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cords characterise the differences between reform and revolution: power and

- FLISTIESS

For the reformist. power takes the form of political office gained through the

seence of o passive working class. Capitalism to him is not a system which must

selit and overthrown, but @ machine which can be manipulated at will to move

s left ue right sccording 1o the disposition of the government in office. His
avernding nh]«:cli‘-".', therefore, is to control the levers of this machim'.

In this scheme of things. the working class has at best a subordinate part fo play. It
gy yole, it may find the money, but it must not fight: for any real siruggle threatens
existence of the very machine which the “politicians™ have set out to control.
siironted by a militancy which threatens their authority and the direction they have
hosen . they will, if it cannot be contained, try to destroy it.

S lone as socigl demoeracy is successful, this aspect of reformism remains hidden; at a
time of crisis. however, on the scale of that in Britain today, it is starkly and brutally

reviealed.

The right reformists, of which the Wikson government is the principal expression, seek
to maintain discipline. to restore order to industridl relations, The lefi reformists. whn

cFORM,
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perceive in this an attack upon the working class and the ultimate destruction of the
party, are paralysed; they cannot support reoression, yet neither can they fight it. For
the only force capable of defeating the ruling class is the working class: and the left
social domocrats have no intention of mobilising so uncontrollable a force,

Their justification is that such a struggle would destroy the party, disrupl society, and
unleash the forces of reaction. But this is to miss the point. The Labour Party has no
future, and the disintegration of British sociely is beyond their or our control; a
revolutionary struggle, though it may in the short run encourage the forces of reaetion,
i8 in the long run the only way of defeating them. The allernatives for Britain, for the
whole of Western society indeed, are clear: revolulion or repression,

Left reformism is pernicious. [t is both utopian and defeatist: utopion because it has a
vision of the future in which ¢lass antagonism and expluitation will wither of their own
accord: defeatist because when confronted with the forces of reaclion. it cannot
believe that the working class is capable of securing their defeat. In a phrase: it
overestimates the potentialities of the capitalist system, and underestimates the
capacities of the workers,

It has become fashionable to decry the power of the non-revolutionary left; but this is
incorrect. It still has the power 1o confuse and obfuscate the issues of the day.

Darliament, Socialism, and the death of Bevan.

From the thundering of Ancurin B an to the mislcading mysticisms of Ramsay
Macdonald: ‘Ilil thesc r.l_vlisl‘.ic dil'fﬂtl . alone has polilits within the Labour hft\f
pested. Withhut exceplion., its vatlook i remained the same: a fascination with the
Parlismentary machine and a desire (o express all polities within it. The situation has
pot chaneed today. The fire of Bevan is missing but the Parliamentary left is as
anconcerncd as ever with the question of rising consciousness among the working class;
Ws aim remains to divert all agitation into pressure at Westminster, to reduce all politics
10 3 kevel scceptable to Mr Wilkkon and the Labour whips.
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Labour Represcataton Commitiee in 1900 every
significan] upsarge amocgst the wmking class was
darected ®l secaring  potliamestary fepresensatico.
The rames of men bke Hmney, Tom 'Ll.mn, Jamas
Comnalty and Johes Msclean, whoss hoszons were
ot mimalarly fizmitod stand cut as (he exesptions m
Brush workivg chiss lastary.

When the Labour Party ame ingp exksence this
sesslon with Partament led to an electoral sThenes
with the Liborshs and later 1o the diasirous coalition
povermments of 19234 and 1779:31, Ramway
MacDanakl with nis grovelling respect for  the
haliowed  nstitution cume fo  symbolise the
orienftion aof the party. The subsequent evolvlivn
of the Labour Pariy has led to the comtemporary
povtimion where i e wsts almost sobely as an clecronral
muctane. The willingness of its members, (hath ‘left’
and  Cright’) o scoept Ihe Madlcrous farpe of
parrlzi nentary  procodune s indicative of the dtﬂ'ﬂ“
1o which Brteh ssuldemocracy has sunk.

ok of Pardtament av 2 smoke screen Srawn avet

| aperatioas of society s becoming mare 1nd

miwe apparent. For many yesrs pow studynis OF

poltics has boes sccustomed to regard the indivikical

M. as of Btk significance, poBey inltiatives tyisg

with the Cabinet and (for Ihe opposition) the

Pastimmentary  leadership, Recemtly J P Mackintosh

(himetl & Labour MLP.) Bas argued that effecdive

power 13 now still furfher concentrated in the hands
of the Prime Mimister

Far more important however ane the limits withs
wigch the “policy makers™ work, Recent {mancizl
erises  have given a3 olam  demonstrution  of
povernivents working md gecosding to the dictates
of partarent (which is never consuliod enly ssked
w give Lhe st of approval aftor the ewnt), bus
ihase of b backers. Varivus studws bave ne

haw v ciei] SEVONES, prossure gronps Far pasticukic
indastoigl mterests, Ranking 40d Insarance inlerests
Gte. meimimin om eTeotel policy making Penction
q'l.lll.\; o mbent wl povermmomis The Ve
tncroasimg  oneentration  of  spitaliet  incusry,
nosfural sow by the Industriol  Reorgoistion
Cospovption actuzlly serves 18 concesimute  Thiv
jomve, allowing e manapohcs more and nare o
dictate to the goveement (cg. the ol euppanies
e fhe price of North Scns Gas, Plessey over the
frics of  telephesie egeipment. The nabiosaEecd
industrivs, supseadly o0 at the victerks which
rosgltod froe Labair contral of thy gow eiment ars
MTevtiveis nanfrodlsd ay peivate industrialises and
s Lestly servants of privase Swhus<ies ond comoletels
ry the pesate aector. ks the Mormisozaan
at madesalisation 1wy are accountabls
wr to Parlizme nl woe Bt awn employess

The powwer of Parlioment i theretore  sccually
diminishieng, Al the work of bougedls aaadysa ol
wlitivel tronds ceatifios 1o this oot Paradososlis it

the “A" M.P2 w Latour Party whe oor tinue
assideomely (et bvare the idision of the possibiaty

el el b natical sectal chams. theosugh a8 agancy,
I v sicor The elestwe of the Widawm
PTIRS fiT] 1, a wrand i3 woaich they hese been
o o iveteat v no onlluerge aves tiw
A 1 11 hes take o Uhe form mome 2nd

i l:li~ =pie sl o= W justiiution,

this “theory™ in masxisn. A% 11 0 many other Helds
e Commumist Pariy haa milended this view, Their
new policy ymtcwent reaffiems tbe Jeetlon of a
majority ¢ ompyunist and “lell-wing” lahour M.Ps
2s e means to the estsblishment of sochalisie 0
Reltain, A more resliziye, and mare newaling, view
wist tnken by Stan Newsns, M.P. in g resent drticke ™
which be (recly sdmitted he saw his maln vole 25 3
sori al epeprehensive social workes!

We do not nesd 1o look far in tene or space for 3
wmerede  cxample of the dissstrous effect of
“parliansentanst” illusons smongst the leadership
of the working chiss. On May 29th 1968, de
taulie’s government was virtualky 10
million workers Were oa Factory
sccupationy were spreading, Adion eommartees
umiting beomder and broadux Biyers were spompng

. Frlvcted deal alrwady existed in the ares
gﬂmlm The loree wis shawing sgné of
skafection. The pendntry wax moving snd the
sapport of (he armed forces for the govemment
was by w0 means certaim. AL (his poant de Gaulle
offercd 05 a  soluteon  to  this  profound
pre-resodutionary  cmiss  —  fresh  pariamentary
cicctions! The olTer was thank(ully smlwnesd by
the social demoemiic and stabinss! lisadershaps of
the working class  paolitical snd  indusrisl
movement. The chiss way demwobibised, Al ffosts
wieze made to end the sirike. Poliocal aclivity was
giscctad solely (o e clection wepalgn. The
result: capitabisn (and de Gaullel still rule in
France,

Does all this mean that socialists should tzko no
part i Psrlisment"Thes guestion can oely be
deeided by what @ expadient at a gwen time. Fec
those of us who do rot beliewe fhat socialissy Gan
mver br achivesd through Paament the gqustion
of partivipation s purely & matter of factich ln
190% big Gifferences arvae 0 the Bobdwvik Pasty
over the guestion of parbespabion i e Puma. The
Wfter was set up # & result of the 1905 Revolution,
wilh the quite franspareat inlerton of diverfing
revolulionasy &n {especially that of the mascent
maddle clgss) inte the padismentory fickd, No svent
shows the role of bousgals parlicwnis more

hig carlier tactics. Reslgalng fram the government in
1951 e imm Iy dechoed to Jead o real figat
sgoinst Atles, declrmg: “We sre determined o do
rothing tha! my impedr Chis snity (af the Parv)™.
Aler (b 1951 chection Ocfest of labour the
parliaipentary  Hevanites aflowed themselves to be
muzled by the rpdmposed Onders of (e
Farliomeotary Labour Party, All @ apposition
o Tury governowat policies cenwd,

The parlamentary notons af ‘callective
responebitty’ was even carrind imto the Laboy
Farty wo that Bevan and others sat silencod &
Labour Pariv Coalarence by thelr Faecutive status,
Al w0 Time did ey make o real appeal to the rank
and file of the labour Movement: “Themselves
Hmited by their parlismentary and execative
Tesponsibilstics, they fell tack on the politis of
manevuvy wnd were ropulaly outrsnoousred in
the prowuss™,

Fyven nsore erippling was Bevan's ek of 2 clear
perspective far akternative poboies. It was this
above all which ssabied him 1o retum to the fold =
Guitskell's Elndume® Fipeign Secrolary, 0 accept
the katier's "ecomienic mymngag” and 1o uiler Lis
famous phrase and M 1957 Purey Condesenve that
the idoptua of & poliey at unilteral: nuchar
disarmameni woald leave o Labodr Foragn
Secretary (0 go "maked miv (he Cosfentnee
chamber”, Whatever view he mey base held in the
i # ten, An obmession with
pastismeniary politics bed Bevan, in the warsd
madinons of social to substitote (he
for supposed power for hi for (he quest
working class power.

Ihe destruction of pachamentanst illusons in 1he
Labour movemen! |5 the absolute precoguisile ©of
the craation af o poltical instovmen! cagabls of
owverthrowing  British Malistt, Foetenotely we
can see tnat the days of our Rrter day “Bevamite'
are numbered, In their ever meoreasing stovggles over
quusons of conrral at the paiot of producrion’
wiard are coming fare 1o [age with the realites ol
power. o theic sty agninst che authoeity of
thy bousgeanis acivwi sty sy are ining to
sppreciale Thige reallties wiveh will them to
pY 8 cwan part = che developmenst of =

lucidly, Lenin hald bowever that, whik: d cing
the Duma as o frwed, the Balsheviks shoald (igkt
for cbaction to i1 besuse # oTered @ platform,
parbasmentary minanimy,

In the s way Lenin srgeed from the special
drcurnsiances in Weslern busope in (b sitermath
of wai that the construction of new Mass parties
Jlctated that revolutionary murvixls should use to
the follest oxtent the oppovtuntes offeced by
hoarpenis gemomucy. Niv one cen assert thal in dhe
peusass of buliding ¢ nias revolutionary perty o
Bedtsdin 1t will mot he neoessary al semi stage o the
wther to fight elechore,

he camer ol Mickacl Foot's hern, Ansunc Besan
artuadly eles us an object Rsson in the feilingy of
parfamentorism.  Poshaps bouied by s own
mnstery  of (b sipsedicialiny of  parhamentay
Arbabe and cartaaly sulfexing Do @n acatg baok of
2 structized teology, Beven, who wus Uhw ooatral
Fioss iw thas Lofe in e %es onded les Efe havimg

reval ary theary. ‘'he growth ef such stougyivs
and 1he increasip irrslesunce of the anties of car
Jolt" socml demoveats will Snable the Hritich
wurking chis o diws itelf of one basc ibusion
atich sends in e way of conducting & real Gght
For the gwerthieoa af capltalism.
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There is only one solution to the Housing Problem. It is a simple one.

It must be made illegal for anyone to own a house that he does not live in.

Land must be nationalised immediately.

Nor must rent exceed ten per cent of a person’s income -- to be paid to the

and used for the construction of new houses.

dont be silly said
the vicar

On Saturday 2ist December the London
Squatters Campaign occupied 3 15 room
vicarnge in Capworth St.leytor. The place
had been empty for three years, in spite of o
request from the Sguatters in 1966 thar it
should be offered 1o homeless fumilies as &
pluce to live

The same duy, squatters in Notting Hill
occupsed & block of half<empty luxury fats
and stayed there for five hours, The squatters
movement! is growing, and no wonder: there
are 15574 people in the UK. living in
homeless hostels; » howsing list of 160,000 in
London alone; 1.800,000 people living in
houses that are “unfit for human habitstion™
Meanwhile, up go the luxery flats and the
office blocks ~ because this 18 London 1969,
imd there are big fat profits to be had in
knd-speculation. They're fatter still if you
chasge impossible rents and keep the building
empty, because prices go up so fast that
sonner or later someone will pay what you ask
no matter how much it 5.

S0 Ron Bailey and his friends went into the
*mpty vicarage in Capworth St.Leyton. Soon
after, two homeless mothers, Mis Beresford
ind My King, arrived al the vicarage with
thew kids to move in with them. Too late,
though The Vicar had mken one look at this
otolerable mvasion of the privacy of the
empty bowe 5t the other end of h spacious
Pt amd tad phosed the pudne

“You're under arrest!™ they piped to several
people, including vour Black Dwarfl reporter
But they were wrong. Eyes builging. Her
Mgty s (onmtatry  vaddesly 'thh-n.'

We Don’t

Like

up, and we were free again.
Mirs Beresford looked on with approval,

“You're doing a damn good job,” she saud.
And sdded, talking of occupying buildings
penerally, “it's the only way to get things
done.”

Al this point, your intrepsd Black Dwarl
reporter noticed that the cops were 2l busy i
the rosd, he dashed into the vicarage and ran
up the stairs. But the sqvattess had harricaded
thermselves in on the second floor, seo he
couldn™t join them.

