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Jn the Eye of the Storm

100,000 copies of this issue of the Revolutionary
Worker are now off the presses. The final, decisive
battle of a major campaijin—"Wanted 100,000 Co-
Conspirators"—is here. Starting now. and over the
next couple of weeks, the task we aim to accomplish is
to. build off the advances already made and make a
culminating, sharp leap in sales to the 100,000 level.
Once accomplished, this leap will he nothing less than
a major step in preparation for proletarian revolution.
The groundwork for this leap has been laid. Most

important has been the "100 Flowers" debate in the
pajies of this paper, political struyj»le ain4my revolu
tionaries, over our Party's central task and our battle
plan for revolution. And based on this important in
itial practice, advances have been made in broadeninji
and deepening the influence of the paper and in
revolutionizing and profe.ssionali/in^ its methods of
distribution. Now, however, the final leap has to he
made and so a leap is required in taking this task of
distributing 100.000 RH "s to the masses. It is. literally,
in your hands. Since the heHinniny of this campaijjn we
have stressed that its success depends entirely on the
conscious activism of the masses, taking up this battle
as their ' wn and wayinjj it with a sense of urgency.
Now we believe these conditions are ripe for takinji it
over the lop.

In "mini-rallies" at factory yales, in neighborhoods
of the oppressed and exploited, and other potential
key political "base areas", for revolution, anitalors
will be appearing callinji on people t(» step forward and
befiin sellinji this paper now as the key wcap(»n loda>
in preparinji f<»r revolution. Organizers will be follow
ing up to firm up the networks, the basic revolutionar>
organization that develops around the paper. We call
(jn people to step into every aspect of this work, to
contribute in their own ways to spreadinjj and deepen-
inji the ro<d.s of this conspiracy. And not only must the
existinji Knfilish, Spanish, and Chinese lannuaye edi
tions of the /^H'be expanded in their distribution and
correspondence, but new efforts must be made to yet
out the Revolutionary Worker in other lan}{uages as
well, so as to reach and mobilize still m<»re immijirani
wjjrkers whose experience with "all sides" of this im
perialist system is a {»real potential source of stren^^th
f(»r the proletarian revolution. This, too, requires pe<i-
ple to step forward now. For all who really wish t(»
fijihl, who wish to get on with the. business of doing
away with this world-oppressive system, the challenge
is here: take up the task of wielding our main weapon
now—contribute t<) distributing 100,000 Revolu
tionary Workers.

Continued on page 10

First-Hand Account from Poland:

In the Eye of the Storm
For (he past several weeks the world

has been waiting for the Soviets to drop
the other shoe—the invasion of Poland.
The escalating spiral of struggle be
tween Polish workers and the govern
ment and party has brought numerous
warnings of the dire consequences that
confront the country. On December 4
the Polish United Workers Party Cen
tral Committee issued a statement to
the people of Poland: "Countrymen,
the fate of the nation an)i the country

hang in the balance... .Continuing
unrest is leading our homeland to the
brink of economic and moral destruc
tion. " Then, on Friday, December 5,
the Soviet news agency Tass announced
that an emergency secret summit meet
ing of the Warsaw Pact had Just been
concluded in Moscow. The official
communique from this meeting de-
clareda "reprieve"for the Poles. There
would be no Soviet invasion to restore
order—at least for the moment. Mean

while, Lech Walesa and other leaders of
the new Polish unions seemed to be
working feverishly, along with the
hierarchy of Poland's Catholic Church,
in an effort to cool things out and pre
vent the outbreak of another wave of
strikes. Their argument to the workers
is that unless the Polish government
and party, headed by new First Secre
tary Stanislaw Kania, is able to restore
some semblance of stability, Polish
workers risk losing all they have gained

in the wake of Soviet military interven
tion.

The following story, sent to the RW
by a correspondent who arrived in Po
land shortly before the last outbreak of
strikes that was touched off by the
raiding of the Warsaw offices of the in
dependent union. Solidarity, and the
arrest of its printer Jan Narozniaka,
takes a look at the mood of the Polish

Continued on page 8
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Appellate Court's Blatant Decision

California Lawyer Hounded by
"Partners of TIteft"

Glen Ramirez, a Chicano anorney
from nonhcrn California, has been sus
pended from praciicing law by the
California Bar Associaiion for one

month. He has been put on probation
for one .year. Ramirez' experience ex
poses the crazy idea that the
courts—particularly at the higher lev
els—are somehow impartial.

Ramirez' suspension stems from an
incident in 1976 when three California

Slate Appellate Court judges came to
the icscue of some bankers who had

been temporarily waylayed in screwing
a northern California family out of its
farm. The Klamath Production Credit

Association (KPCA), a farm credit
bank, was about to foreclose on the
Terry family farm. The Terry's,
represented by Ramirez, couniersued
the bank. A lower court ruled that the

bank had used "deceit and undue in-

riuence" to foreclose on the mortgage
loans and awarded the Terry's their
farm plus putiiiive damages. Wlien
KPCA appealed the damages on the
grounds that "punitive damages were
not allowable against a Federal
agency," the appellate judges went the
batikers one further, not only overturn
ing the damages, but also reinstating
tlie foreclosure.

