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National Health Legislation For Whom?

Boston. February 13 (Workers' Daily) - The monopoly cupitalist class and its politicians ave making a big hoopla

this yeur aboul "national health insurance™,

Richard Nixon has proposed his ""Comprehensive Ilealth Insurance Plan"
(CHIP)Y and deelaved that "uational health insurance is an idea whose time has come. "

Edward Kennedy is push-

ing his !lealth Security Act (II8A) and blithering that "health caice musl not be governed by private profit, itisa
cight of all Americans. " The Boston Globe suid that this year Congress, through debutes on national health legis-
lation, will shape "the nost sweeping social legislation in America since Social Security was enacted in 1935, "
Although the bourgeois politicians are pushing different health pluns according to the interests of their particular
monopoly capitulist master, they ure all agreed on certain lundamental points--promote national health legisla-

tion us w boon and benefit to the working ¢lass in order to cover oyer how the monopoly capitalists are extorting
greater and greuter superprolits in the medical and healtiv industry through further exploitation of the working class.
This is the esscence ol all heulth care legislution being promoted by the monopoly capitalists and their politicians--
further tmpoverish the working class, lurther reap superprofits for the monopoly capitalists--all carried out neatly
under the slogans of huncliting the working class and "giving 1ll Americans cqual health services'.

Richard Nixon, loyal [Tunkey of the monopoly cupitnlic oo

Program. Nixon glibly promises that this proguran
will give "healith services unparalleled in the world Lo
every Araerican, at no exi - cost'”, but the fucis prove
hini u clumsy liar.

Nixon's CHIP program is designed
{o iremendously increase the superprofits of the larg-
esi health insurance corporations through extortion ol
move and more money out ol the working cluss.  Last
vear ihe health insurance industry made projils of

49 cents for cvery dollar in insurance premiumns paid
for by the working class (the heulth insurunce compan-
ies! prolivs e nluch Clneotae faunt wmvest-
Workevs are [orced to hold health
insurance policies and pay out high premiums in order

metits dare counted).

to ullsct the tremendeusly high costs ol medical und
heulth core.
italist musters are not interested in improving medi-
cal and health care lor the working class, but are only
interested in sucking greaterand greater amounts in
premiums and direct lederal tax monies out of the
working class and into the pockets of the health Insur-
ance wonopolists.  The CHIP program will establish

a health insurance program lor every worker. Anav-
crage worker, head ol u lamily ol 4, who participates
in the COIP pirogram (2ud most will be forced to by
employers who will take out CUIP as a "benefit Lo work-
ers" and claim it as a "wage increase') will have to
pay premiums of $150 per yeur, while a single worker
would pay premiums ol 36U per year.

Put Richard Nixon and his monopoly cap-

This represents
a tremendous increase in the cost of health care insur-
ance ciurged workers and will also greatly increase
the nutiber ol workers who hold health insurance pol-
icics. W addilion, Nixon's progrum will supply health
insurance Lo unempicyed workers by paying out prem-
iums to the health insurance monopolists wilh federal
tax money and will likewise inerease the coverage lor
elderly persons now receiving medicare and mmedicaid.
Through these direct, increased government handouts,
the heelth insurance_industry will be given cluse to
$7 billion extra per )"“(sur. This, plus the increased
income thiough premiums paid by the workers them-
sclves, will boost the profits of the insurance compan-
ies tremendously.  The capitalist newspapers have
openly admitted that the new CHIP program will do
little ov nothing in terms of providing health care for
the woridng class; the Globe pointed out that at most
only 2 per cent of the population are likely to receive
any woney at all in benefits under the proposed CHIP
program, while the costs for health insurance per
confinued on page 2

hus proposed the Comprehensive IHealth Insurance

| GREATER BOSTON BRANCH OF |
COUSML OPENS HEADQUARTERS

Boston, February 13 (Workers' Daily) - The Greater
Boston Branch of the Central Organization of U, S, Marx-
ist - Leninists opened its headquarters at 91 River Street,
Cocebrr’ge, on soturday, Febroanry 9. and organiced a
public mecting und rally Saturday evening to hail this e-
vent.

