é

be in the forefront of our thinking - 'Through What Stage are we Passing?' In
1924 the Zinovievist leadership of the Comintern, then in a bloc with Stalin, was

B |
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advancing a left-ist line based on the false premise that the revolution was still
in the ascendent - ¥n a perind ¢f nuar worli-vide ebb afier the defeats in 1923

.

in Germany, Bulgaria and Hnaia @ imo cde Rivera) and in 1922 in
Italy. Trotsky dircresily sserhi o coevoch 2ain adventurist iine and in doing so
aroused Stalin to advance 4. now-notor ~ug thcory of 'Social Fascism!, Fiftys
two years on, we find ourcelvze ina 7ol political situation that has very little
in common with 1924, Siance 19€2 thers h2s been an overall advance, abeit with the
almost inevitable internal b 774 viinessed a further deepening of the whift .

mizhi geem that there is little or nothing for

us to glean from the deb2ice ~r tempo or persepectives that might throw
ight on the problicmn of todnr-r et i ha o - v inigéai-a, The mechanical
g p ’

metaphysical conzaniion of »odicailestion and tempo thiat was the political premise
: ‘Yiinovievism! or 'Cominternism! is no

2d of vatorn aven as that whizh opened in 1974, as in the

period of ebb which gave piz*h 4n <o holf g ceriury before, Infact, in a certain

sense, this metaphvsicnl

3l epiurn in the class struggle, of a
general and prolonged natare, cesrns to lend cubetance to the demagogic claim
that any talk of an ebb, a seci~buck o» purifal defeat, is tantamount to an admission
of pessimism, is a concegsinn in Miuilationism, Revolutionary optimism is not
an act of will or imnginaticu. i i zyounded in Marxist realism, in an under-
standing of the dynamics of the clo rugsle and their necessary expression at
each stage in the language of gtratery and {actics, integrated into the programme
and the re-building of the Fourith international,
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Summary

So we make the following tentative, conditional observations on the present stage
of the world class struggle.

1. The new upturn that began in early 1274 bad by mid or late 1975 experienced a

partial, localised check: iz Britzin wiih “he ITC !'Yes! vote, the end of the wages
movement afier the adoptica of £6 pzw deal; in Portugal with the events of

recarious etabilisation achieved by i
Latin America with the military coup
12t regimce by the workers, and led

the bourgeoisie aficr e dens
which halted the ofienzive =g

directly to an intensifization : 2gainst the vanguard and the workers!
movement generally (the ©77 i= ! in¥ronce, where the divisive

tactics of the Stalinicts erected 2 lock 2oaine the organic movement for a united
front and a governmen? of the two werkers! paxriies; in Australia and New Zealand
wiere Tory governments oust Labour ones, and with big majorities; in the mid-
Fast, with the crushing of the Kurdish irdependence movement; in India where the
sandhi emergency brirngs to a temperary kail the strike movement and other
struggles of the previous year and misve,

2. But this must be understnod as a partisnl and by no means universal ebb, within

“ .

4 far more general and poweril fiva
ebbs. In some cascs ther. iz no ehLh, i

.o&t continues ev2n throurh the secondary
» 2xuragle in Iraly, where the powerful

Lot swing continues right {&h: cuni to “he I 1776 electicns and beyond: in
Airica, with the dcepening fcointion and o of the white-supremacist regzgimes,

. .

5
i -
siimaxed by the upricing In fowiio {on the d-mocratis izoue of language, the

sectarians should ncte); in Lebanno; @13 in the Stalinict-ruled states, In China
¢she death of Chou cnens a new sivje in the crivis of tha Mao leadership, which it

sttempted to pre-em»t with a revival of come of the tactics used in the 'cultural
sevolution', In the USSR ihe deeraening economic crisis feeds the already smoul-
dering democratic-national and class probierns, such as food shortages, corruption,

4
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graft, work norms etc. Most recently of all in Poland the workers' resistance to
the new price increases forced upon the Giereck leadership the unprecedented
humiliation of a total policy volte face in a puatter of hours. This dramatic turn
in the political revolution, concentrated in Poland for reasons that are in no sense
accidental, and are examined in some depth in earlier sections of this document
testifies that the underlying trend, even in this subordinate phase of partied?
localised ebb, is powerfully upward, and is moving towards the strategic goal of
the united Socialist States of Europe as a component of the world revolution and

rule of the proletariat,

3. Inthose countries and regions where the temporary ebb has manifested itself,
the molecular proces. of radicalisation continues -~ at least in certain cases. In
France the leftward trend of voting which came so close to giving victory to
Mitterand in 1974 continues to this day. Without doubt the result of a General
Election today would be to give a ciear majority toc the two workers!' parties, In
Portugal the April 1976 elections did in fact secure such a majority, And, despite
the check to the revolution last November, there has been no strategic set-back,
The plan of the Armed Forces Movement to castrate the independent workers!'
movement was smashed by the hundreds of thousands of workers and small
farmers who mobilised against it thrcugh the Socialist Party, All the problems
which brought about the April 1974 coup and which have since provoked the many
zig-zags and manoeuvres of the Armed Forces Movement and its bourgeois

supporters, remain unsolved,

The same is even morec true in Spain, Under the creaking lid of the fascist
regime, the workers are already re-building their traditional class organisations
(i. e. the recent open conference of the UCT, the Socialist Party Congress etc.)
using every legal opening that the vacillations of and divisions within the Carlos
regime provides them. And here too the national question -~ Basque, but also
Catalonia and Galicia, carries enormous weight and is linked d rectly with the
main democratic demands of a Republic and a Constituent Assembly, The Catalan
Assembly, like the permanent mobilisation in the Basque country, is providing a
focal point of resistance to the fagcist regime and a forum of revolutionary strat-

egy and tactics,

The WRP has more than once recently denounced the struggle for national self-
determination in Spain as a 'diversion' from the class struggle against the fascist
regime. In fact it is a powder-keg underneath it. It is the revival of the prolet-
ariat which has brought it to the fore, For just as Franco came to power by sub-
jugating the national minorities of Spain, (and in this emulating the Castilian
dynasty four centuries before him), so his regime will be broken up - partly by
the rise of the same national movements, It is not given to us to choose a more
easy, direct route to the proletarian revolution. It will travel along a course dug
by the currents of history. Cur task is to give consciocus political expression to
the historical reckoning that is being prepared in Spain, Portugal, Italy, Cermany
Poland and all the other countries of Europe and indeed the world,

