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Portugal - long the poorest and
most repressive state in Furope -
shook the whole continent with ita
April revelution in 1874,

After 50 years of stultifying
fascist rule under the draconian
disctatorship of Salazur and
Caetano, the people and army of
Portugal at the same time thit

the liberstion struggle in Portugal's

Alrican colonies were aweeping
to victory managed (o overthrow
the old regime in Portugal {tsell,
For the first time in generations,
clnss struggle raged In the open
und tho aspirations of the

people blossomed in the clear
light of day.

Trade unions were declared
legal, political prisoners re-
leased, the torture chambers
closed, the secret police - the
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PIDE - sbolished, and the torturers

themselvea Incarcerated, The
righta of freedom of speech and
assembly were proclaimed, The
wlonial wars in Alrica were
halted and the right of the colonles
to Independence was advanced,
These were tho welcoeme frulls of
that bourgeola~-democratic re-
volution of 1974

For 4 year or more, the
fascists scurried into their rat-
holes, into exile or sank into
anonymity. But now, they are
re-emerging to contest all theso
recont developmoents. The lund-
owners, the Catholic Church, the
large industriglists, sll are now
trying to turn back the clock, to
reconstruct the edifices of re-
pression, to instigate divisions
with{n the ranks of the Portuguese
people and facilitate the hoped-

gence,

Their propaganda, aimed to
confuse, elevales the Saviet
threat info the central gquestion
for the Porluguuse people.
(As If anyone nowadays beliaved
Russia to have nny coanectlion
with revolution, bar sslling
Lenin's hooks nnd the promotion
of tourism,) The Portuguese
people have not done what they
have for NMuasia, America or any-
one else; bul because at Inig last,
they tired of subjection

The modia are portraying the
attacks on the revisionist commu-
nist party as progressive. They
are nothing of the kind, They are
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utterly reactionary, a cover for
attacks on the democratic
rights won so far. The gquestion
for the people of Portugal is how
to consolidate the gains of the
democratic revolulion in the lace
of the new fascist challenge, keep
thetr ranks united, and not be
diverted into confused participa-
tion in reactionary pogroms in-
stigated by the representatives
of the Vatican in northern Por-
tugal

As usual, the British estsblish-
ment i3 intent on atirring up
trouble in the country it calls,
proudly, its oldest ally. During
the period of fascist rule, there
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was no real complaint raised by
tho British bourgeois press
agninst the ininuities perpetrated
in Portugal, Now they are truly
tliaturbed by the evants {n that
land. Perhaps they prefer the
former period? Similarly our
political parties openly

interfere in Portugues e affairs,
Harold Wilson hectors the Portu-
guose and tells them what typo of
system he wants to see eatablished
while the Tory party essiduously
develops contacta and influence
with Portuguese counterparts.
The British working class must
diasociate (tself from sall these
actions of our establishment,