The opening ol the local headyuarters of the Central
Orvganization of U. S, Marxist-Leninists won warm ap-
proval from the workers and revolutionary masses in
the Cambuidge area. All day Saturday, workers. poli-
tical activists and other members of the local commun-
ity came to the headquarters to greet the comrades of
the COUSML and engage in vigorous political discussion
on how to get organized [or proletarian revolution. The
basic sentiment expressed by everyone visiting the newly
opcéned headquarters is that a Marxist-Leninist Center
is just what the working people of Boston need to advance
their struggles against the mongpoly capitalist class and
the capitalist system and to take these struggles into
the political arena.

Saturday ¢vening nearly 50 comrades and [riends
participated in the meeting and rally organized to hail ,

‘the opening of the Greater Boston Branch lleadquariers

ol the COUSMI.. The meeting hall was brightly decor-
ated for the occasion with red lags, red and gold ban-
ners and huge colored portraits of the great leaders of
the international working class, Comrades Marx, En-
cels, Leunin, Stalin and Chairman Mao. The main pro-
gram consisted of two militant specches by comrades
from the Greater Boston Branch of the COUSML. The
{irst speaker thoroughly exposed how the so-called
“eneryy shortages' and developing economic crisis in
the U. 8. is causing wide-scale unemployment, gallop-
ing inflation, deteriorating living conditions and tremen-
dously increased exploitation at the place of work for
the American working class. She explained how the
current crisis is caused solely by the monopoly capital-
isi class and the cupitalist system in its drive for max-
imwn profits in the shortest period of time through the
exploitation, impoverishment and ruin of the working
class. The only solution to the intensifying economic
continued on page 3
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HEALTH LEGISLATION - continued from page 1
worker will rise. Thus while large numbers of work-
ers would be "covered" in terms of having to pay pre-
miums, extremely few would be actually covered when
it comes to receiving health care. Nixon's CHIP plan
carries out this trickery by means of a devious set of
deductible clauses. Under the CHIP plan, in addition
to paying high premiums, the workers' insurance pol-
icy will include a $150 deductible clause per person in
each family. This means that the worker must pay out
the first $150 of medical and health expenses, per mem-
ber of the family, beforce the insurance policy covers
any expenses at all. In addition there is another $50 de-
ductible clause for drugs. All in all, the head of an
average family would have to pay $150 in premiums
plus the first $600 in medical and health bills under the
deductible clauses before the CHIP program would pay
out a single cent. Even for health and medical bills
above this amount the worker is still forced to pay 25%
of the costs.

While stating that Richard Nixon's CHIP program
for extorting billions out of the working class for the

benefit of the monopoly capitalists is a rgood first step”,

Edward Kennedy has proposed the Health Security Act
as a "fully coinprehensive, national health care pro-
gram'. Kennedy even makes verbal atlacks on the
health insurunce compani s as rprofit-hungry', and
his plan would do away with these companies. Edward
Kennedy is another two-bit monopoly capitalist politi-
cian and his Health Security Act is a perfect example
of social-fascist legislation (socialist in words, fascist
in deeds). Under Kennedy's bill the entire health in-
dustry would come under the control of the federal gov-
ernment. In the name of ""benefiting" the workers, the
state machine of the monopoly capitalist class would
then extort upwards of $120 billion per year from the
working class through new taxes and funnel it directly
into the hands of the huge hospitals, medical and health
supply corporations, drug companies and other mono-
polists in the health industry. Kennedy advertises his
program as a "'revolution in health care' designed to
"bring the financing of health care in line with the de-
livery of health care". What Kennedy forgets to men-
tion is that in the U. S., the delivery of health care"
is in no way designed to meet the medical and health
neceds of the working pcople but is owned and controled
solely by the monopoly capitalists for the sole purpose
of achieving maximum profits. Bringing the financing
of health care "in lin¢'" with this rdelivery system"
simply means extorting billions in tax monies out of
the working class and "'delivering' it directly into the
hands of the monopoly capitalists who control the health
industry. In addition, Kennedy's Ilealth Security Act
would establish a huge federal bureaucracy to directly
supervise the health industry and insure it maximum
profits. Kennedy calls his plan essential for "ration-
alizing and organizing" the health industry--that is,
organizing the profits of the monopoly capitalists
through maximum exploitation of the working class.
The only difference between the Nixon health plan and
the Kennedy plan is that Nixon would use the federal
government to turyg money extorted from the working
class through taxes and mandatory p remiums taken
trom the workers' wages over to private health insur-
ance companies, while Kennedy's plan would turn the
government itself into a huge health insurance corpor-
ation, extort even greater amounts of money directly
out of the working class and pass this money directly
into the coffers of the monopoly capitalists in the health
industry. Both plans are advertised as "'serving the
people’ and providing mequal health care to all Ameri-
cans'', but both programs have as their sole aim the
further reaping of superprofits by the monopoly capi-

