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Why the CPUSA/ML Supports the

People’s Socialist Republic

of Albania:

A Great Ideological and
Political Force for Socialism

The world in which we live is compli-
cated and volatile, The capitalist coun-
tries are today experiencing the deepest
and most extensive economic crisis since
the Great Depression. The danger of a new
imperialist world war and the threet of
nuclear holocaust is greater than at any
time since World War II., In the capital-
ist-revisionist world the polarization be-
tween labor and capital is growing. For
the majority, life is a constant struggle
for survival, and the promise of life and
liberty remains yet an impossible dreeam.
From all corners comes the question: what
road ahead for mankind?

As the spontaneous movement in America
against the new offensive of Wall Street
and the White House grows, so too does the
work of the CPUSA/ML to link this struggle
with the world-wide movement against U.S.
imperialism, Soviet social-imperialism
and reaction. Among the working and pro-
gressive people there is & growing
rejection of pseudo-socialist theories
and the so-called socialist states. A new
examination of Marxism-Leninism as a revo-
-lutionary guide to action and socialism as
the road out of the tyranny of capitalism
in crisis and decay is taking place.

Over the last decade, the People's So-
cialist Republic of Albania (PSRA) has e-
merged as a great ideologicael and politi-
cal force in this global battle. But in
the U.S., the importance and role of Al-
bania in the class struggle is largely un-
known or not correctly understood. As a
result, our movement is isolated from one
of its main allies and robbed of the ex-
perience of the people and Party of Labor
of Albania (PLA) with its forty-year his-
tory of the application of Marxism-Lenin-
ism in order to achieve genuine and last-
ing national and social liberationm.

With this article the Secretariat of
the Central Committee sets out to answer
why the CPUSA/ML supports Albania as a
great ideological and political force in

the fight for socialism, what main forms
this support takes today, what problems
and prospects exist for building solidar-
ity between the Albanian and American peos
ple, and the significance of this solidar-
ity to the future of the revolution in

the U.S. and worldwide. In the broadest
sense, our purpose is to explain why the .
Party believes every progressive person

in America should see to it that they un-
derstand the history amd current reality
of new Albania and come out in defense of
the only genuine socialist country in the
world today.

The View from America

For well over half a century, the U.S.
has been the center of world cepitalism,
the standard bearer of reaction, the enemy
of everything progressive and the main
force against socialism and the revolution.
Faced by mounting crises, both internal
and external, U.S. imperialism ig seeking.
its solution to the ecomomic stagnation,
political instability, ideoclogical degen-
eration and social decay which character-
ize American life. The current character
of political life in Americe is a fierce
battle in the realm of ideas for the
hearts and minds of the American people
in order to prevent them from finding the
road to their liberation.

In every detail, life in America con-
firms the validity of Marxism-Leninism
which is & tested and proven scientific
theory of the necessity, possibility, and
means of organizing the proletariat to
fight in its own interests for a new econ—
amic and political system. For the workers
of & country to accomplish this mission,
they must break the domination of the
bourgeoisie over all aspects of life
through socialist revolution. What prevents
the U.S. working class and its allies from
achieving its liberation is the reality
that its level of consciousness and organ-
ization lags far behind the oblective con-
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ditions of the class struggle. The Ameri-
can proletariat has yet to achieve con-
sciousness of itself as a class with dis-
tinct aims and objectives antagonistic to
the bourgeoisie and clearly idemtify those
aims. It has yet to achieve its organiza-
tion into a class for itself and go over
to united and disciplined battle for so-
cial revolution.

There are many factors which retard the
development of this consciousness and or-
ganization. They have to do with both the
conditions of 1life and their reflection in
social conscicusness. Capitalist society
creates conditions which keep much of the
proletariat impoverished, uneducated and
backward. As & result of its control over
the conditions of life, the reactionary
social conscicusness of the bourgeoisie is
the dominant ideoclogy in society. It pro-
motes among the proletarist illusioms,
disunity, passivity, and despair. This
domination takes the form of direct ide-
ological aggression aimed at convineing
the mejority that capitalism 1s a superior,
free, and democratic social system that
can be -— with some reforming here and
there -- made to serve the interests of
the majority..

Anti-communism is the pivot of bourgeois
ideclogical aggression. It has long been
the propagenda of U.S. imperialism that
soclalise and the communist world outlook
ars repressive and tyrannicsl, that social-
ism is not possible, or not necessary in
the U.S8., or simply that it is "un-Ameri-
can".

