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HE TH;EQ PﬁRTY AND TEE BIG SWITCH OF '4§

- In his Chicago speech- of Dec. 29th, Henry Wallace announced his
inaepenaent candidacy for President-and-his support for a 3rd- party in
1948, - Unfortunately, Henry Wwallace, himself, has contributed much to.
the great confusion which- threatens the success of the 3rd party. PQ&
similar liberal” groupings, and pro-3rd party union leaders have dons -
the same, The key to 211l this confusion is the confusion- pedd;ed by -
uhS Iake Communist Party'in this country.

The 3rd- party is beset by the curious dilsease of “prenatal old
age®, For two years, all constructive attempts at building: the 3rd .
party have'been defeated by a CPUSA-formulated cry of "premature”, Ef-
fective immediately with wallace's announcement of Dec. 29th, all pre-
ma_turity counselors dividad inte two groups. One group, suddenly for
a. 3rd party, conveniently forgot all its sabotaging arguments against
the 3rd party. The other group, now frantically opposed to thes 3rd
va rty, switched xts part of the pre-maturity gag to Mtoo late'.

we, who- want a 3rd pgrty end not a farce must expose ths inten-
tions of our friendly enemies who first restricted the 3rd party move-
ment to the prenatal and now restrict it to old agse The problem is
more complicated than this. How can the newly convincad supporters of
the 3rd party effectively combat the olé cge counselors unless they
carefully analyze and openly criticlze their own past records in . .
strangling all 3rd party growth while waiting patiently for 1t to be
built by those very =lements who have turnad out to ba its strongest
opposition., Only such criticism can dispel the confusion, and it has
t0 com2 soon bacause the 3rd .party. opposition i1s painstakingly using
the seasona2d anti-3rd party arguments of those now fighting for the
3rd ‘party. If this is complicated, it is nonetheless true--as true as
all the other complicated wrackaga of progressive and radical move~
m‘:‘nts in the U Se

csg;tg its shortcomlngs end dangers, +he PR Clug ugd ctha; SX—
elled Communists wnoleshea dly suppo tha 3rd ard considar it

an_important-~though not yet sacurs-- turning poxnt in the U.S- in the
fight against Americcn Tmpericlism, Fascism, and War, It is the most
hopafa si t from th2 Americen peopls to the pgeople of the world,
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Our analysis of the 3rd party situation is an attempt to rally
opan-2yed support, conscicus of the graat wcngsrs of scuttling and
sellout, -It tries to convince csrtain groups of expelisd Communists
of the nacessity for building o corrsct 3rd party--zn cnti-foseist,
antl-imparialist, non-recbaiting 3rd . party with a.salid working-class.
base--a..3rd: porty whose integrity is, insurasd by a fer-seeing raal -
Communist coreg -~ —— - e ol A et ) , 3

Recaption

The reception ths 3rd party movément is getting fraow the Rapib="
lican end Democratic Parties,is a.farcical.verification of the 3rd
pa, rty ergument that there 'Zre no diffsrancasbatwesn ths 2 parties.
Tha-Republican;Party has greeted the 3rd party as a "boon" which will
sap Democratic strangth. .The:Democratic.Party has grestad the Ird. axy
perty.as a."boon" which:will remove, the-stigma of red from.its. sup— ..
port. And.yet; as. both partles greet the. "boon", they grate their 7.7
testh in-a.real.frenzy of fear, - There is. more. instructivel spice in." .
this farce, The  Republican’Purty .threctens. that this sapping of Demo-~.
cratic strength makes it possible for thém to nominate a.most un=-, .
palatable cendidate such as Taft or Vandenberg instezd of & mora ax-
pedient one. such as Eisenhower or Dewey. (Is this bragging or.com-
pléﬁng?)_Thaﬁpunch.line appears whan the Democrats franticzlly. burp
out exactly ths sames threat--the irresposibility of Republican nomi-~
nation made- possible by the. emergencs: of the 3rd party. Such unified, "
bipaertisan argument is again poetically expressive of the true one-
party charecter of owr elections, = - 3 by '

Having harmoniously greeted the 3rd perty "boon" (we are indebted
to the N.¥, Times for the dsliccte choice of "boun'), both partiss -
announca a. redbaiting campalgn to the death against the 3rd party.
They will ruthlessly destroy. this tarzat to the American. election .. . 4
"look". How often are we reminded -that so much of the world can vote .
for only ons: party, how often that so much of the. world faces the con-
fusicn of tou many parties? Now we have been reminded that. 3rd partiss
ars a disorganizing force,.: Less then two, more then two, ahd three. ..
having be:n denounced zs heathen, the number two smerges as the holy..
sign of election-Americanism... Not only holy, but magic~--2 in )l tn

L . PM Deception -

The fear of the emerging 3rd party is caused by its threat to the
bipartisan, lmperialist wer plans, The-commissioned philosopher in
dispelling this fear 1s PM's Lerner (more accurately--Marshall Field!s
Lerner). His ageless tachnique of thes "friendly™ snemy cajoles 3rd
party waverers with: you have a point thers, yowr principle is parhaps
corract--in fact, do it; BUT don't do it tuv soon, too late, op on .
timg if it turns out to be orders from Belgrzde, A brisf skaminction
of Lerner's answer to PCA's Baldwin in PM of Dec. 28th czn b2 instruce
tive in removing many weck points in the 3rd party picture. Leprner
& ttacks insidiously exactly where the 3rd party is wsakast, exactly™
wnara it has been wezkened by the Social Democratic theoriess of Lerner
(2 nd in subtle form, of the CPUSA),

st



3TErY : _ <

w

o
¢

Leraer insists that there are differences between the 2 parties

worth werking @n which the promotion ¢d the 3rd party would destroy.
Where 'did Lerner get this angie?--From two years of 3rd party double-
talk which sajd exactly that--on the advice of the Daily Worker editomn-
ials wrnich bore rotten frult all over the U.S. Didn't Wallace pro-
pound this idea for the 15 months he toured? Lerner waras that the
3rd party projeat will elect the Republicans. Here too, Lerner blows
the 3rd party'supporters down.with their own bad breathi:Lerner who
supports the good points of the Marshall plan can snicker at Wallace
who also -boasts of his support ¢f the "humanitarian ® anglas of the
plan. If Lerner denounces Russia, Wallace,also, is carsful to chas-
tize the-U.S..and.the-S.U. in.the same:breath, -If Lerner viciously
attacks a "Molotov plan", Wallace doas his daily Yexpediency" in re--
ferences to Russian'extremists®--in a controlled sort of way. Vhen
Lerner moves-—-into real newspaper slime-with the warnirng that a 3rd
party-defeat will mean a."get. tougher"-policy with. Russia, he is mere-
ly echoing the-timidity of.thes CP advice which convincéd all pro— -
gressives. in America not. to.venture a dacisive step bescause war was

, imminent --a-factor which forced them to keep astride the good points
of the Trumgn-administration.rather than lose all to the Tafts and
the Vandenbergs. -You:-see, Lerner only knows what he reads(--in the
Daily Workg;?§ ; ; ; i : :