The Fourth International will only be re-built on the basis of a carrect apprecia-~
tion of this relationship between the objective, unconscious movement of history
which is, as the Transitional Programme says, decisive, and its ccnscious
political expression - the theory and prograr....e of revolutiomary Marxism and
the organisational forms and tasks which flow from them.
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Cur Tasks

Strategically our goal is the ro-b

wilding of the Fourth International and, in
Britain, the revolntionary p

arly as one of its secticns, This geal is in turn sub-

ordinate to that cf the confummation of the world revolution, the construction cof
a world socialistic and then Ccommunict order,

The task that confronts cur Group as a suction of the CCRTI is to eve lnate the

, stage reached in the world class-struggle, most specifically in Europe, and, from

this analysis, to take certain steps towards the re-building cf the Fourih Inter-

nationzl and the construction of its British section, We characterise the gituation

in Europe - all Eurore - as pre-revolutionary, thcugh that has to be underciood

| in the precise sense, th:t not in each and every European country is therc a pre-

revolutionary situation - for example in Britain or in the Scandanavian countries,
If we speak of Britain being in a state of pPre-revolutionary crisis, by virtue of
its being an integral part of a continent in such a state, then we can regard such

. a conclusion as being highly conditional. It does not provide a working hypo-
thesis foxr our acliviiy, and can lead to dangerous results if com™ined with a

false appreciation of national tempo that might flow from such a conrzlusion,

The revolutionary upturn does not ascend, step by step, a2ll in perloct marching

order. That is the lesson this docunicnt hasg tried to extract from {-n 1-.»u»;01;y‘ of
the world cless-struggale since 1843, The woerking cless is not a military orpani-
sation awaiting its orders from above, or from cutei

ide its own ranks entirely
(the ristake made by all the sectarians), Its struggles proceed according to
{ matericily-governed laws, which the vanguard can either accelerate and bring to

{ fruit, or can undermine and lead to disaster, g_u_t__t_g_gwqugg;jy_gﬁrgotion of the
class-struggle is decisive. It has to be studied in all its facets. Cn the basis of
previsional conclusions drawn from such a study, policies and tactics must be

devised to give expression to the current stage in the movement of the class
struggle, and which lead on to what we believe will be its next,
tactic being subordinated to strategy and programme,.

each policy and

We find it a sad, but none the less accurate, commentary on the present state of
|the British movement that a polemic which Trotsky directed against '"Thir2 Pey:.ar
| Stalinism forty-six years ago can with almos

st equal effect be turned azainst nearly
{all those organisations claiming to be Trotskyist:

"The social-democratic parties, especially before the war, imagined
the {uture as a coriinual increase in the sccial-demeocratic vote,
which would grow systematically until the very mement of the taking
of power, For a vulgar or a pseudo-revolutionary, this percpective
still essentially retains its force, only instead of a cont
: , in the number of votes, he talks of the continual radical
' masses, This mechanical conceptio
Stalin programme of the Comintern,
the point of view of our epoch as a wh
proletariat advances in the direction ut this ig
not a steady progres sion, and more than the objective prc
deepening of capitalist contradictions.
ups af the capitalist road, The formal
downs. But a Marxist sees the road as

ups and downs, without for a moment losing sight of its main direction
- the catastrophe of wars, the explesion of revolutions, The political
mood of the proletariat does not ckhange automatically in one and the
same directicn. The up-turns in the class struggle are followed by

inual increase
igi’ion of the
n is sanctioned by the Bultharin-
It goes without saying ot from
ole, the development of the

of the revolution, ut

cess of
The reformists see only the

'revolutionaries! see only its
<« whole, all of its conjunctural




- 68 -

down-turns, the flood-tides by ebbs, depending upon complicated
combinations of material and ideological conditions, national and
international, Cur epoch is characterised by exceptionally sharp
periodic fluctuations, by extraordinary, abrupt turns in the situa-
tion, and this places on the leadership unusual obligations in the
matter of a correct orientation, !

Healy Leftism

The Healy school of Left-ism advanced the essentially intuitionist (and therefore,
quite reactionary) notion that whatever ran counter to the claim of an uprturn
(fall in strikes, drop in Labour votes, rise in Tory votes, fall in unemployment,
fall in the price of gold, improved balance of payments, falling rate of inflation,
etc.) was merely the 'sdface! and that 'deep down' the ‘real struggle' was still
going on at ever greater levels of intensity,

Then, when the Tory vote fell, Labour's vote picked up, strikes broke out, the
stock exchange fell, the balance of payments worsened, the price of gold soared
and inflation accelerated, these previously scorned 'surface' phenomena would

be invested with almost supernatural significance. This system of double book-
keeping was necessary to sustain a membership that lacked the least semblance of
understanding of Communist tactics znd strategy, and an apparatus that lived off
the illusions - and the incomes - of the humbler members. The origins of this
metaphysical conception of proletarian radicalisation (the theory of the 'permanent
offensive') have been traced both in this document and in that on the WRP. Not
only do we reject it as alien to Bolshevism. It is necessary to understand and
apply the methods that Bolshevism perfected in the Russian Revolution and codified
in the First Four Congresses of the Communist International, to gauge the temper
of the masses. Trotsky enumerates them in the same article ("The Third Period!
of the Errors of the Comintern'):

"The political activity of the masses before it assumes a more
decisive form, for a shorter or longer period may express itself

in more frequent attendances at meetings, in broader distribution

of Communist literature, in additional electoral votes, in increased
membership of the party. Can the leadership adopt in advance a
worked-out orientation based on a stormy tempo of develol:')ment,
come what may? No, It must be prepared for one or the other
tempo. Cnly in this way can the party, not altering its revolutionary
direction, march in step with the class ...

