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offer challenges to those yho believe in the necessity cf

Labour Party with the- ideologic
against the left:of their own party.. .

#%% INTRODUCTION #iex
A lot of changes are. happening in the world. ﬁaﬁijgg*tﬁgm_

socialist revolution,
Within.B?itaing'ThaﬁcHer Has vowed to 'wipe out. "soeialismv,
0f course,-her définition of socialism inecludes all thé traditional
elements of ‘Labour's sécial and economic policy, but the anti-
ngociglist" rhetoric of -the Thatcher regime is alsd directéd
against genuine -socialism. _ CNTh L I3% - {5 3 =
The reaction of much of the left has beenvery defensive. ..
The Communist Party of Great Britain {CPGB) has moved even further
away from Marxism under the impact of -the offensive of the right ¢
indeed, the CPGB has been part -of that Offensivey rounding . ‘
the militant trade unionists who fayour: fighting back against
capitalist attacks on their rights ( such.as Scargill’ and his
allies in the N.U.M.), and providing the Kinnockites in the

al ammunition for their fight

Others join in -the ridiculing of "éutdateéd” 'and “dogmaticw
ngocizlist" ideas. Whatever else might 'be said ‘about these moves

it is clear that their effect ‘is to make many of those who stil1. *
believe in a socialist''filture Goubtful a¥out their views, and, o
make them feel isolated in a world in wWhich -the ‘Selfish angd

corrupt values of capitalism hold sway. B
Tnternationally, things seem more complicated. The sharp and
obvious differences that there were a few years ago between -

Soviet and Chipese internal and external policies no longer

=xist. The changes that have occured need 10 be analysed. thoroughly
and asscased, but there's no dsubt that they have Toft man&; ughl
with.a lot of questions about what soc¢ialism is and whether it -

is necessarily superior to capitalism. . 1

We reject the degmatic @pproagh of those - mainly on the trotskyist
left - who attempt to force their analysis: of the realiwerld to

Fi% into 4 mould cast in the last century. But we believe .. ..

the basic‘Marxist'view ef the world,'whiéh-analyséé the forces

in the world and the way they react with each other in' terms

of their material interests within specific systéms of séeial.
production, remains absolutely sound. o -

The Revolutienavy Cemmunist League sees the .need for accurately
analysing-changing realities, and adopting the appropriate policies
to deal with thenm. We aim to .use MarxismFLenin%S?'toltacklé - R
probléems of working for sogialism yithin the context ¢f an advanced
imperialist country. There are no medels for us to follow, and -

we cannot expect ethers to do our thinking for us. We work to

find our ewn independent revolutionary line, and are certain
that-those_around the world who are also deing this have the

hest prospecis of success.



The main article in this issue of OCTOBER concerns an.

important-event ‘in Ireland's reﬁolﬁtiﬁﬁéfyihistdry;q%ﬂer%913
Dublin Lockout, This year ‘is the-75th anniversary of the Tackout: |
Irish revolutionaries have achieved a lot sindéithen;-fofciﬁé;" *
- Britain into a tactical retreat from Parts"ef"their.gountry ang., .

-in -the-recent past, sustaining mearly twenty years of politioni
~and armed struggle against.the British state, All*thefﬁaﬁé,ﬁthéré

are still lessons to.be -Iearnt from the fight of. Irish workers
three-quarters of a century ago, especially about the:inter— = .
relationship of the.class ang national struggle in states where
national oppressjion exists., ™ =

o VEE (B o s e S an 2 , .
In some sense the national €léement in an unfolding-wOflﬁxreVolutionary ’

process provides the focus of this issué of OCTOBER: Marxists

have the tdsk of grasping the varied: forms in‘Whidh‘it'infldénbes,

infuses and impinges upqnjfhe'sbpiallforéesfpf society, : o

In the confrasting cases-of -India ‘and Kampuchea, the national - _
element is present Jdespite the aifférent stages of thé‘re?01Ufionary
process in1th¢se:coun¢ries;,lnv;eprinting_t@eir‘respective -
documents, the Revolutionary Communist League wishes to advertiss
their analysis of the situation and. tasks they face, rather thap -
prgvide_another~interpretamiqn..Alrgady there are'foo'manylon the : :
Left whoAcan,prOVide:anvamswer,forﬁevery.strugg@efpxceﬁt,the ong.;

where they reside. -

Ourfpolitioal“critib%%m'offthé,genéial orientation of the . .
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement contained in. this isspe
could be repeated for other ‘tendencies :-their inability 4o
fecdgﬁizéithat the reyolptiqnary ?g?nda'i§’not Set by . forges- -
external to-the revolutionary striggle; ‘or to . - 5 i
an actual revolutionary process at work when it @oes mot cohform
to their pre~conceived scheme‘of~%hét'?evolutibn is.
Amongst- the things that can be.said with Céitaipty 16 4ihe’
revolution is not simply an event butrmore an enduring prodéss,
The review of :Tetsuzo Fuwa's book ig a tentative 1ok at one
aspect of Soviet-.experience,.A task that cannot be ﬂélgeetéafb&
an revolutionary given the flow.of commentaries on.thé Soviet

Union today.

We hope thit this and our other articles will be useful and- ¥
informative for readers.: In a:small way, we-feel that their. -
contents testify tﬁ'the'iﬁpogtgncé of the develépment of .
independent Marxist-Leninist anglyses and ‘policies aroung

the wo;ld.i: ' . : i
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This artzcle is: in commeratlon of the ?Sth anniversary of
the 1913 Dublin Lockout, a milestone in the cause~of - Irish
national freedom and social. justice. It seeks to draw out

sorde of the relévant lessons and issues that still come to

the fore in workers' struggles taday. ) .

A

s

— 1913 ~———
uBLIN Lock

iE

INTRODUCTION

The wublin' *rock Cut® was one of the largest and most important struggies
to taks place in wesiem Burope. It was tec go on for over five months
¥rvelving over 20,000 workers in vublin and surrounding districts, It
wat to be a deﬁnlj political strike, one that combined revolutionary °
nationalism and elass war in a bltiter antlnimperialiwt and anti~capitalist
fight, On 4ne =ide stood the Irish capitalist class backed by Britls&
imperialism and its lackeys in Ireland and Britain and on ahe ‘other &

.revolutionary and nationalist trade unzan, the working class of gqh in and

their alllss in Britain. : ,

The atxlke, like 81) great cocial movements was to expose and cxystalise:
tne revolutionary forces that were to piay a lesding role in the 1916
Uprising and the anglo~Ixish war that brought nomninal freedom to 26 of
Irelands 32 countiss. In Britain its effects were dramatic and deep
The working class divided over the strike with a percentage rrﬁviﬁg
capable of %howing o lass 5olidaxuty to their bBzotheys and sisters i
Irelance. %OdSVP?Q & great number would not, showing that the bite of
bh,avzﬁxsm and raﬁlrm was already deep *n31de ‘the labour movement. ‘his
division in tHe working class, when it faced with & strusele thai breaks
the hounds of ‘acueptabie’ Lap1ta1 ]akcur contlicin whish are well within
4he +olarance of the system in tre 1mper*allst heart-lands « indsed sre an
wates part or i, pArticularly a fight that S¢ déenly anti-Sritish -
z. erialist reveals ihe aegree to which bourgeois idgsolozy iar hedeome pdrt
I the working clasges World view., NMost sharply exposed was the E"ri
mwmuﬂsmwmmdzmd}t lmdmﬁ4ﬁ‘36¢mmﬁﬂmm hbourt Fayby : -ﬂw
opportunist misleaders of the TUC. 'They, in the .end, were revealed- i i what
they were For zll who hud eyes to see. Wgs % s Tmy T : :

Tiw strike was an integrsl part or ireisnd*c shmizgle Tor rreedom not as
mome would wish it & simple capital ve labour strugzle., ~The ract that the’
lessons of. the struggle wnd ‘indeed the sizuggle itself is jgmoved on the.
pard of the sritish *left* has much to 4o with the degrsd o which bourgacis.
ideclogy has corrupted the middle=-class wouldeps mevolutionarise ot Brizain.
To put_a name on it they are sick with scclal-chauvinism and what is
virtually antieIrish ratism.

73.
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The working class of Dublin wnderstood thelr swn struggle guite clearly
sad stood shoulder to shoulder ae long as this was pensible. Their
struggles, their pain and sacrifices wers to b partially rewarded in
1916 and in the "Tan War?!; but that is.a Fight that continmuas o this
day, s fight for Ireland!s liberation from British yule. The Lubiis
tirike was an important part of the fight that is the Splidt of Fresdom.

THE DESTRUCTION OF IRELAND'S SCONOMY

The relationship between Britain and Ireland is thai between oppressors
snd the oprressed. As Ireland's scenomy would develop in a partioular
ares so it would be stopped by the British. T e

In the 17th century there grew up a highly succsesful trade in fat
~eattle to be shipped to smghznd. Protestis from knglish grasisre had the

trade stopped. So the Irish cittle breedeys. shipped their cattle o be.
fattened ir England, but protests sreds from snglish catile farsers and
80 the trade was stopped. So ths Irish exvortes slaushiered animals,
but the English butchors objected, so this was Jalted.  Mnally, oaly
salt beof and pork in barrels was aliowsd aad thie only becaume 1t was
useful to the imglish navy. It was to bevons the poor and ehaky
mainstay of Irish cattle industry.

- By the end of the 17th century, the Irish woollen trads hed greatly
devslopsd, producing a very high guality woollen aloth. The trede
enployed 40,000 Protestant families and a large number of Catholies
snd wes of extrese importance Lo the development of the Irish economy
a8 an independent unit. - The unglish yariiament acted to defeat any
competition from Irish woollen goods o the rmglish landowners and
sanufactursrs and they effectively smashed the Inish woollen trade.
Thie bdrought thes into particularly sherp conflict with ths ¥rish
FProtestant landowners as well as other ¢clenses of the populetion.

The owaulative result of this was that Irelend became a uselese place
to invest in; the huge sums of weslth torn from the Irish peasantsv
¥ere now used to finance the parasitic existence of an increasingly
iargs number of absentee landlords ard used to invest in the high
growth, high profit industriesz now springing wp in sngland. This
increased the pace of the degeneration of Iralsnd’s SCOROBY

POST FAMINE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MODERY. S THUCGLE ,
The Yrish Famine was an infsmy on a virteally incomprehensibls scale
that decimated the Itish populntion. Whilet Irish pessaats staprved to
death and massive emigration took placs, Izeland exporied Food to
England. She exported sufficient fosd to have sasily fed the starving

uzsees of their owm nation. The fellure of the poimte ovop resulied in
& reduction of the Irish population by 4 in ten yodrs and {n rurel sress
this meant a drop of 0%, '

It is worth noting that the potato cron fsiled throughout "ilrops, bub
only in Iveland was there auy fasine bscause of the oppression of that
nation by Britain. The Irish sumsed it ape T TR S L ;

~~ "God sent the blight; the nzlish iandionds sent the fandnel *

This destruction of the Irish economy was followed by the nass
destruction of the.Irish people.

Thie savage cut in the population led to the following developmenta

in agricultural productiont-

T
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TA'BLE FROM T.A. JACKSON INELARD m QH!!‘

mm*s ECONOMY

The dwlz,m in Irish menufacturing was abeclute, dut fars fp:vductim
ai4 incresse durihg this pericd. It f{heressed béoauss of Laglend’s o
sesds. .1Hs huge loap in population sasecinted with the Industrial
Rovolution; a large number of whom wers Irish driven from thelr own

- lzpd $in search of worky had far surpassed thé a‘bilit:r of Eaglish.

agriculture to meet the demand. Therefors almost all »f Ireland's

sgriculture wes orgenised around exporting to the English market.
Howaver, the vast shipping network and improved pressrvation téchniques

meant. that the Irish goods sent i smgland were forced to compete with

szrieultural produce from around the World - to mdet Worid prices.
*he ihcreasingly well dsvsloped ¥orld market had meant & wharp drep in
agricmtuml pricﬁs which were diffioult for Irish producers to match.

Treland was tnsble to develop & wanufacturing industry of her own =

. #ven to meet the demand within her ¢wn borders and could not even protect

her oun agricuiture. As before, invesiment in Ireland was a poor venture
anid as bafore the huge sums of poney crsamed off the nation went to
goveration after generation of sbsentes landliords €6 be invested in -
England. This helped in incressed: ea’gif:al sssunulation; so in this way .

Ireland financed har own oppression and subsidised har own inpoverlsmt.

The apsence of investment stretched to agricvlture, meking it incressingly
Inefficlient in World terms snd therefore lsse abls to eesupéte and s6. -
furiher increased the poverty of the peszanivy. Irelsni was incapable of
developing sutonomous capitalisi developmant and therefove ineapablg of

- producing an independent. hourgeeis, All bourgeois forces, even

astionalist vevolutionsry becsss %ied. 4o foreign domination by this
wsakneps, Thio wms burden growing from the yepe of the Irish natiem,
$% the name of knglish "progress® was to lay the Youndatioms for a
rolellion begun at the begimming of the Twemtisth Century snd not yet
emaplatad B W app:mnch ims olose ~ but sunscess iﬁ within sights N

) " . )



TRE GASLIC HHVIVAL: WESUBGENCK OF TFISH NATIONALISH &

British fule systematically destroyed the national culture of Ireland. _

Replacirig % with the cultwrw of the oppresser mation and its langusge ¢

- Englifh «'Whepaver snd wharsver it possibly could. The Great Famine

&lso played & partisviarly dsstructive vole in woakening the Irish
rwagds, It hud hit haxdest at the poorest of the poor, deocimating the

popalation of the Irish pecasntry. The famine hit hardest those aress -

thet the Irish langusge wes strongest and in the face of the large mmmber -

of deaths and messive emigratior the ability of spokenm Irish to survive ‘

wan greatly weakened. By the last decade of the 19th century the Irish

langusge only survived 82 a living tongue in western Ireland smong the

- The sans decsde slsc sa¥ an éver imoredsing interest in.the lasguage,.

folklere and Celtic storfss from Irish intellectusle. ™is led to &

sericus and increasingly organised a itempt to suve the langusge from

extinction and this wes refiscted in a cultural upsurge of Irish artists.

Inevitably, such an uptusgs of "Irishness™ could only be anti-Buglishe

sn ineressingly sharp opposition to firet the culture and then the

presence of tha opprassor nstion Lo becoms 2 revolutionary assertion of

natiozhood! This evltural struggle became capitalised in the Casiie League

which had, anpd has had to'thie day, a profound effect on twemtieth century

Irish nafionsiien and gave birth to its most militant and prinoipled child,

RepubliGaniam: , ¢

The influence of the Geslic lLeagus was by no means limited to middlee-clase

intellectusis although they were its most obvious "public face™, Sean 0'Casey

racalled that while working as & laboursr in Dublin he would spend a bit of -

tims everyday trying to lesxn a phrass of Gaslie. Of course, the Irish

peasantry did not need & re-Introduction to their own culture where it

remained & living forss. 5

In 2ddition ihe Gaslic Lesgue spawned the Gaelic Athletic Association
{J.4.4.} dedicated {o the preservation and. development of Ixish sporte and
ganes, tu ¥hich no member of the British Crown Forces or the Royal Irish.
Constabulary were allowsd to participate (this still holds true in the
occupled & coumiien), and fo Sirm Fein, The cvltural, nationalist upRuUIrge
became the driving foxce of the revclutiopary national movement
incoyporating the Gaalic Léague, the G.A.A., Sinn Fein, the Irish Republican
Brotherhood and later the Irish Yolunteers and the Irish Citizen's Army.

The Gaelic leagus became ths platform whereby many etepped from cultural
to peligical {republicsn} rationaliem, Sean Cronin, in his study of Irish
nationalism poinite out that "Four of the seven signatories of the 1916
Rieing*s “Proclation of the Irish Repvblic" had been to school at ths.
Gaelic icague, 8s P.H. Pearse, their apokesman phrased it., In addition,
many of those who took payt in 1916 hed.been memberé of Constance Gore~Booth's
Flannz sireann - the Irish boy scouts,

the revival wss to build sn all class alllance in opposition to British
Imperialism; although, the consolidation of the various forces was completed
through very different routes before thelr eventual umity. But, whatever
their specific routes, &s Cronin notee, it culminated in 1915 when “the
Cetholic nystic Pyarse would stand shoulder to shoulder with the Marxist
Connolly in defenie of the Irish Republic they had proclaimed in arms®™

These developments took root amofig the Irish nstional minority people
living in'Britein during the same period. This became particularly strong
in sreas of lafre concsatrations of Ixtsh people in Liverpool, Edinburgh
and Glasgow. ¥iilfss Butler Yates led the influcntial Irish.Iiterary
Sccisty &n londbn end Hicheel Collins, the future guerills leader, along .
with another Irishuan, Sam Magulve founded a wiit of the IRA, using Post

Off fce rifiss which nad been stored in the event of 2 possible German 3
invesion. The Irleh nationzl minority people in Eritain were io retum to
fapiand some of the most vital and important lsaders of her struggle against

=3
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British rule. Both Commolly and Larkin were geeply affected by this = |
movement and thelr efreet oh’the fufuré of Irieh hibtely was dramstiv €&’
say ths.lesst! The strdgsles  within Irelani wefe t6 maits deaszds ypon the |
sympathy of Irish peopls living in Britain and when asked during“the evernts of
1313 the call was answered. Irish n&tiénglim s to plq% an oﬁmign
g‘a? - Xo)] the brutal :glse aé_'ifzng%« Egle that was about to explode in
e lﬁ%%&x??ﬁ:yod as squally -isportsat rols in developing -y-xpp;t}g- for
that strugzgie inalde Britain. - > wakgns R (1 R

s 7 300
bk i Lk

LANKTR AND CONNOLLY , AR |
The backgrounds of both men was vory simiisy; both being. raiged in poverty

in Britain, Comnolly in Bdinburgh and Larkin in Iiverpool. The two men
wers tes-totallers and had married non~catholice. -Nelthes had much in the

Way of formal education bui both men wers committed revolutionaries.

However, -each developed radically different siyles of work. Oomnolly, 8
years older than Larkin, was cool, celm ahd sober - always thinking -
shead and planning. 4 veteran of .many struggzles he ‘¥88 ‘a theoreticlan and
tactician. Cathal O'Shannon, -commenting on Conmolly*s speaking style, gives
an impression ¢f the mamis - el 51 dgaT S
“ihe effect of Commolly's oratory wes Invalusbld., If it did not
arouse the wild and whisky énthusiasm evoked by demagogue, it
oveated an enthusissm of a different kind. - It compelled-sssent as
well as vespact; 1t carrisd conviction and it aroused enthusiase
ol the more lasting kind, a quiet, enduring enthusiase which
forced the hearer to sct om Connolly's side xuther-than chesr hisg
words ™ pil H e
Larkin was & tempsst of & man, a fierce orator, brilliant befors & crows

raising paseions to grest-heights. Hs had an undanny ebility to coms dosm
on the right sife of a guesiion or issus but often with dotally confused
r8asons for bsing there. Contemptucus of logle and theory he was a
Tighter par sxcellencs., S 4 . o : ;
But the, two men did clash and often quite bitterly and acoording to orie.
author Comnolly in his relstiohs withk larkin, came {o"detest his i o
ebullionce.and unpredletability’. In 1511 in & letter to ¥1lliam O'Brien
Connelly is quite hareh in refevence to Larkin, _ ' '
“The nen is utterly wnreliabie and dangersus beecasss unrslisble™

After ancther rownd of difficuity Connolly, in another lstter, was sharp
in his angsx. . | - . : _ : WEE
"He {Iarkin) must rile, or will not work, and in the present
 stags of the Labour Mevement, he has had us at his mércy; 4nd
he Iknows 4%, and is using his power unscrupulously. I regret to
“s8y. We can bub bow our head, and try to aveld the stomm,"
He went one= A & )
"1 am sick of all this playing to one man, but T am prepared to

k=~

‘advise it Zor the saks of the rovement,® .

In the ‘summer of'1913 Connblly neerly resigned over an inoident
pertaining to money and to his uwnion branch. .In a letter to Willdam
O'Brien he deseribsd how Larkin trisd to bully him out of the HoNney
owed to his branch and wages due to union emplosses. Connolly's wages
dus to unlon smployees. Commoliy's rage and bittemess ave sharp in the
letter and he finishes with; iy

"I wonld formerly hive irusted to hiz genorosity in finencial

natisrs, now I could not trust his at all.™

Larkin'e personality Whe a iws adaed sword befors which both friend ass
foe ailks had to look to their defmness. Bl

Whiile these olashes were ssrious and wnasr aifferent eircusstances
might have been highly dsatrustive thie should not receive mndue

emphasis. Connelly and larkin were unguestlionebly on the ssse side,

“
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T had & Digh degrss.of political mity on the type-of wnien they. fought
to bufld, the lmportasios f? the natienal quastion to the Irish revolution,
tha rols of cyporiunise in the Labour mevemsnt to name but a-fen, -
LT G <k % bl by gl saliESo A ! -3

And 1f “Larkin's esoiss played a elowe chese with ithe devil on miny o
ocoasiens aé,tiiawg"fmm o both feet on the:31de of the angels -
when ‘s fight with the bosses or thsir lsckeys hud.broken cut. Sl TR A

T2 1613 DUBLIN LOGKOUT
“Bring your od#n Bresd o i dnd bﬁttex
Bring your own tes and suger -
And Join Jim Le¥idd's wmfon”.
© Strike song, Dublin 1913,

. ‘ag

Home Rule and Couriter Revolution » )
The Iiberal Party had maintained “Home Bule” as part of its platform since
the mid 1880%:. The Ixishk Parliamentary Yarty under. Redmond had dbased its
existence on an alllance with the Idberal Party in weturn for kome Hule «
‘Some day. When the Homs Rule Bill was dntroduced into Pariisment in April -
1912, it was to cause a'cpisis that was not silenced wntil the begiming of the
World War ind9lb, = °© ’

Ssctions of the Ulster capitalists, united in the Orange Order, began to
organise resistance to any form of Home Rule. GCatholica were driven out of
their homes and jobs, while the police looked the cther way, ana Belfast
seethed with near eivil wsr. Not only the Catholics vut any and all
FProtestants, capitalist and other classes, Who were Tavouvrable to Home
Rule, were alsc brutally attacked. Oramge resction 'took the opportunity
to atlsck the trade unions as well. The rise of protestant sectarianism
waz met Ly Cadholic sectarianims lsd. by the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
Each fed on.the other¥. But let there be noc confusion ¥ho initiated the
viol#hce « the (range Order. However, the result was that the working
class in the Noith was deeply divided end weakened, .
September 1912 “waw the establichment of ths Ulster Voluntesrs %¥ho were
p=apared Yo wse military seans to fight 2ny form of Home Rule.. Their
leader, Zdward Caxeon, applisd te looal magistrates for the right to -
Provide his men with arms and it was given. The Ulster Unionist Councti
went on to plan a Provifisnal Covernment. At the saxe time the Ulster
voluntesrs were bscoming a substantial nilitary forcs. The Chief of the
Ixperial General Staff, Sip Henry Wilson, helped to provide: retired amy
officers to trajis the masticnary forees to a fairly high dagree of _
professiomaiism.  The Libaral Govermeent did nothing even s & seotion of
the stato machine was brought to near open rebellion and an army was built,
&penly prepared to atisck periiasentary rele. The Hosme Rule Bill paseed a
third reading in the Cosmons in JanuSry 1913 ‘but was tumediatsly rejected
by the Houss of Loxds. For the BP{1l to then beoome Law it had %o be
reintroduced in twe ssparate sepsioms of Parliament whioh meant s
substantial delay in ite implementation. .,
The rise of this armed redctionary force and the sesning impotence of

the Liveral Covernment, was to have a ypowerful effect on the -aligriment

of politisal forces within Ireland. The Ulster Volunteers, openly arwsd
and drilling, were a source of greal danger to both nationslist ana Il
working class development. At the sasms tind s the armed resction WAS
reaching gveat strength, the bowmgeoisie debided o ROYVS dyeinst the
revolutionary trede wlonise of the Irish Transport and gonmral Workers
Uniom, 3 ,

following descrintion of Williss Martin | onis of the lesding
;;Tih'gtagéggsts in the gmg'Memat. s made hyzﬁé hired apologiat "6
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Aruold Wright., It gives an effective outline of the position of the
Hedmonite 'nationalist® bourgeosie: _ T S NER: asy yIvact
“Hr, Mirphy is. a Nationalist 6f a type onocse Boré common than it i+
it is ‘today.  With 0'Comell and. Tesae Butt and other men of & 7

by-gone.generation, he sees no incompatability between & strongly
held conviction of Irelani's right to mould her own destinfes ... '
and a complete loyalty to the King. He is of the great 1liberatox®e - 1
orinion that'the golden Link of the Crown' is a valwable anda =~ ~¥
necessary adjunot of a Home Rule system,® ~ * 7~ v .
Such a nationalist would rapidly discover that he had much move in .
comtion with a Cavson than with serious revolutionary nationalism, -
Bo the smashing of revolutionary trade ‘wnionism was ‘of ‘interest to
all sections of the bourgeoisie. The threat ¢f viclence from Ulster -
put immense pressure on the Redmonites to- compromise theirtnationalisws®
to mset gam'en halfway and partition was becoming openly dimcussed. 3

“ . 2% a8
If the. *nationalist® bourgeolisie wers to move to & position which would .
be far below what was satisfactory to large seations of nationalist .-
opinion, who would take up the leading positions they had Fforsaken? ...
£ the red and green marched together.what would happen to the , ,
bourgecinie? This fear was Trozinent in their minds and explains the .
desply resctionary role played by the Anclent Order of Hibermians

throughout the Lookout, ) .
: -

;o

DUBLIN CONDITIONS = : R ' -
The rise of Isperialism hai destroyed the old 'balance’ that the .
werking classes of Europe had expsriencsd. Prices - -~ onoe /
fluctuating with the market - were now wmder general pressure to

‘rise with the development of monopoly. This was in contrast to the

previous period whem prices wsre subject to a genmeral tendency to fsli
with the inecrease in productivity. This meant that by 1910 the
genoral standard of living for the working cluss was worse than it had
bsen in the 1890's, Between 1905 and 1912 the cost of living in Dublin
increased by 12%. ~The Board of Trade figures for November 1013 reveal
that Bricklayers, Carpenters asd Masons got 8iv/hr. in Dublin to 9'to 10p
in Birminghas and Manchesier and mee 3in lonmdon. Yet the cost of living
index was the came in ail these cities. The working psople of Dublin :
were subject not only to this incscasze in prices but wnlike most of -
western Burope in & context where the city and indeed the vast nejority
of the country had already been debilitated by centuries of British wmla.
The conditions in Dublin were smong the worst, if not the worst,in
Euzepe. In fact Connolly’s analysis reveals them to bs what todey we
would describe ez *Thixd World® comditionses : e

"According to the latest returps, the death rate in Dublin was

27.6 per 1000, This was the highest of any city in Rurops, &s

given the Registrar Gemersl’s list, the next highest being that of |

Moscow = 26,3 per 1000. Im Calcutts, im the vresence of plagus aad

cholers, the rate wae 27 pexr 1000, '
The figures were worst in the Wintsr monthe when the poor were unsble to

withatand the extrese of the climate.
The housing was not only regularly exposed as unfit for human habitation
but was as regularly exposed as being beyond repair. Even Aracld Wright «
desoribing the slun dwellers, was forced to comments - - '
“One point upon which witnese after witness insisted was the .
shysical deterioration of men who fiud their way into these terrible .

havels,” 2.7
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Searly one third of Dubliu'a 300,000 pocpls 1ived 18 ﬂz&se abseet
conditions. - mostly in one room for & whole fa&* . 1913 suﬁsgiu
rsveal that of 25,800 Teailios living in téamﬁta, 20,000 faailies
lived in ome rotm. Padraiz Pearse, writing ix the republios
zewspaper ‘Irish Freedon®', comménted thil “the texemsht houses in

ﬁnmsomtﬂut&ta&ua&mm@y@mﬁe,mif@w
itants eollect in the strests to disouss matieys the puziw

baten them.” Those who dared to ohject met the full fazps

repressive state ~ the Dublin poliss, Royel Irieh ﬁmt&‘bai&ry and the
British Army. ' This immense povertiy, despansd by-the 511 in real -
wages and an increase in imemployment; 1aid the ground Tor ome of the
acet important labour st:ngggles of twentieth gontury Burope - the
Deblin Leckout., , ,

?GRFQ'I'ION OF THE IRISH TRAﬂS?ORT AXD GENERAL WORKERS URION

The ‘birl:h of the union came in a. stmggie against Briﬁish trade union
opportunisnm, more specifically ag&irxst James Sexbton who was head. of the
Kational Unlon of Dock Labourers. Jases Larkin's' revolutiopary. ¢ -
politics and his remarkable subcess in organising non-union’ .Labodr
made him a serious thredt to bourgeais trade wniohisn of the British
unions "

Larkin'e association with Sexton went back soms years. before the .
epeation of the union and lLarkin had actsd as Sexton's slection agent
in the 1906 general election in Toxieth in Livsrpool. The size of the
national minority community of Irish pec:p.i.e in Idverpcol made it a
hotbed of activity - often dangervus and Sexton, later Larkin's arch
enemy, was forced to compliment him in his a.utebiogm;:hy:

"larkin displayed an energy that was almost sm:verhmn snnyy
The division was one of the siorm cenives of religious strife
and a stronghold of the Orange {xder. Ny being a Roman Gathelie
made the situation still more lively. But nothing could frighten
Jim, He plunged recklessly into the fray where the fighting was
most furdous, organisgd gigantic processions, faced mobs - :
saturated with religiéus bigotry who ware howling for our blood

~ and competed with our opponente in the risky game af imperuonation
then played at almost every elecition in Liverpsel.” ' '

Larkin began work as a. trade uniocn of':m*a,a in Ireland ix early 1907
working for the National Union of Dock Iabourers {(K.U.D.%.}. It would
appsar that by 1907 Sexton was alvesdy appc&ed 5 hi®m and this
appointment. Yet in 1907 he scored a series of suvcesses 4‘:; the union
that began to break the sectarian divide, uniting both the 'Falis and
the Shankill' in the Siruggle. The strilkers clashed with thousands
of troops entering Belfast rioting and seéveral desths. Sexton and
othare, terrified that revolutlon mighi break dut, scld the workers dut.
They stopped the sikike, ignoring larkin, by refusing fuviher strike
funds, thus forcing the men back to work under had tewms. After the
se;.laut, Larkin continued to organise for ithe union on the east cosét

f Iveland until November 1908 when the Ditblin ﬂamera, rowbers of the

a;_g. struok and asked for Iarkin®s help. The British executive _
couneil, under “exton, refusaed io suppoikt the meh aad when larkih went
ahead organising snd addressing meeiings, he was suspended for ‘breach
of union discipline'. Sexton shortly convinced the wnlon executive to

gack him. :
The men in Dublin were fed up with the compromis ing and traitorous

olicies of the NUDL and move impor ﬁaz;t..g wanted 2 union fres from .
British contrel - an Irish union and cae that was prepared to *F“ight’
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The union was formed in 1909 on January 4 in & small room in Dubdblin
furnishsd by "a table, a couple of chalrs, two empiy bottles." One
of the co=founders was William O'Brien, who hed been assoclated with
James Connolly sinece 1896 with the formation of the Irish Soclalist

Republican Pa.'r'ty. T T

{:—: e Ia
The influenés 6 syndffalifn was at a'figh point in 'the ddvanbea. = ,
capitalist economiel d&ﬁﬂg his ‘period, In_ tﬁé tSA %he ndustrial
Workers of the s:or}}z (Twid Dan{é1-D eg?eozz ‘and’ James® cannony had 8
powerful effsct, 1 Top Mahy was “the’ ieaéing element a.t;& An

!,‘

Ireland, Larkin ami C&mﬁi? mmotea‘?volﬁtianary sypdicaliems ’“.‘j
3

Most importantiy it was: errp*&asis & vyary begimting that the e
unions vevolitioniry clads politics %ér& dirseily linfteé t5. théf .

struggle for Ifish Zibera.éitzlz ins b AspHb Su

~
LAY Tawd ; IR P

As synclicalis te the Iea:iarq}-iy af 'chs :J.r;im ook great paina: x.‘150 mitsr =
the wnion the eentre of workers' slives both at work and afitér. - oheo.
Delis Larkin, aﬂrﬁ.ﬁ'g si-ste«:z, Helned to form the Irish Women. Harkars
Union in the summer of 1911. By the spring of 191 the JWWH: applied‘
to the Irish TUC-for affi Hation- rayiag fees on 1, Gﬁo menbsrs, _By.

