
-WORKERS. AND .OPPRESSED PEOPLE. OF THE 

"A -omm~ist should have largeness of mind 
and · ·e should bE:! staunch and- active, looking 
_upon the interests of . the revolution as his 
very life and subordinating his personal in
terests to those of the revolution; always 
~d everywhere he ~hould adhere to prin
ciple and wage a tireless struggle against 
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all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate 
the _c91l~ctive life of the Party and strengthen the 
ties between the Party. and the masses; he should be 
more concerned about the Party and the masses · than 
about -any individual and more concerned about others 
then about himself. Only thus can · he b.e considered-' 
a Communist." Mao Tsetung 
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MINERS WAGE MILITANT STRIKE 

In this article, we are oontinuing 
our ooverage of the miners strike. In 
the first article, "Miners Prepare Strike 
Battle" in the last issue of THE CQMl1U

NIST I we discussed the background of the 
strike, taking up the issues of health 
care and wildcat strikes and the state of 
the ooal industry. In this article we 
oontinue our discussion in light of the 
first two i,.,eeks of the strike. The 
miners strike is significant as one 
battle 'in the larger class war which is 
gro.,ing along with the deepening crisis 
of irrperialism and the preparations for 
irrperialist war. It is one exanple of 
the spontaneous resis tance of the prole
tariat to the intensifying attacks of the 
bourgeoisie. In the present capitalist 
crisis, the right to strike is caning 
under increasing attacks as the bourg
eoisie seeks to oontrol the working class 
and weaken i ts fighting ability. Like 
all capitalists, the mine owners are 
relying on their henchnen, the trade 
unioo bureaucrats, to aid them in this 
offensive. 

From the beginning of the coal 
strike two weeks ago, the miners 
have been militantly battling the 
coal operators. Knowing a strike 
was certain when the contract 
expired on Tuesday, December 6, 
most miners began the walk out at 
the end of their shifts on Friday, 
refusing to add any more coal to 
the companies' stockpiles . After 
the 188 ,00 0 striking miners stop
ped production at mines with United 
Mine Workers (UMW) contracts, they 
quickly moved to stop production 

CAIRO PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 

at non-union mines and to stop coal 
shipments . · 

Like all strikes, the miner's 
strike instills fear in the bour
geoisie because it undermines their 
hegemony over the proletariat . 
Within a few days after the strike 
began , in a powerfu l show of 
strength, the mineworkers had vir-

force in the non-union mines(um- The mineworkers have won vie-
ploying one half of the miners in tories in stopping production 
the state) . j through their militant fighting 

-=" spiritand tactics. For examp le , 
After shutting down the union in Utah, a oridge leading to a non-

mines, the miners moved to close union mine was burned, forcing the 
non-union mines. Because hal f of mine to clos e at least until a 
the coal in this country is pro- temporary road could be cut . In 
duced today in non-union mines Pennsylvania, about 25 men damaged 

1F======================================~ 4 heavy machi n es at a non-union 
mine. Also in that state, pickets 
trapped coal trucks and non-strik
ing workers at 2 mines, until 
sheriff's deputies and state 
troopers escorted strike breakers 
through the pickec lines. At one 
Ohio mine, gunshocs were exchanged 
between supervisory personnel and 
pickets at the mine entrance. Dur
ing the first week of the strike, 
about 400 striki ng miners formed 
a 100 vehicle caravan and roamed 
through parts of Ohio, West Vir
ginia and Kentucky. In Kentucky, 
they forced drivers to empty at 
least 5 trucks loaded with non
union coal along the highway. 

HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES ARE CRUCIAL 

Striking mi ners forc e tr uck to dump non-union coal 

The miners have been strongly 
wielding their strike weapon 
against the capitalists to defend 

(compared to 30% a decade ago), the their interests--especially around tually closed all ' the mines in West 
Virginia , Ohio, Virginia , I ndi anu 
and Illinois. All the union mines 
were closed in southwest Pennsyl
vania, abama and T r.nes ee . n 
Kentucky, all the un.i.on mine:s w.:re 
c losed un d picketers closed or 
significantly reduced the work 

mine workers know that to be" · the issues of safety and health 
successful in winning their demands ~ar7. _At the very le~s t they a r e 
at the negotiating table they must insisting on restoration of the 
ste p roduction in a ll th~ mines . severe cuts made last July in the 
in the country , rft,t only those with health care pro~ided ny the 
UMW contracts . With their success- Health and Pension Funds. The 
es in the coal fields, the• workers miners responded then with 7ight
are threatening the coal operators' eous an?er, and a 10 week wild
smug plans t o use stockpiles and cat s~rike, to the annou~cement 
non-union mine production to break that instead of free m7dical _care, 

US SEEKS HEGEMONY IN MID-EAST 
t he coal strike. stopping coal they would have \O begin payin~ 
shipments is also an important 40% of docto7s bil~s and th7 first 
part of the miners strike strategy; ~250 o~ hospita~ bills . This 

On December 9th, Cyrus Vance, 
US Secretary of State, began a 
six day tour of the Middle East, 
where he visited Israel, Egypt, 
Jordan , Lebanon, Syria and Saudi 
Arabia. The stated purpose of 
Vance's trip was to encourage 
other Arab countries to enter in
to the negotiations between 
Israel and Egypt so that an 
overall "peace" settlement to the 
Mideast struggle could be reached. 
In this regard he had no success. 
But Vance's real concern was 
not peace, but further pursuit of 
the ambitions of US imperialism 
in the Middle East. Vance was 
"testing trounled waters" in 
order to best take advantage of 
the recent rifts in Arab unity 
and secure for the US a dominant 
role in the af f airs of the region. 

The Cairo meeting itself began 
Wednesday, Dece mber 14th, when 
Israeli and Egyptian negotiating 
teams met. While the meetin~ 
also included delegates from the 
US, headed by Assistant Secretary 
of State Alfred Atherton, and UN 
delegates , no other Arab coun 
tries ·were represented. Five 
places at the negotiating table 
were kept open to symbolize 
their absence . 

The Cairo talks , originally 
seen as merely taking up pro
cedural questions in preparation 
for a Geneva conference, have 
apparently been broadened and 
will be upgraded to the foreign 
minister level . Also , more sub
stantive discussions will take 
place . How substantive the nego
tiat~ons will be is not yet 
fully known. There is specula
tion that Israeli Prime Minister 
Begin 's sudden visit to the US, 
concurrent to the beginning of 
the Cairo talks , was made for 
the purpose of presenting Carter 
with a draft peace agreement 

calling for US guarantees of 
security for Israel's final bor-

. ders. White House Press Secre
tary _ Jody Powell denied know
ledge of sucn a peace plan, even 
though he did concede Begin's 
visit was "an affirmation of 
the United States' role, a role 
that has been there all along." 
It is known that the duration of 
the Cairo talks has been extended 
indehni tely. 