“Hey you' Get out of here!”™ said a voice from
the stairs. It was the vicar kimself, fong-nosed
arwl watery-eved, his weak Lips tembling with
Clustian embarrassment. With him was an
ineflectuallooking pink gentleman in =
howler hat

“Certainly 17 get out — f you let that
homeless family move in, replicd Black Dwarf

“Don't be silly!"” snapped the vicar unhuppily.
“Anvway, this bulding s already occupsed.
It used as 2 church hall.”™

“Why then'” ¢ried Black Dwarf, suddenty
going all religious. "What better use could 2
church hall have at Christmas time than to
house 3 homeless famaly ™™

Pink gentierman
Om "t b wllly ' cnd e watw agas.

“Now look bere,” amd the pank genitieman. ™|
think you'd better just go down those stairs.
You're - er - not supposed to be in here.”

“'m sonv,” said Black Dwarf manfully, “If
you want me to go, you'll have to gel the cops
to coene and take me out Who are you

yway ™

| of Leyson pobce.” b
bl afyer winh, | found myself
our om the Sreet agam.

[ wulked 1o Mrs Beresford and Mrs King, They
both live in Councd Buildings, having run the
whole gamut of coademmed houses,
rat<infested flars and homeloss hostels. What
were thete council buildings like?

A dump!™ said Mrs Beresford.
Mss King tunted 1o the {elevision men;

“You should take yvour TV cameras down o
take pictures of the tofets wheee 1 live,” she
sued.

She gave a gaphic description of the
conditions of the place

“Why don’t the Welfare do something abow
A" someone asked.

Killed or drowned

“They're useless.” she said. “Ir tikes o kid to
be kiled of drowned for anyiking to be
done ™

By now the ovecupalion was attrasting
atiention from the local people. particularly
the ones living in 81 . Mathews Comt. the block
of fMas oppasite, Ron Bailey, leaning our of
thie Vidhruge upstairs  windaw  with 2
megaphone, asked them fos some belp:

“We have a slight problem i here,” he
houted. “There’s no lavatory i the room
we'te in Could any of you let us hawe »

plastic buacket™

Within ten minotes, 3 dosen plastc buckets

1 clear where
. We started 1o
throw the buckets and various wems of food
up o the sguatters, It was at this point that
Her Majesty’s Noble Cops, still smaning from
hew defeat carlier in the day, decided 10
make their puny presence felt, and procecded
to make two of the most unnecousary arrests
' seea for a long tme. Thank you J 121
and J 728,

The amrests didn’1 affect the squatters, though.
They were well barricaded, and the poor old
wicar wasn't going to ask the police to use
force 10 get them out, They stayed the full 24
hours they had promsed, and walked oul

state

by a Black Dwarf reporter

victorious znd untouchied he next day,

Their next siep: To move same homeless
families tto an unoccupied building and keep
them there

Finally — a last ward from the Archdeacon of
West Vam;

Coloured Christmas

“What vou don’t understend is that we're
domng a lot for the homeless families. I'm
chairman of a commities 0a the subject. And

er — I'm having 3 coloured family staying
with me for Cluristreas.”

Last word from Mes King:
“I'm not bringing my kids up un the church.™
Last word from Ron Wadley:

"We want everyone 1o lske this up —
including all the Blake Daarf readers.”™

And some last wrords from Black Dwaef

You're doing a great job, Ron, and Black
Dwarf supports you all the way. But don't
give them the chance to take the sting out of
what you're doing by wiling you off as
starry<cyed sdealsts - * " young peogple,
uniike the kind who g on Victnam
demonsirations

The bousng sftuation is 2 scandal. Bt 8 &
ome of countless wandals that! sre mevitable
moder capetabsmn and thaet Bustrate the fact

that under capitslism momey & more
important than . Lord Shaftesbury oo
them 1o stop xploitation. Most adults

sre still exploited. Capitalism may just solve
the housing problem (though it's unlikely).
But new towns will seill be planned, like the
Al ones, with big hiouses with big gardens for
the boss class, and litthe houses with lirtle
gardens for the workers,

Let the scandal of the housng situation be
shown @p again and agnin. But let's cxpiam
why a5 well, In other words: let the dogan of
fature occupations he:

CAPITALISM  equals empty houses plas
homeless people

by Bert Scrivener

Horrible Horace

During the past four months 50,000 GLC tenants {not 9,000 as stated by Cutler) have besn protesting
and withholding rent incresses .mposed by the GLU for the purpose as origmally anmounced by Mr
Horace Cutler of levelling up Courcil Rents to the “Fuir Rents Level” of the private landiord. He did
omit to state that he was himsell a private landlord and land developer, also to mention that the tory
GLC action of attacking rents had o precedert in 1957 when the then tary housing minister Brooks
apened the flocdgates of profit for the private landiord, land speculatans & developer, virtually putting
all council tenants and ratpayers in geneeal in the hurds of the moncy lenders 1o whoin today we are
paying {83 i the £1 interest

ACTIONI!

On Sunday 9th of February the London Squatters are
holding a public meeting to install (and protect) homeless
people in empty property in the East London area. [f you
want 1o joig this action, be at Manor Park British
Railways Station at 2p.m. You can get there by buses 25
and 56. by the Gidea Park train from Liverpool St., or by
a l::.;emn’ll linc tube to Stratford followed by either of the
above.

Figher rents and pay frecze we downright attempes at lowering the standsid of living for the
individual, Compilition of figures and presentetion o <ime 1o justify the action can fool some people
but there sre still sume lefl wide awake enough 1o discover their weakniess.

The strike against reat increasss will go on

It will not dimirish,

A suff programme is being built up.

My Cutler and all 21 County Hall car look forward to a busy tie as we extend our area influence.

We don’t need vour press, fall of political bies, sex stories
trash and frivialities

We hawve something muore potent, something alive
WL HAVE THE POSTER WORKSHOP

worth any 20 presses of Fleet Street

Fhis workshop is the pulse of the people

[t's the voice & image of the people.

Understanding them & knowing them

The peaple use it

Ihe peop e work it

And people not microbes direct & guide.

[ts products sre tlung widze & far aerss the whole of
Greater London.

1175 the most uneque workshop in the wa-dd,

Visitars Irom abroud come & want 1o help

Film eompanies & press want the workshop story,
NO DICE?

On  Friday. 21st March there will be 3 national
demonstration at Centre Point, the skyscraper at the end
of Tottemham Court Road that has stood emply ever
since it was built two years ago, Remember: there arc
8.000,000 square feet of empty office space in London
alone, while thousands have nowhere to live and
thousand more live in slums. Smash the land Speculators!
Get Centre Point!.

Watch Black Dwarf for more details.

e
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We are fortunate to hive “ourd (he Poster Workshep,

1 has Dece a bowm and & blessing having supplicd and
produced for es fiee ol chiurge soms 2,000 S 000 pusten
witly. zlear, and carmyung the message

NOT A PENNY ON THIE RENT.

7

CAPITALISM = EMPTY HOMES
+ HOMELESS PEOPLE

Sa il wisu have a3 need, Use i

and hke us give a lictle donztion 1o help the cost of
- 8




LETTERS

£10.000 REWARD

Dexr Hrother

May | proffer some advice to Dwarves
f Worcestershire?

When men tell them: I fought for vou
in the st war®, the Dwarves should say
“Where™ “In what battle?™ “In what
mpgment” “In what company of thst
regiment ™ (If this last & & fighting unit)

Very few people (comparatively ) fought
o the last war. O every 10,000 men, 92,000
were supply rroops or suchlike (RASC,
RAFC, ACC, RAMC, SRCMP)

The 1000 remaining formed sn infantry
regiment (which does the acrual Killing). :

These were hroken down as follows
HOQ. company (always in permanent reserve
and never actuslly poeng forward to the
assault), the beavy weapons compeny who
were used mamnly in defence and the rifle
companics A. B, C, and D. These last were the
head of the army arrow. 90 men to each
company — 360 men to kill or be killed. Not
much of a product from 10,000 was it” These
360, do not tell people that they fought for
them. nor was Mr Dince, MP onc of them. We
fought for bully-beel. 3/- a day, and because
we were told to. We had no wieals, and we

were (rightened of the Germans and they
were frightened of us. Up at a battalion
attack, startdine at 3am. on a cold wet
morping knowing that helf of us would be
dead by nightfall, 8 not an excrcise indulged
in by the Dances and the Powells of this
world.

Maybe if we did have an ideal it was
that the lads of Worcestershire would take a
eal out of our book and use it 10 stop clowns
ke Dance waving flags in our faces to blind
us to the trouble here, by pointing to the
Germans snd saying: “They're the cause of
evervthing, fight them™. Our fight & bere and
the lads of Worcestershire have indoed taken
the leal from our book. | ask them to scek
out & riflermnan among the conservative pary.
Rewnrd of £10,000 to first one discovered.

Fraternally,

Jo Durkun, Secretary,

The Veteran Infantry Saldiers®
Associstion,

244 Heathfield Road,
Southport,

Lancs.

\

These charactoss are
factigious, Amy
ressnblsnce ¥ Pronce
! Pricce Arcires
Romanod! s
photographed In the
Tetler of May 1963
&n thw occasor of 2
matkod Fagsncy ball
graen 21 the Dgrchester
m honour of e
deughter, Uga &b
purely coihodental
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Deas Sar,

Fifteen internationally koown persons
have appealed 1o the people of the world to
pourt the War Ressters’ Interngtional m ey
campuign  fo the Recognition of
Conscientiows Ohjection 1o Military Service as
2 Human Righi, They lave asked people
everywhere 1o cullec! sipnatuces on a petition.,
which will be sert o the Usnijted Nations
Commission on Huwsun Righes, The petition
i'.'-_h\' -

“We, the undersigned, cal) upon ¢
United Nanone Commission or Human
Rights to recognize conscierions
ohjection to mnklaey servioe as o
humar right™

Acoordifig ta  the  [%0puge  survey
publssfied by the W.R.L, ot of 101 councrics
there zre only 19 which have sopie kind af

rovision for cunscientious chie

hem hewnp madegaate. The
has recugmised “the right
rght m its Declazsiinn. I

1, sl ul”
Wations

s u busic
Fosraos Fuam

wurld Organisation recognazed “the right nol
to take life™ as a basie right also  hut unless
millions of peopic work for this cause, the
Urganisation which is budt of governients
will not move. Human Rights Year iz o preat
opportunity for cach of ws to work for this
cause and if esch of us tuok acrion. it could
bring freedom o conscenticus ohjectons
evervwhere.

Cupies of the Appea! with the petition
form sie aveilnble foom the War Resisters'
Interrat:orma. We hope 1hat your resders will
help the W.R.L in this project. The monigm
they could do is fo write down the petition
on 4 piece of paper and put thea signatures
and  post  them 10 the War  Resisters’
Intecnatamal,

Yours faithfully,

ev Pla_\':d.

Generpl Secretary

War Resisters” Internanonal.
3 Caledonisn Road.

DWARF DRIVEL

I'he Bditor,

If the "Dwarl™ .persists m publishing such
drivel as the correspondence between Lennon
and Hoyland it will lose the few readers it lias.
Mi Hoyland should be told 1hat hourpeosse
ke Lemnon ars cured not converted. There i
not anything in Lennon’s rhinking that
hunger and a few weeks i Fidels caneficlds
would not correct.

Rather than waste your time with such
trash, devote anotner puge to the ideas of

imelligent
CXCCrpLs
Fields™ and “A Day in the Life™ sure as liell
Weie not pat of whst made Che Guevira into
the kind of socisfist he was
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socialists. For

example,
from

print
Venceremns.

' Strawberr

yours faithiully,
R _Sentes

27 Keawick Rosd,
London 8. 15

REGINA vs ROGAN

On Tuoesday 17th December 1968, the
State  police moved against the South
Yorkshire Peace Centre. At llam on that
day they rded it in my sbsencs. Without
warrant or lewiul authority they remaoved one
window blind containing gn ants-war pictorial
display,

On  Woednesday the 18th  State
Policerman Sgt. Adans, accompanied Yy o
Constable, visited my home at 7, $0p.m. They
complained o me sbout the window und
asked for a signed stutement after they had
csutioned me. [ reflused to give them ane,
They then invited a% (o agres to an informal
chat concerning  theit sllegation thar the
window was an ubscene exhibotion, | ngreed
o condition that my wife was allowed 10 be
In the room and take part, No notes werse
takea by mysell or my wife, the sergeant
however did take notes. They showed o
photographs  they  had  taken  of  the
approximately 60 pictures in my window snd
clairmed that 5 were indecent. At 8.30p.m.
alter waming me that | would be prosecuted
under the Vagrancy Act of 1824, they left

Today, December 23pd, | at
the Local Magistrates Court as um the
Summons. Present in court was iy fnend and

and Vietnam. If the police
out of stock, Please lielp me by sending s fow.

associape, school teacher Chris Weeks. 1 asked

that the case be remitted to the High Court of
Justice in London. The Police ubjected, and
the application was refused, 1 then toid the
Court I would ask the High Court myself to
temove the case from che jurisdiction of the
Local Mugistrates on point of law, and the
Court sgreed to grant me sn adjournment
until Februsry Sth 1969, | will keep vou
pusted,

Meanwhile 1o my manv frends in
London, may | say Good Luck, Marry
Christmas, snd a Happy New Year.

