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ICo LItnFAfURn LIS? ( continued )

corununist Workers organisat ion

On tbe l:lational Questior in- Britsin. 2s.
Tredes Uni.ons ai uc-tivity, a Communist Ar1al-!-sls by,Les Csnnon
( clio introduction) pi' ed 1955, reprinted 1970. ls 6d.

-\!

l'li6ce11aneous -
fta6cel-_Laneous

lieil Gooldrlhe Twentieth Con8ress aad After. 1s 5d.
The Connolly Assoeietion (a historical adcount of its
degenexaLioa). 2s.
Ulster and Horoe Rule by an ]r'iah Presbyterlan. 1s.6d.

iulagazines and newsDaDers

fhe Iristr Communist--monthly theoreticsl iournal of the ICO. '1s.

Comnunist Comment--iortnightly newspaper of the ICO" 6d.

The Comnunist--the oret ical publication oi the CWo" 6d.
(Subscriptions to the lrish Conmunist' 9s" ior six months post
free. Tl"e Comnunist-- rates on request.)

All literature available bv post fron:
G. Golden,
28 t'lercers Road,
londoE I,i.19.

(note: include fid

L. callender,
28 surrev S'1rreet,
Belfast 9.

per iten for postage. )

' The Russiao ion. 1s 6aI.

'l'he Pa I estl ne .Llt)est) on -
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TITER.A4U}! I'1ST

iIRIS]I COMTIUT]IST ORGANIS

fxish lii.Ftgryf
--:3i--:-=-Y!5I' 

.-\ .-r-..'-r (

rhe. lllofltk Jile*,["$ tur tii.6t r,tr.:f "1, 
Beyolu{ior. (. e1 6-27).

Lian t{e11o!ids: Js i1 \otds. ( fCO- in troduitlon) . '-l s 6d.
2s.

The Irish Republicaa Congress (a historY of the 26 cos. 1911-6)

lhe Economica of Partiti.on. 2s C-'d.

Jolrn l,es1j.e:The hesent Position of the lrish riuestiol. 1a

,ioife TonerAn Addrees to ithe People of freland" ls 5d.

.lolfe TonerAn Argument on Behalf of tbe Catholics in 1xe18nd.

l"D. Greaves:De valera (TCo introducti-on). 1s 6d.

'lqs9.!=!-Qs9]]r
;ress Po-- r-rrrs i!1 Ireland 8nd other Articles. 1s 6d.

Yc11ow Unions in lreland snd other Articles. 1s td.
lhe Coni1o11y-!.ialker Controversv. 23 6d'.

;oci8lisn 8nd the orange worker. 6d-

ihe l[eu nvangel (ICO introduction). 2s.
ICO: Connolly. 6d.
{orkshop Talks. 2s.

:"lnori" Problexos of Socj"alisrn in ihe USSR (1952). 2s 6d.

3i1 Bn Alticle bv Engel8. 13.
:oncernlng Marxism in LinAuistics (ICO Intloduction) ,s.
Cn the Personality Cult. 1s.
!)r 'l'Y,otSkV. ZS.

un lenan. 1s t,o.
In Defence of St8lin (bv a British worker). 2e 6d-.

]-conomics
Capital and Revisionisn. 1s 6d.

i'he Econonics oi Revisionism. 16.

In Defence of f,eniniam. 2s 6d.

on Stalinrs Econonic Problens Part I. 2s.
On Stalin's Economic Prorllens Part II (t'lsrxism and l'larket
.3 )cialisD). 5s.

1s 6d.
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j r'lj- !{l :a1.. j-' il i l,io1:ou ' oi t,o-..1d 'l'Cri ol-riiij-ci -ir] .-
j.'..Olo' jc.:l g6. usr'q- irxiSlrs '.ci:e, I . i- oli"cr: .rr.si:.;r , ',' ;:iir-,c,
-, al i-is '1r:l -i)\-.1, .r ':rior sbu,'1i.^ rloc'- jo IrL,t.'l -l i.' ,'o -i:'..:i
i., ..-.:xisi:-l,a ii i;i P3--'uri. :,.-- i 'or^. ,j.'lii3i'i: l.t.cl.i c.
tlci..':.aojs i,.;i1 l, cirrelB a..ir oscor,-li: I i.,-.,i;.jio,-irl-s .,.'

-'ioi. .--.1 to, '.i'. ;.' q 'i i.s ql]as'l:i-o. to alo : -ood io" o' r:-'ril l ' o
)o,1 i :i.c.l --r."crio'. Oi corr,s,, Sl31i', 'or'Lj F sr.rdi ' i.-
.1.."-c,:tj.o r:o i.-xist-Lcri.ist Dri-cjDlCrs .td iis r s",ri.-i-
lo a1; io i-r'c riorr'i--a c:Lass, frida, Eorte sarrio,rs r:,j-siia'- !ji
or: i.rj.s:. i-r - I,. iajjoi)islis colrld :.r.vol. I . 1,'': tal i--t o ru r;o too'
,.-t- ,.- 

--_s .1 .i io ll.:-ad r'.,^ :iO,,i.',t I'-iot '.c': ctlio r. 9;11)i i:"'l-
-r_r..r :.c:..r" 01,i. i :..r.txisi-Ii,.i.isi,s cir'r (t1r(,1: 3()9,.?] ' 1r 
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,- i o r.: I- 1,,.. (t.1" ..) .. ,c :-. .J' r..!-. ^, . :. :.

, :r a )"
(,-;t ,t.l1 :,.sa o rl;r: :-r':^-,as _ad'- - r.i!. , l,i.':a r' 1r '!
t,: i :: ril:aj a,.lijiOt. O i ..Uelt.l - l I rra:t..lri)Id ,rls :tl e O 'l-

u::_j.o:l::c._ll. o: : o:_:r o]. 'li.ss olilad a_rri-'a"jsio''ici c I,
- .- l --l:.: :..-:.c.i r. r.:r i .ja-. ot:j'.]li-r t::". li;e's ,,.-o.:ir '.,
tt..:co o ; - D,i.lili :' is i:' "'; )r,ildi ".,soci-l:i.s. j,, i- .; :n' :::i:
!:i a .rrj ,-OCt.- Sia,lir. O. rro,:l)l-1, 1r"F. iriA'li. uSr. a\/a irc t-
: 'i ,. i:o :'lo : j i' i-r.i;i)

C j r. .t:1 r.j o:- .-d i..jjo t ' s.r' ', cr is . ,1..--r) 'io-.-11.
' ...n o . co 'sr4 o', 1 , '1.:: t ) '
iij r. r',,,io.,j rii,, 1_j,r.'l:1Oc':r' +o l- c dr'1_.-.lcD it i' o: ir co

,. -].rg -r..: j:is, i:o -.r' -'.r- (-'.', I.C.O. rrr] 0, ;.C. !r:.e '.,i
:.i..:,1 ':, a'i ,C.: 1rj .'tid-s'X ir.s, ,r -. a. rii , .lo.' !" - 

-1r"
rliir: n ;. /l Ol, : -a, ,'.( ir'.i . :.o Iit,a D ?l O,'(,S':iO. r':d i_ ':: il
.ra"i)ali _i. ; - j . i_t.Fjric o_ rt.j ." a ,d Oi clatlr j'.-, :cr-:t'd-
l.oo ': :, , rz's ) ' co illi.x o: r: ,,:.slio.s r' jc cors i'''
r':j:j..1 i qlt!9i jo 'r .-- O q,r.r.,ra i'_DO1ar:a, c(." .,1,;. i:' O,_ .
r.!l o,i :ral :; i* i :)i j 'i rlpor'la, ca j ' '' .r rr"s .j:.c-r ti i- - -r .c
' ir , l ,;r- o :l:.^.1-j . f i -r 'ir'.r is ',1i1 .'r1 "l i.p-o. r.

:. .rl. t. - aoL(1 o i,'i.s a;r:.jr js:1o" t1.l .r':r'.1, o-..
:1.O ' j' l-i irt :i ir Cl..lir:-r(r lo':iciJ, l. 1t+." 1.-':: \i ^l_D.,r-,.1
o :' j"..C"1 , ijl'. j't5r C.:x!o,' 'lll .lo " f i.tl ',:jr: c r:-
r,.(.;",'i-. .; ",r,: T,r.3c O., i;.' ' ( rol:' J.:r ), o sr:" C

D ; r, ,, r- , -: l ' .1 olri.i-rl 'iicli -, I.J"o. .- . r-5 ::..c'1 ; ..1

:,:r) '., .: loo:_ o i: c: lii'l x';. lt ':r; q.,:: j lcl ''
:",."C"I " o .u i.r. , " 1'..i$r "raC' 1o r) 1 . rD: 'o d..'l ''i
l . , ^ r'.': .). 1''r'li'tL _ 
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'L''c sts.i.j'c.i; .'.e - J.iiil .iil iri.ada so-i sir:io,-!s iriG.l;a,ai)5, o.iit,,.r
-t.IiEC i:.r l:rrj.jj.O 'a;::1,5 CO,,l.at .:.:atr . t.,,i. ::61:a4 01:a,,2, sC

)jn.r i'1', : ", .-'. .: co..r..,p' .or' - . ItlS-"';19:;*f,
lirq . .:9. .': ..^ .- - j':' ir:'cao,.s :.1. f.is co.- ,r A
15 "rr.j. a i -,j), .- E':-i.1. - 1 is d.-! oi.: o. coi.cl.c,.i co,.b:.r:. i,,1i' l-. -..,s o 'o:':..1 1o ic i i" , .s ii!-.. .1,.r. ,o,,s,,, 1.1., si:rf1 .^.
i11.o: j,c:'ll. $i;a-ii,,ri,j-;j. f-ir :r.s ,r:i rs ':,.torr. as r ,'.q.-scq1,5;oi,,'
?h. co:rol_r)s:r'o. Co.:j o- I ol10,, -o.icelll: j,or :---;ir=i!=-"rr r -
r:cvi-sio:j.Ls -;oo1: orcr lico . .t Stoli.r!: J.--t'-. -'.c-r:c'oac
Sii.1i" ,..d'. ri.rriols ,..i_si... 8,,. -, .,; i.e ,,.^. --.c o,.ilrc;;-a]i6f rr-s.6.--s: i: i.s r,e:.i:1.. . .,'ros.rl , illo-i.c.1 appli_caiio; or ol1:et'
1O. iC, arC, ,.ri]l- '..r !r.;,;r aj s,rC' r).'3,.'16';_'1.9g; rcaSO:,i--. -,rCl,1.trr
l'eS :O r.tC, clcs-i .O cd ':._ i:'t: j.rr.l-iO..alis I i:.,Ai, iS sc]r.rd_ L,.D asdial-cct;icB ) i:'.a opDo-rtrr ,.iilij:1.