The US has given full support 
to this change of plan. Orig
inally they had underplayed the 
Cairo meeting and given more 
importance to the future Geneva 
conference to be headed b y the 
US and USSR. But with the re
cent developments, including 
Egypt's r upture of diplomatic 
relations with Sy ria, Lybia, 
I raq, Algeria and Southern 
Yemen and the USSR 's a bs ence 
from the Cairo talks, the US is 
hoping that an extended Cairo 
conference will result in a 
Geneva summit meeting where US 
imperialism will h ave the upper 
hand over its superpower rival, 
the USSR . 

ibig niew Brzez inski, Carter's 
advise r on national security , 
exp l ained this plan on December 
11th . According to his scheme, 
only the US would be involved in 
the development of the conditions 
for an overall peace settlement, 
with the l!SSR included merely 
in the final ratification . The 
first step in the negotiations 
would involve Israel and Eg y pt 
negotiating directly with the 
US (as is presently occuring in 
Cairo) "because they want us 
to be there" . The second st D 

would expa nd to inclu~ e "moderate 
Arabs " - in his view Palestinians 
other than thP. PLO and the Jordan
ians - to negotiate the issues 

CONTINUED ON P . 4 

Not only will stopping the coal · i~sue is a cruc ial o ne. The 
t~ucks prevent mine owners from mine7s _face _extreme~y haza7do~s 
using non-union mine product.Lon, con~itic:,ns in the mines, ri~kii:ig 
but it will also prevent them from their lives 7very day and risking 
getting to the part of the coal black lung disease after years 
reserves stockpiled at coal fields. CONTINUED ON P.2 

EXPOSEQ AS INTERNATIONAL LABOR TRAITOR 

CHAVEZ SUPPORTS IARCOS IEGIIE 
In July of this year, Cesar 

Chavez, president of the United 
Farmworkers (UFW) of the AFL-CIO 
made a trip to the Repub.Lic of 
the Philippines (RP) to view 
first hand the .. improvements" 
made since President Ferdinand 
Marcos implemented martial law, 
to meet with prominent labor 
leaders, and to receive a personal 
award from Marcos for Chavez's 
"services to the international 
trade union movement." In visit
ing the Philippines, Chavez chose 
to ignore the anti-Marcos forces 
within the UFW, including c o
founder Philip Vera Cruz who saw 
the t rip i n contradiction to 
the resolutions that were unani 
mously passed at the last two 
UFW con ventions condemning restrt
ctions of democratic rights in 
the Philippines. 

At the end of the trip Chavez 
told a Washington Post reporter 
h e was " impressed with the 
uniqueness of martial law" and 
particularly the labor policies 
which he called ' enliqhtened '. 
Th e " enlightened " labor policies 
Chavez is referring to include 
the outlawing of s t ri kes, trade 
union organizing, and demonstra 
tions ! And as testimony to the 
" uniqueness .. of martial law, its 
been conservatively estimated 
that there are some 50,000 polit
ical prisoners in jail , suffering 
daily torture and brutality . 
Through the direct support of 

u.~. imperialism , the Marcos 
regime has been rec ognized as one 
of tne most reactionary and brut
al in the world today, suppress
ing the democratic rights of the 
Filipino people at every turn. 
And this is what Chavez found 
impressive! 

TH~ ROLE OF US IMPERIALISM 

Imperialism is the exoloita
tion of oppressed n ations by 
oppressor nations. The seizure 
of the Philippines from Spain 
in 1898 marked the entry of the 
US into the era of i mperialism . 
The continual superexploitation 
of the Filipino nation drove 
many of them into the U.S . , 
including the agricultural 
fields of California. Today , 
through the Marcos regime , US 
imperialism continues to play the 
dominant role in the superexploi 
tation of RP . For the last 20 
years, investors, led by , the us 
bourgeoisie , nave gotten back 
~4 .76 for every dollar invested . 
Between 1971- 1975 the rate of 
exploitation increased among 
the industrial proletariat by 
180 i , and it now takes the aver 
age worker just 44 minutes out of 
the 8 hour day to earn his/her 
wages . The other 7 hrs. and 
16 minutes produce superprofits 
for the imperialist who own 90% 
of RP industry . As a result of 
this super-exploitation, the 

CONTINUED ON P. 4 



MINERS STRIKE 
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of work . Moreover, the c l inic 
s ystem, which is l arg e ly s upported 
by the UMW benefit funds , provides 
the only health care a vailable f o r 
many communities in the Appala 
c hian region. 

DEFEND THE RIGHT TO STRIKE 

The rig ht co s trike is a compo
ne n t part of the struggle to res
tore the miners ' hea l th benefits . 
The mi ners rea liz~ t hat it is one 
of t he major weapons they have to 
f o rce the bourgeoisie to meet 
their just demands. 

However, the mi ners' r i ght to 
s trike has b een f undamenta lly 
undermined by the connect i on bet 
ween production a nd t he benefit 
fun ds - -a connec tio n wh i c h Mille r 
c ontinued in the 1974 c ont rac t . 
Th e f unds are f inanced by a s s es
me nts o n e a ch ton of coal produce d 
a nd on each ho u r worke d b y a uni o n 
mine r. This means t hat the amount 
of mo ney a v a ilable for medica l care 
i s based o n t he a moun t of coal 
p r oduced, not t h e ac tual health 
needs o f t he mine r s and their 
families . Thi s i s one way t hat t h e 
ope ra t ors , i n s tr iving to prote ct 
their profits, r efus e to meet 
t heir res pons i bi l ities t o t h e 
miners f o r the unsafe and unheal 
t hy conditions in the mines . More 
over , wi th t he c u r rent me t hod of 
fin a ncing, the miners are pena
l i zed wi t h cuts in benefit s f o r 
a n y losses i n pro~uc t ion , i nc lud
i ng losses f rom s trikes . The cut
backs in J u l y and the l iqu i d ation 
of the benefits during t he c urrent 
strike are two examples of t he -way 
the b ourgeoi s ie , with the co opera
tion of t he tra d e un ion bureau
crats , i s t r yi ng to use healch ca r e 
a s a we apon to keep the worke r s . 
f rom striking. The correct dema nd 
i s theref ore to cut those ties a nd 
to f orce the mine owners to pro
vide . free, full health coverage 
for miners and their families. 

Wh i l e the miners know that t hey 
must have the r ight t o strike t o 
f ight f or their ' interes ts , like 
hea l th care , t he mine owner s a nd 
trade union bureaucrats a r e do ing 
e ve ~ything they can to s t i fl e chac 
r i ght to strike. In t he 19 74 c on 
t ract , Mil l e r t ried to diver t t h e 
strugg l e of t h e mi ne workers a way 
f rom strikes a nd i n t o drawn o ut 
grievance p roc edures. The worke rs 
saw through the elaborate arb itra
t i on proce d u res inc lude d in the 
1974 c o ntrac t a nd time a n d t ime 
agai n walked o ut of t he mines in 
wildcats to ge t a ction over grie
vances . So now Mille r a nd the mine 
owne r s, meeting in negotiations 
i n Wa s hing ton, D.C . , are worki ng 
o ut o ther ways to s top wildcats 
and un dermine the r i gh t to strike. 

STAND OF THE CAPITAL I STS 

Whi le t he miners are striking 
for the cruc i a l dema n ds o f h e al t h 
a nd safe t y, t he mine owners are 
strugg ling to undermine t h e right 
to s t r ike t o ens ure t heir p r ofits . 
The owners have ma de i t c l ear tha t 
thei r t op priority in the c u r r en t 

c o ntract is to ensure that they 
h a ve "labor sta bi l ity " b y stopping 
str i kes and abs e nteeism . The c ap
italists a r e not wi l ling t o c u t 
into t heir prof its to improve liv
ing and working c o nditions for t he 
mi ne rs and t heir famil i es . Instead , 
t h ey are try ing to stre ngthen 
the ir coer cive apparatus t o stop 
wo rker s f rom striking o ve r t he se 
conditions . -

It is esp ecia lly i mporta nt for 
the mine owners to atta ck t he righ t 
to strike in this pe riod of de ep
ening crisis and war preparations , 
as the bourgeoisie strives to e s 
t a bli s h stri ct discipline ove r 
workers . Coa l , a l though a d y i ng 
indus try in t he 1960' s , now p l ays 
a n increasing l y i mpo r t ant role i n 
t he economy a nd war p r e pa r a t i ons. 
Thi s has bee n r eflect e d in soaring 
coa l prices, wh i ch f ollowing oil 
costs , have risen f rom $6 a ton in · 
the 1960 ' s to S20 a ton today. As 

discussed in the last issue of THE 
COMMUNIST, i ncreased coal produc
tion is an important part of the 
bourgeoisie's plans to r educe 
the ir depende nce on foreign oil as 
an e nergy source. Another example 
of the impor tanc e of coa l is its 
use, as c oke, in making steel , it
se l f essent i al in armament and 
other product i on . With the empha
sis on doub l ing coal production by 
1985 , t he bo urgeo i sie cannot af 
fo rd s t r i kes. Tne r efore, t hei r 
c urrent attack on t he right to 
s t r i ke i s par t of t h e general capi 
t a list o f f ens ive aga inst t h e work 
ing class i n p r e pa r a tion for war . 