Danny Rogan.
Corner Shop

15K f't‘:lh.‘li:'}' Rogd
Duoncyseer
Yorkshire

24.12 65,

o T | replvced the Anti-War Window on
Saturday 21st Dec. For so long 55 | remain
I'C of that Peace Centre, that window dplay
stays. | am running short of pictures on Biafra

raid agan | will be

ANGRY ZIONIST

To the Eduitoe.

| would like to object to the romantic,
unrcalistic visjons which pass as true socialist
weals in Black Dwarf with reference to the
Middle East situation :

Zionism is an offspring of persecution
and Fascisim) it is amply an  opposition (0
being kicked arcund, based on selipon and
me: berause the persccution was based on
religion and race, In fact its basis and canse of
ongimation is fdentical 1o that of Black Power
arganisations; Zionism is sepported but NOT
motivated by capitalists hecause of the
integration of Jows i capitalist countries
which has not occurred with NMNegroes,
“Zionist imperialism™ does not exist a5 a
philosaphy apart fTom among a section of the
older gemeration of  ploneers  and
corcenteatiom Carp survivius | perhaps “Rlack
Paather umperialism™ would  exst  of
spproxamately onotlisd of the Negio
population of America was exrerminated),

The essence of the ideunls held by the
lsraelis you wish Lo oppose are mirr wed I_u'..'
the argansation of the kibbutzim: ane of the
few examples of any community being run on
socialist principles, You have fasled to renlize
that this s not by mature antagonistic o
Araba. snd that for the most part the reaeron

1969 catalogue available
soan. Send for lr2e copy
Pamphiets from the works
ot Mao Tse-tung now
avaiable in most languages.
Recordings of Chinase
music. Folk, Instrumental
Traditional. Maodern
Revnlutinnar ¥y Nusic.

Our "CHE’ postar, 168" x
21", Only 3/— post free.
20% discount on 20 or
more posters. Cash with
order.

Bai-Lay
CHINA CULTURAL CO LTD

of (ke AThS i negative latead nspired by the
rahlile-rousing of power-scckuig dietators.

If vou examnine the history of the Arabs
you will see that the hulk of the Arabs have
been wnwiling to fight, and that the
inspiration has only come from leaders
anxious to grab individual power and entirely
opposed to any advancoment for their people,
such as the Nazi Mufti of Jerusalem. The
political systems of most Arab countries
tuday (upart from your obyious example of
Ssudi Arzbin) sre direct relics of the feudal
systenis which existed up tll 30 years ago,
and are characierized by peid asssssing and the
destruction of any  enlightencd poaitive
thinking, and which fads 1o approach even
social democracy. Even w8 supposedly
ft-wing country, Syriz, nationalism is not
nspised by the desire for freedom, but the
desire for sell-asertion. This is @ preat
cuntrast with the aturude in lsrsel, where at
least there is the freedom to object o
government decisions, and where 3 large
proportion of the vounger generstion see
symputhetic to Arab gricvances.

Yours sincerely,

Ivor Divies
Camden Town, NW1




BIRMINGHAM:

by Pete Gowan

Events in Birmingham University last November have provided perhaps the clearest
indication so far of the revolutionary potential of British students. A civic university of
over six thousand students in the classic Victorian mould famous only for its
engineering and science facultics, it possessed at the start of the Autumn term a
Students Union entirely in the hands of conservative cageerists and 2 tiny left
Sacialist Union contained hardly more than 20 active members. And vet for eight days
at the end of Novenmer the University was convulsed by an offensive involving
thousands of students, bringing the University administrations to its knees and
presenting the left with the opportunity of challenging both the “University
Authoritics” and the Students Union bureaucracy for the leadership of the student

mass.

Students had scized the administration block
ind  thwarted  repeated attempts by
administration staff to reswme work, for a
ume students controlled and were sble 1w
operate the university telephone switchboard,
more than 2000 students successfully defied a
threa! of severe disciplinmy action for afl
remamig in the building after 3 specified
deadline; by the cnd of the occupation
attendance st mass mectings had risen 10 more
than 4 500

Transformation

How can we expiin his mrassforms hon ' l'.;[:'.n_-h-
not umply In teoms of the activity of the (eee
groups “University Authonties”, Unson end the
Left - Mighting for the allegiance of the stadent
mask. The ruling circhs in the Umiversty werne
4 thel feet vo mowe than in the past and,
whale the Vice Chascellor was no Bismark, e made
mo magor lactical blundem, Neither can the wape
aad mlltancy of e conflvomtation be «yplained in
wrms of the cwcntally wivial sad farmal demands
referred to by the offcciah of the Stadcan [ fawn

Bricer the rcrepsies brgan stadeers had showw
U s o eathennem for miter D sics of 3
e om Lmomer ey (e mnety of 8 e Ay

=g | -
W g

BR

illegal or not is a moot

e i

STOL.:

t, and unfortunately at the hearing on Monday December

teachin on the Unwernty, or the aged and muddied
document on student represeniction. Neither »as it
a cam of a3 strong and artoulate left creating che
wibjertive eonditivns Tor 3 mes asault en the
sructwre of the Unversity, What the k71 did do was
o organise and kad direot actbon flrst on the tingle
aue of atlempting 10 enter meetings of senote and
Cournal and n on o gemeral mme of
cemaceitsation of the University and a rejection of
placing ary hape in the established channels for
peoducing reforms

Lessons

The fiest lesson af our ::::vlouu i ihercfore that
the objective and }eﬂin conditloas s
Birmingham were no more fovournble for an wpsuspe
of student revolt than those which exist in most of
the Universitios m (hey comntry. The Tundamestal
foree behing the movement was in (et a generalsed
dscortent anc alemation of the part of &
number of studests TOowing from thew own
eaperiences in Undwenrits . The role played by the kel
wak sienply 1o provide 3 mesns of expression for this
frustrateon thea agh direct action.

]

Whether or not the Students Union backed the
awnflrontation. disect action om » mae scale o
bound to pose as greal a theest (o the power of the
wmon busrssoracy = o thel of the Unisersity
smthontrs Condstions werr swrz mow (asosrsbie
L the kbl o Bueesghess wncs o hed mrtated the
edpontstue

16th the J had no time to decide because tie nccupation had ended; a mistake

which was

¥'s fault becouse in the confusion its significance was overlooked. It is

also relevant that they took only 8 persons to court, hardly enough to occupy a phone

box.

This is hardly an example of that use of
“*reason and discussion™ which
Vice-Chancellors preise so extravagantly, On
the subject of negotiation, the
Vice-Chancellor  refused 1o allow  lus
messenger (0 wait for the delegation bhe had
summoned. Then the occupics of the Senate
House sad they weore willing to 1alk to Senate
- the highest academic authority of the
University: the Vicedhaneellor, sll the
professors, and some non-professorial
members Senate refused to receive the
delegation on the grownds that it was
‘unofficial™. But the sumne evening Senate
went with its own handouts to talk to an
equally unofficial Ad Hoc Committee. The
decision about who to reasen with was clearly
taken on political rather thas constitutional
grounds, and certainly not on practical ones,
One maehe remind these gentlemmen that such a
shortsighted “dinlogue” is charactesistic of
countrigs ke Greece oc Spain.

Life and Death

There is alwe the message thal a menwer of
safll relaved to enpumsening students: they
need not attend one of the sessional exams il
they were “expressing their antipathy to the
sit-in nstead .. our inhuman Vice-Chancellor
ig also Professor of Aeronsunesl Engineering
At 2pm on Frdsy December 6th the
aut harities cutl ofT the external telephone lines
including an emergency bine (o the Pathology
Department which keeps them n contsct with
the hospital and the police. Ths lioe s a
matter of life and death. The Viee- Chaneellor
was informed of this and replied thar he
woull not negntinte until Senate Houwse was
cleared. Only after thicats to expose the
matter to the press were the telephone Lpes
wopened.

No surprise

First phat Senate las no voce Woatsoever but
has no power 1o change the situation as oll
authonty s cocentroted in the person of the
Vica Lhanezllor. To zive an example: refercine

produced the following note.

The University press statement of Saturday
IDecember  14th pomnts out that the
University would readily receive such a
stetement ... and yet at the time of writing
{5pm, Sunday December 15th) no
carnplicity statemnent has yet been handed
over.
Comment seems superfluous.

Vice-Chancellor
Second, the University of Bristol — apart from
being ruam by a junta which i the

Vice-Chancellor, the Chabrman of Wilk
Tobacco and Verdon-Smith
(pro-Vice Chancellor) who, you will
remember, was Chairman of BAC when it
swindled the people of Britsin out of sbout
14000000 — is hysterical, vindictive and
mean, Toa menn to allow the other students
of Bristol to wse the Union building.

They forget that some of the £1.500,000 o
cost carme ftom the City of Bristol, and NOT
anly Lke govermment as the VA would have ug
belicve. The children of Bristol ralepavers go
to  eollepe here, whoreas moat of «the
University students live elsewhere, Even if
they =ie net in faveur of direct pction, the
vast mgonly of the Bristol University
stiderts want the other Bristol students to be
ihle 1o use the buldding whenewer they want
. Even the extreme rght could only
mobilse agsinst the sit<n, saying “Whether
you support recdprocal Immﬁtﬂhip or
TR 5 e 5

The sit-n bhegan when Luion Finance (ihe
hiphest commitree af the Students’ Uroon
whose churman s none otber than the Vice-
Chancellor) offerced the students a working
pazty, when, as Union Fmance well knew, a
working-party had been set up i October
1967 and its second and fnal report was being
prnted. After all the other delays involving
passiang the motion four times through Union
General meetings. this was the Lt straw.

the

in the sirugghe which the Students Usioa supporicd
on the weond day. And yet, when the occupstian
cded the Unton reememged with it strength
ummpazed nd once  mgain reognized s the

semfabive emeen of the steden: bedy. How Jid
this kappen” Why it the left fald to wizo ile
vpporiunily ®

Failures

Ime anwwer lies in weaknesses at bath o theosetial
ard omganizatiosal lovel. The Socutiat Union resllzal
the mm of biaililing sn altermative power 10
that of the Studencs Union T therefore fought for
the primciple of “all powss 10 e Goreral Assembly
afl the vcvupation®™ and for the seiting up of 2
Committes of Ten which would Jead the sli-ie being
arrecely responyible (o, and subject to mitant reonl]
by, the General Assembly, This alternative structure
o that of the Stodents Undor was @ ot sszahhehad
wnl opened the way for 13w destruction of the
Foermal sepresentative demoemcy o the Usioa and
the institution of direct mavs democracy. Bal we
faked to grasy that the latter could he schieved only
uzsder the kadership of the efl in opposition to the
Union officials. Our fallure (o fight for andaspared
kadership of the movement, and the scceptance of
members of the Union executive on 1hw Committer
af ten empured (he paralysis of that Body, the
stunting of the growth of mew farms of stwdent
democtatic power, and (he eventml resurgence of
the old Unionm structuse. This theoretical sexkovas
on our part corresponds to profoond nirationml
feilurvs, The tsk of fighting for a ﬁ bne and
urdisputed leadersp roquired a  strons,
@ ¥ disciphined onganieational wespon formed on the
basis of en sgroed socialist progeamims for the
University strugghe . Faz from constitoting er working
Ior such an organ@atiom, the Sorabst Union wes
woalent o howt the term withan a
Bramd front (called an Ad Hoe Growp for University
Refarm) which Bad a wegue progrsmew for
demacntizetion of (he University. ationships
beiween the Ad Hoc group ard the mass of sudents
and betwien the Socizbst Unkon wnd (e Ad Jloc
goup wete never clearly sstabBiched. In fact duding
the occupation ifsell the Socizlise Unmon anl bun
vubmereed fts sdentty in the Ad Boc group.

‘Sewzing power
Thus the second important lesson for us was that in

the struggle fov dwect democratic power in the
Untversity, the role of leadership s, parsdoxically,

ucml, and must detormeme the
The L. 6 imoniiicient for the it mavely
make 3 verbal colicaes o the Union stractuee,

i

g
L8]

Reject Liberal Ideology!

upon whomt it served writs for the entire cost
of the sit-in, for putting the Senate House —
the administration block — owt of use for
eleven days, and for vsnous other other
“illegal” actions, It should be pointed out that
one of the eight had almost nothing to do
with the sit-n and disapproved of it. It is all
oo abvious that Brix:;rh being used to test
the right of z Unmewity to forbid any
self-organisation by student: and to create a
legal precedent for calling such orgsnisation
conspiracy. Students can then act only
through their official union. whick, despite
our Intense and prolonged struggle at Bristol,
remains inspotent in che face of the University
bureaucracy.

The last straw

An example: the minutes of Union Finance
moctings &are laken bv the Permanent
Secretary of the Union - a University

oyee - and contain only what the
Vice-Chancellor says. Although Senate savs
“the students have a majority™ on the
committee, the Chairman, Secretary, and
Treasurer are all University emplovees. The
Vice-Chancellor’s statement that the
Commnitice “effectively controls the Students’
Union™ comes as no susprise.

Third, the attitude of the Professors: having
mmde the discovery that the misinfommtion,
deceit and false democrsey m the Universty
of Bristol rescmble what pocs on in @
totalitanan state, Senate hus tried o blune
the stodents “fur sllowing this o happen”™.
When they se not blaming Union Cowneil for
“being tardv”  (Union Council retified
recipracal membership in October 68 yel in
December 68 Senate suggested the second
working-psrty), and for “not passing
wfarmation on™ (which should anywsy be the
respongibilry of the Permanent Secrerary and
of the Vice-Chapcellor), they ore blaming the
Free Unpeorsity, @ movement of tadical
studenis. for “vared and conflicung prossures
an Unwon Council”, causing them to delay. It
s chaactesistic of Senate, the laziest and
most incflicient body in the Undversily, that
ils members  describe  students g5 “lazy
imelligient and unable to mansge their own
affsirs”. In any case. Senate 1§ &5 comupt as its
officors. When copresenting the decision of a
mesting of the tesching staff which “deplored

Did the
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Left fail?

even 1o win the forms of an aleormalive strociuse. it
must seize powsr out of the hands of (he Unson
executive and lorge a new deoacralic iifsotze
under ity own lesdersbip, and it muent therefore
possess an deghnization squal 10 that task,

But in the last analysis the fate of (he Union was
bound to be determinad not deiply by theoevtical
charity of the left but by the political charscter snd
totiten! of the movement a5 o whole, Sinee the
woverrent wis mo0t fally conscivws of the challeage i
olwectively W b ruEng ciccles in the
Universaty, 2 fortion it could sol grasp the necessity
of desteoying the power of 1he Unon, We must
Mwrelory examine the broad s It hetween &
fudent mess ard the “Univorsity Authorities™.