Temper

"Cne of the most important elements in orientation is the deter-
mination of the temper of the masses, their activity and readiness
for struggle. The mood of the masses, however, is not pre-
determined. It changes under the influence of certain laws of mass
psychology that are set into motion by objective social conditions.
The political state of the classg is subject, within certain limits, to
2 quantitative determination - press circulation, attendance at
meetings, elections, demonstrations, strikes, etc. etc. In order
to understand the dynamics of the proce-~s, it is necessary to deter-
mine in what direction and why the mood of the working class is
changing. Combining subjective with objective data, it is

possible to establish a tentative perspective of the movement, that
is, a scientifically-based prediction, without which a sericus
revolutionary struggle is in general inconceivable, But a prediction
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in politics does not have the character of a perfect blueprint:

it is a working hypothesis. While leading the struggle in one
direction or another, it is necessary to follow the changes in
the objective and subjective elements of the movement in order
to introduce opportunely corresponding corrections in tactics,
Even though the actual deve&lopri.ent of the struggle never fully
corresponds to the progrosis, ‘hat does not absolve us from
making political predictions, Cne must not, however, get
intoxicated with finigched schemaia, but conlinually refer to the
course of the historic process and adjust to its indications , .,

If our strategir line is determined in the final analysis by the
inevitability of the growth of coniradictions and the revolution-
ary radicalisation of the masses, then our tactics, which serve
this strategy, proceed from ‘he realistic evaluation of each
period, each stage, each moment, which may be characterised
by a temporary softening of contradftions, a right-ward turn of
the masges, a change in the relation of forces in favour of the
bourgeoisie, etc. If the masses were to turn leftward un-inter-
ruptedly, any fool could lead them',

We need, not fools, but revolutionary realists.

Supplementary Resolution on the World Fconomic Cutlook

Folitical perspectives can no more be mechanically deduced from economic trends
and shifts than they can be Projected independently of them. Cur ‘organisation

has yet to address itself seriously to the long-overdue task of probing the mani-
fold factors and processes that have underlain the protracted post-war boom, a
boom which in its unprecedented longevity and vigour has disoriented countless
individuals and groups struggling to build the Fourth International in the period
since the end of the war, Here it is possible only to indicate the areas that such
an inquiry should cover and provide some statistical guidance for the group in its
general political activity in the Labour movement.

First, it should be stated unequivocally that the foundation of the enormous pnst-
war boom was, in its inception, political, The counter-revolutionary deal
between the Kremlin and the victorious imperialist powers in 1943-1945, which
resulted in the European revolution being stifled in its infancy in the West and
bureaucratically beheaded in the East, created the political premises for the
re-building of the shattered state structures in occupied Europe, with these in
turn creating the hecessary political framework for the stabilisation, and then

the expansion, of production on a capitalist basis, In several countries - France
most notably -~ this involved large-~scale statification of the infra- structure and
even other sectors of the economy, as in Britain also, But these drastic measures
in no sense altered the class nature of the re-built economies or the position of
the wcrking class within them, Stalinist participation in capitalist governments

in Italy, Belgium and France, on the direct orders of the Kremlin, suceessiully
tied the workers' organisation in the main to this policy of reccnstruction. Strike=
breaking, production-boosting and other reactionary labour policies were faith-
fully earried out by the Stalinists, once again as part of the Potsdam deal of 1945,

By the time of the opening of the Cold War, of the Marshall Plan and of the

" Kremlin's left turn into Cominformism (1947), the Stalinists had served their

purpose in re-establishing the various capitalist regimes of Western Europe,

: From this date on, capitalist expansion had develoned its own internal logic and
' momentum, as the figures cited in the appendix incontrovertibly demonstrate,
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Here is uot thwplace. to develop worked-ovut answers to the qQuestions - fundamental
ones for Marxists - raised by the protracted boom of 1947 - 1973, a boom which
maintains its upward momentum with only slight cyclic lags, far more feeble

than those which punctuated the capitalist booms of the pre-war period and of the
period between the mid-19th century and the outbreak of the First World War,

The first task, then, is to draw attention to the scope, the nature and the
political implications of the problem. This problem has never been honestly
confronted by the British movement since the early post-war period. It is one
that the Healy leadership has quite 'consciously avoided and mystified, We
might recall here Healy's original 'third period' notion of the early post-war
period of the Revolutionary Communist Party - the 'absolute ceiling on production’,
This was endorsed by Pablo and Mandel and opposed in Britain by Crant, Haston,
Cliff and Harber. As late as the mid-195C''s, when production levels had far
outstripped those of the pre-war period (see the tables below), Healy was echoing
the British Communist FParty and Stalin's last work, 'Economic Problems of
Socialism', in his claim that the slump was upon us, that capitalism could offer
only wage-cuts, dole queues and, generally, 'a return to the thirties'. When
Behan took up this refrain in 196C, to bolster his case for the 'open party'!, Tom
Kemp provided all the correct arguments to defeat it. Economics never being
Healy's least weak suit, he was quite content to leave the economic aspects of
the debate with Behan to an expert, while he handled the apparatus struggle,
(The old entrists provided most of the ammunition for the political questions),

When Healy next ventured forth on to the unfamiliar terrain of political economy,
it was with the aid of another 'ideas man!' ~ Pilling, Pilling first embellished
Healy's half-baked ideas about automation (it was going to put all the youth out of
work and thus generate a 'new vanguard’, that would capture, from the outside
the leadership of the adult workers ~ hence the false youth-orientation of the
early sixties), Then, when automation proved to be a loser by the mid-196C's
since it had neither come to Britain on the scale predicted by Healy nor put many
youth out of jobs, Pilling fed Healy with another gimmick - monetarism, Not
only the mysteries of capitalist production, but also its doom, was enshrouded in
the fetish of money, and its purest fetishistic form, gold. Ins’zad of money being
seen as the 'shadow of commodities', as Marx depicted it in 'Capital’, Healy
embraced the fetishism of commodities by investing money and gold with the
status of primary factors in capitalist economy - he stood Marx on his head.

Gold

While SLL. members faithfully followed each rise and fall in the price of gold as if
the fate of the world revolution hung uvon it, the real processes in the world and
Br.tish economy proceeded entirely un-noticed. Just some of them are hinted at
in the tables reproduced below. They will come as a shock to those of us reared
on 'artificial booms' and the like, And they should serve as a warning to those
who in their anxiety to prove their revolutionary credentials regara it as a point
of honour not to concede either that there has been a boom in the past or that
there can be one again in the future.