The c oa l o perators, r epresente d 
by the Bituminous Coal Ope rators 
Association (BCOAJ, have bee n try 
ing to undermine t h e current min
ers s t rike as we l l as t he gene ra l 
r ight to str i ke. The y are cla im
i ng t hat the mineworkers are "only 
h urt i n g themse l ves " in t h is strike 
beca us e the coa l ope ra t ors and · 
us e rs are we l l prepared with l arge 
stockpi l es of coal t o withstand up 
to 3 months of a UMW strike . I t i s 
a commo n t a c tic of the bourg eois i e 
d ur i ng a strike to claim tha t t he 
i nterruption of p roduc tion i s not 
hur t i ng the capita lists . It i s a n 
a t t empt to demoralize t he striking 
workers a nd convince the m t o give 
up. 

However , the effective action 
of the s t r i ki ng miners in closing 
mi nes a nd stoppi ng coa l s hipments 
r evea l s t ha t the capita li s t s are 
l y ing .. The impo r t ance of i nc reas 
ing co a l pro d uc tio n al so f urther 
r eveal s t he mineowne rs a r e l y ing 
wh e n they claim th a t the coa l 
strike is insigni f i can t b e ca use 
the r e a re e noug h stockpile s. The 
bourgeoisie i s c o nc e rned wi th 
me eting f uture ene rgy needs , not 
o nly curren t o nes. 

The b our geo is e state has not i n
tervened i n the s trike so fa r ex
c ept to s e nd in t he h ead of t he 
f e de ral me di a tio n s e r v ice to con
ve ne negotiations and, at the local 

BUILD HE UNITED FRONT AGAINST SUPERPOWER HEGEMONY 

POLISH cp · su,,0·11s I-AD'S THREE WORLD THEORY 
An important articie was re- . . tarian . revolut i on with the war of tradi ctions betwe~n the f. t d 

cently published by Kaz i mierz the peasants and that Mao achiev- sec ond world as we l l a s t ~!
5

e v!~ 
Mi jal, General Secretary of the ed ~ tremendous victory by in- · sharpening contradi ct i on s between 
Polish Communist Party , ent i tled tegrating this into the concrete the US and tne Sovi et Un i on. The 
"Long Live Mao TseTung Though.t". practice of the Chi nese revolu- article rejects as incorrect the 
Written in commemoration of the tion. vi ew that using these contradiC'-
first anniversary of the passing ticn~ means "re lying on one im-
of Chairman Mao, this article Third, Mijal's statement points perialist J?OWer against another. " 
puts forward a strong defense of ·out that the socialist camp dis- The article repudiates falla-
_the theory of three worlds • integrated. with the degeneration cies sucl:i as the theory of three 

This statement is important 
because as Huang Hua, represent
ative of the Peoples Republic 
of cnina to the UN, stated in 
his speech of Sept. 29, 1977, we 
are in a new historic period. 
This new period demands a new 
disposition of forces and a new 
strategic plan for the direction 
of the main blow against the 
principle enemy o f the revolution . 
It is only on the basis of Chair
man Mao's penetrating analysis of 
three worlds that the new period-
the ·period of international 
struggle against superpower hege
monism -- can be grasped. -While 
it is the third world which is 
the main force in the -internation
al struggle against hegemonism, 
the leadin~ role must be played 
by the socialist countries and 
the worldwide revolutionary pro-
letariat. ' 

With its statement in support 
of Mao's three wo rld theory, the 
•Polish CP, an underground commu
nist party of a second world coun
try WHler the dominatioi of · 
Soviet social imperialism, dis
plays the necessary theoretical 
preparation to play this leading 
role and gives impetus and in
spiration to 'the worldwide 
revolutionary struggle against 
superpower hegemonism and im
perialism. 

Mijal's statement of unity 
with Mao ' s tneo ry is broken down 
into several parts. First, that 
Mao's theory utilizes the class
ical Marxist Leninist method to 
illus trate the i nterrelati ons 
and interconnections of the fund
amen tal contradictions that char
a c t eri ze the present day world. 
I t i s Mao's theory ba 5ed OP a 
c oncrete analysis of concrete 
c onqi t i ons that provides u s wi th 
a s trateg i c orientat i on f or i n
ternat i onal class strugg le. 

Se cond, ~hat Mao Tse Tung 
· Tnought f urt her developed Mar :{
i sm by integrating the prole-
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of the ~oviet Union into a s ocial worlds "has deviated from a 
imperia l ist power . The article class analysis." It points out 
points out how it was China, a that the cr.itics of this theory 
socialist country and a develop- "profess in words' their loyalty 
ing country, and as such a coun- to Marxist-Leninist teachings and 
try of tne third world, that proletarian internationalism, 
picked up the banner of M-L but when they make an analysis of 
thrown away by. the Krushchev- the problem, they totally dis-
Brezhnev revis ~onist clique. regard the crµx of the matter 

they are facing." As a result, 
no matter what their intention 
is and at t .imes even · contrary 

In part four, the article 
praises the contributions o f the 
Chinese working class led by 
Chairman Mao and the Chinese CP 
to the . strugg_le of the interna
tio nal proletariat, especially 
its exposure of . modern revision
ism in the Soviet Union, thus 
defending Marxism-Leninism, soc
ialism, and the theory of the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 
In this part, the article also 
speaks to the importance of t~e 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revo
lution, and China's internation
alist aid to the revolutionary 
peoples and countries of the 
third world. 

In parts five and six, Mijal 
speaks to the fundamental con
tradictions that characterize 
the world today. He explains 
how it is the exploitation of 
the third world that is the 
source of super-profits for us 
imperialism and Soviet social 
i mperialism. The third world 
is also the weakest link in the 
chain of politics of imperialism, 
colonialism, and the hegemonism 
of the two -superpowers. As such 
it is the thi rd world which is 
"chiefly the sc~ne of world revo
lutionary storms." It i s the 
two superpowe rs who fo r m the fi r st 

· world and pose t he gre atest 
danger to a ll third world coun
tries a nd ma nkind a s a whole . 

Thi s s e ction also state s that 
i n the ir pu r s uit fo r hegemo n y , 
the s upe r powers no t o n ly wa nt 
t o bri ng the t h i rd wo r ld unde r 
their c ont rol, bu t t he deve l o pe d 
countries of the second wo r ld 
as we ll . Thus i n the s trugg l e 
a gainst he gemo n i sm the t h i r d 
wor l d mu s t ma J< e use o f the con-

to their will, they are defending 
the position of Russian social 
imperialism objectively . " 

In this section, the arti cle 
also says that although the con
tradiction between capitalist 
countries and socialist: countries 
is very important, it is incorrec 
to assert that this contradi ction · 
is more important than all others. 
This is in fact the line of the 
Soviet revisionist leadership . 