Lerner pursues his plan unswervingly of kill 'em with thair own Wek
meat: .oh, the 3rd party is 0.K, if it's only & temporary pressure
threat on Truman which will dutifully-remove 1itself sometime before
Nov., 9th, and throw the show to ths Democrats., Lernsr knows too well
that. this possibility exists and threatens to dastroy the 3rd party
on szconds! notice.. He fears that the transitional pressure period
of the 3rd-party movemant is about to end and both parties will be
damnad and 2 new party built. Then Lerner won't get his war on Russia.
He snivels that he can unuerstand a strong 3rd party taking .the field,
--but you boys ars too weak;.ﬁg therly advice from the 'enemy,.Lerner
sagely offers advice he swiped,the people he hatesy too soon, too
late, too-little; you have been prenatal, you are now dsad--and under
such conditions it 1s rather vulgar of you to move. = Mores Lernerase:
cbviously conditions for a 3rd party don't axist or a PCA would not
have to rally support. In fuct, the whole shebang is adventurist.
Cynical old Lerner--swiping a2ll his ideas end all his words from tha. -
D.,W. to imprison all the herstofors self-destroying ideas of the 3ré
party within the 3rd party. ' :

Lerner's attack can bz valuable in teaching thoss who are raally
for a third-party to build in a hurry and clearly reject all th2 mis-
takes of tha past, It should affactively teach the 3rd party to be-
ware of thesa friends who want a 3rd party--but not at the moment, An
insight into PM's position can be gainad from referencs to its aditor-
ial of Sept. 13,1946 which backed the presant ideas of Wallace then
bacause he was using them only to back the Meads and the Lehmans and
hold back thz 3rd party. '

PH's wisdom 2lso.covers a very real fear, AS tha 3rd party ga-
thers momentum, PM will face one of two awful choices: either fight

*



4 . spack
the 3rd party zll the w2y and sometime beforz the elections bescomz a
compizta or_g_f;lzg"n cutfift, thereby losing recdsrs and market

and. Fi"'u won'h iike that, Lernsr),--or ke forcad to react to the
provan forecs of toz 3rc party cud switch back to it. Thzt's why Lar-

‘ner is thinﬁ*nv awfully hard these days. :

So---the Damocrhts, tha Rpubllcans, end tha vericus: SQClgl Dzamo-
crats- (Larner,ADA, :ths anti-3rda party bloc of former. supporters in
PCA,ALP ang: tha un*ons).ure. 21l clzar.on the msaning of the 3rd party
and how to fight.it..All:tha.progrzssive world looks with-new hope to
the naws: from. Ameﬁlch, and ‘hopes thut, win oF . lose in ’48 tha Srd
party*wa.l1 b 15 ¢ ha war plans. S RsELad i ot : :

Agglﬁst th= clgrity of tn..o%051tion qnd tha stacdfast. support__
“of “tha. commnon.pzoplz. of thsiworld, w2 find tha tragedy of confusion.:
only-among.tanosa who.support tha 3rd-party. This confusion comas- fronm
tha onporvuﬂ_qt theories. of .ratract offerad by the CPUSA which-has de-
moralizzd svary progressive .advance in the U.S. Bzecausa of tha and-r _
lassnzse of CP double-telk, mony expelled Communists and othars have.
becoma so -wary of 3rd partizs, coalitions and prograssive movamants
of varied typas, that todzy, they are paralyzed by mistrust, The CP
which hsld b“ck thz 3rd perty for so long switchad to noble support
only whsa Wallaca mads up:his mind, but sven now, it supports z 3rd
party with the same old ceutious ifs eénd buts.: On the other hand; we

who ware expellad for fighting tha CP1s. orportunism (including the:
3rd party delay), will viork for the 3rd perty but with a spscial
rasponsibility of trving to insurs.thz corract 3rd party. Before
‘attempting to- explein these complﬂ'cu ed relations, it is necessary to
axtract from the lcose talk and tha lies the uCtU&l state of the 3rd
party program NnoWs - - - -

The 3rd Partv Prbgfég-

: Un;ortunately, th= 3ra purty program--as yat-- has bean ax~ .
pounded mainly by Wwaliacs, end a3 e 3rd party progrem only since the
Chicago sps:ch. The strength ana wealmiesses of the wallace-3rd parsy
line are containad in. ths.Chicago speach and in the 7 pt. program -
of fared the nzxt dacy by wallace. No pert of this is accidental or
casnual because -1t was 2ll repeatad consistently throughout wWallacaels
15 month tour of the U.S. and Eurcpe. Basically, ths Cniczgo spaach
was excellant and important to th: wholes world, and tiais mustn!t be
obscurad hy the typical .Wallace faults. Wallace's faults ars not the
worst in the picture, ' . i y @

In Chicago, Wallece said that. in his 1l5-month tour he found the

face of America . to bes confusion, uncsrtainty, and fear--fear of the
approb,cblng wor and depression. Wallace spoke against mcnopoly capi-
talism and -its war mission toazy.{(Tha fact that Wallace is a gresat .
sxponant of Wprograssive® copitalism mzkss this no lass importent.,)
He attacked the scourges of America: yellow journalism, racicl bigotry
current Hitlerite methods, attacks on civil rights, and radbaiting. He
called for thz saving of the U.N,, for a rszl U.N., not a2 U.S. caucus.
He demerded z disarmamant conference without the ztomic ressrvations.
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of the U.S.,a real no-tough-bluff uvnusirstanding with Russia, ond
against the hemming-in of Russia, Fe-called for help to Europe through
the U,N.--not by ths U.S. unilaterally. He wants this help given with
yriority to the notions that suffered"the most from Foscist aggression
c_nd without discrimination-cgainst thz internzl politics or socicl .
institutions of those countries. He defended-the independence of these
countriss and ruled:out.economic-bléckmail and militery supplies, He
saw. the-necessity for guarantees-to-pravant-the rsbuilding of Germany
as on-aggrassor‘nationiand’considsration.of the justifiable Russian- -7
fears-of*-aggression; ~He spoke for psace;-sscurity, and- prograss for
the ‘whole-world,--Wallace-knows-‘that wa-must rscogniza tha necéssity -
of - the-peacablacosxistenca 'of*tha~systems of Capitzlism and- Socialism,

or commit-suicids, -Wallacs hasélabalgdfﬂme;icap;ﬂaga@ts#Tthe,W9r§t,-%i

bl o 3

W AMEIVL SO S0 00 HETLTIESA 8w 10 TS o S ¥ JOLE X .
Wallace now sess 'no:différencesibatween:ths two pértiess,iboth =i
controlled by the industrial gients. He sees the 3rd party as a pzace
nesd-=in’t3rms-of-asnew political alignmént.:To-that-end, he diclared
his.eandidacyi“He understands:that an-slactoral victory-is not nacas=:
sary-in-*482tosmeks the-3rd-perty s:succass..Tha'rsalisuccass isithei:
rzgistering ‘of an-unmistakable-paccaivote i toishowito the whola world:
that, we-will"not~allow+Americe to'plunge’ tha world-into anotheriwar, :
He corraetly~pointad. to- the<pravention of “UMT-as‘a key attack 'in this-
direction..Knowing all-this, ha 'says balonsy to the:‘r2a scmras,'and /-
warns-his-friends-rot:'to.:succumb when-they arsa called ‘Russian tools,ete
Wallac2 announces the expacted-departuras of the fzarful- and feels.cer-
ta_in-that thousands of “new fighters-will- tcke thair-places<~and win. :
Vthan' tha prass put him on-tha-spot regarding-rad- support;, ha feced tha
guestion pretty well and welcomed any support from those-standing -for
2002, : j -kt ta ; o 2 W st L . . Fold ek v Lol b
“-Certainly, any real Communist will havs to admit ‘that this much .-
of the Wallace-3rd paorty program:is a-good baginning. - -What pert,there-
fore,is-weak or incorract? Mainly,-th2 danger to the 3rd party liss>. ~
outside the limits of -tha-words of its program, Thz2 dangar lias in tha
a rene of actions., But even this is indicctad by weaknessass prasant in