this time the Transport "Unton had about 8,000 mambem growing to'
14,000 in 1913, Melid larkin organiséd an Iriﬁh We?kers choir, il
rehsaresls for Jhwnile and AduYt Danders, an T#ish Language olass ol

and & Dramatic Gamw . A% uiberty }fail ﬂn(is,y gv@_,m'ngs ‘there 35 )

lectures, concerts which bedame standard &ffains. Larkin oYganised a
pipe~band and every Ghrietmas thers was a ‘party for the workers®  °
children with Santa Clans giving preseﬁts £6 811 and. jceecvean
provided. Gmsn 5,056 ch* Iéren Were eﬁtertaine& a.ncl fed at these
partias,

The establishhent of C‘mydan Pa,nc was perhape tbe graai:.ed achiavmnt
of lexkin's progremme. Three aores a.nt,i a house were rented to be wasd
as & recreational centye for workes. "It was opened on Angust 3, 1913,”
by & *Crand Tékperance Fete and Children’s’ Carhival® with dancing,
singing - a band that playeﬁ throughoud tha &ay and games’ for the
children. A cow and & oalf were hropght in so the slum-dwellers

could ses soms axpects of athar tﬂings ‘besides nrban life and in this
vein larkin encburaged ’pﬁé?}.& o Zrow 'vegetab‘ le8 and fiawgrs; _Bven

orgenised sport #as establissﬁed 1o praﬁcte health and well being asong

the workers. -

This gave new hc;a to worse:ers dmming in the Dublin slums and raised

Lazkin to a Wi gh lsvel in the workers® syes. For the unfen provided,
much more than an grganisatian devoted to the economic siruggle - it -
had hecome &n mperﬁmt part of thelr lives.,

In Dublin there was nc labour aristocracy of the scale ﬁherﬁ was in
Britain and so it was much harder for the bourgéoisie to.deflect and
weaken elass struggles. The rupture from the (sppo*ﬁnnist British
trade unions was complemented by the Irish Scoialist Republican Party -
free from British influences and demanding an independent Irish piate.
heaied by a socialist government. The increasing strength of & iy
revelutionary trade union, linking &¢ 1t did, the ‘clase and n&tional
struggles was to have a profound effset in the yeam to cone. ‘

k3
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The drep in rse) wagss i&m&wﬁ the lavel of smmia stru.gglo

¥ithin Bwrope. Ip both Britein m Izeland therw was & big incyeass
in the level 9T B 33 f&sﬁ a.et vﬁy- . Threwshout 191Q;,1m Aud
1512 there hed ‘bies %MI? ugrles invélving la.rgve mm s ?
workers, These ax W Yayond "¢hs yormal’ Srede wnids ;b&it . ond
began to éws%és asﬁ@t& of sooial conflist, Jiry of £ thess
engendersd sy edkidlned mﬁmly ferné mafficm mk aad ﬁle
movements within the %*aﬁs imions, Thees &t rigeles by the werkm
clsss beoans inextricsbly 1inked to- dmmﬁe m’c.rggg :
beth of them.  The most Saportant of these desocretlc strngglea wea :r
courss, the :ﬁmggau,fer,wm’a sulfrege. e defsucs el expansia’
of demosxatie %gjatsmmem}yim t ‘wspect 1nthe .
feveloprant 92‘ the w stmggle ‘Bet!s in Bﬂ.tﬁn and m Iwm e

Congolily mam:«m #&*?3 ammm t&e 'eaa big aﬁea‘ y She Imk
Tranepsrt Unlon, with Sucressing suscess. The ysar 1913 startsd

off with sharpering Elnss struggls with no lsse than 30 strikes
taking pirce bsiwesn Jenmwary and the niddle of Auguast, and thene
wore inocressingly accompanied by ~viclsnse., Coneidering the smell v
gize of the Iriasll prolstariat in t&ia pmﬁvsmtly sgricnlturel . ..
nation, this wax 3 hisgh level of action. Serious strikes took

piree i&;ﬁuzwgymahge %mﬁmrz inSligchsdwem%attle 2
with the police end swept the strests olsar of them although one
striker was killed. The nain straagih of the enion was in Dublin

and it was there the bosgas had to bresk it if they were to dastroy
*Lazkinian®,

Ismediately precsding the lockout, the unieh had iwe extremely . .
important victories. After & three month struggle againat the City
of Dublin Steaﬁzaamcs‘é Compayy, the onion’ 'brcsce the resistanocs. ot the
shipowners and on' ¥ay 26, 1913, the most important companies .
almed an agreement with “he wnion making it the 'master’ of the port.
&n intenzive eénpaa.ga began ia Juze to orpzaise the sgrioalturs)
lspourers in the ares ewiroundiug Dublis. By August 17 the Cownty
ef Dublin Pare Isbourers hed won & trohsedous victory speinet the -
farmers. . Thiz put the wnion at ks helgnt of its powara ¥ith its
zesberehlp fuoluding almost 811 the unekilled 1abourere fn Dudiis,
Only tws sajor vorks weve left wnorganized ~ Cidmess ind the ﬁabﬁg
tnited ’i“mmway Compery. GCulness maiztaincd & wilon-Oree shop by very
patermalistio methods providing housing and mediosY ads whichimads 1¢
extreﬁsnr aifficult ¢o argwisa. On the Tremwaye however, there was
vienty of dimcontent: .

"1 entered & tras and rode all sy

O 2 regal coush #nd & right of way |

¥hich rexched 1%s avas ali over the lund

In a synten ‘oo iargs to undsratand.
*4 eplendid property thist I oriel
And n man with a plate on his hat miﬁiﬁs
f1t%s ﬁurghy's‘ ¥ !

#*Y wemt to heaven. The Jaspor walls
tovered high snd vide, and the golden halle
Shoze bright beyent. But a ﬁi%&ggs sey =exk
#us over the ga%a, vis *Private Purkd
*What is the msaping of this?* I eried
isd & sajwt with 13vacy on veplieds
*It'm Marphy's® .

m{.‘




w11 -
*Y went to the only place lefi. *I°11 laks
A chance in .the boatl on. the brimsione lake, b
Or perhaps I may be ailowed ta'sfg  “. W
On the grid&i&é flost of the ‘bottomies& giﬁ
a* the “jeering fout with Roms of bis face > ‘
ivied &5 he forked me out of the place,” - V' i3k
AR AL g,!‘urphy 53 $ 4 - TR,
ia;skéut vame. L SR
7 Ghdved 3; ‘ YT e

¥illlam Hariin-Murphy,’ *t;oss cf’ Bﬁé‘lim and leader of-the @aylayazs‘ e
Federation ¢wried the tram’ ‘syetén; In 24dition he:owmed the largest .
dulily newspaper im Bublin, the' largest department dtcre, the most.
prominent hsta:s, k' way intevests in Ireland and West Africs and he -
retainad .aa.rga inisregts in‘sladtric trémay‘ s:,’steass in uany Bri%iah -

cities. Fal Ly T o 3

An eariier attsm:‘é had been made in 1911, to arg&ﬁiss the ti*é-.as ‘but

had failed. In order tc keep himseif union free, Murphy maintained a’
barbaric method of employment ‘b&tﬁesn casuz]l and “parmanent” _Workeys,
Beglnners or sasusls were called “sparemen” snd they might héve to

weit 6 yaars for a psrmanent position. "Sparemsn” had to turn up foF work
svery day, Sundays and holidays included, for the first yeur and stay
from 7 to 12 to see if they could replace a sick. or sbuentea worker.
“Paymanent” men Iived wilh the constant fear of being veplaced by ane
of the casunls of the Iist below him. If & permanent nan missed a day
or wss even late he could be replaced by the worker at the top of the
casual list, & 1ist that was constantly repledished and increased with,.
new worksms “erom the countryside. ‘ B

a

Iz the ersd “ng:aramen often only worked 2 or 3 deys a wesk 4nd the pay &
was usually not moch more than & shillings., From this he&vy

deductiond weve taken: - O
2 ehillings per week foﬁr 20 wesks as & Becurity for & nnifom;

€ pence & wesk for a rule book; -

& pence a. waek Tor sickness benefits
pence 2 head levy in case of deaths and
shilling amimiy fcr renewal.

Eefore thiss Im order to. s¥ar work & new employes had to give a
guscantee of £20 with a character refersnce to cover. the previous S years.
For the fimt 6 weeks ren wsre paid nothing at all while Iaamihg the
work.. ’

Conditions* wsr‘ 5@:& 8s fbaﬁ whi}_,ﬁ wsrk’ing. “Conduetors and drivers msly-
got one day off it 10 and the working day varied from 9 to 17 honrs. .

A man could ba mpcrta& for lsaning ox sitiling while r:mniﬁg & car

for, 211 situations the inspsbtor’s word was final and-if the customer
complained about an eitplioves the workér faced instant dismissal, A

eondustor could loose s whols days® pay fors

Snitting to collect a ponny fare;

Allowing passengers +o sxcsed the distarce paid for;

Puniching & ticket on tha wrong space of cn ﬁm lme;

Taiking to passengerss or

**Heﬁaézgeneeﬁﬁo%enaﬁayscash.‘ .
4 driver could lvose a day's pay if he arrived at Nelson®s Pillsr
ons minute ahead of his time by the inspector's watch. Not a set of
working. amtzcee rather a regins of terror. '
In the Parcel Dapartment, boys wonze& from 9 am to B pa and up to A1 .
Wagss, At thé Tliat rate, were 2 shiﬂings a2 week oxr 3 shillings ss basic
and & penny ‘& parcel o 4 vewry if going beyond & 3 mile radius of tha
dspot, Boys Were wesporisible for the parcel.

i
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This terrorism made it extrenoif difficult to get workers into the
unlon as any woxker would be instantly dismissed if he was even
suspeoted of béing a mewbsr of. ution. ' The man who replaced him
wounld be sharply awars that the vory reason ‘he had the Jo‘b was
bsasuse he was not a unien men‘nor

There iz evidence that Murphy had been prepurlns hirzelf for some
zonths but the actual battle commenced on friday August 15.
Hurphy took the initlative:and called in the dispeich workers of
the newépaper ithe ‘*Independent' demanding that they should break
their comnection with Larkin's wnion. They refused and were paid
off the next week.  Then workers from the distributing agents left
work bociusée they refused to handle the "tainted®'Independent!
The Directors of the Tramways stopped the parcel deliveries and
paid the men off as they too refused to handle the papers.
Hurphy then circulated a document to each worksr which said: *
"Should 8 ‘strike of any of the employees of the' Company
be callgd for by Br. Jasmes Larkin or the Irish Tnnsport
Woxkers Uniom, I _promise to remain at my post and to be loyal
to the Company,”
Centained in the same document was the following: ’ ;
“In @ase any trouble arises, the cars will not run after
dark and tho ‘Company_are assured of the most ssple = .
protection for their mem by the forges of the Cromm®.

sorkers were to put ‘their pledge to Murphy with the document.
Murphy and the forces of the state were well prepared and obviously
in eollusion well before trouble arose. The police han made plaas
snd the military who were held in reserve.

Larkin had besn smpowsred by a late night mesting of the tranway
et to call a strike. On Tuozday worning, August 20, about
twsety sinutes to ten. 700 men walked off leaving the trams in
the niddle of the strests., Murphy mide a trip to Dublin Castls,
centre of the gowernment, on' the saws day and prepsrations were
%ade to bring in extrs police irom County Cork at Dun Laoghaire,
On Wednesday the scaberun trams were attacked, stoned and windows
were broken. It was smnovnced that the skelston service on the
trems would not contimus after davk. That eveniug, Larkin,
epseiing to a hiige mésting from liberty Hall, ammownced a mweting
0 Be held for striking workers in O'Conmell Street on Auwgust 31.
berkin drev a parallel with Carson arming his men in the north, -
which was bsing studiously ignored by the government, and Larkin
suggested & workers' defence fores.. .

“If 1t is right and: legal for Carson to arm in the north, .

‘why should it nct be right and legal for the men of Dublin

_ to arm and protect themselves?" '
Lariin stated that the 0'Comnell Street meeiing would de held
“asoms what may”. The police provoked trouble and the meeting was .
drawing to a closs .and vesulted in calls ‘boi.ng nde to ban the
mesting callsd for the 3lst.

he next day Larkin, along with four other speakers, was arrested.
He was charged with ssdition, Jibel and comspiracy and released on
2200 bail. That nignt he was Joined by Connmolly, who had just
returned from organisimg in Bolfs=%, nt & huge meeting outside the
vnion office, Liberty Hall. There larkin met a tumultuous welcome
from an esstimated 10,000 pecple axnd he proceeded to burn the
$roclasstion banning the O'Connell Street meeting to the cheers of
of the crowd. He stated he would sddress the meeting 'dead or
alive'. moug spoke immediately after suggesting that an Bnglizh

L
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King hed no[right:to-stop Irish people mesting where. they pleased . .
Again the meseting was Brokén up by the police:= Larkin-avojded arrest ..
but bothConndlly and, JamesiPartridge were arvested the:next day. . =

Both appsaréd i cofift the samé day and the conteapyrazy Teport ‘of -
Connollyis -statement is not only instructive 2s to.what kind of man -
he was but also to the type of movesent being built:” =~ i
"A point in'the indictment was that he did mot reSognise<the -
proclamation. He did not bBecsuse he did not recopnise the
English Government in this' country.  As.to going to. 0fConnell
Strest, the only way progress ceuld be made was by gusrantesing

the rights of people to voles their grievances. . Whateyep
militated againet that would militete against pood order. suss
They did not want o creats smischisf in the strests but they . S B

warited the.labouring:class to be-allowed to meet in the strests

as'Carson did in Belfast ‘and as Redmond did in Dublin . eease -

As to giving bail, he réfused to adopt any courss that would . .~

prevent hin: Dromvstandirg up for the rights of the working class,.” '
He was sentenced fo three months f{smprisonment and sent'do Mowmtjoy v -
gaol. Outslde anger mounted when $1 wal discovered that the "' - <. ..l
magistrate that sentenced him just-happened to be 2 larse sharsholder
in the Tremway Company: . Connolly went on hunger strike which:the
suthorities tried to Keep hushed np but protest mounted oniside and . A
Connolly was releazad after one wesk's imprisonment. Iarkin had -
escaped the immediate attehtions of the police by hiding at the house .
of that great nationalist and xevolutionary Countess.Markisvioz.

With larkin in hiding and Connolly under arrest, the police made an

attempt to smash the sirike by intimisation and svert terror and

viclence. Throughout thit Saturday pitched:batiles raged between &
police and workers.  Tho workers partially controlled the dock ared

which was considered wniom ferritozys The poltes, weil supplied with
drink, countered by attacking Idberty Hall, the union headquarters.

They beat & worker, James Nolan, fenseless to the ground and he died

the next dsy and ansther worker, James Bymne, alsc died s a result '

of the volice beatings. These could only be dsscribed as terrorist
attacks; an open attempt to weaken the strike by fear. Other workers

wore dragged from thelr beds and chazged after being badly beaten,

The open viclousness of the police =nd the use of the courts as an
antiesirike weapon proved counter productive. The sight of ragged K

or half-clothed smeni covered in bandages and bruises receiving long "
sentances shooked many psople ahd reliled them to the workers® . ;
cause, - This ineluded not only other workers but paople from the

middle ciasSs a5 well = profésscre, lawyers and writers. '

Msanwhile in Britain, left newspapsrs 1ike the 'Dyily Hérald'

demanded that Carson too should be srrested and protésts were sent

to the authorities. '

¥illian 0'Brien, temporarily in charge of the union, was werried hy

the incressing viclence and =o he trunafertved the O°Conmel Street - o
resting to the union’s recreation grounds, Croyden Park. lavkin sent . ..
& epoedy retraciion of O'Brien’s stalement saying he would be at™ ini Uy
0'Connell Street, However, the resulting confusion meant that . T
hundreds of mion members did go to Croydén Park. '
Cotmtess Markievies, her hushand and Helen Molony, an actress in the

Abbey Theatre, mede up Larkin to look iike an slderly man., Dressed

in the Count®s beel frook coal and accomwpanied by his ‘niecet
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Hiss Hsllis Differd, Iavitin made hiz way by earriage to the Imperial '
Hotsl. It s poetdc justics that'the hotel wis-owned. by one Willlam
‘Maxtin Mgy sRd-that the police ¢loared a way for larkin's cerrisg.
‘threugh the sxpsdtant gathered ercwds, -He hemt-double, muppcried by -
the ars of hia'siges’, snd tottersd through the doorwsy. Once.insid
ne stralghtensd, 15t & stesr and streds to a Baldony overleckisg: ' '
OtGannell Séroots e "rosred dsfizice at'the police mastered below:
A groat assverdng, exultant wear.telled the Itngth of 0'Conaéll Strest.”
He had kept his word and fod Epokewt . T LT
Four puilesmen”Béapt on hii and hs was yromptly srreated: -As he was
teken awsy -Covatiss tarkievice, standing in her garrisge, ¥as
succssefully orginislsy *thres ichesys® (for Laziin when the huailinted
police esussd & soulfls! to bréek out. THS > poiice. ran-besark, wildly

- batoning amyess ‘within resch ~ Gharging into the erowd, who belng: .-
sttacked frok'all sides Tound 4t ALFFisult ‘to break awey. cAt.one poldtb.
over 26 psopie lay blesding ded’imbonscioes.od-the ground.  Oms ssctis
of the growd tuzned and yam'ud Princess Street only to run into the
police resesves who lmmedistaly stimcked them. The volice's thirst
for vevengs.was obvious ae they attscked amyone - men, women amd
ohildren. Over Z00 hed to be treated in hospital sftérwardsy

As mamy oF- iHs workers hed gons to Croyden Park & largs percentage .
- of thoue mém;tﬁ-mmsingiy the curicus or pasgeYs-by. In - -
sddition, miny were whliwto=ds psople whe had Juet left church.: The
volice had besh able tc gel nuay with thelr savege tactica in the
working cless slum syees tut this was tcoo cpen gnd too masy of thoss
hunt wers "respeotable citliszens®. Shovk spread throughout the city.
Twmediate calls for & mwblic enguixy were made, .
A1l through Ssturday night and that Sundsy the fighting oontinued.
The polics atiscked the tonsssnts with sgual brutality butowere.
dytven baok as workers took itorihe balconlss and-cownter-atiasked
hurling stones end any othsy handy obisets onto the. invading poiloe,.
Unable to overcoms thosa ou the ‘pelesniss; the police retrsated, and,
rogroupeds: They retumed ai I or Z a.m.s buxeting ints rooms where -
the sleeping imhahitants were assaulied. Homen and ehildren, the sidk
and the eldsvly, &1l were’ sttacked. . 4 babty of & few months old ..
reseived a black-sye. Ths polich sontinwed Ly ssashing up thely
poor homes, destroying what few bils of furaiture they night have
possesssd.” As R.M, Fox put $t: : : ‘
. "pnie was & now form of reprisal and amounted to.a police .
declaration of war sgainst the tenants, whether thoy were -
. gmvelved in $he industrial eirife or aot,” - |
The workers fought bravely aad after effectively sttacking scab trams
with great ferceity snd weturnsd to atisck the Murphy-owned police.
At one poimt a batislion of the West Xemt Regiment waz salled out to
&id4 the poilcs. The vicicusness of the police sttack omused & great
cry of rage to go upp notb eniy in Dublis but in Britain as well.

The Dublis bosees had mot boen idle while their servants sbtempted
to battsr and ferrerise the workers imto defeat. On August 29,
Furply salled & mesting of the Employera' Federation, 8 body that
had bess forazed im 1911 as a gesponse o the revolutionary walonise
of the ITACWU, Awnelsd Wright, Nerphy's meuthpiece, deseribes how the
bossas had sent a delegatien o Britain %o druse wp support and howi
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“The Br‘lﬁsh ooﬁferes of Dt:‘blinmmployere ware not merely
wiliing buteagsr to help. ‘vAftsr an exhaustive tour-of the
manufacturing districte, the delegates -retumed to Dublin
with such 4 ‘méasiire of assistance as to.place beyond doubt .

the fifinéXal caphcity o¥f "the Employers’ Federation to~ eondﬂe'e
the .fi.ght té the biﬁter end, if' such 4% should prove to be,*

The neeting of “the 1@3; cora-af the Imblin 'bourgaoiaio deeide& ‘
that it had sufficierat atrength to attempt to smash the wnion and
therefore called i general meeting of all employers. wo xust
veturn to Arnold Wrlight for.a statement showing just how. wnited the
bourgeolele were in their fear of Lurkinisn - the combination &f
revolutionsry national and olsss stands - even as Garson armed in
the north. He describes. the I'hsploy@rs' Fedoration: ‘
“Unionist eo-oporaied with Nation&list and Catholic with .
Protestant in the heartiest fashion. A’ Nationalist chairman’
had the maninous, md enthuslastic support of the entire
body of memdors, and sturdy Unionjsts sat Micably on the
executive with thorougmgoing ﬁ&tionaliats. bl 4

Such was the miﬁy of the bosses when their' dlass was under atinok.

On September 3, 40O bosses_ decided to lock osut all of thelr
workers vho were members of the IT&GWU. These companies presented
an ultimatum to their workers in the form of a statsment to be

sizned

Por and on ‘behal? of ny employars. : I further agmq to
immediately resimi ry membership of the Irish Transport and
General Workers Uniom (if a member) and I further undertake

that I will not ;ioin or in any other way support this wnion.”

Even with both Tarkin ‘and Connolly ir prison, the response of the
workers was outright refusal. The Treneport men and women wers .
Joined by the menmbers of 28 other wions. Some of ‘these unions weve
hostile to the IT4GHU yet they Btood solid. - By September &, it was
reported that 20,000 workexs were sffected snd by Septenber 22, this
nuwber had risen to 25,000 Mcluding the fam hbourem. cmg Ry
was declaved:

The vege and class hatmd of the Dt>1in workers was deepened by the
avents of September 2. ~In ‘the slux arsa, on Church Strest, iwo
tensments of four storeys d&ch collapsed, killing seven and mjm-ing
pany more. Had they fallén in while all were abed, the death toll
would have been such higher, " The bulldings had been passed as
habitable by municipal authorities, only a few wesks previously in
August, This event echoed’ throughout Ireland and in Britain where
1t brought homé 6 mamy thee cruel oppression of the Irish workers.

e same day thsat Turkin had beﬁn charged, the worker Janmss Byrne,
one of those assaulted by the police, died in hospital, At his
funeral a huge procession followed and among whom was Keir Hardie.
He had just arrived and was reportedly escorted from the railway
etation by a ragged guard of honour from the newly formed Irdsh
Citizens® Arsy (ICA). Haxdile spoke to the workers that svening
promising tham aid from "the Socialist gide of the Labour
zovement” and he commented wryly on a threat from Murphy to sta,m- -
ihe workers out saying to laughter:

“Most of you have served too long an apprenticeship to

starvation to be very much a,fraid of that."

*
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¥ith Connolly and Larkin in prison, 0'Bries aud Daly tock chargs
sending a delegation to ths British TUC which had opaned in :
Kanchester on September 1. So savage had:been the police behaviour -
that Sexton, who hated Larkin, moved & yesolutica oalling for
fresdom of assembly in Dublin. ' lavkin had besn demsuding sympathy
astion in Britain and had been so.sucesesful that the TUC leadsrs
sought to stop him by -negotiating pssce.- After Mearinmg the Irish,
delegation they voted to send & committee to investizate their | ...
report. They meant to attempt a fast compromise but the asger of
the rank and file worksrs in Britsin would not allow them the ° )
freedom of a peaceful gellout.  The commiftee met 'the Dubiin T Ad
bosses in the Shelboumne Hotol in Dublin or Septesber 5. It was™ ~
80t until the 8th that the conference was enlurwed to incTude'
reprezentatives of the Dublin Lockout Committee. The medtimge =
collapsed on September 18th - the employers insisting on imposikg
thelr 'yellow dog® contract on the workers. Thé British T0¢ "~ =
commitiee, ‘after consideration, decidsd ia favour of the Dudifn '
workers.. it 0T B 23w
¥hile the conference had besn mesting the strugele had continusd

to spread with lockouts by the builders -and sfter the harvest,

the farmers. Importantly symathy strikes hud bioken out in

Britain - sn ocourrence that terrified the British trude wnfon
*lesders®,

FINANCE « BUT NO FIGHT

The pressure on the British imion eisleaders  wes tromendous - some
zoction had to be taken to prevent the development of atrikes that
potentially had far-reaching implications for the very fadrie of
British soclety. Having failed in getting a fest pease, hating © -
Larkin and fearing the militancy of their own rembers, they voted
te send money and foodships to Dublim. The British TUC veted
£5,000 for funds and sgresd to call for more. The Minera®
Federation, in early October agreed to send £1,000 per week while
some newspapers in London opened subseription lists, The Britieh
TUC was to ralse £93,637 in-all and ¥{1lism 0'Brien veported that
the total amount raised to support ths Dublin Pightewns ocass to a
£150,000 = 3 very substantial sum in 1313, - : ;

On September 27 the first foodshlp, the Hare, arrived to grest
enthusiasm and an uplifiing of the spirits of the workers.
However, the foodships were not to coxe as an addition ts
sympathetic strike mction but as a substitute for 1t, This wus
to serl the fate of Dublin. No mattar what the motives of the
wicr leadership, it was as Desmond Greavss points out: - :
“eso the rank and file did not gxwdge. There wms no mistiking
the intense class feeling which brought. pennies and sixpemales
from remote villages in Yorkshire sund South ¥ales inte the
Dublin relisf fund ... "
The food itself was desperately needed and relisved scme of the

intense suffering.. At b

Dublin suffragettes, led by Delia Larkim and Cowitess Markisvics,
organised a food ‘kitchen in Liberty Hall. In sddftSon, warm
slothing was alsc nade there to be given to the mest meedy
families, "When it was diecovered thit so wany of the women who
csiled for food to take home were stiniimg thsmselves so that
their husbands and children could hevs mors, thsy were atked to
‘taits & neal at Liberty Hall bafore teking their feod hoks. =

P
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Bourgeols writess such as Araoll Nzight, bave condeassd the food aid

from Britain g8 &t prolomsed the sirikis, which ip. to say that 4t
vreveated ihs bosges® wehpon of stazvation from woridng as awlekly

as it wight = But this is tb mies the polat, Dscieive sotion.osmld

obly be taken in Britain snd this could only mean serious and. i,

possibly wt&ﬁﬁ synpathg, strikes. - It oms thie owing necpssity.
for real aption that exposed the degensresy and. eprortusism of the.:
leeding elémejts in the British jahour mevenent. The tattle.for, -
sympathstic acilon wag cemiral, bath Uommelly sud Larkin wepe well
aware of this snd had the Dublin workers been able to harness the
strongth of the British working cisis, the enployers would have
been crushed. - Without that help the writing was on the wall,

larkin was veleased on bail of £100 on Ssptexber 12 ad he rushed

to Britain te rally support. Comnolly, resovering from His -

hunger strike, tosk chargs of the.union in Dublin., He had bmen out .

drumming up sipport in Belfsst with sows suocess althe 18
ettacks by, Orasgesen izsivel ».precession supporting-the Dublis.

workers. Larkis had arrived in Manchester and zddressed & huge. ...

open alr meeling’s baberce Al pes T

U1 cars.foxr no man oy men, L have got & divime mission Y

believe, €5 paks men and woren discontented,, I ag out to ¢

do it and pe Hurphy or Abexdeen nor other creatures of hat

Lyps can siop e from carrying on the work I wea born for ,..%,. .
He finlshed with & vinging declaxations. ., f npofin .

"I am oul for revoludion. ¥hat do I care?  They can only. .

kil me snd thore are fhousands moxs to come aftexme.” . ,
strkin returged to Bublin but sae shortly en. tour szain speaking
to audiences of supporters in Glamgow on Sseptexber 21. iie recsived |
the suppoxt of the Fatignal Tmpférﬁﬂg:kex&‘?e&smﬁog after &
mesting im Lomdon on Septesber 22, 2 - : I

FIRST WAVE OF SUMPATHY STRIGKES ., °~ = : s
Sevtember saw the oveninz shots ‘o the batils ‘Tor eympathetic action
inside Britain, belwsen the rank sud ¥ile and the trade witon !
misisadera, 411 Dyblin traffle saw the beginnings of blocking
actions by the reilway men. Sirikes began fo spread when the
railvay compunise began to sack the mem who refused ts handle
talntsd goodes In &ll ‘wsarly 10,800 railwnysen wars involived ia
this action.  The mein avess of activity wewe Liverpeol, -
Birminghas, Crewe, Derby and Sheffield.  ILiverposl, with iis lavpe
saction of Lrish nationsl winority people, was by far the sirongest
area of support. Bub response was sore general. The Yorkshire
miners had beek active. ln the 1512 coal sirike and many rank xnd file
groups had formed, calling for & more progreisive industria)l poliey.
A saell gvonp of milifhnts an the Yorkshize Hinera® Couneil i
supported Jie Tsskdn's ¢all for Sywpathy stvikes. Thesse strugples
of 1513 were te give great impetus %o wmoffieial trade wnion :
zmovemente such ax Vigiluncs Oroups and Misoriiy movemowis
established by the rerk and file. Thelr comnmitises oporatsd
separately and independently from the official uniom bursuorscy.
These commiitesd ware o play an importsnt’ role, particularly
aftsy World ¥ar 'Y, ir the Pormaticn and development of the ot

communist movement in Britain. Wnlls the renk and fils pushad ad

for increasbd actiom; the fraitorous officinls 431G thelr utmozt ts
atey the actlon from ‘sproaling. , :
J-H. Thomas of the ¥UR plsyed & particularly dfsgusting vole in
stopping the dsvelopment of sericus sctisn., HNot only did he not
support the actions of his smerbers,; he sotwslly aided soms of the
employers in getting soms of his merbers ihs sack. Hs was typleal

LN S
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of the trade union leaders that despised ‘Aatkin a.nd his revolution&ry
stand and fearea the militancy of his own union membérs,  He, 1like
the other leading Tepresentatives of the labour aristocracy wallowed |
in their petitabourikecis ‘respectadbility; more offended by Larkin's
"to hell with oon‘%mcts" than' they. were with the misery of ‘the
Publin workers, kore concéined with the legalisms of“the pppressiy.
than the suffering ‘of the ¢ppressed,’ The absence of ‘official support

" -.rather in the face of open hostility from the bubeaucrats w md

the failure ‘bo spread the action over a wider ares pushed ‘the men back’

to work. Mowever, the demand-foi ‘action simnered jusi: ‘below the =

smme, particula.rly in Liverpool.

GOVERNMENT INTERVENTIQN‘*

On September 26 the Zoaxd’of Trade dsclmd that 1t would hold an
offisisl irquiry into the dispute set in three days time, the 29th.
H. Gosling of the National Tremsport Workers* Federation represented
both British and Irish trade wnionists. His comments were very
conciilatory and 1t was obvious he wanted a setilement! The bosses
were rspresented by T. Healy KC, later Governor Gensral of the Irish
Fres State, even then a well-kmown figure in Irish yolitics and a
personsl friend of Murphy. Healy's principal argument, echoing the
position taken by the British opportunists, was that the sympathy
striks made velations between capital and labour impossible. ILarkin
took over as representative of the men using a statement drewm up by
Connolly. He was both fisrce and brilliant as he clashed with both
Healy and Murphy'as he put the workers® case. In a newspaper he was
reported as blaming the employers for the conditions of the Dublin
workersy he said of the bosses: "“They take to themselves that they.
hiave all the rights that are given to men and to societies of men,
but they deny the right of the men to claim that they also have a
substantial claim on the share of the produce they produce, and

they further say they want no.third party interference. They want to
deal with working. men individually ... It means that the men who hold
the means of life control our lives, and, because we working men have
tried to get some measuvre of juzilce, some measure of betterment,
thay deny the right of the human being to associate with his fellow.
¥hy, the very law of nature was auiual co-operation. Man must be
asuocoiated with his fellows. The employers were not able 10 make
their own case. Let him help them ... What was the position of
affairs 'in conmnection with life in industrial Ireland?... There

are 21,000 faxilies ~ four and & half persons to a family - living
in sinxle rooms. VWho are résponsible? The gentlemen opposite

to kim would have to accept the responsibility. Of course they must.
They sald they control the means of life; then the responsibility -
rests upon them. Twenty-one thousand people multiplisd by five, over
a hundred thousend people huddled together in the putrid slums of .
Dubliin.” ’

Hs want on: Let those people who desired the truth go-to the
factories and see the maired girls, the weak and the sickly, whose
eyas are being put out and their bodles soarred and their souls
seared. VWhen they were no longer able to be useful enough to gain
soss whatever wags they earnsd, they were thrown into the human
scrap heap.” |
He teok two hom 'bo finish and forced all those sho followed hi.l to
take 2 stand. All the Irish and British trade unionists backed hia,
sven Gosling who stated that the Dublin employers would not destroy
the Transport Union while the British trade union movement existed.