Ramirez filed a Civil Rights suit
against the KPCA and the judges.
%'hen this suit was rejected because of
"judicial immunity," he appealed it.
The appeal challenged the judge's "im
munity" on the grounds that the ruling
was an "unlaw ful violation of due pro
cess" based on ati "invidious alliance"
of the KPCA and the judges due to the
"power attd influence and money" of

the bank, and that the judges were
"partners to theft" of the Terry's farm.
In sum, Ramirez' brief said that the rul
ing was nothing but the judges helping
their banker cronies to rob the Terry's
and then using the legal system to pro
tect ihentselvcs.

This was more than the California

Stale Bar A.ssociation could stand. In

particular, the Bar was insulted by Ra
mirez' allegations of an "invidious
alliance" between the judges and
bankers, making the judges "partners
to theft." The Bar began disciplinary
hearings immediately, charging that
Ramirez had "falsely maligned" the
judges. The Bar stated that since
Ramirez couldn't "prove" that the
judges were actually bribed, his "de
meaning statements" violated an at
torney's oath to "employ.. .such
means only as are consistent with the
truth." And what is the "truth" accor

ding to the Bar? It is that the judges
were neutral.

Ramirez' point was obviously strik
ing a little too close to home. And for
the Bar, to rest its case on the question
of direct bribery, payoffs, etc., does
them no good. Direct bribery is hardly
the preferred form by which the in
terests of the bourgeoisie are expressed
in the courts. The judges are paid by the
state to do a job—and they do it.

Ramirez refu.scd to back down. He

wrote to the judges "apologizing" for
the Bar's interpretation that he had im
plied "the judges received money to
render a decision." Thai wasn't his
point. He immediately took his appeal
to the California State Supreme Court,
writing, "Does the undeserved.

In fhe Eye of tlte Storm
Continued from page 1
workers in (he wake of the viciories
ihey have won to date and in iheface of
the Soviet threats.

Two uniformed security guards sud
denly stepped in front of the proce.ssion
of newsmen quickly making their way
to the front gate of the large factory
complex in Ursus just outside of War
saw. The man in front of this string of
camera-toting journalists .suddenly
started arguing in Polish with one of the
guards. Standing just outside the guard
house where this whole scene was un
folding, I looked up at a large red ban
ner that hung on an outside wall of the
gatehouse, proclaiming in bold white
letters: UWOLNICE JANA NAROZ-
NIAKA—STRAIJK (FREE JAN NA-
ROZNIAKA—STRIKE). One of the
security guards went back into his of
fice and others were called out to block
the front gate from the outside intrud
ers. The young worker who had led'us
this far turned around and asked
through a translator if the journalists
' would stand aside for a minute. The
guard was calling the director and
things would be cleared up in a minute.
The bright red and white button pinned
on the upper left side ol his sweater
caught my eye. It said simply, "Solidar-
no.sc" (Solidarity). I could sense the im
patience of several of the journalists at
the delay. The cameraman next to me,
video equipment perched on his right
shoulder, referring to the guard, asked,
"Who does this Kojak dude think he
is?" 1 laughed to myself. Here they

'were, NBC, CBS and other journalists
from various imperialist countries of
the West, .standing out.side a factory,
itching to get inside and film the story
of the striking workers! When all the
lime it was obvious that what they real
ly wanted to do, and what the whole
U.S. bloc media was doing with this
strike, was to use it xo slam the Soviets
and their client regime in Poland. They
couldn't give a damn about the condi
tion of the Polish workers themselves,
or what they are fighting for, except in
.so far as it has a bearing on the interests
and plans of the U.S. imperialists.

Suddenly a large, cleancut man in a
sport-scoat appeared at the factory gates
from inside the grounds. He was also
wearing a red and white Solidarnosc
button on his collar. With him were two

workers in their grey work clothes, each
wearing a red and white armband.
While the man in the spori.scoat, a
strike committee leader, walked into the
guard office and began arguing loudly
with the chief of the security guards, the
other two workers set up their own se
curity position at the gates and began to
check the identification cards of people
going in and out of the plant grounds.
When one well dressed fellow in a suit
and tie, looking just like a manager,
tried to leave without showing his I.D.,
they quickly held him back and
demanded that he show it. An interpret
er told us that they are making sure that
no police agents are allowed to sneak in
or out of the plant unnoticed. These
security measures, he .said, will be en
forced for the remainder of the strike.

Shortly the Solidarity official in the
sportscoai came out of the guard shack
and motioned us to follow him. We
quickly made it down a dark muddy
road that runs along the plant perime
ter. Large, bright green, unfinished
tractors were parked on each side of the
road. After about 200 yards, passing
various sections of the plant, we stop
ped in front of the large red brick main
.section of the factory. Again, two
workers were standing out in front with
the red and white armbands, checking
everyone who came in and out of the
one door that leads into the large work
hall. Behind them was a poster an
nouncing Straijk! Stretching about 200
yards in front of us was a silent as.sem-
bly line, half-built tractors standing
dead still. As we moved down the line,
cameras clicking, video film rolling,
workers who had been sitting and
.standing around the line began to check
out this troop of foreigners who had
just entered the factory now under their
control.

