
The Thatcher go·,·ernme~t h as helped to in~rease unemployment from 
. one @d a half to three .million. But bafore . we join the llifories out .
·Labour in 11 chorus we should remember }tho wa;3 in powyr wheri the job
less rose to one and a half million. 

All .: ~he m~jof.· psiitfc~ -·~ Fa~ties are. committed to maldng British in-: 
dustry i:r.ternationally competitive. Yet it is through :l,.nj:.ernational 
competitl.on that. the .transnational compru.1-ies are able to' play off the 
workers of -different countries against each other~ Witne~s Ford's ' 
threat to move production abroad. 

International competition is amajor fac+-or in pushing industry -tO, 
introduce mor.E;l and more lapour saving machinery at the expense of the 
wo:rkfo:r9e~ . It?: ,8;d,dition, i;.11e . t:ransnat'iori~s are. continuing to move · 
the more labqi:J.r intensive jobs .t9 ,'t:P:os¢ areas of ·the world vrher~ .. '. 
labour co ;:; ts·, ~;tre lowe.st. · · '·· · 

The result of this will be that the British economy will become 
even more unbalanced and less self-reliant than at present. There 
will be a higher level of permanently une:nployed because the industry 
which remains will employ nore macl:1ines and less 'people. 

' . 
Interna-tional competi.tion is, in eisence, competi tiqn· betw8en 

workers· d' different countries " . . . . ~ •,· ' ,_-
:. ;~- . -~ ' 
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No _,one can believe that a job in a nationalised industry i:J secure. 

In the ' search for ·. competitiveness proportionally more manual jobs hJ.ve 
been lo~t in the public se ,Jte,:r. tha...i'J. in the .private sector of industry • 

. .No.1..radays, . Berm and other3 ·on the Labour Left ·favour nationilisation · 
as a rueans of raaJd.ng British industry more 'efficient: -(i.e • . in~,er~ 
nationally compet~ tive). . ' -··.. . . 

• • ' • • • .-~~ J 

Nationui.sation --could h,- part of the ans-w6r to our problems,· not for 
this reason~ but o_nly_ if it Js us.ed to take industry and industrial 
work8rs in Brit:in· out of the international rat-race. · This is not to 



·· .. -- eq-we-~Jld ·~on ell +;,rad;a!l but ·we r3hould distizlguiah between 
autuelly beneficial trade ~·t.·~n countries and international oompeti
·tion. 

· We should al&Jo distinguish bett-reen creating ·jobs in the rum: 
' J&'2S}uotiD sector (solely . fol~ the purpose of absorbing the unemployed) 
and expa.D41~ employment in m~ industry. Thie is the differ-
ence betwoon JOB . OREA.TION fWA w'EALTH CREATION~ . . 

Similarly, public in'vGatment in the eleetrit'ication of the railways 
would provide lDSllY jobs' in t...he engineerL'Ilg and allied industries but, 
taking ·tha long-term view, this and other tll\;thods of stimulating 
bue:tness s.c+,iv:i.ty are l;thtla XliOl"e than stop-gap meu'Ures.. Thay do 
not get to the root of the proOlem. · 

. ~IMPORT CONTROLS 
~ Ill!! .. ...-. • 

· Controls on the import of goods f.\l¥1 the export of capital will force 
BritiSh investors to invest in Britain and provide secure markets tor 
Bd.titSh JDG4e gcods. Rather tha.n trying to squeeze more output fl-om 
t~ workers. thiFt would pr.oVide a basis for restructuring industry 
to -utUiae all our productive resources. 

·:Adv~ced ·teehnology o~ot ~ol ve the unsmployment problem, nor can 
it·'satisf'y all our needs. 

The f't1ture doea r~ot lie 1>1ith automation. OUr need is to ·halt the 
present destruction of industry, in Britain, to.i~prove : and develop the 

· industries w havet and llitroduce new onea a.S w need them. The aim 
lUSt be to make i\il.l use of our human and other resources, to provid& 
satisfYing end useful jobs for all the people. . 

IN THIS STROOGLE, THis'INDlJSTR!At WORK:EBS :t-rust, FIRST OF ALL, RELY 

Ul\JN TflEtllS:EL VES. 
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