Over the last quarter cemtury, U.S. im-
perialism has been aided in this ideologi-
cal campaign by modern revisionism. The
rise and triumph of revisionism in the So-
viet Union, Yugoslavia, China, Cuba, Po-
land and elsewhers has done great damage
to the struggle to win the proletariat to
socielist ideas, placing it in a position
to fight in a conscious manner. Together
with the chieftains in Washington, Paris
and Bonn, those in Moscow, Peking and Ha-
vapna work hand-in-hand to distort and dis-
credit Marxism-Leninism and socialism. A-
long with the official anti-communism of
U.S. imperialism, the Soviet, Titoite, and
Chinese revisionists, as well as the Euro-
communists and "African socialists" also
promote anti-commmniem wvhen they masquer-
ade under the banpner of socialism and com-
munism., At the 8th Congress of the PLA
Comrade Enver Hoxha summed up the problem
in this way: "The revisionist betrayal and
the restoration of capitalism in a series
of former socialist countries have created
great confusion about the problems of so-
cialism, which is the nub of the ideologi-
cal struggle going om in the world today."

As the influence of Albania as a great
force in defense of socialism grows, new
agents of U.S., imperialism have come ocut
"waving the red flag" in order to defesat
it, "befriending" Albania in a way design-
ed to discredit it. Rather than promoting
Albania, ultra-left opportunism also
promotes anti-communism.

The cause of the revolution and social-
ism has proceeded through perilous twists
and turns and suffered serious setbacks.
But it has alsc achieved impor-
tant new advances. One of the most gignif-
icant is the triumphant construction of so=
cialism in Albania in contrast and opposi-
tion to the experience in a number of
states, Both theoretically and practically,
this victory is of decisive importance to
the revolution worldwide. For a number of
reasons, the PSRA has emerged as a great
ideological and political force in the
world. Its experience constitutes a valu-
able contribution to Marxism-Leninism and
represents a powerful blow to world imper-
ialism.

The Special Role of Albania in the World

Foto Cami, member of the Central Commit-
tee of the PLA, wrote im.1980, "The Party
of Labor of Albania has never pretended to
present [its] experience. . . a8 something
perfect, which overcomes all difficulties
and contradictions, and even less has it
pretended to present it as something uni-
versal. However, in this experience of ours
vwe see the embodiment in life of the funda-
mental principles of Marxism-Leninism, the
general laws of the revolution and social-
ist construction, which our Party has
known how to apply in a creative manner in
the conditions of Albanie and in the com-
plicated international situatiomn.”

Albania has carried out uninterrupted
revolution and socialist comstruction
step-by-step through stages in the diffi-
cult conditions of initial ecomomic back-
wvardness, in a small country completely
encircled by hostile capitalist and revi-
sionist states, and under intense external
pressure by imperialism and soclal-imperi-
alism. The importance of this experience
does not lie in the notion that it repre-
sents s ready-made model for all countries,
but in what it teaches workers of all coun-
tries about Marxism-Leninism as a reliable
guide to action. The road traveled in Al-
bania will not be the same road traveled
in the U.S. The lessons of Albania do not
provide an answer to all the problems fa-
cing the revolutionary movement in our
country. That is why Comrade Hoxhe formu-
lated the question in this way, "By rely-
ing on the scientific theory and applying
it in the comnditions of each country, the
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revolutionary forces will find the correct
road to socialism."

A correct conception of this question
is especially important in the U.S., a
country quite different from Albania prior
to liberation. From this fadt, many honest
people conclude that while Marxism-Lenin-
ism is appliceble, and socialism is possi-
ble in Albania, such is not the case in
the U.S.

Albania holds a special place in the
world today, not only because it is the
only socialist country in the world, but
because of the ideological, political,
and practical leadership it gives working
and progressive people of the world who
are fighting to make their country a so-
cialist country. This is not to dismiss
Albania's significance. On the contrary,
the CPUSA/ML is in full agreement with
the 8th Congress of the PLA that, "The
example of Albanie is & new experience in
the dictatorship of the proletariat and
constitutes a valuable contribution to
the theory and practice of socialism and
Merxism-Leninism." Marxism-Leninism is
the entire historical experience of the
international proletariat's fight for so-
cial revolution, summed up and raised to
the level of theory. The forty-year ex-
perience of the Albenian working class
and its Party has amply enriched and ad-
vanced the Marxist-Leninist science.

