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Tpe building of M~I"Kist..,.Leninist Partles fr-eed 
of a 11 r e vis i on i E? t t r.e n d s , I' e q u ~ n f:" s t 11 C\ ~ the s e. p a r t i e s 
sbould have' a clear undenstanding of the process by \'Vhich 
t J1 e Communist Parties 9 a n·.e to be des t I' o y e d, as n e :v o 1 u
tionary parties of the worJ<.ing clas$, by reyisionil?rn. 

The Centr>al Committee of the Mar>xistTLeninist 
Organ\sation of Britain is. cuPPently engaged itl the 
ppeparation of a series of Reportp whicn, in their entirety, 
will provide a compr>ehensive analysis of the course of 
development througp which world imperialism succeedf!d 
i n b r i n g i n g ab o u t th e d om i n at i o n 6 f ~ h e I n t e r n ~ q o n a 1 
C9mmupist Move.ment by revfsionism; These, Reports will 
c once n t rate a' hie f I y on the R ey pantie s o { the Soviet Union, 
Germany and' China, In the meantime, we are publishing 
a f uP the I' sec t·i o rt of t h l s ·.a p a I y s j s, 'that de p 1 in g w i ~ 4 t p e 

§ ~ ..Y .§ .El h _ ':Y ~ ..r11 .. .J2 ~rra.;. & §. $.., Q...t.,.....;h~ -~ i! !!t!U.£ 4J. 1.~ t_! !i ~ ~ ~11.~ tJ_g ..!:2l. 
h e 1 d i n 1 9 3' 5 • T h i s C o-n ~rr e s s m a r k e d 'a t urn 1 n g p o i n t i n 
the hi st o'r y· of the tnt e r patio n a I Corn m un i .sf Movement, 1 n 
t nat it was 0 n t h 18 a 11 -l nf~ 0 I' tan~ 0 c cas i 0 n that rev 1 s i 0 n is t 
ideas and concepts, many 9f which were to f·ulfil a 
form at i v e r ~ l e, in ttl 1,3 s y stern a q sit ion (!) ( the f u 11 body of 
m o d e r n :r e· v t' s l o n i s t d o c t :r i n ~ a t t n e h an d s o t N . I< h r u· s h c h o v 
and othe:rs 2l years Jatell at the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU, came to be put foPward openly for the first tirne. 

In o 11 de X' . t hat the c;1 n t ~ ... M a r x i s t - L e Jll i n t s t 
pervel1sjonr qf "united fr'on~ 11 .~_:actiG$ adopted by the 
Seventh World Congress under the leade·r~h~p of t:ne 
r>enegade Georgi Djmitrav may be mol'e fully and thorough
! y g l' a s p e " , w e p u ~ li ~ h 1 l m m e, d i a, ~ e 1 y , to 11 o w i n g ll p o n t_ he 
m a i n R e p o r t, t h e " T h e s e s o 11 U n i t e d F r o n t T a 9 t j c s '' 
adopted una n i m Oll..l s 1 y by· t be Cent n a 1 Com mi t tee of the 
MaPxist.-Leninist O:rganisat:lO-n of BPitain 011 20th F~bi'Ufll'Y 
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The Editorial Cqmniitt:ee, 
M.L,o,a, 
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TJue to diffi8ul~iGs of space, it has not qeen possible to publ js~1 PS.Pt 
two of the "Thought of I'V!ao Tse..:tung" iri thh,j tssu1;3,' Fuhlication of 
this trn(>oPtant concluding' aPticle:r\:dil be given I?Pi1or\ty in a futuPe 
issue. 
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REPORT OF THE; CENTRAL COMI'vliTTEE; OF 
THE MARXIST-LENINl,oStTpRpANlSATION OF 13RITAIN ON 

THa ORIOI~S OF MODE~N RaVISIONISM 
"...--~ r....,..._~--:- ..... -~ "! ... ~~_...~: ..... ,. ~ ~~---~---'.,. 
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RSVISJONJST BETH}\YAf:, AT. THE ;TtJ.,WORLD OO~GR.ESS 
OF 'rf-Jg COMM(,JNitfr IN'fiERNATIONAL 

I 

Tf-IE PERVERSION OF ''UNITE;D FRONT" TACTICS 

THE RO~E OF DII'vliTROV AND POLLITT IN THE 
TRIUMPf,i OF MODERN REVISIONISM 

' ' 

1 

. 1'h;~ su~c<ilsqfu} se\z,ul'e in Japua:ry tq35 by the Pel"isionist fa.ctjon headed 
by MM 'Jlse-tung oftfitl,;qr~owatl:onal maehi(lery and leiiider>shiP PPP~H'F!tua of 
the GQmmW'list PaP.tY;of..Cbina, the JseoQnd mtlst imp~tatlt Communist Paf'tY in 
tbe WJ:Hlld. ;could not ffl·tl: t(), fl.ave significap.t l!'e;percuss'io-os in the intePnattonal 
communist movement. ';['he Chinese delegaqon tQ the ComintePn, m~mdated after> 
Jam.iary 1935 by the faction headed by Mao Tse-tumi: · thr>ew i.n ·its lot witn ~pe 
then concealed ·revisioni~fs who occupied leacfing pos~tions in U~e Executive 
CorrNnittee of the .¢omrnu:nist Inter>natiopal - ~uch figur>es as Cachin, Duclos. 
Mar>ty a·nd 'l'hot>e:;{ of Fflt;~nce~ Foster and BPo\vder of the USA~ Pollltt, Gallagher> 
and &atn[1bell of Br>itainf Lenski of Pol&Pdl I<uusinen of Finland; Pieok and 

I 

Ulbr>icht of Ger>many~ Buck of Canada; Kup of Hungar>Y1 Pr>estes of Bflazil; 
Ibar~i.,·of Spain; iYezhoy of tpe Soviet Uniop;; aad, a@ove all. Dimitr>ov of 
Bulgar~ w;bo ,had of;lgun t-o play a lejid\pg rtole in the Q{')mmun)st Inteflnational 
since htst.anfl;ival; tn Moscow, in· Feol"uany 1934 and whose: Pole wtll· ·be ooqatdered 
later> in tl;l;is Rep(Wt, : .·. 

'j ~ j ·.' : '_· ·, ~ •. • ' • ' . . . ' I. ; 

When the Seventh W6r>ld CoqgN:~ss o'f't;he Communist Inter> national met in 
Mo~cow ip July.August. 1935. undeP the over>atl dir>ectJop of DimitPov whose 
leadePsl1Jp. WCil:3- cQfl;fjrm«:ld by Qi£;> appo,intmept to the new post of Ge.nePal SecPetaPy 
of the Communjst.lptef\p~ti.on~l on Augm~t 212nd,.the '*~ -t:a~:fiic.s·u wbjch .it 
fol1pulate

1

d dev~ated fundamentally, (Pom ~arxist':"Lentpist Pt::>iP,ciPl~~ ang laid 
the {O!J!Jdationff foP f\Je CQIT11plete v~ctory of revisignipfl'l iJJ. the jn~ePnt::-Uonal 
COI]!FTlUnJst movem~nt $f!Bd for> i~s 4~structi<Yn as the, VI)'Q&Y·attd gf ~he wgJ!l¢ 
woPkin& class. 



2 
The Seventh Wor>ld Congr>ess. of the Communist Inter>national is popular>ly 

Ji! 
known as the congr>ess of the "united front" tactics. Th~ tactics of the united 
fr>ont - of seeking t9, unlte,in a<;::tion and Qr>ganisatl.pn~lly~wopkens of var>ying 
political levels and di.ffer>ing political affiliations anound ce'Ptain immediate aims 

- aPe, of cou~~(~'t fu~d;:u~~?~crl FO M.a~r:rr\>;-~~ni.~t~. r>r~fiC~~' '~ ! f ~-

'"We need a unite.d. f.r>ont~ .; .. \1\Te acfo.Pted. the unii:ect r;ont tactics in 
or>deP to help these masses to fight against capital, .• and we shall pur>sue 

these tactics .t?
1 
tqe ~~d1.;.'AV.~ 1J:rei[~P: :'~"!l'J Have>~.a~91 .~{P~.:Much", in: 

"Selected w.~P~~~·~~ 1}j~~~~lP1J~trl_91 ~.o~~?p:.)946f .~!~J?5lr . · 

"United fr>ont tactics occupy an impor>tant place in the tactics of the 
Communist Par>ties throughout the whole pr>e-r>evolutionar>y per>iod as a 
means towandSiacln·e'iving SUd:'Ce'Ss:ain the,st:rmggle' against 1Capital~ towar>c;i~ 
the class mobilisation of the ma§§es apd the exposur>e and isolation of 
the r>efor>mist leader>s." {"The Pr>ogr>amrne of the Communist Inter>natl,onal", 
London: 1932i p.62.(.:63)~ ;: t 

~ . ' l . ' /;. i 't 

The "exposur>e and isolation of the r>efor>mist le~der>s" is an essential 
aim of united fr>ont tactics because thtrse ·re-ader>s of the Social-Democratic 
Par>ties, and their> counterpar>ts in the tr>ade union movement, ar>e l"epresmtatives 
of the capitalist class within the wor>king class movement. because tqey ar>e the 
"labour lieutenants of capital", because they ar>e tr>aitor>s to the wo~king class: 

'jc . 

:~ , ''.9Qil .Men~n~:ri~?~ (i.EK, B~S>E>.~an S9cjat-Gtlmiocr>i:ltic ik.adeX'.s. -:.au. ·~ :_· __ 
like all oppor>tunist, social-chauvinist, Kautskyan tr>ade union leaoers 

· ape noth:itlg more lltOr lasstChan nagentSI Of ttie· 'bOUPgedtS!ie in .tlH~ laifJour 
movement' las we hav.e 'alW'al.-y$ichara¢teri5edH:h-a MerishevikS)ior .ilab9u't> i.• 

lieutenants of the oapttalist lCHass'!~J ~V.Lllienin:i;'?iL~ft,.VIing'' Communism.· 
-a.n:lgfantile Disordtlf.P"'. im "Selected;WOPks",· Voi.1}J(i),. London: 1946; p.93)..i 

· .r.·~: .. ,·,~b~ m~jorit/of.th~ rso~\·~1-bemodf.~tig: l?a~ti~s·-'~ •• have gone o~et' 
l I • i ' r r 1 I -~ r ' ' : • ' : • ' i ; ~ ' . I : : ' , ' ' . ' , ~ (- l '. • . ' . , 1 ', 1 ' ' • : < .. 

l' 
to the sip.e q( their> •r ·: :?our>~~oisie~ agaiq?t .tHe pr>o~~~~P\~t.,. ~·., , , . 
... ,; ~h~.o ;a qumber ,?f ,~~~.t)~}}O[l~ hav~ .~onEfnQve:r ~? the ep~qt:Y~, th~~ p-tus~ 
b,e, na.rnrA, a£.1d ,brande,c:f f7~,Fl"~itpr>~. '' (V 1f.Le?in: "T~~ C~ll?P.$~ of tb,e, , , .... i, 
Secondintet'p~tionaJ'',in: "$ele9ted Wor~s,", Vol.Q;_,LQppon;.1~,341; p~l67-8., ''' '. . 1 ~· '~ . ~ . J ·~ t ' ' ~. ~ ' '1. j ~. " ~ ' ~ ·' 

172). ' 
: J ;, ~· '1 ~ ! '11\ .. . ' { . 

'."The fiir\Ett; eondit•fon..of tnue Communism !ts' PUPtUt'e'Wiib oppoptil.mfstn~· i 
•••• '.'Fhe suffier>ii.ngs;.the.'woolei ofltbe .Oer'man .. ~ol'>ktl}g;·c,lags ha~ 'h~d to: .. _,;.' •d 

endure d.uriing thellortg and w..ea1->y:poat-war'tperiGd''in tl'le'hiist~Y. 0f'·the · ,, 
Ger>man r>evolution ar>e due to the fact that the Get'man patf'ty did :;ibt t• 

~P~~~ ITJ.tr tll.~, ¥~r;wih~~i,kso,.;": tv,.,r.~~Wh~f1 , "The -~~~li_Fp ;9yestto:n":~ ~~ .. 
"S.ele~teq 1VV<;>r>k.~"~~Y.,olu,91y w, ):...o,ndon~ 1946: P;275.) . " .. ''r . , 

i I'P•allties desiring to affiliate td tl<le Communist Intetinatioaal must 1 ' 

r>.~c.:<)gtJ.J!3'.e 'th.e.Lb~~~lt:Y of: e. bomplete a'nd;absa<ltJte· ruettH>e w'tth · ., 
.• t '1, .. ! ' t [ :;' lti ! ; : • 'J 

~. . ~i"Y.:t !Pa.rt:Y v»..at.:desit>e:s to affUiat.e 'to the .co:mm.ti.Dis.t lntei'i'latinnB.l .. _; 
ml'!~t •••.•. }.n ttte ;r~~ unJQns d· ,f~~nt.Qontmunist nuclei.'.~:.. ... The.se .. hucl·e.i __ 
must at evet'y step in their> ever>yday wor>k expose the tr>eachery ofthe 



of the social ... patr>iots. '' (V ,I. Lepin: "The Conditions of Affiliation to 
the Communist Intel"'national, '' iP: lPid.: p.203), 

" ; "Evepyone knowa that Leninism was bovn, gr>ew up and became 
str>ong in lt~ ruthless struggle against oppor>tunism of evel"'y brand~ •.• 

3 

• Tpis cannQt be den~ed even by the outspol<.en epemies of Bolshevism. It 
is an axiom .... , wr~ 

Evelly BolshevJk, lf he is Peally a Solshevik, k.nows thilt lon8 befope 
the wall, apppoximatel¥ in 1903-4, , •• Lepin ·pursued the line dir>ected 
towar>ds r>uptulle, to~llds a spl~t with the oppor>tunists both belle, in the 
Russian Soojal-D~moci>atio Par>ty, and ovell thel"'e~ in the Second lntel"'
nati(,)nal. , .. Ever>y Bolsbev~k know$ tha~ it was for that yelly r>e~son that 
even at that time (1903 .. 5) the Bolsqeviks won for> tpernselves in the llanks 
of the oppor>tunists of the Second !ntet'national honOlll"'able fame as 
'splitter>s' and 'disr>uptops' .... 

Did not the Bolsheviks fight it ol!tt··with the oppol"'tunists •.• as no 
othell Left gnoup fougbt·thfllll apywpere in the wollld. ''?(J. V. Stalin: "Some 
Qyestions concellning the Histo!"y of Bolshevism", in: "Leninism". London 
1942: p,389, 397), ' 

"'Socialist' rc;tfor>mism, the princiP?l enemy of Peyolutionary 
Communism in the labour> movement •. , has a bP.oad opganisational base 
~n the social-demo~:rt>atic ppr>tiesand through these in the llefor>mist tr>ade 
unions. , ••. 

All the above ... mentioned temdencies, being constituen~ parts of 
'socialist' reformism, ar>e agencies of the imperialist bour>geo.tsie 
within th~ wor>king class itself." (''The PPogr>amme of the Communist 
Inter>nadonpl ";-London~ 1932~ p.5.2, e{51. 

As long ago as 1924, Stalin~ Pointing ou~ the essenti~l role of SoctaJ
Democr>acy in 'l;>repsu"!ng the waf for fasctsfll~ char>acter>is~d Social-Oemocr>acy 
as "obj~S?tivelx the, moder>ate wini of, fa~?ism "! 

11 F;;tsclsrn is the bourgeoisie's figbting O('gantsation that reHes on the 
~ctive suppor~ ot Sqctal-Democllacy. Social-Democr>acy is objacuvely 
the moderate wing of fascism. , ••. These or>ganisations (i~e·~ fascist and 
Social-Democr>atic - Ed.) do not negate, but supplemen~ each olher. They 
are not antipodes, bu~ twips''. (J,V. Stalin: ~'Concepning ~e ln~c:lr>~tionfill 
Sit~atton", in: ~wor~s". Volume 6; Moscow; 1953; p,294). 

Th,e Theses of tpe Sixtn World Congress of the Communist IntevnatipnaJ, 
peld in Moscow in .;July I August 1928. held t;pat tne leader>ships of the Social
Derpocr>l3tic Pallties,' and ~heil"' coun~erparts in tpe leaqe('ship of t;he lleformist 
tr>ade unions, had .de,genenated even fur~her> in their pol~ of. ~lackeys of: ~be 
capitalist class'', SO tpat tqe Stl"'ugsle SSSii},St tOE(Se OPSgfli~~~iOPf? Oll:)St ,be 
intenstfi ed: 

I 4, I 

''In view of the intensified truatification of industny, the tendencies 
towar>ds State oapitialisrn. the gr>afting of the ('efol"mist unions witq the 
organisations of the State and ti'lusts. and in view of the new~ thor>oughly 
boul"'geois and actively imper>ialist ideology of So~tal Democracy, the 
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'str>uggl.e against the 'b6ur>geois Labour> Par>ty' must be intensified." 
("Inter>national Pr>ess Cor>r>esponq;ence'~. Volume 8; November> £3r>d, 1928; 
p.l573). . 

. .This. declar>ed the Theses. made mor>e necet;>sar>y than ever> the di~fer>ent-
lati•on betwee·n the "sincer>e but mistaken" r>ank and fila wor>king class member>s 

of these or>ganisations and their> tr>eacher>ous leader>s, and made mof'e•impor>tant 
than ever. the tactics of vvor>king for> a united fr>ont fr>om:below: 

"The intensification of the· .stt>usgle against Social Democr>acy 
. ' , , ' I· .' . , 

t.f>ansfer>s thy weight of impoi:>tanc~ to th~ u'nited fr>ont'fpom below, but it 
does. not r>eliev'e the Com!iiunists fr>'om the duty of df'a~vfng a distinction 
be't~veen''th'e ·sin'cer>~ ·.but mista'k~n Social Oe~oc.r>a.t\c wor'>ker>s and the 
obsequious Sodal '6~mocr>atic ~~·ad~r>s'br>tngi~g :at th~"feet· o'f imper>ialism, 
On the contr>ar>y, it makes ii moi>e oblig9tor>y for them to, do s<;>." (Jbid.; 
p.l573). ' . . i . 