The first tentative conclusions that could be drawn from the figures presented

a) That the post-war boom witnessed an upsu~~e in the level of production not
experienced in any previous phase of capitalism:

b) That, far from being ruled out, a boom is most likely in the near future, and
that the slump that opened at the end of 1973 is at an end. We are now almost
certainly entering on the first stages of a capitalist upturn which could last for
not less than two years, on the basis of existing data and projections (the
second of which must, of course, be treated as conditional).

P o TR\
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gives additional perspective on the same process,
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This is not to say that this period of upturn in the world capitalist economy wril
be uniform or will not have itg periods of crisis, economic ac well as political,
The upsurge in production that preceded the first world war was also one of
enorrous and violent class battles throughout Europe, Cnly those who hold to a
mechanical, vular causation theory of the relationship between economics and
politice will deduce from thisg conditional projection a political perspective that
rvles out new revolutionary struggles and conquests. Indeed, past expericnce
indicates that the capitalist upturn will give a new impetus to the class struggle,
will whet the appetites of the workers, give them more confidence in their power
as they become rnore necessary to the employers in the process of production,
This conjuncture is not new to Marxists, Trotsky writes about it in the early
post-war period and again in mid-1932, when the worst of the slump began to
pass over into a revival, especially in Germany and USA, with the result in both
countries/ 8 new impulse in the class struggle. In Germany there was a strike
wave, terminated by the Nazi victory., Inthe USA there was the CIO upsurge.
This conjuncture is once more on the horizon and we should be attuned tactically
to it __rj_i__g}lt,_‘n_g_‘_x_/_,_, in order that it does not throw us off course, if and when it comes,

Convulsions
P SR T T I e e ettt
Neither dses the prospect of an upturn exclude even deeper economic and social

convulsions in the near future, The fetters of the national state on capitalist
production (and on production in the Stalinist-ruled states) will become ever

- more restrictive, as the EEC experiment is already proving, (like ita Kremlin

counton-patt; Comecon). The 'realisation problem' will grow ever more acutae,.,

. The mass of surplus-value, under pressure from a revived wages movement,
. will have to be distributed among an expanding quantity of competing capitals,
. The diSpaii'tiy between the growth and investment rates of the national economies

(bouind up with the level of technology, and hence with the rate of surplus value
and of profit) will produce new tensions in the world trading system. These will
disrupt attempts to resolve the currency problem in Europe and throughout the

. world. We neither bewail nor rejoice at the prospect of an upturn now under way
i = even in feeble Britain. We simply have to prepare politically for it.

Table I indicates the rate of post-war recovery in the major :apitalist countries,
| with 1938 as the base-year (the last year of peace)., Already by 1949 the recovery

has gone beyond the highest pre-war levels. Especially of interest is the upsurge
in the USA, which then feeds the recovery in Europe (Marshall Plan etc, )

Table 2 carries this recovery forward into the post-war boom to 197C in fact,

The cifect of inflation is excluded, since these figures are for physical production,

jand do reflect incrcases in production in value terms, This table demolishes

the Healy myth of the 'artificial' or 'inflationary! post-war becia, These figures
irdicate increases in real, physical production. For the devotees of 'last crisig!
theory, they are quite shattering,

Also io bz noted is the highly uneven tempo of the recovery anc ‘h.n further
erpanzion - West Germany for example, in contrast with the U, X, Table 3

o d——— e

Table 1
Fost-War Boom: Selected Capitalist Countries; 1938 ag base

1938 1949 1955
{rrance 1cC 112 149
{Vest Germany IC:O IcC 178
ety 1¢:0 IC1 15C
Leigivm 1¢C 109 135
fus.a 1cOo 174 219

;. 1, 1cC 113 134
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Table 2
Gross National Product, in billions of dollars I
(adjusted for inflation) gi
1953 1963 1970 as
France 52 €7 117 €
west Germany 33 79 178 2:
Italy 18 40 78 wk
Belgium 8 12 22 2%
U.3.A, 360 528 844 i€
U.k. n.a. () n.a. :2

Table 3
Industrial Production: (1952 as base 100)

1938 1946 1948 1952
i'rance 71 60 81 100
West Germany 78 n.a. 41 100
Italy 62 n.a. 62 100
Belgium 71 €3 87 100
U.5.A. 36 67 18 100
Japan 88 24 38 100
U.8.s5.R. 30 29 45 100

Table 4 places these figures in their world-historical setting. They
point up even more sharply the enormous significance of the post-war
booir, which few, if any, in the Fourth International thought was
possible before it happened, or acknowledged once it was under way.,

Table 4

World Capitalist Production. 1876-1961
(1938 as base at 100)

£o0d Mining 0il ranufactures
1876 48 1.5 19
1913 80 18 75
1925 a8 35 87
1929 92 70 109
1932 104 75 69
1938 100 100 160
1948 114 133 180 145
1955 132 171 296 224
1961 154 214 379 260

(fhese figures exclude USSR atier 1913, Jastera Kurope
after 19%8 and China after 1948)
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Tables 5 and 6 A key index of the efiffectivernesss

» Cardcd Lhdicr e i O e

- of competitive ability of a capitalist economy (or any otheyr
| economy) is output per head. Output per head deperds, in turn
on the level of technolozy, and therefore, in turn, on investicnt

as a percentage of total output.

abie 5 gives output per head over the period 1950-1970,
meazured in terms of the USA. Note the rise of France and West
Germany and the relative decline of the U.l. Pear in mind aLso
when dealing with the economic problems of the Stalinist-ruled
states, the low levels of labour productivity in the U3SR and .2
other Huropean deformed, workers' states, and the incredibly low
ievel in China - lower even than Kenya, and only 7% of .. U...4.
This constituter the biggest imperialist pressure on the workers!
states, far more telling than the most deadly nuclear warhecad,

9

Table 5
Cutput per head compared with U.3.A.