kellacels speachas, - oo 5. HSe ARG

¥y

- If wallace-is usuelly unafraid of-radbaiting, ha is at least too-
"expadiency" conscious.-If Wallace-thinks: ha-confusées hisopposition °
whan ha boasts of his support: for-the-Yhumaniteriananglsas .of tha Mar<
shall plean, when he pits the sorshall plan ageinst thz Truman plan, or
when ha-ecriticizes Poland, Czechoslovakia,“ana Russia for not joining
the Maershall plan,--ha's sadly misteken. All he accomplishas through'
this is-the confuing of his own forces--wnich-h2 has done. How nead--
l:ss this is,is illustrited-by Wallaca's own offective expose of the-
complete-impericlist nature of -th: Marshall plan. Although hz in- :
Sists on friandly -relations with-Russia, his opposition worriss him
into raferanczs to Russian "axtremists®, Who thasa Paxtramistsh ara
who disagres with Wallace's own psaca ideas not 2van wallzcel can spa--
cify. b st it

Cen-one-blame Wallacz so much whan on2 ramsmbers  thuat the D.W.'s

2xpedizncy is worse? Although tha N.Y¥.Timss reports Wallace!s suppert
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‘of tha Marshzll plan , ths D.W. finds it expedient in reporting the
samg spesch to omit this fact cumpletely. Such considerate cencorship
tends to eliminate any worry among the rank and file about the dan-
gers of following Wallace's every hiccup blindly.

If Wallace bravely exposes discrimination, blvotry, and the un--
american witchhunt, why does he, hat in:hand -, have to solemnly intone
the statistics of his ancestry--his rea;¢American ancestry. America
‘excels in producing expert politicians who are superb-in the-stark. .
monologue: "America, thou art .a:complex, .beautiful melting pot to me--
but: I want to make it clear to:-all reporters- present that I, myself,:
am a;real American.. My-ancastors.came here in..." Such:pains won!t -
even net Wallace the vote of --the American Indian, Hedoesn't have
the vote, heJcame too-soon-wand from A31a, perhaps? sk s .

. Wallace did not clarify the nxact meaning of his “independent
candidacy", and he-did not stress -the organization-of the.3rd party
enough, - This cannot:be-explainad. by the- technical non-existence of
the national 3rd party at’:tha-momsant.. The-fact is that a fraction
of an inch below:the-surface-of America today is a 3rd party with a
lot of -available organizational strength. All that is needed.is a
national convention. to launch it, But.Wallace has still to prove -that
ne has not some reservs nargy left:;for,finagling.with the Democra-
tic machine. In. this respect, only the motion of the 3rd party can . .
spzak eloguantly--and movs- the Wallaces,. -The 3rd party has, to dis-
continue its idle maneuvers, its dreaming ifs and buts, its conditions
for Democratic.support. Who cannot but suspect that any superficial
Democrat change would be merely a despercte vote-grabbikng gag, ter-
minating on election day. Wallace has not yet convinced America that
he won't fall for this, This is the dengerous state of the 3rd party.
Damn beth parties and,no resarvations; refuse support to any Democrat
who sticks 1t out with his old machine becausz he thereby perpetuates-
the 2—party monopoly and sabotages the 3rd party.

At the moment, Wallace‘s Spenches represent the 3rd party too com-
pletely bacause too many arzs merely following when Wallace moves and
waiting while Wallace thinks.. This party had better not be one man.,

It had better not.gensrate another idol in place of a progrom and an
organization- controlled by its membership.; i

This brings us to a laz ading guestion. If Wallace purSLed the scme
train of thought with the same virtuess and faults for 15 months {(with
the liberals and the CP libarsls following feithfully), what producad
the new advance announcad Dec. 29th? Wwaliace was finally forced to de-
cide one way or the other by the pressure of events and people. Time
was awasting and organizational preparatlons had to be made., If some
supporters of the 3rd party know little of the dangers of cternal
waiting, they at least know enough of the tzachnical problems of elec~
tions to know that Wallace wasn't giving them much time to even get -
petitions signad for & place on-the ballot. Mors basically, behind this
was a growing spontaneeus movemant for a 3rd party with or without
“allaiﬂev v
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This is the only way that the 3rd party will advance--through the
pressure of 2 movement and not through the mecneuvers of = hendful of
nen, If Wallace has dacidad to run and bulld a 3rd party, he has yet
to complets his grawitation to that ¥new political alignment"™ ha
speaks about,and away from his past. It is only necessary to mention
the Wallcce-Jesse Jones mess which Roosevelt couldn't handle, so Wal-
lace tock it on the chin ,Jesse Jonzs-won and Rocsevelt savad face .
There is also the matter of ths Democratic Cunvention Roossvealt
worriasd about, so Wallace evaporated; Truman ran, Roosevelt saved more
face, In truth, Henry heolped to give us Harry. This wavering still
shows--in Wallace, -imwed~i fe mee AT - e .

Let the 3rd party back and build-the 3rd party. Lst us build
& membership ‘party from the hottom-so that no sellouts, no suddan
shocks- in tha course of the elescticn can baccme an inevitability.

Rzal:Cgo

The PR Club feels that real Communists in the U.S. must work to
build the 3rd party while they build a rezl Communists Party. Thare
is no contradiction betwesn these --and many more--rasponsibilities.
Certainly, this makes it tough, it's the rare day in an unsleeping
Communists life when he can tackle-problems -one by one. The corrsact
work invested in building a 3rd party with the best people in the U.S..
can logicclly turn into a valuable inventory for a real Communist
Party!s racruits. In the course of this work, we ccn find the best
elemeats in thas CPUSA now, and prove the facts and disprove the fairy-
tales about loyalty ond rensgades. We will redf&cver the long-disil-
lusioned Communists and those who naver joined Tor understandable
r22s50nSs,. - ’ '

It is true that there is nothing more important than building =
real Communist Party. It is true that nothing can be successful with=-
out a rezal CP, This is-all the more reasan for not dreaming-up foke
reasons-for inactivity. We have to build a CP in ths course of work
in varied spheres-- and not in the zbstract limbo which in its naked-
ness means: I-do nothing til I get a2-real CP, because it would all
be wasted effort. Undernscth 2ll this-sophistry is simply lack of
Communist understanding of the People!s Front idea. Of course, all
expelled Communists in the movement for & rsal CP say that thzy stand
for the Peoplel's Front,stc.,etc., Only--this is not the right period.
They put the People!s Front in history books--not in their current
theories or actionss The Dunnes, Darcys, and Dowlings say Fascisn is
dead--the Peoplel!s Front does not zpply. -