In the last part of . the arti
cle , Mijal writes about the van
guard role played by the Chinese 
CP in the international workers 
movement . It also ooints out the 
great importance of- t he success 
scored by the Central Committee ·. 
of the CCP headed by Comrade Hua 
Kuo-Feng in smashing the "gang 
of four." 

- rhe Polish CP's comprehensive 
analysis of the three world the-

_ory i s a significant contribution 
to the repudiation of the current 
attack on Mao TseTung Thought, 
and to building the world wide 
united front against superpower 
hegemonism. As a component part 
o f the united front aga i nst imp
er i al ism a l l commun i sts have a 
r e spons i bil ity t o strive t o play 
a l eading ro l e i n this gre a t 
histor i c t ask. This deb a t e i s 
of critic al i mportance fo r t he 
U.S. communis t moveme n t as we 
conti nu e t o prepar e the condi 
t ions f o r the forma t ion of a 
genu i n e v ang uard party i n thi s 
co un t ry d r awi ng sharp and clear 
l i nes b etween Ma rx ism-Le n i ni s m 
and opportunism . 

level, t o keep t he mines open with 
police protecting strike oreakers 
and arresting s t rikers. However, 
because coal is such an important 
part of the bourgeoisie's prepara 
tion s for war , we can expect the 
state to take up a more active de
fe ns e of the capitalists' interests 
in a long coal strike . 

MI LLER'S TREAC HE RY EXPOSE D 

Tn e cooperation of the t rade 
union bureaucra t s l i k e Mi lle r i s 
espec i ally impo r tant to the bour 
geoisie in this period of i mperial
i st crisis and of f ensive agai ns t 
the working cla ss. The past t wo 
weeks h ave f u rt her e xposed Miller 
as a servan t of the mine own e r s . 

I ~ thi s s tr i ke , the mine worke r s 
are con t inui ng thei r s t rong tra d i 
tion of "No Contract, No Wo r k " a nd 
of wag i ng mi l itant strike ba t t l e s 
f or the ir intere s ts . Th ey went ·o ut 
two weeks ago while f a c ing p r o spe c-ts 
of a long s trike thi s winte r and 
the treachery of t he bur ea ucra ts 
heading up t he i r union. In contras: 
to the mi litancy of t h e miners , 

, Mi ller c a l led t he strike a "sor row" 
beca us e it "will br in g hard s h ips 
and human tragedy " to t he miners . 
Th is is b e c a use under hi s leaders~ip 
not o n ly i s t here no strike f und , 
but the un ion , wh ich joint ly admi n
iste rs the UMW Hea l th a nd Pension 
Funds wi th t he coa l operators, 
ag r eed t o cut oft al l he a l t h b e ne 
f i t s a nd reduce pe nsion s d u r ing t he 
stri ke . 

Hi s t r eachery i s now s howing up 
in the cont r ac t n egot idtion s . By 
the 13th of Decembe r, the tlCOA and 
the UMW ha d r eache d a t e ntat i ve 
ag r eeme nt o n the q uestion o f the 
right to strike . Mi l l e r was al 
ready a greein g to drop his we ll 
publ i cized de ma nd f or a clause in 
the c ontract guarante eing the right 
of union l ocals to s trike o ve r 
l ocal issues. He i s also agreeing 
to ass essing a penalty of $2l 
a gains t each mine r for each day of 
unexcus e d a b sence ( i nclud ing wild
cats), the mo ney going to make up 
losses in t h e health and pens i on 
f unds . Th is concession ·b y Miller 
no t only wo uld force the workers 
to make up f o r l o s ses to t he b e ne 
f it funds instead o f the companies , 
i t a lso indi c a t e s t hat he will 
continue t o s upport the connection 
between p r oduction a nd those funds 
~hich in itselt i s an a ttack on 
the miners' right to strike. The 
only so-called concess i ons made so 
far by the BCOA have b e en to r.e
duce the ·amount of penalties and 
to no!:' in~ist on an explicit no
str\ke clause in the contract. 

Furthering his betrayal of the 
rank and file, Miller has also 
agreed to the principle of summary 
firing of a miner who spreads 
walkouts over local disputes to 
other.mines by roving picketing. 
The coal operator s want t~is 
clause becaus~ in the past year 
the courts have refused to stop 
wildcats with contempt citations, 
injun9tions and damages claims a
gainst the union. The courts base 
their refusal on the Buffalo Forge 
Co. vs. the United Stee lworkers 
case of July 1976 i n which the 
Supreme Court ruled that "sympathy 
strikes" cannot be enjoined unless 
specifically forbidden by union 
contracts . The dist r ict courts 
have held that wildcat strikes at· 
coal mines shut down by pickets 
from another mine where the actual 
dispute took place are ~ympathy 
strikes. Therefore, the BCOA 
wants a specif i c clause in the con· 
tract and Miller is wi ll i ng to 
help them in trying to break the 
miners solidarity in striking to 
support struggles at other mines. 

Miller has 1 lso been willing to 
help the . coal operators b r ea~ the 
miners fi~hting unity b y keeping · 
most of the Western mines unorgan
ized. Difficulti e s i n stoppi ng 
production in this strike have 
come primarily in the West--espec 
ially ~n th7 newer vast stripmining 
operations in Montana and Wyoming. 
As part of Cart er ' s e nergy p l ans 
to greatly inc rease coa l produc
t i on, the capital i sts plan great
er rel i a nce on the Western coal 
f i elds- - expec t ing coa l mi ne s 
in the West t o outstrip p r o d uction 
in the East producing nea r ly 
53% o f t he nation' s coal bv 1985. 
Keeping the . mines unorganized is 
part of t he operators ' plans to 
weaken resistance to their efforcs 
t o i n crease production by squeez- · 
ing mo re work out of e ach miner . 
Mi l l er has r e fused t o chal l e nge 
the coal operators and to mount 
a campaign to organ ize t he We s tern 
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SOMALIA KICKS OUT SOVIET SOCIAL IMPERIALISTS 
On November 13, Somali Minister 

of Information and National Gui 
dance, Kassan Salad Hassan made 
p ub lic Somalia's intent i on to ab
r ogate its "Treaty of Friendship" 
with the Soviet Union . In con
j unction with this move , the 
Somali government a lso ordered the 
immediate withdrawal of all Soviet 
military installations , mili ta ry 
and civil experts, and a reduction 
in the• number of diplomats and 
staff of the Soviet embassy. 

Mass support for this move was 
demonstrated the nex t day as over 
100 , 000 workers , peasants , s~u-
4ents and people of other strata 

,llied in the streets of Ma~aa xs 
~ogadishu , the capital city of 
So ma li, and shouted, "Down with 
the Russians" and "No Russian and 
Cuban interference in the Horn of 
Africa" . As an officia l of the 
Somali foreign ministry stated , 
"We have long anticipated ·i:his 
cecision. We expelled the western 
colonialists and soon we found 
the Russians are iust the same ." 

'l'his action was a demonstrat i on 
the staunch determination of 

~he Somali people to safeguard 
their state sovereignty , defend 
national independence and oppose 
superpower interference . It was 
also a reflection of a new awak 
ening of African states and 
peoples to t he real intentions 
and motivations of Soviet social
imperialism as it strugg les with 
US imperialism for hegemonism. 