For all these reasons Albania has
become & great ideological force in the
fight for socialism. It has waged a con-
certed campeign in defense of the Marxist-
Leninist science, reaffirming its validi-
ty in the present world situation. Albanie
has made the principle contribution to the
exposure of various revisionist trends, i-
dentifying their main tenets, anslyzing
their root cause and mapping out, in theory
and practice, the road to preventing bour-
geois degeneration within a communist par-
ty and socialist state,

At the same time, Albania hes developed
the Marxist-Leninist science as a result
of its own experience on questions concern-
ing the economic laws of socialist construc-
tion, the waging of the ideological struggle
among the people, and the perfecting of so-
cialist democracy and developing new forms
of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Albania has also become a great politi-
cal force in the class struggle, standing
out as a main defender of the proletariat
and peoples in the international arena,
The PLA has provided leadership to the in-
ternational Marxist-Leninist parties, fight-
ing for their unification on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism.

Triumphant Socialism
Albania is a country where the exploi-

tation of men by man has been abolished,
where the law of the dollar is no longer
the law of the land. A country where the
working class rules, where the majority
enjoys real political power not only in law
but in life. It is a country where people
live & new zind of existence, masters of
their own destiny, where knowledge and cul-
ture, science and art are the property of
the peuple.

Fumerocus facts and figures about life
in Albania today are available. Qur pur-
pose here is not to present them in all
their complexity and detail. Nor do we
seek to promote Albania as a paradise.

The fight for socialism has required, and
continues to require, hard work and sacri-
fices. But while the sacrifices have been
many, the rewards are real. The Albanian
pecple have built with their own hands a
new society. It stands as a compelling ex-
ample for all who are willing to face up to
the hardships and fight with Marxist-
Leninist convictiocns.

Albania emerged from the Anti-Fascist
National Liberation War victorious, led by
mobilized the entire nation to fight for
social change. But if the fight against
fascism had required real heroism, so too
would the fight for socislist construction.
Albania was a smell country devastated by
the war, with limited human, material and
natural resources. Occupied and oppressed
for centuries, backward ideas, supersti-~
tion, religious prejudice and both feudal
and capitalist ways of thinking were en-
trenched. The struggle to change censcicus~
ness in order to change the conditions of
life would prove to be protracted.

At the saeme time, Albania embarked on
the road of socialist comstruction surround-
ed by hostile states, encircled by an all-
embracing capitalist market. The Party of
Labor and people of Albania faced a stark
choice: to take the road of self-reliance
on the basis of Marxist-Leninist principle,
or compromise, making economic and
political concessiocns to imperialism for
short-term geins. Albania took its stand
on principle, and its forty-year experience,
in contrast and opposition to the road taken
in such countries as Cuba and Bulgaria,
tells us that it is indeed possible to
build socialism in a small country without
bowing to the dictates of either American
or Soviet imperialism. For the millions
fighting in small, developing nations, Al-
bania's example is inwvaluable. g

What was the road of socialist construc-
tion pursued in Albania after 194LL? On the
basgis of self-reliance, the PLA led the
people in uninterrupted struggle on three
main fronts -- political, economic and
ideological —- while at different periods
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giving priority to one. The fight on the
political front achieved decisive victory
on January 11, 1946 with the founding of
the People's Republic of Albania, although
the work to perfect socialist democracy
and strengthen the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat continues. Immediately following
liveration, the fight for construction of
socialist economic relations in the base of
soclety emerged as the main front of strug-
gle. Here, in particular, the experience
of Albanie and the PLA has advanced the
scientific theory and practice. In a meet-
ing earlier this year sponsofed by the Com-
mittee to Form a U.S.-Albania Friendship
Associetion, National Secretary Victoria
Bull spoke in deteil about this question,
from vhich it is useful to guote at length,

"In the reelm of economic lawe of social-
ism, the principle guiding the entire Alban-
1an ecomomic policy iz outlined in the 8th
Congress Report, which states, 'The produc-
tivity of labor must incresse more rapidly
than the per capita income, the national
ipcome must increase more rapidly than the
purchasing power of the population, and
the purchessing power of the population must
be covered with goods and services.'