Five months had passed since the
workers at the Ursus Tractor Works,
one of the largest and most prestigious
factories in the country, with a work
force 16,000 strong, had walked out

unblemished reputation of a judicial of
ficer outweigh the unlawful taking of a
farm couple's property...?"

This was the last straw. The Bar,, in a
rage that Ramirez dared allege "a con
spiracy to defraud his clients" without
"proof" of "illegal action" (like
bribery) ruled that Ramirez "became so
personally involved. . .that he lost all
perspective and objectivity" and
recommended suspension.
The State Supreme Court has backed

up (he Bar, calling the lerrns "partners
to theft," "invidious alliance,"
"undeserved—unblemished records,"
etc., "demeaning statements" made
"with blatant disregard for the truth."
The court concluded that, "Ap
propriate discipline must be impo.sed if

for no other reason than the protection
of the public and preservation of
respect for the court and legal profes
sion."

These statements are not simply—or
even mainly—hypocritical. The
bourgeois ideological outlook is coit-
centrated here. "Protection of the

public" means protection of the rights
of the capitalist and "prc.servation of
respect for the court, etc."'is' a demand
for ' the unhindered-and unex-

posed—ability of the.'judges to carry
out the capitalists' dictates.
The judiciary and the Bar has lashed

out at Glenn Ramirez for tearing away
at their democratic mask. But this little

inquisition has only torn it further, i i

Border Bullets
Abraham Garcia and Moise.s Ramgcl

headed for Mexico to visit relatives over
Thank-sgiving weekend. But, Moiscs
told the RW, "When we got to the
border the guard (on the Mexico
side—/? HO told us we had to have
passports. We didn't need passports to
go to Mexico., .we're Mexican but we
have U.S. citizenship. What the guard
wanted was some money-mordida we
call it—a bribe. When we told him no,
he told us 'Go back or go to jail.' Then
he started saying. *1 can put you in jail'
so we turned around to go back into the
U.S. He ran after u.s firing into the air.

over the government's announcement
of higher food prices. That strike had
touched off the nationwide upheaval
la.st summer that toppled Polish parly
boss Edward Gierek, unleashed a series
of purges in the party hierarchy, and
forced the new First Secretary of the
party, Stanislaw Kania, and the other
party and government leaders to accede
to the workers' demands for indepen
dent unions and the right to strike.

Since the summer, workers in plants
all over the country had waged a series
of strikes to gain recognition of their
unions and to force factory and govern
ment officials to live up to agreements.
The.se strikes and the continuing mili
tancy of the workers directed against
the party and the government had creat
ed the most severe political crisis that
crisis-wracked Poland has experienced
in the po.st-war period.
Now the Ursus strike threatened to

touch off a whole new explo.sion. It had
begun a few days ago, after government
security forces had raided the Warsaw
office of Solidarity, confiscating type
writers and other office equipment and
arresting a union printer, Jan Naroznia-
ka, for duplicating supposedly stolen,
secret government documents (see RW
No. 82). Already the workers at the
large Ro.sa Luxemburg electrical plant
in the center of Warsaw and the steel-
workers at Nova Wa/.a plant on the out
skirts of the capital had gone out.
Under such slogans as "Free Jana Na-
rozniaka," "Today Jana, Tomorrow

, Walo-sa," and "Stop Political Repre.s-
sion," the strike began to spread across
the whole central region.
The scene around Warsaw now was

quite different from what I had encoun
tered when 1 arrived in the city only a
week before. Then there had been no
outward .signs of the mass movement
that had rocked the rulers of this Soviet
.satellite. Aside from a few .scattered
posters around town announcing a
fundraising auction of art works for
Solidarity and some other signs on shop
windows calling on people to "organize
in Solidarity" or "Solidarity Today.
Success Tomorrow," there was not
much evidence of the wild upheaval
that had shaken the Soviets' Eastei^n
European empire. The government did
its best to immediately cover over any
graffiti and rip down any posters or

Then another guard ran up and fired in
to the back of the truck. The bullet
pierced the truck and went into
Abraham's back and lung. It's still
there."