The Theses adopted by the Eleventh Plenum: .of the Exea.ifive <i::ommittee 
of the Gdr:mmunist Thtet"nBtional,; held in Apr>U 1931. declianed similanly: 

"It is absolutely neces::.;aPy to caPPy on a fier>ce, consistent and all
POUnd struggle sgain:st the Soe:i:a1l-Detnocr>atic :8.nd Reftn,mist leader>s. 
C.Q.nsistent wor>k must: be simultaneously car>ried on :for: winning over> the 

· Social-Democ·vatic workers and member>s· of the nefor>mtst unions; on the 
basis of the tactics of the united fr>ont fr>om below. 11 ("Inter> national Pr>ess 
Cor>respondence'.'~ Volume.}l; 1931; p.416).· . 

Likewise'th~ The~es adopted .bY .the 'Twelfth Plenurri of the Exec~tive 
Cominittee of the Co.mmu.nist International. held

1
i,n September' 1932. dedar>ed: 

. ( . ' . ~- ' ; ' . . ! ' ' ; . ' 

. . ., "~n~y ~Y :s~~ict different~atio~ 
1
b.etweenthe sqcial-:democ~~tic, 

lead,er>s and wor>ker>s will the Comml!-nists be able, by means of the united 
. fi>o~t fpom bei~\v.f'to'b~eak down the' wall which ofte'ri separ>ates'them 

from the social-democr>ati~ wor>kers. i, · (Iniern~tiorial Pre1
ss· eor>r>espond-

ence·"\ Volume 12;.1932~.p.941). ,, , · ·r · i ·, 

~ • . t ' : ' (' . i : . . ' 1 ~ ; • ~ 

·The Theses adopted by the ThiPteenth Plenum of the Executive 'Commit,.. 
; } . ; . . . ' l ~ ; . . ! ; : "': \ . . . ' . -._ : ; J ' ' 

tee. of 'the ~omm'unist Inter>riational, held ln Decembef' 1933, also declar>ed: 
" ' ~ , • { J I . . .: ,- o~ i . • _: • ' J: ~ • , - ; ' ' • 

t ".1For :a United· Pr>orit fr>:om Below: ... , , 
While car>efully eXPosing to.· the masses and· refuting the hypoc.ritical 

a~~ tr>eacher>ous.,sor;:>histries o~ SC?cial-:-?!3mocr>acy._ Fhe Co~~uni~rs must 
wm over> t}le social-clernocr>atic wor>ker>s for> actiye reyolutionar>y. 
str>uggle undeP the ~eaderf;)hip of the' Communist Par>ties. ·•. .. : 

',, · Th~·tr"tlr,i.ekn.th Plenum of thi E7Gbr call~ ~pon ~ll se.~tions of the CI 
Je'r>sistently to fight f~r· 'th~· P~alisati~ti ofa ~nited mil'ftantff'ODt\~ith the 

J ~ ' * 1 ' I ' I i . ·~ J 

social-democrati~ workers - in sptte of'and· against the will of ~he· 
tr>eacherous leader>s of social-democr>acy". ( "Inter>national P r>ess 
Coprespemdence". Volume 14t 1~34; p.12); ... 

The Theses of the Seve~th Wor>ld C~ngr>ess of th
1
e Communist International, 

. ~ . . ' •. "1 ' : • . 1 . ' ~ ; ~ • • • 

held in August 1935 (~even months after> the seizur>e of the or>ganisational 
" ~ 1 f ; ' 

I ~-- --
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machinery and leadership apparatus of the Communist Party of China by the 
rev~sionist faction)leadedi by .Mao Tse-tung) put forwa;I"d, a' "naw·tactical 6'rient
S!t!f!P ",in relation .tQ. yuited f-ront, tactic.s : 

"Ours has 1been a Cdrigvess of a new tacticar·orientatfon for the 
Communist lptePnational~ •. , . 

The• Congress hc~s taken a fi-rm decision that the united front tactics 
must be applied in a new way." (G. Dimit.rov: Speech at Close of Seventh 
Wo.rld Congress, irl: "The tJhited F.ront''; t.ondon; l93g; p.I36, 137) •. 

~ i ! ' - ! ' . ' • 

~his "ne.w ,tactt,cal opient&t_i;(>O !' in rel:~.tion t(i)! ~lted !.root tactics 
cQp.sL9ted.i_n ~of'king fo.r ca. ~nited f.r<>nt witht$odal"1"0§moc.ratic .I?arties; and 

· .ceformjst tr>ade: \.lnionfi', Jhat1 is, for> a. ugt}:es;Lf~on~ from.abov.e with the leadef'
sntps of these organisations: 

, , ,. II 

"The $eveQ~Iil ,CQflgr>ess of tl1,e CQlllrn.unist International declaves 
+hat at th,e PP§sent J;l,istonica! i£ta.ge it it;> tbe m~in and immediate task of 
,tbe inter@tiopal{abPJ.:l;li' -mo:vement to esta2li sh the unitgd tightin&l front 

.. 2{' th~ working clpse-,, •.•• : 
This task makes-, it the duty of the Commu11ist Partiesdtlo tak-e into 

consideration the changed circumstances and to aPPlY the unlted front 
"tactidi:t in a n~w rrl"arlriert. .. . . ' 

With this. as its point of depar>tUrt~. 'the' Seventh Cong.ress oi the 
Communist Inte.rnational enjoins the Comm~nist Pa.rties t'o be gliided by 
'the following instructions when carrying ou~ the united front tactics: •..• 

The Cor'nri·lU~ists .: .. must strive to' secure joint actio'ri with the . . . ' . . ' ; ~ ~ . ' - . . 

Social-Democratic Pa'r>t'ies, r>efo.rmist trade unions and other or>_gan\sa-
:ti;S>;ns gf the toilers .asainst the·:class enewias of the proletariftt, on the 
baeis of short; or long-term aatoeements. '' 1 Resolution; on the ~eport of 
Comrade DimitPov, in: ."Repont of the Seventh World Congress of the 
Communist International: Resolutions": London: 1936; p. 7,8). 

"The.~stabli~hment :<?f ,a united frqnt·with Social~Democratic and 
:. ~efor>mist o.rganisations ( Pi3rty, tra(je unton, co-oper>ative, .spopt and 
, pult~Pal and educa~~onall ••••• ,as well a~ with· mass m:ttional-li-ber~tion, 
Peligious-dempcratic anq.. pacifist organisations., •.• , is of decisiv,e 
lmpor>tance for the strl,Jggle against wa~ and it!3 fascist insti;gators in all 
coupt.ries." (Resolution on the Report of Cde. Erooli (TogliattO; ;in: ibid,; 
p.~). 

The perve.rsion of united front t'actics into' a ''urtited fpont from above" 
wi~h the leadership of a Social-Democratic Party, the rep.resentatives of: the 

• ' . ' . I 

intei'~~t-s of the capitalist class, h¥ been pursued in .the 1920s by a gl"oup of 
f'ignt opportunists then in the Ieade.rship of the Gorornunist Panty ~f Germany, 
headed by Heinr>ich B.randlei": 

. "The Brandler>.->gr>oup - a Rignt..-wing opportunist group ia the 
Communi.st Papty o.f G~~marJ\Y. Withou~· f'egard t() principles, the~Brandler- . 
ites ente.red into collabor>ation with the leaders of Ge,Pman SorciEtl.: 
Democracy and helped to cause the defeat of the German wor>king cJass 
at the time of the revolutionary events in 1923. The Fffth Corrgf\ess of the 
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Com intern (1 C\24) condemned the W>qitulato:ry policy of the Brandler grbup . 
.... In 192C\, Brandler \'.-as expelled from th~ Communist Party. 11 (Note in: 
J. V. :~)talin: "Works", Volume 6- i\/osco'--Y~ 1953~ p,43l-2). 

As the 2xecLti ve Committee of tho Cornmuriis.c International e.xprE;)ssed it 
in its Report to the Fifth Congress of the Comint§r>n i.n June/July 1924: 

' 
"V·Je understood the tactics of the united froqt; as pr<3paPatory work 

for the revolution. But in some places it V·ias mjsinterpreted as the idea 
of substituting the tactics of the revo1ution by peaceful evolutionary 
methods .... Some co_ml:'ades endeavourE;ld to interpret them as a.n alli'anoe 
with .::.:;ocial- Dernoc:rac:y." ("Fifth Congress of the Communist; International", 
London; l924; p,27}. 

As paN of this "united fran~ fr>om above" tactics, J:he Communist Pat'ty of 
Geiimany in Qctober 1923 entered into a coalition government 'vVith ~he Social
Democraric_'Pai'lty in Saxony. This 11 \Vorkers' ·Gove-rnment" 9dopted a counter>
revolutionary stand, taking measures to prevent the arming of the vvonkei'ls~ and 
\·vas disper>sed i'n less than three weeks by imperial troops: 

"Five Social-Democrats and tv ... ·o-ComrfJunlsts entered this govern
ment .... The Communists in this goyernmerit pUPsue.:r the capitulatory 
policy of the BPandleP leadership of the Communist Party of Germany and, 
join.tly vvith the 'Left' :3ocial-D9mocrats, frustratc:;d the arming of the 
proietari~t and the develo~:~ment of the revolution." (N~t(~ to: J. V.Stalin: 
uworiksu,-\rolume 6; Moscovv~ 1953· p.432-33l. 

Drawil'lg attention in 1924 t.o the survival of Soc:;:ial-Democr>Etic ideology in 
the Communist Par>ties in th$ Vle'st, Stalin instanced the perversion of tne "united 
front" tactics in f?axony as an example of this survival: 

''The dapger that ~~iocial- Democt'atic ::;urwi vals in the Communist Parties 
can r>epresent for the r>evolution 'NBS strikingly revealed by the s.ad 
exper>ience of the Wot>kor>s' Government \n Saxony, vvhere the oppor>tunis~ 
le<;!ders tried to convert the idea of a united frtont, as a means for the 
revolutionar¥ rnobjlisation and organisation of the masses, into a means 
for• Social..- Democratic parliamentary combinations. This marked a 
turning point, which operied the eyes of the Pa,rty membership and roused 
them against the opportunist leaders." (J. V.Stalir.: "Concernin$ tile 
Internat~onsl Situatioq". tn: "VVor>ks". Volvme 6~ Moscow~ 1953; p.3Q5). 

Eleven yeat>s late·r, at· the fuventh 'vV orld Congress of the Communist' 
Interna~ional, Dimitrov thr>ew ·aside these vePdiCts and chat'acteri!::;ed ~he forma::.• · 
tion ·of the ·coaHtion government in .Saxony as 

"no mistake in itself; on the contrary. the revolutionary sit\lation 
fully· justified this step. 1' (G. Dimitrov; Main Repor>t Delivered at the 
Seventh \:\1oPld CongPess of the Communist International, in "The United 
Fr>ont"; London 1938; p.'74l. 

CleaJ:'lly, a united fi:>ont between the Communist Parties and the leadepspips 



of ~:;ocial-OemocPatic F'aPties and pcfoi'mtst tPade unions could be logically 
possible under one of thPee conditfons: . . . 

7 

1. If Lenin's analysis cpar>actel;'ising the leaderships of Social-Den-,c..cpat-
ic Parties c::nd refor>rnist ti'ade un\ons as repr>esenting the inter>ests "'f the 
capitafist class, the class enems of ~Q.e \NOI'king clasc-:, had alw~ys been incoPPect; 

2. If Lenin's analysis had been cor'Fept if1 the past, but was 'now no longer 
coPr>ect as a Pesult of changed ciPcUm<.>tances; oP 

3. If Lenin's analysis remained cori'ect, but the lcadci'ships of the 
Communist Parties, by emtwacing revisionisn1, wer>e also coming to Pepresent the 
intei'ests, not of the vvoi'king class but of the CdpipalisL class, the class enemy of 
the \''iOPking class. 

Seeking to pr>esent themselves as ''Leninists", still paying the most ful
some tPibutes to ~:'talin, the I'evisionist directo11s of the Seventh CongPess did 
not attempt to I'epudiate Lenin, ""hUe they could hai'dl y present them sel vcs to the 
delegates openly as I'epi"esentatives of the class enemy of the working class. They 
chose, thei'efoi'e, to present ~he second condition as the bpsis of the "new tactical 
orientation'': 

"This task makes it the duty of Commupist FaPties to take into 
considePation the changed cirqumstai)ces ancl to apply the united front 
tactics in a ne.w manneP," (Resolution on the Reoont of Comrade Dimitrov. 
in: ibid.: p. 7). 

\'Vhat we:Pe these "chonged cittcumstances" ;,.vhich had transformed, or wer>e 
in pr>ocess of trc;msforming, the leader>ships of Social-Democratic Parties and 
Peformist trade unions from representatives of the capitalist class into Pepre
sentati ves of the woP king Class? 

It is_. intePe~ting to note tha~ DimitPov felt it necessary to ttefer to them, 
not in his long main Pe,port, but only in the repl¥ to th ... discussion. 

In the fiPst place, the objective circumstances vvhich wepe forcing section:; 
of the woP king class to be,corne. ~ncreasirmly disillusioned in Social-Democracy 
and its leaders, the objectiv~ cipcumstances which wer>e under>mining the influence 
of Soc}al-Democracy and its leadel"s oveP ~he woPkir,g clqss, were presented as 
cil"cumstances whic;h wene chaniins the char>acter> of Social~DemocJ:lacr and its 

. 'I ' ' I I .. 
leader>s: · · 

.. 
"'I:he cr>isis QpS sever>ely snaken the position of even the most secuPe 

sections of the vvork,ing class, the so ... called aPistoci?acy of l~bouP, which, 
as we know, is t

1
qe main suppont·of .Social-Democracy. These sections, too, 

are t;>eginning more and more tq revise ~heir views as to the expediency of 
th~ policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisie .•.. 

Under> the influence of tt1e lessons learned from ~he defeat of the 
- -

workePs in Germany, Austria and .Snain, a defeat wtlich was lal"gely the 
result of the Social- Dernocrat;ic policY of class collaboration with the 
bourgeoisie, and, on the ot;her hand, under the influence of the victoPy of 
~>oCi&lism in the Soviet Union as a Pesult of Bolshevik ()Olicy and the 
application of PevolutionaPy rvJarxism, the Social- DeJnoc'r'atic •.vOPkers are 
becoming mor>e Pevolutionised and are beginning to turn to the class 
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struggle against the bqupg€?oisie." ( G, Dimit:rov: Speech in Reply to the 
?: 

Discussion 011 D~mitrov's Report at tne Seventh \Vorld Congre&s of ~he 
International, in: "The United Front'': London: 1938: ~,1041. 

-il 

In the second place, the imposjtion of fasctsrr), vvhich seeks to establish a 
polltical mQnOp011( for its own pqn~y, was presento.d ar f factor tending to r>evolu
tionise Social- Democratic Party leaders and reformist trade union officials 
since it thpeatened thejr social position, thei11 liberty &nd even theiP lives: 

"The bourgeoisie in a pt,~mbel" of countries is itself compelled to 
abandon bauPgeois dema~racy and l"esor>t to the ter>ronistic fopm of 
dict<JtOrship, deppivin,g .SociaJ,.-Democpapy not only of its pr>eViOIJS posi~iOn 
in the state system of finance capital, but also, under ~er>tain cand.tiops •. 
of its le,gal statys, per>secuUng and even suppf'essfpg it." !G. DimitPQV~ 
LQ\d,: p,l04), 

These wer>e the factors which DimitPOV put fopwar>d as factors wnicll qad 
tr'lansformed, on were tn ppocesp of tN:nsformirig, the leadersnips of Social
Democr>atjc Parties and pefor>rnist trade upions fr>om r>epr>esentattves of the 
capitnlist class into I1epreseptatives of tqe wor>king classi . . 

!'In a nuf11ber> of countries tj"le position of Sociaf -Democr>acy in th9 
bour>geois stfiite, apd its attitude tm\apds tl1e bour>geoisie, hc.ve been Ullder>
go~g a change, ... 

The combined effect of all these thipg:c, (j.e., qw factor>s depcribed. 
above ~ Ed.) hi3S been to make it ipcPeasingly diffipult, and in som~ 
countr>ies actually imposE;ible, (or> S.ocial-Democpecy to presepve its 
for>mer> Pole of bulvvar>k of tt1e bour>geoisie," (G. DtfTli~r>ov: ibid.~ p.l04). 