Tito exposad this foolishnass and much more at tha recent Paoples
Front Congress in Yugoslavia: ' :

Bwhat do we see today? Wwe scee that internatiunal recetion is
embarking upon new experiments. A reactiovnary, aggressive, terror-
istic, fascist ideology is best suited to agressive and insatiable
imperialisms for ths purpose of pressrving their existing positiuns
and cong uering new ones,  With the help of this ideology, inmperialism
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wishes to arrast the spread of progressive human thought in cuntsupor-
ary souciely, to prevent the formation of genuine damocratic stctes,

faced as it is with the impossibility of destroying the grest Social-
ist state--the Suviet. Union. ¥ e wh : _ ,

"International reaction, hsadast .zt the present time by American
financial magnates, is cgain starting its. former experiment. It is
again striving,. tirslessly, with, 211l means, to resurrect fescism in
various countries, including Western Germany...Nevertheless, we con~ .
sider that international reactiun will again be defeated in spite of
the fect that in the U.S. itself, fascism is gaining more and nmure -
ground.”

MMany people think todey .that Psople!s Frounts. are something ob-
solete,. sumething supsrfluous at this .stage of @evelopment; but this
1s wrong...they ars today more. necessary,. but. they hava to -be-given a.
new substance ... = e 3 '

"Consequently,..the People’s. Fronts. .ars.merging into a world peace
fI’On‘t L 13 it s 4 A R WL B e e L e et Y oL o i .

s position

-

Againsi, this, consider-Dowling's. zttack on the PR Club
ony B BUBE BEAYE o et e 2 ghate: fiuautid S Eo ok
.. ™¥e do not go along with those who say that .!Fascism would be
prerequisite for thz waging of an anti-Soviest wart. vo -
. YFor one- thing, lat us bear in mind that the-Hitlerite and 5
Mussolini formulae for Fascism have failad, havs been crushad, have
been demonstrated.as !impracticzl!-even to the bourgeoisie.t ™ .
Having made such an imposing start, Dowling ensers that lebyrinth
od advice ageinst the 3rd party which w2z have quoted at langth and
analyzed in SPARK #3. But let us be of service in offaring the latest
Dowling poetic license.on.this-subject.. -~ . - ; :

. "You work to build & 'third' nationwide.political party. Tha
payoff is that, after a few years, you will probably succeed--and
that 1s.the hell of it, .0r-=. _ L. b 204 5 - :

 "Feverish preparations. for war will be in progress while the
'third! party officlals coo.softly of'pazce!. In short, you will
ha, ve arrived at exactly the.goal you-set for yourself, and when
you get there you will find out that it.is not where.you really
wanted to go. The second approach (and this-is the correct one,
‘we’'believe) "is entirely differant..¥ou pick your goal first, the .-
corrsct one. This goal.is the replacement of capitalism by sccial-
ism.,% Or--now the pretzal-play: . Fr g

"Suppose a worker says,'frum what you say, to chich I agrae
-in general, it.seems to me that I shouldn't vote for any of the
presidential candidates.! Well, what's wrong with that? If he =2
decides to vote fur nonz.of the candidzates on the basis of egreeing
with ehat you say, in general, that!s fine. Or suppose he szys,
*I sgres with what you.say, but I think I should vote for Wallace
anyw2y sc that.sverybody will have z chance to find cut that it
won't work that way.' Well, what's wroung with thzot? If he tokss
such a decision un the bhasis of agreeing with the Communist analy-
sis, well and good. Hig feesling, indeed, that he knows Wallece is.



not the answar but wants meny others to find it out too is 2 vary
advancaed position, and does him cradit."

"NCP urges readers toc cddress themsalves tou tha preblam of
building the first Party, not 2 'taird? kol oo

Such irresponmsible hash comes from the worst demogugue of the ex~
pelled muvement,who never tried fighting it vut in the CPUSA and now
offers his intellectual guidunce--witnout pay,he bogsts.

Dunne hands the whola 3rd party movement tu the CPUSA oppurtunists
when he says.in his.pamphlet: . ... 5 .. - . .. ¢ ey B, g e

j_f"FFég51943"thgse;ﬁtratagists;uf:ccnfusi¢n, Gefeatisnm -énd: swrren-
der in-tha ranks'of .the working class propose & 'third partyl,-a
paupquﬁ_pgn@yuqaﬁprggressive:party{,a'labor:pnugressivewparty',
a ! labor pgp;y{,agg;atctﬂeanythingaandveverything“bqtza$Marxist--
Leninist Party of the working class...” T S TR
And. Darcy,.applauds—-mell put, .00 .0 Tooin SoEoEsh 3EY mokel
SO T et T a S Bl iy ch el b ¢ e
However, ‘there ars mora ‘seri.us peuple whu think that whils the
the People's,FrontfideafiSEQUrrect and timely. in the rest of the world,
it cannct be epplied.in Ameriex :tuday bacause thare is no CP. The ele-
mant of ;rutq;inlth;s;iS*bhatithere gan-be-no successful unity of ony
kind in this country until we produca.a.real CP;:But from. hers on, W
can't disragard thg fact ‘th i
work for crystel clear leadership, we alse have to help the JAmerican
workers. forga- the beginning of, the unity thEy.wantuaﬂd'are:tgzing e
achieve...Consider the prasent. good prugran “ofyrowr .weak.3rd parity.Even’

meny O its inside enenmies havs done us the.sarvice of.pulling out: in ...
their attempt to kill it in birth. -.This helps the 3rd party.stert zs .

a non-redbaiting party, quite an unusual zvent in America. As for the
weak pcints and dangers outside its program, which we triad .to explain
above, --that is cartainly navaer an excusz for Coumunists to ignore ba-
siczlly corract bzginnings. The: goud. moints of the.:3rd perty .in the-*~

et 2 war:.is baing planmed,and that aven- as.we

U.S. today have cgme nut through the intelligance .of its.shifty. leaders: -
but rather through the terrific pressure vii¥orld: gvents-and. worried . . -

people, . : g § s mor B B i 2

_What is the.correct ¢conception of the People!s Front in Lnmarice
today? From-its-80S on through SPARK, .tha. PR Club-has-insisted on the
application uf‘thé‘ideaS'in-Dimitrofiﬁ#"UnLted Front Against Fzscisoh.,
Evary day now, the bast Communist leagers in the world are analyzing
the various problems of the Pauple!s Front. Much of this is availzble
in "For A Lasting Pezce,For A. Peoplets Damocracy®, organ of the Con-
munist Infurmction Bursauwin Balgrade, . : T e L S -

If Aagrican Cummunisis study cerefully the Dimitroff-and Tite re-
ports, read New Times, and follow the reports of Cotmpnist lsaders all
ovat;the!wgrld, they can find a sure key to the sultution fur Anczrica s

And now--if all tha;Communists:iﬁ;tha;wurld greet. the new ad-.
vance of the 3rd party in the U.S.,waafﬂnﬁJSHme;eﬁpelled“@ouuunists:

oppusing it, and tha CPUSA.offering the support of M"gznar:ol dunquiQQh“

o, ¥

as 1t stages the grectast switch in its switchy history. SR T

5 2
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[} Y.i..!d [ B3 IIYE_ L‘Th‘-g-hi‘g S{fvlvt-c S e ——— ST i
-