In order to be able to contend 
th the United States for hege

mony in the Indian Ocean, social 
imperialism first began to thro w 
it s weight a~ound i n the Horn of 
Africa (countries at the north
eas t ern tip of Africa at the 
juncture of the Red Sea and the 
Indian Ocean) {n the 1960's~ At 
that time, all of Africa was in 
the process of shaking itself 
l oose from western colonialism and 
neo-coloniali s m. The socia l 
imperialists , entering behind a 
banner of internationalism and 

The Soviet Union and the United 
States are making a deal on the 
Indian Ocean behind the backs of 
the countries in 'that region. 
Twice this year they had talks, 
first in Moscow in June and then 
in Washington in September, and 
now it is revealed that the two 
are going to have a third round of 
talks this month i n Berne, Swit
zerland, .as the venue to restrict 
the{r naval activities in that 
ocean. 

Back in 1971, at its 26th ses
sion, the U.N. General Assembly 
adopted a resolution on Oeclara
tion of the Indian Ocean as a Zone 
of Peace by 61 votes, the majority 
of these being cast by third world 
countries. The resolution stipula
ted "eliminating from the India·n 
Ocean all bases, military installa
tions, _logistical supply facili
ties, the disposition of nuclear 
weapons and weapons of mass des
truction and any manifestation of 
great power military presence in 
the Indian Ocean conceived in the 
context of great power rivalry." 
This resolution was submitted in 
view of the . fact that contention 
between the two superoowers was 
sharpening in that . oc~an. In Aug
ust last year, the 5th Non-Aligned 
Summit Conference adopted a poli-

ical peclaration calling on non
Jligned states in the Indian Ocean 
region and other littoral and hin
terland states of the ocean to con-· 
vene a conference to aiscuss the 
implementation of the U.N. General 
Assembly resolution on the Indian 
Ocean peace zone. OJ\November 18 
this year, the First Committee of 
tne U.N. General Assembly also pas
sed a resolution urgfng the big 

·ewers . to join the countries i~ 
. he Indian Ocean region in imple

menting the above resolution. 

MINERS FROM P .. -;_ 

. MINERS STRIKE 
minei;. 'rhua he nas weakened the 
struggle of the miners, helping 
the bourgeoisie to divide the 
class, now tryi ng to use the non
union miners as strike breake rs . 

Mil ler, like all trade union 
bureaucrats, is cooperating with 
the capitalists, acting o ut his 
c lass collaborationist ideology 
wh ich falsely claims that t ne i n 
terests of the wo rkers lie with 
the interests of the capitalists . 
Instead of supporting strikes as 
o ne of t he essential me'thods of 
strugg l e, he tri es to smooth over 
the antagonistic diffe r e nces be
tween the bourgeoisi e and prolctar~ 
ian classes . The current serike 
is only the latest example of the 
way the mine workers have hi s tor-

promising aid for the just strug 
gle against western imperialism , 
were successful in making a 
s i g ni ficant penetration into 
Africa . But , the people of Africa 
are now beg inning to see the 
correctness of Lenin's warning 
made long ago to the oppressed 
nations a nd peoples of all colo
nie s to be vigilant against the 

weaker positi~n . For e xample, 
from the Indian Ocea n, an Inter
media t e Range Ballistic Missile 
fired from a nuclear submarine 
can _hit any target in Europe , the 
Sovie t Union , Asia , or Africa . 
This is the only place in the 
world where this is possible . Also 
as a gate to the Indian Oce an, the 
Horn of Africa has a particular 

Soviet dircraft freely us ed 
Somalia' s airfields in order to 
keep the region adjacent to the 
Indian Ocean under observation . 
These infringements into Somali a ' s 
sovere ignty led to growing 
resentment among the Somali people . 

These bold actions , character
istic of the aggressive "up-start" 
intent on overthrowing "the king 
o n the hil l", culminated in a 
recent proposal to found a pro
Soviet "confederation" of the 

_ -n:iese two articles belaw expose the recent superp:::,wer meddling in the Horn 
':f Africa ~ a struggle for. hegerrony over thE.: str.:..tegically irrportant region of 
i:he Ind.i.an ucecU1. In the first _article we see haw the Soviet social irrperialists 
who entered the area behind the banner of "internationalism" and the promise of 
"aid" has naw resorted to coercive bullying in an attmpet to force Somalia to 
submit to its aims . And , we see haw the =urageous resistence of the Somalian 
people has turned them back. 

I n the se=nd article , a re-print from PEKING REVIEW 50 , we see how the hege
HDnist aims for the Indian Ocean region by both superp:::,wers are being resisted 
by the third world as a whole . This is another roncrete exarrpl e of haw the third 
world acts as the main force in the struggle against superp:::,wer hegerronism. 

· states in the Horn of Africa . 

tactics employeJ by imperialism . im~ortance to the socia l imperi
He said, " the struggl~ for national · alists as the only way to deploy 
liberation against the imperialist ~he i r naval ~orces from home ports 
powers may, under certain condi - in the Black sea into the Indian 

This confederation , which wo uld 
have only served the interests of 
Soviet hegemonism, was immediately 
r ejected by Somalia. This rejec
tion was a bold stand against 
Soviet hegemonism , and the new 
tsars of the Kremlin responded by 
attempting to bring Somalia to its 
knees through coercion. The main 
tactic of the socia l imperialists 
was t o make use of disputes a nd 
differences between Somalia and 
Ethiopia left over by the l egacy 
of western colonialism . Sowing 
dissension , sending in great quan
ities of sophisticated arms and 
military equipment and large num
bers of Cuban military pe rsonnel, 
t he Soviet Union aggravated inter
nal contradi c tions of the area -in 
a way that serves their own 
imperialist aims. 

tions , be utilized by anothe r Ocean . 
~grea t ' power for its own , equally In recent years , the sharpening 
i mperialist aims ." (Th e Socialis t contradiction between the super-
Revolution and The Right of powers as they struggle for hege-
Nations to Self- Determination) monism has been ref lected in 

The particular imperialist aims stepped up activity b y the soviet 
of the Soviet Union in the Horn Union in Somal i a. They have put 
of Af rica are muiti - faceted . For up shi p r epair facilities , a naval 
example, the area is rich in communications center, barracks, 
natural resources. However, its oi l storag e , airfie l as , etc.in 
primary importance to the super- order t o s t e ngthen their expan-
powers seeking world hegemony is sion i st capabilit ies in the Indian 
its strategic geographical loca- Ocean regio n . All this wus done 
tion. It is the only sea link be- under t he pretext of " friendship 
tween Europe and Asia . Wi t h and c o ~~erat ion" and "military 
respect to superpower ambit ions assistance " . But, the social 

It was this act i on b y the 

in Europe , the Horn of Africa i mperialists began to blatantly 
adjoins the Arab countries which expose the real aims and intentions 
which constitute the Eurooean of this " aid" after ~he Somali -

Soviet Union, clearly exposing the 
real intentions and aims of social 
imperialism, that led Somalia to 
abrogate its "Treaty of Friendsh i p" 
w~th the Soviet Union. This just 
action by the Somali people shows 
that even small and weak countries , 
if they dare to struggle, - can 

oil lifeline . But , the g~eatest Soviet "Friendship Treaty " in 1974. 
strategic geographi ca l importance Soviet vessels operating in the 
of the Horn of Africa is that it Indian Ocean began to sail in and 
is a gate t .o the 600 million out of Somali ports at will to 
square mile Indian Ocean . Mili - replenish supplies and carry out 
tarily, a presen ce in the Indian r 7pairs. The Sovie t navy ' s long 
Ocean is critical to both super- distance communications s ys tem 
powers. If a superpower were t o in Somalia became t he nerve center 
control the Indian Ocean , it of its activities in the Red s ea , 
would put the other in a much Persian Gulf, and Indian ocean. 