Garcia is in the Calexico

Hospital-shot by a Mexican border-
guard. The U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) and the
U.S. Border Patrol claim their hands
are clean. This time it was agents of im
perialism on the Me.xican side of the
border who carried out the system's dir
ty work. f l

leaflets that were dispersed. At the Uni
versity of Warsaw, the site of violent
student demonstrations in 1968, I saw
one small part of the long bulletin
boards at the front gate given over to
notices from the newly formed indepen
dent student union which was linked to
Solidarity. 1 saw groups of students ga
thered around trying to read the newest
leaflets put out by both the union and
the student organization. But here too,
there was no outward surge of events
that revealed the true strength and
depth of the political current surging
through Polish society. When I arrived
there were no demonstrations, mass
meetings, public agitation.
But the calm was superficial. It was

like that "intense calm" Lenin spoke
of, when under the surface everything is
boiling. After the raid on the Solidarity
offices, all hell broke loose once again.
Suddenly leaflets and small silkscreened
posters began to appear everywhere,
pasted on walls at main city corners,
outside factories and the university and
in the subways. Everywhere people
would stop, read and discuss the latest
events. At Warsaw University the repre
sentatives of the NZS (Independent Stu
dent Union) that I'd been trying to find
for a week were all over the place. Since
the government and university officials
had not yet granted the student union a
room, they set up operations in the
main lobby of the administration build
ing, making posters on the floor, typing
leaflets on small coffee tables, calling
on students to support the workers by
striking themselves. The main offices of
Solidarity in Warsaw were seething with
activity: workers were coming and go
ing, taking the various communiques
and leaflets to their respective factories
and offices.

Even the government news agencies
and radio and TV were forced to report
about the strikes relatively accurately
and to recount the demands of the strik
ers. One student told me after hearing a
news broadcast that in his whole life
time he'd never heard a news report
that objective.
The reasons for this, and for the go

vernment's generally conciliatory tone,
were not hard to see. Since summer, the
new unions had grown like wildfire, ac
counting for over 10 million of the

Continued on page 24
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the Storm
Continued from page 8
country's 14 million industrial workers.
Shipyard workers in Gdansk told mc
that sailors in the Polish navy had
begun to organi/.e their own unions,
which had spread rapidly until the go-
vernmcm was forced to conic down

with a direct order forbidding such ac
tivity in the military. When ! visited
C /csiochawa in the southern agricullu-
ral area, I was told that a similar order
had been issued for workers in the

armamehis industry after independent
unions began to spring up among these
workers.

And already links have begun to be
established between the industrial
workers in the unions and the farmers
and agricultural workers, i attended a
meeting in C/esiochawa where 20()
farmers and represcnialives from 45
provinces met with representatives of
Solidarity in order to establish a formal
link, l or the most pan these were not
agricuiiural workers from the .slate
farms, but the small farmers, and even

a few small capitalist farmers, who to
gether still make up almost 80% of the
agricultural population. It was a vivid
example of how the upsurge draws'
many different class forces into motion,
and in the process exposes and reveals
to the working class how these different
class forces see things. One of the first
debates clearly reflected the rather nar
row petty-bourgeois interests of the
farmers in attendance. It was over whe

ther workers from the state farms

should be included, since the demands
of matiy of these small farmers centered
around cheaper land, lower rents and
higher prices for their products. Several
of the Solidarity workers expressed
their ama/ement at what they termed
the "egotisticalness" of these farmers.
On the other hand several stories I

heard at the meeting indicated how' the
power of the ma.ss upheaval that had
swept the country in past months had
changed some of the relationships that
had existed and in particular had affect
ed the attitude of quiescence and ac
ceptance that many of the rural popula
tion look towards officialdom. One

example was of the group of farmers

OVBtTHROWING
Continued from page 18

create the impression tliat Chiang
Citing liad briikctt down and "confc.ss-
cd." The /Von' York Times China

"specialist" l ox Bunerficid reported a
dramatic reversal in the trial but Mr.

Huiicrfield himself was forced to make

a quiet reversal the very next day, say
ing that, "the New China News Agen
cy, the Peking newspapers and televi
sion carried different aecounis of what

Miss Jiang said when she was asked
whether she had directed a special
group litat persecuted the former chief
of state, I.ill Shaoqi. Whether she eon-
fessed, as the press agency reported is
not clear. There reportedly was difficul-
ly editing her testimony." According to
fa Kiinsi Pao newspaper, a Hong Kong
revisionist mouthpioec, "She was very
disrespectful of the court, from the
start interrupting the prosecutor's
speech, and curried on a deceilfii!ur^m-
ineni. .She was very arrogant and was
aiming to disrupt the court, which stun
ned tlic observers." And just what is
this "deceitful argument" that tiie revi
sionists were mysteriously unable to
print? A BBC report let a little bit slip
out, reporting that Chiang Ching
responded to the charges by saying that
these were Mao Tseiu/iii's dircelivcs
and Mao Tsentnti's line. None of ifiis
was reported in the Chinese press. Thus
from all available evidence it .seems
quite clear that Chiatig Ching has not
"confessed" anything. Rather she ap
pears to be pursuing the difficult course
of throwing the. fcvisionisis' aecusa^
ti.ons back in their faces and exposing
ilieir attacks on Mao. Ta Kioifi Pao
reporicd in a huff that "When asked
about the .special group to investigate
I,ill, she replied that. Ml was all accor
ding law.'"—Thus exposing their
"Icgahsms" and throwing it back at
thcni. Indeed, only one month after the
speech, played on tape in the court, was
given, ilie !2ih Pienutii of the Central
Committee dclcared, "With full sup-

.porting evidence," that I.iu was a
couiiierrevoluiionary. and expelled him
and his accomplices.