Counter-Revalution

While the occupation conssiousdy sel our 1o dinru
the Tunctivzing of the Unlversily sdmdnstration,
real pvwur of the Coiversity “Authorites™ lay
ebewhers ~ In the cducational prozess irsell. AL the
kevul of the immadinge stramle, profesors were saing
hwir powes m the IBohare (oms (o atlack the sitan,
ey in somme tases cancelied Bolwros i order to lead
Hiew davses over to mestmgs to wie agxinst the
movement, and individual profesaors snd ectusess
mtmidated and thesatened individeals e (hel
departments who bad committed themselves 1o the
vcrupabion. We ergaged in a growing bottle In the
departments dorving the ocupabon  but
avntertevalution  of  the  gofessony  Czally
mectedad in weakenmg the marsle of the dudents
to the palnl wiwre nepotutions were reopeoed and
the accapatine cwded.

The power of the profesaes of counse tested & the
ficst] sralyvds oo thewr ideologleal higemony over the
studenty,’ This ideologmml dold ould b broken
only by destroving the elficacy of the content of the
coures o which the sledonts seer subjecesd. And
the mevemeat did not and Joes Dot as yet possem
Jritical wegpons squal to thar fssk,

And here we soe tbe third and mnst imporiast lesson
for ws: thar (% Dight sganse the repeessive power
stroctare in  the University does not i itsell
wnsotute an effectne revolutionary practice. It
nust proceed hasd in Mwmmww
e ideclogical power of the bourgeounse im the
edecations! process itself,

from Our Own Comespondent

hape that constructive steps will be taken
immediately 1o restore the wnity of the
University”, Semate came out with this
statement’
“Senate alse welcomes the acnon of the
teachung steff in deploring the necapation
of this Umiversity huilding and in calling
fur steps (o be taken to restors the unity of
the University.”

The anly answer Lo the situat:on rovealed here
& a strugele on the part of ali British students
against irrespomsible  university and and
college  pureaucracies, and agsinst those
resctionsry  teachers whose cowardice and
sleness allow these burenucracies o Rowrish.
Their  claimn 1o encourage "reascnable
discourse™ 5 & Ue: thelr claim to be sducators
o dixgustiog. Students must confrunt them
with minimal demands such as those of the
Trade Unions: the right of all University and
College students i Britain to organise without
being got for conspiracy,

Significantly, the Hristul sit-in by University
and college students involved not only
apprentices, it got almost unanimous albeit
unofficial support from a quartesrly meeting of
AEF shopstewards. Tt i a9 simple as that, We
knuw wha ow freads are!*

SPANISH LANGUAGE STUDENT gives
GERMAN/SPANISH lessons in exchange

for ENGLISH/FRENCH tuition.
BOX BC1001

LONDON SCHOOL OF
NON-VIOLENCE — for the saentific
study of its philosophy and practices.
INAUGURAL MEETING AND
STUDENT ENROLMENT on January
10th at 6.30 p.m. at St
Martin-in-the-Ficlds {the crypt) Trafalgar
Square, For further details contact
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VIETNAM IS THE KLY ISSUB IN THE WORLD TODAY. PIVOTAL TO THE STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALISM IN THE THIRD WORLD AND WITHIN THE
CITADELS OF CAPITALISM OF THE UNITED STATED AND HER A'LIES, BRITAIN AMONG THEM. BUT IN BRITAIN, FOREIGN ;‘\ND DOMESTIC GOVERNMENT
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POLICIES CONVERGE CRITIC: \LLY ON RHODESIA WHICH — LET US FACEIT —1I5 IN DANGER OF

Z1IMBABWE

The straggle continues............

Owe of Brivik poclal-democracy 't miost blaroms weil-ondy daz bein (rr artiniede on Khodesks. The bft-reformists have

alind for Briviak roops 5o Pe fen:
Zirwbabwre aee the frecdom Siphrers thepuehes

by RUTH FIRST

Britain's Prime Minister, M Harold Wilson,
spenil  much af 1968 Urymg (O Ca.!:lC]'.ldt‘ i
switlement with Rbhodesia’s lan Smith and his
white minonty govermment, The principle of
NIBMAR (No Independence Before Mujonty
Rule) was thrown aside, (st in the Tiger
talks, agaim in the Fearless round. The
Commonwesith Prime Ministers” Conference
was the scene of the pext conflromation. Win
or lose there, the Wilwm Government — under
pressure from the City of London will
undoubledly make it one of its goals m 1969
to settle with Smith for “‘peace™ and sfe
investments in  Rhodesia. The reasons arv
obwiows: the heavy Britsh investment stake i
Southers Africa, and, with it, a British policy
commmitment 0 Easse with the Wiute memority
sxin of Sowh Afirica, Rhodesia and Portugal
“sgainst the challenges posed bv the African
peoples’ liberation struggles.

This &5 the heart of the Rhodesian crisis. Mot
those lawverduncme-on pinpeint-arguments
shout  legality  on  illegnlity, and  whose
govermanent i1 is, the Queen's or M Sauth’s
Not whether or not Rhodesia s, or should be
answerable to the Prwvy Council To the
African peanle the seaich for formilae for
double-lock  guarantess, amd constitutionsl
sfepunrds, is an irrelevance. There s one
ceniral ssue, and one omly Lhat 15 mezningiul
for Southern Alpicy and foe the British lett
this is the dermand of Africans in Rhodesia ‘ur
mmmediate mugorsty role

The fact s that the constitulional ilusion has
long faded in Southern Aftics. (8o brutal was
Portuguese colorasl rule that it was never even
present i those colonies).  Africans in the
south of the continent have come to
understond that liberation 15 not a matler ot
negotinting with colopial  or  seltler
povermments, thet  those  [(oimulse  and
agreements invariably produce o compromuse
scheme that mavy sauisly a small sycophantic
elite, but can never et the demands of the
peopie s 9 whole. With the launching of
armed truggies un Sowtherm Alnca, the key
fssues are heing sertled not at the green bamre

neguotiating  tuble, at  conferences  in
Mardborough House, but oo battdefolds that
at times hove corwe within raanty miles of
Salshary and Bulawavy

It was the launching aoed strupple m

Rhoéd {Zimbahwe), to link up with the
fiehting rromis in Angola and Mozambague,
that has goaded Britzin’s Govermnent and
South Afnica tnro framtic sesrch for a
sweitlenent  formuls  to make the peace
betwesn Brtein's povernonent aad the Smith
replme. White manonty rule is tiowv sfucateney
simultaneiculy on fivé freots, by Frelimo in
Mozambicpue, by the MPLA i Angala, by li

ANC and ZAPU in 3 wnague fighting allis
{f the puerdla forces af two Colnitgs,
Ruodesta 2nd South Africe, and by SWAR)
forces fighting 10 hhere South West Africa
Raodesia and Porlugal are
rdinared realitary and political
sirategy in t field, Officers of thelr armies
and police foroes linise regularly oz 1op levals
Miltary aireraft from one country gre allowed
to everlly and land in the rerritore of sootier
There a reguler exchanpe al intelligonos.
Sowth African helicopters bt .,.il'_‘I'J.LLC in
Angola: South Afpea ]-.ﬂan.h-dw fordes dre

=

Sonith Alrica
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African troogs have been in Mozambigue for
over 8 year. In the Caprivi Strip where [ive
countries meet, South Afmca hss bwlt an
airbuse ten miles south of the border with
Zambia - which country Vorster hax
thyeatened 1o hit so bard thot she will never
forger it South Africa’s first missile base on
the Zululand coast commands an arc of
central and esst Africa which could take in
Zambia snd Tanzania. Zambian villages have
repeatedly been bombed,

As the white minoity powers operate a
military alliance in the ficld on wop of the
network of economsic  interests that ring
throwgh the sub-<conlinenl s, too the
liberation movements of the Afl’ll’.‘:}l pcqﬂli

m Africa a5 am arca seven
giwhﬂn'g hattlegrounds, 1o he Fherated by a
complex of tactics, politeal ané military
sonverging together.

South Africa, the rechnclogsal plant of the
south, has gone in for a spestaculur expansion
of her armed foroes anmd counler-ansurgency
preparatione. But with Sod les of bardot
o guard, and a situstion of wckpiem mebellion
inside the 493ﬂhr;d sipte, she Fmids her
resources strained to their utmest. (Man to
munt there are 20 mullion Aficans s apyinst
four million Whites in Southern  Africa.)
Porugl already has 30000 men in the Held
in Anpola 2nd Mozambigue between them.
KVouth Africn knows full well that when the
Portuguese  empire  begine 1o wobble
dangerously at the knees — which need not be
far off from now shie will have to increase
ber own commitment in  that regpon
Riusdesia, of course, would long have
collapsed without South Afrca’s aid.

South Africa s making two longterm
calculations in her counterguerilla strutegy,
Ome involves the African states: the other
concefns  Britain and her role in Southem
Africa. Neighbouring  African states  that
could scrve as friendly hases for the guerilla
mowvement are to be bribed o beaten into
complinnee  with South  African  policies.
(Mulawi s '11']"]7]- i take the biibe, Zambin is
threntensd with the l‘tr.utlnl._l Client s
colomies. South Afrea’ immodiaie neig
will have Lirtle independence 1efy, economic o
political. by the time South African plans for
her ecconumic offensive are in full swing. The
while axis needs time for ths offensive to
malure.

Meanwhile, under pressure on fise fighting
fronts. it 1 crucial for ths axis that it pets
Britzin om its sille. This explains the Tervour
with which South Afuea has tried (o gel @
Wilsom-Nmith settloment.

Not that there 3 neol alwady a ‘Brtish
presencs an Saulhem Afiwea on the side of the
white minosity ropemes. o Rhoddesia that
presence is i the shape of 290 subsidisiics of
Bitish manefactuomg and tesding comparics,
not 1o soeak of the hanks and the msurance
companies, Al the familiar names. Hawke:
Siddeley, Dunlop, Tate and lvle, Uniever,
Vickers, Stewzrs and  Llovds,  Erglish
Electvic. Lavland, Raver ard 2 or and s on
By 1960 Brlain's investments Scth A nica
cosnprased L third Tazpest iverseds i Jldl

The reason s not diff=cull to s
1S A wecently publistied tw
il N P I LT

awiag that

fn Rhodesie, We disegree roomgly, The onfy peopde copaile of Bheraring

Edieor

compmmEs have snown grester growth Hhar

the leading companies in New Yoark and
Leadon: 22 per cont in 12 months, they have
:dvised Investors, (see FERSPECTIVE, the
South African officially-spunsurec
publication. Aprl 1968).

The trouble with the Rhodesiin issue s tnat it
came berween the “natural” interests of
British big business and the white minority
interests in Southern Arricn. By = curious
wist of the lepalizms nvolved In UDI, i
placed the Hegal Smith repime on the wrong
side of British law. order and recognition. A
settlement will champe ull this, and not a
moment too sobn for the while zXis. Aoy
seltlesment will be acceprabie — and bty this
token every setdement s a sell-out of Africa
interests — o3 long &8 it Jegitimises the whil-.-
rinority regime in thodesin, Once legal and
recoerined, g Rhodesian wovernment = |!_'"|!
negotiate 2 defence treary with Brtaim. Ubr
some other form of tooperation against the
Africam liberation lorces,

The white nxis needs Britnin, Not just her
tracde and her invest=nenis in the region, but
her diplovmucy {upead 2nd politses] support
(public and unequivocall. Even, porhaps her
troops i the figld, v tme. Britain’s big
business and finance are alrezdy commitied (o

7 ol e Delscsb levsia

stwmames bem tha sonib

BECOMING BRITAIN'S VIFTNA

Wil British troeps follow ber reade”

It wus Zumbiun's Kemmeth Kaunda who
wirted thiut he soull be “very surprised if
British troops did not march nto Rhodesda in
3 few monthe aot against the Seuth sepime
but ageinst Africun Lbsration fighters.™

Hritaim could so easily do im Rhodesia what
the United States has done in Vietnum, and in
the bepinning it mipht not even take an
invogion, only  the ussertion of Britsk
authority and British policy on the side of the
white axis

It ss aponst thus perspective of immedine, bt
alsy commuing criss in Southemn <Africa, that
the Leit a0 Britain must formukste puin:}' aod
action.

Ar Vistnum is the crucible For Eberation and
revolution in Asia, and Cobs for Latin
Amenca, o Southern Africa’s wrmed struggic
will be for Afrea

The aroed strugele needs assistance in money,
mexdicsl supplies and viher forms of materdal
aid; but also a rclentless struggle in Britain
ugainst a government policy that will use a
seltlenent with Smith {o actively commit
Biarish manpower 1o the white axis offensive
against the AFrican Lberation armiss.
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Communiques issued by the Joint Command of ZAPU
and the ANC on the Arrned Struggle in Zimbabwe

“From the L 3th of thic month. the area of
Wankie las been the scenge of the most dan g

battles ever foughl betwoeen Freedom Fielners
and the white Piroessors army Rhodesiy
The !_:|__*_-1TI:-1_' iy thes grca has been potng ot

contimuousiy for g full six davs. ™

“Aroumd Wankie, Betr, Bulawave and
Tiokstpo there have been skermishes and armed
sssavlts agmnst the encony  white  forces
billeted m these Jocalitics.. The white Sautl
African police are disguised i Rhodesan
police uniform .. At Heamey Barracks in
Bulawayo the Afucen and Coloured troops
{enlisted in defence of the mterdsts of their
uppressors) had (o he moved 10 a ramshackle
camp 13 miles from Bulowayo. The removal
was necessituted by South Afca’s insistence
on the appheation of apastheid in the
Rhodesan armed lorces

i the engagement wlicl toak place on g
rver bed i the Wanks: arca. Smith's [orces
were driven southwards ucross o river, leaving
eleven of their men dead, Of these seven were
Whites and lour were Alricans of the st
Battalion of the Rbasdesian Kings African
Rifles..”