*
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The mwsulis ‘of the court of inquiry weve highly favoureble to the-
workers. ~While making stateménts against sympathy actions, its - .
conclusions were that the 'yellow dop® contract:-that the:.men were ..
ssked to sign imposed “upon the signatories conditions which are .
‘contréry to individual-liberty, and which no Workmen or.body of
- workars-could reasonably be expscted to accept?. Yo
The employers immed iately declared that the Tindings of "the “inquiry
‘wera a basis for negotiation and left the proceedings. Now, and in
the future, the main sticking point was victimisation. The unien
position being that all workers locked out must be re-employed but
- the employers would not grant this} protecting the.scabs they had-
hired. Shortly afterwards the bosses made any settlement - .
isposaible by demanding Larkin®s removal from his trade imion post.
These events gave indrezsed support for the Dublin workers - even the
"Times®, then the ‘chief voice of the British bourgsoisis, ssid on - -
October 8, that it was time the Dublin employers settled. But,:
even with public opinion-heavily ranged sgainst them, ths bosses
resained safe as long as they could coumt-on scab -Jabour, and theiy
products were not linvolved in any actions in Britain against
Shortly after larkin lashed out at the'trads ‘union opportimiets, ' Hs .
spoke in London on October 10 at ‘the. Memorial Hall, desocribing the . -
sell-out: = ' _
*They weie « the men, he said who were atanding in their road,
and they would have to be pulled dut of the rosd,: They were
about as useful as mummies'in a muEeum. The weapon that was -
wanted was the sympathetic strike used in a scientific manner,
These were hypocrites who told them they mist not have -
sympathetic strikes because they caused inconvenisnce to the
public., The officials of the Railwaymen's Union pleaded that -
there were agreements and contracts. To hell with contracts.
The men were In advance of their leaders,fnd they iould tell .
their leaders to get in front or get out .... He had baen
told by a trade union leader to be careful what he was doing,
bacause although the rank and file were with him, the wnion .
leadsrs controlled the money. That was the sort of threat’
that was held over the men wio belonged to -the *rebel wing."
The effect of this speech was electrifying and it was greeted with
grea¥, enthusiasm, Thers was a huge crush of people outside and
Larkin was carried on the shoulders of a. huge Irishman, -
Con Lehane to Clerkenwell Green where he addressed sn overflow
nesting and sang rebsl songs till wall afier nidnight. Rl

SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN

Suffragettes from both Britain and Ireland played an important role
throughout the struggle setting up support committees whereever they
could, Some, cormected to the *Daily Herald® the left wing paper,
proposed that soms of the children be brought to Britain and hovsed
with workers there for the duration of the troublse. Mrs. Deva -
Hontifiorl took the lead in getting it organised. Larkin agreed to
the plan although it appears that Connolly was quite doubtivl but he
was going on & speaking tour in Scotland and let matters Iie. Desmond
Greaves records that Mrs. Montifiori had trded & similar schene in the
BA during the New England textile strikes and that it had failed
becsuse of sectarian difficulties., However, applications. cams in
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repidly asd the pian was juitisted., Potembislly 4t could be of grest
senistances ' FWen anf Wowea would be greetly weskened in their resolve
watebding thsir ohiidren suffor even more. in the sluse of Dublin and -~
knowing the. childves woxe well caved for-would have incressed their
ability to Flahtreas - ° | il
she British TOC would have nothing to do with the plan: paying that all--
of thelr funds must bs wsed to heip ths chtldyes in-theliz own hémes... .
Peshape thé.,sukusi, assbers of that body, alrsady having great troubls

in pontrolling their menbsrs, were bterrified of the effect of the
ayival of ihimdreds of poor snd suffering sniidren from Dublin would
have on public opinion and en the sptions of thelr nembers., Homes
wore found in Londen, Eilnbergh, Plysowth,; bub bove. all in Liverposl.
The Irich commmity xemsined in the forefront of thosé prepared to
sgorifies for Dublin. : ‘ '

During this time Iarkin prepared his defence for his trial and
Cosmolly continmued his: mpeaking. dour. Both had heen very effective
in pstlding support in Britaiag Larkin getiing the Liverpool
dockexs to siund prepared to sirike again incressing the feaxr of the
besses and their luckeys, the frads wpion lemdsrs. = | p

Although a musber of childres had siresdy 16t Dublin over-a period of
saveral dsye, the Arohbishop of Dubiin suddenly declared that the:
sasportetiontof the shildres exdsngered their veligions faith, In
s lstier pablished in the Dublis dailies ho ssked the mothexs of the
children 1f “they had abandomed tuelr faith®. He weni om t6 suggest
inat they oam mo lomger be held vorihy of the namd of Catholic -
mothers if they so forgsi that.duty as to send swey thelx childven to .
be cared for in a strange land without gecurity of any Kind that those
40 whom the poor children ere to ve handad over ave Catholies, or
indsed persons of amy faith at all.” . I% would sesm that this el
*pood shaphexd®i the Arehbiehon; had net woticed how his Friends the
szploying clses of Dublin hed bess trestisg the *poor childven', ¥o
doubt he felt the degenevating miséry of the siums wae due to so%e -
cther osuse = eot of God, perhaps? Ihe Bidernians Joinsd in the attac®
in BOWETADOES sonteciled by then, They published a pesberahip oaxd of
the Ormege Ordsy belonging fo'a Jumes lerikin, Now James Iarkin is not -
gx uncomnon name and it was patently sbuurd to euggest this Jemes
tavkin could have any sompection with the wnica lsader. Honethsless;
the gitarniss-camtroliied powspRDETS ruised, Wharever they could,
sectariza Feelings to the helghts, scowsing larkin of sttempiing to
porvert the faith of the chlldren. _
The day after the Arehbishep's letter, Octobst 22, say 2 lsrge number
of fanatical young vrisste Tresiking iate the Corporation Baths where
s susber of childven wexe being cleaned up for ihs journey. The
priests sansged to step the ehiidmnts departure.
Thet night Larkin spoks fros the window of Iiberty Hell backing
Mrs, Momblfioxts B 3 :

"1 pave frisd o Kill sectarianise, whather in Cathollcs or

Protectants. I am sgainst bigotry or intoleruncs on sithey

cids. Those vho want to divids the workens have resoried to

the Toulest mothols ... I have not vead the svening psperd,

put I am inforued vils things ers stated iz them. They have-

1it & firve they will never put oub.” 5.
4 few days lster b retiwrmed to the toples .

vy gm not frightsnsd by ik Avchbishep ox the viests.

sooms, has sver heaxd me say oae woxd epninet them, but X

 gay the prisst who sayp I world s1low & child to be R
gﬁgssiytise& is a 1isxr in He hesrd.” :



Lest anyons 'think- that the act.'consfgof e 'go04 ‘Shepherd® “burkt  forth *
from his pure Christian concern for thé children znd ‘this thévefore '
puts him outside and “above class ‘strugele and ‘class motives = 'Ehe WARS “BL, TR
police rapidly arrested MiSy Montifiori and & Mrs. Rand on the Tl el
trusped-up and groteaque cha.rgva of xidnapping the childrent - - '¢ _ iﬁ

Whex Delia Larki tried to ta,ke more Mildren out. the i;riests with
a meb in t.ow, d a near riot.in which both children a,n& g_q,zo,qta ¢ Basbt

were hurt. 4 (28 WAB f,-: ?ﬁﬂoim 1511’! § gl '9' : sdpdoyy o1 3%

ro further a >
¥ere releas » agre@ing ths 3
te continue their project. ‘I'he s.ffa.ir had ao fa.r gone badly aaaimt -
the gmionn ¥ P57 i 5 (M.-'- :

Comnolly then gm,-p :!;he t.ums ni'l'.h a bnumt oomten-nﬁmh.

Be 014 the papezs that the 'Fight to Saye ths Kiddies® was fobe "
sbandoned and in ';ua;n _ﬂ;{v.nded §Mt the children Jpe ear;ad for in Bkian o
Dublin. He told .the sorkers; m Fpewacs
"Go to the A:’ohbishop and - p:lea&a Tpg m 1oud in 'Ehair Taubah Ais
mrofecsions. . Put them to the tes ud o b f e
He then stopped all fres meals at Lib&rty Hall. s Ln.nkin enmt ,

before his trial, made what he thought would be his farewell spsech ., ;. 7

&s he was prepared for a sentence of anything from two montha ta éue

years, He noted again the role of the church: " nitvel “;;
“For yoa.ﬁd%;ears 1 hav-a done the work I was borm for., I
have p!'o ré' 'were 21,000 ‘fanilies living fAve fwia foom’ To fantel o
in Dublin, “'Ca¥1"that CathéTicism, Christianity? Tt 1a° * Lre xeet Yo
somethi ffansnt:' ‘T havé ‘raiesdthe morals afd ‘sebrlety oLl ol saetas
of the peopl E%z! Mui'ﬁfr aa.ra mﬂdn has doﬁa good ba‘t 'ha:i&!s 1
off the tfuif“" = ) aral

"'.—A,--.' 3 “i By T Y - . koo ¥ d
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is was expected,, ~th¢ Ga.tholicumliof ors&nisat.’mns ere Pirst § )
end then overwhelmed by the demand, .They were completely unable to. =~
cope, The Archbishop, it Esrqulﬁ seem, was auch better at organising .
kowling reactionary mobs than providing *loaves and fishes®...The 30 g ey
dimmers were resumed at Liberty Hall aftexa ueek, i the wﬁ%g@ s wllo
was forced to issus an appesl for an.end to & 5$°!1 ® .-\;'m;' .
appeal could only be.geenas being. dimcted -to wards . ,g_y i f

thus merved the mim'& gtmpoqe, Els o toa dom #38 yodd d5f L pg-in
¥ R0s DS oz 3l %xlesd :_ ! i posnbeld o3
LARKIN = Im m FHEE‘“-' tils bus wolleg ywal resi -

On October 28, larkin went to court a.nd vas sentenc:ed to aeven mou’e.!m

for seditionsass15,000,pegple cheered and. protested outside the court :
rooms. The city was.alive with angs #Q&..u;n‘-"t 388158 -_"“Elﬁsaﬂ? y3o sgal 3
London. Theinext.-Sundays Delia Laxking Connolly, )Gec Bﬁm&? *.i-rvn

¥rs. Montifiorl,.George.Lansbury,. Ben, mnet
a1l spoke at a huge protest meeting held in the Albert “Hall. Bhan

was particularlycoutspoken in'a,fashion uncharacteristic for am .
pro-imperialistiFablan. . le.attacked.the Dublin employers and,

coupared the Dublin police to a;pack.of 'mad dogs'. He suggesisd that

the Dublin womkers be. armed %o protect. themselves. from the police. . .. . ..

Connolly proposed a campaign to free Larkin, TheTS Werd thres hy-»

elsctions pending and he proposed that any opponent.of the Libdersl

Govermment should be supported...The.bourgsois nationelists ﬁl‘t‘dﬂﬁ e auh

their protesis, this couyld destroy the Home Rule promised = . :

endlessly prom (bysthe Liberal Party.. «N%Qi*hﬁ-ﬂﬂh an. @PP'F “'! :

sent out and.a speaking tour.arranged., mnmﬂ reade:, e}t dahas
“locked:put Nationslist. .workexs of. Dub;l,in appssal xq :.-'_3_ A
British;wexkers to. vote against, the Liberal Jatlers L ad i oais
Tarkin and murderers of Byrne and Nolan,* § dart ‘q.‘ el o
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*ma dsep importancs of the strugsis both national and elass, tho linkn .

baing forged betwesn them by the Btmle of Dnblin workers was. o

never far from Commoliy's mind, When James Byrme, the aomtuv o‘r tha '

Dun Laocghaire Trades c&mcﬂ die& after being on hunger strike,
LConnolly saids -

*My heart swelled ﬂt!z pr}.de that the workers are at hst

learning to hovour their Tighters and martyrs. Byme as truly

died & mariyr as any man who sver 4id for Ireland.”
It is probably Commolly's greatest contridution that he put the Irish
proletariat at the head of the Irish mtiom.l atngh M in doing so
changed the courve of irhh history.

The c2ll far m mti-mbem vots helped diroot and” tu.p tho ungor h
Britain, The contradictions were too obvious when lLarkin was
ssntenced for sedition and yet Carson was arming and drilling mem in
Ulster, making openly seditiows statements and encoureging mutiny ia
the armed forces and yst nothing was dome. Ia one by-slection the
Iibersl majority was greatly reduced and on November O, their candidate
was defeated in Reading. These defeats brought ountburkts of jo. in
Dudblin and sky rooksts from the roof of Liberty Hall., Lloyd Geoxge,
spesking to the' National Iibexal Club 1n London, analysed the by-
slection revsryaes:

"There are explanations, the most prominent of which is,probably,

Jin larkin.,"

The defeat of the Gonm:ut sent the bourgeois nationalists into fits
of fear snd rege., Commolly's suoccessful appeal to British workers to
defeat the Liberals no matter what the cost to the Home Rule Bill
ripped their strategy right out from under their feet. Moreover, it
greatly sndangered their claims to be the leadsrs of the natiomalist
etruggle. The Redmonite newspaper "The Freeman's Journal'

its *neutral’ stance and began openly attacking syndicalisa in its

editorials., However, such was the intense feeling genmerated in

Ireland that the editorial itself caused splits im the Irish Party.

Jamer Glymn, the HP for Gelway City, disassociated himself from the

' Freeman's Journal®.

Connolly answered his Bedwomite critice: _
"We are doubtlass to be told we are attaoﬂ.ugm Rule. &
Dublin working men are as firm as sver for matiomal selfe -
government. But they are not going to allow the governmment .
to bludgeon them and jail their lsaders and comrades and place
211 the mashinery of the law, police and military lt the di..)onl

of the employers wlﬂnut hitting back.":

Two daye after the Reading dafut. Lu.-kh was nlnnd haviag served B

17 days of Ms 7 nonth sentence. larkin was himself = he came ewti:

tighting! The aftersoon of his relsase Commolly and larkian spoke from

Liverty Hall. It was ﬁ'm here that Larkin lawmched his *Flery Cross®

mpa.ign:
" .. that his snenies wanted him out of Ireland. Itmulﬂh
a bad day for thesm when he did lsave Ireland. He was going in
a Tew hours to light & flery orves in Emgland,Sootlamd and Wales
vs. and he promised the employsrs of Dublinm. that they were goling te
sup sorrow with & losg spoon.”

Connolly wss equally meonpronising hilrin
"We will carry on the fight mtil we have demomstrated that the
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they attempt to do so0 them th
will bs nothing to what is to oome.
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That Thuredsy aight saw the; largest mseting yot called. Celstrwting
Larkin’s yeleass, the wonen and girls sang songy dora in the strugsls,

“Chesr up Laxkin®, ©I anine of Thoss. Horrible Lavkinites" shd “¥e -

Are Golng to Join Jim laridais Unfon". Laxkin did mot Speak as he was

suffering from nervous reaction so Commolly gave the lead: — =
“They had proved by the ralsase of Le¥iln that they were stromger-

thae any government. Svery right had Its'duty, But thes they = -
duty to anyons. That-

were deprived of their rights, they owsd o : 4

. 15 what is meant by a pfate of war. *Listen to me,* he cried.

M golrg to talk sedition, the et L{me we sre out for & march,
I want to be acoonpanied by four batialimis of tvainsd msp. .1 wamt:
ther to come with theld cbrporels, sergeapts and pecple to form .-
fouzs. - ¥y shouldiwe not &¥il] asd tyain our men in Dublis as the
are doing. is Vister? But I don't think you vequire sdy teainingi®

ti"'? ; 1 . fa g ; ‘,." = 4 )
SHAIPER AND DERPUR. = SOABS ARBIVE. (... -

hile Larkin had Boen im Drifon'the etrigele ‘had spréatt. & darly
as Sepiember 25, Conntlly had wayped what eould happen 4f the.
Shipring Federetion baoeght dn‘dedbs. - = vl o7 o0
“Hoderals gs I anm, I know what it seans. ‘If thie ship is brought
to Dublin by the Shipping Federation zad they Bexin to discherge
their cargo « T meation no names, &3-T/wint o -give thes & chance
of withdrawing < know, you know, and God Imows, that thé streets
- of Dublin w111 run ved with the blood of the working olssses.™
But the sosbe avrived.: Un Octobar 29, 50 cams from Manéhester and
on Noveuber 5, snother 100 fyom Liverpocl. In Ihgland there were.
ealls from ths "Dally Herald® for & gensivsl striks,” ... L3
Comnolly issusd a manifesto calling for mass picketing of the dooks
and vhen thiz falled hs closed the port. This violatsd the agresment
of May 1915 with the companies and they pleadsd thelr contrscts. -
Gomolly pointed out the: this was né "sormal' dispets. “The bosses
then begsa to wall sbout 'To Hell with contrects’ and *brokes -
agrasuente’.  The slosing of the port wnitéd the capitalists ia the °
straggls% In turs the closs of Commelly”s maaliPests was sherp and to -
the point: . o IS O S,
“Fellew workers, the employers are determined to Siarve you into
subsiseion, and if you vesist, to olub you, il you and K11 you.
We defy them. If they ihink théy can carsy on their industries
without you, we will, ia the words of the Ulzter Oresmgemen, take
steye to prevent §t. 'Bs men now, or be Tor ever slawsi™ |

The bowsge sried the scabs who wers kept above the law, ' Rves when
workers were shot by scale, some killed, the scads wend unsressted,
‘The struggle sgalast the soabs and police was to be the dysasis in
the formatlon of the Irish Citisen Arwy. - : ' i .
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THE IRTSH CITIZERS ABMY

*$ho fasys’ *ga‘wearthszlaoixﬁe&& ‘Badge upon his manly ‘bresst? -
What sosb oBeys ‘thé vile command of Murphy and the pesb .
He's 's1l & knsve, ‘el balf a sldve who slights his wnidn thus
But ‘trae sen 211ke Yo med, Will show the bedps with we.

s Bt £ " T

They dayed 4o £iing & manly brick T
Th&:f me&&@ hlwkl&@*w P e e
They dived give Hapvey Duff & kick, ;. . . 4
They didn*t-care & damfv. fobi- . - L. '
They 1ie in gaul, They can't get ball. CFhifes o
Bub you men, with stigks man, .must meke the Peolers 'cgs;s.ﬁ'

fhased ‘history chadging, uprifing of 1916 in Dubliin is |

The drasatic, hied ¢l , 1916 %
incomprehensible withéul & class understanding of the éffset of the
Dublin Lockout. The need for the working class to defesd itself from
ths represszive state foroes gave rise to the Ivish Citizen Ary (1G4),
It grew in the hest of class siruggls and was Both ‘sceiglist asd .
antinnalist in 4ty view like the wmion from which 1t sprusg. .
Moreover, it was bow in &rtide oF gmti..igpgﬁ%mguﬁ?ggfm vising .
throushout Treland, The inoressing blend of the tuo revolutionary .
strears - nationalist and soclalist ~ is shown by the faet that .
the I0A was fTormed within weeks of ﬂ-;mng%iomust Ileh Volutesrs.
Beth wera in pari & vesponse to the formation of Cqrspn's Ulster
volmntesrs but 1t would be incorrect to see thelr birth aa & sisple
rafisx sotion.. The risa of the proletarimn class strugpie divectly .
Tinked 0 the Tight for nstiemsl iiberatien is & key to wderetanding
ths future developments, The:  formstion of a proletarizn army fan
Treland pre- figured the later svenis in Rusaia, If the Britieh
working class had hecome fully engzaged in the fight the souree of
Buropesn history wopld have besn desply affected,

The concrete mroposal for the foxmatisn of a workers defence fére‘a:“
was suggested at & meeting of the Civie leagys. This Conrnittee had
sariier been lows a5 the Pesss Copmitiss, a body formed to try and
sediate in the dispute. . Iis meshexs were generally dramm fyom the
siddle class intslligepisia including writers mnd professors.
Starting off as & ‘neutrsl® body the sharpmebs of ths Tight and the
justice of the workers® cause won jtz meabers to en active bias In
Favour of the working class.  Among its sembere. wes Captain Jack
Whits, the som of a fameus Boer Wep Genural, who had resigned his
comsiesion-2s oaptain in the British Army bacauss of his developing

1

anti-inpsrialist views. Despite the 1ibsral views about justice to
the poor, civil iiberties ete., that predominated in the Civil Leagus,
theve was Dmmediste inteyest whem Capisin White proposed that
drilling be introduced as &, method of brimging discipline “into ihe '
distracted ranks of isbouw.” y -

The events that Ffollowed are an amBing exanple of the contradictions
in compciousness in the Civil league. They wexe aiiowsd to meet in
ihe Mansion House only so long &= they 4id not engage in partisan
aotion. When they found thepselves agresing with the proposal for.
the Tormation of @ proletarisn army to combat the forces of the state
they agresd tc changs the venue of thelr meeting, so es not o break
the tundsretaniing' they hed about the Measion House. ‘It might be
sivil war, but riles &2 rulset. They edjouwrasd to the veading rooms
of Reverend R.M. Guyms in Trinity College., Agraement was rapld and 8
Pund wos established in oxdex to buy staves for the naw army.
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Connolly retumed t‘rfm organising suppart in. BélPist ito attend the rst .
publie xxeeting ‘of the Civic Le&guea ; It hed beer called to ures the
tormation of & workers® -defence force. -Studsnts =% Trinity College had
bsen playing & progressive role and Captain ¥hite had sarlier advised
them to boycott their classes az & means of protesting the police

meiim of ‘the scabs. 'Ths ua:{iege aithoritiss Yeaponse to thé
*s Goming mesting wak 1o Tordid Trinity s*&udehts, mﬁer pain cf
expulsion, from attendiﬁg wha.t the - &u"l‘.horitieﬂ dashribed &
toaptain ?hite’s Home Rule mesting®l ﬁpproﬁmat&ly 100 stwieﬁta
arrived in pmcessicm that riighi: ami thesy wére greeted #ith tdud cheers f—
and given seats on the p..aifém. ; %ihité, Gotmolly and couritess -
Markievics were among the Bpeakers. ImperfEntly & telegram was recel ved:
from Sir Rogéer ﬁasaaent +hen helpiﬁg £ initiate the fe*ma.tiers ef the
Izish Yoluntesrs. it *"E&ﬁ.i '

%Y yndeystind ya& bagin aaaveme:zt to &rih snd disciplim

Dublin workers.” That 18 a gdod and heslthy movement. :

I wish to supporit it and E-hope it say bsgin & widespresd

national movement to ormanisge drilied and disciplined ﬁs};

Yolunteers {0 assert Irish mmkﬂ:ed a.na u@hoiﬁ tha rfatiemai

canse in-&1l1 ﬁmt. is ﬁgbt. : PO

Sean OfCasey,- iatez: to be fmowa a,s the gmaﬁ' Ir}.sh dm&tﬁst, RaS

appointed Secretary tosthe Citizen Ammy. He describes & mesting in .

Bersaford Place with Larkin spesking frop the window of Liberiy %11y
“We are going to give.the members of our undon & military -
training. Captain White will speak to you now and tell you
the plans he has ¢ creats from among the membere of the
Jabour unions & graaf Citizen Avmy. Capiain White will take-
charge of the movement, and I trust {2t the warious trade vinibns’
will sse to it that 21l of their membebs joizx thig new amy of the
people, so that Lsbour may no longer be defenceless but way be able’
to untilise that mat thysical pewer which it possesssa ic prevent :
ite elementary zights ‘beling taken awey and to evolvs such & systen
of unified action, self control and ordered discipline. that Labour
in Irsland mey msrch at the fore-front of &1l movements for the .
betterment of thé whols wbple of Ireland.” tn,

¥hite followed and asked all those -rha wers iut&rasteﬁ to Bitend the.
union ground &t Croyden Park for emrolsment and driiling. When those
.wishing to join were dsked to ralse ihesir e dz, a f’oreat of arms want

up and & gréet chesy yoss from the orowd.

Captain ¥hite did not. have the clasa b&ﬁkgfmm& o0 *hrﬁvi&e hix wif.h :
an immediate grasp of the labour struggle dut his antie ~imperiaiist
views mads hix deaply sympathetic. He bought hurlay sticks, broom
handiss and staves for drilling. While there were hoth oblective amd
subjective difficulties in orgarising regular drilling which greatly
festrated Whits, he dersisted. The men had tasted the lash of the
police far too often and & dssp desive to mest them and beat them on
their own terms - in the sireets = drove itheém.on. Whits was harsh
and cften difficult but he ?*elped mould a force that wag capable of
suceessTully fighting for the workers® right to use the strests and
protect thelr own neatings cose who Bey, :

The formation of the ICA proviﬂed a fisme of pride &ﬁd saif-respsct
that combined with the deep claes hatved felt by the workers. Hagy
of ths 1CA sen maxched with the metal badge of theliyr union, a red
hand, pinned to thelr chsatis. ¥When they smarched they carried a huge
banner with & life-size ploturs of Larkin and above the ploture this

inseriptiens

"The Chief who ralsed the Red Hand up watil it Paled the S'am
and Shed such Glory on our Caume as Chief had never Done,*

Such was the estean that lLarkin was held in by his members.




uhsu

When the iwmpler Strest branch of the union decided to sturt & band,
Larkin wes délighted wid provided union funds for a loan for the -
the purchaze of ths insiruments. These instrusents bam& &-target -
for the police B0 tha band - ‘brmsght htarhy sticks to protect their o

Anstmmentsa

Often the hurleg stia‘i:s were she&cz on one and éca inc‘rea.se “Sheir -
effsct and as they ware longer than the! palice batons _they cms&nﬁeﬁ
respest. Soor all the :miox: meatings and procsasions’ we;ca g
sceoupanisd by ICA men. swinging their hurley sticks. . This brought
about &n immediate in;;mvement in the beh&vicmr of ﬁhe 'camgecue'
police force, .1t waAs union pmcti:se to h0ld ‘marches along the °
tranlines and previoz:szy the workers chi& be.punched, Ehoved and
hustlad iside b:v the police in ordsr to clear the wiy. ‘Now, protected
by I "'uﬁ. meni, the police inspector would ask 'if the men would be 8¢ kind
s& to allow the traffice to pass. This change in ?e..te% pride a.nd Balf
respect into the workers which was to be needed in’ 'Ehe hard tines a’ze&i

During the autums and winter of 3913 the ICA stood guard owsyr the ‘hohkes
of worksrs threatened with eviction. ' Uonnolly; editing the *Irish
Worker® recorded how these gawnt and hungry sen, dresssd in rags,
protected the workers® homes and in cases returmned ths few uticks of
furniture to the houses of those who had been svicted. Their
unbreakable spirit was stesdfast throughout that per*ad ‘and the .
creation 6f ths ICA wes “the most important devélepment ‘of thHat: stmgg&.
It is too often ignored that the Tubire role of the Irish Citizen Amy

was horn and glven s?zape in the “orga of -class stmggle.

IME FIBRY CROSS :

The day atier Larkin®s releasa from prison botb “he snd. a.onncny {ssued

& statement to the British Workers. 'The Manifeste to the Bx tia‘:

Working Class anncunced Dublin port was to bs closed and asked for .

their help in keeping scsbs out. It appesied directly to the rank and

file in Br:itain and re-opensd the atmggle for" sya'pai:hetic actions
*We ays denied every right guaranteed by law, we are s:ubgected to
coldsblooded systematic arrests and ferscious prison sentences.
Girls and women are jailed every day. ‘lreet Iabcmrs ase -
iﬂ:pfs‘i’ftef’ by the h%méreas. - _ w7

"We.propose to cam the war into avery seet“ on sf he anew;y s \,asem
¥ill vou second ws? We are shout i *%_;ak& 2ction the news of which
wi1] have reached you before this is in your hands.”

The Manlifesto Ffini shed with the  wordsy -
"We apreal ta our brethren in Great Britals to secon& our nffevts.
We thank ihem for that coxdial support walch has wade’our blow
so successful, and we counsel them Lo go emea.d ané atrih:e wmxe
the irven of vswm?.t 35 hot in our souls.”

Larkin announced he would make .2 genersl policy st&‘teme‘nt in

Manchester and he was joined there by Connolly. At the Free Trade Hall '
4,000 packed inside while a further 26 s000 walited cutside.. Larkin®s
Bwech aypesled to his audience in "‘icﬁi glass and national terms. He
sddresssd them both &8 workers and a seéction as national mincrity pacyle

residant in Britain:

-
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“In Dubl ‘hn ﬁiéﬁ imow, ﬂh&t i say is & e* ém’aﬂe Do you! tﬁiﬂ}r I &arn
to come to astount vy».’iﬂe Englsn&, and fo Lancashirewhera a8t ieast
one half of every four of }'uk; or a. Aittie nore are Iﬁ»n, and, o
tell you & 1ie: about: Hyiswhrgewiiyy, s.coumity I love as I Jove. <L P
other iand’ Zhdvns. dtHer, ;zeamie’* A #ay who won®t Iove Ris awm "
fireside can héve no love: for thoss outsids. What I want 6 do 29 v
is to 11f¢ up the ¢lass I belong to; ‘£ wadt to improve them .
%iealiy and msnmﬂg, broaden ‘théir ocutlsok & human 'beingﬂ Veed *

He went on, f;o a.ttack the Briti-sh trazi& wnion cppartanistﬁ with & .
caustic remark a.bcut Tthe wise men from the Bast of mglmﬁ i;z*a,ie
unionism.™
The (Akpaigr; for mgai‘ a"iian waged ‘z;y (:amneny and wm:: had
¢hr Labour Farty sen end the trsde wnjon leadsrehip in their ﬁm
coi*:wm =nd they wsnted an end to Lavkin and larkiniss, 4. a&ﬂy 2%
September, Phillip Snowden, second only to MeoDonald i{n the Eﬂ%ﬁab
Laramf Party, had openly atiasked Larkim in the "Morning Past', ons
of‘ the most right-wing of the london dslies, wndsy the titis '3}@
Strikes Pay?' If it he dencynced ths "wild rgmmtim&r:g spdals of
men 1ike Mr. James Larkin and M. Ben Tiiist". James Sax i at t:sem
yrdicalien in the same series of articles where JsHe Kilﬁ ﬁ, heaﬁ of

j S -t
the ".:Pame*s Unic ‘&las Felined ing

“The nen o sftén Tose their hs«aﬁ, .za.*'gely due to the fob s,ha’:

new *mwwew grrive on the scen w9, and they procssd Lo presch

to thelr £531%ews thab thedr sld lasders zre vhat sometimes iz
ozlled huck nusbers «... The men who presume to bes Teaders havs
nol fell the resporsibilily for office, cons&quently, they can
afTort fo glive v&rﬂ cheap sdvice and in this way mewbers of a
mion are ofben led B0 geb oub of hand and maks demsnds which it
tmpossible for the anmlayerﬁ at that partioular time to conceds.”

" pemande which i is imposeible Ton the employers at that pariiouiae
time to conmede™! Hers ia & classic formilation of opfortunist trsds
unjonisn Fuily prepared 4o compromise with a vicious and degenerste
imperinlist raling class. "’hese articies wers 1o doubt meant to
reassuve the bowrmesisie of the iagyral ty of thelir Jackeys. Ynat
craven asiion to mount such an attack when women and childron wase
being starved and dogaulied in Ea,%%éz: and men being beaten fo desth
vy the pelice.

attacks comtinued threughoul September and Cohoher. " Snowden carried

writing in the Lavour lesdevse
e s’;-é:g trade unisniss losked facts in the Face and acted with
yegewd to commonsenss, The new fzude uniotnism, csll ii; what you will -

- Syndicelism, Carsoniss, Larkinise, éees neither.”
Snowden aanu Keir Hardie had s series of exchanges with Hardie writing
to defend the use of the strike wespon against the bosses.: Larkin
samier«»&ﬁtmmz suggeeting Snowden had written in the *Morning Post’
for chesp fPlrancial gain.