Thus. declar>ed DimJtroy, as a pesult of these "chpnge(t circumstanc:e~:r'' it 
is objectively possiole fop the Communist Panties to for111 ~nited fr>onts vdth tpe 
leader~.hips of tne Social-Oemocr>atic Parties and reformjst tnade unions to 
sePve the interests of tqe wor>king class. united fr>onts dir>ep~~d agaim.;t fasch:;m 
and tnp capitalist class: 

"Is it possible to realise this unity of action of t~.e proletc:.roiat ip the 
individual coyptries ano thr>oughQt,lt the wol"ld, Yes, it is. And it is 
possible at tnis vel"y moment. The Cornmunist lpter>national t?~;tts ,n,o 
o~f1di~iorsfor 1.,19it¥ ~(act! on e,xpept .... that tQE( unif¥ ,?f actio~ Qe directed 
2l,S,fli~st fa~<ri?m, §gain1~t, the pff~nsiv~, o(,Pat:iF=}l, ,a~?,!nst Sh~ tryr~~t ?f · 
\VB!J. agq~Qst Ehe c~ass ,enefl1,¥· This is our conqitton •••.• 

The defence of the ~mmedia~e economic and political intepests of the 
WQf'king class, the d~fence of tile wor>king clc:ts& against fascism, must 
for>m the st~=~r:Un~ J;;~Oint an_d main cont~n~ of the united front in au capita
list countnies," (0. Djmitnov: Main Repor>t delivePed at the Sf3vent9 World 
Congress of the Communist ~nternational. in: il;>ld.; p,32, ~5-36), 

Of couPse. the whole inter>natiJnal experj~nce of tna wor~ing chass rnoy.e
ment befone and sirce 1935 establjshes tl12t "vhen rqcial-Democr>atic Panty 
leadcps and their c .1UntePpal'ts ill the refopmist tPade unlons are facecj wi~l4 tqe 
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threat of the loss of theiP mess suppoPt, oP vdth "r>edundancy 11 because the 
capitalist class has come to feel ·!hat their· sePvices ar>e no longer>· necessaqr, 
theiP Pesponse is not to become Pevolutionaries, to desez:-t their> fopmer master's 
and tuPn to the ser>vice of the woPking class, but to adopt new kinds. of demaaog~ 
and to str>ive to sePve theiP capitalist mastePs mor>e deseer>ately, in an effor>t to 
pPove ,that their> sePyices in dec~ivingand di~r>~P~.ing th~ wor>king cl?r>S aPe still 
of value to the capitalist class. 

In fact, a "united fPont" between a Communist PaPty and the leader>sl'lip 
of a Social-DemocPatic Pal"ty is possible onl:t: when the latter> has been satisfied 
that the leader>spip of ·the Communist Pal"tY has disca~ded MaPxism ...-Lertlnisrtl·· 

I 

and the ser>vice of the vvor>king class in or>deP to embPace r>evisionism and the 
., t I 

sePvice of the cap~talist class. 

But· this could net be sai<l openly· anttl ·in just so many wor>ds. To justify 
the "united fr>ont fr>om above", a change in the chaflacteP of Social- Democr>atic 
leader's -and their> counter>par>ts in the r>efor>mist tPade unions had to• b~ postula
ted. 

Pr>eviously , Mar>xist.-Leninists had $tPessed the necessity -of a PuptuPe 
betvyeen the Communist_ Par>t\~s, se.r>vjng the inter:ests of the woPki~g· class, and 
Social-Democr>atic Par>ties Pepr>esenting the intePestp, of tpe capitalist class: 

... •.;, : :· 

. ·~ ' 

, "Ever>yone know;s that Leninism W(;l.s boPn, gr:e~ U,P .and became str·ong 
in its Puthless stP.l,J~gl~ .. against oppoPtunism o{ ever>y bPanq. ~ ... This 
canflot b,e qeni~d- yV.efl tw tqe outspoken en~mies o~ Bolshevism. it is an 
axiom .... 

• 'l • 

Ever>:r,_Bolshevik, if he i.s r.ealy .'tl B?lshev~~~ knows that long befor>e 
the ;war, appPoxin:Iately in 1903-4, wnen the Bolshevik group ~ook shape in 
Russia ..... , Lenin pur>sued the line directed towar>ds a ruptur>e, towaPds a 
split with t9e ppportunists, both hePe~i.q the Russia,n Social-.Democratic 
PaPty, and oveP there, in the S~cond IntePnat;ipn~l. ... Every Bolphevik 
knmvs that it w~s for> that, very ll~ason t)lat even at that tin:~ (1903 ..... 5) the 
Bolsheviks wgn for> themselves ~n ~he, Panl<.s of the opportu_nists of the 
Second IntePnational honouPable fame as 'splittel"'s' and 'disz:-uptoPs'". 

·, '(J. V. Stalin: "Some-QuestiGns Conc~rning che Hist'or>y of Bolshevrsm", in: 
·"Leninism«-, London; 1942; 1}.389). i '' • 

I > , ,t ' ( j . i ' 

But with .t9~ tr>ansf?r>matio~ .of th~ leader>sn~vs ot Social.- Dem ocra~~9, . J 

Par>ties fPom Pepresentati ve9 of the capitalist .class into Pepresentat.i ves of tne. 
WOPking class, d3claPed Dimitr>o\1, this ~POCeSS can be PevePsed: the for>matlon'. 
of a uni~ed fl"ortt between the Communist Partty aqd the Social-DemocPatic PaPty 
in any couritPy tnu'st be seen as' tne· fi.Pst step in the fusion of these twt:t:parties 
into a single pal"'ty of ttie ~or>king class'': · · : · 

. ~ . } .' ... ~ 

"The development of the united !Pont of joint strug~le o~ the Commun-
ist and Social-DemocPatic woPl<.er>s against fascism and the offensive of 

capital like'\vise brings to toe' ·fope th~ quest'ion of political unity, of a 
single political mass party of the X£'OPldng class .... DualitY in leadership 
impedes the fuPther development ·and Peinforcement of the joint Str!uggle: 
of the working class. 
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The inter>ests of tn~ <;lass <;;tr1,1ggle of the proletar-i;at and the success of 
~he ppoletarian revolution make it imperative that ~here oe a single 
ear>t~ of the I;>POletar-iat in each c'6unti'y, . ., The Communist Par>tie~ ., •• 
must d;ml y a~d conf\dentl y take tpe initiative in th\s unification," ( 0. 
Dimitr>ov: ibid.: p.87). .. 

FurthermoPe, because of the transformati.Qn of the leader>ships of the 
.':;.ocial- Democratic Par>ties from representatives of .the capit~list class into 
Pepr>eseQtati ves of ~he \·vor>king plass. a Cornrnunist Par>ty can urge the wor\(ing 
~lass to elect a Social-Democrat\c gov~Imrnent - not in or>den to expose its 

- -
ant~ .. working class char>acteP in office ... O.':lt in l:he knowledge that it can gover>n 
in the interests of the wor>king class: 

"'vVe must tell them (i.e., the masses - Ed.} openly, as did the 
Thil'te~nth Congress of t)'le J?r>lqsh Communist Party,., .. : \;'\Jr e have been 
and are fighting hand in pand wit\1 you for the def~at of the 'Nc;1tional 
Government!, Vve aPe prepar>ed to support your fignt for the fOPITH?tion 
of a new Labour gover>nment. 1 ., We do not expect this government to 
carry qut socialist rneasunes. Buf we shall present it with the demand. 
ip the naflle of millions of wor>!<.er>s, that i~ defend the most essential 
economic aqd political inter>ests of the workin$ class and of all working 
~eople. '' (G. Dimitrov: ibid.· p.44}. · · 

"The Communist Party is of the' oPinion tha~ theJ;'e are certa\n 
demaqQs which repr-esent th~ main immediate interests of the woiikil'lg 
class ...•. We suggest th~t these dernan<,is should be t\'le progtlamme of 
the united c~ass struggle now •.•. and .... at the same time they will 
become the central issue in tqe General Election upon the qasis of which 
a Labour Govet~nment cap be el~ctect tq imrnediat~ly put this ppogramme 
into ope :nation. . . , 

The Communist Party will ~ive ·~ts full support in the way of 
unce~sipg daily ecti vity tQ 'sec4r'e the return of a Labour Government on 
this basis." (H~ Pollitt: Speech qt the Seventn \Vorld Congress of the 
Communist Jnternational: SpeeChes. Pqrt 7"~ London~ 1936; p.23). 

J-Jav,ing said that the im:posit.ion"'of fascjsrn, wqich seeks to estaolish its 
polttjcal monopoly, was in consequence bringing about the "t~evolutionisation" 
of tile Social-Demoot'atic Party leaderships. Djrnitrov proceeded to extend 
this argument to the leaderships of other pdlitical parttes. leaderships drawn 
from the ranks of monopoly capital: · 

I 

"Fascism tries to estapH~h its polittcal monopoly bY violently 
deatroying other poHtical parties, ... It pvts c;1n e,nd to the legal existence 
of bourgeois pP.rdes~" {G. Dimitrov: Matr: Report to the Seventh World 
Con~ress of the Comrn!lnist Ipterpational, in: "The United Front": 
London~. l 938': p.38}. · 

Under> certain cqnditions - presumably tqe '1l"evolutionisation'' of their 
leader>sQ\ps - these PaPt\es can be dnawn into alliance wtth the united fr>ont to 
forJTI s, .~roadex; "am~-fascist Pee~te's Front '': 



• 

• 

lli 
11In forming the anti-fascist Pepple!s Front, ~correct approach to ._._ 

thq~se orgcmi_§ations and ~rtie£? whlch l:l~ve in ¢em a considerable nump~[> 
of the working peasant,ry and the mass of the ur>oan petty bourgeoisie is. 
of great importance. 

In capitalist· countries the majoritY. of these parties and organisationE .• 
political as well a's economic, are ::>till under the influence of the bourgeois
ie and follow it.' The social composition of these parties and organisations 
is Q.eteJ;>ogepeous, • • . but control is in tl}e hands of ... the agent's of big 
capitaL .•• Unde,r certain conditions, we. can and must try to draw these 
pa'Pties 13nd or>ganisations , ... to the ~Jd~ of the anti-fascist People's 
Front, despite their bourgeois Ieadenshtp. '' (G. ·Dimitrov: ibid.; p.40). 

,. ,, I 

Marxist-Leninists 11 formerly 11 held, concludeq Dimitrov, that a govern
ment t'epresenting the interests of the wo'rklng class could be established only 

- . - i 
after the smashing of tne capitalist state tn a socialist revolution; this was an 
11 Ultr>a~Left" mistake: 

"The ultra .... Lefts ... recogn,ised onlv a woPk.ePs' govePnment for>med 
by armed insur>P~ction, ~ the over>throw Gf the O.oungeoisie." (G • 

. Dimitrov: ibid.: p.72). ' - --
. l' 

. This "ultra-Left'' rhistal<,e aPose fpom tfle fact ~h~t the establishment of a 
wor.ker>s' government without the smashlng of the capitalist state in a socialist 
Pevolution Was not linked with: 1) the existence of a political crisis: 2) the exist-
ence of a militant mass united front movement; 

"The .!'i.£.Elt se,ries of m i stak.es a Pose from the fact t;~at the question of 
a worker>s' government was not clear>ly and fiPmly bound up with the exist
ence of a political crisis •... 

The second ser>ies of errors ar>ose• from the fact that the question of 
a wor>ker>s' gover>nment was not bound up V\'ith the development of a 
milit-Sflt mass united fr-ont movement ofithe pr>oletar>iat." {G. Dimitrov: ibid.; 
Po 72-73), I 

1 

Under' co,nditions of political cpisis and in the presence of a militant mass 
united fro·nt movement, p~oclaimed Dimitr>ov, 1 united tz:-ppt or People's Fr>ont 
~9VArpment may be established which Will a<?~~Pn in the intereStS Of the WOPking 
clas&;~ · · · · 

"Vve l"ecognise that a situation mav:af'ise tn which the for>mation of a 
government of the proletar>ian united fPont, or> of anti-fascist People's 
fN>nt, will become not only possible but necessar>y in the inter>ests of the 
pr>oletar>iat .•... 

I am .. , speaking ••. of the po<:.sible for>mation of a united fPont govern
m€mt ... befor>e the victor>y of the Soviet I>evolution .... 

Under> what objective conditions wil1 it be possil;>le to form such a 
government? In the most general ter>ms;. one can r>eply to this question as 
follows: under conditions of eolitical crfsjs," ( G, Dimitrov: ibid.; p. 70-71 ) . 

Such a united fr>ont Of' People's Front gpvernment will be a government 
repr>esentir,g the inter>estP of the wovking class, one v-:hich will take "reY;olutionar>y 
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n;te~s}Jr>es" against rtwnopoly·capital, one which will establish wor>ker>s' contr>ol 
ot \ndustr>y, which wfll · d1sbi:mdi the pol'ic'e and r>eplace them \"l,ith- an ar>med 
wo11k~rs' militia, etc.: ; ,. h J 

i 

"A united fr>pnt gover>nmentr,., is pr>ima,pily a gover>nment of str>u,ssly 
against fascism and n~a~:iion. I.t. must b~ a· gov~r>nment ... ta.king r>esolute 
measur>es against tbe counter> ;-r>evolutiqnar>Y; financial magnates and their> 
fascist agents. ~ ·.. . " · . · 

vv·e demand t.ha·t it should 'car>r>y out.definite and fundamental r>evolu .... 
tionar>y dem.ands r>equived by t;he ~ituai:i~n: For> instance, contr>ol of 
pr>oduction, cpp.tr>ol of .the bq.pks, disbanding of the popce and its r>t?place
ment by a~ ar>m~d WOPker>s' rniiitia, etc. It (G. Dimitr>ov: ibid.; p~ 70,,75). 

"Yef3, we ar>e for> such :a gqyer>nrnent '_ for> a gover>n~ent vybich w~mlq 
suppor>t itsel( on the mighty united front of tl;le wor>king class linked in a 
wide People's Fr>ont with th~ masseei of the toiling peasantr>y, the. small 
tr>e~der>s and toiling intellectuals~ .... for> a gover>nment \•vhich would r>eally 
deal sever>ely wit;h the )capitalists, banker>s and big landowner's, impose 
pr>oper> taxes on them ·and intr-oduce woi:>B!er>s' comr>ol of pPoduction in their 
enterpr>ises; for> a gover>nment which would mer>cilessly penetr>ate into the 
pockets of the r>ich so that wo,r>k and br>ead could be pr>ovided for> the peopl~; 
for> a gover>nment W,Pichviould help toe toiling peasants, ar>tip.;:ms and 

.f. : ' - . 

tr>ader>s <;:~t the expense of the big land-:-capitalists and big landowner>s. 11 

(K. Gottwald: Speech at the Seventh, Wor>ld Congr>ess of the Communist 
lnter>national, in: "Repor>t of the Seventh Congr>ess of the Communist 
Inter>national": Speecf.)es, P.ar>t 6: London; 1936; p.l5-16). 

THE ROLE OF OIMITROV 
~~-~--~----------------

The "ne.w.tactical or>ientation" in r>elation to united front tqiCtJcs adopted 
. . ; . . • " : j 

t>Y t~te Seventh .Wor>ld C9ngr>eps of the Communi.s~ Inter>national was,r•evisionist, 
tqat is, it r>epr>esented a perve~sion of Mar>xism -Leninism in the intePests of 
tqe capitalist class. 

} ' ! 

The Seventh Wor>lq Congr>ess did .nqt thr>ow oyer>bqar>d all the pr>inqiples 
of Marxism -~eninism - · thaf\ili~s P,tiil t~ 1<;:orve .... It mailltained, or> at leas~ ·paid , 
lip~ser>vice to,. the Mar>xist-i,eninist pr>inciples that sodialism cou'lci be. estab- , 
lisheq only as a r>esult of a socialist r>evolution and that it could be maintained 
only by the dictator>ship of the pr>ole-ta!'iat: 

"The victQr>y of th!3 J?POletapiat is possiblE only by means' of the 
r>evolutionar>y over>thr>ow of the bour>geoisie, and •.. the bour>geoisie wou~d 
rather> dr>own the labQpr> movement. in a sea of blood than allow the pr>ol
etar>iat to establisq socialism by peacefl.ll means. .. .. The basic content 
of the pr>oletar>ian revolution is' the question of the pr>ole,tar>ian dictator>
ship. which is called .upon,to ~~usn the resistance c;>f the over>thr>own 

' . t ~ ' ( , . , ' 

exploiter>s,~ to arm the revolB~ionfqr>, .the struggle a~ainst imperialism 
and to lead the r>evolution to the complete victory of sociaiism." (G. 
Dimitr>ov: Main Repor>t deliver>ed at the Seventh Wor>ld Congr>ess of the 
Communist I.nter>nationai, in: ''The United Fr>ont"; London; 1 938; p.89). 
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rn 1935, when the capitali$ts of fllOSt oi BIJPOpe were engaged in tr>ying 
to "drown. the labouP movement in. a sea of blo:oct"~ when thei:p. ag<_?nts within the 
Soviet Uni.on had ~mbanked on a skjllfully organised but de,sperate cami?aign of 
·che muPdeP of i\!Jaroxist-Leni.nists in leqding positipns, jt would have been 
difficult for> even the most politicall¥ backward delegate to accept the notions of: · 
"peaceful tr>ansition to socialism 11 and '1puPe socialist democnae:y11

• 

The gr>eat unspoken question which arose ft1om tne S~venth \Norld 
Congr>ess was, of cour>sei 

If it is possibl~. without the smashing of the C?Pita\ist state in a sociali$t 
revolution, to estaolisl) a gover>prnent Pepr>esen~tng. the inte[)ests of the wor>king 
class, a govevnmentwhicl1 will: tak-e Peyolutionar>y measuPes against monopoly 
capital, a gover>nrnent which will establi13h wo..-kePs' cont.fQl of pPGC!luctiop, a 
govePnment WhiGh will P'fiOCeed tO tP9J1Sf9Pffi the State fr>om af) appaPatUS Of 
coePcion in the hands of ~he capitaHst class to an appar>atus of,.:eoePciop in the 
llan-:1s of the WJPking class - is a spcif.li}i!t ~evolU;tiop nepessC~nY at alJ? . 