. '::'o, ^ .j : C , '. r^pid s.i-r'-. o'po!,.r * -.:'"i.s:'.o is
-i:s i:tr).-.li_Cr:1 a ic.,: fta:1.]:,,s rj..1r,., 1!st. j rr crs es tr.c Itccssqr:i.-
cauaio'r j:i.r.--i-ol,s .:i.strr,.::sri L:ade . - Sta1i,.. e docs not s^ ,,-a.ii .-. o$c,rlsial:ns n:ac, a,:a1 do;!j 1.,i- sriol' conclci:cI.r r.orrr l,t ir r-1,1.:d:,.'cd .l, ltll'sDcci:;i -d ,rjsija::a,s csrlsr.C r'! rrDjd Scizt:r! o-' DolrJr. r., i;',to -.:ci, j.sio'ic,r, :. .::- i,.i':l.j 'r5 .:.. 'i'. I- io, 1C '-'. "-d b ,,.-.i c . -t'. -r: r.. . LL.'ct: l: -rtorL,Cl itl:t.; i- i_g ':r-O! ,ri.,C COitCri.trr al,al_- SiS Ocolcrct 1l:o4csscs'i, "J'i.c I,.,1i., said ltns t,-c. css;;.tci: o. ct.i..l_-.Ctica. co cr:.-". proc-ss oi L"c .r^iso oi r.jl,jsio,1jsl. cou-lalnot po sj. -l ')- d.-"':l l; t i:- ..:or:c llndialeci;ic.11., and i,lIonj_c1:l1..'l"oY' -:r.-{L d :ls ': j .

i s._,.a.': ''o a rro-,.r...i'- 40-S -oii l,lcccssaril-, i:tDl., .tiE_.:e,..rs
in polit:ici'l -loedct:sl',ip. ur o'r-icciivc cofr(131-ion oi iorcc,s j. I
tt-1c cl:-,ss 5;:,:11-:i1a i'i.r.. iii sL'tc- ij'.aL a scl;:roc)' ogci]]rs daspitc
Corrc,c.', pc:Lj.Cias. l'.r r-., :lE ,O _cCcsSA?" COr.lcCi:io-1. ':.11,r,, L- c.-.'-
bacl:s atd j.sircr:cs ia po] r:C-,. ..si r'ac]: c0 'j,1_ cqtls..d tri 'tcr i,.e
arista:c.: -rol-:i c r or'- _i_ - o' i..cr i,,L coi_!. lla id\ o. :.olces ,f.ic_
po'l,ic-r c-,,-.ot d. -.1.:alj.T C. 0|i. Coi,s noi' {:1c,r ,tc r:il I-o 1--r, a il.irxj_si;
to s;(i ir, a-i.
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f l"s:. 'i. c'oii:'lic, cl-rse i', ,,'.... r:p,.1.n, of i"1rlr,lliir. 'r.is c.rs,tdi,o c)!is;. 't':. l:1.-l,ar: c1c$r:J j:, i,.c Cpl,;r: o. ::"ricr,l:rrr.. ,.,.,j q,_.-::i)d-i:o .,{iE_r. ;',:rr i;: . ,..-.;g-.:r-i;s ...t p-r... ji r,,is i- i,- _-r1,.,.r. a. .....:a.,
:':.'i c..es.,c: ito ,..xj-E . .1..r,.; .l't _r.;foir:i,.. cl:a.,.,s \i,J iior.l)iic:l Llirij i-.1;:jd." ,''tt.j:r t .,,:tji1, r,:r. r,o;,.i,,,--,t.ss.----,,.,_r:, .....:i-,,,::r'"_l).,.s. i: c1:58. r- .:t. t.r-.-i.:f ,, i:.:-ffi-i;,icia.,,(Lc.i.ir, :...,1 5 ,0, ,rr,. !:.- :j Cors.ii,rtio- -o -i.i 

" U.S.,;.t.)

t).

So r,r1c_ .:oi i,',. si;o-. iri.i. i'..'. o:ljs.i r. :'. t.5.j..
(-o 'i co , i;i- L,-c'l)

dis-

5i;r1j-. d.c1.:...1 c:l:$s.:,.j to - ..,.,
i i '..i s ,lcr. .rpirjcl .

,'iL .da. C't,i j o ,l



t

)

€iroup) cnerfed into public vieL, for the first tj-me in nore tlra-
6j,x ontbs li,ith a public meetinB on Mav'lslr. In spite of its
l)r,lit: a publ-j-c ineet-ng. public Ciscuasion rras nanoeuvred out u
i:1'rc 'windct^r. [!ou6].r the impression was gil'ee by Birch that thc]l
,rcul{i b'-} a ciiscusslcri, i1 t'"e event it was ccnfined to t}ro u.nrl-
)rnll., I.e3oir.1irio1r5. nai to lhe platlorm speechcs. Thic is a
br:-: :i.ri :iii f o,:( ar.ri rrse i 1.),v) oppcltunist trea" union official-s.
tij.cx 'di:o!n ;j:-rc,r diffcrenti:llics himself - at 1es6t iu word.s.

Tlte ,.rt,c c.1, ibc ptairicrr.r opecches(i.e" tbe whole nxeelring)
, as cc:bat'uii1g rl.bour lllllsior::s: anoug jrrc irorkers. Yet severa]-
,,i"-,--l Lirc tlr j: ,i,ari ;-:,r_ t..-i..1:a:is ii/3nrt fii'i, a iingerr to
:,j,,'-il!o i i, r'ro l: o,1i I;,_-i,t .r: 1orii.)iteLl. T'ae ircr:kcr,rj see tbrotr :,

"jcc,j.:r1 -':,,.-ar-i , -.ci ;.i.r,-, ,1.-x..r.,Ji. surrrivcs, Ti.is miraqi(.
.i t J re')c,.r.. I,:' r!r. .r..r.'ira-t, ;rc:.r as c).llai.ned gllq:( but r.i
ri:,:.rlr.LLcd) lr_:, .!ir,.ir. a r.ri.l$, .'ir'.i tltat thc r,,orLero have tral:oL._
::.-l- Lis-i.o1:j ait:i^ l:-!, ,,a -r.r. r.,-11.'. ilidt th(i Ci:,] lras been l
c o rlr.ii (:r-r cvol- Lr-r- -!r- ,.rr.-; ,.i:li:li::i:i crr ,.r.nce i.rrc inccpti.o! in 19?.1.

.,..rj-i is s-',ii;rl,,, r( ,, i.,c c:s.-. iou l:.tvc jus: to lool ar its uc-)
l:,tiJeer1.r t\e t-ars. l.lt:, i,l.i.. as.icr tion f latters tlios,^ who make i..,

- r;ili ior-. and !'lJ:rrtielr n,!r'1i€r :1r soem. r-ra./c bcen ivaitiag ic-.
i,:r.) ir:.:rc:rance o:i ;:l-l:tlr e]]J tl,- CPB for i0./cal1s" A:1d o:l cour1.
., .j:.-i ,l:r'J C!31 .-.' "a t._ "ia:; reiieiooist gj-ves ihe Cr ;J e €lood e:.-

,.!r- i..,b a.,3ii.; t,iijl, r,,aderii Khruscl.c. j-,,'e re.",is:Loligm in thc Clu-
.. ,(, :aol -c rr.ra ir, l-r2i lircir aird the C:-!, ao nc+j ha./e - or ..._

i:lai, r,i.:i. 1., l..r,c jl : p.litico to deel- I.itl: ,itodcril revis.i-oili jl, "

i,.r :, ; r i. ::. o- ? n .-i:,1--- re'u. 1.s}_on 1 :j-_l 39.:I..,-.
ii r t-- i_. 1.-r.lrc r,!r:.pliG1aq 1{,r_tn it is r.:lcliLercd lihaii Rcg

]lj,!O-,, ior r,t,1a',;!-:ii, !rl; ci, t-he l'3Jiona1 ,l-:ccrilti1..C of the C?G:.
ilirc i.s i. ;] -ra,1i1, . ,. p.- ti.;:,-on i'c aJri'rerl)t to ovcrcone i:he mein
obf :acie. i.r t,l-,I ---,:,/t1c;ri:rf. i .)i c.:$!rrjsb poli,ti.cs il1 the UK.(i.e.

CPB
"ant t-revis,oriisf " "Purty"
Il,e Cornllunis l; ?arrjy oi Brita iri( llarris t-l,eni st ) , ( th c Siict,-ns



(i.e. revisionisn in tl-re CpeB) ? yet wbo has naintained. a
-/- \

filmer sifeuce oa the subjoct? The probleu confrontin8 the
Britisti vorking class movement is the reed to give a political-
oppo8ltion to revisionism, I political basis for .e clements j-n
the CPGB who oppose trle leaders, tl,e progranrne etc. The CFts (or
or at leasb Bircl,.) have tbe resources to do this, (j,o de3f. with
revisionisra) ycb the.r' reiuse. What sort of approacl, is this?

The salne thing occurs in relation to tl"e centre of modern
revisionisn - USSR. [l,e question is one of real politicel econ-
om\,:not for notbiirg did Stralin write rEconoraic problems' as a

move in the anti-re\risionist(ctass) strugFle in tr^e USSR. ||lo

criti5e the USSR for lraving nalagemeqt scbools(Worke! -CpB paper
Ha\'1970) is aot enougl -Ienin, in'1920, strersed the oeed for
lianagement cxpcrtise. The point is that the clas6 natu.re of the
USSR is the opposite now ol what it was in j920. A!./orkers state
is aow a capitaliet state - but this can onI', be pro./ed h1, look
-ing at the cconomic policies of tbe governnent. Il,e ,cspitalist
roadr nust be shown to lead to capitalism. The I.C.O" bas d,one
this -seerllerxism and Maxket Socialism'.

The CPB has nevex expressed intcrest - agreenent or d.isagr*
eenenli - in this pamphlet.llor has ii sbown env iniention oi ana1,/_
ing in any dcpi,h the histort, ol the international communist
novenert, surell. aBother primary task.(yet: ti.le is spent onrli.ghteniagD -.monstretionsr -5O people quickly and quictl7 walking
from Downilg St. to perliament, handing out 1 3f1ets about freland
The question arises, if this is the CpB's ,rmass work,t, how d.o tbe
nasses gei io know about it? Or does the CpB gaxcble on the off-
chance that ttre dockers and busmen of the na6t End. witf have taken
a morning off uork an c'! be plomenading in Wtritehall?

f will tuxn frotB the fact tlat the C?ts is an ' anti_revi sionis t
partyr with no snti-revisi.onisu to other issues:
1.Ireland: rBritish Inperialism' and ' anti-imperialismr are tte
key catch-phxases here, :or thi. are used time ond agai.n bv the CB
lhere was an ruprising in N.Ireland last August'(Worker Mav,70)
which Inearll' overlrhrew Stormont ' (Iintan O' Shee _CpB speaker on



Ma1;1st) but a lest ditct, s!a1d bw 1O,OOO soldiers sa\rcd the day

for.the bour'Beoisie. Such is the CPB's version. Ihe fact8 are,
houever, tbat Stormont !{as never in dan8er, and theruprisin8r was

a Paisleyite poBrora - e raEpagc by lovalists(i.c.loyalrsubiective-
1y, to British imperialisrn). This EeeminB contradistion - impe:r-
ialism shooting foyalists - has not been expleined by the C?B, who

only misrepresent and distolt the facts(inlro line with theix
subjective desire to see anti-inperialisn struggles). Analysis
has been conducted by the I.C.O.and on the basis ol this, eveirts
tel"e rixrr I a1ileO conmuniEt pofitics developed. "The Inisb

Iurtl:,crrnore in relalrion to lre1ald, the CB continued its
opportunism. regardiag partv organisatiorr.IJ.Batesoo ( i ormerl-r.
on. .,. ori thc Menchand.a clique) told us of the necd for oatio'ta]- i
level parlries. Irenin and ttre Bolshevik6, on the sontraii, had tle
policy of state-Icvel psririea ,tl]ci oaga4isstionally united bourg-
eoisle nusi be opposed br, the organisationsllY united workcrs

at Leesir ou a state basis. Tle Cl'J has never atteFpted, or evcn
stated thc need to extend their organisation into ULster, an intc-
gral part of tl.e UK slate. But even this, as the TC.o. makes

clcare is not enou$h. For tlis would dividc t1.e lrish worhers
betweeR the Soutbcrr.crs on tbe one hand and the Ulster worlers
ar1d. eroi8rants on the otber.(As we11, the tlro econoluies -UK and.