1 ill was Mao's greatest foe, and he
NiiHul loi exctyihiiig that the levisionisis
in pt>v\ci are aciuully cai i yiiig out
today—turning China into a capitalist
country under the yoke of imperialism,
riiis is a inan who told some national
capitalists in 1949, right after China's
liberation, that "Lxploitaiion by
capitalists today is not only not
criminal, it has merit. Today it is not
the case thai there is too much exploiia-
lion, rather there is loo liiile. The suf
fering of the workers and peasants lies
iti the fact that thcreJs no one to exploit
lliem. Your ability to exploit is of great
use ii> ilfC state and the people." No
woiidei he was vilified by millions as
"renegade, iiiiklcn traitor and scab,"
"China's Khrushchev

In direct opposition to Mao, who
.stressed that "The question of which
will win out, socialism or capitalism, is

not really settled," and therefore that it
was necessary to continue the revolu
tion under socialism, I.iu preached the
dying out of ela.ss struggle. "The ques
tion of whcilier socialism or capitalism
will win out in our country has already
been resolved," he declared at the Sili
Party Congress in 1956. In refuting this
revisionist line, Mao later pointed out,
"I.iu Shaoqi advocated a theory of 'dy
ing out of class struggle,' but lie himself
never ceased to wage clasx struggle. He
wanted to protect his bunch (vf
renegades and swtn it lollowers I in I'iao
wanted toovcrthrow the proleiariui ami
attempted a coup. Did class struggle die
out?"

Of course, the class struggle did not
dic.oui. and the bourgeois forces, led by
I.iu and later by Deng, waged a fierce
struggle against Mao and the rule of the
working class. As Chiang Ching said in
her 181-pagc declaration, 'M.ooking at
Party history, you can ask how many
people in China were destroyed
with trumped-up charges by I.iu Shao
qi, Deng Xiaoping and Peng Chen
before the Cultural Revolution. Didn't
many ouisiandiiig cadres become vic
tims?"

The rcvisioni.si elamorings about how
the l our "persecuted large numbers of
cadres and masses" is just a ruse to
cover up how I.iu, faced witli a mass
struggle directed at him, tried to turn
the spearhead down toward the lower-
level cadres and the masses, Ip 196.1,
Mao launeiied u Socialist Education
Movement, sort of a warm-up for the
Cultural Revolution, against the
caphaiisi-rroaders in power, I.iu Shaoqi,
a target of the movement, look over the
SEM iti one locale, Tao Yuan. I.iu's
wife, Wang Guanmei, look direct
charge. .15 out of 45 cadres were inter
rogated behind closed doors and forced
to "confess." The masses were left
politically unarouscd. and the move
ment was sidetracked from its real
target. Tlie revisionists pushed Tao
Yuan's experience all over as
an cxmnple to be followed.

I.iu tried the same methods at the
start of the Cultural Revolution. He
was put in charge of the work teams, a
group of cadres sent to different units
to help give leadership to the Cultural
Revolution. Needless to say. in I.iu's
hands these work teams became a vehi
cle for stifling the Cultural Revolution.
One of them, sent to Qinghua Universi
ty in Peking, was again led by Wang
Guanmei. clandesiinciy. The work
team instigated a reign of terror, mak
ing leftisi students the target instead of
I.iu.

As the Cultural Revolution progress
ed, I.iu became more desperate and
resorted to more blatant counterrevolu
tionary methods, hor example, tlie
l.icntung, a righiisi, para-fascisi group
of youth organized among children of
higher cadres, created eounterrcvolu-
lionary disiurbanees and put up posters
condemning the Cultural Revi>liilion
and Chiang Ching and supporting I.iu.

who had long been irate at the policies
of local party and government officials.
After the strike wave began, they also
moved, storming into one of these offi
cial eommiiicc meetings and calling the
authorities to account, with one farmer
holding up a noose to drive home the
point.

Tiiis momentum unleashed by the ac
tions of (he workers, which is now send
ing vibrations into all spheres of socie
ty, is profoundly disturbing to the Po
lish leaders and their Soviet masters. At

every step (hey have been forced to
make concessions, they have worked
mightily to restrict and get the workers
to impo.se limits on their own struggle.
After this last strike outbreak, Kania
declared that distributing leaflets out in
the streets is far beyond the limits of
purely trade union activities and com
plained that the Warsaw Solidarity
bureau was too political, ordering
Walesa and the presidium of the union
to keep their members in line with the
govcrnmcni agreement signed in Sep
tember. But (he agreement of Kania
and Walesa to keep politics out of the
union and to prevent the unions from

becoming a countcrfqrce to the party
and classes forces that now rule the country
has proven to be rather hollow in prac
tice. This is not the result of the union

leadership going back on its word. They
definitely do not want to risk their new
ly acquired position of union leadership
by pushing the govcrnmcni to come
down hard- or bring in the Russians,
arguing that many important reforms
have been won which should not be Jeo
pardized. In fact, many of the workers I
talked to complained of the union bu
reaucracy already becoming a haven for
opportunists looking for a quick ride to
the lop. And they pointed out that 'at
least some of the current leaders of the
new unions arc people wlio had just
transferred over from leading positions
in the old govcrnmcni unions.
The situation reminded me of Lenin's

remarks on the concessions and reforms
offered by the C/.ar during the 1905
revolution. "The.. .liberals, the oppor
tunists," he said, "were ready to grasp
with both hands this 'gift' of the fright-