SOVIET-US BEHI_ND-THE-s-cENES 
DEALING OYER THE INDIIN OCEAN. 

lioweve_r, disregardipg the aspi- there is no question of dismantl·· 
rations of.- the third world coun- ing. 'l'hird, the so-called "no new 
tri·es, the two superpowers hE!"ld military bases should be estab-
talks on the Indian ocean without lished" is sheer hypocrisy. If 
consulting the states in the reg- tne Soviet Union really has no such 
ion. This new tactic employed by -intention in the Indian Ocean, why 
the Sovie t and u. s. hegemonists in did it recently send "high-ranking 
their intensified contention in diplomats," "a fishery delegation, " 
that ocean stands in direct opposi- "TASS correspondents" and a "scien
tion to the u.N. resolution on the tific survey ship" to the Maldives, 
Indian ocean as a peace zone. and request the lease, reportedly 

It is obvious to all that the at a huge price, of the base on 
. two superpowers are the main obsta- ·· Gan Island? These facts completely 
cle to the establishment of the lay bare Moscow's hypocritical 
peace zone. Their attitude is "sympathy" for setting up the 
sharply opposed to the proposal of Indian Ocean peace zone and show 
the third world countries. The - that it is the most dangerous 
Soviets mouth "sympathy" · for the . enemy in undermining securi·ty in 
proposal while grossly undermining the region. 
it in practice. In his speech at The U.S. formula for the Decem-
the U. N. General Assembly on Sep-_ , ber talks in Berne, as reported:, is 
tember 27, A.A. Gromyko said that to "stablize" the balance of naval 
the fundamental prerequisite for strength of both parties in the 
tne declaration of the Indian Indian . Ocean. This is part of the 
Ocean as a zone of peace is dis- "pa£=kage dea:j." the United States 
mantlement of the existing foreign recently proposed to the Soviet 
military bases in the region and Union. To "stabilize" the balance 
forbiddance to build new ones. of military strength of the two 
These grandiose words· do not bear sides in the Indian Ocean--what 
careful scrutiny. First, the does it mean? It means that the 
Soviet Union makes no mention of United States will not demand ·the 
eliminating foreign military pre- removal of the Soviet military 
sence, which means that its naval presence and military bases and, 
squadron regularly stationed th~re of course, the United States 
will hang on and th~t its "mili- expects it will not be asked to do 

_tary presence" will continue to so either . This is a hoax the two 
exoand and no one can check it . are playing at "balance of 

stand up to Sov iet aggression , 
interference, and bullying. It is 
this type of courageous resis tance, 
wh ich wins the s upport of people 
at home and abroad, that will 
bufld the united struggle of the 
world's people against hegemonism. 

So~iet-US contention for hege
mony in the Indian Ocean is of ma
jor strategic signi ficance to their 
overall contention for world hege
mo~ y .. For either of them, the neg- . 
otiations for limiting their naval 
strength in the Indian Ocean arc 
merely a device to tie the other's 
hands and gain supremancy for itself 
in the Indian Ocean. This has noth
ing to do at all with establishing 
the India,1 Ocean peace zone and is 
diametrically opposed to the secur
ity of the people livin~ ·in the 
region. · 

Not long ago, the Somali govern
ment forced the Soviet Union to re
move all its military installations 
and military experts on Somali ter
ritory and territorial waters. This 
is an indication of the new awaken- · 
ing of the people in the Indian Oc
ean region. The establishment ot 
the Indian Ocean peace zone dcpertds 
on the united strength ·of the third 
worl_d .countries which have become th 
main force in the struggle against 
imp7rialism, colonialism and hege
monism. Gone are the days when a few 
imperialist powers could behind 
closed doors mark out spheres of in
fluence, carve up weak or small coun
tries -or violate their interests. 
The Soviet Union and he United 
States, both non-Indian countries, 
c~n never fool anyone nor can they 
s _ucceed. in making shady deals on 
tne Indian Ocean behind the backs of 
the thira world countries in that 
region. As the Iranian paper 
Tehran Journal pointed out: "From 
the start, it was quite obvious to 
political analysts that negotia
tions qetween the two superpo~ers second, by aismantling "existing strength . " However, no matter what 

foreign military bases" the Soviets the "balance of strength" between 
refer only to U.S. bases and not tne two is, the security of- the 
their own de facto bases . They people in the Indian Ocean region 
nave all along denied their ,pre- will continue to be seriously · men-
sence, and accordin to tneir logic aced. 

· on the future of Indian Ocean se~u
rity and stability· would ultimate
ly prove to be a classic case of 
'preposterous diplo~cy.'" 

ically used the weapon of the 
strike to fiaht for their inter
ests. When Miller and other bur
eaucrats hav e refused to fight for 
thcm, - they have used the wildcat 
to fight on their own. But as 
long as Miller and o the r social 
props of the bourgeois ie control 
the unions, the miners ' right to 
s trike is f Jndamentally undermined, 
for it is Lhose l eaders who contro l 
the union's machi nery alld fun d ::. 
and who repre sent the union a t 
negotiations . Therefore , along 

'with struggling against thr; coal 
•operators tu defend the ir right 
to strike, the miners must drive 
the opportunists like Miller out 
of the lea dership of the ir un ions, 
re p lacin~ the m with class 
conscious leadership. 

The bo urgeoisie, motivated by 
t he pre~sures uf the deepeni ng 

.. 

crisis of imperialism and the ' 
necessity to prepare for imperi
al i st war, is intensifying its 
~ttacks on the right to striki . and 
on trade unions as the mass organ
izations of the working class. 
The growing resistance of "the 
working cla3s makes it even more 
important that the class conscious 
proletariat and the c ommuni s t 
movement seriously take up the 
quest~on of the s ignificance of 
strikes , lhe methods of conducting 
them, an d the tasks of the 
communists participating in the m. 

The mi ners str-ike has demon
s trated t he st"rength of workers 
when lhey un ite a nd refuse to 

· continue producing for th8 capita
lists. Every strike reminds both 
t he work~~ s ~n d ~he c apitalis t s 
t hat the machi nery of production 
depends o n the labor of the work
i11g class and that toqether they 

have the power . to wage effective 
struggle against the capitalists. 
Thus the miners strike is a tre
mendous example for the whole 
wor~ing class and can helij to 
raise the class consciousness that• 
the entire proletariat must unite 
to fight the e nti re capitalist 
class. WiLh the leadership of a 
vanguard communist party, the 
spontaneous strike movement of 
the working class will play ~n es
sential part in the political strug
gle to overthrow the bourqeoisie. 
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CAIRO PEACE TALKS 
Ml DEAST FROM P .l 

of Gaza a n d the West Bank . At 
t hi s poin t a ll t he subst a nt ive 
a greeme nts would alre ady h ave 
b een wo rked out. The f ina l s t ep , 
essent ially ratificati o n o f the 
agreements, would be done a t 
Geneva and include the USSR an d 
S y r ia , and other Arab c o untries 
that wi she d t o b e i ncl uded. In
clude d i n the s peculatio n s ove r 
what suc h a n a g reeme nt wo ul d 
e n t ai l, is a n Is rae l i p r oposal 
f o r t he West Bank to bec ome a 
d e -mili t arized zon e with s ome 
po litical links to Jorda n and 
ooen economi c ties with Israel. 
Thi s coincides with a plan p u t 
forward two months ago b y Brzez 
ins ki. 