Eire - are rcoviEg claser, and politic8I dc'relopmeuts (e.g.feder-
atoon) will surel'r folIow. The qr: lect com$unist organisstional
prj-nsiple j-s a Britislr and Irish PartY). The full case for tlis

iackissues of irrre

peoplc, with Uorkers to the fore, are forging closer unity aelainsi,
...Britist, imperielism" savs Mar,rs Worker - these workers are. DCIS
largely I.C"O/TcmThe cIts l)as nevcr published any disegreenent rviti)
tbe I.C"O. analysis; it chooses, for safe- i, to i8nore it.

has been presented. in other
I.CoDr0unist end Co nulist' Iwi11 Bo no further. ]t is enough i'o

sa7 that the gPB bas consistentl,v ignored our argullent and

iuplenented aE opportunist polic'r. Though spe:':i-,9' to illis
point - organisttion- IJ.Bateson uever touched on what it lrcanii ill
practise, 60 the rreegons for this piece of opportunisn' were neverl

gi.vin, tle CPBrs de facto reiection of the proposals l.,ere nei'liher

expIE inednor d.ef e'Ided



2.I:colti P" 
q

'rKnow you3 eocl1l,, and l ow vour friends" Bateson told us on

Friday. "Our contribution io this task(i.e. roakine! revolution) ls
-7 t' scientirlic aoc j-a1isEt, the revolutionsrv theor1' whic'r

appiicd to irhe concrcl,e ccnditions of Brilrait will overt',row ille
ru-ic of tire exploitcxs and eEtablisl" t'.e dicb8i ]hip oi the lrorli

-i;,; class'r saas tlc l-a.rv rljorl(err .
ILe CPB has lr_cver exsnined al1y oi ihe 'rconcrete cond.itions o.l Bri-
'iair..". fhjs iB precisel.-r where the work nust be doae, to re-est
abilsh coft'ruilis]r in tbe Briti-sh IsLes, aitd t\e CPB|s record 1'er -
lre1I, it llasnrnt one.

l.Fa_!ei!m! The nearest ihe CPB has to theory is the notion that
the Corporatc State is creepincr up on u6, and it will rdegenercte

into fascismr as l{r.Roycroft told us. The first point is th3t'
l,rf ilc lloycroft aqd the cPB rnay tlink fascism and tt'e corporete
stat. differcnl, things, tbe fascists don't. "Tbe Coxporate ol
Briiaint! b, l'landevelle Roe, is sub-titled 'the uachinerY of faEcis[]

cxpr.tined'(Tiris is a fescist progralrtrre of 19aa). Tl'e CPBrs cvideil
ce ic: creepiag iascism is ;he anti-union 1av (which wasrl]t passed

. , :'.lre in-cones policy etc. 'e cause is the boulgeoisie's Srolring
inurilr-it".. to coillrain tbe economic struggle. The facts 'bowever ar'e

i,h!.i, the capj.talisi class can ard is containing the econinic strug
-.f..lc" lie! !\9.Uprld naxlieli j-s expandins' and this, coupled lrith a

c o nllui-I1 srj
-ack uf/polilrics on the part o:i the lrorl<iBB c13ss novement

ne.lns that the bourgeoisie can absorb the victories on the econoLl

ic leve1.(one 
"eBa$it?' 

a15o ma4v exanples wllere the r)osses have

woii - tbe Forvsirrike, for exanple). Fasci6i[ is simpfy not necess

ar'y ai the present stage or even in the foreseeeble future. the

"evissncc" for rcreeping iascisnr has existed lox a long timc -
Mondi.jil i:r tle 2ors, tbe anti-U:rionisn of Bald\rin, t\e 1945-50

'reci:raintrpolicics, ble 'pe:'pauser of 195'1 et'.' Il tbe corporate
is conin8, ii is certainl" l:aking its tine. tr'asci.ri is one forn of
capitaiist ru1e. Ior ihj-s reason it would be un-Marxist for us to
ru:.e out the pos6j,biliby of t'ie BTitislr bourgeoisie elter adopting

it to suppress ihe working cless movenent. Wliat we are aaying is t
thaL in the stable conditions existing in Britain to-da'i' there is
no indicati-oi1 thet ti'e bour3coisie are no'rinB in tllat direction'

Tliis is, to be bluntr a 1ie.



iU
Dven if capitalism wercr c'i,,., a position of crisis that llecess
itated fascist uuLe, is it liketv to be deilected fron itts couxse
by narxists neglecting scieltific Darxisn in favour of opportuil-
is1-; slogaa shoutin3?

The question is realfy, why do the CPB ilvoke the spectlce
of fascisEl? It nust be that the .g1gl!_ givcs tben the excuse to c
cond.ucb themselves as tbey d.o - to ignore t1reory, to indulge i...
meaninglcss practice ( liglrtening denos 'iirdeedr !)

4. ,Bacg: The next point i6 tr-at one of ii.c bascs oi this fasc j-sil
is ile risiag tid.e of racisn created by the ruling class as Birc!
told us on lvlay 1st. Tl.ris is clearLy not the case; no State inte!-
estod in racist strife uould pass the Race Relatj-ons Act etc.
Britisb imperialisn is going throufb a stable phese of developnent
a" present, and is attenptiog to iro! olrt nin r contredictions

like ?acistr wbisl nigr,t possibll/ up6et things. But the e.B needs
the alarrrtism - what do facts natter?

5.39!r="e"t_. Anottier point is tbat ue lvere told that parliane]_t
is e gane, tbere is no difference lletween tle partics, no,leen-j-i16
in the speeches of bouxgeois politicians. The capitali8tg onl.y
strategy (apart fron creeping fascien) is ar econonic one , i.e,
productivj-t.. deels. Tl-is is all lrrong - the labour partr- uiU
win the election because its policies are more appropriate ihan
those oi tbe [orie6 in the present stage of developxneqt of
BritiEh cepitalisn. That is , thc parties are jud.Bed by the
bourgeoisie on thebasis oi their pxogranrre. and poLicies - tt,je
bourgeoisie nust see their state pursui,lg the rigtrt policies;.
Now ib is inportant 'ro ,rknou your enenv" i.e. 1lo see what the
inperialists are up to - this wiLl oot be acj.rieved bv },TitinB off
ParJ.ianent.as e gane.

The last poinb was the joke of the evening. Bateson te11s
us, 'rour parbw has no gectarian interest... but has the aupxerne
anbitioa of being recogllised bv the working class as a whole,,. Tli
This, coming fron a group of organisEtion would (politics apart)
be acceptable - but .i:-ron e self-st.r1ed '!partv,'! ,l



A partt is a par'rl, uhcn if is tl.e adrranced detatclrllent of tleli
working c1ass, aird rccognised as sugf,, To call yourself a pariy
aad then call for r:eco€initio'1 is torthe cert several vards in
front o.l the l',orse " A160, it inplies tlat tl]e r.rorking class must
change, nob tl-.e CPB(li'.I). l,ie tirink it the other way about.

Finally t\e G1!IO is (stj.11)wiuing to bave a pubfic debate
with the CPB(ML) at any mutually acceptablr titre and place.

Rick Stead

Note: The second Dart of the Czechoslovakis series will app ar in
nerb mont}r I s issLre.

oY+,|

]l.,rnomrsnr b
C.-muoism

1'!he ecouomic 6trugale is ,rhe collective struqgle ol the workerg
aAains,J iheir emplovers for beiter teflns in tle sale of their
*gaoCa j9.U9I, ior tr'e better conditions of-IfTE-Ti-f,Ti56E.l-i'Is s':r.uggle 1s necessaril.. e'-" i-dustrial struosle, beceuse con_dii;ioiis oi labour dilfer verv mucr^ i1 di:lere,.rr nri,i"", 

"na "on_sequenilT tLe iighi io -Lmprove treir condition" 
"ra or1i..o 

"on_oucTeo 11 respect tO eacl trade (trede u-io-s i,l tLe Wester-.
:::.lrru,":.-::Itorary trede aseociations ard leattets in Russia,eLc.r. -Letlotng ,the economic struggle irself a political c!.gr_acterr 'ireans, t'erefore, strivirr Eb s""urJ-i";iSii6iion or'cfese Lrracte demsnd.sr -the improvenent oi conditions of labourrn.eac' separalre iraale by means of 'leFj"slatir,/e and. ad.ministr_ative meaaures'...this is exactl- w\at .fi wo"i."s; iiaae unions



do and el a.7s ;--ave do1e. Read tle works of ire f'hor:orl3].'1'.i sci-
eoti::ri.c (e.d ' 

ijlaorougrll-/ ' opportunist) l{r aid Mrs }iebb and nolt
will sce :-e; L'.e Britislr trade ulions loDS ago recognised.r and
r.ra-,,e 1oi.tg l,een carr.,i,1g ourl, l-!.e +aSk of rlerldin.r t'e eConomic
6i;rue.gle iirselrl a political c]'aracterr; rrhe' have lorrg i:ce I

.ii.q1 'Lin. ior tle riar b i,o strike, Ior the rero''al.of all
1e9.af i..dra,ces o i'e co-oDe13r'j-'e and :ra'19 unio) moveme :s,
forl larrs proi,ecting L'olne4 anal chifdrenr ior the improveneilt o:i
1a:rou:r co;ditioirs 'r-r nears or Leelill anal fsc 'or- legislatiorr eircr,l

il.ii", tii.",' is io gc Doae, collested ivorks ' 1961 ' to1 5' p ao/r).

"But t'e crux oi nhe r]tai:er is, "ow is one to understacd il'e
s ija i,'emear,- tl.a; tlre mass 'work-1ng-class noveFe'.t will "determine
iire irasks"? It tray i.terpreted ln one of tr.,o wa'''s- Eitler i!
meaus hor,rin:4 l,o 1,r6 spontineitv oi this novenertr i.eil-iEducing
ibe :rol-e o.t 

-Sccial-Democrac'/ to mere subservience to the worliing
clisi movement as such (the interpretai:ion of""" nconomists) or
iir means thai -;le maBs Movemeni places before us !9! lrheoxet j-calt
politicat-, and organisational talks far nore compffAated tharr
ilrose tbai miqhi have satisfied us in the period before t\e rj-se
oi ,rr1e n-ss m5vemen-." (:,J al fs To Be Done, pr89-90).

ft is llecessar), to begin witb these two lenir quotes because -i;he

rieft' today in Sritain dods not take up a Communist position
toward. tbe ecoronic s1truBgle and trade union politics.Lenin
stal,es quj,ie c1e.rly '1tl.e aj-tuetion for Communistsithe working
cl,aES uaae eco.omic s];ru8gle egaiilst the capitalist classl-tbe
workir-lg class sportaoeouil'. make their owi or€qanisation and
politiis (bracle-unio! orga']isetion and politics) to wage this
iiluggle; trede unio:isnre.an o.:11., succeed in Setting limited
coircessi6,rs fro the bourgeoisie; i.n order 1ro advance ibe ecoil-
omic sirug8le, conmu.tj st poliiics and organigation must replace
trsde lLri6iisin. l,erin decisivel-v rejects the rstage t'"eoryr
whiic'.r s',rates tl:31, tl.e evolution of the econonic struggle wifl
DreDar:e lrfe wav .ior commL-inist politicsrthe working class vi11
ieain from its trade unionist leaders and organisati.oa the
corr.ec;r: c9s o.: com_0u 1ism.

Only vlel there is Conmunist leadership of the economic s't1'ug81e
ca'n tbe working class advance in ecoDomic struggle to challeEge
tlre bourgeois state'. A good exsmple j.s tle General Strike l,here
the working class showeda so1id. determinetiol to stay out and
rIe',, wlreix the IUC ca1led fox a return to work' there was no other
alieroative -ior the workiog c1ass. The situation !',llicb Senerated
the Gene?al Strike r,Ias a fierce econonic struBgle bv bhe working
class ia wlich the opportuniEt trade union feaders were alwalrs

In mogt saseE
\a-iriles: (1 )tt,e
ba,,'tlc against
against a more

commu'-Lst lecdersl'ip m')st fir."ht bwo politicel
be:t1e agajnsL poliiicel oppor'u'ism, (2)1,',e
spo,lLaneous trade utionism. Tlre first baitle is
di:iiculi, because r0ore conscious opponent.



a,-'t.e ,',,eaa, ar.d orgprisinfr a rotroet" fr' order to adva'ce and

,i,, t"e "co"otic strigcle Cimmuni-s b leadership would,].erre been
',c"essiro-io-orge'ise e c'aiici:-" o r" e s'r-i' ''ei- Fr t-:Jde
. ;;:";;n ;;r,;;iu':ii pori ,ii o:o iu'0"t" rill edv1l-c-e- ( ccoi:-
ili" "fttaii'; vrhe r t:'is riee 's c'"a11e!lgirg 1,r'e stai-e'

lLe iJo:rlri-.:. claEs ca'r or1-r advar'ce in po-]-j'tical co'sclousiess
,..."r'ilI-"iriti."i-"rpnri"t.'""-6i c'r'rrr"nli"g th9 sIaig (iirljs cair he

,,'""t i.ilii:ti.ii n-:ro" ccoiomic dcmands wlich t'l'e rrourgeoi'sie
. ii ""t-""."t \,/itbou" political struggle) l'enin stc:ed 1'lri

.' -:,i"=!.-"orii""-crai. tvcre prepered for l,e success ,''r1 over-
.''..",r-. -rjii" o"o"eEois "''u;i-i"'-i4ii :- t're politiccl stilies o::
.. 