This questiQn \Nas nat asked publicly (n leading circles of ttpe intePnational 
communist movement unti~. ten years later> ... when Pgllitt -of .Bpitain answePed it, : 

F+ . 

in tpe neiative. 
' ' The .revisionist directors of ~he Seventh WoPld Congress of tqe Commun-i 
ist Intel"national, hec;1ded. by Dimitr>:<?V, di$oarodeq just so many Marxist-I:,..eninist 
pPinciples as they juqged the vaPious d~legatione1 could be induced to accept: 

"All the J?Pincipal pPopositions contained in the report have. met with 
the unanimous appPoval of ~he Co-ngPess. None of the speakel"ls objected 
tG the tactical line we have proposed ov to the Pesolut~n wp'ioh has been 
submitted ..•.. 

The complete unanimity displayed f'lt th~ CongPess indicates ~hat the 
necesC3ity of revising our policy .aqd tactjcs •••. bas come to Qe f~llv 
Pecognised tn Ol,..lr Panks." (G. Dt·mitl'ov:. Speech in Reply to the Discussion 
on Dimitrov's R:epo.rt at the Seventp \VoP~d CcmgPe~s. of the Communist 
Internatiom:il, in: ibid. p, 94). 

The J:'evisionistdiPectqrs of tne Seyentp V~'ot>ld Congress of the Commun
is~ IntePnational, heade4: by Dimitrov. discaPdeg jq st Gllose pnin~iples of Mar>xism
J1en~nisrn which J~Peseplj@cl, jn OJ2eD.9tian~ a thnea,t tQ ~n,e imme,d~at<( plans of the. 
~orr in;;mt s7otiqns of §LWop~an irr;Pe~lalism. 

The {'ise of G.eollgi Dimitrov from comparaHve obscuPity to the post of 
General Secretany of tile Communist IntePpational. just at the pa11ticulaP time 
when the Pevisionist pollcies c;1ssociated with him wePe needed by the dominant 
pectjons Of EUPOpean impePialism, was not, Of COUPSe, accidental. 

The degenePation· of Dimit~ov into a tool of the impePialists is reflected 
not mel'ely in his sePvice to impePialiprn ~t the Congress of the Communist 
International in 1935 and as a titoite age'nt afte~ ~he Seco(ld \\ro·Pld WaP: it is 
Peflected in the "surpPiSing" l<.indness sflmvri to hlm by. tqe nazis. Arr>ested on 
trumped-up char>ges in eonnection with the Reichstc;1g F'ire of FebPuar>y 1933 and 
tmpPisoned at fiPst unctar appallin~ conditions, his tPeatmant suddenly impr>oved. 
WhUe thousands of honest GePman Comrnuntsts wel'e being tor>tur>ed and 
f114PdePed, the chaPges against Dimitl ov were withdPawn, he was Pel eased fPom 
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ousrody afld officiaHy helped to go t& Mosco¥-t; 
· 'It V\'as 5aidi by Dfmit·r>ov:an'd-}6'thet>s, that·:t!his "kindness" on the par>t of' 

the nazi butchePs ·was the !fie suit bf the 'lrior>ld.l.\-\!ide campaign waged' on bi:s;_ 
behalf. BiUt h.et'fe agafn a "SwJp:ris!ng" facit emePges:'this campaign was c'a.t>r>ied 
orifnot mer>ely-: by thi:VLef.t. but by the cat)italist' press in a'lmost all countr>ies. 
The spectacle or 'the c-apitalist! p:i>ess giving unstinted pr>aise to th'e "her>oism '' · 
of a "r>evolutiona.Py''·' facing a ca~italist €6tir>t is inde€d an unusual phenomenon. 
But this pr>ess campaign was. of cour>se, e campaign on behalf of imper>ialism. 
nudged 'gently• by the nazi•tntellig-ence ser>vice, to secur>e the· 'election of Dimitr>ov 
to the l)ost of d'enet>al Seo-r>etar>y'dflthe Communist1Iriter>natidl'lal1 .. a positi0n 
in wh-ibh, at least for>mc:Hly, his auth'OP.ity exceed&d that ofl 'Stalin:. wt\o was 
''mePelyc''· (t(~\net'al. SedN~C'aP'y of a PEft'ty' ofi 1the' Communist IntePtratiorial . 

'Dimltrov sert\ied hi'~ irhper'ialist'master>'s wel-l at the Seventh Wdr>ld 
Con·g·r>ess of the CommuRist lntertnati{)nal.'>'Fhe MviSioni'st for>m~lations adopted 
under> his letidersbip not Olll.Y:adrni.rf:lblyJ:neL.the..immediate needs of the EuPOL)Han 
impetoiali$1:9, ':bUt ;laid th'ei bc;lsiS ti(}rlt ~e· cdm'ple£e: fpiurnph Of Pe'Visionism in the 
inte:bnatJonal. cdmm.U.niisx_,mtive.ment twcFJ.ty ... bne :.yearts 'later>. j. 

DimitPOV ncld the post of Gener>al Secr>etaPy of the Communist Inter'-:: < 
r.;-ationaFfr>om:August•l9~S"LiritU its Gissolution ln May 1943.:A1Peady. at the 
Seventh Wor>ld <:::bngr>ess in 1935 in \r-ihi-ch ihe. i_:~rlayed'Ithe I'eading r>aie, & r>esolUt:ion' 
wa$ passed with the 'aim of safeguar>ding N~visiotists id the national par>ties I 

fP,-01? possib~e. "iA~e~f~r>e.rce:" QY. ~l'lr J::<;>m tnf~r>n such ,as ,had ,occur> red,, to the 
edvcmta&E(,.?f the moven:.~nt. in for>mer>,Yea.rs~ ;; , .·L 

·· '!'f'lfk 9e~ei1th :VVorld ·Congr>ess Gf tbe ~ommunist intet>national 
instr>ucts the Executive Committee of the Communist -Inter>natiotlal ... as 

··a ·r>ul-e to avoid dil"ect inter>-vention in' inl!.er>ria'l,·ot1gariisati<mal ·matter>s of 
the Communist•P'at>ti-es". (Resolution· tin the ·Repdr>t of C6m:Pade Pieck. in: 
'"Repor>t Of the'Sevenfu Congress· 6~ the ··communist fnte·r>natiooaT". Resolu-
tions; Lohdon; 19'36-; p."38)1

• • ,-

I t ·' 
'I'he statement of the Executive Commit.tee of the Communist Inter>natior:al 

qn·t-he dissolution Of th~'Commtmist· Int:er>nat?ion;;H; dated 1May 15th. 1943. was 
· si~neq by !iye .i'~Yi~i.9A~.s~~3!.~gj Di'.I1li.tr>ov.· Otto Kuusinen~ 1\1au.Pice 'I'hor>ez·.1 

Wilh~lm Pi~:<!:~,. IJ2IQP~.§ ll??P_PI!H~.i} and ~nf?. MS.:'r'~l$l~.;._L~.<1iniet (Ati'drei Zhdanctv:. 
soon to be rrur>der>ed by the rev~sionists)..$•1.':¥it{} __ sv<.th.am.ajodty_amdrig the .... 
signator>ies. it is hardly ·SUI"'p:t'ising that the Pea sons given for> the 'dissolution of 
tqe Corninter>n wer>e linked.w,itn'the oonct;:Jpt of !•national r>oads to-,sociBlism" 
on t:he developme.rot of which the ex)stooce: of the Cominter>-n had become a ''dr>ag": 

i .. , : ' 0 ,,•, A ;' ! 00 ' j 0 ; 

"Long 'qefoi:>e the war> it become moP~ an<;l nlOPe cleaP that, vdth the 
' . '• i, ' )".} _. . ' ' ' ! ' I . 1 .4.· 

incP'easing CQp1Plicetions in tHe. inter>nEq a"nd inter>n9tional r>elations of 
var>io~s countdes~ §my ·s~.r>t of' ~nt~ppatio~pl cE(ptr>e would ~nco~r~~~e~ . 
irisuper>able obstacles in splvi~g the pr>oblerns,facing tbe mov~ment in 

eayh S.~ya·I'ate ,?ounFPY. r~r'}E;eP d~f,fypencEf~ ,in t~(3 '9~stor>ic pat.hs or' 
develqpm~nt of var>Jous co~ntr>ies,, i11 ~heir>_ cbar>ac,ter> and q<;>pial or>der>s, 

'. ' ' ,.J ' . .' ~ • . . : : - ... .. j ,; ~ .i\ -"' ~ t l t 1. : ' .· . _, . .. . ' . l ~ 

i'n the level and tempo of their> economic and political development. and .-, ' . { ·--: ( . . i {' . ~_;- ; . c . . : . : .· t ~ . • : '. ' . :. -'· 

in the degr>ee of consciousness and organisation of the wopker>s, condition-
' " ' . ' ' ! 1 : -. . ' . ·; ,--, . l/(. : ; : : ·. ! . ~ > ~ • 

ed the differ>ent pr>oblems facing the wor>king class of the var>ious 

• 

.. 
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countr>ies. 
The development of eveilts.in tlj.e last quar>ter> of a centur>y slJmved that 

the or>gar.isatianal for>m of uniting tQe wor>ker>s chosen by the Fir>st Cangr>ess 
of the Corn~Dunist Inter>nationcl ••• hes been outgr>ovm by the g~owth of this 
movement and by the complications of tli~ pr>oblems in separ>ate countr>ies, 
and hc;ts even become a or>ag on the fu~rthet1 str>engtheniQg -of the national 
vvor>ki ng class par>ties." 

A few days late:r>, on f\.1ay 28tp, 1943, S~alin E!dm in~ster>ed v;rhat was, in effect, 
a r>ebuke to the r>evbionist-dominatecl E.C.C.I, when he declared that ther>e was 
a valid r>eason for> dissolving the Canmunist Int~r>national, but a ver>y differ>ent ' 
r>eason fr>om tlw~e given by Dimitr>ov, namely, 

"because it facilitates the or>ganisc.tion of the common onslaught 
against the comm on enemy - Hitlor>ism" , 

Dur>ing and after> the Second Wo!'ld VJC~r>, as the titoite for>mer> SC?cr>etar>y of 
the Centr>al Committee of the Bulga:r>ian Communist Par>ty, Tr>alci1o Kostov, 
r>evealed after> his ar>r>est in 1949, one of the car>dinal aims Qf tP.e United States 
and Br>itish i1nper>ia1ists vvas to br>ing about an "East Eur>opean Feder>ation", 
hostile to the Soviet Union and dependent milit~r>ily, economically and politically 
upon the wester>n imper>ialist pow.er>s: 

"I adrnit that in rv1ay H)42 ... I "vas \VOn over> by the depar>t111ent chief of 
the Bulgar>ian political polico~ Geshev, to collaboPate with him in favour> of 
I3r>itish intelligence, and that until my ar>r>est in June 1949 I car>r>ied out the 
instr>uctions of the Br>itish, .... 

Kar>delj infor>med me. in str>ict confidence, that during the \VaP the 
Br>itish and 1\me~;>icans had suppliQd the Yugoslav par>tisans with aPms and 
munitions, on condition that at the end of the wan Tito ... wot,lld not allow 
tl'le USSR to establish its influenc~ not only in Yugoslavia but jn the Balkans 
as well .... 

Kar>delj l"emar>kcd that Tito flnd the entil"'e Yugoslav leader>ship consider
ed that tha best way to accomplish this aim was the immediate accession of 
Bulgar>ia to Yugoslavia~ utilising for> that pur>pose the widely popular> idea •. i 

among the peoples of Bulga{lia and Yugoslavia, foP the feder>Btion of the 
[:-JC)utner>n Slavs ...• Kar>delj r>eplied that in the o,pipion of Tito and the r>est of 
the Yugoslav leaqer>s Bulgar>ia should join the Yugoslav Feqtlr>ation as her> 
seventh r>epublic. The Bulgar>ian Ar>my. continued Kar>delj. would be under> 
the supr>eme com:-pand of Tito, ~ ... 

Kar>delj asked me to do evePything possible to convince :tpe leader>ship 
of the Bulgar>ian Communist Par>ty to agr>ee to the Yugoslav pr>opopal and 
not to infor>m the Soviet Union." (Wr>itten Deposition of the Defendant Tr>aicho 
Kostov Djunev, in: "T.he Tr>ial of Tr>aicho Kostov and his Gr0up"; Sofia; 
1 949; p, 74, 88, 89, so. 91). 

In conjunction with Tito, Kosto" and other> B<-Jr.an titoites, Dimitr>ov tO)k a 
prominent par>t in campaigning foP an "Sas.t Eur>opean Feder>ation'' f)>llowing his 
r>olur>n to Bulgar>i2 lfl 1(>:15. ' '' ' ' 

On July 27th, 1947, ;Jn his way to Belgr><:ide to sign the Bulgar>ian-Yugoslav 

l 
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~Peaty of mutual assistanco, DimitPo~ stoppe;j off at the fr>ontier> town of Tsar>
ibPod to declar>e that the people of the a.Pea constituted o "living br>idge" between 
Yugoslavia and BulgaPia: 

"Str>engtnen,that br>idge until the moment comes vvhen. thPough the 
v-vill of the peoples of Yugoslavic;l and Bulg&.r>ia,, this br>idge will not divide 
w:> any longer>, but vvill unite us for> ever in brotherly unity." 

During his visit to Bucharest for the signing A the Bulgar>ian-Romanian 
tr>eaty of mutua·! assistance, DimitPov spoke at a pr>ess cqnfer>ence on JanuaPy 
17th, 1948 in favour> ot: a C_u,stoms Union embr>acing YugoslaviC:J, Romania, 
Bulgar>ia, Albania, Hungar>y, Poland, and Czechoslovakia CJS the fiPst step tO\var>ds 
a feder>ation of these states which would seek to establish tr>ade r>elations •vith 
the United States, Britain and Fr>ance. 

Sleven days lateP, on Januar>y 28th, l 948, "Pravda", the or>gan of the Commun
ist Papty of the Soviet Union. deliver>ed a stinging r>ebuke to Dimitr>ov, declar>ing: 

"These countPies do not need a pr>oblematic and ar>tificial feder>ation OP 

Custom:, Union. vVh~t they do need is the consolidation and pr>otection of 
their> independence and sover>eignty thr>ough the mobilisation and or>ganisa-. . . ' ~ ~· . ~ . . 

tion of domesdc 'popular democratic for>ces, as has been cor>Pectly stated . . . 

in the declar>ation of the Cominfor>m." 

In ApPil r949 it was anno~pced that Dimitr>ov ho.d been given leave of absence 
fpom his post as Pr>ime i'Viin~steP fop health Peasons, and he died in Moscow on 
July 2nd, 1949. ·' 

Kostov "IN as expelled fpom the Bulgapian Communist Pal"'ty foP ."nationalist 
deviation"' on June 14th. 1949~ tPied foP tPeason in Decembef.', and executed on 
DecembeP 16th. 

The Pemaining· r>evisionists wePe not able to save Kostov. but they exer>ted 
special efforts to c~veP up the ·guilt of DimttPov. \Vi th thi'=> aim, a message was 
refePPed to at the Kostov tPial which OimitPov hc;!d sent to the PolitbuPo of the 
CentPal Committee of the Bulga:riie:m Communist PaPty fr>om Moscow in 1944. 
UPging that the fedePation plans should. not be PPOGeeded with "without pr>eliminaPy 
foreign political pPepaPation": 

"The ·Pea!isation of the fedePatibrJ without pPeliminaPy political 
pPepaPation could have undesinable consequences." ("The Tr>ial of Tr>aicho 
Kostov and his Gr>oup"; Sofia~ 1949; p,92-93}. 

AfteP the tPial, the Yugoslav DiPeCt<?P. of Infor>mation, Deflecting the iPr>ita
tion of the titoites at ·the ~xpo~uPes made, stated on DecembeP 9th, 1949, that 
DimitPOV had shown 

"fl pPofound sympathY' ..• foP the New Yugoslav-ia and her> stPuggle foP 
r>elations of equality with the Soviet Union .... We want to emphasise that 
the stPained Pelations benveen the BuJgaPian govePnment and Yugoslavia, 
and the ma'ss aPPests of Communists ·in ·Blflgar>ia, only began afteP DimitPov 
had been tak,eh to Moscow. u 

At a ppess confepence thPee days latel" in Sofia, ReuteP COPPespondent 

,;, 
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Petel"' Ful"'st noted: 

"The Yugoslav Gover>nment maintains ~he vel"BiC'n <-hat 'Dimitf>ov has 
always upheld the Yugoslav thesi-s against tpe Comtnfor>m '" .J .. : 

' ' ~ . ' . ' - . ' 

.... V''--' 0 ,. ; 

To which the Bulgar>ian Minister> of ,f'oi>etgn Affairs, Vladimiv> Popt~mov, 
r>esponded: 

' . ' 

"The r>efer>ence to Georgi Dim ttl"OV on the pax:>t o( the titoites i's a 
shameful sacr>ilege on the mernaPY of"the gr>eat de.6eased~ The wor>ds 

' . ' . . . . ' ·_ . . ,1i 
attr>ibuted to Georgi Dimitr>ov r>epresertt aosolu~e politic~! r>apscality, of. 
which only political gangster>s are capable. '1( ''The, Tr>iai .. of TJ·aicho 
Kostov and His Group"· Sofia; 1949; p,629}, ' . 