Throughout the Fisry dross campaign Larkin directed his fire at
MacDonald and ﬁmv&en 6% the Labour Pariy and Wilson ang J -H. Thomas

of the frude unions.
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‘iﬁ-e day after Lurkin’s Hanchester spesch, J,E. Thomzs told some

sadlwarymen thats

“ﬁ(s trade unlingy offTiclial; no.msiter how mm;xetmt or abls, oF

Aaflvential, aug‘r* ‘to have ﬂze 8ole powsy ai’ ‘i:a? ling men. when

they must-cesss work,™ . i .
Tris was obviously almsd af zewe:in ami :’f.gﬁemﬁ the faeir th&t his .
sembors were consuited. | Mors importantly it ignorsd Thomas’s own.;
traltorons maiivitiss towards Dublin and his own membere,  The steady
sirsam of ecabs arriving from ingland was allowing many companies to
keep onirading aid fréatly veakaning the workers. ‘

Tes duys afh v the Manchester mesting, Commolly, Lsrkin and ﬁe‘iegai:ss
From the Dublin Trades Caimeil met the ﬁaﬁi&genta.ry Committes of the
British UG 4o gaf: *‘ﬁe T™Wee -

“To take s*@ﬁs 45 pravent the fuither Taportation of non=union

lsbour indo Dublin, and should also isolate the Dublin 8&!}3163’6!8

ty helding wp the tmszt c«f goods to that elty.”

The Commities siated "that it wae frankly opposed to any &ﬁmim

@*" the astidn ﬁ*éﬁm’! the suppur% now being gliven to the nblin ‘strikers,”

oly the imzeniSs nresdure being exerted by the rank and £3%s of the -

uﬁwna kept the sommittee Trom complstely selling out by voting against
the proposal aliogether, Instead 1t was decided that a spscial
mf‘srﬁmm a1 the TUC would be held on Decenber 9, Eeanh:g at least
another three weeks suffering for the Dublin workers. ' Even the Final
dscision for the confevence was left hanging for s couple of days.

Both the Irish lysders went to Iondon whers they addressed z huge
meeting in.a packed Albert Hall on Novesber 20. The meeting had bsen
organised by the *.}ailgr Horaid® who had vemained solid supporters of
Dab? inie n,acn;a; tha speakeirs was Ceoxge lansbury, editor of the "Herala®,
W11l Dyson iis cartoonist, Robert ¥illiams, CGeorge Fusssil {(ax),
Gecrge Bernard Shaw and Sylvia Pankhurst. In msny of the speeches
there were ;wi?a ted and barbed mitacks on the Labour Party and the -
trade wnion misleaders, Siudente.-4in stvding contréast &0 those in
Tuplin, attempled to.disrupt and desiroy the mesting but were prevenied
by Con Lshene asong othere, from doing seo. “Both Connolly and Larkin
1aid paﬂimiar guphasis on. sympa,%hetxc sction and the spacial TUC.
Lerkin wab slecirifying and ‘33 is denoribed by a wﬂtﬂr for the
*%w Statesmants
.ae He wos in desdly eawnest még walking up and down 1ike an
im-»:fia ad tigsr, he roared out his message of defiance %o the
capitaiist system-and of desth tc Murshy. ‘There striding absub
the *ﬁ@zsm one beheld the whole of ths swested, s%arved,
: ted working class suddenly incarnate in the shaye of a
> Tayzan of all the slum jungles of the West,”

enerating grsat enthusiasm for the Dublin workers ha found
C’m&‘. ax pmi, ing the revolutionsry unity of the class and

L guentions in Irsland, to his predominsntly Enplish audisncs.
enoe v:‘&ﬂi& his stat eﬁ’en that the struggle heing conducted
{ the Jockout was not a5 i imnortant as Ireland's struggle for
21 Treedom and he eXpressed his understarding thet not until
rad atlained self govermment could Labour win contrel.
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B Snbupdsy %éﬁfea&ar & the ’3&1};; Feralei‘ publizhed snother mantfests
£rox Larking” :

*Tall youme w&&e;:a pow apd every day uniil December 9, and raiss
your voices’ upm ‘that dsy to tell them for the future they nust
stand for “‘rada ’Jﬁim‘* 8%, that they ars not there a5 amﬁagwts

for the showbooni 7gs of th e ﬁaﬁi%a.- g%’ svatam, that they are not .
thare to sssist the smployers. in helping 4o defeal any section of
the workers st mviﬁg to be frée, nor 1o act as a brake onn the -

wheel &F :gsragv%s%. = B
On the same.day, J. H, axlson,~as his ;s@zaana“ c«:ﬁtr‘b t*tm o the
vuildup for m.e special T‘ﬁs} issued & manifests deAtunsing larkin and
the methods o .,hé Transport Union in m‘:&lme

A

Iy Treland and p«;r‘:@uld*ly in Dublin uhe Tizht bstween Capital and
Iabour was fai iy f‘-lsar in ite lines of demarhation wiih no- Iabour
aristooracy. o defsat the slass s:,mgg e in & major #hys T“&*ig veai“* y
iefi the vepreszive siats smechine z& the First iiné of defence o the
Irish cari%a,;_iamg In Britain the first line of &ei‘e.xcs for the m}.iﬁg
class was ihe houvgecis trade unlen leadeys and they were “doing their”
best to fulfil their mols. As Decerbsr § spproashed thess oraven

opportunists and mislesders ettacked Larkin apainm and &yain,

In the wanifest to, Laricin rs;uieé to these atiselkaj
®Your lezders have come far ﬁ?«@ﬂ of the gospel of brotherhood..
Thay sear to think, spsak and act a5 though trade unionism was
seant to be umed as & salve for i:}s@ sore of poverty ... They ceem
to think that round-tapls conferences, nioe language, b«sawlf‘ul
phrases that fall iriwpingly from the tongsze, conciliation toapds
and sgreements are the be=all and endaaldl of 13fe ..., YWe say trade
unionise is 2 rool rewedy and by 4 nﬁastria'? action we c&n actomplish

greet thinge.  ¥We &ve not willing to say that trads unionishk shali ‘bg

ased sither by industrisl commissioners,’ coneill lation .Jaarﬁs ox by
cebinets to ch..,o*a?a*m the workers, to pﬁwmg them to remain as.

dumb dogs.®
t a mesting in Sheffisld, Lim*:{ia took up the challengs once az;am'

*A great many of the trads wnion leadezs seemed to’ think: ﬁhf}
Exms%@i s apologise for: aa,aitahmg to try and ?tm strdkes and
amtﬁﬁ :’i%f‘ficmtias over, t6 pub a heal ing salve on the wi nuts and

dagﬁs .and to heal 1% for 3 whils. . Put you emmt haal this
direa&s with'a saive. It 18 & root vemedy that you must apply.
The poison is the amplovers® powsr over ia*aoa; The powsr to

F§ Lind

exploit your $lesh and bone and bhrain,”

In the sase.spesch he ckilad Thomas a- "ﬂm.):.w%ym traitor to his class’
and referved to both Thomas and Wilson as being “too big for their

His 'Tlery cross® spesch had been sttacked in the OfEic1al oxgan of the
lebouy Party, the *La,z.;y Citizen®., I% described uaﬁ{m at ”*ze:f:‘;-:-h«.é a5
& "howling 4 erﬂsh" and sald that his s w*emmis ebout the tws’ union
leaders ware "wild, i‘.,ogluai. and unbrua®, tn November 21, the
editor adopled & disgieting atiitade s&gke&ﬁing ‘that he undérstood
Iarkin's “ratural mr.@uieme beoauss of the “proiongation of the
srdeal now being sndured by the werkers of Mublin ...™ but that “ibe
raproaches which he direcis sgainst responsibie trads wion lssded sve
not deservsd.” Nol a word shout the fact thai the "prolongstion™ of
the disputs was priscipslly due to the failure to dsveiop sympathetic
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sction that trzase very trade union Isaders had so effsctively sabotaged.

On the 20th, the sditor continued.
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“We 40 not suppose any argument will have much welght with

Mr. larkin in his present mood., ¥or opr wart we have no end

to gerve excent that ef helping towaris victory Tor the locked

out men and women of Dublin.”
The method of'help* was a suve guarantes of failure, A'wesk latér
Iawkin sormgotly pillovien 4he *Dx11y Citiven* &s “that allagétf Lahbur
paper”. In lendon he contempiudubly referred to both Philip Snpwden
and Wilsen sayings *I am hot golng to &1low thess serpenis to raise .
thelr foul heads and spit out thsis poisor any longer”. and he slashed
al "those union leaders' (who) had neither ¥a soul fo be savad or a
body to be kicked.” larkin'‘e forceful personality and briliiant
inveciive often turmed a hostile audlsnce into: chesring supportets’
as he laapooned ine irgitorous practice of the wisleadsrs,

Lurkin is often critieised or approached wizh bewildernent by patite
bourgecis weiters it find his behaviewboth incomprehennible and
sectarian. How could he *bite the hand that fed hin?® 1In fact he
took the only course open io hin,and was axiremely efPeciiver Bath
Gonnolly and Larkin were well.aware of the true nature of the Labour
Farty and the trede unich lesdérship. If Larkin and Connolly had
pandered {o and sucked up o these *leaders® wonld the resulis have
besn any different? Hont 1iksly it would have been woprse us it was
only msssive pressure exevisd by the rank and £ile that got the
leaders to take any action at all and prevented 3 rapid and complete
sellsutl Their only hope lay in rallying the »ank and fils sgeinst
the union oppertunists, :

SYMPATHETIC ACTION o THE SHCOND WAVE

Strikes supporting Dublin bxoke cut twe wssks befors the Conference.
Larkin®s efforts hed not been waated and kis agitation took root. in
the vank ang file. Two locometive men in South ¥ales, named Jones and
Reynolds, had refused to handle tainted goods. They were macksd
immediately and, & striks Flashed asyess South Wales. The driversz weye
Joined by goods pertems, In Iiverpasl carters and waltormen wend on . .
strike. The intonge feeling was shawn by steslyorkers at Briten Ferry
Dock. . The steelworkeis, then on thair wey hope from work, found an
engine of the Graat Hestam Rallumy 543121 working, They forved. the
fhrewan and the driver o g8t off the sangine ard stop work. AT )
JoH. Thomsz rushoed to halt the strike on the very eve of fhe Spesial
Conferenbs. The wallway wnfon officials gia act get Jones and Reynsid

reinstated, The men ware told to refuwm 4o work or get no strike pay,
Bo their actlen wasz settled on terms that can ety be described as opeyn

batrayel.
The deep upeurge in elase feelings ocsn be traced sven vhen 11 did not
burst forth inte direst setion. In tum, the struggle by the inden
offleigie aguinsd any overt actlon and ihelr desperate manceuverings
reveals their desp corruption. : ) '
On the london Deocks, Hxrry Orbell, 2 union offieiad, describes the
Teelings of the men and efforts nade to contain them:
*In all wy experience I have pever known = tinme when there has
been manifested a desire to help any wnisn in disputs as there
is smong dockers both in London and the vrovireisl ports ;
towards their Dublin comrades,”
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“Ye have had.do resprange the whole of our pald officials in ..
London piaeing thes in ceviain centzes yith the express.purpose.
of praventing sny disorgenissd work: ..o It.has besn with.the . -
groatest trouble - and Seme of .ut have -recgived yather sireng
words - that we have me far Pesn shle 1o hold the men in check
«o.. Should 4% dome fo's Soppage 1 @Mink it wilk bs of sysh ' ¢
sagnitule as !:as,‘g};%ve:g;’ bpeii-squalled in 'W_'ths)_'ﬁkm;"
Azein in Liverpaol Ymrson lesders experienced great difficulties
keeping the men stwork,® . - . N Lot
Such strength of support,” paticularly adong snglish worksrs, 4s
a1l the move remhikablh coveldesdiy the years of anti-lrish xeejst -
propagande that had ‘besh dished out by the burgesisle, “The
following quotetion howe thHe virulehds of this caapaigm of FIIEN.
Tt is by CharYes Kifgtley, s Ceabeidas University hittorlan of "the -
nineteanth century dnd sutfor of *'Me Mater Bables' dspcriding &
visit 2o Irelandy - a7 v il o A O
"5yt I e hauntad by the husan chinpanzess 1 sxx along that
hundred miles of horrible comtyy. I dop't delieve they are
at fault. I belisve there sre not only wany wore of thes
than n1d, but they are huppler, botter, morv conforlably fed
and lodged weder our rule than they sver were. ~uut to 8as

_white chinpanzees is dreadful; if they were hlack, one wonld not feéel

1t so much, Tyt thelw skins, sxcapted shers taiined by exposire
are az ‘hitd ss oure.” - L mas d mersa o el
This grotesque yacisa used te justify the rational cppression of the
Trish people had been ihiowm At the Britieh workiing class for -
santuries, - Howaver, we suat iaks sare to dppredblste that It sas
this same chawvinisy and vaciss sithin the working class that .

iiowed the 1abons selstocrscy o defest the silitant xank aad file.

They were aided by.ihe maanive opslsusht of the 'King amd Commtry’
propagands being develonsd An pravarstion Tor the coalng slaughter
in BurSMe. . o o ot Pan o B Y
However, thepe mirugklos did strengthen the nmofficial wdvements snd
made good progress in unifing the best of the Trlitish Jeft, that
section lsast sifected Ly wodlal-desccracy i sockxlwchauvinisw, -
‘around the'£izht T Dublin, ‘fhe sirompedi resistance voccurred .
around the.clzasfnation naxuas, The Irish national minority workers
were in the vanguand and deep welln of support existed ameng the -
operesesd pations of ¥alss and Seotisnde, Intemalional support was
developing ab tha fight was an knows. throughout the sworid, o
Leniy copmented: - e ) = ;
“The Xrish prolatarial that is Ssuieaing o elass Censiousness
has fousd & talapted lesdew in the parson of Conrsde laxkin, . .
the Secretary of the Ipish Trensport Warkegs® Union. Posgesaing
regarkshls pratorical talent, & man of seething Lrish energy,
Isrkin tas performsd mirdclss waong the umekilled,® 7

Howaver it sms clsar thet the weaults of the Specixl Conference

were nlvsady décldad. The stsoning of ‘the sympethetie striks -
securred even as fuids were bepirmihg td arrive Tyom Australis, - '
and Pranch werkers were prepared to refuse to handle all goods from
Dublin. The British TUC wag now eitting on & ‘poténtial volcano of

class warfare - somefhing théy foared even-gore than the ecmsequences .

6T an opeil sellout of the BTN workersy < ° -
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The YOO met in’ Paxrington Hall-$n Yondok with #600. attending
repratenting 350 whifons. - Bupposddly eallvd it oxdey 26 do - -
senathing sbout Diblin, it “vapidly bechne & aﬁack ‘on the !ethﬁh&p

of the thblin wrke:m‘: p&rticuhﬂy I&kﬁi .

Archbish &{alsh b amngsa a pesce afmfm ta. mzbun o
Decenber &, gtiended by the Dublin bosges and the British and Iviek
trade uaianists. The lmions haﬁ. agresd fo Eive up the sympathetic
strike but only Al et Tof ctmplete relrEtitemsn? of 81T thoss
locked oul. A3 hefure, altor several fays of negotlation, the
conference gollapesd; over the quantion of. reinsiatement,, '
A. Hepderson, zaye the qonfgmnoe & leﬁgthy pm qn -the. nagati&tiom
with veiled insplte diracted xt lavking Gosline,. the Chairsan,
avoided sny z-sestixa xemarhs snd gave an accouwnt dasming Hayphy,
Connolly aygusd €oF the f"’i sh. c;alsgaﬁien a6 he hed condugtad the
nagatiatimas in Dublsn s uwkin had hesn -on, 'teveir-s e iook the nain
poinis of Banderean's ropart to be corvect anc added “Hthat thers had.
~ been tos much recrieinstiox en both sides.” He exposed the Dudlin
smployers &s B&ing- rerspamibla £o¥ ths' bmkﬁwrs oi* negofeiations m
he road ouf’ the ha&ssﬁ" ‘Proposdl; ' ..

P The buplgyats; amﬁlst 'bhay ca:mot agm& tcs disﬁisa mn wm
o Who. have, heen Formd snlishle, s{i‘&l wgres thet as’ fay as their
business parnlits, they.wiil ‘wge &2 many of thair fermer
enployges as Jthey can mske yoom ,\o::, and in *he .ppsmtion af
their business will make & bona Fide effopt Yo £ind employnsnd
for as naty as passib‘le &8 soon as they can. :

The imsue of. reinatameatﬁ cane gith na wmm So t}m ‘boasas osuld
refuse to rehirs the teet and nost aiiita,n’s of the z:;siozz. v i
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nnolly sanlysed the sltwebiong - = 21 F
""ar attitida 13 fs!’at the m:xnﬁiti&ss Bpokaa t}f %Mu are’ %hu
sondifivhy Whiek éxist where thive 18 no trude uriden ab 0%,
that'de what tie eeploysrs do. They tike on-as meny as they 1ike
to suit their own business and we are told that the Joint efforts
of the trads unionists of Gweat Britain and Treland ean only
succesd in gatting terme-that could be got by svixy m&ivm:zal ir
there WAS ho trs“a mimz in the ﬁam at a1l

There was 3 ebear faz' the a’bove ,point but hcstility bmke tﬁammﬁz

"Remmbex’, said Comuolly. " MMis confevence was oalled to m‘.ip
Dublis, shere the workers have Peen losm mt for aonths. e
They ave hungry aad desperate.” SR

“You chould have thought of thet hsfem“‘ cane th& ho@:til& ml,?

“If you Lthink ve wiﬁa&t&w one: Word uf ous ci:‘iticina of: your |
inaction you-mre wrong. - We wil1 viles 3% 2t %be p!'opor t:‘,,ga m
we want to cmcmﬁmta on hslpirsg Dublin now. s

fonnolly hed mafle a»ser;im effart to, keep . €he Contarence Asoussing
tha topidé it had Yesn called Ffor » helping ﬁab‘l&n, but the opportunists
had theiy. target fm tbeir sights. _

When ths atmk ::a.m, i% m fm;, 3 o ; sama. Bm 'l‘ﬁlat, Who
had close cornections with mﬁ'mm Kérald' gyoup and ‘who ‘was .
considered to be one of ths most mﬂitant Df the 1’-1‘&&!' ll!iiﬂﬁi E@Qﬁeﬂ-
noved the following vesolutions =~ -
"That this Confepence depiorves and eom!m' theé mﬂu afmh
- made by men fnside the trade unfon movement upon Britiah trade
union officiale, who have besp g0 unfusily” asssilled, and its
belief in their ability to nskotiste an honowrebdls seiilemept
1f asayred of the effegtive quym’t of 11 who are contermed in
the Dublin dispute.” LR
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This o;med the. fluodga.t t‘i’%sss ‘(i to¥ afier tyiitor dot'tip to -
stiagic larkis, - Fer meny s,ssnnhm& thers their actiona wére a £or8~
shadawing: ef . their vole 12 the 1R6. Ganaral Stri'us when the miners

wers 80l out. %ay ‘the TUL.

J.H. 'Thomas, 6F. the re:lvaysen, aslce& tha deleg&.toe-- "Heze the:,r to
stand by and ailow thmselves to be 1ihellsd and slapdersd?™ And.

whes answered ‘by a worus.of -TNe's, he salds, "He was not gqing to

for $0 Larkirsi® i acoused Iﬁﬁﬁ}‘s af creating dissahsﬁ.on asong the
yenk and fila of peitish reilwaymen, Hilsow, hesd .of the Seaamn, 5
mounted the vositan and said he d1d not think it necessary to answer
Larkin's chargsf and that he had-entered the trade unlon movemsnt 30
years earlieyand “wss not kicked into it¥,  He attacked lavkin saying
That “he hei séde great blundews from the very inveption of ihe Sirike
$n Dublin. The stats of affairs in Dublin wsulu not have existed for
25 hours k& he shown o little common sense,” . Wilson avoided discussion
Of the snuPping of ‘scabs to Dublin and how long-he thought the lockout ..
might hsvé lasted had sympa thetle action been allowed tmﬁavelo'g.
Insteac he suggested that Larkinism was & a;amfesi;ato? of "P’arvhvism
in tre trade union’ rovenent,, . ' '

larien was oubraged by these unprl m::mle and Iying at,tack% a.nd given
20 aimrtes to respond, gave. a,rilhan‘. ;ces;}mse which nearly caused
riots in the hall.- He opened :

e, Chalrman and hugan 'i‘e}.r‘gS."

“You said we were humsn beings®, came tbe wounded roply. . -

“Yes", sald Larkin, "But you are not giving much.evidence’ cf it now."

larkin with his back to’ tha wa1d ms L.ar}\m &t his besd and he thwidered.
defiance at the assembly. He sa id he “did not dars vhether they wcsuld
let hin go on or not” and “IT they were not golng te give him an- .
epporiunity of repiying'io the foul, lying siatements whish had been . 5
mads, it wonld only be what he ex@a.,t&i from 8 good nany ¢F them.”
Buch statssent was net with ories of page and the ”haiman had great
difficulty in malniaining and restoring order. Iarkin rosred that “not
& man in this hall has been slscted.” He dencunced the trallors by name -
Wilsorn, Thomas, Sexion, and Henderson and told the delegates that "they .
ware afraid to hear the iruth.® “i:reept the guilt if vou ave gullity,
and don'd make lying statements about mei®™ L.oﬁbia“ifly told to- £rmt up
by namtleres, te cantred on the resl guésdions
“Heither vou nor thase geéntlssen on the M.e.t* orm can settle this
BLb.Li"} dispute. I shalilengs vou io iz?*y* it. I know, however, that
the rank and file of the British trade unlonlists will support the
Trb1An wmer ‘in -thelr batils, and iT we do not gebt thay supperb we
%111 do whet we have done bafore = Tight it out. This is a gane of
wary it is-not 2 game of ‘heggar-ny-nsighbonr. I know the men we have
o deal with. A1l they want to do ig to delay negatiatians in oxder
that we may weed the men out., The ban against the tnion has not bean
withdyswn, The empioyers of Dublin ure nelther truthful or honest,
and the cnly Way ta deal with them 4% to deal with them xith & strong
hand, V& have s.lwa'sm bsay shie o 45 thet, Take away your scabs,
out of I}u&lm; taks away the meén who organised scabs, who &re acting
worss than the imvoried scabs. The msn of 1}.1!:1111 will’ never handle
tainted goods as long as I am &n officisl.”™
He ended 2s he had begun - fighting: = .
“rarkin will go down fighting. They are no* geirsg to be beaten b:(
the Yorse of capitaiiste in thet countyy or the men who wars not
‘out to fight capiialisx in ihis couniry.”
After & lmnch-break, Tillet®s resolubion wzs passed almost wmanimously.

)
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What followsd was. & disgusting dlsplay notewdble in iis vevelstion of
the truenature of the labpur Party, the mejority of the delegites and-
what class they served. - An MP, John Ward, provomed & resolytien: » °-
thanking ths Brisish leaders for thelx support diring the lbtkout and
pladging thely vontinued hely until the Dublin disputs was stbesssfully.
concluded - The FUYY extent of the deplicity of the TUl was shows jn - -
the debates ‘that took plase over the wedolution on what was to be done
shaut Dublin.: A.J.W. Kelly 'proposed that another attempt should be sade
by the Jofrit Board of British and Irish delegates to settle by . .
negotiation, Only one interpretatist could ba.pub on such a proposal
coming ag 1t:8%d 50 soon after the fullurs’of the last mesiing, The
unions would be ¥1Yling to cllmb dorm and settle for terms, the bosses?®
terme; dyoppivg thels fasistence on x11 workers being vehived. . It waz
pointed ont by andther WP, Goorzs Roboerim, that they would not be
prepared to carry out support for syer. The threat was clear elther
the Itish tfade imions would knuekie undsr, giving the British TUC
virtueal conitol éver an Irish énlon ~ or the TUC would join the Dublin
bosses in starvinig the #ortkers ints submissioen. T
An ssendment wes put by Jack Jones, leader of the Gasworkers, who was A
eupporter of Larkin, %o the sffechtithat =11 unions in the tramspoxnt
trade whbuld, oh a specifisd date, refuse o handle Tublin traffic and
he oslled for & monthly levy 4o be veted by the British unions i
suppert the Dublin workers, The lines were now clesrly dwsunt, the’
class struggle inside the untons formulated in two opposing stances -
ans- for the workers and the other pro~bosa. Ome struggiing to dsvelop
the clase miruggie and thé other attempiing to extend Britalin’s ‘,
Agperialist control over Yreland by gaining sontrel of the Tramspori
workers even as they sqld thes oub. Those who yose te spéak in support
of Dublin were constantly hecklsd and jeered. ' ‘
The amendment was put to & fard vete and the clazs stand of the izbour
Party and the TUQ was shown to the World, 203,000 for the amendmenty
2,280,000 againsd.™ The original proposal was put and passed. easily.
Larkin was speechless with rage tnd disgust. | Connolly Taced iiem with
gyeat dignitys - ' e b tme prmgs ' Lo
*Y and my colleaguss Trom Dublin are hevs under 3 deep sense of
huniliation. 1% would have baem betber for the cvonfersnce to
have Pirst endeavoured to try and setile the Dublin dispute and
afteyverds wash thelr dirty Iinen.  The rsverse has however been
the case.” ' '
Gonnelly warned s :
 %ys in Dublin will not necessarily mcctept 81l the resclutions passed
a1 this confexemes ™ | : o
The Special Confarence was delayed as long a5 psesible and never had
any ysal chance of developing supportd for Dublin. Thers om be no
serious aygument against the ocbvisus - the goal of the Dublin bosses
and that of the Beltish TUC ware one and the same - Lo smash Larkin,
Iarkinfen and all forus of revolutionsry trade unionism. The *
conferénce was called to finmllss the bstrayal of the Dublin workers,
to end the shwupgle befors it further incressed the nilltancy of the
venk and £3la in Britain end before mers damage was done to the - -
bourgeois ‘respeciability’ of the Drlitish labour movement. The
Cenferencs gealed the Tate of the Iniblin workers. .
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jarikin and Commplly maintained hope that rank and file action cenld . . ..
#4411 be won. The dzy atiey the conferents,: 187%in cavried the struggle . .
brok to Scotland. In Glaagow where 4,000 turned out to hear him, he )
exaln seked for sympatheilc actlon « that workers “should use our

econsaie vower for our oun salvation,® Once again it was the Irish
national minority in Glasgow that had led the movemsni thexe. Ay
Harey HeShane has pointed out, politics. in Glasgow before the Fiist -

World War, were Irizh poiitics. He yevails the Dublin lockoul as the
“hwighpoint of struggts befors 10341618 Wax,” The whols movemenit came
togathsy in thess years and sesmed to undergo tfansformstion.’ By the
outbimak of the war, the majority of the oid ‘gritich Socialist Party

weve industrial wovkezs sad ths old shopkesper element Geemsd to disappear,”
He slso notes that during the lockeut was the-only time when sirset _
colleotions were made for strikezs in Glasgow. Thens provarations were.
ihe bagis for the Red Clyde as was the lockoul for the 19146 Uprising. -
In each case the 1ink betwesn ths hationsl andclass 'guesiion was vital

in the devplopment. AR e LU IR T —

The next day larkin went to Edinburgh, glso with a large Ivish =
population, vhers he spoke to an sstimnted 7,000, Al the snd of the
mesting “the platform wes stormed by syapathisers, sager to shake

7o Dubiin the sirugals went through Décember with outbresks of violence.
Sosks shot workers without fesr of arrestand the ICA continusd to dr413,
Many of the ICA were loat teo the Irish Volunteers decsuss they could ..
provife guns. Theiinclent Oxder of Hidernians continued thelr
reactionary activities, smashing up the printing equipment of the
*¥yish Worker®, the polics refusing to arrest them, and alsd attacking

2 meeting of the Irish Volunteers in Cork city, . sl
The week after, the Congrems negotiatlens were abteapted and droke - .- -
down on December 2G, the issus of reinsiatement sgaln the sticking point.
This wag the last attempt at-a nsgotiated. settloment, The British wnion
lesders cprdsred thelr men to work scab, shipe and dafeated further attempt
at eympathetic sction, . The foodships csased to arrive,. ’

Men besgan to drift back o work as the finsnolial aid from Britaln began
to dwindle. ' The violence céntinusd and & young EirY wee shot end Killed
¥y & scab. He was aequitied on a judge®s ondsr. The union leaders had .
& closed mesting on Januayy 18, 1Gi4. telling the men to return to work
1f they Wwere riot ssk&d 6 sign the ‘doomdent's After this lavge
n‘uﬂbsm ﬁmeé\' '.;'.,. oth . .,5 ’ ~a~-,.-_ . - ) ‘
Yomen and girls returning to work were subjacied to cryuel freatment in
many cases., Some were paraisd befors scabs, mandgers and foremen while
insyits were hurled at them, comments zbout their poor clothes, the state
‘of their health and their physleal appsarancs. Spve, in an atismpt o
humilizte and degrade them, were made to undergs medical pxaminations
sven when there .was no intention of giving them Jobs, - e
on Januavy 30, Laridn stated whst had bocazd obvious ¢
*gp ave boaten, we will make no bones about ity bub
we ave not too baily beeten siilicto fight e, Will our
mon sign this document? Net™ - - - T
The Sullding L&mmis-ﬁrééq however, numhering aboub 3,000 aeghors
o3 o veturn to work snd were forcsd to ascspt the bospes' terws:
ro mesbership of the Transport Union and no sympathetic gtrikes. The
ubiin Reiief FMmd was closed on Februaxy 11, 1614, as o all intents
end purposes this pertloular etage of the class struggle was over.

~
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Gcﬁgiiéy-aas deeply bitter:
: 80 Wa Irish worksye muat xgain go down into Rel}
bow our heads to the laeh of the slave driver, 1st owr
hearts be searsd by the iron of his natved, and Instead :
of the sacxatentsl wafer of Mvitherhood and semmon saswdfice
sat the dust of defeat uudl betraynic Dublia 3s ieclnted.” !

conclusion -
Connoliy wae indeef bliterly disappointed ai the sellout he .
received Trom the British ‘Labour! Movemzni, He learni, what .
‘is common knovledge ameng %he present. day Irish revolutionarigs,
that the vast pejority of the British 'left? san do'and will -do
nothing for Ireland, .

The lesson has modern parallels in the strengsls for national
liberstion din Afrlcu. The .pevelutionary fovees of Zimbabve
looking &t the price to ke paid foy ouvtside ‘aid?, effectively -
swapping one form of: foreipn deninatlen and exgloftation Tox
ansther with 2 *l&lt® face, vesponded unsguivecally ¥ WE ARW
OUR OWH LIBERATORS | *. 8o too, the styugele for Irish national
Iiberation cef oniy be built by the Irish themsslven,

he action taken by the working nebh and woumen of Dublin wae not
& falluge, Various Trotskyist writers, wearing their usual :
*Plack #nd white! mpectacles that its all ciass struexle, opd only
class struggie = its only viciopy or 8efesl ~ have mads offorts
to prepent it am such, PN AL iy

Murphy au6 the other hosses failad 2w gain the. desiruction of the
union = the ¢ngi they had sa Sespexntsly sougnt. Large sections
of the workers refuscd t0 sign the *ynsllow Socument® and 2iill

got their joba hack. The snd result wan o ciglenste, hul oue ZThat
shod glomy on the Dunlin working clagw. _

the formation of the Irish Cltixeny Avmy wes to D& of deepest
inportance for the fuiturs developmant of Irish historys:In just
three short years it was to provide ene of the main coppononts

in the plimatic and history changing »venis of the 1516 Uprisings .

K

The ers of imperisliesm has intyofuced & univergal vorld mwcket
gubjecting a1l ecenomin forces belowe it, In 4urn this hus '
czeated a universal or world history in its fullest senae, one
that has itz own speeific lessove, These leecsoma caw be uaed to
illusinate a speciflc higterical moment auch &< Dudblin, bui we
cannot apply the lessond of Dublic ewiversallye. This would he
a collapse into ifeslism, However, fome of the 'thenmes® that -
e¢apn be revealed 4 an historicsl stedy caw be sagn to continue
today albéit in o shanged and ofien dlstorted mannew, _

In the sra of imperialiﬁm‘%here are no pure class ateuggles, not:
that thgre aver hasz béen. But most of the left in Britdain says
#imperizlicm® but views the world through the giswses of & pre-.
imperialist econonic analysis, - -

iz pawt, and the leagt sericus party, of the ideclogical.