The intent of t h e US i mperialists 
is clear . They are hoping , by 
extending t h e Cairo ta l ks , to 
have the time to foment further 
divisions among the Arab countries 
and force them one by one to come 
to the negotiating table. On 
this basis they hope to reac h a 
settlement that guarantees them 
a role in affairs of the Middle 

East, t hat guarantees the s ecur
ity of Israel a nd underc uts the 
rights of t h e Palestinian peoole 
t o rega i n control over t heir· 
h istorica l h ome l and . They are 
see king t o e s t a bli s h the ir h ege
mo ny in t h e Middl e East to the 
detrime nt of t h e USSR's influence 
i n the region. 

Th e USS R i s we l l a wa r e o f t h e 
amb i tions of its r ival a n d has 
been c o rno la i n ing a b o ut t h e rec ent 
developme nt s . The Soviet social 
i mperialists are worried that 
t h e i r pos ition as joint "top 
dog " in a Geneva mee t i n g is jeo
pa r di z ed . The US , while doing 
everyth ing it can to gain the 
uppe r h and , is at t empting to 
plac ate t h ese worri~s . Vance 
sta t ed recently , "My j udgernent 
is tha-t the Soviet Union wish es 
to see a comprehensive settlement 
reached in the Middle East , that 
their objective remains a Geneva 
conference. Those objectives are 
shared, I believe, by all of the 
part i es." 

Th e succ ess or failure of the 

CHAVEZ TRIP TO PHILIPPINES 
CHAVEZ FROM P. 1 
working a nd livin g c onditions 
o f the Fi lipin o peo p le hav e 
ser i ously deteriorated. Through
out the RP starv ation i s c learly 
o n tne rise, the country now ' 
ranking 69th of 70 countries in 
r i ce production. -

But in the RP, ,as eve rywhere, 
oppression breeds resistance , The 
vanguard of this resistance is 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) led by its . 
chairman Jose Maria Sison, popu
larly known as Amado Guerrero. 
The activity of the CPP in lead
ing the National Dernoc~atic 
Front (NDF) and New Peoples Army 
(NPA) has won the support of 
Filipino people in all provinces, 
and its influence within the 
workers movement is steadily 
growing. Cnavez's trip was an 
attempt by the imperialists and 
the Marcos regime to divert the 
growing resistance of both the 
Filipino and US . peoples away 
from revolutionary struggle both 
in the RP and here in the U.S. 

It was also designed to stren
gthen tne role of U.S. imper i al
ism in the Philippines and to 
polish the tarnished reactionary 
image of the Marco regime. But 
the trip only served to expose 
Chavez as an international trade 
union bureaucrat acting direct
ly in the interests of the imp
erialists to bolster the trade 
union bureaucrats in the Philip
pines and further divide and 
weaken tne rural proletariat 
in the U.S. While he poses as the 
champion of democratic rights for 
farmworkers in this country, by 
ignoring the just struggles of 
the Filipino -people for tpeir 
democratic rights, Chavez only 
further revealed himself as an 
international labor traitor. 

CHAVEZ-PART OF THE BRIBED STRATA 

With the superprofits the 
imperialists have obtained from 
the gross exploitation of the 
peoples of the third world, 
they have bought off a bribed 
strata of labor aristocrats and 
trade union oureaucrats to go 
among tbe working class and 
spread bourgeois ideology. With 
this ideology they attempt to 
confine the trade union movement 
to the struggle for narrow econ
omic demands compatible with the 
existing capitalist order. At 
tne same time, these op~ortu n i sts 
within our ranks promote the 
role of imperialism th r oug hout 
the world, partic ula rl y the 
third wor ld, the ma in f o r c e in 
cornba tt i ng supe r power hegemo ny. 

Ever since WW II t he t rade 
unio n moveme nt in the · 3rd world 
has p lay an impor tan t r ole in 
t he struggle against imperialism 
a nd neo- colon i a l isrn , especially 
o f the 2 superpowers . At the 
same time , t he trade union 
bureaucrats f r om with in t he super-

powers have t ried t o perpetuate 
nee- colon ial ism in t h e 3rd 
wor ld trad e unio n moveme nt in 
suppor t of imperiali s m. As we 
pointed o u t i n o u r a rticle 
''Trad e Un i ons and Nat ional Libera
tion (THE COMMUNIST, V. III,

0

#13 ) 
t he AFL- CIO wo rk ing wi t h the CIA 
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has bee n a ctive t hroug hout 
Africa a nd Latin America . Cha 
vez's trip must b e s een in this 
light-going a s a r epresentative 
of the AFL-Cio · and the t r ade 
u nion burea~cra t s of us i mper i a
lism. At a: t i me when t h e r ole o f 
the US monopoly agricu l trual cap
italists, led by Del Monte, are 
growing stronger than ever, when 
illegal str~kes by all sectors 
of the Filipino proletariat 
are ·on the rise, and when the 
atte~pts of t he 400,000 sugar 
farmworkers are being suppressed 
by rn{litary violence, Chavez's 
trip is well timed. 

CHAVEZ'S IMPERIALIST'S ROLE GROWS 

In response to his visit 
Chavez faced immediate, active 
opposition from i ns i de the UFW 
and from supporters across the 
country. At the national UFW 
convention in August Chavez not 
only refused to recognize criti
cisms of his trip, but he invited 
Blas Ople, labor secretary of the 
RP, to be the keynote speaker! 
Chavez answered his opponents by 
saying, "everything in the Philip
pines is much improved." After 
the convention co-founder Vera 
Cruz resigned from the national 
board of directors saying, "While 
Cesar impresses the public with 

'his concern for democratic pro
cesses, the rights of UFW members 
are suppressed and he legitimizes 
the oppression of the Filipino 
people. " 

When the Anti-Martial Law 
Coalition (AMLC) and Friends of 
the Filipino People (FFP) asked 
for a meeting with Chavez, he 
refused and instead set up a 
debate on conditions in the 
Philippines in Delano on Oct. 
15th. In response Vera Cruz 
and other UFW members, industrial 
workers, students and housewives 
formed the Delano Coalition for 
Democracy in the Philippines 
which picketed the debate. 

During the debate, Chavez 
was confronted with documented 
evidence from the National Coun
cil Of Churches on brutality and 
torture of political prisoners 
in the Phillipines. Chavez's 
response was, "they are not 
a government policy." When 
he was asked about martial law 
outlawing strikes and trade 
union organizing , he said, "The 
60-70 labor lead~rs I talked to 
said questions are resolved o y 
arbitration ... i t's alot better, 
we're making progress." Pro
bably as much as t he UFW, which 
since Chavez b anne,d strikes 3 
years ago hav e loFt mor e t !'lan 
o ne -half o f thei r me mb e rs h i p . 

Histo r i c a lly Chave z nas 
s tood fo r u nprincipled "peace " 
and c l a s s c o l laboration wi t h t h e 
mo no poly capitalist s and their 
s tat e . Not only has he opposed 
the r igh t to strike , i n c l ear 
opposit i on to the sen timents of 
the r ank and file , but i n gen
e r a l he ' s d e n ied the fundame n tal 
r ole o f c lass strugg l e in the 
fa rmworkers figh t fo r t h e i r basic 
democ r a t i c rights . Instead , 
cnave z ' s t ac t ics h ave b een to 
preach non-vio l ence t o t he fa r m
wo r kers ~even in t h e fa c e of 
a rmed a s sault by the growers, 

US imperialists ' schemes in the 
Middle East depends on the actions 
of the Arab and Palestinian 
people . Up to this point the 
US ' &tternpts to draw Arab 
countries in t o t he Cairo t alks 
have fai l ed . King Hussein of 
J ordan reiterate d h is co untry's 
opposition t o joi ning the t a l ks 
wh i l e sta t i ng c l ear l y t h a t it 
was h is "sacr ed duty " to furt her 
s tre n g the n the uni t y of t h e 
Arab ranks . Pre s idnet Hafez a l
As sad of Syr i a , i n reference to 
Va nce ' s upcoming vi s it to his 
country , warned of "vast pres
sures , including t he danger of an 
Israeli aggression that would be 
aimed at liqui dati n g our forces. " 
He expressed the revolutionary 
determination of the Arab people 
to fight against s u perpower in 
terference wh en he declared , 
" Syria will not bargain or kneel 
to pressures under any circum
stance" . 