Facts, hm~ever. ·speak louder>. than \'fOl"'ds. . 
W·hen the history of the inter>pa~ional WOPking class rTHl~errient Of thl$ 

--: 1 ·· l · . r .·· r ·,.. .;: ·.: ,/ . • • -. .' ._. 

period comes to be written. the name of Dimiti">av·wql fiiHre, alon,s '\1\l'ith those of 
Tr>otsky, ·Khi'>\.lshchov and Mao Tse-tues. as one of the most notoriou)s t~altors to 

! I · , . .I.: , ! I I - .. _ . . .. J •. _. • ( 

the movement, as one of the al"'chitect6 of tlif:l moder>n l"'evisionisrh which has 
¥1 * I I .4 

. ~empovar>ily destroyed the wor>ld Manxist.,.,Lenipist movement,, 
__ J ; I , 

·' 
THE ROLE OF THE "PEOPL~'S FRONT" 'iN: FRANCE 

'.: . . 
i. I· 1 

•. ) " '• . . < .4 : · ~: • 1 • 7 

In an ear>lier>seciion of-ttris_intr>oducUon-it w~s·stated·that:-·"'· 
. . , I' , . ' , . . , , 

"The director>s of: the Seventh Wot"ld Gori~I"es.s of the Communist -· 
Inter>nationa!', he§:!.ded by Dirnitrov, di sear>'decf ju~·f those prin~'(iftei-bf · · -
Ma'r>xism -Leninisrr/. \ovl)i~h el"'esented,' in··~per~J;{~p, ·a threat·to the·, .. \ 
immeq_iate plans of the· dorp~nant st-tctio~s of Eur?peap imper>talism." 

. . ' ! ' '.. . ' . ,_ - '! '· / ~ ' . . " • . . - . • 

During the 1 930s the pvima.ry ·directior of ~ll~ fo!'ejgn policy of the 
dominant sections of the Fr>ench and British impeJliahsts may be summed up in 
toe notor>ious \'VOPd "appeasement": to assist in deeds, while deplor>ing. in wor>ds, 
the aggr>essi~~· expansion bf the Gei:>rn~n. italiaq and Ja'p~nese 1mpejtoialists vvith 
the arfl:~ of bi:>lnging fhf3m into' conflict·with: ~he $o\,r.let O~io~~ '.They hoped. thgt in 
~hat conflict th{'.l \.vor>fd's ·onl'y socialist state \.vould be destl'>'oyed. :~'lhile~uieir> 
Gei'hian. Italiari'and Jap~nese r>i\t~Is woUld he so weake'Q~d cks t;o enabl~ 1th:em, 
the wester>n SuPopeari imper>ialists, ~0 dorninatetne ,;.,:hple' .E~P'asian i8-nd mass. 
The appeasement policy of· Pa'rjs abd London wCis, o(cou'f>se. highly a~cJI>~~ble 
in Ber>lin, Rbme and.T-okyo. · ·. · ' · '.:-', · · '· 1 ::, "' 

, ' . • ·- - . . • •·, , . I . . < ~ ' 

The cbnfltct besween deed!? and words \vhich was alj essent~al,'fea~ur>e of 
"appeasement" neces';itated unprecedented dema~ogic deception of the p'eople: 
the "trustwor>thiness" of-Hiq.e:r and Mussolini~ the desirability of concessions to 
them "in or>der> to sq.ve the wor>ld from ·.var>": the need tor "non,..;intenventioh" in 
the Spanish Civil VJ,ar {that is~ an.ernbar>go .or the sale of arms to the legal 
Republican gover>nrhept. while the Ger>rnan a9d Italfan im~rialists pour>ed i? 
arms· and tPoops to· aid t:he Spanish f~scists): · ' · .· 

The mos~ sel"'ious thr>eat to the policY of "aepea~ement" was iri 1933. 
v,nctoubtedly·tha r>apLd develo12rn·entin, France of tbe united' fPonr against fascism 
g@iP~ buiLt from belo'tv by the Fr>ench Coi-pQJU~ts~ p.aflt~; 9P the dir>ectives of the 
Comrntmist IntennationaJ. ' · 
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The plan \.vhich the impcr>ialists evolved to counter this ~hr>eat was cprnpJex; 

~n i~s ong~nisation, which requir>ed ~he cooperation of the le<;i<;fer>s of the Labour 
and Socialist Intennational. the pazi ·secpet sePvice and the ppess of many 
coun~ries. t?ut sit;nPl~ in ltS. p~ms·: to i~J;f. ang b\,no. t!W anti":faecists !n, ~he Mnfte~ 
{r>,On% t>ei,n~ ?uilt fr>o

1
m belovv b¥ gePv~r>qn~ it intoo a "upited ,fPon): from apov~'" 

as a Pr>elude to its destr>IJiOtion, · .... ~ 
. , I I 

{\s a par>t of the tactics of building a united fPont fPom below.., the Co'mmun-
lE?t IntePnational long before 1 9.35. had Pecommended appPoaches by Cornmunipt 
Papt:ies to Social-Democra~i.c PaPties vdth pr>oppsals for> a united fPont on a 

' . • l ' •. 

principled basis - Q.pt beca.use. it \.vas ()eli~yed ~hat these p~opos?ls wePe likely 
to oe accepted. but es paN qf the pPocQss of "~xposing and isolating" the 
leadePships of the ·social-Democratic Parti<;~s, 

"In the twelve yeaPs since 192~ w~ frlddPessed the Socialist Party 26 
~imes. Each ~ime we met ~"<\th f1 r~efusal, sometimes even a Pude one." (MT 
TqoPezt Speech at the, Seventh Woitld Congr>ess of the Communist Inten
national, in: "ReiJOPt of rha Seventh Con.g:ress of the Communist Inter
national•·~ Speeches, Papt '4; Lop<;Ion; 1936; p~·3Q), 

' ' -~ ... . . -

On FebPuar>y 19~h, 1933 - 13ight days bef.oPe tile nazis set light to the ReichsJ:~S 
..,. an event occurred which was r~garded by mq/-'}y people as being as strange 
as jf Que~n VictoPia had s_oJispt to_.bes~ow. tl,le 9rd~t' of the Bnitish Em pi:r>e up.~n 
Kapl Marx: the B~r;,e<;Iu ,of t,he, Lap?tt.\ and Sop~al1i~f Int~,I",[l8ti?~a} issued a ::>tate.,:. 
r:neot de<?l,a~.in~ the,.'r,e~dipess <?f ~h~ Social-Dernoc~a~,ic PaP,tiEf~ affiUate9 to it 
f,p, ~~rrp ¥;ri,i~ed,f~9%s, $!iPect,ed a~a\n?t f~\scism fitb the C9mn;unist Par>ties,. 

P'Inte~natioriai, Ppe~s;c~rpesp<i)nde~c~" •.. Vqlum~ 13: MaPch 9th, 1 933; p,262~ 
:' i ) ·' ·. . ' : 

The 'Ex'ecutive·Cummittee of ttie Communist IntePnational cor>Pectly viewed 
this offer as inai·ncePe+ a:ritl maintained .tha~ a united f;ront in deeds and hot 
W'Ords c9uld ·be'set up only. f:r>om below:·· . · 

I . . . . 

"This declar>a~icm ,stands, in ~happ co n;radiction ~Q the wnole of the 
Previous ac~ions (?f the· L. s.r. apd soc\al-demool"atic parties, The whple · 
polic:y: ano actlvitf of the L.S.I. hitherto justiqes the C. I. and the C.P,s in. 
P':ltting q<;> fai~h in ~he sipcePltY o( tp(3 d~c\aPa~iqn of the L.$.1. Bureau. ,,.,. 1 

· The Executive (;omfllitt:e~ of tlte Commu~tst Ipter>n~tional flPmly 
bel~,eves that the s9.cial-de111ocPati9and non-pal"tf .wor>l<.~rs. J;>egaPqleers pf · 
what attitude th~ social ~dernopl"aticl~adePs ?.dopt 'tn setting l,lP ~he united 
frort, will ovei'lcome all ot>s~aclGs and, togetheD vdth the Communists, set 
UP the united fpontndt ~n words b~t)n deeds, II (Iptd.; p,

1

26~ ). 

ln spite of this - or> patheP, be~1;:1use of this <:"' the Executive Committe~ of 
~he Communist IntePnatic;>nal called 

"upon all Comrnun1st Pc:wties to rnal<\,e yet another attempt to set up a · 
united fr'<!>nt of StPuggle with th~ soctal .... democPabc workePs thi"QUSh the 
medium of the social-derno9ratic paPtie13". (Ib.id. p,262), 

< ·~ '" ' 

()0 Jhe PPincjple that the pnobable refusal Of 'the U{lited fpont in ppactice Wo~ld 
{uptper assi$t !n ttie "expo~IJJ:>e aDd; isqlation'' of the soci<;:Jl-democr>atic leaqei"?. 

On ~he intoPnatlonal scale, indeed, Lathing ·~~vhatevcr came of the L.S.I. 
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declar>ation of F3bPUaP.v nth, 193.'}, A month later. '::m !V:<:rch 18th-19th. 1933, the 
Bur>eau paf;sed a r>esolutior: advising affiliated par>ties cot to cor.cl\,.lde united 
fr>or1~ agr>eements until apcl unless"agr>eemem on theii" for>m had been agr>eed 
t>enveen the two Inter>nationsls, and i:he confer>eEce of the L.S.I, ir, Par>is in 
November> 1934 r>epealed this r>esolution and left eacp affiliated par>ty to take 
S\.lCh action as it thougl1t fit. 

..1 

On July 15th, 1934, hov11ever>, taking,Jts stand on the L.S.I. declar>ation of 
F~br>uar>y 19th, 1933, the National Council of the }"pench Socialist ParfY vofed fo 
accept the public r;roposal of the Fr>encb Conum.mist Par>ty for> a uaited fr>ont 

I I I C ,t. . • . , 

''against war> and fascism"f adding: 

"It vvelcoc;es it all the mor>e E"l it hopes to see in this unity of acti.Jn 
a means of pr>epar>ing the or>ganic unification of the two par>ties." 

The pr>ice whic~1 the Commur,ist PaPtY paid foP the conclusion of the 
united .fre>nt pact, on August 27th, 1934, did riot at fiPst sight appear> heavy or> Ul1-
I'easopable. although it was to pPove fatal to the cause of anti-fascism and to the 
fight against waP: this w,as to abstain fr>om criticism of the S_gcialist Par>ty foP 
tlJe dur>ation of the agr>eement: 

"In o!'dep to conclude the pact, we had 9-g1"e1,3d to a concession \"lith 
PegaPd to cr>iticism .... Vv'e subscr>ibed to tpe following te~'t; 

'DuPing the common action, the tvvo J?ar>ties will pecipppc~lly abstain 
fr>om attacks and cr>iticism. 111 (M. Thor>ez: .Speech at the .Seventh Wor>1d 
Congr>ess of the Communist Ir.ter>nstional. in: !' Rer-or>t of the Seventh 
WoPlcl Congr>es,;; of the Communist In~er>national": Speeches, Par>t 4~ 
London: 1936: p,31). 

On J\,llY 14th, 1935 the bourgeois Radical Sofia~ist Par>ty - led b~ Edouar>d 
Daladier, who had Pesigned as Pr>ime ~1inistep in Februar>y 1934 at the demand of 
fascist Pioter>s, and who later> accompanied CnambePlain to meet Hitler apd 
iv14f:>sohpi at l'vh,mich fop the par>tition of Czechoslovakia) agr>eed to extend, by 
its paPticipation, the Socialist-Communist united fpont into a wider> "anti-fasciEt 
People's FPont, with the "non-cniticism'' pact also co:r>r>espondingty extend~d. 

In the Gener>al Election of May 3rd, 1936, the '1People's FP"nt" won a 
gccisive majoi'ity, secur>ing the election of 146 "Socia'lists", 136 "'Radical 

I I 

.Socialists", and 72. Communists. 
On June 4th, 1936 the "Socialist" leadeP, Leon Bll.lm, became PPime 

Minis~er and ::;elecf;ed a cabinet consisting of "So~-alists" and "Radical Social
ist...;", with no Commlmists. 

\'llithin a few weeks of the for>m<;Jti:m of the "People':.:; FPont"' gove.Pnrnent, 
f 

however>, it became clear> that in ~ts fo:r>~hin (lOlicy it was determi(led to ~ine up 
.complet,ely wi~hthe "ar)peasement" poljcy of t~le BPitish Conser>val:ive eovefln~ 
ment, neaded then b~r .:-1tanley Beldwip. The Foneigp SecpetaPy of the ."Peoalc's 
F:r>ont" gove.rnment, Yvon J)elbos, in fact. became popu1a.rly knovvn as "the . 
i3r>itish Under> -::·:ec:r>eta:r>y for F:r>ench Affairs", 

On Juno ~9th, :936 th::~ Bnitish govePnment dr>Ot)ped the sanctions imposed 
by ir.prr;ationd a.:~,P3·3rncnt againm Italy in conr;ectioL <.':ith that countr>y's inva>ion 
of Sthio9ia in 1935. The FP•anch "People's 'FPont'' govePnmer.t follo•Ned suit on 
.June 23r>d: announcin.rr thh:.; to the Chamber> of Deputiet:;, Detbos ···:as a.t pains to 

---- -- -- --- ---
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stress thpt he had complete faith in Hitl~r's pr>otestations of "fr>iendshlP'' fop 
Fr>ance: · · · · 

''We have no intention of doubting ttw vvor>d of a man vvho duPil!g four> 
year>s knew ~hq h~PPOP of the tr>enches. •• 

\'.lhen the ~3panislJ fascists, headed by Franco. pegan their> ·counter>~ 
pevolutionar>y war against the Republican govei'>nment of Spain in July l 936, the 
Fr>ench nPeoJ?le's Fr>orit" gover>nment issued on August 2nd an ap.peal to tne 
Br>i~ish and Italian governments ur>ging 

"the r>apid adoption and rigid obser>vance of an agpeed ar>r>angement 
for> non-intervention in Spain"~ 

and four days later>, on August 6th, imposed an embar>go on the expor>t of ar>rns ~o 
the legal ~-)panish gover>nment in tv1adr>id. 

Ar a mass meatrng in Par>is on September> 6th, 1936, three days after the 
filll of Irun to the fascist for>ces, Blum declar>ed, with tear>s in his eyes, that his 
hepPt was -... vith;the Spanish people. but if the "People's Fr>ont".govePnment had 
sent aPms to MadPid: 

" .... the most immediate consequence would have been a competition 
in the su'pply of ar>maments to both sides." 

. . 
'...Vhen inter>jector>s pointed out that Italy and GePmany vver>e known to be 

. • 1,_ 

sending rnassiv~:armed suppor>t to the Spanish fascists, in violation of the in~ei"-
na~ionC\~ • non-inter>vention' agr>ttem.ent, Blllm r>eplied: 

' . . . " -

!'Ther>e is not a single pr>oof. not a single piece of evidence, to show 
that the agr>eement has been violated! 11 

On December? 9th, 1936 a 'joint Socialist Par>ty-Comrnunist Par>ty.commun:.. 
ique sQ.id : · 

''The Pepr>es~nt:atives of fhe Communist Pai'ty ernphasised tneiP 
coHfidence that the gover>nment pr>esided over> by ComrudE;) Leon Blum will . . . . . . 

pur>sue ,in close and fr>ater>nal collabor>atiJn the application of the p~ogPamme 
of th.e ?eopl~'s F:ront". · · 

On .J;;muary 14th, 1937 the 11 People's Fr>ont" Gover>nment pr>oceeded to 
e~tend its policy M "non~inte'r>vention" in the Spanisl1 Civil War> ·by a Bill to ban 
tne enl'istmei1t of volunteer>s for> Spdn. 

On June 21st, 1937, affeP its financial r>efor>m Bill had· been r>ejected by the 
Senate, the Blum' gover>nment r>esigned. It was succeeded on the following day by 
a new "People's Front" gover>nmcimt headed by the Radical Socialist, Caro1lle 
Chautemes~ it. included Socialist Par>ty member>s, but r.o Con1muhists. 
f ¥ , hi I . ,. . . . *" . . 

· At the SDcioli~:;t Par>ty conference in July 1937, by which time the ·fiction 
that Ger>niany and Italy wer>e obser>ving ~·non-i·ftter>vention·" in Spain could no 
longer> be $UStained even by the widest str>etch of the imagination. Blum defenqed 
tne "People's Ft>ont" gover>nment's policy of 11 non-.inter'vention" on the gr>ounds 
that it had ''saved peace", declar>ing: 

"I r>ecognise that mL;:;t akcs have becH made, tLat we hav0 suffer>ed 
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cePtain disappoin~ments: btft, 'above all,. I ask you to Peflect on the face 
thac fop a yeaP SuPope has been kept fpee of wan ••.. Is pon-intef'vention 

I 

a lie? ,,.~.Yes! .Ye~: A ttlousand times yes, if you lik.o, But-in spite of 
this I am pot suPe that this lie, this fiction, has not ,enabled us ~o avoid 
the catastPophe, 11 ;;,. 

On 1\.1-c:Pch 13th,· l 938 Blum Petu:rned ~o head q new "People's FPont 11 ----gove:rnment. composed again of' Social•tst PaPtY members and Radical Socialist 
Party rneinbers. but no Communists~· It lasted less tlllf!n a month, resigning on 
April 8~h, 1938 when its fina(fciaf Pefonrn Bill was once moPe rejeeted by the 
.3ena~e.· ·' j 

. On Apni.l' lOth, 1 938· a1 new .. Pc.'ilopte•s Fraont~' govePnrnem took Qtfice.; with 
Edouapd Da!adier, leaqer· of the· Radical .Soc~aHst l=JaPty as Ppime I'v1inisteP; it 
included neitheP S~ialist PaPtY membePs noP Coril'munists~ but both the Socialist 
Pa11t~ c;tnd the Communist Party, gave jt their> suppo'flt .. 

. ln SeptembeP I 938 Dal<JdieP, as th0 bead of a 11 People's Pr>ont" govePnment 
dedic?f~d to 11 a~ti:.(a$otism ". rpade his infamous jourr;tey with Chambe.rlajn to 
Munich to meet HitleP and Musaolini an1 sifm appne>val fop the h&nding oveP of 
Cze'cnoslovakia to the na;:d:-::, ' . . . · . 