This
blinkers worn by the left in the imperialist hesartlands, The
"failure to gragp the -esseniial changes that the adveat of -~

imperialism has had on the world, and particularly class
politids,; means that, both externally and internally,they

view the revolutionaxy foraes of the world with incomprehension,

-
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Inporialism can ba defined ag, but not limited to, national

oppressicn, It is this nationalist ﬁﬁmpOﬁeﬁt of ths present

prinoipal revoluiicnary antisimperialist and antL—hegemeﬂist
strugsles thst is ignored or éven athacked Wy the sa-=czlled

left in the 1mperialist heartliands

In the erg of {zperl alism national stwdgg;e iz 4n the last -
anelysis class svvuﬁéle. The suscess or failure of that struggle
is determined by the internsl class relationships of the
oppresged nationy but this does not change the fundamental
nature of the sirugnis.

The *laftt in the imne*ia’i t wations either dces not ‘recognize'
these qtruggieﬂ ‘for-what tnay are, or simply uses, or attempis:
to use them for their own purposes. In ;1tnet cage, this is the
gxprezsion or a2 West-lentered or more properly, a Bursecentrie
distoriion of revolutionary macxism. Such a distortion must be
thesretically, ideologleally and. P;nally politically smashed
before serious advance oan be made towards re-~developing the
revoluticnary movensnts in ihe imrerialls%@c.and hegomonistic.
heartiands, Regardlens the peoples of the world will continue
to asszert the1$ struarzes in praciice with or without the

racist and chauviniszt *help” of ihe Furccenirie *'left?,

to tha blinkeraed view of the pro-imperialist *left'. National
3 wreﬁa vn cannct be reduced to olass struggle between workers
and the bourgesisie. The existencs of national oppression
regires 3 national response; impliey in that response is the
‘ :ibilidy, even the probability, of an alleclass zlliance
sgeinst national oppression. Which eclass of the national

ty becples leads that struggle will be determined by the
internal dislectic operant inside the specific naticnality.

The role of ithe nati onal wlpovlty peoples haes becone 'subiected

It is of course neccssary to point oub that the sucess of that
strugele s also dspendant on which claes leadr it butl this iz
niot open, or shtiould be open to +ne manipulations of crganisations
that are osf the nztionsl maejoriiv. That would be a clsar act of
sovial«chanvinign and racisme.
ir the case of the Dublin struggle, it was the Irish national -
mincrit; people who begoame -both the leadership anfi the przuc*val
hase of the remistance that was builit In Britain, It waes
principally their sctivities that brought sections of the
warking class in Britain infc sirugale on beha 21lf of the Bublin
workers,., This (irecily invelved them in an anti~imperialist
atrxggie against the Irish comprador bourgeoisie and the British
imperialist bouxgscisie.

Additlonally, it must be noted  that the other areas of deepest

support, where proleétarian internationalism vas a llving force

anong the working clifss and not jusi pclitical ox nibations,
c lan

gt
was in ithe coppressesd nations of Scotland and Walee.

.,
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National minority organisations, such as

of exireme. im portance to' the s e a8 &

ﬁaticnal and class strageles of the Dublin wo
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by the Irish'national minority wokrkers in Britain they'LccamE-
en exuramc1v potent fores; They £pok up ths call in tae écbké;
the “azlways and factories,; and not only tniied as éodmunities
in the face of the bruilal oppression going on in homedand,
but a;se puilec forward im;oruan* seetious of the. Eing.
class in Britain.: .
The Labour Parity and the Trade Union longress {(w0C) wére ‘tevenled
for what thay are, both are the produsits of imperialiss and its
active sgenis ; the bourgeoisie's asllies inside the working clazs
and imperialiem's first 1ine.af.ée;e§cé inside the werking elass,
Externally.s they are the enemies of the peoples »f iheé world i
At the came time, the working eclass in Britain is noi {the same
noew as iz 19134 The postewar advent of the wolfare stzie has
greatly eased the internal contradie’ z facing the bourgecisie,
It is the national mirnoriiy peobdles ¥ presently comdheting
the nost regsolute and principled o igide Britain, in thai
their sirugile is essential an ant ist strugelie, albeit
of necessity a @efensive one. In t are igolated from :
the majority working class by the of racism and. chauy
that has bitten deeply into the class, mich soeial-democrs
feeds on.
Years of. trade union and etono eadersnip from a ¥ritish YLertiy
which is alse steepe 5 in'a ¥le vaion of racism and sdoisd '
ghauvinism, means that thers s8s PBase for anti-inperialism
inside the working ciass at %he cnt time, T musi be cleaviy
understood that most forms of mist slass strugelen are
well within the imperialist g 4 rathér than bein : 2
challenge to it (dsspite the of the 57 varisty of . Trotskyiste)
are in fact an aeccepted part
Pinally, the deep importance of the Irish vevolution to the
development of the struggle in Pritain, The struggle arainst
cppcmtuw;sm must be first divecied agains & ocigl - N
hauvinism that reois the vast majoriiy of 5
Treland aund tHe Irish struzrgle is a watar
‘choose~ either suppert British imperialis
mulii=-fold zuises, or suppori unconditionall
national liberastion now being conducted by fnvenente
There is no midadle peith. A clear militant st 4
in suppo“+ of the Irish people’s right %o ze
their »ight to fight as they ses fii and thed
their own lsadership, ;
Ho other position is possidble for anyonme wishing to call themmelves
revolutionary.,
® In the strests the children sang
Itt's a wrong thing to crush the workers -
It's & wrong thing to do. “

- Bublin Strike song.

®
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D O CUMTETNT®TS

Throughout Vietnam's ten year occupatipn"df Kamphéﬁea, the
Democratic Kampuchea Party, through its President, Khieu Samphan,
has put forward a number of broposals for a political settlement,

In their seawch for national reconcilation -significant concessinns
have been made as in the-March.1986. "Eight -"Point Peace Plan®
issued by the three party coalition government. -

Inspite of the goodwill showm byatheLDémocfdtichampuchea Party,..

it is clear that we are now witnessing the mandeurving of
panties involved in the‘Kam@uchean cqn£;§¢t:agaigsﬁ~the.D,K,P’ )

As 'Class Struggle' reported in Sebtémhér'?988, there is a
concerted attempt "to prevent the resurgence. of the strongest
resistance force in a post-settlement Kampuchea,m

The document reproduced here was issued in August 1988 after the
inconclusive informal meetings held in Irdonesia between the
forces of the Coalition Govermment and Vietnam and its client,
Hun Sen, SR ) T

It focuses on the real nature of the confliet in Eampuches, and
puts forward measures to guarantee a settlement agreement, It
is & comprehensive testimony of the D.K.P.'g future intentions,

© % * % I

PROPOSAL OF DEMOCRATIC XAMPUCHEA FOR A COMPREHENSIVE
POLITICAL SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEM OF KAMPUCHEA

# FPoreward #*
Democratic Kampuchea has .. - ‘constantly demonstrated its goodwill
to promote a political settlement of the problem of Kampuchea, As
one. partner of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea -
(CGDK), Democratic Kampuchea has wholeheartedly Supported the.
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) resolutions on Kampuchea

over the past 9 years.
Moreover, Democratic Kampuches has actively cooperated with all the

forces of the CGDK in working out and putting forward swccessive
proposals for a political settlement of the Kampuchean Problem,

such, as 3 :

- The CGDK's 8-point peace planm of 17 March 1986, which is a
generous, comprehensive and reasonable proposal for Kampuchea as
well as for the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRVN) and for
peace,security and stability of South=East Asia and the world at
large, The everwhelming majority of the international community
has welcemed and expressed its strong support to that Proposal,
but the SRVN has flatly rejected it.

The CGDK's proposal dated 25 June 1988. It represents a new
significant concession from Democratic Kampuchea which'accepts
the simultaneous dismantling of the state of Demccratic Kampuchea
and the so-called "People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK)", a
smoke~screen used by the SRVN in Phnom Penh in its attempt %o
cover its aggression in Kampuchea, The SRVN has again rejected

that proposal. '
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Pr@mOfed"by'£t87cons%antngoawiii to artive at’an eas
T : e L rrive at’an earliecdt maTias
Settlﬂmemt;°f%thefKam@uchean:problem:SO-that;théfpZ§§§ie§§ ﬁgiiﬁigg;

he' fiches

andi those of Vietmam San’enjoy again: peace and sécurity, the thoeat

to.the -regions-of- ‘South-Bast Asia and Asis« -
‘ : : ‘ 8 Asia<Pacific is 7 LS
Kampuchea can became an independent and neutral cou;:r;gmgyed’ and
Tampuchea would like: to present a new;proposal for a coéprzgzggii;c
Aowt T RS i é . e

;pblitgégitse;ﬁQeﬁentréf the problem,of .Kampuchea,

. i - i )
We believé thaty “in order to allow out friends the- o hts s«
Botter the gr0avilliof Demoozatic Kampuches, it woils be mecsstars i
recall a riumber ‘'6f 'basic elements en the real nituré o?efgecessgry to-
Fampuchedn problemi- in - 5 SE'n
A NUMBER.OF BASIC ELEMENTS ON THE REAL NATURE OF THE

PROBLEM OF EAMPUCHEA . .
Democratic Kampuehed‘is.of'the view that in the
coniprenensive political settlement, ‘one hould keep: otustis
mind “the real nature of the prsbléﬁ.aﬁa'shnulafﬁé~gﬁié$§ §§ti¥n%“s
‘ PRty " & number:

iaf fundamental principles of intéihational'law'aﬂd”ﬁhe“éhaftér of Ehe"
2 - > . v 2 " 'e'

Uhited Nations, TAdéed, 10,80 -otherwise would nct: lead to g - -

comprehénsive pokitical ‘settlement.
Er b A, i1 FIpd - T Xt = A= - S .
nature of the Kampuchean problem.has. been the SRVN's

1. “The xreal.)
“aggression and cecupation in Kampuchea which go ¢ unahated

since late December 1987. The United Nations has i
seriously dealt with this PfOblemaSinCe'ité'ﬂS?S'QzEEQZ;y'an@' ,
Tt hos ever since maintdined the Seat of Democratic Kampuchis aeg por)’
agopted, over the past nine consecutive years, resoxuti§“°1e% ag@ has
for the withdzawal of all foréign forces (precisely the gﬁ_cfgllng
aggression firees) frem Kampuchehi" In 1979, the UNGA resclvg'i o
Kampuchea recieved 91 fawourable wvotes. This number hag olution on
each year and reached 117. in 1987, i g 2 {ncyeased
This is a elear-cut pronouncement of the overwhelmi L Y
inféﬁﬁational'gammunity,op,thé'réal”nafhfé df~fﬁé?§2§§ﬁzﬁzggtgfgglthe

The SRVN has no pretext whatsoever $0 invage and' ccoupy Kempuchea.

», Therefore, based en such & real pature of the problem,
compreheﬁSiVé‘?olitical,solﬁ%ion'bén cnly*beffOund.thi -
négotiations between the SRVN and: the CGDK, who is leadin rgggh direct

Kampuchean. people!s struggle; for,almost- ten years now o L1in,
S therSRVN'S~SriPaJIt*must‘begsol?éayin.S&ch a.igsrate

Kampuchea fro :
-warring parties ave 3

i ; the agdredsor,’ who is:the SRWN;- . . .
i1) the OGDK, who is leading the Kampuchean people's |
v yax of aggression. _ ple's struggle against
1f the two warring parties do:not negotiate-with each other. an:
ingtead leave others to solve .the Kampuchean preblem, aggrifagg N
SN eontinues to try to.evade its own responsibility, a solution
S mever be found. Other countries; which are not the woening
parties, ean only help. L  pot-ithe warring
DRSS + » Tpramework of 8 comprechensive. politie _
%, L In-the Tuamewoms o = o ensive political settlement. 14
" decessary ‘b0 distinguish the pressing key issue'cgliﬁent’ it is
from the jssmes that come after the withdrawal of all the i pr?blem
aggfessiOn.forOQS‘frdmrKampuqhea . . 211 the SRVN's
T ¢ THE PRESSING KEY. ISSUE -
sssing key issue of the Kampuciean preblem is - .
e national supervision, of -:11 the SRVN's a;z:ezggggr?wal’
V orces,

FIRS

The pUress
urder inter




If the SRVN continues to refuse %o negotiate
withdraw all its aggression forces frsﬁ Kampuzﬁzgsthz gg?ﬁtigg :o .
Kampuehean.problem can:not be- found, ang: :Xempuchea. can not dbeco ° he
independent &nd neutral country. Thewar in Kampychea will: go me- a?A
Peage and security will not be- restored both:in- Kempuohes aﬁé on.V o
and the threat to peace,securlty and stablllty of :South-fast A;?a ;:{;am:

not be removed. TIPN
Moreover, if the SRVN continued t4 ' $efuse to- deh

of its aggression forces' from hampuchea, and 1ns%e:§t¥r§g: ggfhdiaWal
issues 1o be tackled first, it will be. cimpossible.toiarrive tra 5é -other
settlement., If the, SRVN contlnues to do so thls Wlll 1be. tan: a

mputting the cart before the horse" What. the SRVN trles %o, dimount to
evade its own responsibility and to divert the issue, saq that ltlia;o ;

frrever occupy Kampuchea,
SECOND ¢ ISSUES COMING AFTTR" THE- COMPLET} WITHﬁﬁAWAL 0 .

AGGRESSION FORCES FROM KAMPUCHEA | T THE SRVN's
After .the. w1thdrawal of all the SRVN's aggress10n for * o -
all other issues .of .Kampuchea are 1nternal matters cfciief;:2 gzﬁpuchea
people. They must be.left to the Kampuchéan. people . to. ‘dscide i tgan
in accordance with the prlnc1p1e of . the, right of - eaoh PeOple tY emselves
determlnatlon free from any outgide 1nterference. Thls is oné GfS:lf--l ~
fundamental principles of international law and ‘the Charter Ofoth h? , @’
United Natlons, whlch 1s generally accepted ~in the world and mustebe . v

.

ohserved._
Howewver, taklng 1nto account the views of varlous Kampuchean paftles

‘and concermed. qountrles on the. .Kampuchean problem, Demccratio K:
is also -of the view that a number of 1ssues could be raised a ampuchee
four Kampuchean parties. and conoerned countrles within the’ frﬁzng the

of an international -conference on Kampuchea. Those issues’ are 1z¥2§ka11a

- National reconciliation among all Kanpucheans and aiion
parties or factions regardless of their past ang thelrgﬁiiitfgiitlcal

tendenciess . :
~ The setting up of a provzszonal quadrlpartlte govarnment
direct,free. and general electlons of .a Constltuent Assemhf; §§§j§1§ill

endow the country w1th a new Constltutlon,
- Among the 1ssues coming. after the Vletnamese wlthdrawal B

On the »ne hand, some people are worried about “the
Rouge to power alone ©0r to dominate’the othergn becazzzuigogf the:Khmer \
have clearly seén that the'force of Democratic Kampuohes. ha: %eople

playing a very important role in the current national liberat een- |

agalnst -the Vietnamese aggressors on, the battle field aver théﬁgazzrﬁggle

- [ ,‘7
.

—_

ten years.
But on the other hand, the whole people oF Kampuchea, at Homd and abroed
?

fear the Vietnamese aggre531on ‘and annexation of their cou
many generations, this fear -has never 9i&d down because;at :z;ge fort
very suirvival of Kampuchea &s a” ‘people and-a nation. ‘They have b 8. the .
worrying whether Kampuchea could become g second. KamPuohea Kron een ..

(Cochin~China) or a second Champa,
Besides, the majority of the ‘countries of South<Eagt

and the world at large have ‘been alse worried aboutJtﬁzl%ie%:la-Panlflc
expangionism,at present and in the future, because Vietnam b \amese.
regional expansionist poliey and is an ally, a2 military baseas its own “
the same time, an outpost of the Soviet Union with its globaland, at. 3
and its expansionist policy in South-East Asia zng. ASla_Paclflitxategy A

@
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Thexefore, the whole people of Kempuchea, at home and ‘abroad, and the
countries and.peoples. of South-East Asia, Asia-Pacific and.the world '
at large, see the need to have appropriate messures to prevent Vieinam
from implementing,iﬁs eXP?FSiQQiSt,Str%tegy 5o as to enable the -
Kampuchéa pedﬁle#td'liVe'iﬁfpeaéé'apd_seéurity_ withiﬂ“an‘ihdepéndenf,
neutral and non-aligned Kampuchea, and o secife peace,security oms.
stability in South-Edst dsia ana Asia=Pacific,’ to . 5T TR

In the.light of ithe.afore~cited situation, the world. can clearly see
that the so-called "Khmer Rouge problem" and-.the problem of Yietnamoge
expansion are two problems whose nature is far aspart, - etr

The concern of somepeople about the "Khmer Rouge problemd, whether
reasonable ox notg .is on a matter that falls within the houndaries. of

a_country, not a threat to peace,security and.stability of Sowth-East

Asia, whereas the threat of Vietnamese ’xpansionism;does?ﬂonstitute,a
very grave -danger .not only for.the'survival szthe.peopleyana nation
of Kampuchea but also :for South-East Asia as 'a whole; . & . )
Even in such a condition, Democratic Kampuchea which has been prompted
by its sincere spirit to uphold the interests of the great nationsl
union in the liberation and’defencg of the country higher than
anything ' elsé; agrees that all effective measures shdyld be vorkea
aut: ' . T 2 Ay
1. To ensure that Democratic Kampuchea -tannct “return’ fd‘pOWer'alone;
and any one Kampuchean party cannot dominate the others. This ig
for the sake of maintaining peacegysecurity and stability within the
Kampuchean mationél\spciety. . . o
2e To ensure at the same time that after the withdrawal, Vietnam will .
not be able to implement its "Indochina Federation" strategy ana |,
its regional expansionist policy inm accordance with its ‘claims %o be
an-outpost of the Socialist bloc and as it has donme so. This is for |
the sake of ensuring peace and security in Kampuchea. as well ag Dpeace,
gecurity and stability in South-East Asia, : _ i

To sum up, we believe that the real nature of ‘the Kampuchéan problen
and a number of fundamental principles of international law and the:
Charter of the United Nations, as mentioned eaxlier, ave touchistomes
to be tested on any proposal for a political settlement of the =~ -
Kampuchean problem Whethér it is correct, Teasonable and sinecte o

simply a trick,”’

g

* PROPOSAL OF DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA *

o
-7

The Pressing Key Issue

4. The Socialist Republic of Vietnam“(sRyN)-mugt witharaw all its
aggression forces from Kesmpuchés within'a définite time<table,

under genuine international supervision, in the frame<work of an

overall agreement. g -

2. Once &n overall ‘agreement on the withdrawal of aldi, the SRYN |
aggréssion farces from Kampuchea is signed, there will be

cease fire’among all the parties throughout Kampuchea, °

+

. 0
~ .




Issues Coming After The Withdrawal
0f All The SRVN's Aggression Forces
From Kampuchea

1. At %the 1astfphase-bf.thewwithdraﬁél'of'%he‘SRVN fgrbéé“from_Kaﬁﬁﬁcﬁég;

the following measures willfbe'takéng_,

a. Sipultapecus dismantling of the "People's Republic -of Kampucheat .
and the'staté of Demogratic Kampughea; = [~ . "0 RTTITN
b. Setting up'éf'a‘prbviéiona;{q)adrgpéptite.ngéinﬁénf;ﬁﬁdéfithe,NI;
Presidency of H.R.H. Samdéch Norodom Sihanouks' = =~ =~ ‘= % -
Confining to barracks all the.armed forces of thé four Kafpushéan: ..
parties, -under the superﬁisidﬁ'bf-afqugdripartiféﬁké‘puéhéan,Commﬁssion
and infernational supervision;? SRTS B x R LA s
The provisionsgl qqadripartitefgd?ernmént will organize},uﬁ&eﬁ-
international supervisidny direct, free and generaleléctions “of
a Constituent Assembly which will endow the country with g xiew-
Constitution, -The new Constitution will determine the name of-thé
country, ‘the national flag aﬁd\an%hem,'the’political'reéime,as,well a8, .
the judiciary, admiﬂistrafiwe,-economid;rfinancial,'ﬁobiar; réligious, -
cultural,; educational and press system of “the copntry, . )

Ce

2,

3. On the future unational armys
R e o SRR SR L ey b o Zed Fonada b e
During the trané&t;onal period; .setting up of a guadr;paﬁtite.army,‘ .

with an equal strength 6f each of the 4 Kampuchean armed forces, under
a guadripartite General Staffyg '
- Organizing ome National Army acgording to the new Constitution of '
Kampuchea, adopted by the .Constituent. Assembly. FEI . .
4. Measures to-guarantee the ‘agréement on the Kempuchesn problems
After 'an agreement on a comprehensive political settlement of the V
Kampuchean problem is reached, an Ihte:na@iénal‘COnfe;encéswﬁll be - o,
convened with the participation of all concerned countries-and. those .- - ;
of the 5 Permanent Members of the United Nations Security Council sg ~ -

well as ‘the U.N, General Secretényvinnorder-tofﬁiﬁd ont‘effebtivé.measures
to guarantee the agreement and the independence, neutrglity ang . 5
territorial integrity of Xampuchea. . ugk LE [

To reach these ,objectives; the Iﬁternatiqngl Conference could be )

discussed a number of issues as followss, . il Gl
a. the guarantee of ‘the agreement by the 5 Permanent Membeirs of the
United Nations. Security, Couneil;. e e T e ek =~
b. the setting up Of'aQVEnternationalfchhaniém; bé“it.a"hhitédiafiéns
International Commission or another International Commission, or 7 -
other measure, which the four Kampuchean parties and all the = = .
ccountries attending the International Conference agree wpon in
order to prevent Democratic Kampuchea ‘or any ‘one KamPuChean,party
from dominating the others, and to prevent the SRVN from . committang
again acts of aggression against Kampuchea, i L

5. To ensure peace and security in Kampuchea, in the SRVN and in Southe

Bast Asia, there will be a peace and non-aggression treaty.between
Kampuchea and the Socialigt Republic of Vietham or better 'still a peace
and non-aggression treaty among Kampuchea, Viétnam'and,cher;cgﬁhﬁriés
of South-Rast Asia.:' ' i S A e
6. An independent, neutral.and non-aligned Kampuchea will establish good

relations in'all fields with 211 the countries in the world, from the
‘West, from the East'angifrbmithe.neutra; and'non-alignedfddﬁntriéé;:aﬁd'
welcome the assistancé of all dountries to rebuild Kampuchea after the
liberationﬁ%and investments from any countries.

£
(signed) ' KHIEU SAMPHAN

15 Amngust 1988 .
- President of Democratic Xampuchea
Party ’

[t
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'ﬁgaihst5tﬁis“Eeopolitidai foreground,

5‘ i & Iy o
‘1"out in arccordance With.the,ébovgrmentio

prﬁ?;ractica1 terms, the guestion of thaﬂ;oﬂe~aﬁd'on1y national
will be discussed on the basis of the above-listeq 4»point_policy'on

# ANNEX *

THE DEMOORATIC KAMPUCHEA PARTY'S STAND ON .
-+ L0 THE-NATIONAT DEFENCE POLICY "’

- 2

The fundémgn%al policy of. the Democratic,§§y$&chea party stems from

its clear perception.of the regional == SputheFast Asia and Asig-

Pacific‘¥%‘gé0p9litical ¢context in which Kampuchea ig evolving and

which w111 not 2ikely to change for many gecades to. come, '~ ¢
and for the sake of the very

survival of Fampuchea, it is imperative to have suitable internal

and exterwal policies so as to ensure the great ‘national wunion

apd the support of the international community, =

AT N . o B : T = ol A

Therefore it is not our intenfiohq£0rségk;?hg_mbnppdly of power.
At present; Democratic Kampuéhgaf%ogether'ﬁﬁfﬂ the~coalition‘GOVef,
nment of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) firmly abides by the relevant

United Nations resolutions on Kampuohea,and.the_cGDK-s-5_Poinﬁ
peace p10posal3fbrfa-politicgljsettleﬂent*of[fhe Kampuchezn

‘problem, fér the withdrawal.of all fhé1Viﬁtﬁam$Se;aggre§sion fOﬁces

from Kampuchea .and for the national reconciliation among all Kempucheans,

In the future, the Democratic Kampucheg'policy‘on national defence

will be as followss - s L g R

1o We will firmly purse the great national union policy. . )

24 .We will firmly abide by the 8-Point politicql pProgramme considered

~ from now on as the basis of the national Charter of Kaupuchen.

3+ We will honour our commitment.to work within the framework of

. Yhe free enterprise system and the Liberal democratic’ regime,

4, We will firmly remain committed”to the policy of an independent,
newtral and non-aligned-Kampuchea, :

Ka s which dictates the necesgity
to establish relations with all countries, near and £ir, om the
basig of the7fi¥e;principlesfof;Pea¢e§@1~co-ex;sfgnce, and not
to authorize the stationing of 'any fdrein military base Sl

- Kampuchea's territory, o ]

\ Theré will be one and only national army’ that has to be hammered
~out : ned great national union
. policy and the 8-Point political programme, ] R

army

national. defence and the consénsus,@ecisionfmaking rule, either withins
i. the present tripartite Coalitioh Government of Démocritic -

Kampuchea, or = . , 7 9 iy | -
ii, the quadripartite coalition~gpve;nment to be ofganised accordingf
" 4b Point 4 of the.CGDKfs 8-Point peace plan.of 17 March 1986, 0r .
iii the coalition government to be formed.after the. elections, - .

The objective is to have all national forces discuss among themselves
the problem of that national army, which shall be under the control
of the Ministry of National Defence, with only one High Coumangd and
ane @eneral Staff, and shall have its own ‘rules and regulations, The
national army-shall be sahctioned by the Natiohal 4ssembly ox shall
be recognised by the whole Kampuchean people’ through referendum,

8 March 1967 (signed) KHIEU SaMprAN
SRR President of the .
o : Democratic Kampuches rarty
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L. It builds upon the bourgeais
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In realfty oaly progressive
in  relation to  the - feudal
System within the major Eursp-

ean states,

3. It underplays the history
of colonigtism, the slave trade,

PUBLISEED

- CFA 203 SEVEN SISTERS R%4AD JLONDON . N4

it con- -
histerical -

~world ' &conomy '

‘of Jeape

AVVERTISEMERT <k

etC. 8573 "basIS for. i capit:
alist mode of preduction, -
. . oz L2 SN T N
4, It sahem‘aﬁse'_;s‘ '&brtdﬂﬁi'_story :
o8 the -Ba%is of the- Eurcoesn
-experience and forees everything - |
into this mould, a5 for example,
the expectation that 31 societe
ies aust ‘have 2. succession of
the, same modas sof production. . |
{stave, feudal) as in  Europe
or are ‘backward’ 1if. they have
T TN I R
5. -1t holds that advanced pro--.
dyctive forces naces sarily -bro-
.duce, advanced,strugg,les,-,_h_mks .
down on” the peasantry, ‘cope
céives  of ‘ravolution primarfly -
2% 2-sharing-out of the ‘natieonal
cake  between proletarist ang
urgeoisie. .. .of . particutay
industrialised countries  anpd.
subardinates everything to this,

6.',.?-,[ a5 g 3 _'" elevates L"fnte-;i-‘.‘
imperialist contradictions abova
the' fundamental contradiction

-a8'-the ' fundamental basis fap
‘imperiatism and seeks to explain
the.‘kc}ynamigs of ¢risis and reée-
stricturing in ,the contemporary:
0 ’ without” “giving’ o
place  to . relations Uiane' & .
count - s “lans stmyy

-»

oy ot ¥

E‘ﬁ-

3 s
- erClode Strwggie,. Clas
-s.Clase Strupgla. . Clas

{
wf
Papg

s v
iyt
Lag, e

% truggle.,,Clasm Strugg

pride of
® Struggle...Clans Stovgyt

between the imperfalist
ries and the third world.

i g . . B Y . .
8.0 It:faifs €5 see how the . i <hiané . Overseas
main . contradictions ' of the, - o monthsg £3.00 £4 ¢ 50
Copitaiist, mode of productien. . N T f
have -been' ‘embodied in contra- 12 rmonthz £5,50 £ 450

-dictions’ between appressor and

‘oppressed nations, .and regards e
nationalfsm in " the = colonial it
countries as' i backward, tires ]
Some, *drag-inducing’ - factor; Pyt
3 prejudice to be treated at — . . , ——
best with condescension, . Folitical Papey of ‘the R,
8. . It-genérslly regards. the | _siz_b~s'c'-:»ipti‘énsf &nft &onations made
nattonal - liberation movement "l payzhls to. N e age: Soeipty o
as_subtrdipate to the supposed: and wend 4 i Feraty rE ST
interests “of the proletarfan [fENC 3 'm «.s% 1 . 'be%ow.
movement - in the “industridtised "~ - R

tountries, and tells them what
to do.

“from ' “Eurocentrish * ‘and
Comming st‘ﬂovuent_' )
Priced £2.50 inel. post|

the

ot

5t i

THE IEVOLUEToR

>
E

ae

¥ COMHUNIST LEAGT

e

I3

BY



.

Centrajised State Power
——§, {he threat-to - -

Minorities in ~ India.
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ing democratic ¥l
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n

Jourasl, Hanger, October, 19875508,
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“Is  Iadia  drifting  towards
fescize?® i3 the key aumetion
every” ?.:tﬁoti;: and damacratic
person s to ask) A
Today the country 1s ‘faging
the most sovere ¢érigis of tts
always week, fraeilé angiforesl
demcracy., A1T  mipority
Communities « ethnie, linguistic
or - religious - gra  under
= sttsck. And - of  these
Einorities, those that sre fac-

Ing the west dptense, System- -

Etic T oang k3calating -attacks

© 811 sver Indis are thi: religious
wingritiss:  She “Mustimds, the
$ikhs and the Cheistizns.

The moh  viclence . perpetrsted
o1 the Sikhs in the form of
&  brufsl wsssocre organtsed
by the Congress Party  iw
November 1332 hes besn qualita-
tively surgassed by the geno-
cids) massscre of the Muslims
in Beeryt ip the month ¥ Way
1987. It was sfter »il, the
Bisie's | own troops {the
Frovinctal Armed Lonstabulary)
who perried out the kitidng,

Walle Meerut s sn excagtion
in (hts sense, 4t s hardly
3 fsolated case.  The entive
country is caught §n the vortex
of comeunal - violerce tsrgeted
&t minority commmities.

Traditionslly sppressed. groups
ke . the " Dylits gft'he
Untouchsbles amd gther low
€aste peoplel 2nd the Adivesis
{the tribs! people} are ailzo
&ncguntering - grewing weves of

sttacks undsr the religlous
frenzy whipped up by Hindy
thauvinistic organisstions, .

In the triba? sreas of -Jhorkhand
and  other regions, Caristian

churches. and miscions are bupnt

dewn or usurped. Mosgues else-

where sre ‘bedng openly’ ¢iéimed .

it fTovour of Higgu texples,
Reconversion to Hinduise §s
deing sgyressivery impoged.

Fa

People’s Association fn-North
in Vancouv ober 1
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3 AL the. Sale tiam g

: Conference held in the Bame city, It wes ot the
“Centralised Stale Power snd the
PR has, 2. probid Ticord of Fightng fascive snd SUPPOTE

Tareat to Kinorities. in

G5aute inst isgerialise apd
Serpo. T The watn theme of
Following extracts frod 1PAKN%s

” 4 23
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Belonging te:s minprity veliglon
s often snough $o cheracterise
2 pEribn &8s an atiupt ov potens

~Lial trattor,’ snd & threst o

hatiensY  unity . aod
integrity, * When ‘mewbert © of
einority . commmities  sssert
their fundasents? toryzstutions]

ingia's

Iright  “to ! Uprattite b thelr

Jretigion, eulture s6¢ way of
1ife, they are hranded &s anti-
Indian. . '

PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY
0T AHD SECULARISH -
‘This’ attack ‘on the winorities
is mounted through the jdeclogy
of Hinde chauvinisik which g
used, progoted  and, directly

“iazsisted By "the " Indisn - state.

ihat i3 of ?ravest toncern to
&1} damocratic people fs that
this DiD!

3inst religlous
8 growing unity hetwesn 2 cent-
relised sad mititarised stste
on the ong hang, and the {deol-
egy  of Hinds  chauvinistic
netionalisa perpetrated by
organisations 1ike the RS,
Shiv. | Sens,
¢, oan the ather.