“Cn Smtarday 20 July a2 Taiding  unit
despatehied by our goerilla forces . carned out
lighming attock on Kariba Asrport.. The
Following day ZAPLLANC guerillas were back
in actson, and attacked ths tune 3 Club House
frequented by racsst troops and.. Killed ot
least six enemy soldiers.. The enemy calied
cul jet fighters to bomb the bush sren,
inclading African civilian settlements..
“On o Aupust, in o brief bm fieroo
engagement 20 miles north-east of Mioko, a
LAPUANC gucrilla wnt breke through an
enemy  cordon  leaving nine enemy  lLroops
dead. Guernlla attuscks on enemy  posiions
south of the Kartba Dam arc continuing,
particularly round the Nvamumba arca. A
combined Rhodesian and South Alrican lorce
of about 2,000 men was senl 1o reinforce the
Kanba arca last Sunday. On |1 Augus an
enemy tracking team ran into 2 mine and an
ambush set by a guerill unit about 30 miles
north of Lapanii

“The arca of fghting & in Ksroi, Miami and
Swoa. White settler  farmess Have hesn
evacuated from sround Karor uad Sinua, The
administrative ceatre of Minmi hss been
overrun by the guerillas. So G 33 casuallios
hive boen suifered by the shite supremacisis,
Cisualtics among the froedom Fghters have
been light .

“The guenilas are consolidstiry their Pesition
along 3 vast aren from Kuroi Lo Lhe east,. The
Rhodesian and Sowth  Aftican srmy  are
diggang i for a long cantpaign.. Hospitals
Karot and Sinoa have besns taken over by the
military to make roam for casualliss suffered
fiv the epemy [

“A briel engagement occumed last Thursday
near Acturus st a3 Mr. Edwards' farm
severteen miles from Salishury botween a unit
of our guerilla forces and an enemy
soatingent... Up 1o lst night the Salisbury
Greneral Hospital had admitted 24 casualties. .

“It has come to fight that the Rhadesian and
South African regimes have been canrying oul
secret funcrals of then dend inan attempe 10
congenl the hesvy <sunliies they are
sufferng... On Fridsy 6 April six Rhodesian
army officers were boried in Salisbuery i
hush-ush condstsons. On the night of 3 April
Karui was closed to traific because of enemy
casualties that were being braught in from the
battlefield..

“Vn 2 April the settler forces lost 22 mwen in &
bloody clash in the Mpatszwivi Mountains
near the Chinyika River some 40 miles south
of Shatve, The sertler forees were smbushed
@ the monntams while they wees trying o
wail o comtingent of the ZAPLLANC peoples”

anny.

“Careful investigation has revealed that there
are 1700 South African 1roops in suppoert of
the Rhodesian settlets m the areas of coment
fighting alone.  These  constitute  nearly
two-fifths of the Rhodesian regime’s regular
Iroaps..

Britain has investments totalling £2.000 million in Southern Africa, £200 million in Rhodesia alone.

Imperialist capital investment in Southern Africa is greater

than the capital investment in the rest of the continent.

“If the troubles in Angola, Mozambique continue

very much longer, they will diminish and destroy

our ability to carry on.”

Salazar

“ We have come to the conclusion that we may have to live

with this sort of thing /guerilla activity/ for quite a while”

lan Smith

“The country does not underestimate

the seriousness of the situation”



A CONVENTION
OF THE LEFT

In 1968 the scale and intensity of independent Left activity in Britain widened
dramatically. More clearly than at any time since the early sixties, a Left oppesition
made its presence felt, against the weight and inertia of the orthodox political system
Moreover, this activity was on a broader front than at any time since the war: in the
struggle against imperialism; in the peace movement; in the movement for workers’
control; in the struggles in wages, housing and the social services; in education,

especially in the universities, and in communications. During the year, also, there were

important advances in socialist theory and analysis.

It & 2 mark of the success of independent Left”
activily many of us who have been
chosely involved have come to see more clearly
he uwrgent need for mutual cooperation and
It f a vital characteristic of this
dependent Left that it = not in any way

that

e oSt 1om

tralised: that people act on their vwi a1ms
and imitiatives, and retain tlwew freedom of

aght and aclion. Without ths
selfisustaining and many-centred paWer (in
whach, characterstically, the system and s
mrds  refuse t helieve, pll:fdntl;..' a
wawtional version of nngleaders and

msparacics), we could not act w0 effies
d oo 3o many (ronts. But as the scale of the

.

work broadens, many problems, of
ppamsation, timing, tactics and strategy,
somw clearly into view. They are only likely
s be solved on a guite open and cqua basis.

The mdepend Left = not open to anybody for

s takeower bid. 1t is just because this it so that

somse of us have been discussing the form of o
amwention i which the many groups,
wganisations and campaigns  of  the
mdependent Left could meet in their own
sght and on their own tlerms, 10 discuss

mon problems  and prepare for an
xiemson of common actior

The Student-Worker
alliance

While the Uiniversities are alive with arguments
shout student power, accountability,
representation; while student unsone debate

wods of struggle for  democracy i
educstion, and acdvance gua:ds occupy  Liugir
colleges, sit in, or declare them “open - a very
different discussion & beginning to unwind in
the factories. For the trade unjons, and above
asll for ctheir effective work-based
organisations. for shop stewands and branch
representatives, the limited democralic gams
which were made during the years of full
employment are now all in peril.

The question of the day becomes, how can
trade urionists defend themselves apainst
ncreasinly serious Governmsental attacks”

The conteols which have been established, often with
difficulty and scrifice, over conditions of wok, rest
breaks, huring and [iring, Spreds of machdnery, and
other vital mvas of workimg ble, xre all, tocday,
coming undés menace. Productivity hargnins are
promoted which with incvesiing drectness probe
o and erode pway workpeople’s job comtrol. A
flerce press campadzn is mounted which presents all
trade union defensive codes as cotmoded leddein,
“vestrictive practioss™, That sch practices are more
wocerned o reserict arbitary  menagerial powss
than output eoncerns none of the higk-presss
commentators. And, al the cemtre of it all, Mry
Castle's Department of Productivity end
Unemployment curelully calculates w e tn throw
in its weght, 10 place the foree of the law agamst
workihop democracy, whervevir It exists,

Student Power, Workers' Control: it i wry plan
that thess ideas spring from a siogle somres, o
mbellion agumst entrenched awtheritarianiym. But
whereas (he students are, today . on the attack. in the
trade umion movemen! one @n oo Ut the
preparstion of defensive positions is [ar mowe general
segpomse than i (he concerted seirch for the
beginnings of offenive, aggressive srategies. Yot the
fact & phun, that people who only engage in
- . - NENPS FE— -

N

Such a convention will not be easy. There pre
important rivalries, a3 well as
misunderstandings and suspicions, between
some existing groups. The urgency of the
nolitieal crisis does not, in any case, make for
evert tempers and calm nerves, Nobody can
suppose that many of our <ifferences of
opinion, with all ther consequences in
different styles of action und work, would not
survive the most exhaustive discussion. All the
same, enough of us are convinced that here is
something to be pained by making the
attempt o get together, and 1o see where
weTe gLIng.

At Searborough in September 1967, 1 saw o
sie end of the scafront a deonstration ol
the Yorkshire sgriculiural workers, and al the
sther end 3 Committee of 100 demonsiration
on Vietnam, What struck me most was that
they were wholly separste events, slthough in
the final analysis their ssues were connected.
.\H“t;'_ iwice in 1964 | :ip{)kf in the Camden
Town Hall, at big political meetings: one with
s audience manly of trade uniondsts: the
other with an’ audience muitly of students. I
would happen, in
ywis attempt were made to

was bound to ask what

Baitawy 3 %N

Already today most madical stedents appreciate the
oewd for an alliance with the industrial workess, (il
only in order to usderpén theiy own politicad e
with some sociologically measurable weight, a goal
about which they are likely to become consderably
mose Mexible to the extent thal any real didogue
does begsn to develop, since the workers, too, have
Jefingte wieas of thew own shout what 15 2 desirsble
polty.) What & clear Is that thas desire is only
hesitantly, and rarcly. reciprocated from the fectory
Noar.

T seems clear that, if the studest movementi = Lo
meosed in overcoming (he obvious barmen 1o it
ncceptance by the working class, it has to pursie 2
Enkvd, double-pronged, sttack. On the one side, it
must comtipue ta st an example of what is meant by
an aggressive strategy, This does not imvolve miktant
nate f[or the ske of noise, nar necessarily does it
mvolve Bupe quanrities af blood and seot. |t does
involve the Intellinept scleclion of key tameels,
leulated to rwweal both the saeagth af the attacking
faroes, and the pecfidy, s well as the weaknes, o
the establishvd power

Whe o doubt, in the educalion system, that the
maeptial trget is thet of foifled ! ' And
who cen doubt, whem Lhis comes on meally open
male. that workpeople will respond” The protlem,
up to now, has been oo wn:glhu nel been fully
undeestood,  becsuse many  stodeils  lave an
, impeefect naginetion af the degnee of rexl pevidego
jwitdeh & Involved in cheie condition, and canoot
thoyefore meet the ressmiments which they [
when they po among workas

As an vx-mirer and en ex-studemt, 1 remember my
first Suwgmer ac the uasversity, lving an the warm
grass In the sun. resdhog wp sor the finst year exams. It
struck me very shacpry, thet the several hundrad
boys and gizls who were scattered about on the
Billside:, osweleoking the unnersty lake, ssmrounded
as il wis by Nowers, hod ne ides st all that three
hundred verds directly bencath (hem, raked in the
close heat, men were (uilivg Trantically in thick Just,
in 2 coal meam burely a0 foet tn heaglit, I such men
were pot somewist resentful of stsdsnts, they
wonld be Gnratuminy ganerous

T R ams 1l whketime sl the wrs
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by RAYMOND WILLIAMS

bring those wo meetings together: with all
their differences of style and interests, but
with so much. as 1 could see, in common 10
win and to lose. | see the attempt at a
convention as an atlempt to move to 2 higher
stage of political action. by bringing togethes
the people and the lssues that have been 30
active in these last few years: people whe are
now prepanng for even harder struggles i the
vears aliead.

Somebody had to make a prelimmary move,
Ax Editor of the May Day Minifesto 1 signed o
letler to some cighty Laft groups and
organisstions, mviting them to sead
representatives (o a Preparptory Commssion.
We have had two preliminury mestings and
were sulficlently ccouraged to go ahead with
practicel arrangements.  Organisalions
represcoted =0 far are: Workers' Control
Institute, Young Liberals, Shnt, Blsck Dwarf,
Agitprop. Communist Party, Notting Hill
Community Warkshop, Save Binlra
Committee, Committee for
Extra-Purliamentary Democracy, Haglemere
Declaration, May Day Manifesto,
International Confederution lor Disarmament
and Pesce, Solidarity (observer), S.CM.

by Ken Coates.

stadents are testizg, They ought to listen. (o
will they? Admost ecrsaindy, shen the movement
from the universties has reached oot and taken W

the schoods, shove 2l the ‘dusthin’ schook in whic

the majonty of the chiliren are [rom workars’
fumilies, and in which they uie alicnsted io the
gxtreme. finding no plousible reason for anything
they are asked o do, Whem (he sccondary mowlern
wt-ins semd (helr delegations 6 the open uzivwasties,
miners anyd dockers who sos thadr suns and Gangheers
reschirg for eguality Will understacd what the
student struggie msabout,

Put If one prang of the sudent attack shioukd he
example, the other should & wgument. It is vitally
pecesmry 1o seck every pessible form of fved-buck of
the strugele, so that its keswons can be sncssed and
itr exemple undersiood.

A ey invtrumest for sch feedback is the Movement
for Warkers" Control, which has coosistently
doveloped work on educationt] democmcy, from 7ts
wry icauguration in 1964, The hst thres Nataoa)
Coalerences oo Workess' Comtzo] Tave had packed
scanizars 0o student power. Al the ame time, they
bve seen @ seding between students’ and workers
[dsas, which almost cortainly has nol beon paraliek:d
i aoy oiher plce. Al time when the Batsh Teade
Unjons foce a graver threal (han at any ather
mmoment far more than balf s cereary, theré will be
reeard attendance ot this yers (seventh)
eonferency, In Sheffiedd. Bendes making Imporant
eontach, stodent militants will be ablke, thexe, fo
chock omt mamy of thedr oun plans end programenss
in @ critical. bul sympathet® stmosphere,

At the last meeting of the Council of the
Iostitute for Workets' Control it was agreed to
cunvene the next Natiomal Copterence oo
Workers' Control (which will be the seventh in
suceession) &t Sheffield, during the last week
end in March 1969,

Asfangements are now being made for tho
Conference which ia 10 be held i ane of the
halls of residence st Sheffield University, and
ullowance has slready been made to cope with
o very much larges fumout than before, Tt
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Pokitical Commission (observer). There is still
plenty of room for other groups to join in the
work of definition snd organisation. The
watchword # thst this will be open and equal
throughout. In introducing tge furst peneral
statement of the Preparatory Comunission, |
wanl 1o appeal again, [0 cveryome on the Left,
to Yook at the problems and the proposals,
and from thelr own posilion and point of view
1o juin i and make the Convenlion a success.

Details

Full tnformation iy evaileble from the
Secrerary, Preparatory  Commission, 11
Fitzroy Square, W I. The next meeting of Ihe
Commiesion will be on Senaday 25 January
ar 24 Pembridge Gardens, W 2, from 1 am to
4 peve gpprox. The Copmmisvions on feiues are
@ fbllows; Orgonixetion ard Actior; Social
Services; Imperiaiiseg: Race: Democracy and
the Swete; the Ecomomy.: Trade Unions:
Education and Communications, Al these
commisgions will be  holding  thelr  first
emeetings during the week preceeding Janwuary
25th. Anmvone on the Left & tavited to join
thewn, Full details from the Secretary, 11
Flrzroy Square, W 1.

the meeting, so .that there will be some
cemsiderable  problems of  organisation.
However, it # boped that by appealing
trsde unjon groupings to register their
delegations caxly, it will be possible to cope in
a fairly systemalic way with the arganisational
dif ficulties.