1 
. . 

The "Peoplp's FP,•jn~" h:a? comet~tCf.l,it:s allottod taffk, The a~t,i,..fa~qist 
rnovernent; in Pr>~pc,q: l!ad collaRpf:(d .in di~illusionqwrlt, ,~pt the q9ITlffi';lf1~St P<;!Pty 
tlad fl?~ly ccrPPied {OtLft t!le p.olicYJ .?f t,akiH~, no actio~t1 w~Ji?l\\"'ould ,bfleak 1;12 th~ 
~'1Peo~le,•s Pr.o,nt". _This V\'as ,~)mv c;io•~e. foP thEm~, . _, 

After.abo)ishiHb in OctobeP 1938 th . .; 40-ilOUP week whicl1 was the rnatn 
posiF~ve',ach,t~~ern,ent pf thp ,"P~.ople's FPonr~ actmin•stflz:tion. in, r,Jov,embeP_~ 
'P~qp}e,'s FPQ~t','ljlflQ ~}Ae, "Pe,o~lg'·s_fl'lont" gove,Pruner~t c,eas~d,to ~f'ist ~Vhj3~.,,op 
Noven.J.beP !ltb •. t\1e government papty,, the Hc:dicv.l :Jocialist Party. fopmally. , 
left U;.s~~ssoCiat~on with the "united rP,ont''. , . . 

Jn th~ sun,1meJ' of t93.9, tl)e "unit€fd rront~ at~·o cqc;:.,~e9 to, exist, 1'dhen the 
Social1~~ PaPty·t-yi.t:hdziew fi'om. it. On.Augusf 27th,. 193B •. a.fi oi>~.:;ans ot the Gommun
'st PfJ:lt_¥. Vl>'eP~ banne~. and 

1

Spon,tly ffteP tq~: pu~bPeak of the "phoney }·J~" on . 
SeptembeP 3Pd_. 1 939,. ttw PaPt¥ itself •vas outlawed and the mass aPP~sts of. 
Communists begp.n. · · :. . . . · · 

At the Seventh \.\'or>ld Cc.ngPess of the Conrnunist IntePnational just f~uP· 
year>~ epPljeP, in 1935, Cachin q~::d declaved: 

''The Peo.ple's .FPont , •• ~vas jnitia~,ed qy our. Commun~;:>t Pc:f'ty .•..•• 
' ' . J . j ·' ' : • • ' • ' • ' . 

Those tacticE? [?f tlle Pepple's Fpont,. whi9h v~~ hav? .~lPeady implemented and 
which we intend to intensify by alJ the means at our disposal, pr.esent a 
cer>tain dangeP. NevePtheless, wlw'n one is in a well-steePed ship. o'n~ can 

' i ,;. . .. ' ~ ; t 

, C!lways escape th~ J?Ock::r ~·. (l\·1. Cachin: Speech d~!}v.ePed ~the S.eventh 
\lorld CongPess of ~he Communist IntePnational. in:. "RepoPt .of the 

,c eveptl1 \·'/ orld Congress of the Cornmunist Jnte~natloiJal ": Speeches: PaPt 3. 
London 1936:- p,8, IO). 

In fiact, @f course. ·the ·''<<nti-ta'soist · Peo~le.,s Fr>crnt••• vvas steePed by the 'Nest 
CuPopean ,impepiali::.ts thPol:l'uh' ~ .. !unie-11- w,'fasctsir1 1and 'vaP. ' · · ' · 

. I· 

l 

l 
I 
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"THr::: THOUGHT OF HARRY POLLITT 11 

1\t tne ;E:ieventh \Vor>ld Congr>ess of tho .Communist Inter>pational in 1~35, 
Har>r>y Rollin tlad.svyor>p, along with hiE tellovv Pevisionists, peVE;!P to abandon the 
f'v1anxist-Lenlnist pr>inciple th~t pocialism could oot b© attained tbr>ough pai'qa
ment. but only ty means of a socialjst r>evolution: 

"The Communi~t Par>ty in its Pt3Volution,ar>y agit;at\o.n and pr>opaganda 
among tpe woP}(ePs must populariE>e itsiPevolutionar>y pr>o~mme of Sovie[ 
power'. conc·r>etely applied to 'BI'itish copditions and industr>ies as the qn,,lf 
way in yv}Jich all their> basic PI'Oblems can be solved. ,. · 

The Communist Pai'ty does not believe that Socialism xan be achieved 
through Pa~ljari,ent. and wtllal~''ays state thts stapdpoipt in i't~ agitation 
and p:roppga~da," (H Pollitt: Speech at l:he Seventh \'IJ OI'ld, c:;o.ngr>ess of the . 
Communist Intei'nati.onal ".in: Repor>t of tbe Seventh Congr>ess of the , ' 
Communist Inter>natlopal": Speeches, Pgr>t 7: London~ 1936: p.23, 27). 

'Ten yeaps: later>, Pollitt was pCCOP<fed by inter>nation&l I'eViE;ton,ism the . 
dishonour> of testing out whet!1ei' tqe time \·\'as now r>i pe to 8r>ing to: completiqn the 
abandonment of l'vtar>xisrrl-Leninism by the Inter>'nDtioniJ Communist Movement, to 
bPing to completion the pr>ocess begun f3t the Seventh ' ;or>ld Congi'ess of the 
Comrhunist IntePnational. This he did in a 'pamphlet entitled ''f\nswer>s to· 
Questions'-'·, published by the Communist' Par>ty of GPeqt Br>il!-ain::tn l\·1ay 1945. 

-.Just· as-the "pew situation .. cPeatea by the attempt of JaP<:1nese imp~;talisrn 
t:) convert China fr>om q semi-colorty of tmper>ialism into a colony of imper>ial~sm 
had been the pi'etext for> the abandonrrlent of M~r>xtsm..:Lenintsm tn r>elation to 
colonial.;..type countPie~ by l\,1ao Tse-tung. just as th~ "new situaUon" q',.eate,d by '·• 
the thi'eat of fascism had Men the ppetext for> the pgPtial abanclonment of Mai'xism
Lentnisrri in t>elati'on to ttle developed capitalist 

1
counti'ies Q-y 'Dtmiti'ov; so £he 

"new situatjon" which \\OUld ar>ise out of tpe victor>~ of the United' Nations in the· 
I ' l ' • ,• I . ' - 1 ' • I ' . t. . ' .; . I - ~ I 

Second Woi'ld \Var was made the piYetext for> the comple~e abandonment of Mar>xisrp-
, I I ' ' -' I, ' ., ~ I. . .J, • .... (,,I. I I . ' J ,, 

~entnts,m ip rtelation to th'e·de~elope~ cai?itap.st countr>1es ,b:( Pollitt. . · •. ' ' 
The Unity between US imperialism, BI"il:isti im'pei'iaUsm and the socialist 

Soviet 'Union, bi'·ought abou~ quPing VJor>ld War> II as a;· result' of tQei"n common 
ipter>est in the defeat of the AfCis power>s. would be, declar>ed Pollitt, even '"str>ong-
er'''l'n peace: tirne: . 

''Tne essence of the CI'imea pei'spective , ••. is that ~her>e shall exist 
between Britain and ArheJ'Iica (the two str>ongest capitdist nations in the 
woi'lcU <Jnd tl1e Soviet Union (the powei>ful., Socialist nation) a· str>ongei' unity 
in peace time than has existed in wat> ..... 

·The PI'inctpal capitaU~t coun~r>ies and tpe Socialist counti'Y have found 
a r.mitY of inter>est in wai' and peace." (H. Pollitt: "Andwer>s to Questions"; 
London: '1945; p.2'2·.:.23). 

This post-war> woPld wo1-1ld be one in wqich _waP •vould be irnpossible: 

"The for>ce and violence used in this vyar> •· .• pas also pettled the· 
l . ' ·, .. ' 

que sri on of futur>e. waPs." (H. Polll~t; ibiq~: p.40). 

In tnis idyllic PQSt-waP wor>ld, in wnioh the PI'incipal impePialists 'NOUld live 
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.. 

. , . 

"Capitalism, in jts <pr.e-!~39 tSet+up, had):become:such a·"fetter on 
Prpduc~lon' t}1at the ~~pttal~~ts ~~nn,selv~s find the~~ very- fett~tts a night

. rhare. ' .. He_il9e~i ~b,e~e. t~, :tlP ~o. ~ po~n~, a od~m~.n lnt~r~~tp~lt,Vf~~}i ,a.u(( 
the proa;ressive-se-attOil$ of1:he natj-oq.·iabou'l" and capltaltst ahke, in ·· 

. •tfi.r:ui&ng:a common sohltion.'qhl, Pl)lHtt; U:Ud.: p,44).·; 

'!The mone far-sighted elements of the capitalist. cJa~s .. ~ ... undePstand 
< i · . that •f tile Stlate 1baeJ ao .• take :su.preme cont·~l in wsl'itime, ·it will have, in 

• ' tffil n~w .s~atiO&!l·efteri thla wa~ •. to maintain iV&l'taus,fol'me oJ reo(lt~ol ..... 
In suph a s.itu~t'~~~~ ~-~a~.~ .~r~~~-~1·~~ can. me~ th~t .th~ s~ctlonal ~o~erests 
J>.~ ~1_e, q~pUaJ,~~~~- ~.j:o. ~~a:ne ~xt"'qt S.t.J~Q~dt!fl~ed t9 the needs

1 
C?f, .ttie whole 

. · Cwttt.6h ·tqei_~de ;.·. ~ ·.tlie ~pr~~ )~< • , . : · · · , . ' , . · ·• . 

, ' , ; , . Jt I ~'l.n llf~ \1\t<>~;~t ~ ,~r'~Ah tJifi. w~~lq!la +• Bss 8pd tiJe' ~ePI'tallst ~ Ctalor 
:'!.: f.~-~tU!i a~p~la~hrppen •. (H.,.Yfol~t~~. t9ld-_;.~· ~9. 3Q, su .. , , ;r 

;r(\V; qounse-•.tbe cES$tabliehme.pt of; s~-e :c$Pita1t.m, planned '4n the: intePeete, 
;of tt)sl~taopl~•B&. a rwbol.e, ~ould:iPSqUiii'O''~aesJ'4tl cthe ratat;e 4PPSI'?$tl,lst,-., t ' 

1 ~ 1: "'ilo,~!e¥.,1Jhi:e)tt.e.,;; $ta;ta;e~U~.~eci1tfl che int~r-ests of the 
· :q; 'i peOple~ :.as a whole· .. 6dt1lrthe §~r~t.l$ of ~e Stat~ i~self :wi'U~av~·-also 

to ~~derao changes." (.._. PoUJtt: tbld.;.p. 30f.: · . r., .~ :; 1• 

· · · ,· ·, 'aeQ~~se:tlle· o*.P:l,talfst: 'etas,~ ~n,d' ~~ ~ott~na ~it'Ef!3 bav:~· ·a, ~oomr;nrpn 
i.11t~~~~r ln .~J;~n(J~g·,4~o4~ ~~·r:;ae·g.tia~~e~~~ ~be:,ric~J'I ~~ ;ao;llt~v~d\>}' ·m1e~n~ of a 
tl v , ·m nt of na tonal nl 11

, u.~ ... -by a cpalJtion ~overnm.~o.t Jncluditlg the 
1
Cod e~~a~fve '~rt~. 1but , (: h a n'!'aj'6rity qf Social-Denioeliatic' and "prog~essive" 
n:lembens :~n t~e Hol,.lse of Comq1ons) : 1 

: : • ( :~ l" !\t J . <-• 1 • • I ' l •• ~. 1 ! : >. l 1; :~ f j { ..; 

·; .• !•. · --~~':'~Jn ~eEWtt.QO!.l~i#Qne . .w.e.~\;l$Jll·.JJ:a~~ in tl}e; GeMr~l ate.ott0n.to secutte 
,, •.: .. ~e ~Ji!dJng .Of;elle·t~Q.rv, f'IU\don!e.y •. .a.od sttel" that .El~eoUonttbe continuance of 

.. nacion$1 unltY:.; but.t natiN&l .~n~~ ~as.ed··•n i;i n•w gavemmaQt bav.ina belli no 
• .. ·· . .itt a meJO:PcilW afi,uabovr;aod--~gretasiv~ members of Pel"ilament •• This will 

.1·~clrVe. SJSew,;me&JJlP~ to,.natio.n~l .~iUr,Hme rttlat c.or~BSpOJldSl'OJ the real 
,, 1JJite,a&i~ of~nati~"~.'~H.; Ppi·Ut~:·Jbid.: ·p.45L,,.( u : ·; :~ 11 ,l·l< 

coe~~-~~ ~e::h~l~~,St~~e ~::::~~;tu~~at~-t~i~~!h~W~i l1~on?~ or "d 'tri6c~a to 

~I • • 

~-iff'; <..J .• ' .••• · '),;J I· :i I ••• ' •• • •• .••• ···;;:;: ••.. '; ·-, 

· - . ~~ ~-~ !_ f· ''.: _:,Th~1 wni. of /the p~o~~e ~b~t~ .. ~~~.~ fif' 1~d ~~e··tta~~· :~e~:oqi~. ~b~ . . 1 
•• 

iristr~eot anq 'gl.lid~ng' poW'er ttir~tlal1 ~len .Jmn ~~st b~ 'n~l\s~d th~ aim's • 
•' wb(c~ tnis war has bee·n fou~t·t1iq Win.r ..... r •(, . ··• 

. ) 
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To vvin a ne'-Y type of Gover>nrnent an::l P;-,r>liament, : . tney (i.e., qw 
v;or>king cla~-3F. - ,:; J.) v.ri ll .-·}puv-.; t6'tliei'r> side \Vide sections of tho peQple, 
Togethe!" they \Vil 1 make possible gPeat ~.ocial pr>op;Pe~>!:, ir. vd1ich IlJ~(r> 
liPe(::tion of the E3tate is the guar>ar!tee that it becomcm·the cu!:;todiatn fo.P 
democr>c.;tic advance," (H. Tollitt: ibid.: p,37) •... 

~~',( 

In thh: Il8\\! post -·,·;ap !::itGatiJn, therefor'~, Pol ritt (: oncluded,' con::litiom: 81"'>:~ 
object~vely favol1r>c191e fop "~he, ~e~cefultram:>i'~~pn ~? ~octalk;rn": 

''The c:~mditions .cr>eate:l by the great fi>O.litical che:mges ar>ising out of 
this wat> ar>e rtovv oqjoc~i vety mope favour>a()Ie for> the peacef1,..1l tr>ansition 
to socialism than they he:ve ever> been .•.. 

The for>ce and violer,ce used jn this v>Jar> .... Qps made it doubly 
difficult for> ttre ~'eactior,ar>y capitalist for>ces~ after a \var> ivaged with · 
extr>emG violence to defend democr>acy, to reson~ to violence to cJ:>ush. 

dern o.cJ:>acy. .. . 

.J 

We at>e· rnakirg the gr>eatest possible contJ:>ibution towar>ds the pos:sib-
ility of a peaceful tnansition to Socialisrr;," (H. Polllt~: ~biq,: p, 39,. 40, 4Z). 

Tpese' conpepts aPe·, of COUPSO, cornpletel:t J:>evisionist. . . . · .. ~ 
R'evisionism is the pei">ver>s1oii o( K1aPxisrri- L~nirjsrri to meet the J''eeds of 

the capitalist ~las?. c:m::l alJ:>ead¥ in 1945 Po~litt .. r>ecognising that u~i't~•d ?ts~es 
l111P~t>ie:llism vwuld ,emer>ge fJ:>orri the vliaJ:> as by far> tf!e stp:::>ngest irr;pePialist 
poweP in the wo!"'lct,~\;;:c:ts pJ:>epaJ:>ing to pl~ce the Communist PaJ:>ty ot O~eat Bt>itain 
pt the sePvio.e Of that,section of the B'r>itisl) im per>ialists. (then tl:le dominant 
section) which favour>ed tl:le;subonctinat\on of .British impeJ:>ialism to ·vra~bjngtaq: 

'!Vi hat csooas both· Amet>i6s;n ·apd BPitisb capitalists ·their> gJ:>eatest 
' < ' • • 

conoern? How to use the new gigantic pr>odu~tive power>s \vi,th~·n .the limjts 
of this pr>ofit-m<-Jking system ... ~. . · "i': , .• , t 

The ._only im,medi;:lto line of policy \Yhiph can offer> even a temgoraJ:>y 
. : .. -~.. ..'·~·!< .-, . ·. ·~· i - (" \· --·-.·~-, 

solution for t9is_.pJ:>ob'ter;n ·.or rr.qdepn ~a,pitalism . , . lie~ ..... Jp f?trnt;. 9{ e:t.:. 

economic co-of'eJ:>atior; that ,-.,i1l at the same time nelp to solve soine of .. 
~ . :t . . ' . - . ~ . . _: ,.. - : '; '.\.~ 

the baslc :Jiffc'l'~ JCS thC?t exist between the Br>iUsh ani An!el"'iCCII:l qat>itati::.:.;t 
o • 0 <o .~ o ' A •,' • o ~ " ' 

C)8Sf'OS, .. • . 
1:ihat is to be done \·Vith this iiT;rner,sely incr>eased pr>oclucdv~ p~•vep'? 

V~he.Pe is it to fird mar>kets? It cEm find them only ... by deyeloping otheJ:> 
countJ:>ies thr>oug.h investm'ent as maJ:>kets fOr> its goodsi ... , by international 
planning; :in ol"'de-r to help each countflY to spec-ialise in it~:,; expor>ts ·on what 
i~ is most fitted to pr>Oduce and on what othet> countJ:>ies need, and to reduce 
competiUve -Pivah•tes to the· minimum, a considePable amount of joint 
planninr. of inteJ:>national tr>ade is ·needed, and this··can best be oPgani~;ed if 
in the fir>st plc;ce t:hePe, is tt~e clqsest co-opeJ:>ation betweerJ Britain and 
Arqcr>iGa." (fl. PoU~~~: i9id~: p.JQ, 1~). . . 