Al1 constitutions]. pretemtions
of the Indisn state belng
secular sve graduzlly falling
off.  Uhat 95 unddr the gqun
Ju Indis today Are not only
minority “Fights byt the very
principles; wof  democricy ard
secuferism, — It s a 'sli4
towards fascism. o,

-‘l 'S‘ .ll \,’-"'

lide -
towards
fascism’

State-prompted-  violence
{ and ' pthar
Aacritiss 45 the produpt of

Hindu Mahzsabha,

[ CHARTE?
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.. DEMANDS . -
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! In8fa iy & land of great

~giversity. Por hundreds of yearsg
people of different &and mingled

Timoes’ with a varisty of langvages

religiont &nd cultures have

lived pide by 8ide ik India,

© Tegpite vceohasional Zenesion
between‘regians and groups; on

ihe whole the Indian people with

“§ “their many different: identities

“~“have lived together in peace ana

- § 'neighbourlidess. The bultural

-

heritage of India i5 a rich and
complex web, woven by the history
of thisx togetherness ¢ Buddhists,
nghgﬁatiaas,;ﬁiadﬁs, Jaing, Jews,
Juslims, Siths and Zorosstrians
..-&r8.all pariners im fhis.
Sollective heritege, A1l
z ‘Minoritfes have 8 place in the
4 ‘history thet ia Indiag they are
‘- as much & part of "Tadis &s
anyone else€. And s¥l of then
have the democratic ¥ight to
maintain their identity, their
right to be who they are within
! the Inaier complex. 4 ‘threst to
this is wot only & threat 2o &
minority but & threat both %o
the prineiple of demnooracy
and the higtorical diversity of
Indfs.

.¥hereas, the rocent years have
s2en an escelating attack on the
basic eivil and gemocratic rights
6% people belonging to religious
zinoritien and 5 the tr82ition
&ily oppressed groups like the
Dalite {the Untouchables and
other low caste pdople) and the
Toibals 'in Indis, _

Yo nGiaayg 7 S RpLs ¥ o
¥herese, thiz atiack has rangesd
‘from largeescale Bassacred,
through vapitds dégrees of
violence against life, reliffous
shirines, and ether yroperty, to
assaults on religioue sentiments,
rights and heritage of ninorities,

S g
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whereas, these: recent developments have made belonglng to mlnorlty

11glons equivalent to being "foreighers', angd. defending one's -
rlghts ag. a2 member of a mlnorlty equlvalent to "antl-natlonal" i

act1v1ty. « SIRLIEL PRl sl

[ ST, P v AV

whereas, ‘the attack on theﬂmlnorltles is mounted by a grow1ng

-2 e g AP

‘Hindu~chauvinistic 1deology ang ite. prollferatlng organlzatlen e
with the active cooperatlon of ¢ %he Indlahis%ate,v,;e : “i,Jm e

i
i T e u-..-. L4 2.51 ) 5 o

whereas, the’ Indlanvstete has increa51ng1y'become 1dent1f1ed W1th v

The 1nterests of Hlndu-ehauv1nlsm ana the nétlon ef Hlndu nation.

oy i35 EE & f " P Ty

:whereas, these develqpments constltute a rapld and grave erosmon
of the ideas of secularism and democracy in Indla, and forbode:a

fasclstlp:soelety;ln whlch religious’, -ang- natlonallst chauvinism’ -

-are unmteé with . the power of the State,

BE IT RPSOLVED
be placed before IMr, Rajiv Gandhl. Prlme Mlnzster of Indla, as well

as before the Secretary~General of the Commonweaith, ay: ‘the- tlme
of. the Commonwealth Conference to be held in Vancouver 1n October.

o4
Fa)

THE DEMANDS s
‘1. That the Indlan state maintaln the ideal ofﬂsecnlarlsm

‘“inseribed in the In@ian Con tltution by respeetlng the rlghts of all
religious " groups, ‘but neither 1dent1fy1ng with nor- 1nterven1ng

in the 1nternal affelrs .of any Teligions ™ ’

nw, 1§22 That it guarantée “the ‘@émocratic. right of people .
to practlce any. religion without discrimination and prejudice and
stop 2kl harassment of people on the basis of thelr rellglous

identifications .

Postim v b 3¢ That it-.actively defend the’ mlnorltles against -
v1olence, 1nsults and. encroachments on thelr rellglous and:cultural’

heritages -

%

Juos 4. -That it stop a1l atrocztles agalnst the Dallts and
the -tribalss and FISL LR

.

5. That it bring to Justlce all who have been implicated”

in acts of violence against mlnorltles, both those who have
participated in or encouraged tlhiese aets and those who Hdve permltted

them by their: ealgulated inactions,

A T b

I %o D R o *

PRIOR to. the gonference, the IPAYA issued a statement to clarlfyi:
“the polltlcal orlentatlon of the gatherlng, and express 1ts -concern
-about the rapld er051on of demooratlc and secular vaiues 1n Indla.
It characterlsed the defence of mlnorlty‘rlghts ag:’ " an urgent
ﬁemocratle stxuggle of the Indian people", ' ’

- We re-publlsh a selectlon from this statement

i

o

-that the above conpemns and. the: following demands 3o oll

-
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' DEFENCE OF MINORITY RIGHTS
© - 'AnUsgent Democratic Straggle of the Indian Peoplé

Lo e T s,

e Several friends of IPANA, in Vancouver and outside, have raised
“ﬂstxons apd doubts sbout the Conference. we ate organizing in October on
tbe QLthi w of the minorities in Inddfa. These -are friends uf long standing
’whose co wwadely ‘ratéra;ty support and solidarity we have valued through

the yuars, and wirh whom'we have engaged in-collective practice in the
serviee ot ouv w;onle und our homeland. rarthermare, the. questions and

doubts tney ‘are réising, ve believe, come from hoth a sincere desire to

‘serve duy‘people anﬁ the Homeland, as well gs from a spirit of fraternal

and constructive crit icism. We take this eppcrtun1ty to respond to many
points raised, and teo clarify our stand.

The questxcns*raise& fal; in two broad categovies :
1; THE POLITICAL ORIENTATION OF THE CONFERENCE:

._4._——..._.....--....-...-...._..“

Doubts have beén éxpressed about our véry basic formulation that tﬁeie
is au organized, calculated attack on the religious.and other minorities °
in India. Those whs accept’ this formulation es ‘torrect have expressed doubts,
ncnuthe;ep:; if the norion of the growing Hindu chauvinistic ideclogy has
apy mcL* t, or if this idesl egy is bachked by the Indian stace and by the
Cqu gss Party. Some say that’ even if Hindu chauvinism is growing, it is
not so much of a threat to the -people and the country as the chauvinism of
the minsritiés <‘particularly that of the “"Rhalistani fanatles”. It is
‘thase fanaties in Punjab, they say, who are killing the progressives and
‘the communists. Our princ ig al task, these friends maintain, is to therefore
cppose these fanat@cs.

A guestion has slso been raised as to what is our stand ort Khalistan.
Since eur original call {dated June 26, 1987) was sileat on Kbalistan and
‘nﬁly talked ghout the state-sponsored threats to religious and other
minoritie Sy we are told that the proposed Conference WOuld only end-up
supporting 1e Kﬁ*l stanis, This would be all the more so, in view of the
fact that we plan t¢ invite representatives from various gurudwaras to

paruiolpa e in tae Cenfereace.
It has also heen sbxd Lha the main thrust of the Conference anpears
tG<be-an F-Hindu.

Ang, finally; it has bgen ‘stated that the criewtatxon of IPANA's
propos;d Conference is reactionary because it ignores the- class gquestion,
does ﬁot rely on class solidarity and class struggle as the motive force
of change, and instead pampers the ba;kward notions of religion and religious

lﬁ; titdes of. the people.
II O“R ?QG?bSJB T?&iTE . FROM IPB{%_‘ SYED‘SHAHABUED*N‘

' The second ce*egorv of doubts have expresse& cancern about our choice
of Mr. Syed. Shahzbuddin as the main ghest from India for the Conference.
‘It is alleged thaot Shahabuddin: belomgs to Janata Party, the party which
oppressed ;ﬁe Inéiantpeogze, just like the Congress Party, during its
brief rule dn the latz 70's. It has been said that Shahabuddin: is afterall
a bourgeiocs politiciagn and couldsiot thus he’ e“pec;ed to be a genuine
friend of the Indisn people. Still others have questioned Hr. Shanabuddin‘
stands on the Shah Bano case and on Babri HaS}l;, and havé charaterized .
him as aﬁti—womeﬁ and as esqentially a religious fundam»ntalzst“
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wer The growth of Hindu chauvinisficlorganizgtigns and ideology by itself
- ‘eouid not be.very distur@ingﬁfﬁhaghmakgsﬁ;5,spgg;ﬁ;ly‘ﬁﬁng?rous is §he e |
. growing identity of the Hinduschauvinistic’ideology with Indian national sm.
‘It is not simply 2 chauvinism asserting the super;qrity;of Hiadu religion ;
over cthers;*if'Slafahtiy“assertéﬁﬁﬁat“héing“an—indian.:s being & Hindu. In
.other words, the very definitich of Indian n&cionhood is beigg couched in
retigious terms: Already in many parts of the country aggressive campais;:s o
are on way to impose "shudhikaran" - to reconvert Dalits ggd tribals bacl
to Hinduism. A& certsin psyche is already In the making which treats non-
Hindus With susbicion, ss aliens. It should also be noted that many of ceine!
these organizations have been training end arming its members, thus acquiring
a militaristic chavacter. In addition, there is a parallel deyelypment in
the ideological sphere. A sizable number of intellectuals and journalists
have emerged ‘as the ideoclogues of this new trendsss .  But what makes the
growing Hindu-chauvidistic ideslogy, the,;spregé of militavistic Hindu
chauvinistic organizations, and the growing assertien of the identity
between Hinduism and Indian nationhood, extremely slarming and a matter of
grave concexn for zll democratic people is.the fact that behind asll- these
ies the full might of Indian state in-general and the
ile in parzicular, It is this emerging unity between &

~

o mm———gn s

T
developments 1
Congress party rul ‘
highly contralized and highly militarized state on the one hand and the
rapidly spreading ideology of Rindh chauvinism that needs to be grasped as
‘a key centrality of contempsrary Indian reality.
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shed apolopists of the Copgress would concede that
~day. Punjab problems go-back te the policies of the

ey
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. en the most: unaba
thedgets of "the present
central goverament. The povernment of Mrs. Indira Gandhi intervened in. the ' |
affairs of Punjab in a manner which had the consequence of creating a divi- |
sion among the i '

t O

£

among the Sikhs,. between ghe Sikhs and the Hindus, L.
the rest of India. More importantly, the events of Punja
ot for the crystallization of the Hindu chauvinstic o
_ ant-assertion that India was a Hindu Rashtya, and for @ -
the notion that the stare and the Congress Party were the saviors of this o
great Rashtra. A srate machinery which already had a highly disprotionate ’
‘Hindus in’its buresucracy, with the shife in

pligress strategy, begen to take more and more am appearance of a Windu

: 1 ;- 08t of thé old Hindu chauvinistic
ted thely allegisnce to' the Congress
@, vnder Congress PaLrondgCans

~ ¥
and between Punjab and

‘became the rallying pol
. ideclogy, for the miliir
k3
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oncentration of upper easte

te. Beginning with the early i
ganizations (like the RSS) openl
arty. The new ones emerged, by and

‘ ’ - - The issue is ne of Hi VS,

5. of deggg;aég‘ggd secularism vs
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or Hindu vs. Sikh. Tt is ovne of the force
the forces of chavvinism and fascism.

bauvinism, of course, is not iimited rp only the Hindus, Stfong streaks
of it coudd be found among all religiousy -and also linguistie, groups. No
one denles that. But it is the ideology of the Hindu chauvinistic organizations
whith is dmposing its will an&,uniformgty on the country as a whole. °
. : _ : . The process and the campaign |
is alyeady on. “The Hindu is an glien in Hindustan; he must be activated." ;
“We must channelise the dynamism of the Hindu society, which has been lyiag
dormant. Once we arve able to awakeh this sleeping giant ail our iijis will
evaporate.” “Hindus must be mobilized to create the Hindu nation™. “Hinda !
-politics must be emphasized to make India a complete Hindu nation.® “We '
Hindus have been at the receiving end for too long.” "The country of our P
ancestorg is being split. We must: foster: mationalism of the German or C
Japanese variety'. Thése are the voices of the leaders of the various old
and new orgatizations., To assume that these are mere empty threats would be |
. naive and irrespounsible. RSS today has over 3500 shakas (branches) all over :
Iodia with a million dedicated workers. The numerical strength of the :
members of the warious armed Senas is estimated to be over 50,000, Thén there
is the Stare- -~ at various levels ~ , losing ail its facade of secularism, |
and openly becoming parrisan, Countless aomber of district lével officers,
{Collectors, Magistrates, Police Superintendents) are active members of
chnuvinistic organizations; some in fact leading them.




"Fbster;ng nationalz:m of the Gernan and Japanesc variety” may very aell
‘t¢ be.a far cry. But all the necensaryfwngreéient are buildiag up.

appeax N
(1) A erisis in the Wﬁlej tne ability of t}e~rtie*s t5-continue to rule

eroding day By~ daj, the brz 13 of . egltlmgcy an& crcé~b1¢1ty of the . .iruless.
It is 212 thére ¥ today's India, moch moxe so thea 4t was dn the days of
19?+&75. {ii) A rontiftous buila~un of repressive machlvcry draconxon 1abis,
“Ana su?presszér'af all dissent. ¥f has. been gciﬂg on for a long tim» is
ggtting ’ntcns*f*ca Iately: The Terrorist.aad azsruptive Activ;tles (Freven-
sldﬁ) Aect nabsed in.1985, &la&&dy afn’ excrenely repressive leglslatlan was
amendad in August ‘of: tﬁis year. ¢ “confessions” made {ox extorted) in‘a police
1ock~up will' be considered grounds: for charpes. Does one need 't6 elaberate -
on' the impiigations of: this? And:ir is done with a suser~patr10t1c vein 3
UBritish’ Tulérs presumed that the Indian pollcemen were untrustwortny Are
we going to 1ive with that kind of 4 slux on, our paizce force?", the Minister
of Stutu*rmf %eme told parliament on August 24. At;a;ks on dissenc ¢ on -
Senfenber 1, a1} the eleven.offices of the. Izﬁina Express, throughvnt India,
were 51mu1taneoubly rzided by police, tex and customs 0&41c1alq. (£13)
A nationzliistic hysteria : erchestrated veices that the' unlty and integrity
of-the country is <n peril. Not just a ﬂo?low cxr abst Euar. Wot just the
Lna*u or inknown cutside enemies. -Bul, ¢clearly ldEhtlrlable enemics ‘of the
naticn within. The Sikhs. The Muslis 1$. The uorkh 's, The Jharkhandis. Whoever
asks for thelir constituticnal riznrs, or vegip al, llngulstlc rights, ‘bécome
. threat to India‘s unity. The low~caste, the u‘-oughables, who in order té
free, themselves from their : ge~o*d repr6451an adant Islam, Christianity,ox
-even Budhism, become al lien. And, {iv) The social 'ideolcsy of. the Hindu!Rashtra.
The glorification .of the past, the hu'cv*dﬁda And a largesscale. mlllta*lstlc .
preparation to impose Lh*- »deo?obyea,

’

‘ Niuarities are deeyi tbreateae& everywhere {in Loday s Irdla. THElr
Iebitzta;e and growing 6sn;rahlaa fe* equalicy’and’ justice in the so-cslled
independent. and seculat India has bBeen ueeting with oppresgive denial from
forces of d;né; chauvinism and the state. "All eppressions are not’ similar,
A,Dailt is éppressed becatse Hindu religion defines his identity as an

"untouchable”. His struggle 15 then fnnaamgutal‘y against this ddentity that
is iwpesed on him, and against the religion that imposes it. Inthe cage of -
re,zn¢aus, Lultural and linguistic n‘ﬁ&riti&s, their coppression is in facr.
an attack on their very 3éﬁ“1ty it qubstions their right to be who' they
are and practice what they do. Wken & $ikh or WL lim is attacked -or called
, uﬂti‘ﬁ&t*oral" vt is his right to be a Sikh or-a Muslim.that is attbcked.
In this sittiac -On,odﬁd»lﬂ view of. zall the deVe;opnunts identified. Above, the
deteqse of a minority identity is a fundamentsl human rights issue, and the
‘most urgcrt ard demecratic political task : i.e., the defense of a Sikh's
lgwht to be a Sikh without facing any dis ccrimination, stigma, or 1ncquallpy
"In such sitba ions, if someone says: that re liglsu is.a reactionary . force,
and; one ‘should not think of people as Sikhs ar %u-;lﬂs, but only as workers,
Panjabls, or Indisns, L?c. it zan only amaunL to gﬁinzng hands with those
who are oppressing a S-ks for being a Sikh, or,i Muslim for being & Muslim.
lt may seem to be g very prc*ressiv a coﬁmunlsc pcs ition; in effecct it
is idealistic, isclationist, and r»acticnarv‘ - bt

- It is quite likely that when a- &31101035 or cultural identity is under
=ttﬁék, the most reacticnary saction of the minerity cowmunity will be in
the forefront.of the: defense. :That' {s because:the defensive strugple is first
of all conservotive. The Dalitls strugglie is to. blow.up an identity: imposed
on him.” Thé struggie of. the. oppressed religiodswinofity, on the other hand,
zs ‘to. conseryve the identity threatenmed with asaimiiatlau, liquidation, or
“even gencclde. The people whose instifurichal task ir is to do this ag; the
‘priests and the most backward dmong the religiond wiiters and elders; i.e.
précisely those who havé 21vavs resisted o change. Thess cdme to the fore in
detensa of the pecple and their ddencicy, and religisus fanaticism and
fundamentalism grow © they grow bécdase they tapf/fced on the power of .
people’s anger against oppression. In such 8ftuatlcqs just condemning
fanatics or asking people to not listea to reactionary fundamentalists ia
useless. If pecple were not angyy, these forces would have little grip on
themn. If pecple had a better way of fighting this particular fight (and not
some other flght progressives or communists want) they would take that way..
\
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4 Does it nean, t%eﬂ, that we supno or cendane fundamentalism;
chauvinism, or fanaticism in:the minority Lommunxtles7 The answer.il wvery.
‘glearly ng. We support or cordoae fundamentalism and fanaticism in neither
miﬁerity noy magcrlty csmmunzties. But the:two things canmot ‘be’ 3udged .

_-@gainst, each otker,. by glaﬁing theém on the two sides of the same scale,. ?ha
“Eup- pb%nqmena are vaefly different.. For one thing, if there is growing :
fanaamentalism in the niuority communities, it is: enly defensive, a r38ponse
to.the escalating aftacks dn thewmi’ ¥ven move Importent is’ the duestion
whose sidg dogs the Indizn sfate stand, with all its militaristic, polltical
and jdeological might? Minority rundam ntalism has grown under attack,.
while Hindu ehauvznlsm has emerged vader the benevoleﬂce and-ancauragement
frem tke state. One is' & negative reactlon,the other an afflrmatlon of, tha
state's cndeuvors. ‘Ong is labelled as-mepacing ., dangerous, an enemy of the
nation, while the cther is trumpeted as a aﬁVLGr of the nation. Te oppose,
even to condemn, fundamaﬁtallsm in the minority compunity is”ome thing. But
to put it at par with btatevspon301Eu Hindu chauvinistic ideology and-
.organizations .is quite aﬁether‘ “Phosa who sondemnt beth in the same
measura not only fail to see ‘the difference between cause and e‘fect,

- between ageaulr avé def ense, bug also relinquish- their responsicilzty Lo
stand by the bes*eoei mifierities. And those who seek the state's help, oF

. ‘arms from the stage in the name of fi ghting terrorism of the mingrity, only

serve, to assist the stnte in ite devious desiga.

Opposivion to iuﬁaamer alism and Chauvinism in the minority communities

‘ could only come frowm damoﬁratia forces. If such fortes are not there, or if
they are. weak, they could be ‘developed or strepgthened not by eondemning
fundamentalisw or chauvinism in thise cosmunitiss but by openly and™ '
unequivocally standing on the side of the minorities in their strugg1° to.
defend their culture, their way of iife, their Lul*&fs, and also their very
survival. Defending each and every mlnoflty in it struggle against the
state~endorsed fasecistic onalauunt, linking the struggles of ciffarent ’
‘winorities together, and with the damocratlc forces in the country as- & ‘whole,
ig the wost imporuanf tagk in today's India. Does it mean pampering thé =
‘backward ideas of ,the people, . aaundonlag the clasg’ ?etspect;Ve’ ¥o it does
not. A pcrsa;ctlve which does not take inre account the designs of ‘the state and-
of the rullng lasses, daes got aﬁulyse the motivating factors behind those '
designs, and dees not dgweiep ad;quaue vnbpcn ses té6 those dnsigﬂs,xcannut be
ctalled a class perspective. it is idealistlg. A perspective which does nbt
motivate people to act -at the time of gensciéal attatks because those being
kiiled dre not workers,.peasants, oz commun¢scs, but happen Lu Fe Muslims
s;khs, Christians, or Dalits, is a raaht:oﬂary persﬂectlve.

~It’is true that in recent years a ssction of -the Sikh peoplie have beeu
‘raising the demand for, Khalistan. What is cur sta and ‘on it? We meintain thac
Ehalistan has become an issue among the Sikh peopie because the repressive,
mllisarlstic polic ies - GF the Indian state and the forces of Hiandu chauvinism

‘uged an& prcmoted by *g have assaulted the seat 1merts,~d1gnity and homan
rights of the Sixps, and have, made their llves insecure in India. We also
mgiritain that it is the right of a’l sacple to 1ive in security snd dignity,
even to the extsint of seeking a separate homelind : in principle the right
of self-<determination by a uegule must be recognized. We however maintain -
that the quest for Khalistan is an incorrect solution at the present rime @
the solution lies in the united. struggle of all minorities, the. oppressad
-people, and all demgcratic forces fof a country in which all cen live: in
dighiity and security: We 2lso condemn all vislence which victimizes innocent
people, ‘including thé violenca of the separatist edivemists, because it is
essent*ally anti~-people and .anci~democratic, and because it vitiates the

- Browth of unity among the oppressed mincrities and the democra*ic forces.
Those who are critical of the fonferenge on the grounds that it might give
BUPPOTL O the idea of Khalistan ‘must reelize that it has beenm made into an
izsuse bv ifhe_polinies or lack of policies of the atﬁtén. -
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'cﬁﬁig‘l sa of ghe 'Revolutiondry Internstionalist Moveseat'
Introduction . ‘o

Aier the desth of Nab Zedons in 1976 and the ‘ending of the- Cultwral
Revolution, & strong right appertun‘i st trend deweioped in the Marxist-Leninist
movement in the 1uperialist and capita‘!ist countries, ﬂfw ergenisations
 had been sectarfen and altre-leftist in their policies and practice éurﬂxgg
the ;serioé ef the. cuttura‘i S!e'm}ut%m, s t?ey hed” Tailed to dwe’igg strate
egies and twt'gcs for miitieﬂ advance appreﬁri ate to the conditionx of
their tountries, :nstead taiifng real or fumagined polictes of the Communist
‘Pae‘ty of ﬂhha. How, the sajority began to re-evaluate t!wir- mviﬁ&s gsractfce.i

Some..d4d so an the basis of continaing to hold to ﬁarmss—i.enia‘is*’ gthars.

begaﬂ to veject 1¢,

Organisatiﬂns such as "k Cmnist ?arﬁy of ?m‘tuga? {ﬁaﬂzist -«Leninist}
ysed. the Three . Worlds Theory to jﬁstify 8 ﬁgmist Tine o sz:ﬁardinatfag
avery ether issue -to that of am!t%ng s11 ;mss%bie f&rees ag&%aut Sss'ia%
socia}u%mperia‘!isw, which wmang afming for a united fwzt tﬂi‘.&; their gwa'
ruliﬁg classes and' 03 imﬁa‘iism ﬁwiml_eﬁimsﬁ:; st_zf;h 87 % -ﬁéﬁ@%ﬁﬁy
for a revomtiaﬁary party to lesd the struggle for szzs;%&}im_ 1
m?e of the mrking c?ass 'm that fight, and endaed up ﬁmﬁé&ti&g Eha

“in ‘these circumstancey, it uas 1nevitab!e Jzat an uEtva—’ieﬁ; treﬂi should
develop, !ean%ng very haavﬂy -on’ the re-sssertion: of the. old  and safe
ceﬂ:ainﬁes of . the Cultural Reva!utiom Today, Ehis trend 1 £ orgamseé
in the wsam w!tisin ihe' Rewmt'!onary Irternationahst Hovement (RIN). This

coﬁtaiﬂs organisations which gay meke sericus pa‘t*t%ca‘i érmrs ‘but which
have a sigaﬁ'icam hsse in their ccuntrfas, ‘sich &s “the : Commmist Party

ot ?eru e?gauisation witich is more wiﬁe‘iy known_as 'Sendero’ L%ﬁﬁasa* {Shining
Psth}, &s well &8 insign!ﬂcant groups which -draw ach ‘of the sﬁrength they
do have, from assuciating themselves with more crédih?e (3] grcups. : -

'ﬂte fa!?wing article was written by a purson who broke with m foltowers
in Britain for @ while, before going back to them, It is an - individual
V‘!é!f, with ixﬁpbrta‘zt omissions and inadequacies: fmf‘ axm@‘ie.* it does net

-

“m rteckle - the RIM's general tendency to belittie the féportance of mﬁ:ing tin

a&ast af cnntrséicﬁeﬂ ‘among : the eneny within ccaﬁtrfes, snd of - ran,yim

te the side of the révolutionsry forces he ‘sriddle fe%‘ces' “within: secieties,

which include much of the petty bourgeoisie and irsteﬂ*gsnts%a. Revertheless,

the srticie does moke sound criticisms of RIH, and csn be taken ss a contrib
.. ution towards a more sll-round critigue of this trend.
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ON ULTRA-LEFT REVISTONISM Ry

- Comments on the 'Declaration of the Revolutionary ;Isi'ltgrnhs:cjonalist Movement'

55
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“In the-wlzi= '70s' and .'80s, the Marxist-lLeninist Mpquent’u'gfderwént a severe
crisis, - ia1ly in the .imperialist countries.- ‘Under’ the impact of this
crisis zaSons for which it fis outsice.the scope .of .this. article to
analysel tez qpportunist trends arose, One was liquidationism - questioning
Marxism-Leninisu, itself, throwing up one's hands ‘and "despairing of revolution
‘and, . logically, dissolving parties ‘and organisations. .Another was to retreat
~into the womb-like: comfort of dogmetism and sectarianism. = This “‘tendency
¢ which has aptly been called uitra-left revisionisim = s best exemplified
by the Party of Labour of Albania (PLA) and their adherents-abroad.. - .. - -

Most Marxist-Leninists have seen through the crude ana infantile line of
these people, 1n" particular -their rejection of Mag's-theoretical  enrichment
~of ‘Marxism: - _But now -a fresh challenge-to Marxism-Leninism..from..the.ulira-
left has been mounted by the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement {RIM),
an international organisation of Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations.
In many - ways they are more dangerous.than the PLA, as’ they claim to uphold
Mao .Zedong Thought (in fact, they have rejected many of Mao's most important
contributions, including the mass line 2nd .the. theory of new demogratic
vevolution) and ‘are not. so transpargntly dogmatic and idealist as the PLA

- and their supporters.' 1%

One  of the distinguishing features of the RIM is that they claim to have
broken .with certain allegedly incorrect ideas which developed in the inter-
national communist movement from the 1930s onwards. -The RIM nightly criticise
the PLA for wishing -to return to a ‘mythjcal doctrinal, purity' of the '30s:
but the RIM are attempting to return to a “scarcely’ Tess mythical ‘pukity
of the '20s. It is true, as the RIM say, that Marxism became to some. extent
ossified in -thei 1930s. _But, on one cardinal question, its understanding
was weak even in the '20s.  The movement did ‘not ‘properly grasp’ that the
centre of the world “proletarian revolution had shifted to the east. It
is. precisely ithis which the RIM also have failed to understand,  Whilst
- there was. considerable excuse for this in ‘the "*20s, and some in the '30s,
there is none now. And in- fact, -the RIM have -rejected even the limited
understanding of the '20s. ..The ideas of the international communist movement
which the RIM have ‘broken' with are in the main CORRECT 1ideas. g
Another point of note concerning the RIM is that they are supporters of
the Gang, of Four. The petty-bourgeois ideology and composition of most
of the Marxist-Leninist’ movement. in the -imperialist. countries provided a
stréng basis’ for ultra-leftism.  After Mao's death, the ultra-left felt
free - to indulge to the full their subjective fantasies and, moreover, to
claim that Mao too was in their camp, witness. their claim. that Mao opposed
the Thrée Worlds theory ('Declaration’ p.25 - all refs, ip the English edition).
_ The arrest of the ‘Gang' provided a ‘king over the aater' for the ultra-
" Jeft to look to for ideological” and political inspiration, much as, similar
elements  looked to Trotsky' after Lenin's death and Trotsky's defeat by the
_ leaders of the CPSU grouped around Stalin. .
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-Before going on to make specific criticisms of the RIM's "'Declaration!,

it is only fair to:note, as is customary, what .is correct in it. In the
writer's ‘opinion, .there are valuable points in it on the history of the
. fnternational...communist - movementst there are:many :abstractly correct statements
+ of "Markist:rtheory;® and’ it: upholds, although -in: a onessided way, :the theory
<mngdspractice of ~the:Cultural Revolution .in.China. But:‘overall, it is charact-
{enisedi by -an arrogant, ~sectarian...and .idealist .~ideological oautlook :and a
wsthoroughly: .Eurgcentric “ 1ine on-:the ‘wonrld. situation:«andy the  tasks.:!of the
ffﬁ';xrori«et‘:a.r‘iiat and:loppressed. peoples.and nations. Y
artefion ot owvy TR
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A the “style sof Nietzchean supermen!:the RIM fis .going to. save the world.
«The; tone -ofirthein: ‘Declaration® -is seti-early ‘o, whensin. typically .unassuming
. style,’ the: RIM .announce:that they:: willv be ‘forging ‘an invincible barrier
- against. revisionist--and all -bourgeois ideslogy' and .that they will be found

‘providing:s scientific. leadership. to.rand: standing- in the - forefront of the
-surging revolutionary waves..." (p.6.) '

.The task..of communist is to 'struggle to provide scientific. leadership to
' -the. objectively:.existing - struggle, ‘not, as the ‘Communist Manifesto'. put.
~it, to invent 'sectarian principles by ‘which. to shape and.mould the movement'.
‘Such’ leadership #+is difficult ‘to :give -and can only arise out of .the most
‘painstaking and sustained’ investigation and analysis ‘of: concrete conditions
and ‘deep -involvemert in the- struggles .of the masses, backed-up. by a profound
grasp .of Manxist-Leninist theony: It is-difficult enough “for the best parties
to provide this leadership - it took the CPC, forwinstance,. decades to develop
the 1line and policies which evehtually led to victory in 1949. How much-
more difficult is it in -today's -conditions, especially: .in the imperialist
countries, for 'the infant Markist-Leninist.movement to -develop & correct
line. This can only happen if a fodest, simple ‘and unassuming style sand
method of work is adhered to., 3 "t her voldy

The -RIM- though have no_doubts. about: their abilities' ahd knowledge.: They
have. all ‘the answers,' or where:'they have not,  they will pull one out' of
a“'hat. -’ Thus we 'Teafn, that’ *in countries where no- Marxist~Leninist party
-exists ‘the IMMEDIATE (our emphasis) task ... there ds: to form such a party.’
“(pi28) ~ Just -like' that! = No" hesitation here;  no ‘pause ‘to 'reflect that if
fthére- is’ no party :in a* particular country, then- this might well indicate
that . the concrete conditions are no favourabie. . In Britain, for instance,
the number of Marxist-Leninists is tiny, their theoretical knowledge and
understanding ‘of “concrete- conditions s ‘weakw and: thei¥ mass ‘influence, even
“among "advanced eléments, is- small by any standards: “It:would.-be an elitist,
" putschist ‘act - to -“immediately* form the party’ here. - Such a ‘party' would
represent " nobody" but itself. ¢ And yet' the British. adherents -of the RIM,
the “miniscules Nottingham and Stoeckport Communi'st Groups; - seriously considered
~S8UeR distep. ol MEATLIES - teatividved 07 auva g’

“A ‘phrase which"is bandied' ‘about in the RIM to ‘justify. thieir arrogance is

_ “'taking” on the’ responsibility for the movement’ or,. ih.other, less pretentious

. “words, 1'm’ in. charge. Sel1f-appointed. leaders and parties .have been ten-
a-pepny 1in “the ‘history. of “the revolutionary movement, -from Bakunin, . through,
Trotsky, to ‘Jiang' Qing. ~ "One - thing -all- siuch leaders and parties have - in
common is-"dsmilg “and‘-overweening confidence “ifi theirt.ability and knowledge,
coupled with disdain and contempt for the masses.