^q 
,ah. r. ujas C",,,",r-ru- 

-ieude-rs lip i "Oi ri :c'- edv?-.ced

. ."o-o.r,." .ii"*esl. ''ie c"o' '!is adva"cc !he !''orl' j 1P cleca
, I""" X 

-ilJ " ri" 
" 

r'E o"cu"nifrpofit-m nf-STiugs1 : : q' I *"t trl e s'i a ; e'
,-:'',i,."J"ia-t"ni-,,.,1;l'out ti,e'cfuerie"ce and lcssons o' ttot 

"'". ^:-_n tror'rirg c1is" co')1d no :evc won 11 r.,r '

' l;]i'! ' POIII'ICS = OPPO.PTU1'ISII"

. .- rr...!rcr h.r-- in t-e cco.oriic struggle in Britain toda: is
:,, i:'"iir i;i ue-.'.:"; 

-i. i"onon'-" Jlrugsle because i'o do so
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scr.o o:i the recelt diEputes r,ririch t\e 'leftr lravc 1ed and !rj_1l
s'l1ov/ tllai the workii)& class lost. Tt nust r)e aclaolrledFed thaillrq '!ef ,j' woq-Ttr6[g-F;--T6FThEiA r"ras no chsllen€:e to it; teeder-slrlp :(rom Oommunis - politics. In the absence oi t\is challeage
1,be worl:inq class has .1o choice but to continue settling for i:atopporiuaist polj-tics delivers.
It is importani, before starting to examirie the present to explain
the reason for the p:redomiraoce of the CPGB i.n.trre ranke of i,;ire
shop si;ev,ards and trede union officials. (Jack Jones, Les Cannonr
no3 Birch_al4 hugh Scaulon rcccived tbeir politicaf breiliog
:1,,,,on the CPGB io oane a feN.) The CPGB from its incepiion in-1920 ulrtil the victorl, of revisionism in the paTt./ advanced t:te
.coiloli.c struggle and dld lead the working class in-Idoi6Efcjin,Sglc to challenge i\e sta,re. (Iut,'lree trticles in tbe ComllurisU'rill oeel uith tbe historv of the CPGB") fl,e oppoxtutist CpcBi'r:rcritcd iirc leaclership position of the l,eninisi CIGB in .i;l:te

ecorumia-strugsl-e" Ard in "rhe abseace of l,eainist polj_tics, tt.e
oppo;'tunist CPGB has been able to nore oJ: less presCrn'e its'
organlsatiooal dooinance and tlrough this give opportunisi direc-tion to tl]e struggle. Iro!, ttrat tle CPGB is oppoituo.:ist it is
1^,aoing uri'iv ei'e:.iwhere on the Ieit--IS. Tril:ui,c. Insui.lutc of
l/orkcrs CoDtrol" thus ii is correci ot'reie1 to t,ie 'lcft, as
one c?poltunist bloc thouBl, @ch group uithan i"J has verving
dcBree6 of organisational and poftical_ coni=ol over i1"e woikii]g

T,.r: opportunism of thc rleftr bloc in i;ie economic s bruggle.f ,:scs fron the orly prioritv for bhe tieft, s.!op sterra;ds a.ird-
;i:ade union orlficials being to maiiltain it"eir leedership overi're irorkj,irg class. It j.s their only prlority because _ir therl,of'irsr 

-professio1]al thcori6ts advancing the uiass struggler',rl gaining the maximuu trom the bourgeoisie for :e rvorlilng
ol.ass ale non-existent questions. T,hr:s the tle.ltr must leadtllc cconomic Btruggle to nainiain its role, lut not too far.If the strug8le wellt too far, it wcrrld become a political strike
and the rleftr leadership would be exposed as no longer abLe to
a('rvance against tl.e state but onlw u.ge e bast\. though honourablercirreat. That situ8iioo is dangcrous because politicel questio.r.s
arc raised:by the woxking slass and the ra:tL-.aid-fi1e ,leltsr.
|o (icfend its right to a rcvolutionery 1abel snd at fl-e same iinejLrsti::y retreat, the 'treft' leaders are forccd into revisioi-:ist
corioririoEs aboub savirlg the uorking class from white terxor aild-
cscl:eldr8 left deviation. This vJorl(s, but onl- so long as Chereis Eo 

- 
Connuniet politics. To avoid tiis dangerous sitiation the

'ler:bt are careful slways to put t\e maiatenace of their ow.o
leadexship as the answer "-o the question:Ho!.r cao lre the shop
stewards aud. irade uni-or oflicials iuril.er l,larxisn-LeninisD- io
Llre economic struggle. T"e tlef llsr answer: sL,ppor:t us (i:tser.t
l.cre 

- 
CPGB r IS, Sl,L, CPE e-cc)the onlv group working vriihin the

vorkin8 class. Atid so, tor the tleftt, the shop stewards llitto
pul -l- the worl(ing cless back after a1 i4itial aalia.itce are fo11owii1g
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,:,: corrccir rcr/o1!riio1cr1. roed, i.e., 'ile,r orc Dreserrrjiri i'e
rf,e r i,rs' I eeder:s',ip,

rlCOiIOlIfC S?RUCGIII: 'lii-i IiTATll 0F PL-A,Y

I; is idealisi ;o si:ate :,r at Cormu:jist politics Uifl arisr
j-:1e1'j l,all1., oui; o.l ccoLoirji c stru:a.l.c. As f,e'-ri.r poir''.,ed oui;, ,:1.!'
loBj-ca-l e)i.eirsioij oi i:rade u'lior aclrivii,i- is :i-l'.i-:i,:S ior cco,:l-
co::,ccsslo rs frolr trlc bo,rr2:eois s .a.c" A'rd i: is .. '-acJ .i a
t're bourgeois s'ii3e 'as 2raiicd arC iri1l co1tli"ue io I,ra,ri cci.-
ccssi-ols. 1-ose co1ceasio,rs ara- be subiecaivel-:.,or.1.1.:ss -o
li'..j Icvolu::ioliatrt. uho deSires t'e e-d oi c Di jalisrn, :,,,1i; O'. ii-eciir.rl'. to lhc t orki[rj c1ass, i"e.re i]tcttcr tcrr.Ls 1i U',to sol
o i iiei-r -l a.rour ooirerr . It 1s importsl]i to state t]la i; l,'.e c.,
concessj-or-iE ],)a..'c ..oi bee:l gra4ted iriitloui ar adI/ance iI i!-le
.co-io!!j.c s tjrl)Rg1e- b'r. t'e i.rorki lg c1ass" Thcsc aalvajrcc6 ,.a/i,
bce: led t-.ot l)-.,uade ur ioa.isi poli.tics bu1, l.Jv Coxrnunisi po:r_i,:l(^(lir Eri';ai., i,xoinp:l 3s erc +-\e d er.e l opne:--'i, oi t"e srop siieiral-cls
porrc ic) 1".d ,,,^o \.rorkir.,s class iorward agaiist ;hc sl,a;c e,td
opgoriu-ri-s'l-- '::racic uli-o1 l.eadi,!s a.-al the Unenplol.ed lJorr.el:s U j-c l
-r-- r i-lrs o.rlra.i-saiio- o! tl. u.craplo-ed aj'rd t'.e criDlo'recr! er:ai-rsij'i c siralje .r'rd oDporiunisl, 1-rad. r-r.1i01. j st :l,e.dcrs. )

lls 1or'1:, ea ;'e rulial cl?ss ca- r(1- o-'r oppor]-ur,j slt iradc u.,1iot-r-jsis i,-o 1,,.d , c r,ror'.:i'i: cIsss, j:":e-' q4 r qr,tir,e sa:e1-' al1oU lrlrc
)cc:romj-c s'l"ru:lgle rrllree l:cir.r" I- tl-is silrue*,ion t'e rul-i.:tj

cl ass ce4 all.,a-rs tr1r,r b'-.c .,co:'ro:ric struqple to their ed-"..r uaSe
so j L bccone: ol posj.ii.r. lse io tl,en. Ii is i:: L'.is lii.l. i ithcr:
t\e labour Parlr's l.andli.a6i i-::|,lrrstrial relations l)econes 1.r-
1,c-lliBi'!l-e" the currenlr !ve\rc oii uno!ficial strilaes is r,.,ide.rcc
"''.ra 

i, t-. e opporr-r-rnisf (re rnernber irrtis includes si.op stewar:ds .ot
jrlBi oi...icia1sl trode Llrlionj.sts l:aye been cauqht ouir" llr'-cse
r,-'.oi iicial sbriLes he-/e --eei coslr1.,, for t'tc bourgeois.i-e i-r,.. 1os!
prodcutio,l ai'd nal.e ordel:1- r.lre.si jica',io1 of e)qo1oj,ta;j.o:1 1--l;-
croductiviil, eqreemelts diiiicr!1-'-o inple'ncri" g.' prc:e'di.rg
lo be sr:ri,orrs aboui; t\e pcnal clauses 1!si -:car t're Lel)oLrr' P,r'j''
;.;2., e i' e trade L,-,rlror-! lca(]crship o charcc ho co,1s01i.date ?1d
re -.clr its ho-l-d o.-,'e r the l.rcrkiiF c1ass. *

lrhc trade urion leirders (and this ilcludes thc urro.ifical leader
sl,ip) b)' sr:a,-,di."rr up 1,o tlre lerrour Parttr on beial-l oi 'tlre
1i,orl;i.-rpr class:rre 1difl ro,l sir6!d:or staie co-rr-roli qa;hercd a
L;Aitiinsi;c clai-': i:o lead ihe r,iorking clesst .r:e'r',ed lee'l provci
j, -!e ii:re o,l barirl-e. ll-- t'is tactic -'e J,ebour Part* hoped
--s: !l-rc 'i:ede Lr-, io:i leadcrs' ip would be able to fead il'e \{orkir.
cless i,tto acceplling 'orderl"-' j ']dlrs!-r"ia1 relFtiolls, i.e., 1'rr1cr
rrcra liei6llred ir il"e 'rouroco siers Ja,/our. 'l]e iactic had. l-iinit-
od sLrccess--tlre TUC a1d iia,je ,-rrioi leaders no!/ ar-'e glioulrler:iilir
.;-,cir' respoqeibi-lill- l,o l-.ad --Lc 1\torlinP' clsss ior ilr'c lr!11iufj
class nore coitscientioLtsl-," horrever iie i.rave of strikes j-s S"-il

I Llsc prn.cl]ded- adr/j.soc11---tr,e Doi.ovaE Comllissior-r on iradc Ur:io
!v3nrcd l:h.) eovi againsl, f.rlrislaiion o"r ,-1nof:ficial strilies" I;
;.e-i.o' :. j. , onl c ';''; lill lc or e''e--. " e Jati"c e:."ect'
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rolling i;]. Tie l,Sboui Parii- ai, proseii, is 'lropinB iro ex;end iil)e
use o,f tlle tactic of state i.iorventioa-- ihis tir,e b.r using the
calrroii anal oot irire sticL. T'e Drescrt I1dustri,al Rclatio:ls Bill
v.!,ich collbai1's rcoilccssiorsr l-rai bec.: ilrtrodrlced ei ,'"is i,-i[e so
'bhat i-i; vJill not l-lecome 13r.r beforc 'i'"e rlext el-ection. T.letco'rccssio:rsi--dfe concesslo:s Jor tbe tradc union leaders--i'rot
the '!ror1i.i1g clasa. Tlg' 65114p trade uriorl nenbers'.ip ard recoB-
rlj.tion for ne8otiating purposes enforceable bv thc bourgeois state.
Tllev also give i,l"e txade Llnioirs the ri$h, io open certain com-
paBy books--to .iacilita"e rcasoneal and realisii-c wege cfains.
,{firer all vr].,cn a coropany is eirout to go brokerlihe UCS or Cammell
laird, ii;E 1n the worl(crs i[i:erest to knolr thisr so ihat the-
ce-. iacilitate ihcir greatcr exploj.iatio:] and tl:e suanival ori
bl.eir jo'rs" The trade union leaders exteld iheir power whilc '.;lc
bcurgeoisie gaj-n conscious a11ie6 anonB lr1.c hitllerto rr-ilorgaEiscc1.
Tl'i;he';rede union lcaders deliver the lrrade uniorr contributioos
(i) to tie labour Pa:rtl', 1oyal ard vocal support end 