2ight$en months before the I?Ublication of Pollitt's "An~:,\veJ:>o to QuE?stions", 
·the leadep C?f ~he Communi.s~ PaftY of the United States of /'.meJ:>ica, EaJ:>l BJ:>ov~Lder>, 

had also put fot>v·;apd ~-completely revisionist progr>arnme: ' 

"Out' post-war> plan Js nathna l unity; .... 

.. 
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Adher>ents of pacialism •••• must make it clear> thct ~hey will not Paise 
the issue of socialism in such a form apd mc;1nner> as to endanger or> WE:faken 
that nati anal unity, .•.• 

The pollcy·for> Ma.rxists and aU adher>ents of sociaHsm in th13 United 
States is to, face with all its copsequenc~s the per>specti ve' of a capitalist 

I 

United States ..... 
The Americc;m national unity whiCh vve have under> examination of 

necessity includes~ c;Jnd m1,1st include, a decisive part pf the big capitalists. 
Fo'f' American capitalis~s ~n the whole 'fr>ee en~l'Prise' is sacr>ed end 

unt:ouchal;>le~ , • : We ... , face the necessity , ... to take i~ fully into account 
and· avoid apy di~ect ch~llenge to jl:s validity, The problem is somewhat 
similar to that of religious freedom and toleration, .... 

We Marxists are accepting (or a l~;mg period the necessity to cooperate 
in making capitalism work in America. ••·. 

Nothing c·ould be more fatal for> the perspective of Teneran. so far> as 
the -United States is:concer>ned. than an attitude of unifor>m and undiffei"ent
iat:ed host>ilitY·to tqe ranks of big capital fr>om the side of the labour and ' 
lib.er~rl seattons. bf our democr>acy •••. 

I insist , .• that l~bour shall make clear> beyond all question th?t such 
conflict (j.e .• class copflict - Ed) is not the desire or airp oft re labour 
movement. i• (E. Browder>: "Teher>an''~ New York~ 1944t p,66, q7. 69, 11, 74, 
8'7), 

These; for>mulaUons are less subtle than those put fof'wBrd later by Pollitt 
in BPitafn, but they differ> little from them in essence. V-Jhat was unacceptable to 
woPld·imperialism. and so to world PeVisionism, was the practical. conclusion 
wh~cn B~owder drew fr"om the aQove analys~s: 

. . ' 

. "A.rnePiean Cqr,nrnunists afle nelinquishing fofl an extf;lnded per>io.d the 
s.trLJggle for> partisan advancemen~ for themselves as a sepaPate group .•.• 
The e~istence of 13 separDte politic,al party of Communists , .• no longer 
sen.ves a ptiae~idal PUr>pose qut can be, on the contr>at>y, an obstacle to tne 
Ianger unity •••.. 

Tfle tommuni~ts vvill. therefore. dis~:otve th~l~' separate political 
party1 ... . · ~ ·. · 

Ther>e \oviH no longer be a Commlipist Party in tl,Je United States." (E. 
BPOwder: ibid.: p.ll7t 

Tqus, in the inter>ests of "natiopal unity",the Congrea>s of the Cgmmunist 
Par>F¥ af}Q@ U.SJt. in 1\!!a¥19.44 ctiss,ol ved th~ Pi3pty, and trapsf?r~ed it Jntp Ejl~ 
;'educf!t~qn<jll b~d.~"· the. "Commynist Political A~so?iat!ont. 

Tq~s mov.e .was t.mapceet"!-2le to world .imp~~lalifrn b~oause the objective 
r>9le of r~visiqnism is to ser>ve the capitalist class. to divt;fr-t 8Wf1Y fr>om the path 
of revolutionary strug~le the most politically conscious el.,rnents in the working 
cl~ss: ·~c[a~tpot pertor.~ this POle if iS,li<Juidates the eoHti~al ~arty ,reguifled r,or 
tfiJs purpose. · . 

. I 

In the follo~;Ying year>, ther>efore, the leading French revisionist, Jacgues 
Duclos, was pllotted tile task of "exposing" the revisionism of Browderisn;, wnich 
he pr>oceeded to do in the or-gan of the FPench Comnwnist Par>ty, "Cahier>s du 
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,yppmunjsme ". Ir;.Pespmse tQ.;~his •:rrate,rnal c;:ritici;em "• a 1 s,pec~al Nat~onaJ 
Convention in July 1945 re-established the Communist I7ar>t¥ 1qf •tl}f:,l ~SA.,ltl,l},.der> 

the l~.Pfi~J;"·~hh-?.of tqe; r>evisionist \:v'i}liaf1l Fq?ter. ~n Febru9r;y- .\9.4o the Natiom;l 
Cot;nr;r.Jittee expelle?; Br>ows~r frgm ITJempership of the Par>ty •. apd hei took up. 
appr'opr'fately. the role of an infoPmation agent for Big Business., , 

A~ th~ ,sar;r.1e time. the:,ta~kwas a1t!?fited. t,o, Pollitt of testing whether> the 
time~ was now Pipe ,fQ.P Commqnist.·PaPties .to. adovt an outPigqt neviP,ion~st 

' ' - . . - • ~.I ~ • ; • . ( ' ' • . '.· -'l • • • . . •• • ~ ~ J • " ·• • 

progPamme. ~POfi!;vvhjcJ?: the l\1aPx,ist-Lenin~st lfi'~pciples th9t.- socialism could 
b~ :estab,lis9:;crp q~ly qy m~anp o~ thy smasqin~:U?f the C<=!-Pitalist :;tfi~e .if?, a socialist 
r>evoJ!-!tion. andJha.t j.t,cpulq1 be. ?:t=fiflt<:line/.;1 only 1?Y: ~he eptal;>Jjsbrpen~, '?f the 
dictatoPship of the vV?Pfil']~ P;las$. cou_ld b,~ ·discpr>ded. Th~f1hq did in. "Questions 
&pd A~~w,ep_s "'J. . . i . . · i 

The Peaction to Pollitt's "cr>eative.J'ylaPxjsm-L,eninism "·demom>treted :that 
~ .... '> • £ ' ; r .> 

in l 945 this v~fi~ ?.till !'pP-E}r;natur>e ". BoP .the· n~~t f~ve :ye.ar>s:. ):l{l~PMOI'e. Pollitt 
de,Yo.tre.d.hi9 OPqtor;y to, as5;isting, Britis.h rr\onopoly. capital sal VGJ the '.~patio~ql 
cPiEfi~." ·-r)>y \J;Pg~R.:;;,thG ~Yor>,king,c~?ss.:in the name of ''creptive,Mar>,xism..,. 
Leninism". to woPk har>der and collaboPate ~vith the employers in "rationalisation 

t < ·- • ' • ' 

~e<;lSUP;e~:" ~p, ~ncre,e:t!:?~ PI,>pduction Wid~!' "a .state gf ,eqlC?Pg~n~y": 

"Tfle job of tfi'f:s GongPess 'is to' advance the solution of tii.tfl co:untry's 
!' . n 

.gpave' pr>boh:h'ns .... 
The unions should demand that joint pr>oduction rnachiner>y - I'iationEJl, 

1 ,, ·fr~~iopal. local andfp.9tor>y ,-,.sh,oyJ4 be E?et uP :in all indH§tnif!qvritnout delay. 

' -l'. • 1 !. ]. ,.! ~ ~ : ~ ' . ; ~. ' .. ' 

We aoe f~lJ,y avvaf!.e hmv difficuJt it is to .convinct. tl;w wor>ker>~ of ~pe 
• • . I . _. J . • i · • ', ,. .,.. ·~ • • J • . ~ • -- - · ' • ' - '" " ' • 

need foP increased pr>oduction. This; i;:; uncj~pstap(jlabJe: wnen. the WOP~er9., 
see pools of unemployment." (H. Pollitt: Repor>t to the l 9th Congr>ess of the 

•;Cotrithuni~t ?a·f>ty ·bf ·trf;eat·BPitaih: ri'B:r>itain's Probl'emf.' C'a.t·be. c:.olved"; 
.r::entH:>n;rl947; p>t>~ 17~·16'). ··· , · · 

',-,' ; ~ : ~ . .1 ! ./ 

, '~If th~ m;i?~s .wh;o to pl~Y; ... a. r>(3al par~t in plannin~ th§lY .~ust under>take 
a systematic campaign to revive the Joint Producti~n Cqml"{l_ittees and1 to 
if,lsflfSI(;.ttw (Jo~vernrr;J1nf·JO !11c;ke them, ~e~ally,compuls~wy in all fiJ;>ms 
employing more than 50 wor>kePs ..... 

. . ,It is thqijpb of .t~e Pr>oduct~qn Committe,es in ~l) ind!lstpiep to secur>e 
gr>eateP output peP man employed on the basis of ~5':! !e,xistipg e.Quipm<ant .•. 

The Pr>oduction Cornrr ittees must b·,;; pr>epared to shmv hovv· output can 
:. be. incr>:ea·secH::i.Y.the bet.teo layout bf exi·sdng ·~lo'chihes. tho moP~ skiiful 

Jonviarding of~.sup.r::Hi;;s .of mat"er>.i~ls and c.omJon'sritJo-, the- t>ettef' k>rgArtisa-. 
tion of inner> factov.y'tnanspo~t;-~' btiet€(·r> dd~anisat1on 0f available- la96ur>~· •.• 

The·,4J0r>kers mu'st &e t>r>epai>e.ct.:.t'o suppoht·amo'Pe r>ationafuse ot' · 
labeuP. "''rBtionoriiic Commhtciof'tP!~ ·Com'munist ·Part~ ( 6f G~i3at Britain): 

1 .. vBPitaih's iP!an f;:)r1 Pr>osperiiy'': I~an~·bii: !947; p,ll0,11i). ·. "J(, 

,,;_j, t_.···_'. ·-·~_11' ... ·~~~'" .'. 1 ;i:_j -~;:!j'·;,'·_ -~·,i. •.t: 
. - 1,.Tfie.Gov:3r>n.ri1ent sh.ould ::Ieciar>e an emei>gency .. sitllation. a·~d-~ake: · 

o.mer.gei!9~ R~w!3_P~1 tO·?,r>ganisc;t, t~1e n;,:ttiS,>n' pesopr>ces, .. , . , l 
. - The. Gswer>nn';rt s.hpu.L,~ or>gppi:se;,:a ,gPeat p~l~tic~l carn.J?9ign, for. . 
mcPeesed pr>o:Juctlop. fmo·:nng '.J~:?qly \Yhot popttvc 1mpp.::wem~nts It >JVlll 
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· tn.,ing to 'the woPker''s· and ·theiP f~m'i:Ues in the foPm of better' co~ditions. 
no moPe q~eues. higheP wages. more goods. rnoPe houi;es. schools ahct 
.pew factqPie$, • . . ·· · , . 

' .a I • ,..l' 

Wjpe ou,t -defe-P.~ism. cynicism ?Pd d<?UQ~. ;:>P that,. f.oP 1 e:){arrwle, tj:le 
Joint Ppoduction C011fifT1itt~es ;C~>f'<;J,Pll;\f .be p.I'gpp.ised anq got going in f1 
rnannep \ve qave neyep seen before. just because &the woPkePs Ul)der
stand the' gPaVitt ofthe natiants posijtl<m, itS n:eeq fOP iilcr'epsed ppoduc
~t'an."' £B~ P~Ditt: ••Looking Ahead"; J:.;<m<;iont'l~J47; p,67, 7-6,'123) .• ' 

·' 

( .. ' ! ~ '. ; . ' ~ '· ; '· . • { f t :; } f • • ' . : ~'' _.., ' 

, ; ... , ~ -,~ "TA~1 ,tr>~_~eftd~~ s9ci?l. _upb.el?yal vv'ilJici"l;too~,Pl,ac~ at!~~r ~he waP in 
·; _,: ~h<? .• fr91,lnt,r;~~f3 qf, AP!rl:~~ern ~n~ SGI.l~!J:·rEa~teP"} ~upope. pn 4Ph!3!av:alvvhich 

; . ·l, . : T'ef5,JJlte[f, in tp~ consolid~lop Jn thl;:!~,e c~>untr.i¥ls of tpe cliOta~orsh~p of the 
.. R~Rtl:Ct~I'i<?t,;hl tne.form. of.Jj;t.e,PeoPJy:1s_Pef!lOCt'pti.c ,S~~te11 ,had t~-e· 

1 , " ~; .ph~r..aQ_~el' ~f; a P£ql:e~c:ripn peyqh;~~iOO;, of a sqciali.s-.t revol~tion. ·~ ( H• Mine: 
~, ~'P-e~ple'$ Deill;ocRayY in EI;:st~T'n_E~r>ope~·~; ~orv\on: 1951; P,.6). 

Already in 1941, 'h~'veveP, Poflitt "''as PPesenhn£t·the People's DemocPac .. 
ie~ of Eas~ern.? Euf>ope qse~mJ?les of;9 . .'~!Wv; £,0?~ f9 El,Oci~lis,m~:, a Po~st ,withoet 
tpe di,cta~o~'2.l)l}R 9l1Fbe; woskjn$i £lpss,,,P, -pGB£! \J::!Jl:}ou~i pev;olijtlon: . 

. ~·tn a, J1,urr;tQEW of coulilti"-ies V'l!ll.ePe ~opulal" democPacies .have been 
est~bitsh~d. -.?:;new Poaq to.· So.qi,8lism h~s ... opep~d b€)f~~.e- the pe~pleo: , 

. In tbes.e co~~ies ~-~ ~l:ci~ ,po~~iQl.e,~p,se~-"how .tn,e. people will move 
, . ~p.waPP,s. $q~~~i.sr,n •Yi~ol.lf fu,~~~~ ,,'~<;>l,u~wn.: '"iitboU:t .t~ ~ctator~ip of 

~be proletari~t." (H. Po1~!t~: '' Lo.q~~ ·Abe~':l" i L.onoon.; .194;7; p. goJ. 

Then, 13t a meetipg qt the EXIecutiv~ ·cQmrtlii:tet:f of the Cqmrnunist Party 
. 9~~9IJfl?.t E'!fit?ifl .~fl.J~y 1~50, If,al!4t Ji>~ U'l~ cas~,-/01" iiL{l£W 1,1?!i:\£Si jj?,rOi·r'effim~ 
top tg~. ~s:~<i'O:U~!lfuen£ or t:CwktiJern II iJl)3q!¥!!£ OQ ~ ·Pf!ff!tw ,Qf ·;s,r~~iP~h i£WiJ'7' 
ptic;;Jns 

11 
,and "Pf3q-W~' ~: ~t?WU?.2r:ec~ "11 \"flttJeU~ :5'¥Y9JWti9fl !nd)-si.&e,<_tut ~h9 ,dlGt§w-Rr , 

s,hie 9f, toe, vvorkin,s_ t,lass: . : . 
i' J " '' ' ',. "'. ' ' . ' . t 

. , "Our .P~W~Y m,ust ~pq Q.ap foc~ul~_te su.yll a staterq.en~ of· policy as ... 
w·_~ll, ~ttract 'o<Yide ?ttept~on. discupsion Cjnd suppqrt. .., It rru.1s~ be 

' .{' , ' . ' . ' . . 

. im,m.edJat,el.y ~P~ct~ca.pte anq pot onl)l possiQ•e .af~e,r ~Gfll' capitali~,!; and 
}'~an:;P,orl M;o1.1~e ~~gey C?f a 'b~o0qy_ r~volut.on~"'.)t m-.~t 1~~ applicable to 
BPitish conditions and be based upon them ~nd Brit\sh inptitutions," 

'_(rH~ PoU~tt1 ci~ad by J. Gollan; •'Pe<>Pf'e"'~ 'DerrtoCl"acy'tor.Bri~in": London; 
I •. l9S2f1,1,3--4), ''. ' . . '· ' . ; 

The new p~ogl"amme, "Trye Bl"jtis,h ,Road tp Sqfjal~fil!J1 "• f.as a9orted by 
the 22pd. National Congpess of the Communist Pal"t:Y at Eastel" #952. 

The progl"amme Pcpudiatec;l as a ••fie"' ttlc"concept that th~ Communist 
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Party was bent on destpoying that B~iti~h "insti~ution" known c;lS the Bnitish 
:::mp\Pe: 

"Ttw enemies of Commur.ism declaPe that the Comrnl.lnist J;rar>i:y ~·· 4s 
aiming at the destPuction of .... the 8Pitisn Em piP~'. But it is s lie". ("The 
BPitish Road to Socialism"; Londor.; 19'151; I).\l). 

On the contPaPy, the Com,f'l}unist Pat>t?y would estaolish "noPmal'lr>elations 
between the BPitish people and the people of. the Empire, would establish Pelations 
!Jnc;ler '"'hich BPitain would export'tndu~trial pPoducts to the c,mntPies mak.ing UP 
tl1e BPitish Em piPe~ togetheP with technical' specialists, and would Pece(ve fPorn 
tl1em essential food and Paw matePiels: 

. '''The Communist Panty'~ our> Pr>ogPamme states, 'would p1,1t an end to 
th~ pi:>esent abnoPmal r>elations .... between the British people and the 
people of the Empir>e OY establishing dur>able fPiendship with them ... , 

Oup People's GovePnment, th(( Pr>ogParnme declar>es, would enteP into 
.... mutual aPr'Bngements witp ~hese .... Gover>nrhents tO ensu.J;'e 8Pitain 
'the noPr'nal supplies of the vital food and' Paw mater>ials necessar>y to l}er 
economic Hfe ' .... To t;he , ... colonial count~ies we \·vould send 'the pPocl.uct;s 
of ePitish •indUSti'Y needed by those countPies fOP theiP 0\\ ri economiq 
development' .... We would offe'I' technical specialists. II (J. Gollan: RepQrt 
to the 22nd National Congress of the Comrpunist Par>tY of GPeat BPitain • 

. ''People's.Dernocr>acy; for> Br>itain"; ~ndon; 1952: p,8l. 

