
URBAN RENEWAL-

SHAM CAPITALIST REFORMS 
General Background 

The idea of urban renewal, i.e., inner 
city revitalization and slum clearance, was 
an in·vention of government officials and 
petty-bourgeois social reformers alike. Hail
ed as a panacea for physical blight and sub
standard housing,,it has now turned into a 
curse for a majority of Third World and work
ing class communities that it has touched. 
At worse it has destroyed the livlihood of 
the people; at best it has engendered frustra
tion and rampant poverty-pimping and coopta
tion of community "leaders." The importance 
of urb-an renewal lies in that it has aroused 
the masses to organize around community issues 
--i.e., primarily, defending the standa.rd of 
li:.ving(democratic rights). It has been an 
area which has exposed the bourgeoise as 
crooks just buying time and buying off. It 
has tempered and educated many Third World 
and working class people through experience 
in s·truggle. It has shown them that 
even poverty programs don't help the poor, 
only the capitalists, as usual. Urban renew
al, a tool of the ruling class, is naturally 
executed in their best interests. Urban re
newal and housing programs have been the con
cern of the bourgeoise only when politically 
expedient and have always benefited the petty 
bourgeoise and the bourgeoise more than the 
working class and poor. 

Even public housing, government-owned 
housing for the poor, was built during the 
New Deal years {J933-37) after the Depression 
in order to make work and boost the economy 
and satisfy the housing needs of the petty 
bourgeoise who had been pushed into the ranks 
of the unemployed by economic crisis. The 
bourgeoise was forced to help its closest al
lies--the so-called "undeserved poor"--who 
remained the buffer ·between the bourgeoise 
and the proletariat. In 1949 Congress passed 
a tfous-ing Act which stated its purpose to be 
the "realization as soon as feasible of the 
goaJs of a decent home and suitable living 
envi'rQnment for every American family." Of 
the 810,000 public housing units to be built 
in ji� years, only 460,000--a little over 
half--were built in 18 years. What was built 
looked like barracks or high-rise prisons, 
islands in asphalt. Most of what exists is 
decrepit, rat and roach-infested housing 
where elevators are broken, broken pl:umbing 
leaks �onstantly, and corridors are dank and 
offal. This is what the government considers 
''decent housing" for the people! Some "mo
dels" like Pruitt-Igoe in St. Louis became so 
dangerou·s·ly unfit for human habitation that 
they had to be razed. In Philadelphia, Newark 
and New York tenants have waged major protrac
ted rent strikes to fight for better living 
conditions and to stop government abandonment. 
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Today the housing need is estimated at 
over 10 million dwelling units. What has 
been done about it. proves that bourgeois laws 
give only lip service to serving the needs of 
the people. Yet during all these years the 
capitalists have been spending billions mili
tarizing the economy, paying depletion allow
ances to oil cartels, and cutting the "middle 
class", i.e., the petty bourgeoise who can 
afford to own their own homes, tax breaks on 
FHA mortgages--at the same time attacking the 
livrihood of the working class through shift
ing the burden of the economic crisis onto 
their backs. 

The Civil Rights Movement and the Black 
Power Movement of the 60's raised the consci
ousness of the masses to the national oppres
sion of Black and other Third World people. 
The riots of the mid-60's climaxed the coun
try's attention--esnecially the bourgeoise's, 
on'the plight of the national minorities. in 
response to the militant struggles in the 
Black community, the demonstrated failure of 
the Housing Act of 1949, and the inadequacy 
of social welfare programs, the Housing Act 
of 1968 along with other reformist legisla
tion was passed by Congress. As usual, the 
criteria for eligibility for subsidized hous
ing were so stringent few people could quali
fy. Of those that did, maybe 10% obtained 
housing with subsidized rents or mortgages. 
Moreover, the token monies the ruling class 
was willing to appropriate were terminated 
when Nixon imposed a moratorium in January 
1973 about the time he also cut back on wel
fare programs. These acts have served only 
to arouse the indignation of Third World and 
working class communities where either hous
ing is being continuously dest�oyed and not 
replaced or working people are being priced 
out of their neighborhoods by the influx of 
petty bourgeois professionals returning from 
the suburbs. Bourgeois reforms are empty 
talk aimed at appeasing the exploited and op
pressed. 

How It Works 

Basicly urban renewal allows a govern� 
ment agency to exercise the power of eminent 
domainl to dondemn land in an urban renewal 
area 2 --i.e., a "blighted113part of the city.
It authorizes the use of government funds
1 eminent domain: the right to take land 
for projects p:omoting the "public good." 

2 urban renewal area: an area of a city de
signated by public ordinance to be blighted 
according to certain set critieria concerning 
rate of vacancy, building conditions, etc. 

3 blighted: substandard but still habitable;
�rflicted with signs of physical decay, but 
not yet dilapidated. 
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