'L.e 
Labour

ParLy is rcturned to power, tij-a carrol, will l-'c -il ortl: c omii'.C.

lla,rlroui an atlvarlce ol the oconomi.c stru$Ele, ii, is ui]r,ecessar..
Ior i're f,aborr.r Part- to cor,cede an'thiir{l ioril.e trotr'ri- fi c1ass,
and irrre.r r.ove no lnientior- o.i doi:rg so. i re !r1os'1t s1?-"1i.:icar1i,
I]leasur:e rcorlsideredr b'/ CestIc rrrs ttr.' leo.alisinc o' ')1Bc'ki-oai.
,Il:.is oi course lras re jcc!'ed as aidi!E the uor'iirlg cla6s i.n itl-tc
economic siiruggle (See inju.lctions or l! ailal G in llul1 tral{lcr
slrri-ke and [dF et Johnso,r llattiev C\emica1s, nr,fiel<1, restxai--'-iig
11.1ioiis irom eriorcing blacliiir6 icr 'ow .cc3ssar.' t ircepoo blacli-
ing is for tle vorkiag cIass" ) 1:"e reasois gi"cr. !'rcre tlat i;;rc
legat posi;iotl rvoulal r-c .'iar i:oo complex ior legislation.
.\1; prese-r- tl.e bourgeoisie is urrle:: pressurc iir the econonic s ir:r-
u:rql-c {ron '!r'e l{orlling cless lleitlier ir're :raale union leaders nor
sccial democr:a iric ate!i€) are roldi-.r: bacl: t'.e ticle eliicientllr
enougl- ,ior. i,r.c capi'.a1isi, c1asE. (Sec Lond StoLcs' spceclr wlreroi'l'lc rerni;rdg tbe social denocrata and opporrunists oi ihe JOrs
r.;rer.]- tire working class lres moving 'roward conmunist poliiics. It
i,ras l]owever a good-i-aj:ured repirdcr hr.ar a stiis\ il. ';ime savcs
i-rine i consolidete lour position wl.ile iLerc are no comnuiriat po1-
iiics to cralleirBe you.) ltlhus, the bourgcoisie are forced intTo
maliiog casi oliels Lj.g enous)- Ior tle tradq unior lecders to
presenl to t e liori(i'-: cless ss a victor',. ' Ttcse war-'c ih-
creeses uil1 jusf r:ecp pac-A r,,iF', inilel.io-.
It rousi, be 6ai-d t'!at ihe said i\a-' the opportuiis:i 'i,rade uni-oil
leaders are --o-: itailing to lead tle workii."E class rio:r' lecli o:itrviir6, In iac'., if .1'or1 look ai; t:lc r.eceirt vicissi-tudes o,l tl. es-
onom c s-irruBgle, there are lnsta.ces where slop s1revards a-:')al eve-,]
:tr. r/.e uu:i,o.a of-iicials l"ave appeared more nilitart 1r'ar: i-reir
Dcnrlers--tle GEC-AII reduDdancies oi Sept ,.9 e]]d the -ord disputeof Dec r59-Feb r?0.

G,,]C.AET NEDU]'IDANCT]JS

It is plainly iisufficient to s..' irla!. tt"c t,rorLiers !,erc not bc-
hj-l]d tle shop stewardsr demands for occoupation bccausc thei c1j-dliot uudergtaI1d. the d.eep poli.tical siqaificarce of au occupatio:l
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'i'l e occu!a.:ior: oi_ tl"e .iac,or:i.es was slia red 'r" ,l're slrrop Eiay!lids
Ac!'i-oi', Coinri-.i.ce '.o bc a rs-,Tho'l ic Droircsir . !'rev edrrrin.cd-
rrricrr l,aC :,o plei.s aljcui, irr'.:r t i,o do o ce i'c' 'ad occupisd i,l:C
:i'.rc!'orias 3paiai irorn r,1-,'ri-- tl:cn. !l _c - consul .cd. ir;ac f is,:i ,dia
o. liorr:ers Cc ir'Ji'ol or. I r)1r -'ou ra.. a. occupied :ac-'or- s _11 L-c
t :a;i !:tlte ii. ',iL,.rar1 ltafl-a- lrecruitir'rl. ,lisaiiec-'ed pe1.',.7-boi1r- eoi E

a.,rxj oLls iro r.cndcr a s-libolic pror:csr, 1-oja l,lte jobs o I occcrl i :
::C. !lre sr.op $re1,'ariS i-rC,.er cOrsul-ed tr.eir momaers ar'3O1,i; i,'esc
Iil.ars ulli -1,1 I taa 2 da Is be rior€ ..e occup=l io-. lIJs ple.l1ecl,. l',en
.r j l,l.c r,iasG '.ceii,.qs, t:a nrorLers orrerl-rl'e lniir q1y rejeci.e!a, pIe,,s
: Orr OCCL1Da alCir,

,i., roj,..uFi $,1oul-d be nade:('l)T'ie r:cdundancics l,rcre irl trr1 area o
'rr1- rr,-rcrpl- o-,r en t l,Jitlr e :rc1ative1.i lower propotiic- o' er.i,o-
r:-iri..A jclrE i,.air r,'re re';iola1 averaEe" Il, rras obviollsl- gqj-_-1g io
r.: Crr:iicL:1i- rirr:iOOO cnE,ineelrir,.g dorl.ers lo r:ir.d jol-.s elsc'.r'.e-re
., l..rrsl.--sj.de) :ii ..ob .Lnpossibfe. Givcn irhis :acr, j-t sceis
.r ,, joL,s i,':rt ii 51.6 5:,nn sielrardsr acLrio1:t conmitiree ttaal ttad a
l)L;.:, c.i :co,roitr'(, ij_i rugfle lilich rnade sc1se 'bo the rdorkers l;l:rel
!c-r--- Ll l:Lar,'l .roccp-;ci ii" (2)Oi'1c of tl,e poit,.ts i-. t.e mouel ll:r,o-
:,,,:.. tl ,':r al'rof si,ewarcls Acaion Comniitee was irlia: irhe..r l.ad vcl:-r
:llroi lj roijc. c! .lir r:r.duldancics" Aa-' lvorlier iir c' 3iue er.i',t a,j r.ri1:l_
:.1,-r.,,, ;l ai .-:::c,LI.,L!a,rc-;' is a possibiliil iliver --ecr-,ooloeical
(,'r! r!,r ,,-i r a,:io]lalisattorl" Tr: hc lras not erperierced iL', ;ireil
lr. rr.or,: ..r:t\joi.c ,,.r| o lr.rs. irl. e-.r alXC, EI and. ,AEf mcrged, it siould
l li'ji r.c. . -r-:ous ';'ri]',, ral,1o'talisaiioi" like ilis 1rou1d briilg
. c(lLL,,-ar,, '" rr.d '.i il-re ',-ios,- cof sciouslrmost nilitEi.tr a,rd
'j.;.1:r ,lro! !i.rlraids trer,c cr,r-1g'i b i{itr1 their k]]ickers dol,m. I
i.i'. .L i1o:u -.iLef., iira'r tr're-r re:usod to sce the redLritd-a.rc:.
cr-roFi,:ior r-, rl,i1 Loo lat!- i ecause l-o deal lritL ii, 1nou1d ,.gvc Le-
a,ul::eal a iior:c Lllorough oiagenisatiotl o.i tle t,/or\ifg class e c1r a
,Le ,r adc uiio:r -lc'rei ljhair tlrel. r,r!:re preporcd 'ro undcrtalae" lc-
rr.,,,la[c-,/ is 1c i Eone]rhi.,1g that cal be fought by, a:r uoof.iicial or:
-r:ii-ci.a1 siiilie i' oie oi ilrrec lactories for hovrever' 10 -. or:'
'.01,.rr..i sclid" !l c sr,op stetrar:ds l..no\,,' this as do 'nheir .ie 1o1.r
rr,ir:l.cis" i., re!L,.1r.cs r'.3t bl_e id1o1e irdustrY be prepared i,o
.i,J,re ou: o.r si,!rilie a:d tlrab th,. rest oi tlle !"'orLii1g class i-s
r r,:-r11.i $eal i11 srppo:rr ( ,o L moral or iolieri supporb, but seri-ous
irri)llorL. ) ,-io:ir 'ljlr o rror].i1:l cfass to iiglrt redllnda-cl. would rnealr

.:1!-a-'gi,l-a !Lo cco,roriric s jr.ugglc ond preparirg f or polirical
;i,r.ilics. jrrorlrcruo-.ls Coninunist leadcr:ship"

'r,i.;.cr. ;',c s]lop slre'i{ards 1tor the trade uoion leaders arc pr.pai.cd
-o ur-.al-e.r.arie LLis l.iad, of o:rganisation" llot ol..f-,r do 1,1,e IcclL,i d--
,,',cies .,cc!r, -bu+-, i'3 wortj-4g class is ae\rer rconauf i,-edr a_,'oLla
', 3',li!i. j-1, ui-l4 tuDpori il.e on1-I rcefisiic coLrt:se cr: opposi tj.oir"
-.r';:r iioin ;1.. Il.ilri pubtinB a ra.eluard positjon, ir; occuo:cs
a -csi,'j.oi ir ihe rcar o:; llre uorliing c1ass, 're11i)til]g .liai
:i.ar a'r L,j (-L 3nc li oair ba rci ilcc Irel-loopposeclr b., pei Ly-bourSeo j.s
lcii ias-, i-r lr:ac.rica" ll',e turorliers in GaC-AilI !,,cre correct io
' l. c I c ."-Lo_-- vo-'i, ^ clrss poi: o; vi-r!r

. .r o. .r =.-:-.-:='6-c o----T--db=;-lr. , ....,
shor-. st.,rr r.a:l rrcr:4. adrcc:.'ira pe',,t-.-boufr'.co i€ rrisi :ul:til1!1ei1t



1r tlre l:ope that the working class vould adopr,' ileft pettY bour-
gjeoist po1r1,ics and ;ate a lesson iron-the studenis in lotr ijo
64press'-l'our opposition in a creetivefa/ llre tvorLiing class ii:L-
s';6ad- agreed l,itt its rRight' stewords that creative protest
,rolr"1d- do-iotlanq to stop tite bourgeoisie"

q Coinlrlj.l1sl, leads i\e uorkinB class in the economic stru831e 'o1r

aavocailng an aclvance ia tl'al, struBEle" Tlis obviouslY requires
a,r aclvance ir trade ution organisation fTom thc status qr-1o and
:n j-llcreasiilg rrvolvenent ol the mass of rvorkers in tbe class
sirugg'le" fbe rier::' today claims to advance the econoroic
r;-rugjle b.,' or tl.e oae lranal mour,'\ing slogans aboLtt corrupt
:recl,c ulro,-r ofifcials snd the impending crises ol capi'irelis'n a!-!d'

c. ,,'irc otler hand leading irlle $iorking class back frou c-conomic
i1r,rL1g3le on a!1j/ issue r,ririch nii8ht lead io a political strike.
I.-- pofibrcal neetinqs of politicaflv coescious lilor'1iers r 't\e, -.:'Lr lnaders (Ra.uelsor,'C1i fl, Birci etc) s ou': r:"eii '-el-Lc'
.ln -iihe lre\.olui;ioi1 w1.i1e fointi g out sollerl- tirat tbe lrorki-cg
cla6s iE not ready vet ta foIloi; ther0' t\e revoluiiio.]aiios to
relroh,tion. ilonevcr, iust becaEe tlle \ror'.ing class is uot read.l'
io:r revolution, the rev')lutionaries must not forsalie it,_'aui-
iisiead lead it fcr those sma1i but important victories j.n tbe
c:o,:omic Etrug8lc. !'"is stand is ttecessarv for the 'l,eftt io
ir,aiolraio its control over its workiEg class cadres" The pol--
iiicauy conscious workers learn their Merxist-],eni4i st poliiics
lere:l'larxist-leBiaist politics is not for i'e masses. Armed
1i..;h this revolutionary dictum the r,rorkiag class cadres go out
rii.-l :l-cad tbe Easses as rhev have rreen taughb--back arra-r :from
eco:omic sjrruggle which could pro./e danElerous--ior therleltr
--rr,ders a-od the bour8eoisie" !,lien tl-re uorliing class do 4ot
.iollolr the rleftr if. ecoqomic stTuggle--as at GIC-AEI' tlle
:1"^itr lead-ers counsel tl'!e shopstewards not to be dishearie-oed.t
i, is on1]. that tl--,e rleltr were too iar out in fro'at of the
irorking c1ass,,-his -'ime. There is no need io reaso! further.
-lter: 'rhe occupationrs iailure, ilone of tlre rT,eftr groups bad

.i"i su'rstaative criticism of ihe E|op sier,uards to nakeji Tl.rev

.?oafioed thenEelves to regret that this revof ut j onar,y tactic
lras not adoptcd: !