Continued on page 26

In Shanghai, a Red Workers Army, a
group of reactionary workers with links
to I.iu, beat up and kUled revolutionary
workers.

One of^lhe charges against Chang
Cluinchiai^ is iliat he ordered the

smashing of tlic Red Workers Army.
Also Chang is accused of leading an in
telligence organi/aiion named "You
.Xueio Group." A report on this
group's work, singed by Chang, says,
"Over the past year our work has been
mainly covert struggles against the
enemy.. .from the central down to the
local levels, we have directly or indirect
ly tripped the backsides of many
bigshois." What these charges show, to
ilie credit of Chang, is that he took
heed of Mao's words when Mao

criticized the initial commune form that

was sot up in Shanghai after the
January Storm: "Communes arc too
weak when it cotncs to suppressing
counterrevolutionaries. People have
complained to me that when the Bureau
of Public Security arrest people, they go
in the front door and out the back."

f ollowing Chiang Chitig's December
1 appearance in court, Chang Chun-
chiao was also brought back into court
the next day. He continued to defy the
revisionists by remaining silent
throughout the whole proceedings. Fac
ed wiih this kind of defiant sign, ail the
revisionists can come up with is an ex
planation that "he already knows what
he did was counicrrevolutionary
crimes," and that he is "prepared to be
beheaded." As "evidence" of this, they
cite .some statements he made, among
them 10 his daughter that "Tell youi
intended that if he marries into our
family, he should prepare to bo hclicad-
cd." Also it. is claimed that he told
leaders in Shanghai who were planning
an armed uprising after Mao's death:
"If anything happens to mc. you'll bo
implicated. . .No telling when you'll be
beheaded." If Chang really did make

these staiemenis, ii certainly does not
prove ihal he considers himself
"guilty."

In fact, Chang's siaiemcni is rcmiiiis-
eeni of a poem tliai Mao is supposed to
have w ritten lo Chiang Ching before his
death, in which he says, "in ilic strug
gle of (he past leu years, 1 have tried lo
reach the peak of revoUiiioii, bin I was
not successful. Biii you could reacii the
top. If you fail, you will plunge into a
faihomless abyss. Your body will shai-
ler. Yom bones will break." Wluu

Chang's statement shows is a recogni-
lion of the lifc-and-death struggle that
the l our were waging against the Right,
and ilieir courage in the face of the
great danger that they lace.
The revisionists have also w hipped up

a "debate" over a death sentence for

Chiang Ching. C/nv; H'/wy. a pro-
revisionist Hong Kong monthly, even
has an opinion poll in its December
issue, "Asking Readers lo Vmc for im
mediate exeeuiion, delayed oxceiiiion,
indefinite prison senicnec, or iMhcr for
Cliiang Ching." It was also reported
that Wan Renkung, head of the pii>-
paguiida deparimem, said in aii imer-
view with the Me/hoiirne Times that,

"Many people demand that siie be
sonieneed to death, but that there are

some iieople who think she should be
ircaicd with lenience, because she is
now a widow."

To the revisionists, Chiang Ching
and Ciiang Chunciiiao's refusal lo
kneel down in the face of threats ol ex

eeuiion is another proof of their
"bloodihirsiy" nature, l or the pio-
leiari.ai. it means they iuivc not abaii-
doiicd Chang Cluinchiao's pledge that
"|-0i creating iliis political power (of
the proleiariai—KM") we have shed oiii:
blood and saerifieeii jrurselves; and in
order to proiVcl this political power, we
are prcpaied to shed blood and saerifiee
at any lime uniil the communist revolii-
litm has \\(m a thorough \iclory."
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In the Eye of the Storm
Continued from page 24
ened czar. Like all reformists, our
reformists of 1905 could not under
stand that historic situations arise when
reforms and particularly promises of re
forms, pursue only, one aim: to allay the
unrest of the people, force the revolu
tionary class to cease, or at least
slacken, its struggle."
The profoundly political character of

the workers' struggle that has broken
loose, despite the fact that its stated
aims remain principally economic, is a
result of the tremendous surge of power
that the actions of the working class
have shown in their defiant acts of resis
tance to the stale capitalist rulers, or the
"red bourgeoisie" as they are common
ly referred to by workers throughout
the country.