"What does 1t mean to say that the pro-
ductivity of labor must increase more re-
pidly than the per capite income? It iz a
policy designed to ensure the development
of s clese of producers -— the working
clags -- apd create the conditions for the
dictatorship of that clsess, rather than a
dictatorship of imndividuals or a group of
individusls. It places primary emphasis on
the accumulation of the reserves of the
class, rather than the wealth of individuals.
Productivity is at heart a matter of the
proletariat's mastery over nature. This
pastery occurs under soclalism by the wag-
ing of the scientific-technical revolution,
the educatlion and training of the entire
working people, and thelr cultural uplift.
Thue the class becomes increasingly more ef-
ficient, evar more the master of nature and
in this way the material base is laid for
the working class to be the master of its
own destiny im all social realms.

"What does it mean to say that the na-
+ionel income must incresse more rapidly
‘than the purchasing power of the pecple?
It means that Albania is a producticn-or-
iented society, rather than & consumer So-
ciety. Priority is given to the wealth of
the nation, rather than the wealth of in-
dividuals. Again, if the national income
does not incresse more rapidly than the
purchasing power of the people, the main
reserves of society cannot be accumulated
and used to raise the well-being of the
people collectively and well-being becomes
& matter for the individusl to achieve.

"To then say that the purchasing power
of the people must be covered with goods
and services, is to say that their needs
must be met, and in fact, can be met om
the basis of the development of increasing
productivity and accumulation of naticnal
income,

"The outstanding lesson of new Albenia,
which is a new experience in the history
of socialism, is that it is impossihle to
maintein the working class's control over
the new society without these conditions
created in the material base of society."

The experience of Albania, after forty
years of uninterrupted pursuit of social=-
ism, in all directions and all fields, re-
lying on the Marxist-Leninist science and
enriching it both theoretically and practi-
cally, 1z a rich testimony to the superior-
ity of genuine socialism, and a most powver-
ful exposure of the pseudo-socialist coun-
tries,

The Stand of U.S. Imperialism Toward Albania
Ronald Reagan hes ennounced U.S. impar-

ialism's new "Crusade for Democracy” to
"congign Marxism-Leninism to the trash heap
of history." While open and more intense,
this is nothing new. U.S. imperislisam is
engaged in a life and deeth struggle against
the revolution and socialism. Thue it
follows that the U.S. bourgeoisie has al-
ways taken a hostile and provocative stand
againat socialist Albania.

Vhen the U.S. emerged from World War II
the unrivaled imperialist power, 1t imme-
diately set out to mobilize all the forces
of the capitalist world ageainst & powerful
socialist camp and a growing reveolutiopary
movement. To conquer socialism it relied
on two main tactics: armed aggression and
military intervention (as evidenced by the
establishment of NATO, the stationing of
troops around the world and the war in
Eorea), and ideoclogicel aggression and
subversion against the socialist states
and. comrunist parties with the intent of
bringing about their destruction through
bourgecis idetlogicael degeneration.

In a veriety of ways, U.S. imperialism
has emplcyed these tactics against the
PSRA since its founding in 1946. Even dur-
ing World War II, the U.S. worked behind
the scenes along with British imperialism
to defeat the influence of the Communist
Party of Albania which was leading the
Anti-Fascist National Liberation War. Al-
though allies in the fight against Nazi-
ism, Britain and the U.S. gave only token
aid to the Albanian partisans. Instead they
sent military missions into Albania to or-
ganize counter-revoclutionery forces in op-
position to the Netional Liberation Front.

When these efforts failed and the work-
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ing class in alliance with the lahoring
peasantry came to power, U.S. imperialism
went over to open hostilities. Through a
series of manesuvers the U.S, prevented re-
presentatives of the new Albanian govern-
ment from attending the San Prancisco Con-
ference which founded the United Nations,
denying it representation in the interna-
tional arena. The U.S. also refused to es-
tablish diplomatic relations with Albania
in hopes of discrediting it as the legiti-
mate representative of the Albanian people.
In early 1945, the State Department sent
a diplomatic mission headed by J.E. Jacobs
to Albania to determine the possibilities
for diplomatic ties. Telegrems between Ja-
cobs and the State Department indicate the
lack of serious commitment on the part of

the American govermnment, which used the mis-

sion as a pretext to gather information on
the post-war situation in the Balkans. Ja-
cobs was no friend of Albania, but even he
sav the extent to which U.S. imperialism

was seeking to isolate Albania internation-
ally in order to undermine it domestically.
In a telegram dated May 9, 1946, attempt-

ing to explain to his superiors in Washing-

ton why Albania was angered by U.S. actions,

Jacobs wrote, "Our prestige here might have
been sustained on a higher level if, when
Albania appealed to the UN Conference at
San Francisco for admission, more favora-
" ble consideration, and possible approval
had been given to Albania's request. After
all, the people of Albania did contribute
their bit, ewen though small against the
fascist and Axis sggressions and e good
case could have been made in support of
their admission at the time of the San
Francisco Conference when certain other
powers who coatributed little or nothing
were admitted,™