I!,e rl,eftr working class cadreE do noi occupt, positions of lcad-
.r:strip today because of tbeir present heroic ro1e" The-r are
'nhere because o: tlre'worlii,Ig class strug8les wlrich 1.rere led
ir.iking class roeD in the vanguard of their class dLEing and
jusi arfter lJor.la llar I. Thc CPSU(B) and thc Communist fnter-
national recognised. this wben tbcv invited these leaders oi irhe
ne.u shop steriarCs movement to irl,e 2nd Congress ol ilhe Communis I
IrbeloabiDal ('T920)" Th€se men had advanced r'he economi,c strug-
31e bw orgenislng .bhe \,rorkiog class at the shop i1oor, at tl.e
industrial 1e,,/e1 and at the natioaal leve1 into a force thic}l
the bou.::geoisie had to reckon with and maLe significant con-
cessions to" fbey rxade shop Etewards the effective leaderslrip
ci l;:re workilg class movement. (Bv eJ':lective leadershjp f
reen.t!is:€jiver'r Conmunjst leadership bv the sltop stelrerds, irhe
uorki.lg class could struggle agaiast tr,s oljportunist trade u.nio-i.leaCers anal the bourgeoisie aod build the iouodations for a



-19-polj-ticej sirili." Oa-1iou-sl,i any suct organisational !/eapon ce:l)e tumcd .16ei is i :r-e r ,:.tti,.g class it o;po;to"i;; :replacesC9!mu, i:i 1ee1.,1.s'iip) Ihcse ncn were roi-lenirists but j;he t,were a,,tti-c-apital j-sts aid !,.,er:e. trhe 
"""go"rd-oi fie worr,:ltigc-ia6s, a?ra[ because oi ii,is Lenjn statJE-ir.at-ir_,ew"t e:!:e ir.e nosjlpj:L:i,, :o,c4 r.;rj ar. ron r.:e ":.intipltnc of riu....r_- 3';1cr?J. pro]e+erler iovemeni. i,; ts tru!-io-si-- i,l"t "u "_-r,.)' ';.,. pce!icr1.t ;'on st.... r...-.1i.....-.oai i.-:,.'-iiiu"l rcsu_It o{;i::'J?'}i:; :ll;:,;;"ffii:"" rea u-j r':csi oo, .'-i.i"o,u"-.-t, .-.

"l;n',.;t;6 
i, ilJ' virl?'i1"ll,r'1.";;g;r,;r:.";filii:.i ;i"X.l;,

5tl-rD,LR) TRIUI{P..t,.It'Ttr ..ATrotrAt

;:o':,Sec -. ot t' '), 11lo 16rlasa5.6 Sra-darj i, j.unp!--t-t,r. ...r...( ,1-,r 14 -,i.,crLool v,o.e on s-,rike ,;;; ;:-;";r;;": i,. tu.,s ;.- (1- ::. c p1-or/is j.o. o. .::. )er ,cc:t-w..e-r l"iJ o.;"::ri:_r.r. .o - ...' '-r(-Li o:i.... 9-.,. rrrnii.s; ,.ua :aIie,lii:ia .,"1i,_e" -_.,n,.'-., '.' Lr: -l . ,r ts j : , .e 1r..j-,r, 1,r.ile ,\e fi rc"lciel Tj:,lLs re.;-fi,"ri , ,:; ],"i,, lo "ec:: ,'i :.u :i": i,.",-oiilidi,g .o ,o
r3i, ;;;::, . -"" " "f.i,r,.ii"rX3;"1!tt;"";:':i3':":;.'t:.JT;
ilre den-L.rd ;.r ."2, per ,rcetr. trt,e11 raid off tr.rouc.l .,-.ro ;eult or
-,:lt ,.l':.,;t,: ::"l:jl ....-.: rr..:-;:i,rr':'"" ,.ro'Jii,riii,..q t,o 

"o.,:t:.,;.",,''..':j 1;: : :..;;-i"r11'rr,"l"":;::::":11.".'e;";:",9.'r. r-.s ., ..-ciL...* i.. ,.,. m.-?. i,.a.rgtr.-.--6V.ux,iaii. a,O .orAs-wc 'i:.r r,.a.i.r: djsDUt,. "-9y..,i, . i".) 
tro,.6"-T.li.nE"., 

"o....,..L.l-" l-i.lkcJ I). cI_. 1:-.. .i; ,-,n ,,'i1.1..-^:':.--' t i'' i.e'
: 3g;,!;;1 ; ^!::-:i :, lii'e;'t.o'"15;'i.,:::;ru;";."r,i;ii;-,u u .r :.r.cra.. 3il1,ics. l,le l.o-rd slril(.. 1rs:;'f:'i.9;''j:0 -' , l:t ,,:^, l.d'l i "i..--i'::,'''-i.:u'_ir,r- r-r",'".1.,.,__ .,'. .. tlt,^;::, ,--:n..on:.1-, -, 1oo;cs, r,."s .o

,. -?"'+'+' . ]' ., ',,,.1 .: sr:- iu ou''sLdc 
"Le 

conn"'--:cI;er ..

scre oi-ra,:ou:r:-.i",;"I',''i;"ii"[l:i:;::..,i:]r.i:,:*:,:"":i:ii:";,'
'(.c:uoe i'c j.s .;:. i'. :.or.i1..,.- -rrci ioi:* ol vi.i.'

:I1; is impo! lan'r, .i.o rioi.e u-e col-]duc,, ci tltc trade unt-o:.r o_i.iicir_ |

91i 1 ",,. i,iqi: *"ull"l li!,,1;3"in5{"$';o}":il;Iea....at,,no u rne 
-a 

1:,'r".nc1al _-ir- descri\e.l ps. ,,rle;aic1w ;,;"."ii.,lr:i.,"f ,,,.ro.1es :nd Sc.jrio. at c'1 T.FLo:rr p:rt* Clo,tferJnco-rri.a n ,".,ra,c work .ri.\- o=dor. ro $av: r,.astre_wiiior,iJ'r;"""".rri,!l bir:e c,ir_-!:;:' l:9 ?::.'19. ::"^ ':^iS.,u,t^"ii', LJ p,:J-iu"l o'c a ,cirot-. -LJD.,"r-; in i..'L t.ir A_jE CocideC-to ,"^-,co:i-t. e nip.r '( rljI j .l ic . .jr-isr,.J ,.akirr-evidc:ce 
,,us- as :q I novcs Loic,'rL:i., :.. !rJr-! v/?rr -r,-ci.r. (f,"-e#-uti iia :i.. .,,]]" a,."

;:^'l;,9^S;1, ,l-^'" Ill!,1- ,." '..-u.o, l.':J agic.i:-,-!o :.rs. -rt.r . .. " "4.: cst pcogressivc e.rd pol i-i;ic..tE.ba L':neLt i1c:,r tr)e .jr..-rr oi , i", -. t'iti3'i"iii ia'Jiu53, ,ooot
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tl:e exaci funclri-on of Inquiries b:' tie staSe tbat I i'ave seer'
ii-crrne not from unofficial- i"ia""" but from officers') The -
"i,ii"Iif"; 

-"""auci 
sourd not-rre described as hindering the sT-I

;;t;ili;; tiooeh t""v did not edvlace it' .rn fact'-moves were

,,. dcr wo-r to ?dvelce "". "-";;sii; 
j""t a" it Y?"-:?11:d o:r' The

[iiiir["r""""-ir-t're first nonEs to edvelcc and t'1e '[irst irovea

to call oif wos tle same: t ''""i"if ""a 
jti'" shop stewards conmittee'

lir-i-is pcrt of -'e British Le:'land group'''

I'is is onlf 3n apparent contradiction:to hold o--to-their lead-

. rs'io of t\e '!,rorkang 
"r"";";;;";;;;'siewaras 

rqust takc up t'e

-.rroiric struggLe. t"ev cJt'ioi f,e-iuietists' A1d furtr'rernorc

r.(.- iusr be see.. to ," ,tiini"ti-*ii]- eut 
. 
oppor'- ':rists slop

:'i':\,/ rc.s must aLso tt' "' ti"u"iiliesi potsiuii 
'moDrenl' 

to srorl

c,vor'rine. cle ss. t! at 
-i' 

he :i:FFi;.1,:: "::oi!'il""'"t"lu3l"t ;u;:",.. slould be c:1Ioo o,,. ,iriir'i""ii"-rli"; opportu: iim- cair
r:.'-es it Lri11 becone-a PoI

-i1' lePd to deiest t'n"n-'iiia be dangerous 6s-rar as rqel1l-' :ie i""d"""'rn 
; 31-.19.Yr,,inl- ii:"i'nt:fo::yt["T":?*9,

',;:'#:::,::';:"[3;'.33tXi! ;#'ii["i; ;e seck ind'isolate t'e
ii .ri"; ,Lo" soing outside the rules of tl'eix game'')

:,- d-r joi,rt shop ster,rardsac"H*:?:.t?1"?.FiBb";:r?"::11"-
,_l*:'rtt=,**ti.'i:ei:t?::'?i"!:i:Ilir.l;* 

;:_il:;"u.:,ali
' ;ro come oc-ers" 

'i'1I "t,oo-"i"ritds 
the4 postponed'

. 
,. :',:-t!t'3:?iil"::H't:;t";d"tiJiEri"i i-"-r'ordon^6t Lord

: -;.e,8 i-vitation to' ""i'ii; ;;i;;;-:::::;,'lrll: 
t;::i:""t

:,'t 1: !? :9::"': "'::+, :;.:-ta' "";"'r'"i iE"'i Jt' to-ti! iier"raras t\at
'LrOlCt DLolicb...
,.ctwosidcscouldcoBeio'itigt""',untonthepav-ilcrease
rl:irncd and o,-, "'v p.oar"ti"ii ""Eiii"ii t;at nigi't.-be attac:1ed"'
n'c shop stel{?rds ''"" 

t'Jtliiioa"'i' t8-uu"rpool aid passed

lord Stokes' message on'

- ) Dosilion up 'io tl]is p^'iri was t'rat B-t' Lad refused to ra'le

. :'iiure for psY jncxcas""i'liil'i"" il""-'Et" stil1 out--riehtlv
,.ron-i"eir vie!^rpoint u".otprii'lr'o" a sLrike which js solid
..t.rccs t'.e initia'rr.ve t'"ttii""'o'["I'"] 

-- it i" nob hard' io cleduce

ilen Lord Srrol:es nusr: "rrr" *ii".""n- iidicatior -of pav-rise t1d

-1so irarned t''e B-r' s''9p ltBi'"ii"" iit-i'lr"i would-\appca i'f t"e
,,-,.Y.,iuii-.-"i,r,,. :p:l tla:;":li";:: tm:lt,::',1:""i;; !?; ;ie"
il;lEi33uol.T?'E .-33""i;ir;;;l:-"iil*, it +: ":ll?1" 

tret t'\e
rtrrke16 taking part wourdviJvc lon"ia6t"a the'1ogic of t'c st-I
dc,end :or laY-orr pev ";d ;i;F;"i:;;;-9":t3+:r;l:n.:::$:.1'
i ;l: ;:5:',,ffi 