1950 1960 1970
U.5.A. 100 100 109
Canada 75 77 -
West Germany 37 64 7>
Prance 46 58 75
Italy 25 33 Lt
U.x. 55 64 Gu
Czecho-51. - 44 -
Fast Germany - 53 -~
UsSR - 38 -
Foland - 34 -
Argentina - 31.3 -
Australia - 69 -
India - - 7.1
China - - 5.2
Japan - - 62
wenya - - 5.7

Table 6
% Annual Growth of Labour Productivity: 1949-1959

All Manufacturing
West Germany 4 ,9% 6.0%
Italy 4,95 T.2%
France 4.3% 5.1%
U.3.A. 2.1% 3.4%
Belgium 2.6% 3.T%
(B 1.8% 2.4%
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Table 7 gives annual percentage growth rates, that is, the
percentage by which the total output for each year was nigher than
that of the preceding year. Here again the U.i., starved of
investment and high technology, shaows up poorly. ©No¥® once more
the powerful surge of defeated Japan and Germany. The last column

gives the percentage increase of 1959 on 1937.

T able 7

1937-1948 1948-1953 1953-1959 On 1937

U.o.4A. 5.0 5.0 2.35 265
U.X. 1.2 3.8 3.2 170
W, Germany 4.5 22.7 8.5 220
Other E-C 0 5.8 7.0 200
Japan -4.4 27.4 13.2 280
Aill capital- 2.5 6.5 4.6 240
ist countries

U.3.5.R. 4.8 17.3 10.3 685
. Burope 0] 19.0 12.0 480
China 0 26.1 26.2 1290

Table 8 extends these growth rates into the 1960's, with the
U.I'. again at the bottom and with Germany (i.e. West Germany) at
the top in hLurope.

T able 8

1950-1964 1955-19¢€4
West Germany 7.1 5.6
Italy 5.6 5.4
France 4.9 5.0
U.5.A 3.5 3.1
Tk . 2.6 2.8

Table 9 gives some of the background to the previous sets of

e s

EFOitE i 4885, nTBE BOFEEhREAQN I RGENRSRL? BigR DETSBRTAES Gate

high, Tabl e 9
Investment as% of G.N.P. 1950-19¢€2
West Germany 25.9%
Italy 21.8%
France 19.5%
U.5.4. 18.4%
U.X. 16.1%

Table 10 (p.75) gives the investment rates in some major
capitalist countries (investment as¥% of Gross National Product).
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Table 10
1961 1973
Japan 349 385%
West Germany 26% 26%
France 22% 25%
Italy 25 21%
U.5.A, 18% 18%
U.k. 19% 18%
Table 11 gives increases in output per man-hour in manufacturing,

in 196; and 1974. The slow increase in U.S.A is from a high base,
The U.K. one is from a base considerably lower: see the tables
above on output per head :

Table 11

R{ise in Output per man-hour in manufacturing:
1974 on 1961 as base

1961 1974
Japan 100 340
Italy 100 240
France 100 220
West Germany 100 190
U.X. 100 170
U.5.A. 100 165

Table 12 gives the percentage shares of world manufacturing
supplied by different countries in the years 1937, 1948 and 1959,

§
1
1
|
f

Table 12
1937 1948 1959

U.3.A. 34 44 40
U.K. 10 9 I
West Germany 8 3 6
Other E.0.C.

Countries 10 8 7
Japan 3 1 2
U.S.5.R. 10 13 17

Tables 13 and 14 hint at some of the structural changes and

problems of some of the capitalist economies,
reflected in the growth of the service sector

-~ .

menon of par

agsitism,

T

able 13

including the pheno-

Share of Service Sector in Total Investment: 1949-1959

as percent
France

Italy
West Germany
U.K.

age of total investment
11.7%
12.0%
16.6%
20.0%
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Table 14
Labour Force in Selected Capitalist Countries: 1970

Percentage in: Tndustry Agriculture Services gziggs
belgium 44 5 49 70
Frence 40 14 44 29
W. Germany 42 9 41 33
Italy 42 19 35 50
detherlands 47 7 51 30
Uk, 46 ! 49 45

Tables 15 and 16 provide <ome background to the way in which

the Imperialist countries have been able to postpone the problems
assoclated with advanced capitalist economies or to weaken the
impact of them. Yxploitation of the 'third world' primary produ-
cers, by depressing world prices of raw materials and inflating .
the prices of manufactured goods, provides additional profits to
the big monopolies and partially offsets the tendency of the
falling rate of profit.

Table 15

Index of Volume Changes in World Trade,
based on 1958

1958 1967
Primary Products 100 158
Manufactures 100 210
All 100 190
T'able 16
Index of Price Changes in Yorld Trade, ﬂ

Based on 1958

1258 1967
Primary Products 100 398
canufactures 100 108

Table 17 gives some guide to the eob and flow of the class
struggle since 1962, confirming the analysis made in the main
cecument that the early and mid-sixties were years of relative
stagnation, and that the period 1968 onwards is one of renewed
class struggle.

Table 17
bays lost through strikes, per thousand workers, annual average

1962-1967 l2§8-l972 1973
france 364 277 330
W, Germany %4 74 40
Italy 1050 1912 2280
Japan 200 226 210
Belgiwi 1608 414 500
Sweden 26 62 -
Ul 184 968 570
U.3.A. 930 1534 770

excludes the May-June

The figure of 277 for France for 1968-1972
1968 General Strike.
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Table 18 gives provisional indicators for the new upturn: we have
taken tﬁevpercentage rise in output in the first quarter of 1976
above the preceding quarter and have calculated what will be the
percentage increase in output for the whole of the year 1976 if
the rise is maintained at the same rate.