In & secret policy statement published
in January, 1947, which Jacobs helped pre-
pare, the State Department characterized
Albania in this way: "The significance of
the country derives from its strategic lo-
cation and from its part in the complex of
Balkan and Adriatic relations." And, "Al-
bania remains an arens for rivalries and
intrigues, where the great powvers may also
become involved." And, "In these circum-
stances the U.S. has strategic interests
in Albania."

To what extent the U.S. was willing to
defend this strategic interest soon emerged,
Several recent newspaper articles,
including one by Ralph Blumenthal in the
June 20 1982 edition of the New York
Timea, have exposed the interference of
the U.S. State Department in Albania's in-
ternal affairs. Research done by a doc-
toral candidate at Stanford under the Free-
dom of Information Act unearthed documents

which detail attempts by the U.S. to organ-
ize counter-revolution. One American in-
telligence agent, Michael Burke, stated
that during the late 194%0's, "I was asked
by the CIA if I would try to create a re-
volution in Albania.” A 1949 document re-
counts z meeting oetween Secretary of
State Dean Acheson and British Foreign
Secretary Ernest Bevin, in which Acheson
is quoted as saying, "Bevin asked whether
we would basically agree that we try to
bring down the Hoxha government when the
occasion arises, I said yes. He asked what
government would replace Hoxha iIf he was
thrown out? Are there any kings around
that could be put in?"

In order to help "make the occasion
arise", the U.S. govermnment allowed Alban-—
ian reactionaries known to have collabor-
ated with the Italian and German fascists
to emigrate to the U.S. in vioclation of
federal law. Some were then recruited to
play a role, as Blumenthal writes, "in Am-
erican post-war campaigns against the pro-
Soviet government of Enver Hoxha, the Al-
banian Communist Party leader. These ef-
forts, which included dropping agents inte
the Balkans by parachute in the early
1950's to foment revolts, failed . . ."

During the same period U.S. imperialism
supported Britain's aggressive actions a-
gainst Albenia, sided with Britaln when it
sent war ships intc Albania's territorial
waters in the Corfu Channel, and conspired
in the seizure of $6.5 million in Albanian
gold which today still sits in the Bank of
England. More recent intervention in Al=-
bania is not publically documented
in the U.S. At present, however,
both superpowers are engaged in intrigues
in the Balkans. Since the death of Tito,
the Soviet Union has been working to re-
capture Yugoslavia, breaking it out of the
American orbit. National rivalries are be~
ing whipped up to allow a pro-Soviet gove
ernment to come to power. The Albanian ne-
tiopal minority in the Kosove region is
being used as a pawn in superpower politics.
Fighting for democratic rights against
special oppression by the revisionist
Yugoslav regime, the movement in Kosova
for Republic status has been suppressed by
police terror and violence.

The American govermment continues a
decades~long blockade of information from
and about Albania while the State Depart-
ment feeds the American press inaccurate
and slanderous reports on Albanian affairs.
In general the U.S. government takes a pub-
lic posture of silence. For this reason it
is often assumed that the U.S., no longer
has an interest in Albanisas. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Albania remsins
in a sgtrategic locetion. Its role as a
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stabllizing factor in tne .alkans is well
known. Its growing international influ-
ence, its warmly received role in the Uni-
ted Nations, and its developing diplomatic
and trade relations with scores of states
is clear to the U.S. State Department. But
more importantly, U.S., imperialism is well
aware of the role Albania plays in the in-
ternationael communist and workers' move=-
ment.