"i:i":"ii 
:"|Hil:''"l"Pi"Eliii"i' o'1 ^i"--i: 

i par" )
'tr wes tie possibilit! o'"'!"iia"i-"i'irre for a workinF cI:1ss

rlcnand 'ihat r,ord stokes ""ir['iii'""r"-"i 
-io b" t'"t*-*n"tied e-]out'

i'/ iIe it mar be poasi5-Lc'iltit"i"o"'-"ith a slop-sbeuar'ls con-

ririirree. it is far nlorc oii;i";ii-;o reason-wix\ e spre'din B^s irike '
i:;:";i"^;";;";i"g u'; *"i-poit"'t nuet invol..e sone consessr-oi:L'
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Becauso il-,c siroI, stclrar'ds cornmittoe was not preparcd iro adl'a;rce
-:i!c ccoilonic srrruggle bt orpanisitg B-l workers to uin i:\is
de and. ( tirougr..Ll,e 1 llad c\.idence that ttre vrorlters were prepared
to do so), lrle'r !1seal ij!,eir rgood officesr 1ro seitle the strikc.
,'i.rd" j,"ldced t'.J ST-I rrolrliers lrerc correct iro vote to go r)eck whcr'I
ooi-1..ironircd bn +.;lreir'r:e1for^r-lvorkcrs (shop sicwards) on i;he si-d.c
orl B-f," Tl'r e.i plaiil'. \ad no lrope of wi:r.ing--even wl:et1 tliejl:
orr]r renks ab ST-l: i{ere solid. I. tl.is case no 8ui1: cail be
pl-aced at tlre :icet of ilc tradc unj-on leaders. lord Stokes cllose
.-o 1() to vl"cr. th3 cifec,'i.rc lcadcrsl.ip was--tl-.e shop stewards

c oniti-ttc t.-_eilcl c onvflnc?-t-l ei rr.at B_f, ,.rould Wi4 if it, cardg !.o a
1;icic,r a'ld ror.-i sr-i' j-ou6 s'r-rike "

ro. rr)

'1 ..i r'o:d .- .r. i'-,c r-, ir Sr.iansca and Iialewood il1 Fc'b r70 \4as over,irlte
1esLl. or,' par'il::, oi pe'I witl tbe llidlaqds car factories. tr'rom
;'.., :ioLf ui.li s;r:ii(e at Ford in arc'n '69 the txade unior o::iic-
.,a-'s iad, iij!rr:.o a 3jrc.r l dcal. T|at strike ,rras starred e.iicr a
Leali L'o D.tlc,.L:raro st.,.rards of the nc agrcement about to 5e sigtred
u.:rar:j i]]o..;r,' .' 'lr '.he l:ra.]e u'lion leaders on tle liatiooal Joii]t
.'e:lo;jati-ic Coirilittcc" Tlre Dagenl.am stewarals duplicated'rlte
ap-):ccine n L and pu: ii; al, the disposal o-r other Ford plantsr aitop
s r:ei.r.,':ds. r! si,r.iho r,.,bul::ed ;hai was so solid (a plant 1,'rat:.ed
,to hj cbotl. or'Lcoircmic sl,].ugglc, Besildot, was one of tlle uoEi,
:r.,''-1..i ;,r:rl) ;!:a .-'c .ii-:-I' ai:d T eird C !"rere forcad to declare ii,
c:'::j icj..1" ,1:i i;:..' ,,'rj,s ..rlperier:lce oi havinE their positlo'il as lead-
.)i.6 rlL',d-e' j.r,ed lrlr tlle rro:rkj,irg claEs in ecoFomic struBglc, ;l're
D.:or:.-i.riis:r-?. '::,:.i.- ,.r:ri c . leadcrsh4p s'roued tla't it lr.l1deis:ood 1,,l.ai
,c do io ifai,iti'i.r its t,u'choritw"'

!'r.:'ar,d a: E.:- i1t-' :n r'r,io]lo-l-ive netj.o-al cor.mittee represeillrirg
ijjs 10OrO0O rio;cr ildustr.r mcabers, chaired bv the natiooel o:iif-
j-c,tr -irr t''!c i,1ou5,-':ry, ]-.u'L '.avinB r-l o constitutional sta,rus-
i"c.r llclljheir fi|o lational officer nor t}]e Executive werc bound
')'.r iir'ri. .or.i--'.crs dea,isions. The value of tlrc committee (for
l;lo o.iii.cials) \,rrs il.ati T and G offi,cials lrere convenila,i tl,e
.!ifgc_i4tlc, icadcrship--the shop stcwards--Siving them a clrailce io
i-al-k and taLc deci.jjon6 without binding anvone ljo aDy aci:1od and
1,'j. i:lroub nairing aa., pro./ision Ior anl/ advance in eflective organ-
is.::i.oD, c"8", ,rt i:he s:qp floor or betwee[ p]ants or bei;rreec
ilr:.rsI c"g. ) yalrilia-l1 snd B-L supportin8 lord.
lllrc iord stelrards agrccd on thc demand ol parit.r i:rside 'ohe new
co.,rij-ttcc aird sp.rab mo:i:e planiing action on paritv a, tl,is 1eve1
their i,l,e), Ci!.. ab tlic slop floor or between planlrs. The only
Ii13 i:cr:ial- aorion ulricl 1;he shop stelrards took were sone mass riect-
ilgs (at Dagenhan in iro,r '59r the mass rneeting ws9 addressed by
i/:iu11 .;ime unj-orr ofii-ci.ls aild a Lobour MP onlv.), sone posiets
a1:d, badBcs. It is :'e!.('lw surprising tbat aftcr Ford nad-e ibs
oiie. o-l flri licr i"rcel. iihr shop sie\dards first decided to call for
poEnpo,r.erl.iirl, oi' lhe strilie lor tvo wceks (except at Swansea ril'ere
;1l()\' come c..rl, rpr.ctna'butc1lrr, trhen the lord steward.s commj-'t'aee
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had. oriBiaally tlrrearJeoed and had to
while parit,, wa6 further discussed.
bnig:-.t, tbc s'urike call was -rejected.
.lSone aectio'rs at I{alewood later car0c

be called bask into Iii1e.)
And at the end of tlria :raorL
by all plarts exccpt Swansea,
oui, in sr-rpport oi Swaosea.)

It is necesaarv to staie tbat tr'ord nanagenen, had also learoed
from the Harch 169 strikc. Tlrev lcarned that u'1.e workers were
de!-e{oined enou8h to warrant a large coEh offex. tllis .bhey
nade/.

T\a '1500 workexe et Swanses stsyeal out fo! 1 weel(. !l:e Swar.lsea
s1.op sbewards duril]'g this lveek provid.ed no leedera]rlIF-eilrher
i", ierms of advarcing ttre stxike or calling i,,- ofi. [heJ, Irait-
ed uniril the trade union o]:ficex produced a face-saving fornu.la
for r:e'i:urn to uork (Labour Reletions d.irector Ransay pionising
brlat parity could be a contiBuing discu6sio:1 topic for t\e next
yeer though undcr the terns of the new agreement there were 1ro
'oc Do serious pay negotiations for 1 vcer.) Ihe S\/ansea shop
6 ier.rards had Iibt1e choice. Tbe shop stewards in the other
Ior.d pla'ots had not shown the workers that parity r{,as a demaad
ilrat cou.ld. be wol bv economic Btruqgle. Thus en'J cr.ance of
5wa'lsea wrrni,r8 lrhl-s demand alone u,Ea outj Yet Llc workcrs a:
Swansea l:rad eccepted tle logic oi tne parit.r demand and the Deed.
to strike for: it. Tr:e linancial [irE quotes a "fsirly typical
convcraotionrt:
rrr'vl'.al, do ]rou lihink ol. the offer?'
'f donrt il-1ink anyone could disagree that ilr is a very good
ofier.l:So '.ou are in favoux of roturning to work? |riro. IL uight sound alright but what -rord is trving to doill i;c bllr off tlre idca of paritv.
The votes in favour of paritv at mass meetings at other Ford
plants prior to tIe negotiations (DpEtenham, IIalewood) 6hov -irl]at
the workers therc also und.erstood. this. But tiey could sec ;'teu
tlre alrop steward.s had. mede no provision for alr effective stril(e,'!r-,ai; iihe). were not scrious berrond. serioLrs sIo€:anising, Che o'.i7plarls were support fron trade u1lioll officials the meaning o-l
ruhich in terns of action was never made clear. Trlis kind oi:
lead iroro trade union offi-cials can ol1\- be ioker support l2d
vas Been as auch b\. t1re r,roxkinr c1ass. The off c a1s r,rere .not
commi!Lirg t emaelv-s to morc.

Giveir irl.at ihe shop stewards t^rere unprepareal to lead. -the vorlieraai -!'ord were correct in voting not to strike. T!e- had no evid-
ince ,"-hai, a strj.kc would bring them nore 1,han tlt a week because.bhe shop stewa. rdsr strike call never went :urther ';ha'1 rheioric.
Vllrc: t're Swairaca pIr,rt caoe out, Reg. Bj.rc',, AItr iord neqo:iaiox r
For'd u,rion6 Sccrect,r', and Gcneial Secrecai* o- Lhc CIts"(t4L),
supported the strike and asked. tbe AEE nxecuti..c to make itof-icial. tr'rod E:.e point of vicr.' oi tLe rle:'L', Le r:ook e pri.r-
ciD1ed position. Iron the point of vicri of .r^e workirq clalsard tl'e economic struggle, BiTcl.'s action neant nobhina. Wtlenthe -crlk_c:!ye_ teadcrship, the slop ster.rerds ioint commilrtee, 'nad
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ineie ,',o seri.ou'.s plans io or:anise a s triLe, Bircl'- coLl1d l''1:,is i "
moxal BuDport. ot 1". ; or Birclr to l-'ave gone iurtl'cr llrolr'ld ha'/c
i,-.i""a- ititi-: e v. lgrl3rd positioo to ahe sbop.sl'cwards:su'3;i-i'g
i.e:, a tigt,te"in" of aid nore tr.orou[]. orgai,isatio.. was -1ecessar'

io-rvin ti8 pariili dr:nar-'d; tr-at i.-i t'as dis"o"esi to i"e worki'i,

"iu"" 
to iaiocate parit'" lritlrout clearlv boing olll-c to lead i'lre

,ori.ers i" an eife;i,-l-/c strikc a1ld clcerl- staiing, io t'l)e -'{orl(ers
wl,ai, lras invol,,'ed in ar eifeciilre strike(e.g.,]:ee1 suppor" llro l

norkei:s in oljher: car compal1ies r iirm controf ovcr *redc rr.ioil
ijiii"iir"l; irhat if the lhop stcru,erds belicved a strike oi tlrris
f.i"a ,u" irirpossiule tl.ey should ilot have advocatcd paritv' 1;
i" rorti, Jt^atirg ttat this is the only positioll in the ccoroi'ric
sin-r,zafr which atands for the woxking class interests ailc' is iil"e

or-11.'fosition a Connunist can take" An" otler posiiion erpos'F
t1.,"- tit u" as 'beillg f or the working class inberests in te]-l< a:'d
agaj,ns i; tl--r en iD prectiae.

fil looki-i]8 at the shop s tel'rardsr rolc in thc liarch '59 stril:c ei:re

in tlre De6 '69-3err'7o negotietions wc are faced with trle same

apparent contradicllion o; at S[-I: t]'lc s|lop ster'lar s a t iirs"-
I;'ading the workitg class iorward in tlic economic strugSle a.'ci
rr."i pirii"E hem bact. T4. sanc cxplalation as.in S--T 'o1dn:
5:..^ si.6p s-ieiva:rds carr:rot riaintain t'rAir leaderstip \'Iithou; :;igl "
i"" lLi'econonic siruaelc. But ii t'Te econonic s";rugglc advarocs'
inl' sL.op stclizrals wili-c1so hot hold tl're lrorkil-Ig class' ff 

" 
c

oDDor;unis: s .op sier,/?.rds cre too -[3r ije].indr "'lc !/orl:ing cl.'ss
wiil spo"t.a-coIil" st--jl,c UitLout tlan, j' tuer lced Lle Lo1 :1 'i

"i"i" 
ioo far:orwerd' the politics of trrei-r lositiol: will be

expos cd.