talists through further exploitation of the working class.

In the advanced capitalist economies the monopoly
capitalists are in constant search for more and more
markeis where they can invest their tremendous hoards
of capital and further maximize their profits through
the superexploitation of the working class. Ever since
the New Deal of the 1930's, the monopoly capitalists in
the U.S. have more and more turned to their state
machine to develop "gocial-welfare' programs as just
such an outlet for achieving maximum profits in the
shortest period of time. The New Deal instituted so-
cial security and welfare programs to extort billions
in tax money out of the working class and turn it over
directly to the monopoly capitalist financiers. At that
time the Blue Cross Insurance program was started in
{he medical and health field. This program has provi-
ded the monopoly capitalists in the health and medical
industry with windfall prolits through constantly increas-
ed exploitation of the working class. The Blue Cross
corporation itself is operated as a "nonprofit" company,
but it works solely for the benelit of the monopoly capi-
{alists. The monopoly capiilalists are constantly rais-
ing prices on medical and health care lo unprecedented
heiglts (during the last five years medical and health
cosls have risen 6 times as fast as the average rise in
goods and services purchased by the working class).
The Blue Cross pays oul these tremendously inflated
prices and simply passes them on to the working class
in the form of higher premiums. This way the mono-
poly capitalists are able to conceal the tremendous rise
in medical costs and their windfall profits, because in-
stead of individuals paying out the full price, it is spread
out over wide sections of the working class through in-
creased Blue Cross premiums. The Blue Cross insur-
ance corporation is passed off as nonprofit, while the
monopoly capitalists in the health and medical field made
over $8 billion last year through this program. 1In the ™
1960's, under the Kennedy and Johnson administrations,
the state tremendously stepped up its role in subsidiz-
ing the health industry with the tax money of the work-
ing class through the institution of Medicare, Medicaid
and other federal health programs. This increased gov-
ernmental financing of the health industry has turned it
into one of the fastest growing and most lucrative sec-
tors of the economy, taking up over 77, of the Gross
National Product. Today the monopoly capitalists are
proposing various legi slative measures such as CHIP
and 11SA in order to further centralize and concentrate
the health industry and further employ the state mach-
ine for extorting billions more in taxes out of the work-
ing class and funneling them 4nto the pockets of the mo-
nopoly capitalists. These social-welfare programs,
such as the proposcd national health legislation of Ken-
nedy and Nixon, are promoted as reforms of the capi-
talist system which serve the well-being of the massts,
but {acts prove that these programs will have nothing to
do with improving the health care and well-being of the
working masses and everything to do with increasing
tne profits of the monopoly capitalists. National health
legislation is even billed by the monopoly capitalists as
a step '"towards socialism' in order to hoodwink the
working class. Under the capitalist system it is the
monopoly capitalist class which owns and controls the
health industry. The monopoly capitalist class wields
its state machine for the purpose of subsidizing this
industry through increased exploitation of the working
class. Under the capitalist system there can be no '"na-
tional health plan" which does anything but further in-
crease the profits of the monopoly capitalists and fur-
ther increase the exploitation of the working class.

The only way in which the wo rking class can improve
the quality of health care and develop programs to insur
its well-being is to overthrow the monopoly capitalist
class and the capitalist system and establish socialism



under which the working class holds political power
and deveclops the economic, social, political and all as-
pects of life in the U, S, for the benefit of the working
and oppressed masses. End item.