Among the pational trade union speakers who
have already agrocd to participate are Hogh
Scanlon, Erni Roberts, and Lawrence Daly,
the pewly clected General Seeretary of the
National Union of Mineworkers. Important
thuugh this platform is, however, cyen more
important are the VAT SenMDAT grOUPINgs
which will be gathering to work out their
jdens during the weckend, Very significant
progress has been mede in the claboration of
workens' control strategies for such industriee
as docks. stee), mining, airerafl, fasming and
education, It is hoped  that aes industrial
groups will be formed before the Sheffield
Conference, and it is very likely that the 2

wminars of the last (Nottinghim) Conference
will, by next March, huve become 30 or even
meTe.

Pypers will be circulated in advance to all who
register foy the Conference, and all those who
wsh to have their material circulated are
invited to sobmit it to the office of the
Institute for Workers' Control, 91 Goldsmith
Streef, Nottingham. This office will also be
pleased to answer enguisles shout the
Conference.

The cost of perticipstion depends primarily
wpon the cost of board and lodging for the
weekend, The cost will be, for {ull board, £4
0. 0. per head, imclusive of meah and
accommodation. The cest without hoard will
ke tan ehillinoe
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LUXEMBURG

On Jaouary 15th 1919 2 small middle-aged
worman was taken from a hotel by soldicrs
Later, her head broken vpen by riflle butts,
she was shot and her body thrown into a
cmnal. Though the German revolution had
failed, Rosa Luxembourg wos such a powerful
svmbol of revolution that she had o be

murdered with the coanivance of the
Socaldemocratic Party she had been a
member of for 20 years

i Pt L b
Socal Democratic Party & aNE, winch shc
ked for the rest of her life. | SO yhe wenl

Lertran

Socal-Democratse
hub of the 2nd Intermnational

pan Lhe

Ladly | SPD),

In Germany she immediately haos

wath 1 '

||-:L.-_ 1 &rr = -
whior central | na Tl
Jommated the 1 Ind
Internatyxcnal ( 188 =) wis 2 1ais

nabional pa
party, SPD. With
move away Ir

the 5P would

Wil nly o be
wek Inteinational
cxXpansol and
franchise, reformism
Iy he | '

LTWons pauning
merlary

| Keichist

idependently of
that Reforntism,
tion, Revisonism
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TRIBUNE

INTRODUCTION. by CHRIS HARMAN
The weekly paper Tribune a unique position inside the British Labour movement: for
twenty-eight years it has been focus of the official opposition. Although it is questionable
whether Tribune has ever led movements to the Left in the: party ss n whole, or even all of the
periodic retreats to the Right, its attitudes have generally provided a fair measure of the degree of
opposition 1o the leadership within the Labour Party. When Tribune has been in revolt against the
shotgun masriage of block vote and publicschool accent, a substantial portion of the y has
shared its revalsion; when Tribune has embraced established authority, the rest of the ‘Left® has not
usually been overhesitant in doing likewise.

Bat 2 methodological caution s needed here, Tribune’s relation to inncr-party dissent has not been
that of » party organ to a party — recognition of this is fundamental to any ing of the
politics of Tribune. lts particular policies have been determined by the small number of indi in
control of it at any piven time. As there have beensrdiquent and not always smooth changes of editor
end m the managing board, one would not expeet it to have remained and unchanged entity. Yot
what emerges from a study of Tribune is just this unexpected continuity in poljtics -~ if not &
specific attitudes at least in the way in which sttitudes change and develop. In part this can be
explained through the overlapping influences of certein key individuals on the paper. But the full
explanation Bes in the constancy of its relation 1o the Laft as 8 whole,

The Left is in 0 permanently ambiguous pogition in Brithsh political life. It is al the same time both an
integral part of official society, a ‘h"um peripheral one, and nt for its support wpoa the
taboocd rezches beyond. The permanent features in Tribume's politics — in particular the periodic
oscillutions i attitude to the parthamentary leadership — are an exgression of this. The history of
Tribune is the history of the Laft — and of the Labour Movement —sas soen from & certain vantage
point. This point s a mechanism which relates the purlamentary opposition to extra-parfismentary

dissant

THE LEFT IN THE THIRTIES

The fust Tribune wes the response of the Lagour
Left to isolation and impotence af & thne when Left
solations seemad the only siternative to the sweep of
g acrom Earope. |his dilemma way sy

by the urgency of the situation in Spain an (b one
band and the quictism of the Labour ladersbip on
. Despits the undoubicd justice of the Left
, and despite years of Laftaving organisation and

) . the Edinburgt conference of the Labour
m 1958 bed spported the NEC ansd

‘Bofsinlervention” by 1 volzi o

aﬂ.mﬁﬂ & group of Left

isteBectuale. prominest among wham were

Cripps, Strauss, Bevan, Mellor and Laski, met

Elhﬂ to discuss ways of strengthenmg tbe Lett.
ume was the result of these debgorations.

Telyume was rather & strange hiending topether of
Marvist, Sealinist ond Fabean clements. Labour
Musions jotned hands with Stakinist prefensons, but
there was abo a concem with e rols of chiss &) 4
determinae of policy thal was missg from the
wersotypes of both Sualinies asd Laboarksm. The
weakness wus that (hose most concerned with this
neality were thost In the movement who had fewest
proctical lUmks with the workmg clas — a8 most

clearty hrsught out on quedtions of forsgn palicy.

The centre of the struggle ovar forelgn pobcy

remained the clis straggle 3t home, An editorial on

10 September 1937 could antack the Nalions]

Councll of Labouwr for oot mendioning socsalivm of

the warking calss m wistion to intemationsl policy

I canchagion drswn were chear. Yo pricars use your
pngdh in the factones to pet powes yoursell.”

Bt o the fght apamsst fascisn was nslly 10 be &
cdass faght, thos: who anderstond this hed to be =
contacd with the working chnss. Those who were
woducing Tribune had few direct Enks. Even if (hey
L-J iMluence with mamy individual workers, they
were detached from colictive organs of struggle.
They could only make contrct with these through
the medistion of gither e Labour Party and ‘trade
unions of the CF, But the need fos the Left agitation
arvee oot of the qaletism af the former. Xwas in
oedler 10 benefit from ties with (he Btter thae the
linged Front was formed But thw CP leaders,
forming the Froot, were- prepired o utilise the
Labour Left, bud were nol prepurad to be yiilised by
it — and they wete organised to resist, Oripps, Bevan
el WM milght hawe bpen mage able
Journalistically and even sounder Yheorets han
the CP jesders, but the lattez, with an o Ao
berile up over twenty yoars, were bolter ablo 1o utilise
E fellowing., Above all it wis they rhet ied
the ranc-and-fik -tr.s;ih: among the busnen and
the wnemployed which the Iribumtes depended
upon 1o undsrmine the power bases of the Citrines
and Bevins, Failkng a suocosflul cmpagn i allince
with the CT, they would be lorcod HwX 1o
wrommodeting therasdhves aligning  themseives o
the oade-vrion Right

When the salicies of the (P conthicesd with the nanve
Il honest Masosm of the Tribupates, s was the
latter that suffered. One mdication of thus was ihe
lack of any serious catague of the Freach Popular
Fronl, Another was the susclion o (he ourgeoi
democratic pokey of the CP i Spain, Although or
this time adwrant spsinsd e Popudu Front ot
home, Tribume oalid support it in Spam,

The mast sgndicant thing about Tobune & this
period was not, howewer, s Bt way sffectivedy the
shadew of the CP, but thet when Transport Howse
domanded i1 it veused 1o by thes dudow,

Tribwne wus the eaxme-parliomentasy amms of an
qun““ foup within the partamentary parly.

e United Fronr hod been meant w provide o bass
for this oppesston group la MHght Ihe influcnce at
wadvsgpion lesdore within the v, When this
bkt there w0 alternative 1 16 ratum to
Imsentsiop with the neuminess af these ealers. By the
o g i g -

functioning to prevent the former ever becoming fully integrated into offical society and (o
prevent the latter developing into anything more than dissent.

sisck the Labour lracersmp, Atthee sven wrole for
the paper, The party even ¢ came out apaing
‘nomdnterventiay” i Sguin, But its  endet

unwillingness mhe ot of sction (&l the

Miwation d remalned. The wme

utre-cautions trade-umion eaders continoed to hald

the purse strings, The Boumemouth cobfemce of

1937 bad taken o “Lefrowteg” line owe Spain. But the

impkemenation of this by the NEC meant, ouliade
, Gne mecsting in the A lhert Hall,

The Labour Left searched Gesguraicly for some
mears of producing the popular uphesval lat
would remave 1t from the dendend: and discovered
the Popular Front,

Timough the peosod of the srupghe lor a2 Popular
Fromt and fmedistely after, (he contral plank in
Tribune’s foreign policy was that the nment
should establih a genuine alliance with T and
Russin. This deosind wss nod arpwed on purmely
rational growmds: in il tread to imply that it was
In capiealist Hebtain's own Intersst o slly #self in
this way, but it was abwo infused with an
emebonalem  derived from the taditions] Left
support for the Soviet Union. The allimnce with the
Sowveet Unien could not be just a means fo an end,
bt waz slo s good in iteedl

The few criticlams of the USSR that had sppeared in
1938 were no longer to be seen, amm& I this
oalt was played by the beok 4y Is 1% bhoak
of the hour . . . | doubt w Tribune rsaders
have cver had the chance of sach 2 valuable
eighteen-pence worth' one reviewer oowild wrile of
that umreadable collection of fabificstions and
danders, the History of the CPSU(B). Predictably
Trotsky Is describpd 21 “the madman in Mexico'. At
other times @nd 0 olbwr circumstances all this
would not have mattered, It would perhaps always
lave been detrimsental to the domestic srugple in
that it gave illusons of sre ahwoad, Bul = the
sfustion that t{l‘hnﬂ = mid-193% such wonvictions
could  handly o result in expearicnoes hest
deseribed as traumatic.

THE COLD WAR

This besle division within the Left conumued
throaghoat the early years of the vold waz. s, Tribune
eneptually came round to supporting by Western
pdiction oo most things. It suppocted rhe Westarn
and I Berlim and by spring of 1949 fad come
raund o pogting the Atlantic Pact. Dut the
attempt to Hmt alternstives continued, 1| dropgeal
the demand for 2 ‘third force’ reluctanty, and snll
wntinwed to wll for fresh Great Poeer discussons,
When it Hd come oul in Gvour of NATO 5t was
unuhie to do o elthoet d@wasion on ity own
Editoral Board. lan Mikardo resigied

By e tizne the Karean war broke out m 1950 the
divigion within the ef1 was such os virtuatly to Tob
the ferm of goy utiity. To many at e time of must
rave seemed that Tibandsmn a3 s parate cumment of
opinae wa: fnished, T contadictony armitudss
previcasly united behind the concepe of the ‘third
foger” wery pow in open opposition 0 one another.
When & suvossrs 1o Keep Lelt was published many
of the sugsporters of Keep Left no lesger backed it
wnd it recoved waicly o mention in Trbene, 10 (b
fellow trovellers were to appesir mercssingly a5 mere
shadows of Moscow, the metamosphosts af the
waritme cadicals me shadows of Washington ilso
s near compledon.

Wirth the dgdnicgration of (ke Keep Lett conlition in
195529 Trihune batame a0 pwre  (han an
sddendum o the  alllctl labour propaganda
machine. Neither the concent of s articls nor the
affiliatsons of many of ils weiters inclicated s origns
in the tradztives] Lot Transport Hous: paid fer tuo
piger of gach issoe o put seross ol pany
prelley, Ihise wiste sirely #1 odils with B st ol the
paper, Criticy of Tdbene elomed g "Toanspart
RN ST

| © BE
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Thiy areicte war aripnally pubished fa lntermdtional Sochalism and fas beew considerahily abridged.

Agreamenl botwesn Tribune and It lofmes eninnies
datended o virtvally the whole range of pnlqav
What resenations fhere uvee om part for LS
foreigs policy “were Larpely i e b und (rom
1947 w0 1950." As bteas July 1950 Michaw! Foot
WS WTiting:

" soblicrs v g i Karen .., to
uphold the peinciples of collective defemoe agumse
wwilon agpreseon .. a principle which the
z!nu.r Party since 1918 bas conodersd esental

the preservation of worll pesce.”

Truman's fouwr point proposal was for Jennie Lag ‘s
. . o s
1 from the industrial

America.”. Keepimg thet the
nunummnw [l

been lowards the same {as Beitaim)
oaly more i

In Mome affairs Wi just as vomplete. The
m?cwller Cripps wos considered to be

‘Steady wnd stolid progress 1w the pictume that
emerges from StailTord Crpps’ ecaramic roview
last week,

The Govemnmentdmposed wage [reers  was

The TUC has done & nmgninio at job in offsettmg
inflstion by continued and dirMcull sesteint on
WRECA
When the calm of Ow austemity years wos disturbed
By dockers’ attempts w0 dofend bving stucdards,
Trimone * redferrad to ‘tragic eventy' and  blamed
bosses, union leaders ond dockowarkers aqgually, The
fgrewes. political rebels of the labour movement
woked with disdsin upon the artemots of trade
unjouists Ao reghek e redistribulion of Dvome o
their detriment and ta e benefln of capsirsl:
“Inhibiticns on bath sldes of Industry have too
long held up intelligent resreanisation of methods
wnd Jawoul, and the appliation of tme studies ..

t was one thirg to concdr pPath the palicles af those
in power. It was another to participate in the
exercise of that power and to devermime the and for
which it was peed. The Lol was abl 1o inMusnsy
podiches only soler s its Semands for peforms i

s, S8 the cbeience ' the would Defoes the KR

wing could schisve nothing, When the Hmbt was

.,.;.';5...1 the Right wing of the lshour Party

et o RS R b v fro il
wiur e I

The defecce of mﬁumnnm: began t?:mmd

apologeic,

THE BIRTH OF BEVANISM

The point of departure for the Left in the Ml was
Bevan®s us.:'mnon from the Govemmen! in he
wring of 1951, The apparest reason for this wus
apposition 1o the raising of arms expenditure to an
wunprecedented ce-flie bowel all the s zme chat
charges for " dentnl - and  oplical
reatment were introduced. Bud it I8 Aifficult o
acoep) this policy dispute 3¢ the sole cause of the
retignation. Beven Eimsell oot only sccepted the
presupposition of e Budget  the need 1o
‘Hotish  commitewols’ — bt had also
asted Left critics wivo hid attacked the arms
mopramme o ment two months before and s
Minlster of Hralth be bad been quite willing ta m:
the meigure k) made the b charges poeab
through Parliamenr, even though be bud vppused it
in the Cabinet. If he trisd o appess ohnsistent by
srpwing that the strain oo the economy had saly
recently bheawne spparont, thds was oot ta convinee
everyone.