Table 18

2 Change
Italy 79
France 27.5
Netherlands 22,5
Japan 21
Australia 15
Sweden 14.5
U.3.4, 8
Canada 7.5
U.K. 5
West Germany 0

On the UsA specifically - the key to the whole pattern - the
following figures will help:

In the first gquarter of 1976, consumer Spending rose by 16%

Gross National Product was the highest for four years,

A Growth Rate of 6% ig projected for 1977,

The Dow-Jones index stood at its highest (around 1000) since its
previous peak which was in 1973, It stood at 577.6 in Dec. 1974,

Industrial production was up 11% on the same quarter of 1975,

Profits were up by as much as 400% on 1975,
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AFFILIATION OF THE EAST EUROPEAN SOCIALIST PARTIES
R IN EXILE TO THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL

Memorandum submitted by the Socialist Union of Central-Eastern Europe
(1 Norfolk Place, London W,2,) to the Bureau of the Socialist Interonational,

We have received a letter of 16th December, 1971 from Hans Janitschek, the
General Secretary, informing us that the Bureau at its meeting in London on

15th November decided to recommend to Congress that the category of consul-
tative member be discontinued and enclosing a copy of the Statute of the Socialist
International as revised by the Bureau, We should like to submit the following
observations:

1) The abolition of the category of consultative member would terminate the
indivicual membership of the East European Socialist Parties in the Socialist
Interna-ional, This would be 2 most regrettable decision, with grave political
repercussions,

The affiliation of the East European Socialist parties to the Socialist International
has been of considerable moral and political significance for the cause of
Democratic Socialism in their countries., The fact alone that the iree activities
of these parties have been suppressed for many years cannot justify the termin-
ation of their membership of the Socialist International. Cn the contrary, the
longer the suppression, the greater is the need for continmuing expréssion of
solidarity with them.,

{ Despite years of oppression and persecution, serious attempts have been made
by the East European Socialist parties to restore their activities. Thus in 1956
the Social Democratic Party of Hungary revived its activities. throughout the
country, the Party newspapers re-appeared, and Anna Kethly, together with
two other Social Democrats, became Mi nisters in the Hungarian Revolutionary
Government, Anna Kethly was elected Chairman of the Party, and those living
in exile {since the suppression of their Party in 1948) were recalled to Hungary,
f their leader, Imre Szelig, being invited to become General Secretary, After

[ the 1956 Revolution was crushed, Anna Kethly remained as Chairman and Imre

| Szelig as General Secretary of the Party in Exile, and today half the members of
: the Executive Committee consist of those who left the country ih 1956, In 1968,
during the Prague Spring, the activities of the Czechoslovak Social Democratic
! Party were restored under a Central Preparatory Committee, with preparatory
committees created at regional and district levels, Supporters of this great

! attempt came from all generations, and some of them, after the Soviet invasion
of the ..ountry, joined the Czechcslovak Sccial Democratic Party in Exile; one
of the aewcomers, Josef Sadek, former leader of the Association of Social
Democratic Students in Slovakia and an economist, became Secretary of the
Party in Exile, Though temporary, these attempts testify to the determination
of East European Social Democrats not to accept the suppression of their parties
as permanent. The strength of the yearning of the working class to stand up in
defence of its rights was demonstrated again in the memorable events in the
Baltic pcrts of Poland in December, 1970,

2) It is this body of Social Democratic opinion, very widespread in our countries,
which the Sccialist parties in exile represent and seek to convey to their fellow
Social Democrats in the free countries, and ..is is the purpose of their affiliation
to the Socialist International; they draw their inspiration not only from tradition
and history but also from these still fresh developments in their countries, thus
creating a continuity not only with the past but also with the very recent and
continuing trends. This should be taken into account when considering the span

= %
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of time that has passed since the suppression of free Social Democratic activi-
ties in the Communist-dominated countries of Central-Eastern Europe.

In this connection it should be recalled that the Spanish Socialist Party, whose
free activities were suppressed ten years earlier than those of the East Eurocpean
Socialist parties, is still admitted into the Socialist International as a full
member, which it fully deserves, In contrast, the East European Sccialist
partiee in exile have been admitted as member parties with consultative status,
and consequently the proposed Statute of the Socialist International would deepen
still further this differentiaticn, for which there is no justification whatsoever,
The regime responsible for the suppression of the Socialist parties in the Central
and East European countries is certainly not less totalitarian or more human
than the Fascist regime in Franco Spain,

3) We appreciate that, as was stated in the General Secretary's letter, "the
Bureau made it quite clear that the East European exile parties would in future
continue to be represented in our organisation as members of SUCEE", and we
were glad to note his statement published in SINEWS of 18th December. Yet the.
continued affiliation of the SUCEE to the Socialist International would not alter
the fact of the termination of the individual membership of the East European
Socialist parties, It was on this.fact, confirmed by the statement, that the
press and radio reports about the expulsion of the East European Socialist

parties in exile from the Socialist International were based. As examples we
would like to quote:

a) a TRIBUNE (British Socialist weekly) article of 19th November under the
title "Socialist International Breaks with the Past':

"The Socialist International ... in effect threw out the ten 1
East European and Central European 'exile! parties by |
aboli shing the consultative member status under which they

operated. Admittedly the exiles still have a link with the

S.1. through their membershxp of the Socialist Union of

Central-Eastern Eurcpe, an S, 1, affiliate. But in reality they -

and their anti-Communist implications - have gone,"

b) a RADIO BUDAPEST report of 17th November: :

""The Executive Committee of the Sccialist Internaticnal at its
last session in London abolished the category of consultative
member, This decision automatically puts an end to the

m gmbership of those gro ups which were formed by right-wing
Social Democratic politicians who have left the socialist
countries, Cne of them is Anna Kethly's organisation which
calls itself the (Hungarian) Social Democratic Party in Exile,
Sources close to the headquarters of the Socialist International
comment that the aim of this decision was to eliminate the
impediment which handicaps the Western Social Democratic
parties in the East-West dialogue',

A dispatch along similar lines from its London correspondent was published
in NEPSZABADSAG also on 17th November,

c) A despatch from Maciej Slotwinski, WARSAW RADIO correspondent in
London, braadcast on 22nd November, repo.ted the decision of the Bureau,
adding that,

"' in this way the Socialist International got rid of the so~called

socialist parties from Eastern Europe and anti-communist
elements',
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4) This shows that the proposed termination of the individual membership of
the East European Socialist parties in exile is being made full use of by the
unceasing Communist crusade against Social Democracy in our countries. That
is why we appeal to the Bureau of the Socialist International to take a decision
that would clarify the situation fully, dispel any doubts, and prevent the
repetition of any biased interpretations. This could be done, for example, by

a decision of the Bureau that the parties which until now have had consultative
status will, after the adoption of the new Statute, become Observer parties,
This would simply preserve the state of affairs which has been in force for
many years and has proved satisfactory, "To make the Socialist International
a more compact body with a more rational structure, in which membership
would in future be vested in parties functioning in their own countries" (as the
statement in SINEWS said} certainly does not require the termination of the
individual membership of the East European Socialist parties, which have had
no right to vote and which have always carefully avoided any abuse of their
rights within the International, for instance agreeing as a rule on having one
common spokesman in the debates, This is how they propose tc act also in the
future,