-
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Such scanty references to the masses and the mass line as thére are .in the.
RIM's 'Declaration®, are very revealing.  ~Thus, the term ‘mass line' f{s
qualified by the adjective ‘revolutionary’. ~ This tesm 1s a nonsense, as
becomes clear when we consider what its opposite would be - a reactionary
mass 1line! The qualification is there because the RIM do not really beljeve
in the mass line: they have no understanding whatsoever that, as Mao put
“it: “"the masses are the real heroes, while we ourselves are often childish
and 1ignorant.” What the RIM mean by a ‘'revolutionary.mass line' is revealed
4in several places in the text in question. We learn on p.27 that the tasks
of communist is to ‘'hasten' the revolutionary struggle. Not at alli Even
the best, most experienced parties cannot ‘hasten' the revolutionary struggle.
They can only lead the objectively existing struggle. Neither the Bolsheviks
nor the CPC ‘'hastened' the revolution: they merely provided the 1leadership
which ensured that the masses could seize power when the objective conditions

permitted it. _ :

This- word ‘hasten' is-no slip of the pen: it captures the spirit of the
RIM, a spirit which thinks that heroes, not the masses, make history. Here,
it is relevant to Took at the composition of the RIM. .Whilst, as was remarked
eariier, a majority of its adhering organisations are from the Third World,
the dominant influence in the RIM 1is the RCP, USA. :It is, in the main,
THEIR ideological and political line which 1is dominant. It is Justified
therefore to look at some aspects of. the practice of the RCP,USA as an iltus-
tration of what the RIM stands for. e

One means that the RCP,USA . used tc 'hasten' the revolution was to throw
red paint over the US and Soviet ambassadors to the {N. This, no doubt
make them feel good, but what impact such adventurist- activities have on
the masses is another matter. No-one cares what happens to such reactionaries,
but unless attacking them expresses the righteous indignation of the masses
and is carried out by people with close contact with them and” with their
confidence, then it is indeed adventurist and elitist. Similar putschist
attitudes are. expressed in the RCP,USA's slogan ‘Revdlution in the 1980s,
Go For It!' This slogan expresses better than- a million words their wiew
‘that revolution 1s a matter of the will, not the result of a particuler
set of concrete conditions. The RCP,USA have decided that ‘there must be
a revolution.in the USA .in the 1980s, therefore there will be a revolution.

It is not unfair, at least on this question, to "tar the whale of the RIM
with the same brush as the RCP,USA. For May Day 1984, the RIM organisations
adopted unified slogans. In sum, they betrayed an RCP-like contempt for
the masses and a belief that revolution is brought abouf by the loud shouting
of slogans, the louder and ‘'lefter' the better. One, of them ‘Harness the
Fury of Women as a Mighty Force for Revolution'.- had been previously coined
by “the RCP, as .its empty rhetoric suggests. ‘Women (whether ‘furious' or
not) ARE a mighty force for revolution and it advances the cause of revolution
not an inch to wander the streets. of New York wearing the T-shirts emblazoned
with this slogan which the RCP had printed. Slogans shquld address themselves
CONCRETE needs and arise out of the struggles of the masses. The RIM's
slogan could appeal only to petty-bourgeois revolutignaries, divorced from
the masses and who wish to ‘harness' that struggle to their own ends. =

i
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On Eurocentric Social-Chauvinism

The RIM's 'Declaration’ is saturated in Eurocentric, or West-cenueced social-
chauvinism. In its ideology the RIM is a variant of ore of the ‘left' forms
of this discrder, Trotskyism. This is expressed most sharply in the fetishistic
way the international proletariat is referred to. .

The Second Congress of the Communist International (Comintern) adopted the
slogan ‘Workers and Oppressed Peoples and Nations, Unite' 1in addition to
the old slogan 'Workers of A1l Countries, Unite'.- This was in recognition
of the fact that the struggle of the oppressed peoples and nations had become
a component part of the world proletarian. vevolution. - This same Congress
adopted Lenin's ‘Theses on the National and Colonial: Question', which were
a first, though major, step. in grappling with the problems posed for Marxism
and ¢he. revolutionary struggle by the ‘'awakening' of: the peoples of the
East and the shift 1in the centre of the revolutionary struggle from the
imperialist heartiands to the oppressed countries of the periphery. Unfort-
unately the .international communist movement as a whole made litile further
progress in this pressing task, the Comintern concentrating mnst of its
attention on Europe. The Chinese party though, in the course of the national
Tiberation struggle in China and in their polemics with the Soviet revisionists
made significant further advances. ‘

the RIM chooses to end the ‘'Declaration' with the concluding words ¢f the
‘Communist Manifesto' - “The proletarians have nothing to lose but their
chains, they have a world to win". These words, ‘another way of expressing
the sentiment ‘'workers of all countries, unite® still  vétain an important
and essential truth in that we are 1in the ~époch of the world proietarian
revolution.  But not to use’the stogan ‘Horkers and oppressed peoples and
nations, unite' shows that the ultra-Teft revisionists of the RIM have broken
with the concepts embodied in that slogan. - The ‘Communist Manifesto' was
written in 1848, beforé the emergence of modern imperialism, before the
eruption of the national liberation movement in the East and before .the
shift in the centre of gravity of the world revolutionary movement to the
oppressed countries. On these matters, the cardinal questions of the epoch,
the RIM, despite .their professed purity of doctrine, ‘are in the same camp
as the modern revisionists, the sccial-democrats and the Trotskyists. = This
is highlighted by the fact that in its appraisal of the CPC's polenic against
modern vevisionism, the RIM fails specifically to uphold a thesis of the
CPC which ail varieties of opportunism take particular exception to, aamely:
“The various types of contradiction in the contemporary worid are roncentrated
in the vast areas’ of Asia, Africa and Latin America; these are the most
vulnerable areas under imperialist rule and the storm centres of world
revolution dealing direct blows at imperialism.® ('Polemic on - he General
Line of the International Communist Movement', p.201).

It is not surprising then to find that in its politicai line the RI4 seriously
underestimate .the importance of the struggle of. the gppressed jeoples and
nations against imperialism and exaggerate the importance. of the ther fund-
amental contradictions in the world. It exagerrates those contradictions
which highlight the vrole of ‘the proletariat of the imperialisi countries
- those between the imperialist powers and that between the oroletariat
and -the bourgeoisie of the advanced capitalist countries = and gnores the
contradiction between imperialism and the socialist countries.



The RIM say that proletarian internationalism is a “reflection of the fact
that the proletariat is a single class world-wide with ‘a:single class interest,
faces a world system of imperialism, and has the tesk of liberating. all
humanity." (p.30)  Yes, the proletariat is a single qlass world-wide. But
more -must be said. In the first place, the proletariat of the imperialist .
neartlands is in an alliance, however temporary, with the “imperialists against
that part of the proletariat located in the periphery and against the people
of the oppressed countries in general (this point ‘will:be elaborated later.).
It 1s not therefore, ‘even carrying out the elementary proletarian internation-
alist duty of supporting national liberation movements, . ‘Only the proletariat
lof the ocppressed -countries is carrying out a revolutionary struggle, and
in those countries it is a small minority of those "who have an cbjective
interest in revolution. In the second - place, the "proletariat is a mere
12% - of the worid's population, and that of ihe inperiglist codntries a mere
3%. The dmpkications of these facts for the ‘strategy, 0f the internatisonal
communist movement are not considered for one .MOment,]by the dogmatists of
the RIM.  This will become clear when we consider their political line in

detail,

ihe Three Worlds Theory

Cne of the most important ~development of the imperialist epoch is the rise
of the Third World, especially in the years since WOJId War Two.. The RIM
acknowledges this, after a fashion, by saying that E&he countries  of the
Third World ‘have constituted the main arena of thé'{worlduwide_ struggle
of the proletariat' (p.30). But note that this stryggle is described as
a struggle ‘of the proletariat' not of the oppressed.’.peoples and nations
as A WHOLE. his is Trotskyism, pure and simple, and, in striking confirmation
of this charge. The RCP, India, one of the adherinﬁ‘organisations of the
RIM, - have recently announced that India is a monopoly: capitalist country,
that the Indian bourgeoisie is mainly independent of | mperialism, and that
the stage of revolution in India is socialist, not new democratic. i

The tremendous achievements of the Third World singgf'1945 are coimpletely
ignored by the RIM. In reality, the RIM recognise: only the proletariat
as a revolutionary force and only RIM approved organisations as.true communists.
They  refuse to support advances made by other revolutionary forces or under
the Tleadership of communists outside the aegis of. the RIM, o through such
progressive steps as the formation of the OPEC cartel. Thus, the only reference
to the wave of struggles for national independence whpch took place in the
'50s and '60s is to ‘heroic struggles ... which have nd£?1ed to the establish-
ment of poiitical power by the proletariat and its, allies but where the
fruits of the victories of the people have been pigggd by new exploiters
usually in Teague with one or another imperialist power(s)' (p.30). It
is trus that the proletariat is the only thoroughly revolutionary force,
that only communist 7leadership can ensure final victory in- the revolution
and that wmcst - formally independent countries are subpject to neo-colonial
rule in varying degrees. HNone of these elementary facts must be underestimated:
but the RIM have carved these ideas on tablets of's;qge,'referring.to them
as priests consult the bibie, rather than studying the real worid, :

The RIM's assessment of -the situation in the Third World is extremely one-
sided and grossly underestimates what has been achieved.  In few countries
have national struggles led to the seizure of power by .the proletariat and
its allies but they have on many occasions led to the establishment of naticnal
vourgeois regimes which have struggled with varying; ‘measures of success
against imperialism. But for the chauvinists of the RIM, it matters little,
for instance, that the people of Algeria threw out - the: French imperialists,
or more recently, that the Nicaraguans defeated Sanioza. A1l this- would
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appean.‘;,ﬁfﬁ?_;t{e;' “thitter ekperiénce® *(p.30)i. ‘The, RIM are ‘ingifferent  to, whether
or ot Algeria s stillc 45Frerich icolony,.:and: whether, it is _the Sandinistas
who,: according’ to . the RCP, (USAJ™ have -gotd. .out',« or. the Samoza. regime’ who
gyules in, Nicaragua. f'f_!m-zj‘-R'IM‘$'-.nv‘ﬂa\ma1z7nt::~;.f-~:1's: that .so. scathingly described
.?J;é?ﬁmﬁ:i_::‘ *‘l .'51;?.'-’ TRT Zewsdou gHesforig” Si st G
bt ag sttt Adi ab merotae. B SRS NI furiup on o 2ed qeatub osar i
T aliveesees 1 1O ”jmagi_gerthatj socval : revolution .js,:«;cqnge:iyab}e';,‘ without revolts
- "+ by, small nations in, the ‘¢olenies -and in Europe. without; the revolutipnary
+« . outbursts, of a section ‘of “thé petty-bourgeoisie with all its prejudices,
1. without, 8 movement of ‘politically - non-conscious proletarien and semi-
s . proletarian masses against ' landlord, < church, ~monarchial, . national and
~i=, cother .oppression - to imagine that means repudiating social revolution.
o s Very likely, -one ariy will 1ine up in ‘one place and .say ‘We are for
socialism' while another willl-do’ so .in- another: place. and say ‘'We are
for imperialism' and that will be social revolution ..... Whoever - expects
<. a:‘pure' social revolution will never live to see it. Such a person
5 :Pﬁ.y?i lip ‘“s“e'rv.’ige to. revolution without understanding. what revolution
v reslly is. : I -
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“TTHE RIM profess to uphold Mao's'theory of !revol utionary strategy and tactics

in. the .colonial, semi- (or neo) colonial countries' (p.31).but, in fact their

 line.is “left' revisionist. ‘The type of revelution -in the.oppressed countries

js .not. a. socialist one, but 2 ‘democratic wofie of a. new, type with. the aim
of, .as :Mao put. it, of ¥establishing-a new-democratic society and a state

. under the joint dictatorship of 7411 ‘the revolutionary classes® (Selected

Works, Vol.2, .p.344). ~ Firther; . it'{is “important to grasp, again according
" to, Mao,. that .'no matter what classes, parties or individuals in an oppressed
nation -join the revolution,: and no matter whether they,themselves are conscious
of - the. point or 'understand it, “so long .as they oppose imperialise, their
revolytion ;becomes part of ' the proletarian-socialist world revoiution amd
- they become its allies' {ibid.,'p/346). ' ¢ i rf o S B

[

. For. complex historical reasons, communist -forces.~are . not. in the Teadership

of “the revolutionary struggle in most countries {although .there are important
exceptions such. as the Philippines); whilst. this will undoubtedly lead to
greater difficuities and setbacks, and, . in- some’ cases;, -to outright betrayal
as in Iran, such” ‘§truggles "are no ‘less objectively. revolutionary in character.
stalin expressed it well: -

.. .“The struggle that the Emir of Afghanistan is waging .for the independence

3 of Afghanistan is objectively a REVOLUTIONARY . struggle, despite the
monarchist views of the Emir ‘and his associates, for it weakens,. dis-
‘{ntegrates ' and undermines imperialism....*  (Foundations of ‘Leninism,
.Peking ed., p.75 (emphasis' in original AR PRI o

But for the RIM,. 'history demonstrates the bankruptcy of ‘an ‘anti-imperialist’

{or similar ‘revolutionary ‘front‘) which As not led, by a Marxist-Leninist

party..." (p.32). ~'Really? ‘Then we might as well ;all give up, for what

-w~=$g; actually happening in most ‘countries is precisely a struggle led by.such

..a -front.. The task of communists is- not to whistle .for the moon, but to

. work -where -the masses, are and to struggle to give .communist leadership to
“'the- OBJECTIVELY EXISTING {not sgpggct'i'yelxV.de_‘si-t“ed)-:struggle. i &em

%
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_Mhat the ultra-left (but, in practice, extremely rightist) 1ine of the RIM
means.in pracfice can be. shown by theiattitude, of .the RCP.USA to some actual
struggles, . The:'Revolutionary. Worker!. (the..weekly . paper’, of the RCP)-has
published ong #dulatory”article :after angther.on ‘the -armed struggle in Peru
Ted by the fortes known -as-.'Sendeno Luminosp’: {actually” the Comunist Party
of Peru). This 1is undoubtedly because this party is an'?Bdherent ' of " the
RIM.  The. author has no quarrel with the RCP publishing the - achikvéments
of ‘the -Communist” Party-of ‘Peru.’ Yet, inyseveral articles.in the ‘Revolutionary
Worker!. which ‘dealt ‘in byzantine fashion with contradictions among’ the reaction-.
“ary “forces in the Philippines, .wirtually nomeption was ‘made '6F the. fact
.that the Communist: Party :of the Philippines control -large liberated: areas
and, .according "to the CIA;i+is1likely .to. seize power 'in’ the next’ few years.
No doubt when“this happens; they will quickly ‘be denounced ‘as *inv.league
with imperialism’ (p.32), < This is apparently inevitable 'if " you 'disagree
with 'th_;e;s;m;;’j and ‘the RCP,USA have scandalously described” ZANU(PF) 1n Zimbabwe
;as being so. | B s Teodk

The = scurrillous accusations - of  the RCP,USA are entirely consistent with
the line of the ‘Declaration’. The RIM do not “understand (or rather have
revised) the basic Marxist-Leninist position that. the objectivé of! the' revol-
utionary struggle in the oppressed countries is not socialism and the establish~
ment of - the' dictatorship of ,the proletariat (although this 1is certainly
_the eventual goal), but, again.to quote Mao: "“The establishment of “a ‘new-
democratic . society under the Joint dictatorship 'of 'all -the revolutionary
. classes ,.. headed by ... .the proletariat.”. (Ibid, p.347). ° In countries
like .Nicaragua, although' it!could not,be claimed that it js *headed ‘by the
proletariat’, at least a *joint- dictatorship': has .been, established ‘and .this

is a great step 'fcgry«ard which clesrs the way for further .advance, - v
FRTsrviun, v 56 .2 LGS o el

The constant harping in the RIM{S ‘Declaration’ about ‘proletarish leadership',
‘hegemony', etc., even when .accompanied by ritual references "to ~Cynited
fronts' and ‘other sections of ithe masses' is a reflection of their Eurocentric
social-chauvinism. Like the people criticised by Lenin, they 1ok for 'pure,
proletarian-led movements, proceed from ‘abstract 'principles'; ‘not concrete
analysis of concrete conditions and_ tick off and admonish 211 who fail to
conform to, their high 'standards. The RCP,USA for .instance, Brevon record
as lecturing the PLO for failing to carry qut a ‘last-ditch battle, rather
‘than evacuate Beirut“at the time of the Israeli invasion. _Coming_ from people
who benefit from the plunder of the US imperialists and who Tive “what to
a Palestinian would be an incredibly easy . life, this is ‘patronising and

. hypocritical.

It is striking that ‘the discussion of the world situation in ' the RIM's
‘Declaration’, whilst recognising that countries exist (even the RIM could
scarcely fail to notice this), discusses the class struggle purely in terms
of classes, not recognising  that many jmportant class struggles take on
the form of battles between COUNTRIES. his "left'~form of exaggeratim
the ‘pure'” class struggle (which of course never has and never will exist
’has -the rightist essence of-failing %o support the Jjust struggles of Third
"World countries. Thus the struggle of these countries for a new international
economic order is totally -ignored and implicitly denounced. The case of
OPEC_ has already been mentioned (it is worth _recording lt2at 1n an ‘internal
struggle among the British -adhevents of, the RIM, the people who left were
condemned for supporting OPEC).  Every time bank' interést -rates .in. the
imperialist countries rise, thousands moré peasants are driven from: their
lands to make room for cash crops to be sold to pay debts to the imperialists.
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Only a revolution can end such callous p!under, bgt 190" the mantim.
a Third' “World ‘country ‘refuses to.ipay its _debts,  {isn! that in the interests
of the masses? Add ‘doesn't it."weaken, disintegrate.. ang undemine“ imperialism?
Such 'struggles, and those for fairer. commodity prices, for, & ‘re<scheduling -
‘of debts - etc., -are matters of complete, indifference to the RIW, who,. 1n
‘their ‘0Tympian: detachment i1l support only .full-blown revqution Objectively.
‘thHis ‘means support for-the dmperialtsts and their ruthless robbery of the

peoples of the Third World.

The 'Declaration’ recognises only two types of country in the world' imperfalist
and oppressed  countries. This isq.certainly the most important division,
but more must be said. It is absurd to treat the imperialist countries
.as: an homogeneous - whole, from the two superpowers at one pole to such countries
as Greece and Bu'lgar'la ‘on the other. Many of the smaﬂen Second World countries
have features” in common with the Third .World, .. Some of thém are :subject
to varying degrees of ‘control by the great powers, especiany the - superpwers.
Often, ‘there Bre still substantial democratic and patipnal ‘tasks to be accomp-
lished in -the ‘revolutionary struggle, as 1in the cases of Iand reforih in
Spain and Portugeﬂ and the national struggle in Iretand. Sl viagalosiniulng. o8 I
For such reasois some of these countmes frequenﬂy take a progressive stance
in' world affairs.. - Spain, for instance,. refused to support US- aggression
agamst Nicaragua. Yet, the RIM, because they have rejected the Three Worlds
theory, are unable to exp?ain and certainly do not- suppov't such phenoniena.
On the question of war, the RIM say: “The revolutionary defeatist position
must be ‘adopted by the Marxist-i.enin'!sts in all the imperialist countries.”
“{p.48) 'If a new world war erupts, din the period leading up to-it many thihgs
_would occur which . could not be -dealt with in such a lofty manner. Hhat
" if Greece were to attempt to force the US to withdraw *from its bases thére
and the US carried 'out 2 military intervention? ‘Should the Greek proletariat
adopt a line .of ‘revolutionary 'defeatism'? We think not! = A1l of this,
of course, is speculation. But it highlights the. crude dogmatism and idealism
of ‘the' RIM, ‘their method of .DEBUCING responses to. relationships and ev,p.nts
in the real world with the aid of a set of '‘principles’ conceived & priori.’
3ok

" Even” the b\gger ‘second world. 1mperzahst powers, {Britain, France, Germany,
Japan, etc.), despiteé being bound by a. thousand and one threads to the US
superpower "and to each other, and playing a.generally reactiohary role,
have contradictions with ‘the superpowers which can ‘be made use of. Many
progressive people in Europe, for instance, resent the role of the US super-
power and- are fighting against Us' bases, for withdrawal . from NATO, against
Cruise missiles and so’on. ' Under mass pressure, and for their‘own reactionary
reasons, . the ‘governments: of “these countries have opposed certain plans of
the US' superpower; the EEC countries, to take but’ one case, have refused
_to enddrse the US's "‘Strategic Defence Initiative® ' (the so-called ‘Star
Wars' plan). In another case Belgium: resisted for a Ibn& tme the installation

o of Cru?se mssﬂes there.

The people who fight for these things are dismssed by the RIM as’ having
'natjonal chauvinist views that seek to. avoid 'the ‘devastation of war -for
one imperiahst ‘nation or another at the expense of the rest of the world®
(p.44), " This is crude .ultra-leftism, but in .the case®af the RCP,USA it
is out»ahd -out social-chauvinism. . Which imperialist’ power has & particular
interest in “opposing such movements? . The .USA, of course' And which organi-
“of the RIM fights this so-called natmnal chauyinism® with particular
zea‘i? He Nhy‘ the RCP,USAI DeSpite their Toud protestations of revolutionary,

t
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purity, the RCP,USA are. not infrequently found to ‘be objectively on the

same side as their “"own* bourgeoisie, as in the case. of their unsolicited
advice to the.PLO and during their contemptible attacks on Deng Xieoping
duing:his visit to the USA.. . =~ - |

jally those from the Third“World."’ But .it IS -essential..to make use of inters
imperialist: contradictions in order-to weaken the  imperialist camp _snd broaden
and. deepen "the anti-imperialist icamp:’nAll of .the RIM organisations would
do well to ponder*Mao's insistence that.tactics must be guided by principles

Suchy ‘critidisn’ annét be™levelled at '411the organisations of the RIM, espec-

which ‘'make' use 'of contradittions,  Win.over -the -many, oppose the few and

crush our enemies one by one® (Ibid, p.444) i

i FERER g
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Thé Llass -Struéij 1 € in the Imperialist Countries

The. most important thing to be said about the class struggle in the imperialist.
countries . is, as, has ~&lready “been rémarked, -that the working class is in -

a_temporary  alliance "with the bourgeoisie. This - alliance is against the

long=term . cbjective interest’ of the .vast majority of  the working class,
but. it exists nevertheless and it ‘has deep foundations. - It should be added ‘-

that here and in the discussion which follows, it is the ten or so great:

powers which are fully imperialist which are being referred to. Such countries
as Greece, Bulgaria have quite different characteristics and the prospects
there -for the revolutionary . struggle are quite different. - The RIM; though,
.are unable to make such distinctions, as we have seen.on the question . of

national defence. . -

The Bolskevik revolution of 1917 marked, hot the beginning of the socialist
- revolution in . the -advanced capitalist countries of the 'west, coming as it
did in one of the most backward countries of Europe, moreover a country

which straddled Europe and Asia,  but the decisive shift in the centre. of

the world ‘proletarian revolution to the East. & As. Mao *said: - “The, salvoes
of the Russian revch’xtigp brought Marxism-to China.® ‘

Marx and Engels thought that "the proletarian revolution would occur first
in the ‘advanced® countries of the West, which were- ripest. for revolution
in the sense of the level of development of the productive forces. But
the developmient of imperfalfsm and the consequent plunder of the oppressed
countries  meant firstly, that the boureoisie .were able to buy off whole
strata of better paid workers, and, ‘secondly ‘that the productive forces

of the imperialist countries were constantly developed, ‘not- held back, with -

resultant rising living standards for the mass .of the working class. The
vast majority of the working class- of the . imperialist countries have not
faced the necessity for revolution for around a hundred years,' ‘Indeed,
they have supported, to a greater or lesser degree, ~imperialist dominatior
of the oppressed countries and of oppressed ‘nations=gnd national minorities
in their "own" countries. The attitude of .the English .workers to Irelant
and of white to black Americans are cases in point. . The other side of this
coin has been the increasing immiseration of and brutal dictatorship over
_ the peoples of the Third World by imperialism, which, has led to a constani
revalutionary ferment there. oty b T ufia _

In ,general, the form that the struggle in the inperialist countries hat
-taken ‘since around the turn of " the century has been- an argument over the
division  ofi the, national cake, including> plunder from the Third World
The working . class has not risen to ‘the level of even questioning, Tet alem
challenging the capitalist” order. . It 1is striking that even the profoun
crisis sround World War ‘One did not-seriously shake bourgepis rule in th
imperialist countries, save for the special case of Russia: even the uprisim
in Germany was quelled relatively easily. i

1
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For'many *years 1i" the*Margist-Leninist Hovemeht: thers was' an Implicit belief

thatTthe working e148s Wabsubjectivel} revoldtionafy bust waé being ‘betrayed’
by 1ts leaders.l’‘An eab1y article in j‘jﬁ?mﬁifﬁ?é}.‘gn‘igf'st*f"qg‘a‘r-teﬂjf '?t_he Jourpal
of " 'the “RCL'S “predecesSor” ‘the CFB 'ML)~Elaimed ‘that' the  Gerdian “revolutign
of "1918 “Failéd - becauser ‘the 'German' workers  had -npt"'iq“?ﬁlga&er of the statire
of Lefitht "But this begs” the question, - Why did Ru ’_;s’?!,lai*bn}ﬁg for‘t’ﬁ‘;"a‘fi;epj;i;‘;,
at that time? ‘And why did'China*later Ekring forth a‘Mad? - Objective conditivns
CREATE "Yéaders and give ‘thém'the cbafiderice ofthe Wasses.” As 'Engels once
remarked ‘treachery’ 1is a, stupid explanation for failure, By and large,
the working class gets the | leaders it''desérves.  The £nglish ‘workers get
such’ Teaders as Bill 4_S'1r_s-1tg'ec§qg,a these ‘Teaders represent the .aspirations
and"desires 'of the average worker. ‘Treschery' was NOT the reason why.most
‘of ‘the “organised working tlass failed to support. the miners’ ‘strike of 1984-
85, as some of “the 'left’ haye’ cldimed. - “Quite: simply, the majority of  the
Class did not "WANT to give ‘more than’ token support: if they ‘had wished to
do so, they would have found the means and, swept aside leaders like, Bill

Sirsin’the process,, .- v Y il ol
- Lo SRR s YTy onc oTATY 4

The consequence "of ~ the forgding. analysis is not, as. some Have suggested,
that nothing can be done” in the imperiali st countries ‘except to wait for
the Third World to overthrow imperialism: it sinply means that, our strategy
‘and tactics must ,reflect the realities .described. ‘. Ihe ‘'Declaration' of
the RIM appears to ‘recognise these realities, particularly the plunder from
the oppressed countries and the degree to, which the working class, benefit
from this plunder.  And yet, thé RIM claim that “mess revolutionary struggies
.o« developed in most of the Westérn fmperfalist countries especially, in
the 1960's...* (p.10). = It 1is clear from the text that the RIM consider
that' the working. class was {nvolved in “mass  revolutionary struggles®,
But 1in fact, only three fimperialist’ countries were 'seriously affected by
the revolutionary upsurge of the 60s, and in none of ‘them did the proletariat
as a “class for itself" came to the fore.. ' el ; ‘

>

In France, in ‘the events of 1968, . only at™ the, end and in relatively small
numbers,” did the working class tske part. France 68 was essentially a
student” uprising and- doomed to failure. - The other cases were different.
In'“"the USA mass NATIONAL rebellions of black people ‘erupted. “And. in the
UK, 1n_the -internal colony of northern Ireland, the NATIONAL revolution
took to arms ‘once again.  This, of course, 1s not accidental. ' Minority
nations ' and: mationalities suffer considerable’ oppression at  the hands® of .
the majority population in the imperialist countries. .1t'has’ already been
remarked that most of the majority proletariat, to & greater or lesser degree,
connive in it and they are deeply infected with the racism and chauvinism
which the bourgeoisie propagate to Justify. .and bolster such oppression,
Contrary to the dreams of the RIM, who attach equal importance to the socialist
revolution in the West and the national democratic revolution in the East,
there is' no prospect for revolutionary advance in the Hest until significant
sections of the white working class, under the” impact. of the crisis, bresk
away from the. ideology and politics of what Samir Amin hds called the "social-
democratic ' alliance”, i.e." the alliance of the 'working class -with the
imperialists. ' There are signs of this happening,, But it will be a long -
process, the .necessity for which the RIM do not récogiise. ‘For the present,
and forseeable future, it is in the Third World that revolutionary opportunities
will present themselves.’ R & '
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But - for the RIM, the revolutionary prospect in. the 1imperialist countries
are "more favoursble than 1in any time in recent memory” (p.10}). This is
true from a long-term perspectiyve, . .But .t is cleap, that the RIM,are thinking
n'. the short-term. ' In" particular, Ing o5 a' Third" Wbrld war

! o particutar, they are banking on a Third:World wa
eripting  fairly. 'soon  and precipitating s revolutiopery situation.: It s
g’érd though to. see how a. proletariat which. has shared'in {mperialist plunder
o, decades and has Shown Tittle sign,of a,.firm class,. let slone revolutionary
consclousness,. is..syddenly  going . to become, revolutionary, even under, the
mpact. of war.” Certainly they -did not in MWorld-Wans .One and Two . _.; ..
and since then;the proiétariat has bécome even less subjectively revolutionary,

Giveh the genersl ideological outlook of the' RIM,  their rfejéﬁﬁniti-on' of the
effect of imperialism on the working class’ of .the {imperialist .countries,
‘Coupled "with their ‘insistence 'that the prospects :for . revolution dn_these
countries are’ good, -1t s hard to avoid-the conclusion that what they have

in mind s not a revolutfon, but a putsch. ~If ‘the adventurist, elftist
style of the RCP,USA is anything to go by, this is Jdndeed the case, " .

The RIM treat the struggle of 'the oppressed” nations and nationalities in
~the .imperialist countries in a chauvinist way which fails to ‘récognise that
these . struggles are autonomous - struggles against imperiaiism, .pot. simply
an aspect of the proletariat's striggle, Thus such events as the uprisings
in: Britain in 1981 are déscribed as being carried out “by the ‘lower strata
of the “proletariat™ (p.10} ‘and thehastional minorities are 'said. to be "an

important part of a single multi-nationsl pr'g‘t-etariatf" I(;g)l’43§,"_

That the vast majority of national mirority people in the imperial{st countries
- Turks in Germany; Moroccans “"and Algerians. in France; Asians, Irish™and
West' Indtan$ 1in Britain '- are proletarians, and in , the lowest strata at
that, is not in doubt. Indeed it .was_and is' ovefwhelmingly praletarians
who have taken part in the national uprisings’ in the USA, northern Ireland
and Britain.  This fact is of tremendous importance. for the development
of ' a revolutionary strategy. But ‘at present it 1is their NATIONALITY not
their class, which mainly accounts for exploitation and oppression which
they suffer. Their very presence in these, countries 1is a2 direct result
of imperialist domination of their homelands. Driven from' their homes by
imperialism, they arrive in the "‘mother country' "énly. to “find themselves
in the lowest and’ worst-paid” jobs, subject. to innumérable forms of racial
discrimination and harassment and the “victims 'of wvicious attacks by the
palice and ‘fascist thugs. As a direct consequence,|national minorfty people
in general have a far more developed politicel consciqusness than the majority
population and are in the forefront of the struggle against imperialism.
Simply to describe national minority proletarisns  as “an {fmportant part
<eee " gros$ly underestimates the objective importance of national minority
struggles, And it 1is another form of the RIM chadvinism which refuses to
givé full support to national struggles against imperialism of ALL classes.