Despite the efforts of the U.S. "red,
white and blue" bourgeoisie to turn the
upheaval in Poland to its own interest
and characterize it as an "anti-commu
nist" revolt, the workers I spoke with,
and 1 was told that this was the general
sentiment, understood that Poland is
not a "workers' state." I asked many
of them straight out if they thought that
the capitalist system as it existed in the
West was better, if that's what they
were struggling for. Generally the
answer was an emphatic negative. And
though, to one degree or another, they
saw their own ruling class as capitalist,
they said they did not want a system of
private capital and private ownership of
the means of production. At the same
time there was no clear understanding
expressed as to just what the goals of
this movement were or should be, or
even how to view the significance of the
strikes. Workers 1 spoke with in War
saw and in the Baltic region talked mofe
in terms of striking back at their rulers,
of finding ways to exert some control
over society. They saw the formation of
the new unions as a big step in this di
rection, but as to where things go now,
there didn't seem to be much more than
the idea of getting the unions together
and preventing successful government
counterattacks.

It struck me as very similar to the left
economism and revolutionary syndical
ism of the IWW that fostered the illu
sion that the working class could ac
complish the goal of seizing state power
from the bourgeoisie through radical
unionism. The 10 million workers in the
new unions now grouped around Soli
darity would certainly have come close
to the old IWW dream of "one big
union."

At the same time Marxism-Leninism
is held in low esteem among most of the
workers since it is allegedly the.official
ideology of Poland's capitalist rulers
and their Soviet imperialist masters. In
fact, they have gutted the revolutionary
content out of Marxism-Leninism and
instead of it being a weapon in the
hands of the proletariat, it is used as a
club by the rulers to try to beat them in
to submission. Most of the workers I
talked with said they .seldom even looked

at a volume of Marx or Lenin after the

perfunctory and very dogmatic study
that is required in the schools. This was
borne out by visits to a couple of book
stores in Warsaw, where the Marxist
volumes were stuck away on high
shelves accumulating dust. There did
seem to be at least one exception to the
workers' aversion to studying Marxism
and taking it up as a weapon. In Gdan
sk 1 saw several quotes from Lenin on
the walls of the strike headquarters, and
someone told me that the workers did
often go through volumes of Lenin
looking for quotes that exposed the
government.

Yet the thing that struck me time and
again, everywhere 1 went, was that the
working class was in motion and that
there was a tremendous thirst for
knowledge among the rank and file, a
desire to have a broader understanding
of their struggle, where it was going and
its implications. One of the most inte
resting discussions 1 had with workers
occurred in one industrial city where I
showed a group of guys 1 was talking
with several copies of the Polish trans
lation of an article on the strike from
the Revolutionary Worker that 1 hap
pened to have with me. The article,
which had been passed out among Po
lish-speaking people in the U.S., ana
lyzed the strike in the context of the
global contention between the two su
perpowers and viewed the strike from
the point of view of the seeds of revolu
tionary struggle of the working class.
The leaflet generated heated discussion
and great excitement among the work
ers I was talking to. Not all agreed with
everything it said, but everyone said it
was the first thing they had seen which
attempted to put, the strike in a broader
-context. They asked for copies of the
leaflet, saying that they were going to
try to reproduce it. On another occa
sion several workers I was talking with,
along with some students, expressed
great interest in the copy of Revolution
I had with me with the article on the
unity of the International Communist
Movement. Since it was the only copy I
had, one of the guys took it and xerox
ed the issue, saying they would get it
translated.

The governTnent, of course, has tried
to paint the militant workers as "anti-
socialist" and has made much of the
clo.se connection and ties that exist be
tween much of the new unions' top
leadership and the dissident intellec
tuals in the group known as the Com
mittee for Social Self-Defense (KOR).
KOR members have been called CIA
operatives and agents for U.S. imperial
ism. From the conversations I had with
their members in Warsaw, this is un
doubtedly true—whether or not it is ac
tually the case that the majority or even
a high percentage of its membership
are. While not attempting to deny that
the U.S. is an imperialist country, they
argued that it was the "lesser of two
evils." "At least you have democracy,"
one of them told me. One of them even

tried to defend the ridiculous position
that Iran, under the Shah and U.S.
domination, couldn't have been worse
than Poland Is right now.
The KOR members were keenly

aware of the government's efforts to at
tack the unions through them and, even
more so, of efforts to isolate and
discredit them among the masses.
Several KOR members told me that the
organization was not really that strong,
or even that well known outside some
key cities in the Baltic region and War
saw itself. And they admitted that the
government's charge that they were
"anti-socialist" and agents for the West
had managed to turn workers against
them in some areas, like Silesia. 1
thought their remarks were more inte
resting for what they reflected of the at
titudes of these woi'kej-s than for KOR's
efforts to cover over their own pro-U.S.
imperialism line.