Tyu thz CPUSA itfs all very'simple: chongs your voccbulary and
blaome your old vocobulary on sumsune else. Unfortunctely the printing
prass is the root of 21l evil. If only the CPUS.4 hadn!t put its noked
opportunism-into a damning record -with its own presses. We can offer
only & few.choice morsels “from o-veritible mountoin of rapetition, If
the altarnating current distracts-you, use mirlors and you'll come out
on top - with Morris Gordon.&-Co.\;‘ - e -

NTRUMAN A 'LESSER EVIL!? HIS RmCORD SAYS NOI" an article by Max
Gordon was headlined in the-Worker, Janugry'4, 1948. In’ the  same day?!s
paper George Morrls wrote.1 _ ¢ o A e T , NiaSna il

g S R

¥ "Th= trouble with manwhof our-labor legdars- especially in the CIO
is that-they have-notiyet made‘up thair mi=s¥ that -FDR-1is: dead. For a -
decada:or--mere many-.of=them-learnad to-raly- more on- White House Nursing
bottles(whan-such- was-forthcoming) than upon. th° fighting strangth oﬂ“'
uheir membarsSses - - T

¢ " nBut thay are meking’ the big mistaka:that they mede in'the 1946°9%
elactions«which brought us-the Taft-Hartley- and -Marshall Plan.Congrass.
They then tried to mobiliza votas for-candidatas who hardly diffarad
f vl aa tiunariss. Mllllons of work rs rafused to turn out to vote

L t's turn to tha pages of the.D_llx_hﬂxknr at thet time - in 1946:

“They many PAC workers saw thw pﬁectiun as one batwean the Demo-
crats-and the Republlcans ‘and to many Trumcn- symbolizad the Damocrats,
Since- they could® not $e 2~ il ”ﬂifiﬁfﬁnﬁa‘bé%w=en"TYﬁﬁaﬁ”§hd the Repub-
licans, thay stayad homa...

"YT submit th2ir r2asuning was wreng. There was a difference be—
twean tha bulk of the candidatss of the GOP.for cungrassicnz2l and state
office and thosa-of the Democrats."from WPAC &nd the Elﬁcti " by Max

Gordon,( iizﬂWQ:k“r November 16, 1946)
Lat's try agaln. Now the D h. says.

‘Wlnally among the - little =vsnts 51nce May 1946, wos the congress—
ional =2lacticn in which most votars had-a choice betican a re“ctionary
Democrat ond a Tory Republican. Thet electiin gave conclusive proof of
the limitcations on-and bankruptcy of the perspasctive of turning one of .
the two Purties 1nto a !llber*1' pgrty."(Gaurge Morris, D.W. Jan.9," ’43)

But on Sept“mber 20 1946 in =n hrtlcln eloﬁh.a»4y lgbelad BA
Dgng=rous Tendency" ng Gordun whrnud.

: “Br:efly tha clglm is made thet thAre is no diffarence betwacn 2
Trumen and a Vandenberg. - Thus thars is no diffarance betwaan a Meud'I‘
and a Powady 1= H.Y, vrTausi:thera. 1a no réasen: why we should be ot all’
interested in whethsr. LDeRey.or Mead wing the &lsctionsessn

"The paople whu think that way insist that tho .-ALP should heve
put an. indspendant ticket into the field,ss

BThe basic assumption thot thore is solic unity between the two
major-pertiss un questiuns of forzign poliey is wrung and dengarous,n®
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Is the CPUSA for the third party? Well it daspends - take your
choicz of the fellewing official visws. In 1946, in an sditorial =n-
titied "Extrame Falsshoods About ths 'Extrems T.aftl? in the D.W. of
June 8th, ths Alsops wars taken to task.bscauss: -

",..on the tahird party, they falsify tha Communist view...

"Professional reu-baitars, Trotsiyites, phony Socialists! alone.
are whooping it up for a 'third party'!-right now in ordsr to uiscrauit
ths idea by premature acticns. Ths Communists-ana tha Alsops could
easily find this if th=y~wanted +he trutn- - urgs poiitical unity-of I
lu.bOI' tOCLay. & b" '. e T P oas I i - f

In tha gzg’g of- July 13, 1947,  Dennis was- raportad as bivins nis .
views af th2 National Plenum as fo?lows:

Not. 2all those who are ' fighting in tais loose ccallt;on tocay are
as yet convincad of the nesed for‘a thira ‘pertys Therefore we must help
both to cement: tha cozlition- .- ane buila- tha third party movemant- -
in such. 2 way th;t we uqnot alvlae or nllanuta the broadsr- forcss."

But with the Neaw Year ana WQliacé‘s falt accompll(xor ths C,P. at
leust) we read in the auitorial "Qutlook for 1948 and the Third Party"
in ths January 1948 P0¢1ticgl Af:;lrs.

"All thoss who are reauy to JOln in this movams nt, incluuing the
left, should act without waiting. Thars can be no r=ilhnce upon, &and
no waltln5 for'thoss who oppose tns thlru oaruy anu th2 ;nanpﬁnaant
presidential tickest.”

But what zbout the "bwoadar forces", Courcaes of the Naticnal Come-
mittse - or ara thay relz,ctad to Gaorze Morris! snonymous Wthay"? 3
When Georgs Morris criticises "they" who "trizu-to mobiliza votas for
candidzates who hardly aiffsrad from GOP raucticneariss", ha obviously
dossntt mean the Daily worksr, the C.P. lsacarsalp, Mex Gordon or him-
s:1f.. What rols "we" played in 1946 cnd 1947 it is hopad will bs for-
gotten and thus forgiven. - Unfortunateiy the woras (but.not th2 policy)
are M"gone but not forgottan." Thay ware weittan into th2 uocumants =2x-
peilin the bast Communists from tha CPUSA in 1946. Th2y vwarz printed
witn favarish repatition in th2 columns:of th: D.W. Thay wars shoutad
at tha tIaft sscturians® of tha PR Club by such as Willicm Wainstone,
Cearl Vauro, Israzsl Amtzr, Bill -Normun, Isidorsz-Bzszun, Albarto Morsau
and othars who will remambzr our "Qisrispnctfulnass, 12ftism, shaer
stupicity” in not accepting toz porty Jkplan-ilun for supporting thsz
Damoecratic Paety.