The two superpowers , wrestling 
for control over the Middle East, 
are presently adopting different 
tactics. Because the US has the 
upper hand it is taking a more 
open stance of contention with 
the USSR and will try to bully 

tearnst~rs , and various agents 
of t h e state . Ra ther than rely 
o n t h e s t rength a n d mili t ancy of 
t he ra nk and f i le, Ch avez preaches 
re l iance o n the bo u rgeois 
state ... the s a me s tate t hat uses 
armed f orce a gainst the f a rm
workers in the fi elds a nd on t h e 
pic ket lin e s! 

EXPOSE REFORMI ST AND REVISIONI ST 
LEADERSHIP WITHIN THE TRADE UNIONS 

Vera Cruz has urged those 
struggling against Chavez to 
work within the UFW and fight to 
make "the farmworkers movemen t a 
part of the world struggle to make 
a better future." We must take 
Vera Cruz's . anti-imperialist 
sent i ments and actions one step 
further to formulate a commun i st 
policy on Chavez's actions. 

the Arab countries into compliance 
with its desires. The USSR , on 
the defensive in this situation 
pleads to the US to remember its 
promise of collusion that charac
terized their Joint Statement and 
p l a n s to co-chair the Geneva 
co n fe r ence , and continues to 
p l ay its false r ole as "defender " 
of Ara b un ity and t h e Pa l es t i n ian 
c ause . 

As the Chinese representative 
t o the UN , Ch en Chu, recently 
stated , " In these circumstances , 
i t is even more important for the 
Pa l estinian and other Arab people 
to sharpen their vigilance , take 
into co nsideration their overall 
interests and eliminate their 
differences for unity against the 
enemy . We believe that the 
Palestinian and other Arab people 
wil l further do away with super
power meddling and interference 
for the general objective of corn
batting Israeli Zionism and super
power hegernonisrn and continue to 
strengthen and consolidate their 
own unity and carry through to 
the end the struggle for the 
recovery of the lost territories 
and the restoration of national 
rig hts ." 

For t h e UFW to become anti 
i mperialist Ch avez and h is allies 
must be dr i ven out once and for 
a l l. For communists and ad
van ced forces the fight for lead
e rship of t h e ' UFW , and t h e t r ade 
un i on movement in g·eneral , means 
st r ikin g the main blow at the 
r eformist a nd revision i s t lead
e rhi p with i n the u n ions. Thi s 
lea dership wi l l b e won o n l y b y 
uniti ng from b elow with the 
masses o f wo rkers a s they struggle 
against the c l a ss colla boration
ist lea dersh i p o f f orce s l i ke 
Chavez. 

OUR RESPONSE - PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM 

At the same t i me, our res ponse 
to Chavez, and similar forces 
such as Sadlowski , is proletar
ian internatio nal i sm. Within 

We must continue to expose Cha- the UFW and all trade unions, 
vez"s class collaboration as typ- we must win the masses to see that 
ical of all social democratic the revolutionary movement of the 
forces in the workers' movement. proletariat here is nothing with-
Chavez, who pictures himself as out firm support for the libera-
an Ameri can Ghandi, uses h i s tion struggles of the oppressed 
proletarian background and spartan nations against imperialism. In 
way of life to cover h i s bourgeo i s the oppress i on of 3rd world 
ideology. While Chavez may not countries like the ·Philippines, 
enjoy the material benefits of the bourgeoisie gets its stength 
superprofits to the degree of a to suppress the revolutionary 
Meaney or Fitzsimmons, h i s role struggle here. At the same time, 
within the trade union nonethe- the revolut i onary struggle against 
less serves the same purpose. As imperialism by the masses i n the 
we pointed out in our article on Philippi nes i ntensifies the 
the Tearnster-UFW agreement last capita list cr i s i s here in the 
spring, Chavez's activity now U.S. creating favorable condi-
serves only to split and weaken tions for our own movement. The 
the initiative of the farmworkers proletarian trade union movement 
attempting to divert i t toward here must be made uncompromising-
bourgeois pacifism and trade ly anti-imperialist. 
unionism. This latest class-
collaborationist action in 
op.en support of US imperialism 
in the RP is merely a continua
tion of his hi~toric class stand. 

As the cri~is of imperialism 
deepens here in the US and 
around the world the bourgeoisie 
will rely more and more on the 
social democratic, reformist, 
and revisionist forces to divert 
the rising resistance and 
international unity of the prole
tariat and oppressed masses. 
These forces, including Chavez, 
Arnold Miller of United Mine
workers, Ed Sadlowski of United 
Steelworkers, and Leon Davis 
of Local 1199 from New York, 
are more dangerous than the open 
reactionaries because they are 

_least exposed, sound militant, 
and continually put forward 
reforms of the c a pital i st s ys tem. 
Now as the two superpowers prepare 
for inter- i mperialist war and 
the r e sistance to their hegemo n y 
i n t h e 3rd world cont i nue s to 
g row, these reformists will 
b e calle d o n to ope nly support 
i mper i al i sm a r ound the world i n 
r eturn for the crumb s t hey have 
g o tten f rom the i mperial i st 
banquet table of superprofits . 

Now more than ever , we must 
resolutely expose within our 
movement any tendency toward 
v~cillation and conciliation with 
such labor traitors as Chavez 
because t h ey appear to be "more 
honest " or more "well inten
tioned " . Remembering Lenin ' s 
warning that " t h e struggle 
against i mperialism is a sham 
without the s t ruggle against 
opportunism " we must take up the 
task pf systematically routing 
out a l l conciliation with opport 
unism . 

The UFW must be firmly linked 
with the struggles of the oppres
sed nations and peoples. Around 
the issue of the Philippines in 
particular the UFW must go beyond 
protesting against martial law, 
which in itself doesn't call 
into question imperialism. We 
must win the masses to active 
support of the New Democratic 
Revolution led by the CPP and its 
army the NPA. The Prepa~atory 
Commission of the NCR has called 
for "unity with all peoples 
fighting imperialism to seek 
support for the Philippine strug
gle." Their 3 tasks guided by 
Chairman Mao "s New Democratic 
:,evolution are: 1. Liberate the 
nation from imperial i sm, feudalism, 
and bureaucrati c capitalism ; 2. 
Unite to o ppose and overthrow the 
US-Marcos Di ctatorshi p; 3. Esta
bl i sh a coal i tion governme nt 
based on a tru l y a e rnocratic 
s y stem of r e p r es e nt~ t i on . 

In a d d it i on t o supporting the 
NOR, we must a l so g i ve o ur 
s u pport t o the s t r u ggl e fo r t h e 
re l ease of Ama do Guerrero, 
cha irman o f the CPP , Bernabe 
Buscayno (Commander Dan t e) h ead 
of t he NPA , Lt. Victor Corpuz of 
the NPA, and former Senator 
Beningno Aquino all being held by 
the Marcos government . (See THE 
COMMUNIST , Vol. IV, no. 3 , Philip
pine Party Chairman Capt ured). 

Only by directly taking up the 
struggle against imperialism will 
we expose Chavez and a l l class 
traitors. It is only on this 
basis that we can build firm 
unity among the farmworkers 
and between them and the oppres
sed nations and peoples of the 
third world . 
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