BOSTON BRANCH - continued from page 1

crisis and the exploitation and misery suffered by the
workihg class under the capitalist system is for the
working class to organize proletarian revolution. To-
day, the primary task is building the Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party as the general headquarters of the
working class in its struggle against capital. The
speaker pointed outl that the opening ol the Branch head-
quarters, a Center {or bringing the Marxist-Leninist
political line to the working class and represcnting the
working class in the political affairs of the country,
is.a small-scale advance on the road towards building
the Party.

The second speaker militantly denounced U, S, im-
perialism for its intensive war preparations and con-
stant ageression against the Palestinian and Arab peo-
ples, the peoples of Cambodia, Viet Nam and Laos,
and the revolulionary peoples throughout the world.

He showed that while the two supeipowers, U, S, im-
perialism and Sovict social-imperialism, hypocritically
tatk about "permanent peace' and "detente", il is their
contentiion and collusion that is the cause of all the in-
tranquility and turmoil in the world today. He said
that the American workin = class must lirmly curry out
its internationalist duty of supporting the national lib-
eration struggles in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
the socialist countries and all peoples struggling against
imperialism and social-imperialism by organizing pro-
letarian revolution in the U. 8. which overthrows U, S.
imperialism once and for all.

Tollowing these two main specches. a vepresenta-
tive of Lritreans [or Liberation Norih Amperica gave a
message of solidarity to the meeting and spoke of the
heroic national liberation struggle of the people of Er-
itrea against U. 8. imperialism and the Ethiopian feu-
dal regime. The Eritreun comrade pointed out that
the developing solidavity between the COUSML and
Eritreans for Liberation reflected the revolutionary
sentiment of the peoples of the two countries and was
bound to develop. The entire meeting rose Lo greet
the Eritrean comrades present with militant slogans:
"Victory to the National Liberation sStruggle ol the
Eritrean Pcople!' and "Death to U, S. lmperialism!”
The formal part ol the meeting closed with vigorous
and sustained shouting of revolutionary slogans honor-
ing the occasion and the singing of the Internationale
and The East Is Red. End item.

GENEVA TALKS - continued from page 4

East for itsell. The speaker denounced the many crimes
of the zionist puppets of imperialism in suppressing

the Palestinian people and carrying out aggression and
expansion against the surrounding Arab slates.

Today, the speaker pointed out, the two superpow-
ers huve come up with a "'political solution” aimed at
stopping the struggle of the Palestinian, Egyptian, Syr-
fan and other Araly peoples against Israeli zionism and
for national liberation und national sovereignty. At
the moment when th_;p troops of the Arab countries were
dealing heavy i.lowstg the zionists in the October war,
the superpowers jummed a ccase-lire resolution
through the U, N, Security Council halting the advance
of the Arab people,  On December 18, the Geneva Peace
Conference was convened under the leadership of the
puperpowers to lurther suppress the Arab people by
fegititaizing the state of Isracl at the expense of the
sationad rights of the Paiestinian people and legalizing
bis Opunsion into neighboring Arab countries under
the haax of providing it with "secure boundaries'.
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The speaker pointed out that only when the Palesti-
nian national liberation struggle is carried through to
victory and a democratic, secular state of Palestine
is created will there be genuine peace in the Middle
East. The speaker concluded by declaring: "All vio-
lent suppression and deceptive peace plans concocted
by the zionists and the superpowers are bound to fail!'"

In the discussion which followed the talk, partici-
pants sharply denounced the role of the Soviet revision-
ist social-imperialists in co-chairing the Geneva Con-
ference with the U, S, imperialists and viciously striv-
ing to liquidate the Palestinian Revolution and the just
strugeles of the Arab peoples and governments against
Israeli zionist aggression. It was pointed out that this
is further proof that the Soviet Union is an imperialist
power just like the United States. Lively discussion on
this question lasted for a long time.