The view which blithely ASSERTS that there ‘is a “single multi-national working
class’ -ignores ‘these considerations and is objectivély a ‘left* form of
the bourgeois view' that “nationa] minorities should -be ‘assimilated’, i.e.
their culture destroyed, their national rights trampled on,.their .very existence
threatened. It 1is this viewpoint .which gives rise to such facile slogans
8s 'Black and White, Unite and Fight' idgnoring the “femporary alliance of
the " working class . with the bourgecisie, and to the “drauvinist assertion

that. racism is devised by “the bourgeoisie  to 'split. the working class®.

i .
-
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Racism - IS used for this purpose. But it arose as an ﬁdeolqgica! Justific~
ation for colonialism and imperialism and is principally .used by the_bourgeoisie
to gain working.class support for' natiohal oppression,- with 1o sMall measure
of success. Nowhere 1in the .RIM's ‘Declaration', nbr !in-the practice of.
its adhering organisations that ‘are known to the authdr, is there any recog-,
‘nition of these facts. ‘

* x ok k * Kk k% %

“This -criticism of the: 'Declaration' of the RIM is by no means exhaustive.
But it has shown that its adhering parties -and organisations ‘represent an
old tradition of the international communist moyementjwbith must be decisively
broken .with, if the movement. is to. progress. To rise to the level of theoret-
ically - comprehending ~and, eventually, Teading the world proletarian revol-
utionary struggle, a radical rupture is required with old Eurocentric ideas
which* have, as Lenin put it, “gaze(d) with awe upon; the posteriors of the
proletariat" of the imperialist countries and their backward even reactionary,
struggles, -and ‘refused “to recogrise that it ~is the; oppressed peoples and
nations who -are in the forefront of the struggte against imperialism. The
RIM though have regressed even from the 1imited understanding that the movement
‘gained in the 1960's in- the .course of the .polemics against modern revisionism.

They are indeed ultra-left revisionists. -

* ok kK Kk Kx Kk & i
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Postscript @ mme milippines Revolution

This article was written in 1986. ghortly aflervards, the
Committee of R.1.¥. sent an open letter to the Central Commitiee
of the Communizt Party of the Philippines {CPF).

The ietter (publishe&.i&-g World To Win No.8 ) is ¢sied March 1987,
and takes the CPP to task, stating in its firsi paragrashs:

® Indced, the inability of the CPP to find i%¢ bearings amidqgi the
. political crisis and ultimate fall of the Marcos regime in oxger
to carry forward the vevoluiionary way has now glven rise o
political crisis in the (PP itself, and even to mounting teudencies
‘towards ontright capitulation.® : » . '
The open letter sondemns the CPP's gelf-criticism, in which fhe pasiy
deslares that it made an errvor inm calling for a boycoett of the elsolinpg
i vhich Harcds was overihirowiis

Towsrds its sonslusion, RIM's letter sums up its criticisms thusg

% Tn guway the fdepthe of the ideological znd politieal deterioration
of the Pariy, which results in neo swall way from the refusal to
take o clear stand beiween Mac Toetung Thought and revisionisw,
have become truly alarmingi- The class nature of ihe regime you
were fighting was lost sight ofy, the necessity %o gmesh the entive
repressive apparatuy increasingly downplayed, bourgeois=~democratic
notions of imederp~day republics! were promoied, as wrong concepiions
of 4he vath ané goal of the revolution have come 1o the foregw The
proletariat has been progressively subordinated to other class forces,

imperislist puppets are promoted as sprogressivest and 'reformists’
and one of the original sirvengths of the CPY, that of rallying the
peasants in 5 gemnine people'’s war as the main force for revolution,
is inoressingly put on a par {or even subordinated to) united action
with bourgesis sirata in the citiesj~ Imperi iist countr
iyssted as socisiist ones, dependent countries ag ind pandent
revolutionary regimes, and eventually the necessity or possibility
of goupletely rupting with imperialism begins to give way to
tyractical’ plans. fo come to terms with imperialism, posgibly
wunder the banner of the Tnecessity' of Soviet aid. ¥ :

4 iittle over a yesr has passed sincg the BRIk letter was produced,

and it shouléd be guite olear by now that, far from heading for vYoulright
capitulation®, the CPP remzins in the vanguard pf what the US
i1dentifies as the fasteat growing insurgent movement in the world.
Tts commitment iz unwavering.

RI¥'s anglysis waz plainly wrenge Morgist-Leninhists have always recognized
that the workers and peasants cannol take political power by peaceful meanst
the oppressing classes invariably uee violence to deny thet desirable
svhion to them, Therefore, 2 marxiste-leninist party has to develop

s strategy which invelves, ai some voint, & nmass armed revolulionar
seizure of power, But a party of the working class is duty beund fo

smek the line of advance vhich is least eoptly te the masses in terms

of Tast lives, injuries end material deptructions

denve the importance of forging alliances « even confiitdonal,
temporary ones - with &ll who tan he unlted agzainst the main enemy.

mhig beings added strength Lo the revoiuniianery forces and weakens the

e L hhe + 4 ] .
power of the resctionary forces. It is stupid to do anything else.



- 54 - ,

Waen a revolutionary pariy seeks o build alliasnces, 4t must expect
tc make goncessions “f’vhe non-proletarian classes and strata, which
have interesis whick diverge from or even confliict with thoge of

LN

the working Ll&&&o . ,
They cannot be exp e:ted ‘to enter dnte any alllance without hawing

5 vetprns The- reve}u+aaﬂary party nust hs.rsaag o offex

sgliid iy

cancessic end umr&%tneﬁ, baut must be carseful not ﬁo surrender

ite indepen é ence, and not to bet tray ‘the ‘uﬂﬁamen tal - interestis

of %the masses,, o -

he art of making such slliznces lies i deuerm;nzn Mbat has to bé
given $¢-eetzblish the alliancey while_ ot losing grasp of the
necessity 67 retaining boih' the leading rcﬁe.o4;the.revolntio&ary'
nardy and the ezsential. elemenis of power {P”lu r*;y the revoluiionaxy
srmed foy in the hands of the working. people

a party with a-very sophisticated st“ategy
one. FProm . the esrly ¥70s, it saw the darget

f ‘48 b ~the:“n~ﬁavgus dictatorship¥s This never meant

hp “was forgetiing elements of {he oppressing classes who were

not grouped sround Marccsy or that it was failing to take a class

stand, ; : )

1 spinates the Philippines economyj the USA equips

) S of %he Philibpines {AFP) and plays a major role

in g iis offiser corpsy it has fwo massive bases in the

Phi es and.other military installations.

The rery Marvees dictatorship inclulsd the &F? and the

stz DIBRT I : targed of the revolutioﬁ

ot sveos dickator s _ eximlised the sccpe for :

bui iiancess at the sams jine, %aking into conaideration

exs + was being torgetied { met just Marcos as an individumal,

but ie siate crier which male up the dictators hip) it ds’

sle it was striking at the lyacBpin and cove of the entire .

S¥s : lass .and national oppression in the Philippines,

Aquine has now steppsd  into Martos? shoes, and one day, when hexr.

ugeful z 3% a%t an end, she will no doubt be veplaced in her turn,

When the revoluniicn does win ont, enmploying e similar approach to.

that against Marceosy it should be quite clear ithat, even though

elements ©f the presesnt ruling classes, which ook an enti-dictatorshp

posit "m%i11 reinin some power and influence, the dominant

posit in the Philispines will then be held by the workers and

peasa they cen then fransform Filipp ino soeiety as they wish.
reoz reglne was overthrown, and Aquino took offiecs, the
ry foveea weve faced with a vévy difficult positicn, As’
vreos movement had zeined momeniwe, the US had swung iis
ind Aguinc, It was cléar whai role ‘it ‘wished her to playe

iouine promissd Gemecracysiand reformyliberalisation of legislati
nz the unionm, and the removal of the US bawes when the -
' ngerning them rans out,in 1992, Her first cabinet
inority of 1liberal figurss {incliéilg the Labour mxnister}
tment to demosrasy and pro-pecple re crm was never in donbti.




Mont of the workers and paasnnts had 1ittle or 6o sonfifdence that
Equine cffe*eé ‘them anything better ihan Marcos. Bui large ssciions
of the middle strata who had been drawn towards the National
Pemocratic Front during the anti+Marcoz strusggle balieved that

Aquine could offer «'real improvement.
If the PP and &aﬁieﬁei:%emscra%ia Front ( NDF = the united front

in which %ﬁe CPP workg, and which RIM elqregavés) had taken the

course whic Riﬁ ev~eent35 “thought was ‘right - f.e. to say that

rothing haé chang,d and-the srmed strugglie would zo on regardless -

then they would hive risked’ ‘Yosing an imporiant section ef their
#liies, which would- ﬁave meant'a grave setback for the revolution,

The CPP and X0P had 0 get whal they couwld out 6f the new situaiien
in the pecpln?éﬂ-azereﬁts without providing openings for the new
regine and z“e LFP te split and uaéermine the revolutionary alliance
ot the lsgal popular movements {of which RIM does not 4ske any
aecount, 5eS?i€aﬁg lsgal work in e country like the Philippines,

even when undérieken by vadioal bodies like the First of May Movenment
{¥¥y), the iﬁé endent labour federation, or Jﬁﬁﬁlﬁuny the federation
izations, §s+h of ahich mobilise hundreds of thousands

¥ PPN

ngiy éeciéa&.thaﬁ_ ra ﬁew ?ccn;e s Ammj “shouid restriet
.to defenaive pres while the poasibilities of achieving
&

new régime were explorefs Eventuslly, & ceasefire

-
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The HDP proclaimed iis W&LliﬂfﬂESS to conduct serious negotistions
with Agquine, bnu 8% the fame time,; set out uhé minjmem it roguired

" the ceasefire was to becoms peimanent, ‘Bigo lﬁSﬁﬂteé that

the “PA'wealﬁ net give up its guns as pard of the ceanefire, In

the event, the Agl ino 6@ver%maﬁt gshowesd that 1t was incapable of :
agreeing to the winimel reforms which the NUF called for: it basically
sought the surrender of the revolutionary Porces* The coasefirs

ended withoui any agreement being reached, and the revelutionary

way conbtinued with renewed force.

betuween sguino's election victory and the end of the
& HRF al;‘. cwed the Aguing governmment every chance to _

character and ensired that the alliances built during
ayra wer «unvsevveéa

turing the ceasefire period, NDF leaders took full advantege of the
STportt Hit&e they had to give interviews to the 1@g&1 prezs and to
kave a dialogue with legal ﬁppos‘tieﬁ forces, The ceasefire also
enhanced -the intprﬁau;ezal standing of the EDF : the fact that the
Aquino regime feli the nced %o negotiaste with it only underlined
ita gitrength - a point not lost on the Marcos loyalists.

4 genuipe revolutionary party must be strict in adhering-to its -
principles; but be extremely f;exible 15 tne strategy’aaé tactics
oy whieh it works ”er revolution. The CPP ie such & paritys. RIM's
ri*iclqms merely reveal ifs éogmatzam, ‘its inability 16 analyse
conerets situation, the shallowness of its grasp of HMarxzisme
ninxam, which lesaves 1% incapable sf elther developing a muliie
lsvered sirvategy for fighitimg for ths desitruetion of imperialisme
g sush a strategy when cthers have cone,,

* 0 € w’
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In 1936, Lu Iua, the great Chinese revalutionary writer, recieved a
Tetter goncerning the policy of the Chinese Communist Party,  fhe
letter said 'of the communistes » ‘ :
" They have nade & ¥oIltewlace, abandoned their class stand
"izsued new declarations and sent repraaentatives.taﬁaegutiate
with ;ﬁg‘bur&auqrats, peziticag5<agé;waﬁlcrék, iﬁci&éingfthésé
who slaughtersd the.masses, in order-tc form a ‘united frontit
with thems They huve put avay their own banner and confuged
the pgggge’s,minéﬂy-makingvthefmasses belisve that &1l those
bareancrgts, peliticans and executioners gre nationsl
reﬁbiﬁﬁisaaﬁies'ﬂhorwill‘IESist_Jagan teo, The result ean .
enly be to deliver e revolutionary masses into fthe hands
qfl%ﬁoae-executiqners‘far'fuxther slaughter,s . S
Miis leiter was wriften by a vepresentative of the Chineae Trotskyists,
it is Hot mecidental that ity criticisms of the CPP should sesm
like an eche of 1t, Lo xun vesponded ‘sharply to this lstter, commentin gy

" Your 'theoryt is certainly much loftier than that of Mae
Jedong) yours is high in the sky, while his is simply an
the ground. Bui admirable as 1is puch loftiness, it will
anfortunately be Just the thing welcomed by the Jepanese

. aggregscrs, Hence I féar.that,it,will &rop from the sky, .

- and when it does ¢ 2ay land on the filthiest Place on earth,m «
¥ho was right 7 Ching achieved ite Iiberation thirtesn years after
this exchange. dosk place, The pra&tice,@f.ihe-Cnmmamist-?arty of the
Phiiippines has already shown. how untjustifisg the ceriticisms of RIM
were, The.revolution is now at g stage when the firgt steps to -
establish & Provisional Revolutionary Government ars already befng

taken,
Faced with the threst of rapidly esealatsi tervention in
cxder to hold back the HDFfs advance, the F;;lippiﬁes’,revciu%icn
nesds solidarity, not the denunciation aof organisations wWhich
cannot recognise a revslution if it éoes mnot £it in with their

own rigid feraulas, h

% Exchange of letiers Froms S o -
Eu Xun, Selected Works Volume 4, pages 279-282 {FLp, Beljing),

o e R e B8

For,relisbie'iﬂformaticn;on the ..
struggle in the Fhilippiges

NEW ERA BOOKS stosks ¢

LY

"Liberation s published by the Nations: Dempcretic Front of
O i M e e
the Philippines,

.Kasaaav t biemonthly newsletier of the Britishsbgsed

Prilippines Support Group, .

ig;ass Stru ‘Ig,'the"political paper of the RCL, freguently _
Tarries report on the‘revblutign&ry'struggle‘;n'the Philiypigesa

’
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Review : Tetsuzo Fuwa STALIN & GREAT POWER CHAUVINISM

Stelin end Grest Power Chauvinism makes for uncomforialle

reading for any imternstioralist. Suck -an amdltisus survey of

the origins ané developuent of gréat power chauvinisn in the Seviet
Guiom requires. serious study, and this brisf review can aaly touch
wpon some of tha qugst jons raised in $etsuzc Fawals sxplanatiaa@ B

Undoubiedly, the question of aatienaz chaunvinism under Sielin aad
that of modern day Soviet Union are inter-related. 4 clear under-
standing of the drive for hegemcny, partisularly its origias, densnds
a theoreticel understanding of the "Sialia Quesiion”. But Puwa's
end8savours imglies thaty apart from 2 brief period undey Lenin, ﬁhﬂ
Soviet state has bhsen the inbertors of the hegenonist traditionm of -
the Tears. In effast, stating that little hes changaed in Soviet
forelign poliegy, that stbstantiglly tsarist plans ‘provide the guidancs
for Soviet behaviour. Furihsramorse, hip over-riding concern is %o
demongirate that ¢

%, othe ﬁalic;es and sotions of the present Soviet leadership
arﬁs in many regpecis, an extension of the greet-powser
chauvinisge and hegemonism of Stalin.®

In sitressing the grave mistakes under Stalin, Puwa everstresses the
gsubjective factor, In an inguiry that centres on the diplomatie, the
eax‘gﬁal, esononiec and political factors are largerly absent. He
under-estimates {he msterigl and ifeclogical basis of great rubsian
chauvvinisn that besams epidemiec in Stalin's later years,

It is shvious that Khrushchevian revisionism drew on currents within
the Communizt Party &f the Soviet Union {CPSU} and Soviet society aud
&id mnet epriuvg into 1ife upon Sialin'sz @eatﬂ in 1953, But the
continuity in Fuwa's indictéent is quesifonsble,

Puws does not pive racognition 46 the v@ality of two epochs in guestiony
that when the Soviet Union under S8%alin picreered, withoui preceedsct
te guide or build uwpon, the comstrugsiion of & sceialist socistys
and that of the beitrayal of Marxism-Lenindism and mroletarise
inte*&a*ioﬁhlism By & new exploiﬁatiwe rule first represented by

¥ Ehrushohev, That iz vhait Faws neglea%g, that which aiffarentates
@he gross acte of chawvinist interference unfey Stalin from that of
the post-Jialin lesdersiip s the vernicious pursuil of hezemony.

The feature that binds both epochs is that under Stalin thers was an
accomulstion of errors thet were incompatible with sommuniat primecinie
and which haéd & marked negative impacet on Soviet pelicy, Instend of
eorrecting sech distortions in inter-state and ga@ty relotiont, the
revigioniets have refined them into » criminal docirine to justify
armed interference in others internal affairs, sﬁch as in the L
dizsastrous occevpation of ifghanistan. -

e changing impetus for Soviet pulisy is absen from Fuwa's acocunt
of great pewer cheuvinism, Soéviet ﬁllitary -3 ategyg before the -
destruction of socislism in the Soviei Uni e&;_ﬁas'ée'conetfucﬁ &
gefensive force capable of proifseiing the USSH. By ithe 1960's

rapid militardization projected military stralegy far beyond its
vorder areas.
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'ﬁcxieﬁ &éaiza‘?ﬁetgi G#rshkav 5eseri§$é tne precaas of aeaniag strdnq.ip
mavel Fuoilition as. %he~§¢vie% pavytd ® eanversion inte a real forve
‘ggpihle of a&sﬁring %he ﬁ%a%& intersst of the Soviet Tnion - fn the

Werld Coesn.®

The §ﬁxaait ﬁf aﬁ ezgﬁhsiﬁnist fozeiga palicy Eﬁﬁ&& 3rezhaa? was nade
all fhe vesshusry By the inability of the Soviet e}ite ‘t¢ escaps the
dre of coonomis stagnation aand inefficidncy at hopwy & kﬁﬁ?&éﬁiﬂ policy
gerved ths neads, Both: 'politieal &nd ssoncaie, to gecure contrsl of
soenonie regourtes of oider sountries. Thie mspect Fuwa fzils o covery
the Juperpower conténtion. to dominste the Third Wopld; ¢ith the Soviet
Union courting setiomal hpurgesisie ints éepﬁiﬁeﬁe? upen tha Sgwviel

‘ghibﬁ for 1$a§§g ﬁi‘itsry sups 1;@& 840,

ER & +§earetia&l at*eagt to éxplain Soviet actioms - in terms other tham

Superpowsr oompetifion, avie?(sch¢o1s promgting ‘the none=capitalist poad
of davelopment and the revolutionary vole of the ﬁrmea forees in sociael

transfaraaiiea ﬁﬁraﬁg iato action,

?he author*s caacepuual framewcrk iaposes an iﬁterﬁreﬁati@n of Soviet
hegemony at odds with & mariist understending. It Kaz an dnterpel naaia
thet Puws covers uwp for ia. his essertion thet the ¥uoi causs 1s 1o be

feuré‘ia Su&liﬁt

Withinfﬁhe Tnternational pemmunist Movement, the CBIU{E) under Stalin
underedook digecst iﬁuerz&reﬁha in ihe iub&faai affairs of othss
coumunist parties. Thsse &t%eﬁ;ta te liquidhdie o beplace tha -ri tative
of eother pariiesz were not: uit&a&t domestic supporters. i# the :
Bolgerian communist Bimi ey - put it 5 Tihe touchwtone of p?ﬁlﬁtﬁri&a
internationalisn was the &nﬁgﬁéitiﬁﬁ&‘ suppost of the USSR, Semmunists
had o fight the enemiss ef the USSH, & faelor eviéeat-iﬁ-tgssgﬁgﬁfs
wepid switen ia—gasi*iaaﬂunt tns culbreak of the 1@¥§~ﬁ%'war¢ e .

Cemponent paris of the Third Enﬁsrtamzanal baoameyg - a: ten willing&y
embroilled in the diplematic tastics of the HSoviet: state $o the
é@#eWimant a ﬂavelgy‘ﬂg & nationsl m&rxist PrOgTAELe.

YRy saah iaterfereﬁce bacame entrencha il &pé ?ﬁﬁfgbuﬁ by 9bher sopmunist
parties, as Iate as the Texecommuniscation' of the Y&g&ﬁia? *arty, iz mot
examined. Wiy %8y it that not only the CPSU(B} bui others imcked a spirit

of equality ? Eia nat the programms of the Third Intevnaticnal contain

s ‘¢lavks sbout ¥"ihe Boviet s%&*s veing sl ihe Forges si- its oommpnd to
safeguard and. saypc** the patiomel cultures of rnatione that have iLiberaiesd
thewpgelves from ﬁ&?it&liﬁﬁa“ ¢ Buch paternaliat themes ars mot iouched

upen in Fuwa's brief rewisw of the Nla&&t on of proletarian igternationalism,

ﬁang of the miatakes, %ath in aameﬁzfﬁ aﬁ@ fﬁ“eib ws*ievg were products
ef ﬁisearicgi conditiong @ore poveriul than say Qﬁﬁ mefe Any othex
couslusion i a pejectioniof higtorical materialism, But the sﬁlea“i?ity
ix Fuwa's assomnt igaarss ﬁany ev%saaea that need ﬁnrthgr lﬂyﬁg§i§&tiG§eA

Fo? instasice, he aﬁapta %ﬁe techniq&g of caﬂtr&mzing Stazinﬁs &e%xoas _
with Lewin's words. Yot Leénmin shares tha collevtive political. responsibility

for the eliminafion of csutrifugal forces such as in the Uentral Anian
regahl*es wiioch kad én%aygé ge fecty iﬂﬁ&?en&&ﬂﬁeai;
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The e&*ly hoviet state saw off the challenge &nsﬁﬂi&tﬁﬁ with
bL*waﬁ“uaSLEVg He wis & loeal belshevik ?eﬂdér whe . Qaestzcae&
whether the yr@’atarxan of the advanced couniries canme suviocmatically
to the colenis® aresas in the role of liberatars.. Raving sountributed
from the 19156 Central Asien revell onwards tSLBrE&kaﬁg the *priscn
heouse of natiens¥, Sultap-Galiev, and his foll L GUOTS Werd illmé .sposed
to see a possible resurrection wnder the guise of Sovist an%z—;slaaic

eamgaigna. Thaiyr revolt was crushed, . - IR

ﬁiverg&nce from both the letter and spirii of the ﬁatlcaa;;ties gﬁ‘iey .
formulated by the young Soviet state was noi Stalin*s ss*e *esgansiaiiity
even when olearly implicated in such acktion. Fuwa's focus on the -

personality rather than the sseial *éraes st work side steyq the whole

anslysis of the comsegusnces of expediency both at the cenire and
periphery, -

The gap that developed between itheory and practice in the nationalities
uﬁstieﬁ isye acsor&iﬁ& to contemporary crities, in tha - tinertis of
een%r&% sw?® snd great pow rer peyenology of maty ‘party apparatchikst®
that shotrucied ia%er«re;ualz; relations,

Stalin, the soa of an oppress s8 class within an oppressed nation,
swersaw the development of building a-eocid_is soeiety within the
houndsries of a multi-nationel siate

Under Stalin, the Soviet steie gid take cobcrete steps on ithe road
from the Larmgf souelity of peopl proclaimed by the revelution to
actusl equality; promoting the eultures and languager of formexrly
sppressed peoyples,

Foawa i”*ﬂ“#s that Stslints 1913 gev& "Marxisn and ithe Yatisnal Questionv
waE snperseeﬁ By the 1529 polsmic "The Na wtional Uaestlon and Lenianiam¥,
Iy thiz articlié, Stelin advanced *hﬂ giscussion uvn nations which had
u“iﬁeﬁ gﬁ thu foundatione of the Soviet syztem, In thzs, Stalin stated
that the story of ’550*3133% in ohe country? doesnot creste the
aa;essarv as?&*ti na for tﬁe aigam&t on of npiions and naiionsl 1anguagee,
on the contrary : “this pericd. cieztes favourable conditions for the
issance snd e fflcrescence of the natiftns that were formerly

.

rens
egp:c sed by "saVift imperislism® o g
The CPSU{B} affirmesd its duty %0 support T the national develepment’

of sach people in emch pationel republic, While the impervatives of
developnent 2id plzy & ra*t in & wnag ading the importance of the

nationalities guestion, as imporiani was the growih of wred patriotisme

tdat eherished the growing °heuees€g of. Soviet power Te This degensrated

into an oppressive russophilism.

The vevision of aititudes fowards sssentially Russian histary wak
part of a proecess of building up a “euﬂé of hhi*onal pride and

getermination admidst sn encirclement of hostile capL%&Tiﬁt powerse
The revival of Russisn natiomglist sentiment and sgitation was sccaapanséé

by a crackdown on "rnstionslist deviatlons®. Inc reseingly there wag &

sne=sided analysis of the isarist iaherbtance.-,atalin:has rersonal

vespoﬁginili*v in endorsing such tendencies ¢ his 1834 article
piticised Engels for "overssiimating® the reacuxonary »ole of

%he Tearis policies.

i»
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Phere im Stelin’s ¢ieplay of cheuvinism. in his femous Soast
in béﬁﬁﬁr ef Red srmy Commanders on Hay 24; 19452

€. 1 urﬂsk in th% f*vs\ Flac@ te the health-of the Husaian -
pespie becanss 4% iz the mosi vuts%&ﬂé ing na&ion of all
the ngtions f@*miﬁg the newzet Unisn

"ﬁvegcse a toast to the he salik of tbe Eua»i&n people
pecause it has wonm in ihis wax uaiveresl recognition &=

the L%&élﬁg forsce of the aa?éei Uniocn amoag sXl the pecples
&% our LaﬁntrVe

T pvopsse a teast to the heelth of ths Kussisn people moi only
hé?&&ﬁv it is ihe Zsaaiug peopie, but also because it posseases
& olear mind, & steunch charscter and petlence.®

Zhis wes not aimply 2 sase of éxtrubance in the wake of Vivtory,
Staling a&u_aeias&~* lait Nﬁgcav, geclared in his *Greetings
Hepsage to Hosscow® in ,e§&nmgar 1947

= %he service Moncow sendersd is grimerily that it becaue

ths besis for witing disunited Russia into a single-sta*&g
with & single government and 2 single leaderaship.ees

cee The histbric service which Hoscow randered: is that it
hag been snd. remeine the baziz esnd. thé iniiiator dn én& S

creation of & seniralized suate in Russig.®

Undar Sup¢ia 8 later years there wag an woashsemed promoilon of
Great Russian 9at riotisz ns identical wiih Soviet patriolisme
The sin of #pationalist deviatisn® had besn oftern oited durisg
tke PURGES of the 33295 . that decimaled the govermments of
aany  Soviet republics. & ;@g&cy 8t11Y %o be resolved wag the
féﬁper stion of eight nstionalities from their homelande during
-¥orld ¥Wer Two& The justifiestion for such action came casily to
Stalifie ¥e had peinted out in *The Feundauticns of Leninisw® thats

# Tn the forties of the last ceuntory Marx supported the : national
~ movement of the Poles and Hungarisrs and was opposed to the
atiomel movement of the Uzechs and South Slavs, Why ¥ Becsuse
the Czeshs snd the Souih Slava vere then ‘reactionary znations®.®
EN
&

The desipnation of 'reastionary uations® sould be equaeily agg?iaa
tuenity years leter o sonme of the nationg of the North Ceucasus,
‘the Crimsa and Asianm bor devlends. The deportation polisy that

was spriiisd to thesde naticnniities cocurrsd. whén people; such
e Volas Cormans, were cherged en masses of concealing

wgneniea of the Joviet people® and pudjsct to mass populstion
tranafar. Sueh policy decisiom didnot lay with Stelin alone but.
had widse @-‘icai gupport. $o siigeatise a whole. nationality. There
was %o hint of assllisbhorstion of the pesple from Meskheiis when
they were ﬁepartéé in Hovembsey 1944, The Cermans had beeh besten
ﬁ&ﬂkg and had net been within hﬁﬁﬁ“éﬁ miles of the areas The
c&ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁg the larpest single people te suffer deportation, had

won 44 decorations in the Red Army and countributed twelve million
woubles o ithe war a?fart by Goteber 1842. Yet they were éeﬁort&&
en mass in early 1944 charged that™ * the- main*masues of the -
population® had nod ze»gs*se the invaders.

Thene nations vere a0t physisslly sanl i;ateﬁ, but the méaenre@
takoy ageinst thew reflected’a Lausk Qf faith in officel -
antionalities policy. Such BMeasurses continued after the threst -
receedsds ir, the last major operatichs, Soviet Greeks were depgrted

ip 1949 to Epzabhetsae

® ?eﬁ&a Geymaniy Kgimvasg ﬁrimﬁaa marsazeg cuechens, neskﬁg%iaus
~ﬁg¢g&iv Karaanai and Beikers nationslities,
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What eclours Tetsuzo Fuwe's atalysis of such events is his
zusertion that Russian Great Power chauv-u1sm #ig t& be found
in the national’ uhau?inxsm ef Stalin* ‘ B

While Lenin's "miraculous Leargiaﬁ“ enforced s Russian ce1tralism,
he drew upon a deep well of ngtional chawvinienm paradoxically
reinforced by the sucess of the USSR bebeming the first bastion’
of socislism, Stalin reflected rather thar, as Puwe assérts,

L’.-.

¥gys tematiaally nurtured®. guch ideas,

'%estte fhxs, gt least in StaILn B time, theve was g’ recagnz lony
‘in part promotion of the nationalities and their cultures

hnereas since then we have seen an sifical policy of the peoples

and cu?tur&e anzlgamated under the theoretical. guise of the *Sovied

rationt,
Yhe ethos of Khrushchevis triumph on national righis was sgeen in

the 1956 gecision abandoning the use of loeal language in the
transaction of ‘correspondence and business iﬁ this national republics.

The Sceiet Union embarked upoh an_ intenae "Gugaification” policy
under the guise of the &malgaaav-sﬂ of the nompa;ent'cultares e
tl‘ie UMSE

maintzined that "the poliey of asemililation is

whilet Statin :

abaolutely excluded from the arsensl @f marxism-leninism, as e;ng
&ntiwncg nlar and countersrevoluibionsry poliey, & fatal policyY,
Erezhnev boasied at dthe 26th CéngrEQS of the CPSU in 1981¢

7 Ve are wztnessiﬁw the moulding of the culbures of the whole

Soviet neople - 8 'Bew social, and international community,.”

’hg Krewlints policies for an allegiance "one and indivisible® is
policy of forced assimilatione Such Fsocialist amalgamation®
is nathena to communisi teathings on the righis of seif-deterninatio

]

iy

It

is ths roéwisionisis consolidated ite §ower over the state and e“snem}

the concept of fSoviet nationt served ss justification for a tighteni:

of ceéntral burezueratic caﬁtru*, éeajlng,“he national *apubl¢c

intezrity and sovereignty of economic 1ifs,

A new division of labour,rather than the goal of naticnal eguality,
ts the lopesided economic development as fridutaries in

rdturns
service f the Bussian ¢lites Buit in aapects of Krushchev cnwards
ic silent shout their: 5@3 stis policyes Instead; he focus on

w
Fawa

foreizn policy and inter-party relations. As leader of the revisionist
Japanese party he is well placed %o discuss Soviet facuian&1
nirigues within tJat pariye .

C

The catalogue of wide ranging abuse that Fuwae draws uponm to bolster
1is theses criticises all aspects of policies associated with Stalin.
Sach_emyiriulam shizz avway fraﬂ abstraciion to examine aspects of
Sey. riet experience,as opposed to the epochal guesiions on the whole
ganhit of communist history thet is involved in assessing Stalints
cmﬁtribution. Fe undislecticaily holds Stelin personally respanﬁlgle»

no aualiﬁ, 1o prcblems,%

’.11 -ﬂ.‘

setrimental -effecis upon world cem&unism, it is Fewa's methods which

G"t

many 1“"8ftaﬁt sspects are excluded in the construction of such g
naive equation, This treatment of the subject is Praug%t w;th the

dangere of scapewoauing. ,

whilst not guesticning the facts of Stalin's national chauvinism and its

me sungpeet in trying to cover such a bdroad canvas in B80w0dd ‘pagesy oo

.



In sketching out his srgoment, %ﬁs anthor fails its impari an

understanding of the historical processes of the pariod. Yet

for all its limitations Stalin a&é Greal Power Chauvinism hag

af'empteﬁ tc sddress questions for others o &0 beyond, to afd
} titlieds
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explanation to the skeleton Puwa hasm pa

by Teisuzo Fuwa
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