The estdb.l1shm·ent of close associc:ltion between Britain and the people of 
~he 8mpir>e is necessary for> "mutual defence against US irpper>ial1sm ": 

'•All this, contim,1es our> Pr>ogr>amme, 'would pr>ovide the 'basis foP a 
new, close •.. ~ association of tlJe British people and the .... peoples of the 
present Empir>e to pr>omote mutually benef-icial economi<;: e~change and 
cooper>ation, and to defend in common their> fr>eedom agfiinst Amer>ican 
impePialist·aggr>essiont.·~ .. This; fight r>equires close association and 
cooper>F~tiol! for> victor>Y'~., (J. Gollan: ibid.: p. 8, 9).; 

Thus, the Communist Party would not dissolve the Br>itish Empir>e but tr~ns
foPqi it into .a new associCition ~a ·~'Commonwealth1i J,)ez>haps !"" bas~d on neo-· 
colonialism, i.e~ on the "independence~~' of the member countr>ies: ·. 

"All this, continues ouP PPogriamme, 'would pPovide the basis for> a 
new, clo~;:;e, voluntl!lr>y and fr>atel"nal association of the' 'Britis~ people and 

the libePated people·s of' the pr>esent Empir>e to· pr>omote mutually beneficial 
ec'Onomic exchange a,nd c·ooper>ation, and to defen~ in common their" fr>ee
dom against 'A·mer>tcsrfltnpel'ialist a~gPession'". (J. Gollan: i'Q\d.: p.8) • 

. .. 
The pr>ogr>amme also r>epudiated as a "?lander>ous, mis·P,epr>esentation" tlue 

conpE:~Pt that the Communist Pal"t~ sought to r>eplace capitalist. "par>liamentaPy 
democpacy" py a woPking class state, the dictatol"ship of ~he woPking class, 
e~pressed oy that alien tei'>m "Soviets"-: 

"The enemies. of C::::omrruniE>£11 accuse the Communist Par>ty of aiming 

----·--·--- -------- --------==================::::::::::::;;:======-
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to intr>oduce E·oviet Powep irJt Bpitpin, and to abolish P<:Jr>liament. This is 
a s181f9er>OUS mi!;>P~ppesentation of OJ..lP policy. tt ("The Br>itish Road to 
Socialism'': London: 1951; p.14.) 

In what Gollan descr>ibed as the "now famous key for>mul~tion" of the n~w 
PT'Ogr>amme, the Communist Par>ty declar>ecf:'tha~ ~he par>liament of the capitalist 
state could be tr>ansfor>med into "the democratic instr>ument of the people's vvill, 
into an instr>ument of "People's DefTlocr>acy". bY means of which socialism could 
be intr>oduced constitutionally: 

"The Br>itish Communists declare t:hat the people of BP~tain cran tr>ans
for>m capitalist democr>acy into a Peal People's Democr>acy. ):r>ansfor>ming 
Par>liament, the. pr>odu<;t of Br>itafn's.histor>~c str>uggle for> democr>acy, in~o 
the democr>atic instr>ument of the will of th~ vast ma~or>ity of her> people." 
(Ibid.: p.l4). 

"Socialism is achieved through the mass movemen~ of the pe<,>ple 
tr>ansfor>ming Par>liament into an instr>umen~ of jts will and using it to 
legislate for> Socialism." (J. Gollan: ibid.; p,l5). 

Since 1951. the "Br>itish Road to Socialism" has been r>evised thr>ee tirn.es 
- in 1952, 1958 and 1968 -.and the "pupe democratiC(" chanacter of the "socialist 
state 11 to be established along ~his r>oad has been claPified: 

"Democratically or>gantsed political par>ties. including those hostile to 
socialism, would have the r>i~ht to mc;~intain the~r> or>ganisation, puqHcations 
and pr>opaganda, and to contest elections." ("The Bnitish Road to Social
ism": London- 1968: p.5Q). 

But the "novv famous key foprnulat:ion'' of 1951 remains virtually unchanged: 

"By political action, using 01,.1r democr>atjc r\ghtp to tPansforrp trad
it;onpl institutions, Par>liament can be made into ar>t effective instr>ument of 
tne people's will, to carr>y through major legiplation to challenge capita~ist 
power, and replace capitalism by socialism." (Ibid.~ p,49). 

ln I=<ebr>uary 1956, follovving the seizur>e by the Sov~et r>evtsionists of the 
iTJachiner>y of the Communist Party of the Sov-iet Union, the 20th,ConBress ofithe 
yPSU adoi<ted Polli~t's '•\(ey for>mulation" to give it an intePnation~l irrn?iibatlon: 

"Tpo question arises of whether tt is possible to go over to socialism 
by using parliarrientar>y means. No such cour>se was open to the Russian 
Bolshevi~s .•••. 

Since then, hO\vever>, the histor>ical situation has under>gone rad\cal 
changes which make. poE,sible a new approach to the question .•... 

The pr>esent situation offer>s tqe wor>l<,ing class ~n a number> ofcapita
list COUJ1tr>ies a r>eal oppor>tunity ...• to captur>e a stable major>ity in par>lia
ment and tPansfor>m the latter> fr>om an qr>gan of bour>geois demQcr>acy 'into 
a genujne im:tr>um~nt of the people's will. In such aq event this institution, 
tr<:.d\tional in many highly developed capitalist countr>ies, may become an 
organ of genuine democracy - dernocr>,c.:cy foP the wor>king people." ( N. 
Khrushchev: Repor>t of the Centr>al Committee to the 20th CongPess of the 
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CPSUi Lonqon: l95~f p,30), , 

lfl NQvembA~ 1957 t~V3 Com?lup,i~~; f,nct,~gri~f\~' · ~f!r;tie~, ?f ~9~. '.'~f£\9li,~~ 
R?UPfi'ies','; incl,uq9w tl1~ Communl~P.,Pal'~¥ ~f ~l1~nat,.fW:qP'r;s,e?,.PQ,lli~FJ~}I,ls~¥ · 
r,orw!ttsvon~': · 

'''I'Qday in~ number' Qf capitaljst coun~vies tqe WQf!\{ing c-li3!3S, qeaded · 
~Y its van,gt,~,am:l, has the Qpporwnitf ,. 1 t~:Hmite·a majo~i1i¥.of tt\e peo~l~; . 
win state P())Wef' witpopt e:ivil vy<;,1r> and ensure ~he transfer> of the bafi)ic,: 
means of PI'oduction to the hands qf ~he peoPl.e. • .. , TIJ~,woJlk,ing class GaP 
~e~4I'e a fir>m rnajor>itY ~n PpPl~ament, tnansforrn Parlii3ITj<::mF fl'om an 
ipst:t>urn~nt serving t~e ~lass ip1ier~sts of t:h·e bourigeotste ~n~o an instr>u
men~ serving tq'e W9I'king people,· lau,nctl $ non.,.Parlif:nne;ptpr¥ rnas!i 
struggle, smash tile restsi:apbe qf ~he repctlonafly forces and cfle<?te tht;l 

. necessar>y ccrridlti6ns; for> peaceful' I'efllisation of th~ suciallst re.vo~ution," 
( DeGlal'aqon of the Co.J111mvnist and Wol'ker>s' Parties of Sodali·st Countries~ 
;n: "FoP Peece ! f'qr So9i<:llisrn !'';London; l9f;57: .p.l2). 

. I . 

"36 Mtplon .Oom.mvnis~s 

~ $./i9. # .,ll_q_~-6~ r:i 
~ . .' I ~ . '1. ~ ( ~ 

. ' all ~-9 q Q,, the v-~ foP e. the 1 e,a de r 6.h i p of. the in t e fl patio n a 1 
comm~nist rpovement' naq abandofled MaPKism -Leninisrnand 
had ~ompletely embraced Iievision~srn. Tne inter.qational 

: ' .. ~ - . . , ~ t· . . ,' . I . . I 

¢ 0 m ITT U 'p i S t t'lTQ \1 e m• 0 flt p' a d C e a S d d ~ Q , b 6 t p e V a n ~ U a !' d q f t 11 e 
w o :r V;l w o r k t n .g q 1 q $ fl • cLP d t h e n 1J .il d j' n g o f ·a n e w i J:1 ~ a v ri ~ t i o n a 1 
Mavxi$t-Men.inj$t mov~ment had ,bqnely. be~n .. 1n. · 

.At thE?. oo,r.e ·e>f .~be new revis\qnis~ P~'o&r?mm~ lay the 
p·)naep~s of ~he ''un~ted fl'on~" and the "peo,ple':s front'' .. 
b4ilt potf •n acc9rdanqe with Ma~xi~t,.Leq~pist PPincll(l~$, 
"fn·ont· qel6w'", ln <fonjurrction with tne' expQs·uve ·i?.lld i~o'Iatiop 
of =~fie. Soc~laJ'.;.D-emQGflP.'tlc Parry leaders 'a,nd tqEq~ POMnte'r\
P~~~s 'tn -the t~·~<,le uniop movement. but tqe ,,·Vfllted ·ff'Ont'' 
a l1 d. t h e " p e o p l e ' s t r q n t '' p u il t u I f1 p rp a p c;> v e '' • w i.t h , t h e P e 
regl'esent<?J•i.ves of toe capitalist class: 

''The Corpmunist Peflties advQcat~ coopel'ation wi~.h the S~oialist 
Pai1ties· . .. ~ · ~ · .._.: · 

Today, in a number' of capitaljst countPies the workip~ class, headed 
oy Its vangu~rd,. hE.ls ~he o~por>turity~ .s~.X.~h1 f\ .. ~l'life,~ Vf0!!~,£1~ eta~~ a,~g 
OOP,iHa~. fncmt '?r .2t~~I' work~Wl~ !9r,!J]~ o,f ,f,ir~!=:m~.rF ~Jtq,,P~J\HCf!~ f10?~~r~-. 
$iO!J .~,~t:Yf<e~ 'tge st~f(~~~Q~.R-frt~~s ~Q9"gu,Q~'t9.., ~r,·sapi~?~~on~.~ to 'unJtc a 
rnajc;>l'ltV Of the Pebp~e, 'Nitl State f!>OV'f~r WithOpt ClVil V{afl and EillSJ.lP9 tl'le 
franst~r of tl1e basic meahs Of pf'qduotion to the ·'nands of thEi peb_plEi. i•' U\>~d,; 
p,30, 31 .;. my emphasis - Ed.)' . ' , . , 
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. The Llabour> P;ar>ty ano the Communi,~t PartY,, ~onkin~ together" for 
their> sooialist aim. ar>e. the working class pollttcal or>ganisations on wl)~cb 

f J ,J. .! : , l • , I , , • _, 1 

the success of the cbange to socialism :dep,endE), ~·, "!· 
The ending of ?q bans and thf3 Jdevelopfllentof upited actionbetween 

tpe Cqmmunist Par>ty and tne Laqo~p Par>~y is alsa a step towar>ds e~ector>al 
unity against fhe Tor>ies •.• , _ 

At every stage ir1 this stru,gg~e. ~ sti'Opg Com~urnist Pal"ty,, vvor>king in 
·· t~ll associatioD; wii,h th<? L!ab9u·r> Pii~t¥. trEule 1:\nJons pnGl Coop-~r\~~itive .. , 

Movement, ts essentlaL-1' ( H'f'he BP1tf?~ Ro.ad to -soGtialj$rp ": t..ondon;:I'9~8; 
23, 29, 30}. - . .. - ·-

This "up.~ed fr>onr fr>om above" if:> seen as ap impor>tant 
s t e p i n t h e d i r e c t i o' n o f t h e f u s i o n a f ~ l1 e t w o p a r t i e s i n t o a 

single par>ty: 

"The split in the r>anl<.s of the wor>king class , ... r>emains the. pr'incipai 
obstacle to the achievemen~ of the aims of the wonldng class. Communists 

··~Q~~r>es~fut:ely,to elimLnaJ:ethls siifl~i• ($.tat~mefifof the Worldis Com;.:--! 
munist Par~ies,An: "36 rytiHion CQr,\TI~~OiS!ts say··~·"; London, p.28),. 

"The r>emoval of tbe bans· and proseripti,.ons dir>eoted agdinst the 
Corpmunist Pa11ty is the fiflst s~ep in nestq~jflg ~Jnity ~o the movement. This 
could lead to further> steps towaPdS, U·flity, including the possib4.lities of ... 
affilic;Ition (i.e •• of the Communist,P,:lpty to tn.e Labou·P PartY- Eo.). a.nd 

, . , ~ · I • ·' ~ 4 ' • t 

eventually of a single woPkiJlg class Pfll"ty based on Mar>xism." ("The 
6flitish Road to Socialism"~ London~ T<l58; p,29), 

. •. 

When the Seventh Vv a rl d ~ 9 ng r e s·s of the Com m u n is t: 
lntern~tional put forward ~he, persp~ptJv.e of the eventua~; 
u n i ~ y of t h e C a m m u n i s t P a "q,r .a.:n d du~ S o c.i a,l ... D ~ m o c rat i c , 
Party !n .each country, the condition t.ha£; the leaderspjp of . . . ' . ~ 

the Social-Democi'atic Party should "acc~pt Marxism" 
ipcluded tne unpcceptable· 

'. '! 

,"condition that the necessity of tpe Pevo~t:lti9pi,I'Y pvyrthJ'O)'\' ofthe ru}e 
.P~ tpe b~urgeoisie and the estaqlish~~:lt of the ctictftor>shit;> of the pl'lole
tafliat in the fol'lm of Soviets be recognised." (G. Dimitflov: Main Report 
D'euvered at the Seventh \Vofll--1 Cohg~ess bf the e~ri1mtmist irtte'tiri~dona{ : i 
ln "The United Front"; Lopdor.~ l9'3'8·: p,88), - · .. 

N o w t h a t t h ·e.. " n e w c r e at i v e M a p' x i s m ut o f t h e P e v i s i o n i' s t -

led woPld communist rnoviement has tnr·own o·vei'boar>d the 
n e c e s s i t y o f t h e P e v o l u t i o ·n a r y o v e r> t h r ·o \~· o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i' e 
and the establishment of th"e dictato·pship of th'e pr>ote·tariJat, 
!!2-Q..'?-!=i.~_cj~-.!!~!Il....?J..!J.§_t_g__!:_D~_f..tLf!..LoJ1_2!_t,.h..,.e_~._,CUU.UJ_uJlj.E.!_~§.£tY 
~!}Q_t_lLe _ _§_o_cj.§l.::.!?~.Dl.Q..S..J!.ClU£_!?.§£!~-UI-e..§£j}_.Q.Q!:!.I!i..C.:t...J.!1!2-~ 
~ifl~l~e_l\.§,.rl¥.: ,t ~.L§._h_a-.s_~~E.9~~..P~l?i;E£~~£ ..... g~,g~!l~~#~~.Y.,P""7eJ.¥;Q.!! 

" tl!:~..:P..§:E.!l<L~t.£~..9JJ.!:£~.!11-8JlJ:-s>_.Qf., .. n:uri!.Q.EQ!.:t..._c.,.a~1~tJ.!l .... ~!!.£!! · · 
£a ~!l ~~¥-4;..! .U £ ... 1 .. '11 ~.£ ~ -s> .!..§. ....;~f~ ,::v;_hJ..£JL. §~£!! +~ ,..:•_u.,;!U! .§!. s! _e. f!.l!t¥;.. .2! _ ~lt_e _ 
~,.9..1:'-~!! & .... ~ . .l. . .s'L s_s_" _ .l'li:Jl L J .fl ~ .. :j: .. ~~t.,bj)' -!'!t.X:ih. 
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The ·c 0 n c e r' t 0 f •a Jl u n 'it e d f p 0 D t' ·r p b ri1 B b 0 v 0 II .•, it h the 
c 0 u n t e p ~ p e:v 0 I u [ i 0 ro'a i>'y' :'c 1 a' s~d 'e ne rT1 '8 s· 'o'f t l'i e j "(V 0 p l(1i ·n [!, c l a: s s 

is a k, e y concept o :r ·the -P e vl sib n;i '.st ''Thought· 0 f f\'la d T s e
t:Jng" 1

.'3Bu·t ;faP ffiom b'eing :pecu<::l•iJalp:·tol Chfn(ise··"'Left 1' 

i:> e V :is i 0 n' i S 'm .- t h ;i , C 0 D C e p t;' i S 'flU D d ~ frl~ G D t B } ; t 0 :il 0 \j' e P Ii. P e V i S -

i o n i s m a s a w 11 o 1 o . "" · ·: · r · ·' 1 1 i, 

rp1f1·e r>e·stor>a.t'i:on of the cori:>ect-' I'v1'kr'x·ie>t-Lehinist tactics 

QL J~~~~~rr1t}=ct=l~2!i tE ]~~=ttt~~}j::;j 1L~tl=o] =K~ £ ~ ii'~ i~riCk~~ -----
0 e·f>'v:e:r•s:i() fl"S ;· is'' t3_1n i rtt p b r" tan tiT ask" f (,lp'' t' hie n '3 'N ¥vi·2 PX i g t-
~~---------------------------~---------------------
1~~l~L~~lgt~~~~02B~l-
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