End item.

in Private Debt

Pecking, Februavy | (Pcking Review) - The rise in
consumer credit and huge increase in individual debt
in the United States have more clearly shown the cruel
exploitation of the people by monopoly capitalism and
the inherent wealkness of the U, S. economy.

Looking for maximum profits through sclling goods
at high prices and practicing usury, the monopolists
have all sorts of consumer credit schemes covering
every aspect ol the ordinary American's daily life.

More than 10, 000 banks and c¢ven more department
and chain stores olfer several hundred million credit-
cards or charge-accounts of various kinds. Holders
of these cards have to pay in instalments with interest
and in a specified period of time. And the longer the
payment is overdue, the higher the interest rate rises.
Driessed up as facilitating purchases, instalment loans
to consumers boil down to usury. A commodity hought
on credit. including interest, costs much more than a
cash purchase. Burdened by heavy taxation and soar-
ing prices and, conscquently, lowered purchasing pow-
er, millions of Americans are forced to buy on the in-
stalment plan. Private debt--consumer credit, mort-
gages on houses and other forms of debt--totalled
714,700 million dollars at the end of 1972,

In normal circumstances, the working people, by
tightening their belts, can manage to mcet their pay-
ments. If, however, they are unemployed, sick or in-
jured in labor accidents, more often than not it can be
disastrous. The number of perdonal bankruptcies rose
drastically from 25,000 in 1954 to 100,000 in 1960 and
then to 200,000 in 1971. The number of delinquent in-
stalments, with payments overdue 30 days or more., in
1973 was greater than at any time since the 1950 re- ¢
cession. The situation in the United States shows that
the more rapidly credit swells, the {aster the increase
in the number of bankruptcies will be. Using extrava-
gant amounts of credit as a stimulus for the economy is
like drinking poison to quench a thirst. The "boom" sup-
ported by such practices is working up to an even more
serious crisis.

Sharp Rise

End item.
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R.S.V.N. Issues Statement on First Anniversary of
Paris Agreement

Peking, January 26 (IIsinhua) - The Provisional Re-
volutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet
Nam issued a statement on January 24 on the occasion
of the first anniversary of the signing of the Paris A-
grecment on Viet Nam, according to G. P.A.

The statement said: "Over the last year, the Prov-
isional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
Souih Viet Nam as well as the government of the Dem-
corsiic Kepublie of Viel Ivam scrupulously respected
ard thoroughly impicmented all the provisions ol the
Agl sement. However, since the beginning, the United
and the Saigon administration have bystemadcal—
1,y viviated and undermined it."

The statement said: "The United Stales was foreerd
L un ead w ivs military aclivities in both zones of
Viet Naw and withdraw all its expeditionary troops from
scuth

Slales

Viet ham. Nevertheless, it still refuses to give
Ly ils durk schenie to realize neo-colonialism, trying
1o tura souih Viet Nam into a separate state, dependent
on the United Siates and to perpetuate the partition of
Viet Nam . "

The statement went o
a Lhundhd of most recciionary and war-like persons in
south Viet Nam, insivument ol U, S, nco-colonialism,
has opposed peuce, mdependence, democracy and na-
tional concord, more anc more feverishly. It has openly
sabotazed ull the provisions concerning the cease-five,
stepped up the war, refused to return the detained civ-
ilian personnel, strangled cevery democratic liberty and
repressed every opposition tendency. Over the last year
il mobilized all its urmiced forces, police and other for-
ces of its coercive apparatus in both urban and rural
arcas in south Viet Nam comprising over one million
men to carry out the extremely barbarous plun of land-
grabbing und 'paciification'. It plundered rice and other
property ol the people. causing a scrious cconomic cri-
sis in the arcas under its control. driving the pcople in-
to indescribable misery. It created deadlock to the
work ol the two-party Joint Military Commission il
the Consullalive Conlerence between the two south Viet-
namese parties, and sought every means to hinder the
activities ol the machine for the control and supervision
of the implementation of the Agrcement. Iis acts are
aimed at wiping out the revolutionary achievements ol

Geneva Peace Conference Has
Nothing to do with Peace in
the Middle East
Toston,

vebruary 13 (Workers' Daily) - On Junuaary
23 ~ the University of Washington Organization of Arab
Students, the Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Toruin
(Seattle) and the Anti- Fascist Students' Associution of
the University of Washington held the [irst in a series
of meelings on the Middle East situation. The meet-
ing deali with live Geneva Peace Conlerence. The main
point made was thil this conference has nothing to do
with genuine peace in the Middle East.