But if large numbers of workers were
not taken in by KOR's open activity on
behalf of U.S. imperialism, the same
was not true of the extent to which the
main agent of U.S. penetration of
Poland, the Catholic Church, influenced
the masses. Religion seems to be con
sciously given a very big role in the life
and organization of the Polish working
class, and the Church, together with its
forces in the working class, like Lech
Walesa, are playing this to the hilt to
make inroads and to keep control of the
powerful forces that have been un
leashed through the actions of the
workers. In all the Solidarity offices
that 1 visited, including those of the
local strike committees inside the facto
ries, shipyards and mines, there were
what now seems the three symbols of
the union: the cro.ss, the Polish national
emblem and flag, and a picture of the
Pope, all openly displayed. One worker
I spoke with explained this influence of
the Church on the basis of Polish na
tionalism, arguing that the Church rep
resented the Polish people's opposition to
Soviet domination. Another, himself a
practicing Catholic, tried to argue that the
Church had always stood up for the in-
licing Catholic, tried to argue that the
Church had always stood up for the in
terests of the Poles. When I pointed out
that during World War II the Catholic
Church had, in fact, sided with the
Nazis against the Poles, he tried to
make a distinction between the Polish
church and the Vatican. Now, of
course, many Polish workers look on
the current occupant of the Vatican as
"their pope." But also significant was
the opinion of a woman worker I spoke
with in the Silesian coal mining region.
She was also a practicing Catholic. She
.said that "We (the Poles) are a very
religious people but we also realize that
the Church has played politics in the
past, maneuvering around for its own
advantage in contrast to those of the
people as a whole." And in fact it is
more common today to see workers
arguing heatedly with local parish-
priests, pointing their fingers In their
faces when they feel that the Church is
trying to interfere or put the brakes on
the movement. In many ways, although
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the Church has consolidated its strength
through the months of this upheaval, it
has also been somewhat exposed, and
perhaps its foothold has already started
to erode. Cardinal Wy.szinski was
sharply criticized by many workers,
Catholics as well as atheists, when he
came out in the early days of the sum
mer strikes urging moderation, even
though he later-claimed that the govern
ment had distorted his statements.

Of course, the other thing to remem
ber about the strength of the Church,
and through it the influence of the
U.S., is what it .stands in opposition to; ,
revisionism. Since it is revisionism that
is in power, it is hardly surprising that
opposition would tend to coalesce
around the Church, particularly in a
country where much of the population
still lives and works in peasant-like con
ditions and much of the industrial
workforce, though large, is not more .
than one or two generations removed
from the same peasant roots.

Given the tremendous animosity to
wards the Soviets, the one thing 1 did
find surprising was the rather casual at
titude that most of the workers 1 talked
with seemed to have towards the possi
bility of a Soviet invasion. I often heard
the sentiment expressed that the Soviets
would not invade because it would be
too costly, or that if they did it would
mean civil war. When I asked one
worker how they would wage this civil
war, how they would organize for it and
carry it out, he shrugged and asked me
if I knew how to survive in the woods.
When I said no, he said that many Poles
did, that it was a skill passed down
from their fathers who had had long ex
perience in resisting oppressors. The
implication was obvious, they would
find a way to do it. Others would say,
"So what if the Soviets invade, how are
they going to force us back to work."

While there is much to admire in this
courageous determination to stand up
to the Soviets, I fell that this attitude
coincided with, and in a sense flowed
from, the general lack of understanding
of the drive towards war of the two su
perpower blocs and the importance of
seeing the struggle in Poland in that
context. The tendency to view the strug
gle narrowly as between the masses of
Poles and the Soviets fostered illusions
about the nature of such a confronta
tion.

When I did raise the question of
World War 3 directly, 1 frequently got a
laughing response, or a shrug and the
answer that Polish soldiers would not
fight. But at one plant in the Baltic
region, 1 pulled out a Free the UN 2
button I had with me and explained to
the workers I was talking with what it
represented, how two revolutionaries
had targeted the superpowers' war
moves for the world with red paint.
Everyone was tremendously interested
and thought that this was just great, a
very significant action. One of the
workers wore the button around the
next day, explaining to still more people
what it meant:

The question of what the Polish army
would do in the face of a Soviet or War
saw Pact invasion is a critical one. One
significant development that occurred
while I was there, but did not come out
in the press until a few days ago, was
the report of a letter sent to the govern
ment and signed by 30 Polish generals
and 200 staff officers, declaring that
they would consider it an act of war if
East German soldiers invaded Poland.
Nothing was said of a Soviet invasion,
but the implication seemed clear, since
the East Germans would not come in
unless sent by the Russians.
There is no question that there is a

great hatred for the Soviet imperialLsts
among the masses of the Polish people
and the working class. But it certainly
did not preclude the immediate recogni
tion and appreciation of a dramatic act
of proletarian' internationalism that oc
curred during the summer strike, when

•  workers in Gdansk received a postcard
that had somehow managed to get
through from workers at a factory iii the
Russian town of Minsk, offering solidar
ity and encouraging them to stand stead
fast in their .struggle. It was an indication
that the Soviet imperiali.sts may hnd op
position to their dreams of expanding
their world empire through war a lot fiir-
iher east than the Polish border. I 1