They fought Trumgn - Bagun told ths Naw York Tigmss. Horrors! Do
Comrades iorris, Fostur, Dennis-and Stachal think Begun ma82 a big mis-
take in 1946 -- and diu thag°

Ccmrade Mex Gordon sza2ms to flnu Comrau2 Mai Goruon pratty stupid.
Didn't he know Truman wes no lassay 2vil? Didn't hes know ther2 was no
diffarsnca betw2:n a Truman anu a Vundanverg? Reclly,Comroaz Goruon
might like to correct his mistakss opanly - end «row tha prop:r lessons.
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Parhops he dozsn't think so -- buc Courads Stochal intones cguinst
those whos - < 3

wAdmit thot which con no long:r b2 concsclisd but without cémitting
z singlz2 mistcke in his policy, tinsory.or evan juugmantﬂﬁ}%. Dac.30, 147,

Poraon us!.Comroae Stochal scys-tnot. dozsn!t cpply to Comrods
Gordon, or to him or the.CPUSA - but to tha CPUSA's cltar sgo, Harl
Browdar.. .Whot.o.convaniant sccopegoct Browazsr is.. M"Wa¥scy everytning
about him "Wa® would.ri.ther nmot scy. cbout Mourselvas.® 2

; _The-C.P.:c;stig;ﬁeéfthagQIQ?gnd-ﬁgy lggué:$pipvfor its opposition
to the thirc portys S M ik f el RS B

.. "WPha bulk:of. tha- toprofricials. of tha triu2 unions..i will appeal
on the 2quclliy: doenssrous ground; thet Truwcn. is the 'lesser :vil! as-- =
against tha Rzpublicuns. - Ali. of them by such & stind will be betroying
tha intsrssts of the workars."(Politiccl Affcirs, Jon.. 1948, p.7) =~

Thus ths CPUSA trias to bbSpurefiﬁéwéhn bétr;?;l of thé‘wdrksrs:

n,,.tha Rapublicen porty is and ramcins the mein party of reuction
ond monopdly copitallend "...th: Trum.n tuaiginistroticon ... is still
sansitive to czrtiin mass przssurss. It still wavers and hasitates
whanever lcbor cné ths peopls agpressively css:rt thamselvses."(Political
Affzirs, Szgt. 1946 , Dennis Report,) ' -

Tha labor lecders ena the witery libercls liks Kinguon who raesignad
from-the PCA, the comprouaisers liks Brumbzry who resipned from tha ALP
(with flowzry spezchées from- the @ €.P. hacks) oll l:z.rnsd tnzir lassons
wall from :the C.P.  Bswirz tha uengers of "prawoturity", bewers "Split-
ting thes coclition®, bew.ra "tha leftig aonger of 'going it clonz.tM

. -Fortunctely th2 Americun worksar, thz runk cnd file trode unionist
had 1ittlz contoct with the -C.P. leadarship, thoit aristocrocy if not
penguerd of the labor movzazsnt. But cmong tha trode union burscaucrats,
tha #Dr.ts" und the radio coumant.tors taz porty spraud. . its faors.. Thot
is why so mcny worthless "big numes" wino never balongad at the head of
the progeessiva movamant ara-lawving . it. The strzngth of  th:z third
pzrty wmovaemant is howavar, the rink cnd £ils Americin workar who was
navar quita so "premcture! or Yunwdvancau" as the CPUSA pratandaa.

Evan its present switch is maraly tailing oftzr Wwalloac2 wnd the Aaeri-
coen p2ople. Ths C.P. is cpain corrying out its mcin line of following.

Pt o L1t acceopts a de faeto third purty which it scbotoged until
now and whicun it nas..alrecdy be-un to sabotopxz cgcin. '

Alrecdy thz D.W. pressnts wallcce cs tha Wstrong mon", th:e «lpho
and tha omega of the mevamasnt. The party cllows "the supporters of the
third party ticket, whzare thay find it odviscbie to suppurt o Congepes-
sicnal candiuote of one o ths vld perties, waspits the foek thot this
cendidots woes not sup: 2 third pc ticket.m(Politicel Eficirs
Jenuery 1948, p.10). (Uur itailcs.) New words——old phrases;new phrases—
01ld positions, If the CPUSA has its way, the American people will still
Uind i1t advisable# to suffoczte in the Democratic-Republican pockst.
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The fake switch is not confinad to thz third party issue, W2 be-
lieve it is luportant to point out the apparantly deepar change in C.P.
word-politics. This change has ths appearance of an attack on "trade
union opportunism", Jclass collaboration', fthe ideology of the class
enemy" and all the gtock in trade of the CoP. opportunists themselves.
Before going into the importent reasons for this lipservics, we offer
a few examplas. ¥ijth the Ney Ysar, Political Affairs comes up with
a sprinkling of quotes at the end of each article. BEzch of these quotas
if taken. seriously would result in-the ousting of the present N.C.
Among them is the pointad statsmant by Lenin on bourgeois and socialist
ideology which we quoted.in our S.0.S. in October 1946 as well as fef-
erences to self-criticism cnd the importancs of ideological and organ-
izational. ynity of ,the.working . class... -

It shquld_ba.ngfég;hbWQVErjthat_E;gg_has practically no circuladisy
among party.membars,so,thara is”littlz dangsr that thesa quotas will~- -
arouse theiy curiosity about.tha works from which thay are raprintad, -
Pufle 1s resd by afew.party functioncries who liks to S22 thams2lves- -
in prinf*Zrious government information-gathsring offices; but meinly
it is printed for the consumption of ths forzign C.P.'s in hope it -
will-mislaad-them.;,ESpecially.since.the formation of -tha Communist
Informetion Bursau, P.a. editorizlizss in the following mannars

" More than anything else tna 10I11tration Or THE CLASS eonemyis
idsology into- the ranks of labor holds the trade unions back from ful-
filling their historic obligation to lead all the democratic sections
of the people in defense of the Bill of Rights."(P.4.,Jan.1948, p.11)

ALl those who know the C.P.!'s "dafinse of the Bill of Rights"
know that the party itsalf mede redbaiting raspectoblz in its draft-
ing of the CIO rad-bziting rasolution in 1946. One has only to compara
the ultra-constitutional cnd farcicel dafense of Eugene Dennis (P.A.
December 1947) with Vern Smith's conragsous stcatement (reprintzd in -
the Dacembar SPARK) to racognizz which stond is bosad on Communist -
ddeology. VWhat & farce it is when tha General Sacretcry of the CPUSA.
instead of attacking the Un-Amsrican Activities Committae on tha basis
of his Communist beliefs, Sidesteps into a tangentiedk defense worthy
of a pettifogging lawyer. Instead of clarifying the issues, he ob=-.
scurss them by insisting that the reason he refused to testify before
the Congressionzl Committsze was simply thet it was not a Congrassional
Committee beczuse Rankin was not Iggally electad. In pther words, if
the Committee is judgad to be a duly electad ons, Dennis is automatic—
ally gullty on the basis of his dwfrdefense. Perhaps he believes in
the "Impartiality" of the courts? This is playing ot legalities with
a4 vengeance but it has nothing to do with fighting the ideology of e¢hass
enemy in defense of the Bill of Rights. -

The CPUSA pursues an expose of "ecloss collaboration® (no doubt
in vkeeping with the appropriata saction of ths Mcnifesto of th2 C.I.B.,
Thus,Stacnel sets up his straw men, EB&rl Browder, his former comrode-
in-arms, the epitomy of 211 tha= C,P. balieves, and proczeds to knock
him down. In the midst of a rAther innocuous article which does not -
guote Browder too fully for faar of axposing the rasamblance of Browdars:

-
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ideas to the C.P.'s, Stachsl militantly proclaims: "One must not eon-
fuse @ temporary coincidence of interest for common interssts and thus
replace the class struggle with class collaboration.m(D.W.Jan.2, 1948)

He ought to.know! From Gitlow on, he fulfiil=d his obligations
to his employers (wall Stra2t) even by betraying his "fronts®. Stachel
(the man who.loses his friends) might wsll say a la Hamlet:

. "Alas, ‘poor Gitlow, L knsw him well...
Alas, pour Lovastone, ¥ ¥new him well...