A member of the Alro-Asian People's Solidarity
Forumn (Seattle) presented a taltk.  The speaker pointed
out that the zionisfstate of Israel was created by force
by the western inperialist powers, who drove the Pal-
estiniwns out of their native land by means of terror in
erder 1o create a heachhead [or imperialism against the
Arab people.  Today, the speaker said, the Israeli zi-
onists are supportied by the two superpowers, the U. S,
imperialists sending weapons and the Soviet revisionist
social-imperialists sending manpower. The super-~
powers collude together to suppress the Arab people
while each contends with the other to grab the Middle

continued on page 3

"he Nguyen Van Thieu clique,

the south Vietnamese people. weakening and eventually
abolishing the forces ol the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam, reducing
the size of and completely abolishing the liberated area.
These acts of war and the obstinate attitude of the
United States and the Saigon administration have cre-
ated a very scrious situation in south Viet Nam,
threatening the total implementation of the Paris Ag-
recment on Viet Nam."

Tt said: "Naturally, without the planning, command
and massive military aid of the United States, the
Neuyen Van Thieu administration can in no way carry
oul such cyuical acts of violuation and sabotage of the
Agrcement. The government of the United States can-
not evade its responsibility. "

The statement said: "The Paris Agreement con-
forms to the fundamenial intercsts of the south Viet-
namese people and the people throughout Viet Nam,
at the same time it conforms to the aspiration for
peiacs of peoples all over the world. The Provisional
Revolutionary Government ol the Republic ol South
Viet Nam. the only genuine representitive ol the
south Vietnamese people, has always excrted its ut-
nmost to ensure the sirict implementation of the Paris
Agreement, to restore genuine peace, create fuvor-
able conditions for an carly formation of the National
Council of Reconciliation and Concord comprising
three equal segments, proceed to really [rce and de-
mocratic general elections, and ensure the south
Vietnamese people's democratic libertics as stipula-
ted Ly the Paris Agreement."

The statement said: "The south Vietnamese peo-
ple ure resolved to deal duce puaishing blows at ihe
military adventures of the Nguyen Van Thieu clique
in order Lo protect the lives and property ol the peo-
ple wnd delend the liberated zone and the Puris Agree-
mienil,

1 wwent on: "The Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
crnment of the Republic of South Viet Nam stresses
that il the United States refuses to draw lessons [rom
the [ailure of ils policy of uggression, continues 1o
violate the Paris Agreement, cncourage and support
the Nouyen Van Thieu administration to subotage
peace and intensily its war wcts, the situation in
south Viet Nam, which has already been critical,
will hecome more serious. The United States and
the Suigon administration must bear [ull responsibi-
liyy for all the consequences avising {rom their mil-
itary adventures.

"The only correct way is that the United Stated
ana the Saigon adminiswration must scrupulously re-+
speet and strietly implement the Paris Agreement,
the act ol the Internagional Conlercnce on Viet Nam
and the June 13, 1973 Joint Comniunique.'

The statement said: "Carrying lorward the tra-
dition of undaunted and valiant struggle, ihe south
Viet Nam armed forces and people are determined
to strengthen their unily, heighien vigilance and get
ready to dezl with any situation.  Bringing into fuil
play the invincible stirength of the akin sentiments
between north and south, standing shoulder to shoul-
der with the fraternal pcoples ol Cambodia and Laos,
and enjoying the sympathy and support of our friends
all over the world, we will frustrate all criminal
scliemes and acts of the U. S, and the Saigon admin-
istration, preserve the Agreement, safeguard the
revolutionary fruits and proceed to build a peaceful,
independent, democratic, neutral and prosperous
south Viet Nam and advance to the peaceful reunifi-
cation of the faiherland. End item.