The anuments elborotsd In the  reslgnaction
contioversy wire fo form the basis for the identogy
and composition of the ‘Left’ af the early fifties,
What was pecilsu about these was  that thoy
vombined @ peresptive, and wndoubbedly axrect
aiticue of the wms pragramme froes e point af
view of Bratish capital, with 3 sochfisr critique of
foreign policy and its domestic consaquences. The
haske argument was that realisation of the arms
programme soukd produce wch 3 stmin on resources
s to rMse oW material prices and  prodece

‘mass-upemnployment.
‘The fact 33 the West has embarked upoo a
cumpuien of arms production wpon such a scake,
© quickly, snd of such am oxtemt, that the
foundations of politval liberty and pasliamentary
democracy will not ha ehile 1o sustedn the shock *
[Bevan’s resiguation spescd)

Besides which “Teday the policies of the west are
based urn a gross everestmate of Somed swength”
The real soength of the Soviet Union ly in i
sbility e utibese 1he mevolativoans forces of the
woirld, So M b the task of Biitish socialism o
persusde o westcrn allicy 0 assgt (the ealonial
revodution)” instead of foreing It into che gripar tha
Hussians.

This anpument combined beliels in the progressive
matuee of (e Tioman admmistrabion (Mee
mual . wsist the Tramen sdministrstion in its
bateke agsinst MeCaohvism® and of he Codd War as
a struggle herween freedom and tomlimsaniym, with
the tradiboral Mhersd pzofine view that sofitions 1o
oconflicts coudd and murt be jound by "storssmen not
soldikn Abo combimed were a percepeive msight
it 1w cxlenl (o ahich Weicen inpenalism was m
denger of elloging o0 long 0 abwlescrnt looms of
explottation o the colones when pewer laims busasl
upon ad amd rade, not military governmens, wede
moce  sppeste. and  tbe  baditional  secizlise
opposition B colomobion. Al s and more, Do
Teibume alse defendad the Wellare Staty, callng Tor
rearmement 10 be fnanced ol by inflstion, bt by

This admixture of socialist and neo-mpitabst
demands was the logical sontinustion of (he politics
of 1945, It ako e o the strange ooalition of
those, who, even |f they were unaware of i, were in

afl the boursoisie with the yemnant of
socmlist ideslism’ @ the Labo
hand stowd Haold Wilkon, in whom one could
alredy e he emdryo of the ‘vew dynsmism® of
the sivties, On the ather stood the remnams af
pre-1945  radicalism, lod by Devan, and still
occasunally speaking with the lones of the thities.

SUEZ

¥

Sz crds hed the unusaad effect of
mzw‘pom 10 i1 not ealy &Wm

antl-im b from
those who ftwu\.:! US policies arsd Ihu::! ;lt:*i'it
to understand the

fax-sighted enougk !

interests of Hiltsh capital In e process of
development of the crivis these ware by %0 mizns i
the mme camp all the thue. And Tribune certainly
was nat i the antimperialist simp all the time. As
the situation cvebved it tended 10 jump from one

position to anothier,

Tribune pegan by condemning Gaitskell’s
that economic mactons be applivd sfter Ty
nationalised the Suez Canal, It Wy :F 04 means

,
4

ender  the US-daminated UN”“:: Ihe
Anglo-USdoidnsesd  'Canal  Users’  Commities,'
Brause he would oot Maseesr was

"Egvpt HQ a nI:t t? come irly hex own, but not
v

mto somaome s,

Md through the canal. Hevan himself
o to
exerviso this

It musst not be sl tuke, Colonel Nasser,”

This am Y coudd oot hukerer stund the test af
evects, it was & question of abstrecd might
:fy could be condemned, hut the whole traditon

Fritisk Lelt rulsd out support for armed
intervention, “Don’t sk one Dritsh Ble,' wrote
Besun, although this was followed by “Epypt as
much as anyone sbe owet 1t o the world o show
modiegation.” The mboraim of o coustry Nghting
foreign oppcsion was still absaactly squared with
that af the appresaon,

Whea inlerveation came, criticism of it wasas aich
bermise it endangeevd the UN as for the wm

mouves hehind i Amd when the US, dearly from
motves of ber own, condemmned the sggression,
Bevan could write ‘the U5 cinerges with an onhanced
reputadion.’ Calortunatety Bevan eankd nol belicwe
In this “‘nhanced repatation’ for kang. Within a
fortnight he wws criticsag the US for tying
replace Bricish influenes In e Middle-East

Far the development af the Lef1, e crucial vweot of
I 1957 purty conlarence was the fact that the min
around whom the "Laft’ had been arganising for the
previoas ihx years and in whom so many of its hopes
were placed — Bawn — Mmally made his peace wath
the l=adership, apPﬂlplml Yy he KEC to reply o o
msoluton K far onitatersd ocleu disarmarment,
Buvun, by now shadow Farelgn winsive, tumed vo
to his upn former sup) & the rhetoric thal Bad
vac bern used with sffect sgalost the Right,

Bevan’s performance thiew the Tribwniies into oftar
confusion, A hreak between them dnd Bevan semed
mevitsble. But this was nnt 0 take plpce other
saldenly o completely. If Foat yemamsd enrinely
ancopvimond by Besan's wguments’ he persundet

that otber policies adopled (presumakbly

and Soclety) marked a subsinntal shire |
away [rom the mgid poations of the Right wing of
HMhe Veas ago . . . Bevan continued to wrile for
Tribuime, xnd Tribumites rontmued 1o express the
hape thet Bevan would find his alionee with
Gartskell intelesalde

THE ADVENT OF WILSON
AND COND

Tribiime weloomed CND, and amny of the old Left
plavad a minens rede = it leading ranks. But @
na sense did they carry the mowewent. Rather, they
themsehves were  puricd aboez by g wave of
entausiasm  from  belaw.  This,  alihoagh Bien
matihirg the ohd sagais of the traditional el
fended W demand mnmediate sotion vutsids of Lthe
mansauverings of tuditonal Lotk patbies For the
old “Left the sk was o channel s feevear into
traditionsl politics, cmastulate il 2od benefit (rom
it Dog the old Left o domaen Tor smalatealism
would b less impor il Pas the pnesd o npr.r.;l. [I%]
Jiphamatically  oinded  politicians Alls  OND's
catremely succeseul merugeral  miecling Tribane
wrote, “Maygnilicent, inspiring, historszul”. Yot s the
ame persod it was Lo praise 1 Gaitskeld, twen
Kbrusehes and aun Moviwilkn, for desmandmg
wrmme il oo loremere



Shanng so much common gEound wilth ihe Righ
wing #1 (he theorstbcal level, Tribuse was more o
incapable of senously :nm‘:ﬁu when a (ighde
place within the party. It o caly ride on
waves produced by magy or ks sponianeeas acdon
from beliow .

¢ politics m the fifties,
Lelt could never appreciaf® the toxture of they perod
thoy were in. Om the one band they slways lended 1o
be ower-optimistic about Labour policks — only o

Tary policies. Fwry attack upon the working cluss
would be cxaggerated in its scope. Prophecics of
consdesable  unemplovmenl, mamr  strugges,

hllhlm&_ trade unboms, were a recurrent
foatere “throughout the flMxs ‘10 the
Torks win on 8th October — ex sttacks on Lrade
ufiions,’ This sitastion was

rusappraisal the
conpained with an undegestimation of the sl
mll of workingcless organisation (2 stongth
4 taetr prewnt the T&t':s froe m.;':
mmjor  stragede  against ), en  this m
fisconaipion of rality, Tribunsm coukd nover

_____H,f:mluwbhthﬂuw office ahat the Left

ell for the seductive pose of Wibuanses, The Laft of
the early fiffses had. gven way to its temptations
long before. The sverage rank-and-fik Hevanite of

1951 had probably 963 ended cither
e
s parlismentary qum:ﬂ For m
of renmring Coplaime W o e ?-;Z"‘
but had done 30 for oo :E
municipsl power kenew the difliculties of e

b0 understood the mecesaty (or

Ewn  those not themselves corropted by the
prevsuper ol thewe yeurs, pressups whick the use of
phony arguments and the practice of self<lecepiins
did ottty 10 redsd, could only with

avold the temptution of Jooking for o sulution whers

pers tendad o sture with Tribune 1he
genoral bemusement in thefirst days of the Labowr
Governmeat. Fwn the sell<consciously “hegemonic’
marduing of New Lefi Review saw Lhe advent of
Harald Wilson et & i passing adjustnent of Frivish
capitaliam to 4 changlog situstion  bultssanuwal of
tremendous moment for it whole developenent,

ELLIISM

and they controlbed the
gowrnment, I in the process (e aveils of (he
upiakst state came ra daminare THbmNe © s,
it only irsell to blame, The bullding ef o mass
Left in the fifties wxs onpossible. gven the
onntinued anikoy af mmubvn o espand, Bul the
budlding of a larper ana more nfuential hand Leit
that could have resistad the raveges of Wik it wns
not  Tribwne., seeking respectabihiey  and
perliamentsry powes’, sbowe all eesisted sttempts to
do ™is, The eue sttemel made in e Tfies to

ocgenise putside of Parlisment in seriouincss om
peoealised pobces. Victury lor Sacialise, collapsed
under the weight of the Parbamencary Etists that
domms led it

I arcer only o few ponths of ssong % moch of it
past activity arvetathsed 21 acosptance of recalism,
suppart far agoresson o Vietnam and @ complete

diation with apital, Trbtuse shas away, its
whole spproxch makes ¢ mevitatile that it should go
Mrough  the whole geovas s, For Tribume
remainy s sanmieted o are own Raome  of
meflectual  Sntlim  as  sver, Young enilves

v ald anes &1 these mave on mio the Cabines.
Thy best way of building the Left i stifl sson as
lyipg o shurt-deom i with frustrared
lght-wing caroeisle Wison 5 cast oul of the
pantheoe, W joom Toaran arsd Scelin on the biack
ter, bt pew gk sie W hie hailt up. The wsirch
for the charssmatic leuger whe will sutomerically
gobve 11y gnd the wocking cless's prabieims eontmues,

When the wosking class ibsell beginy o salbve ils own
probivmy, Trbene will no doubt, w in 7956, be

Vietnam

DOUGLAS GILL
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Vietnam

For over four ygars, the editors of Tribune have applied themselves to reporting, to
analysing, and to explaining, the conduct of the war in Vietnam: throughout that

. ity columns have afforded hospirality and space (v the stalwarts of the
Parliamentary left; and during the grearer period of tine., unchallenged b.jr the

clamourings of the VSC, its contributors have carried the hurden of provi

socialist perspective on the causes and prosecution of Lhe war.

their duty  with

They have discharged
From the

moderstion  and  with  care, 6
begenmng nght 1w the present day, they
have seen in tl:eupptnuil by Washington of a
policy of war the outcome of o el
msunderstanding. they hove seen in the
oripins of LS interention o case of illegalicy
glone; and equipped with an explanation of
neither the causes nor the present motives for
the war, they have detected no real reason
why it should contimwe. Their solutsons,
therefore, have been framed in 8 cautious and
a circumspective way., The Bousn lefl,
exerosing its utmost in por, can exert
feverape - wpon the government and the
Purliomentary party: Mr. Wilson ond M-
Michael Stewart, apprised of the errors i
their ways, ih torn will make Xnown e
doubts and  hesdlation 10 the Stue
Deguriment; and the voice of moderation,
encouraged i both Hanoi and Washington
DG, will plump finmly for the discussions 1i.d
negotiations which slone can socure a lusting
peace in Vietramn.

w course is clear. He should
Wwork out with the Russions an agreed
programmie for a conference, and then wie
such infuence ax we Lave n Washoiaton to
1 it accepted by the Americans.” .
- ¥t : (12.11.65)

A year goes by with no respite in the bombin

and 8 grest inflow of Amencan and all
and 'Tribune sefs ouf some pious
on the likelihood of peace:

“... our hope must be lt:l:“thm who are
cpared 10 recognise ities, to accepl
xa'r for neither side can there be s ol
ilitury sictory, and those who are
prepared to pav the necessary price of
peace. will gain strength in Husor and in
Washington ond  inside  the Niational
|iberntion Frone'' (15.11.66)

Two turther years pass by, the NLF passes to
the offensive and gains victories dursng Tet
which somne campare (o Dien Byeo Phu; and
Tribune fills 115 columas, not with hossnnas
and hurrshs, but with advice for inter-allied
conversations.
“What Mr. Wilsen ought to have told him
[ERI|] was that the war was unwinnabie,
that America should cut its kosses.”
(16.11.68)
The scousation is not omly that Tribuse for
four years and more, had pressed on Mr.
Wilsen  fatuous comments and adviee on
whech the latter had no clear need to act at
all, but also that its arguments and plesdings

have had the net effect of decreasing

consciosness, in both Beitain and abroad,
about the peture of the war and whal was
aotuglly o1 stake; of diminishing the likelthood
of any real muvemenl setting out in aid of
sochalism in Vietnam. At no stage did it offer
an approcation of the reasuns which kept the
Amencans in Vigtnam and caused both them
and Mz, Wilkan , to view  defeat  with
appichension: a1 oo stage dud it indicare that
the NLF and the regime in Hano were [orces
whose goeialist credentials were at least ag
valid us those ol the Brensl Laboui movemeat
apd the Tribune lefr: s columns have never
ententaned  discussions about the kind al
tactics which could hoth brng cormfort Lo the
NLF and help to discreadit the participstion of
the Wilson povenminent in the pulicies of
Western unpe rialisia