" ‘Alas, poor Browdar, I knaw him well...:
- =—and ‘Soon. 7T b S T e
."alas poor Dennis, I knaw him welll®™

Stachel, right hand man of ri ht opportunism, and ths:'Besdeaux of
switching efficisncy,.always se2s tha light in “%ime.and sidestaps. -
Recantly, having przparad ths~C,P. trada2 union dasbauch- of unity with
redbaitars, he switchad from Trade Uniun Dirsctor to National’ Education
Dirzctor, from which excallant vantage point he was able to be disturbed
if n=22d bg by "trade union opportunism", while spouting psesudo- Marxist
Jargon. o el ; My - - :

Tha CPUSA has now coma2 all-out zgainst tradz union opportunism.
Having already tepped Marrill on the wrist for carrying out C.P. policy
tnot wisely but too well' -- it now writes ideologicel criticisms of
the TWU leaders who are attempting to saddle 21l N.Y.C. worksrs with
a subway fure increase. ©So discreetly bold is the D.w. that i% csnsors
Quill!s "no interference please" growl at the C.P. in its news of tha
State-CI0 mesting. :

- "Leftwingsrs" should not have "allowad themselves to be momentar-
ily intimidoted" on the CIO 1947 forsign policy rasolution, writss John
Williamson in the Dsc. P.A, on "Thz AFof L & CIO Conventions®™. Thus
he lauds "dzlegates Potash and Kehoe, in supporting the rssolution and
refuting ths Rauthae-Baldanzi slandars"(our emphasis), although "this
woes a compromise resolution, which plaased nzither tha resactionary nor
progressive forces," : o : '

Thus, those who supportad this notorious "compromise®" resolution
openly were praised by the party, while those vwho aid so silently werse
criticised! This is the extent of its criticisa on the most important
question facing Amasrica today. The slogcn of the CPUSA is, "Retraat,
but plzase ratreat with explanationsi®:

Howavar there is one =sphere in which the Party trade unionists
show thair "militancy" to the point of walking out of convention® and
othar such measures. <hsy are'recl militent®when it comss to losing
a. well-paid position: witness the wclkout at the UE Convention In N.J.,
and Stock!s "I never meant to get nasty to JoeW at the NMU Convention.

.But in the line of trzae wunion opportunism, it is our old'"expart®
George Morris who reaches into its slimy depths ond comes up with this
in his colymn "Murray Will Never Gat 'Unity! for Trumen'"(but Georgs

- -
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Morriz Will): "There is.no_reason why CIO ranks cannot be basically
united on such crucial struggles as tha wogs fight, the struggie agcoinst
the Taft-Hartlaey law and upon 2lsction of Copgrassmen pledged to rapaal
tha T-H low, .

nRegardiess of differencas on a2 prasidential choice, unionisgs
can units on th:s congressionzl cnd stata @lections. TIThe objactives
ronlly within rscch of lahop can be wen. It would be a tragedy if
differences in the political campeign hcrmsd lapor's. immedicte struggle
for wage increases and against encroachments of the Taft-Hartley law...

n,..It doasn't teke o vpoliticcl genius to reelize that talk of purging
the Taft-Hartlayites in New Yoxl cnd other stotes ix_useless uniass

both the rizht end left gat together on the best congrassional sndorsge-
ments on . ony of the THRER tickats, regardlass of their diffe el n
the presidential roca,"(All empncsis in_original}%ﬂ.w. Jon 12,.194Si;

So far, at lsast, thera has been no cttempt to justify the C.P.
policy .on.the third party-for-<ths-pcst:two -yecrs. Tna-data on strike-
braaking cnd warmongering,. given in-the Daily Worker itself, proves-that
the reactionsry positions-of the Trumans, Mezds and Lehmans ware kKnowzia

before the 1945 elections in-which the C.P. supported them,  And yet,
not.one bit. of .self-criticism is forthcoming. - - - "

Perhaps ths burezucrczcy relies on bad memories. What if the mem-
ories grow feet and wclk about in broad daylight. What,for instance,
if we hark back to Election Dey in 1946 when the CPUSA vic Pspokesmen
2t the Bronx County Coumittee of the party" informad the New York Times
that thas PR Club was expelled for making Yonesided attacks on the Desa-
ocrcotic Party." Like othar importent personagss these "spokesman! wars
nomsless, but they did not dsign to ény on interview to the N.Y. Times
exposing their own former members. Although the follovwing is herdly
cccurate of our policy it is eloguant of what the C.P.’s was. Speaking
of our axpulsion the stotement in the Daily Worksr on Nov.5,1946 said:

"Phis faction, howevar, has made the Trumcn Administration thz
exclusive and moin cantaer of attock.s. - y

"By its exaggerction that the Truman EBdministration is virtually
a fascist government, and by its ons-sided attacks on the Democratic
Party, this faction diverts.attention from the dcnger of the main cen-
ters of reaction, repressnted by thes Hoover-Dewey Republiccns, lessens
the fight «agginst this camp, 2nd thus, despite all its shouting about
the fascist denger, in foct wezkans thafight against this danger. On
the basis of a falsz and a2larmist anclysis of the situction, it dew
nounced ths Netioncl Committee during th2 summer for fcilure to call
for a2 notionwide politicel strike against the Case Bill - a tactic
vhich could lead only to the isolation of the Party from the progres-
sive labor movement. -

n,,.it advocates a. courss calculated to lead to marrow splinter
groupings which under the false label of a third party would in feack |
doom the possibillity of unity of the advcnced forces in the labor and
progressive movement fighting for a thira party with other progressive
forces moving in this direction today."
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(Although we did not considar the Truman administration fascist we_bhandi
underestimated the directicn in vhicih it was moving. The referance to
tha Casa Bill is a dz2libarate distortion - we were speaking of the Tru-
man Bill to draft striksrs, tha threat of vwhich actually did break the
Railroad Strike in Juns 1946.) i

The N.C. has the clternativa of proving its past policy correct-
(cnd this is impossiblie)or giwing lipservice to self-criticism. The
latter is possible, but it involves the dengar of proving th2 expellad
Cotmunists corract, and this m2ans exposing ths bureaucracy of the
lzadership. Furthermore the C.P. has now lefi its2lf no excuse for not
holding a National Convention ‘immediatzly.  In the wordssof the Daily.
Workar, the Nat!'l Convention was postponed'“so-that the Communist-Party
con make its final decisions concerning th2"1948 elections at the time
when othar political parties will he making thairs."(D.W. July 13,1947)

But since the January Political Affairs saps, "But the record is
alrsady in, and nothing theot happens at these conventions can change 1t
nothing should prevent an immediate convantion from being callad with
a discussion psriocd starting immesdiately. In fact,in tha light of the
above quotes, an immadiate nationzl convantion is essantial - - s
to orgenize the drive for a third party. Such a convention must of
coursa include those who held the corract position when the Party did
not. It must include all vhom tha party expelled in the post pariod.
Naturally the Hetional Committee will have none of this.