We trust that the Bureau will give careful consideration to our observations
and to our appeal, which is motivated solely by our concern for uphclding the
prestige of the Socialist International in the eyes of the people of our countries
and avoiding any damage to the cause of Democratic Socialism,

17th January 1972 SOCIALIST UNION OF CENTRAL-EASTERN
: EUROPE
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The following is a document received from Poland:

A REPORT OF REPRISALS AGAINST. THE WORKERS OF THE 'URSUS"
AND OTHER MANUFACTURING PLANTS

(based on numerous eye-witness accounts)

Cn June 25th almost the whole of the labour force of the Ursus mctor factory
was out on strike from morning. At first the workers waited on the shop floor
for the :nanagement representatives to come , and about 9,CO a. i, made

their own way out of the factory to the administrative block, The workers
demanded that representatives of the principal authorities come immediately
for consultations with the labour force of the factory, This demand was refused
by the management and in view of this workers took up positions on nearby
railways lines and stopped rail traffic on the Warsaw to Kutno and Warsawto
Skiernica lines, The purpose of this action was to inform as large a number

of people as possible of the Ursus strike,

Protest action was throughout carried out in quite an orderly fashion, Police
authorities did not intervene, but only mobilised large units of militia and oz le
observation (including helicopter surveillance). Cf the more important
incidents mention should be made of the following: a female worker slapped
the local Party First Secretary and the Ursus Manager when during their
address to the crowd they were critical of the strike; trains were stopped,
including international connections, railway lines were dismantled and an
unsuccessful attempt was made at cutting rails with acetylene torches; a loco~
motive was rolled into the gap where the rails had been taken up; an egg
delivery van was stopped and the eggs were distributed among the strikers and

casual passers-by; a sugar delivery van was stopped and the sugar partly
distributed,

About 8,00 pP.m. workers heard a television broadcast by the Premier revoking
the pri::e increases and after this announcement began to disperse, It was
exactly then that the detachments of the militia attacked the dispersing crowds
with rockets and tear gas, hitting out with truncheons and kicking the fallen.,
During the police action a restaurant car burst into flames (probably hit by a
rocket or other incendiary device). The fire was extinguished by the fire
brigade but because of difficult cperational circumstances (successive charges

of police detachments) the restaurant car and part of the next carriage were
destroyed.

The militia detachments then organised a man-hunt that was eccompanied by
brutal beating of people in the streets, mainly of youths, Bcth uniformed and
plain-clothes detachments rounded up people, often passers-by, in the area
round the factory, in the town's main streets and in the outskirts of Ursus,
Those stopped were beaten with truncheons, spanners, belt buckles and were
kicked often to unconsciousness. This operation lasted until morning,

Here are some examples illustrative of the methods used by the police
-authorities:

- a worker on his way for the third shift was arrested and brutally beaten;

- a worker returning from the second shift was arrested and beaten and further
abused in a police car;

- a worker gone to fetch his wife, on foot, from Wlochy (from the second shift)
was arrested and beaten up in his wife's presence; he was dragged by the
feet to a police car;
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~ a worker returning home with a wife in late pregnancy was forcibly pushed
intoa pelice car, the wife being brushed aside;

- a worker returning in the evening t'ovth'e workers' hostel was stopped near
the hostel by some men in civilian clothes driving a private car(command-
eered for the operation) and beaten in the car until bleeding;

- som= young people walking along the Street of the Heroes of Warsaw near
a police station were attacked by militia and beaten; one of them lost cons=-
ciousness, whereupon he was abused as he lay unconscious; he was later
collected by an ambulance;

- a young worker was hit so hard with a truncheon during the police interven-
tion, that he sustained fractures of the jaw in two places.

Cn arrival at the Ursus police station the arrested had to walk down between

a double line of truncheon thrashing militia men, Some were forced through
the double line twice. Once inside the building they were thrown in, one by
one, into a special room where a number of militia would beat them and kick
them and if some fell they would be kicked on the ground, Cases are known
where ribs were broken, In the back yard of the station a 'health trot! was
organised round which the arrested were ordered to run under a hail of trunch-
eons,

It seems that all the arrested were beaten - not one exception to this rule is
known, That night a sum $otal of 2CO to 3CO people were arrested,

The arrested were next transported to the Mostowski Palace - those who had
collapsed during the beating were dragged by their feet and bodily thrown into
police cars, In the Mostowski Palace they were photographed and had their
finger-prints taken. Then they were examined under ultra violet lamps to see
if they had been marked with special dust dispersed by cartridges fired during
earlier action by the militia for identification purposes. Here too enquiries
were held for the first time, Then they were transported to the HQ in
Takowiecka Street. Before being taken to the Mostowski Palace some passed
through a middle stage at the Walicow police station, where they were also
beaten,

Cn Sunday, 27th June, courts of summary jurisdicticn were called and these sat
late into the night. Those arrested were charged with attacking the militia,
ignoring orders to disperse, demolishing shops, railway carriages etc, The
majority of the accusations were false, Militia men were called as witnesses

~ generally these were not the same people has had arrested the accused - and
the cases were heard on written evidence from absent witnesses for the prose-
cution,

Almost all the accused were sentenced, Fines and penalties of between 15CO
and 500C zlotys were meted out, or some dozen hours of unpaid 'social' work
or suspended imprisonment, After 48 hours most of the accused "vere sent
home,

Cn Monday June 28th, workers who had been set free resumed work though
some had to stay at home suffering from shock from the beatings, After a few
days the motor works terminated without notice contracts of employment of all
those workers who had been arrested, citin- 28 legal grounds Article 52, nara 1
of the Penal Code. Those of them who had accommodation at the workers'
hostel were ejected from their lodgings the following day,

N
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It was primarily those who had been arrested that were dismissed from work,