The cxomination of its pages a0 Hie last four
years  brings  forth some very  lame
explapations’  for the war a0 Vwetnam

Tribune tatks much abouat the dlegalities of
the US ingervention, very little of the real
[nterests  which uaderly  the action. Ia
January, 1966, Michael Fout was writing of
am Ameican sttempt “1o keep & foothold in
Asia™, and mu ?f this vlg:w lnml
et i rom time to tume
mmmwﬁam tuutologies and cliches.
“Americs war in Vietnam because it
4 ?u’:'vu.h‘wt pwutiit:: E::
to
wnnﬁﬁm itsalf from some other super
power _.." (2.XIL66) Just thal = and nothing
mote. The minute examination of its pages
may occasionally dredee uﬁ' the word
‘imperiatism’ (23.11.68) - and this in inserted
commas a8 though it were o maost unosual and
oxteacrdingry temn - bul there has beon no
discussion E:F the role of Butain in supportiog,
and  in  submitting w0, the Amendan
domination of & grent deal of thee world.

e is most Tortunaie that the left in Vizinam
has tuken no notice of the pdvice which Las
been furnshed for it by Uwe Pulamentary

ry; fortunate, also, that the Vielnam

Saolidarity Comnuttee  has presed oa
regardiess of the cold water which Tribune has
cast upon lts taghics. For Teibune's policy has
been to praise and o encoursge the course of
moderiale  Oppe by the Purfiamentary
left, while or attacking the more
direct action is from time to time

ashed. - and there's no
substitute for that”, can slome change the
Labour paliey on Vietrarn, Wichael Fool
proclacmed in 1906, and coupled it with the
extraordmary suggestion that “the Left will
only get @ hearing in the Labour Purty — and
i my opisson will enly deserve to — il it
shows by word aud deed that it passionately
shares the desire for the panty’s success.” And
the scutal messures which the jeft thould
press upon the govemnmient bive been enst in
ferns  wmmbinous | and  inept.  Thus,
Mendelson argued m 1966 thal “il America
were to cmbark on the wwasion of Nortls
Vietnim and us o result were to be invalved i
a mmjor mlemational war”, then what veas
wanled vt (Volunteers to fight for Ho Chi
Minh™ Severance of the  Anglo-Ammerica
allinnee?  Application to jon the Wamsw
Puct?) a declsration that “Heitain would not
regard chis a5 covered by the Anglo-Asmerican
alhance ard would act take part In such a
war." As lule as April, 1968, after two major
dentonstrions by the VSO, Tribume was still
arguing how bost to npress the Ankdncans
with the povernment’s disastisietion with the
war. “How can America be pushed towards
talks?™ ssiced 3 Tribune leadeg, and came up
with the asswee by putiing down i resolution
at the Secunty Council.

Coupled, then, with this support for acncs
which  will pain  approval from the
patliumentary  whip, vomes u  steady
opposton 1o modes of extreParlinmentary
agitation. The demonstration m Grosvenor
Square last March. the second musjor
undertzking of the V8C, received ao advance
publlicity i Trihune's puges, nor any verdict
on the effect it may hive bad = sive for a
smull article, a1 the boltm of an made page,
about the tactics of the police, The ssssult
upon the Daily Mirror!Springer building was
deseribed by Frank Allpun MP as “pathetic
ad ilcorsiderel” (19.0V.08) The Uctober
demonstration could be agnored not even by
e ostriches of Tribupe. lis raders were
informed that the majority ofthose intending
1o Lalee purt would be there “t0 show their
solidarity with the Vietnamese people”; vel,
lest the Ffaithful take offence. they were
teassured that *Victory to the NLF® was an
cnotional shgan which could nol te realised,
and (most damag of ally that “aver and oves
dguin we have sl thar the war will have to be
solvee By negotinlions™

ing a

The ewnts of the last lew months have clearly
shgken the staff of Tribune and the MPs who
suppart ther. A monih pgo, it was distressing,
to soe 2 membes of the editorial staff falling
out with Michael Fouor 2nd arpuing that there
must be some occasion = thuugh one has not
yet aceurred — on which the Lubour left will
vole against the Goverument and he prepared
to threaten ils defeat. The article went on to
arpue 2 point which in Tribune's columns had
never vet appeared. thal manceuvres in the
corridors and lobbies m Westminster, that
leverage excrted upon Wilon, Stewart, and
the like, moy nor slwavs be enough,

*... 10 reject vinlence is nol Lo repet direct
gotion ... the vecupaton of 4 unhversity or
factory - the struggle for & groatdt measure
of denmoctacy and populur control may
tequire defiance of laws wmd reguls

precizely  beosuse  those™ liws

regutations  are  decipned to  exclude
demucraey 2nd frostruce the popular will.™

To this, Michael Foot himsell replied ﬂmh
argumenis he had more vigorously put t
e
Lin : ur 3
at Hull, had threatened, if only for 2 moment,
to bring sbout & Governsnent defest. For what
: . could follow if the rmmest
were ‘down by its own MPs! “The
m between Lefi and Eﬁ within the
) movement would intensified
cverywhere = with the Left, on this issue,
having a poor, phuost 2n ynacevable case. And
this st @ moment when the Leil’s Came on
Victnam and o much else is growing steonssy
every month .7

The Palismentary befk, with its chauvimism,
jts ignorance, and its blind dhegion to the
whips, still sees itsell approeching closer 10
the coriders of power. Apply a little wore
persuasion, st vet anuther left MP into the
Cubinet isell, sod our case on Vietnam will
aspvinee oven M. Dercld Wilson; in these
crcumstances, friction and discord will e
necesserily  increased by any step which
thyeutens the basw of Me Wilson's power. 1t iy
timely to remind Mr. Micliscl Toot, howsver,
of what he wrote thice yeurs ago: “the Laii’s
case on Vietnam nnd so mmuch =lse % growing
strumger every mopth™. Not only a3 case,
however, but  algo, whethor it concerns
Vietnam. Rhodesia. or civil rights in Ulster,
the wespons and the tactics which il is willing
to empldy,
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DWARF DIARY

THE ULSTER UPSURGE

At Queen's University, Belfast, the mood & militsnt and though the civil rights activists are still in a
minority they are gnining new recruits every day. In fact the pace of mdicalisation has many
militants who sy that only kst year they were dubbing Queen’s University as the most
backward university in the United Kingdom. It was the students who were largely responsibiy for
sparking off the upsurge which has frightened the complacent, self-stisfied government of Capti#in
Terence O'Neill. The militants are likely to even mare if the Captain’s supporters
continue 1o make badly-timed (from THEIR point of view) statements such as the one made by 2 3
Roy Hradford Chief Whip and possibly a future Minister of Education. Mr Bradford boldly de
that the University suthorities “cearly stand in loco :tutiu to the studests’ gmd implied that
militant students should be disciplined. The fact that upset Mr Bradferd i that, present
is dedgned to overthrow the Government'. Student sctivists told the Dwarf that if the
Vice-Chancellor and his coborts attempted 1o curb the civil rights movement the ‘whole University
would explode.” Better late than never,
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The political significance of the nisi 'Dmummhnahlzmdbym
nch;linin;hnd.mm;bem:l ':mfmmh:tudﬂlwm reporting details of what
sctually happened in Derry. Not many comrades realise that a of Derry was barricaded and a sign

proudly announced: YOU ARE NOW ENTERING FREE DERRY. The Derry Commumne lasted for 6
days. 6 days of freedom from police oppression. The citizens of Lecky Road are determined that
there will be no repetition of the incident when groups of drunk policemen came and stoned Roman
Catholic houses, Despite the provocations (and there have been many) the leaders of the Derry
Communards and Eamon McCann in particular have seen to it that all the slogans and demands are
political. Crude anti-Protestantism and religious chauvinism have played no past in the o and
this makes the struggle in Derry the most significant political action which we have scen for the last
decade. When the student marchers entered Derry after the Loag March from Belfast they were
greeted by large numbers of working people including homeless squatters who had occupied Derry
Town Hall in protest against the housing situation.

& & % % & & & 8 & & % 8RRk R RS

The spirit of commdeship which prevails in Derry and which has united the students and a large
section of the workers shows that despite the distortions of the unfree media student activism does
have an effect on people at large. Free Derry Radio is still in existepce informing citizens of what is
going on in the police state which the Labour government subsidises.
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The burning of three police vans in Newry has led to the unfree press denouncing the civil rights
marchers as hooligans and unfortunately the rightists in the movement have joined m these attacks.
Whether or not the police should have been burnt is a separate issue — many militanis point out that
the police were quite pleased that this happened hecanse it boosted their batrered Image somewhat
and that no policemen fried to prevent the burning. Be thar as it may in the face of reaction we
should all declare our solidarity with the ‘booligans’ An cight year old girl was nlso seen in Newry
with & lighted piece of paper in scarch of police tenders which just shows the depth of the feeling
agninst the Ubster police

l...."t.I..’.Dt.l'.“'.qwﬁ
It s of cucial importance that revolutiosary socialists in
solidarity with their Irish comrades. Pressure should be put on the Wikson ¢ ue (o stop subsidies (50
far only the LSE Socinlist Society has been active) and there should be merches outside the Northern
Ireland office in London. It does exist. I’ui-& the best time would be on the Easter Sunday as we
could wean away many CND marchers and abo get a contingent down from Belast. More about this
= subsequent Dwarfs.

demonstrations in
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DWARF AWARD FOR POLITICAL SCHIZOPHRENIC

OF THE YEAR

Major Bunting, lan Paisley’s keading thug wha supported Mr Gerry Fift in the last election campaign.

HOLD UP YOUR HEAD, TIM DALY

Un Sunday October 13th Tim Daly set fire to the dome of the Imperial War Museum and destroved o
large number of books and records. Contrary to the reports in the unfree press, there was no
connection between the fire and the numerous other activities supposedly leading to 2 mass take-over
of London on Octoler 27th. Tim was arrested almost immediately after the event and put inside
Ashford Remand Home. when = Dwarf represantative went to see him én the middle of November
Tim was undey the impression that Je would be brought to trial at the end of the following week. [¢ is
the middle of January and he is still there.

lim hates war. He is a pacifist, He wis prepared (o carry out the whole oporation single-hangled
“for | believed in what | did”. But three months later the strsin of isolation js bepinning 1o tell on
him. He peeds moral support: write to him at HM. Rermand Home, Ashiord, Middlesex, or contact
the Dwarf office ind we'll send you Jenflets for distribution and the date of his trisl 88 soon 25 we
have it. The Public Gallery of the Old Bailey seats 200. Be there!

EDITORIAL BOARD: fanq Al Cive Goodwin, Fred Halliday, lohe lliu,hrd_ Douglas Call, Shelln
; Kawbothain, Hob Rowthome, Adrin Matchell, Mo Teitelbapme
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PUSHING
THIRTY

for Bruce Reyholds,

The araft of the thief

bring precious little grief
to the man with the big cigar.

He reads about crime
while going home to dine
and smiles out of the window of his car,

So his Rembrant got lost? —
to even out the cost
he’ll increase the price of shoes in every store;

if the cash goes from home
then a servant must phone
and simoply tell the bank to print somse more.

But if even that thiel
fﬂﬂilm’
wanis o with gardens fifty miles wide,

and by way of entree

control of -

with & rotten Shiekdom on the side ...
knows the lad has too far

and he calls his Politicians to his side:

Dearest of mine
we have o draw the line:
the thief is wise and it is time be died.

So remain simple thugs,

stick to prosritutes and drugs,

rob u factory, or gut some stately homes;
but go for his Law

Mister C. declsre war,

and he’ll nourish his police dogs on your bones.

Christopher Logue.

| What’s happenin’

SATURDAY JAN Sth: Kot Luxembourg - 3t Years Apter. (rganized by Internotional Marxis
Group, Speakers include Ermest Mandel, Peter Brandt (SDS), Tarig AU, 7.30 pm, Beaver Hall, Gartick
Hill, EC4. [ Manyion Howuse Tube).

MONDAY JAN 27th: Demonstration outside Bow Streer where 31 people grrested on the Zimbabwe
ﬁmélzré% f‘ a; th are appeariig in courl. Contact Zimbabwe So ry Acrion Committee ar LSE,
ef. 15 6559,

THURSDAY JAN 30tk. Public Mecting 10 launch the Nottingham brarch of the National Join:
Action Comnpwign Commitiee for Equal Rights (NJACCER). Audrey Wise jUSDAW Midlands
Divisional Councilj on Fgqual Pay, Opportunity. Trsining for Women, 7.30 pm, People’s Hadl,
Heatheote Streer, Nottinghern,

FRIDAY JAN 3ist -

! SUNDAY FEB 2rcl. Biafra International Conference. Ring 01-272 5524 for
information.

S.A TURDA ? FES st — SUNDAY FEB 2nd- VSC National Conference at Conway Hall, Red Lion
Sguare, WO (L7 tbomm Tube). 10 ¢m Saiurday to I pm Sundey, For detcils ring Hall Grecniand
01480 6789

SUNDAY FEB 9ol Lowdon Squatrers in acrion. See p.3.

MONDAY FEB 10th — WEDNESDAY FER 12th: Ewex University Soctalists are organiving a
Revolutionary Festival, Correspondence to Ermest Dowson, 89 East Hill, Coichester, Essex.

ALNC: FRIDAY MARCH 21si: Navional Howsing deme at Conrre Ping,

g T
| Please send me the BLACK DWARF for the mext 6/12

months, I enclose p.o./cheque for £1/£2,
NEEM liaoosiissavimiiiprabinesy vels T T e waliaey

| The BLACK DWARF, 7 Carlisle Street, W.1.
Telephone: 01-734 4827

Trade terms on application
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