Howaver the D.W. dces headline self-criticism -- tha self-critieis
by foreign parties. What is honest reeveluation in the foreign parties
becomes slender and gossip in the lurid D.W. versions.The Polish Com-~
munist . Partyts purge--meinly of opportunist elemsants-- 1is so frightan—
ing to the D.W. that it "Hsarsts™ the following headline:

tPolish CP Expels Drunken Members.m

The angry Q;ﬂﬁ‘réfused to be as accurate as the N.¥.Times head—
line:®0pportunists to Go,® j :

What are the causes of this new pretense of -anti-opportunismfin
211 sphares"?{Cominform organ)The National Committee had to face the
fact thet the expelled movement did not dribble out. Although the N.C..
sticks to its Usilence is golden" rule regording recent expulsions,
we have. mede scme medest but important cdvonces--in membarship and in
clarity, Within the CP, the boycott of the Cominform has become an..
instrugtive ¢ividing point among the rcnk afd file. Those who are not
completely corrupt begin to think ckout cowardice or Communism,. Basie—- =
ally, the current thecretical frenzy in the CP 1is coused by the Com- '
munist Information Bureau. Altnough the CPUSA can't join the Bureaus
because it would irritass Wall St., it still has to give lipservice
hers and there. Tito poinmtedly reminds uss:

"We are again immeed'of 2 figrce and stubborn struggls zgainst
reaction and £esciSm, i.0., afuindt the warmongers.  This time*wé have t
ake a strict assessmeni,ofiall the errors made‘dn th& past, becdude ¢
the Popular Fronts in certain countries did not<liwe up to tHeir tasks.
on the eve and in the course of the war of liberation."(P,A. Jan.148, P,&
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Not only will not th= CPUSA be overlooked in this Yassessement?,
but it will finally occupy the canter of attraction. The CPUSA will be
the examplie of thz hesight of disnonssty and hypocrisy in the revolutio-
exy movzmant. Oply one factor holds up this basic assesszmznt. It can-
not b2 mads until we in the U.S5. produce a- ‘a national Ycora" of rsal
Counmunists~—in effect, a committes for a resl Communist Party. At such
a point, foreign CP!s can spezak bluntly about the CPUSA bacause then
thair words will hz2lp send awakening CP msmbers in a coresact airzction.
In the absancas of a national grouping of rs«l Communists, the CP rank
and file would face utter confusicn. Inevitably, thay would look back
to the pressnt lezaders wno woulG givs appropriate lip-~ssrvice, damn
their. last period,. and--proceed witir thair "business as usuzal', This
is the logic to the current world Communist silencz2 on ths CPUSA,

" Communists inside and outsids tha CPUSA must continually force
their "leadership'in the U.S5. towards the Communist Information Buresau.
This, in effect,- is forcing them into impossible positions. Even an ad
placad in PM by ths PR Club last wzek which offerad the-organ of the
Cominform caussd a few "rasvaiations!" to CP membars. Nom, with Harrison
George's book (#Crisis in the CPUSA%--to be reviawad in our next issue}
scme irrefutable facts and argumsnts faca the CP rank and rilse--and
from a lsader. In-the sxpulsicns up to dcte, formar national lsaders
likz Dunns-and-Darcy hove marsly mdltlleﬁc the confusion. With Harri-
son George, for tha first time, a national lszder ond chartsr mamber
of the CPJDA ?:bhbs it out --with ths correct linse,

This book will help brlng chaos out of th2 confusion in soms CP
minds. After 2ll, thoss who .followed the CP election policiss up to
Nnow SO Lmlbh_u]ly ara disturbad and glum. Tha switch was too violant
and unpreparad. Some of these will says oh, wsll, another inconsistency
to- swallow. . But thz honast CP membars who really want 2 fighting CP
to orgenize against war and fascism and for Sociclism will begin to-
turn towards a. fesvaluation of tha er+y?s record and thair OWle

Thzse Comradass should raise some key pOlntS wnich rsprasent and
involve the whole story of opportunisms.

1-Why dosesn't tha CPUSA want to affiliat2 to tha Communist Infor-
mation Bureau? Wny does 1t bury the organ of the buresau?
- -2-Why can!t & "CPUSA conventiocn be¢ held —-with a prediscussion
' pariod starting now? -
3-¥hy do=s th= CPUSA. still teil zfter 3rd Porty rfieve’jl_onm:nt:3‘?1

Comrydss should drag ths Morxist-Leninist literatre back to ths
branch maatlnrsmmAﬂp scialiy the litere tﬂva on opportunism., They
should circulats the corract literaturs of ths sxpailed movament in
tha U.S. and -_po;tunu foraign litsrature, If CPlers will break through
their fears-and forebodings and open one aye to -aad for a while, if
the expelled movament lecrns to work with the CPlers and wa thﬂrﬁbyv

produce a coordinction of opan work outside and illagal work inside,——
then thsrs will be a few good switches in 1948, '

Let!s switch the Amsricun peopls from the two~perty brawl, Letls -
switchn Amaricon Communists from ths faks CPUSA leadership. In tnis WL
wa, ths gverlastingly-backward Americsn Communists,can 1+nuLly switch.
the worlid Ifrom-its feor of war.Maks '4A8 tha pirth—vsor of a rezl CP.
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By Haerison George

former editor-in-chief of the - |

west coast Communist nawspaper
"Daily Peoplefs World®

Ca-the -Racent Expulsionq“(ﬂevisionism'vs Democratic Centralism);The
Character of the Crisis®(The Birth of Opportunist Factionalism as De-
rocracy);'Accusing the Accusers'(How Not to iake A United Front);"Co-
alition, California Style"{Communist 'Tailism' of the Liberal Bour—
geoigsle);third party;Dennis and Company Amends Dimitroff ;"Principles.
of Party Cleansing from Below',etcsetc..

single copies—-$l;3 coples--§23 5 or more copies @40¢, Available from
PR Ciuh or from Harrison George,Box 3135, Los Angzles 53,California..

"FOR. A LASTING P£ACE, FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACYM
Organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist Parties -in Belgrade:

@ 20¢ from the PR Club
#2 inciudes: Malenkov on CPSU(B); Duclos on Friznce; Siansky on Czecho—
_ slevakia; Djilas on YugdsleVia;Zoslavsky,etca "7 7
#3 includes: Chervenkov on Bulgoria; Georgiu-Dej on- Bumeniz; Révai on
Humgary;Corsi on-Italy; Fajone an:Francsyetcd. . .

UCOMMUNISM VERSUS OPPORTUNISI™. . ..
="« by Fergus McKean,axpellad .. .. L. 5~
Cenadian ¥ommunist lsader
(@ $1 from the PR Club)

Sorry, cannot supply any more:DECEﬁﬁgﬂfSPQRKSg After the PM ad we sold
out immediately. Hope to reprint’ this"socn. Tha PR Club has besn mail-
ing so much material free thal we-nsed contributions bodly. Maks cut
money orders or checks to cash or PR Club,55PARKS for 1947 available.
(errata: p. 10,line 22 should read:"Thay/ meny PCA. worksrs/saw thatatcs

-
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