I,JHY COI{VU]IISII' TISORY IS I\TNCESSARY

It is inporta4t to finish o:r e lessoil i'rhich the enployers enc
ior-i"".iiirg if they did not alxead'i' knoLr it: the capitalist
"1,"C"n 

ri:.l""o"ti[ue i:o Bcneratc'spontaneousr economic stru361'
iir t:.c rvorking class l,:baEever the b;l'avi-our of slop stewards ai'
Lradc union 15aders. Tr.e Ieeds clothing and t'\e PilkingUolls

"i.iL"" "r1o, 
this very cIearlv. l,eeds there thexe had not' becr-r

i i"rious disputc sinie 19r.. and trreu not a cit--wide dispuie
(a:ld a l,ecds-iiidq CisDutc i:a^4s rrosil ^nd. 'Jh nosr producJir''1"
:;;: ;.d-p:;t ot b.( l-itori.q industrv)" Pilkingto-s rv :t'.'
ticr.o frd'not 1-'con 1 scrious disputc sincc thc Got1cr1l. Strilic"
1-,. lbr,r-sc c-scs tfc wor.kia6 cl"ss c^rrics thc opportunist sllop
lhoo stcwlrds .t iis i1il or lc^ves thcn conplctcfv bcbiid'
iirf "-ru .."J of thc Gl'I!,| in Pi1l(irgto1l, thc T-ilor's 'nd Girnci'i
l,)orkcrs in f,ceds, 1nd ihc lr'tionlt Unio' of B1" stfu-rarcemen rt
fort T'ttot, t*e'tr^de uoion offici-1s werc conplcicl'/ lciii
bcl.ird 1nd ilrcir uscfulncss for 1-hc \ourgeoi-sie tbercbl' dini-'risl -)
.Ihc Lr.se:iulqcss of ihc '],eft' for the bourg(oisic is provcd-" -"'lle il,c:it' nrv bc lcft bchiad 't firat, but it sooil l"rill
rcE.i,r its li].dcrsl'ip positioil i1 tho 'rbscncc oi Comnuuisrr' T'ic
ilE:ii, is noi,:rfrrid-to 1c1d ir'lc ccononic - 1ltt1.' bcca[sc iii is

"[iii"a-io 
ilrur brioging it t].to stcps tr.cli. IIowcvcr' rs ir thc-

"ir.".-"t.it ii 
l,."1v"ia xbovc, tLe cionomic struggrc ^t lccds :i1c

iiir.i"si"" -t""" . c11,,t.,"" of b6iag ^ l'/ic1;or for r'hc workiog cI'ss
- 

__ 
l-'
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out 01 v,hich the working clrss will le.rn Coffirunist politicE
orll/ ai Coxnurist. polirics cxists. Tlc frct th^t no ccolronic
stru8glo rcccntlv h:e clded in victorjr for tnc worlring cl.sa is
. surc sigrr 1j';rr.i rT,cflrr sl^op stewnrds .nd of.iici.ls "rc follouiilS
dpportunisl; r'-:d not Conn]uniet. politics.
I'rc r1:jorij,1, of t'.Te Bhop stcwlrds 

"rra 
*.r?itll8., ulion orificiarls

who givo oppoxtuirist poliiic:l 1c'rders',jp to t'irc 1^,orl(iir.g c1.Es
sre noL coiracious oppor'nunista. What d.ocs ihis me3n? Tl-:r l"- t,rcse
wdlillS c1^ss lc.ders do not intend to lced tlre workii'lg clrss bacL
fron cco-aonic strugglc bcc:us;-ilic:i wish to bc the bourBeoisj.cts
most trusted lieutcncrrtE; lhc'.r clo i.t becruse thosc 1t thc herd
of trlro rleib' .re colscious opportunists, Tl']e rT,cftt lcadcrs
ar. pc lr';y-bourgcois--ro. i..ccess:ril, by c11ss oriEio, lzut rlwc-s
by consclous decision. Thc-r live oif thc b.cks oi the wor!.i-r g
class:nd, prod.!1ce thc pseudo-Marxist theory whicr guides tlre
worl.ing c13ss 1w1-' fron Conmunism. A,1d whilc thcre is ,ro
Com u:rist politics, the poli'rica11v coliscious workcrs orc lorcod
to adopt thc politics of thc rlJcitr opportunist8. ilerc ag.in v/c
find irl,e app,rrent contradiction of the shop s"'cwrrds uho first '
1cad.-thc L'orkcrs loxward .nd tben bock.

I!! tlrc :iirst sta8cs of tl"e ccononic siruEgle, v/'rcn there arc no
sigt,s o:1 developncnt in'ro . po1iiic..1 strike, the rleftr shop
stc\,/.rd-s cen lccd tlle working cla8s vrithout rn- 3dvice :fron t'.'c
Cliifs or R.mclson6. At tr.is stsgc trade utionist politics 3l.e
auf-:ici-c)ji to rdvrncc tlc strllgglc :!nd ildced rhesc l;rad.c urion-
ist politics do r".ob innedictclv beirr:- t1.e worl;ing cI.es.
Ilowcrcr, w'rcrr the eco',iooic otruggle has .dvarccd to. point whcrepolitic6 is un:.oid:blc (',rd ia rnr. 3d'/anci-rg csoooaic s1tru881c
i:lris is ii'.e cesc " ) tr,e st op stew.rds look to -:,hosc lnose jo6 is
poli-tj-cs--.nd trre-. arc only too re|rdv to obliac" T1-is siiuation
wl.cre t'ha rleftr works by cepitalist divisiox of lrbour (sonc
workiog bl 5rii,i s-rd r.:be rest beir,g uneblc to ch:rl1erge :he
brai,l-vrorkdrs ) cxisirs bcc:rusc lrhl.. iLeftt l-erdors re-fuse to pro-
vid.c politicrl cducc.tj-oi :or 'rl.c l.,orl<i:.8 cIass, rSlogans are
el1 ;l:c- und..rst.ndr. A:1d the r.rorl(ing clrss will not be ablc 'iro
iake up I Col]tllturist position uniil the rlefi:r pctty-bourgeois
lcadexa har/e been defe.ted politicslly b- Cocrru'nisn.

CoDxru-r'Iiat politics roust tleoreticcll]/ defe.t t\e 'Leit' lreiore
they s.,1 defee'ii it in practice. Tr':is is the nc:1aii]s of t\e
lenil} rl'Jithou1, . rcvolutionory theoly tbere cau be no xevolutioit-gry p?eciice.r Tbis articlc has shown how ttre working clcss caii-
not sna6'1 opportulism witl. its spontaneous traale union iorce.
To sccl( ilo lcad tlc worliing cl3sa before heviil$ c Coninunist posi'i-
ion ie therefore objcctivell/ opportunist:-end ilonsubjcctive hatred
o.r: capit.lisn c311 alter this fact. The main enemy of tlle woritiilg
c1oss..:d Cournunisn ot this tiloe is noii opportunisi pr.ctice bui
tfe opporirunist theort of t}te petty-bourgeois 'leftr leide1s.

il. S !e .:d

a



_r'ooLni.r oTlls
4 Li.rh w.gcs do-.'lot nec(ss"riIv go wich . low dcgrue oexp.toj1:1rraon. tr'or tlte dcgree of exploitrij-on is thc reI. ij j_o.t_
si-11p oelwnen lriter aou produce folr tttc boss .nd wbet ihe ltoss .
pcvs you. -This ,r-..- or r.tay nolt corrcspocd i,o vrtge 1er:cls. Tr1i3rrlt;ijons t.rct ^ D?cta-sjreet tr,Lor vith tt:rec acanstresEes.Buxtoos 1'ri11 pry sa- i,15: lrecl:, while eccl. worker-rtlcIpse o:itbc Br.ertor quarrtit-), of naclriaeiv, turns out sr.. S,796,a uro"irt, ojsuits : weelr, lilor, .11owi.-1g for t2ra for neclinervi raw i;l. iex_i?1s, ;tc., (,-cL \rorrier \.; ^dd"d iEO's wor+h to tic- Eooos. t-.secs onfy f,15 o.l j,his--ihe rate of erploitoiio:r is Zl1tl,.--
1.1"e bacli-strcet f3'161 .,--r pr.,bis woikers our.,:,io i,r".,,.'-.'t l'.ctus. 'c- l^cks n^c1i"crr etc, -,ld is compct_ing 1./i.ii-'Surr.rors lrho donrt, ris workcrrs ouiprt sriti ;5" o,.ir :eo -
rvcc -. AlIowi,.g."€ for :1^c.i rcr :r.d r:w n:tc.ri"1. e,.roh scco_stress h3€ added 914-" Of ili6 sr.c gets .i,1G--€, reie of erploit". bion of on1.r rr0l.

O'1 c nor?l ('Or.Iv SIO: weck:r ) no- s M"rxisb ^DDro.crcqu.tcs. Jow p^- rrd "igr crploit:iio.. I*duci,rg niio ii."sro.p:7 ,tlgier vr^qcs (wi . qre^tcr ccpit.l itlc'laj:v, i.e,,ouiLr prob1,.1! - :ia'. rr!c o.f exploi:.rt.io.)__U..c ,r.iTr, we6cdcono-rvr o' somc ':ridc ,,rion-reiteis, ,o*rd sorr" n6.,ir1.l , o,-t1tc ?rorl<er9s wo'.rld ')c h,orse oif relltive to tl. Uoss"s.

9:lll . Sgp"I"+ rjse.in wc:tes wi1l, oi j.i,sc1f decrersc exploit_ir'1101. 'l h3L is ^^ i-Crc:sc in rccl v'1-cs, tor w\c,] pricis "-.L( e-sif:, raised, .ven r -:ncrqT- iqc-iis6 c:r U, w:ieo our:(--.9., -t'r3nce .:'1., r IYo-r 1!-.8). T!is is iusL wh.r 'in--IiLio,'^r-Lows--t'e bosscs to fCb brck wh.t- Ll e., 1osc, r" t:isi:1..: prtici.

)-llhc GI'I[{U .lernon stro ted its irlabilii-r io lced__the GI,I,J bra1]cr.lNeni ovcr. to Llte t e1d 3 en-ncsse" (Sce pill(in8ton cnd sjnilet
Lhrelts h- iuc !no-r-(e rs.) -Tat--iilor:i nr aiiierciice tc,rvco. ,.c'l aod c ?nd thc GllH s iroL bstwein right and leit but beiir\,cena leadership vrf ic'l will act as .rrade [uion le:ders ior r;r.aclc
unj-on ains lihe irl e I and G and one whj.ch is sec""c cnou-qit to bc,bl" ."9 ?g e tl,orouflhl.l .n-ti tradc urrion union. The f a;d G isulctouDlcct-Lw :ror.. usil u1 to tLe bourgeoisie at itlis poijl; l_t...4trhc GI'I,I.

-Iord- could \'.I1 .::ord to oficr -is incrcase. Io:rd has i;bcl.iBltest ctrount o.i capit-.1 per wotgker ond thus t,..e g:rectcsi; alou:roL value-addc-d p-:r uorkcr in tt,c Britis! I?oior j-nd[strv. !]t,eI11'e'cr--1. .'lDi.s r jpor,ed "-c[ )ccaus_ or l.jE.r. r sociof scculat.pfyne.-l-s jn. th( ]lXC, BriTish c?r hrorl(Lrs 3rc pcid conp.r.tivL1v
+cs! ! ^r.. ttose in LuropL. T lls tt,c .irrl'c:io,. oj in;,cstoeirt10 B.cr.t?1Lt evc- r:rour'1 t.,c 0:C pfo\ id(.s Lhc co,rpa,r - r.ri.. - .-rcle" ecijLcl 1nd potearial mcr'-t.
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