Nevertheless a much wider group was subject to dismissal, Dismissals were

handed out on the basis of photographs taken by the militia and on the basis of

statements made by some of the managers and by informers. In the course of
this workers' rights were blatantly violated, Here are some examples:

- a worker who had been off sick for a long pericd and had a medical
certificate of exemption from work, had his contract cf employment
‘terminated without notice; on June 25th this worker had not even been
at work on account of illness;

- another worker's contract was similarly terminated though he was on
holiday at the time and had not even been at work on that day,

Since on June 25th almost everyone at Ursus had been on strike, the management
could dismiss anyone they themselves or the supervisory staff did not like, The
total number of dismissed at the Ursus plant is not known., Various figures are
qucted, Cne quite frequent estimate puts the figure at 250 and ancther at about
1500. This divergence has hitherto not been clarified - one should expect
confirmation of the second rather than the first estimate,

Between July 4th and 6th, those of the workers who had been sentenced to fines
were served summons to the Ursus police station, They presented themselves
thinking that only formalities of some sort were required. However, they were
arrested and taken to Warsaw to the police HQ on Rakowiecka Street (this
included persons who had paid their fines). It turned out that the militia's
Warsaw Command had ordered a revision of the earlier sentences which it
considered too lenient, The courts of summary jurisdiction were directed to
re-hear all cases and return sentences of absolute imprisonment, That was
indeed the way that matters went and now almost all s¢entences came to three
months'! imprisonment. Some of the cases were tried with complete disregard
for the principles laid down by the Code of Penal Proceedings, Thus for example,
statements by an absent witness (Witness Dynda) were cited at the trial which
alleged that the accused had attacked militia men. The court gave no credence
to denials by the accused and based their verdict just on the written evidence

of the prosecution witness who was not present at the trial, Cften use was made
of an indirect witness of the prosecution (Witness Dabek) who had merely put on
record at the police station personal details of those arrested and cause of arrest
as stated by the militia escort, Since Witness Dabek had not recorded personal
details of the militia escort, there was no way of checking the credibility of

the information, It happened too that witnesses confused various of the accused
and did not know at all well where they had made their arrest,

After hearing their sentences workers were transferred to the Bialoleka Prison,
Many of them submitted appeals, unsuccessfully as a rule, because the second
hearings had confirmed the earlier verdicts. The court alsc made no reacticn
to statements by workers that they had been heaten by the militia,

Wher. the first month was up some of those sentenced (about 4C in number) were
offered suspension of the remaining two months of imprisonment for a period

of six months, Thus about 4C people were released from prison at the beginning
of August, It is worth noting that those who had earlier paid up their fines and
had then been sentenced again (to three months! imprisonment) have still not
received their money back, They were thus punished twice for the same actions,

All those workers who faced reprisals (this applies both to those who had conly
been dismissed from work as well as those who had been tried) can find no
employment anywhere, State employers, co-operatives and even private
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employers have been banned from accepting them into employment (private
employers were threatened with suspension of their licences), The Warsaw
Employment Bureau does not even agree to interview workers dismissed from
work after the events of 25th June, In some cases workers who have been
accepted (despite the ban) were dismissed from their jobs., The Area RKeview
Committee in Pruszkow as of now still takes a negative view of applications for

a review of dismissal decisions. Workers are convinced that they will be ]
re-employed after a break of three months, for then they will have lost contin-
uity of employment and related rights, l

Cn July 16th and 17th, the County Court in Warsaw tried seven workers accused
of derailing a locomotive, Five of them worked at the Ursus motor factory,
one at the nearby Pruszkow machine tool factory and one was a truck driver
and managed a newspaper kiosk for 'Ruch'. None of them had any previous
convictions, The youngest was not quite 21, the eldest was 42 years old, They
were officially assigned legal counsel, The only evidence available were
phetographs, Sentences were handed out of 5 years, 4% years, 4 years and

3 years imprisonment. The highest sentence was given to the youngest of the
accused, Most of the families of these accused are in dire financial straits_:

~ Grzegorz Zielonka (aged 42) left a wife with two adopted children aged 7 and
- 8; the wife has to look after a sick and disabled mother, so she cannot take up
empioyment; the family thus has no means of support;

- Czeslaw Milczarek (aged 27) left a wife and two children (1 and 3 years old);
the wife loocks after a mother who suffers from severe asthmz:; . nevertheless
she has decided not to stop working;

- Wojciech Czarniecki left a mother who recently underwent a partial gaster-
ectomy; the mother received a pension of 90O zlotys,

In August two trials were held at the Pruszkow Court of persons accused of
distributing eggs and sugar from the smashed delivery vans. Altogether 12 )
people were sentenced to jail for from a l-year suspended sentence to between

3 and 5 years imprisonment, The families of those convicted are also suffering
severe material hardship,

The number of workers still detained remains unknown, It is thought the number
reached 50, Some of these (IC persons) are the subject of an investigation
regarding derailment of a locomotive. Some of their families experience severe
material difficulty:

- a family with a large number of children (aged between 4 and 15); the wife
cannot seek employment for health reasons; they do not have any means of
living and receive some, though inadequate, help from relatives;

- aged parents, both gravely ill (mother blind and suffering from severe J
diabetes, father with bilateral hernia); their elder son came out of prison
after 6 weeks of arrest and still faces proceedings; he is severely ill; /

distorted spine, diabetes and this year suffered three heart attacks (in May,
“une and also early July during beatings at the police station in Ursus); the
‘er son was sanctioned by the Public Prosecutor on October 1st, and is
‘~w Prison; as a result of beatings by the militia he sustamed fractures
t o two places; : :

young boy who is mentally retarded and has been receiving
since infancy, is being held in detention (since the beginning
N investigation,
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Help from places of work and local Social Security offices is feeble, Allowances
which a place of employment is legally bound to pay and which were approved

at the lower administration level (sectional) were rejected by an over-riding
authority (managerial). Also, local social workers refuse help when approached,
Since for the most part families were in the keep of the present victims of the
reprisals, they are now themselves deprived of medical care,

Note
The above account contains names of only those who have so far
been tried in cases reported by the press, Names of other persons
mentioned are known to the authors of this account. The names are
not disclosed here for fear of further reprisals that might be
applied to the personsa concerned,

Translated by the Association of Pclish Students,