It is important to point out that as
the Reagan regime gears up its anti-com=
munist ideological campaign, the number
of anti-Albania radio spots and press re-
ports have taken a dramatic upturn. We can
expect more, for if U.S. imperialism in-
tends to consign Marxism-Leninism to the
trash heap, there too it must consign Al-
bania. New attacks, both open and covert,
and new aggression, both ideological and
perhaps military as well, are possihle.

e posture of U.S, imperialism, its
long-standing hlockade ef information and
its hostile activity, have created a situ=
ation in the U.S. where the majority af
people either know nothing ebout Alhania
or have assimilated the anti-Albanian, an-~
ti-communist propaganda of the bourgeoiszie.
This, combined with the lack of revelution-
ary leadership for over LO years and the
present limitations of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist forcee, has created a situation in
which the progressive movement is robbed
of the lessons of the Albanian fight for
freedom and isolated from one of its main
allies in its fight for freedom. Equally
important, the U.S. proletariat is not
armed to carry out is proletarian interna-
tionalist responsibility to defend social-
ism in Albania.

The Role of the American Proletariat and
Party in Defense of Albania

The triumph of sociallsm in Albania re-
presents a victory not only for the Alban-
ian people, but for the proletariat and
progressive people of all countries. Like-
wise, the defense of socialiam in Albania
is not Just the duty of the Albanian peo-
ple, but of the proletariat and progres-
sive people everywhere.

History has placed the Albanian and Am=
erican proletariat at decisive points in
the class struggle: the Albanian people
at the center of world revolution, the Am-
erican people at the center of world reac-
tion. Fighting in the heartland of world
imperialism against the greatest capital-~
ist power of our time, the American work-
ing class and its Party must shoulder a
number of proletarian internationalist
tasks. Cne such task 1s to build a mass,
militant movement in defense of Albania
as part of the entire process of revolu-

tionary struggle. This task is at present
complicated and difficult, for several
reasons. Chief among them is the attitude
and activity of U.S. imperialism, which
makes contact between the Albanian and Am-
erican people difficult when the avenues
for contact and promotion of the revision-
ist states are many. Secondly, is the in-
fluence and. effects of modern revisionism
which breeds anti-communism., Soviet, Chi-
nese, and other revisionist propaganda
mimics the lies of imperialism, portraying
Albania as isolated and backward, in order
to promote a revisionist "road to socisle
ism" and a revisionist conception of
socialist construction.

The third problem is the lack of a
strong, experienced Marxist-Leninist party
in the U.S. capable of mobilizing a power-
ful movement jin support of Albania, bring-
ing its story to the broad masses. And
lastly, is the problem of opportunism in the
working class movement. Over the last de-
cade a number of ultra-left trends and
organizetions have emerged in the U.S. which
have come out in "support" of socialist Al-
bania. The character of their promotion is
universally slavish, infantile flag-waving
in a manner which does not win Albania new
supporters, but instead promotes anti~com-
munism. Within tnis flock are agents ot
imperialism who are out to split the
friendship movement in the U.S. There are
also opportunist organizations that have
tried to hitch their wagon to Albania in
order to gain a measure of credibility a-
mong socialist-minded people domestically
and maneuver for international advantage
on the coattails of Albania.

The present, low level of consciousness
and organization of the revolutionary for-
ces in the U.S., the spreading of anti-com-
munism by imperialism, revisionism and op-
portunism and the fact that almost no di-
rect interchange between the Albanian and
American people exists, all make the edu-
cation of the U.S. proletariat and its mo-
bilization in solidarity with Albanis pro-
blematic at a time when its importance is
growing.

The Tactics of the Party in Support of
Albania

The CPUSA/ML believes that Albania is a
great ideological and political force in
the fight for socialism. It also believes
that the American proletariat must be pre-
pared to carry out its role in defense of
socialism in Albapnia. For these reasons,
the Party is committed to the struggle to
build solidarity between the Albanian and
American people as a strategic question.

The principal contribution the American
communist party is required to meke in this
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effort is the education, organization, and
mobilization of the working class and its
allies to defeat U.S, imperialism from
within. This process includes the fight to
defend the purity of Marxism-Leninism and
expose all bourgeois, revisionist and op-
portunist influences within the working
class movement.

Simultaneously, the Party is required
to fight, and prepare the American people
to fight, all attempts by U.S. imperial-
iem to isolate, intimidate, interfere in or
intervene in Albania. The CPUSA/ML works
in a variety of ways to carry out its re-
sponsibility as the leading force in this
battle. Today the Party places great stress
on buildinga broad, popular movement in
support of Albania, because it alone can-
not shoulder the American proletariat's
internationalist duty. We seek te promote
Albania not only among those already so-
cialist-minded, but among all progressive,
democratic, and freedom-loving people of
all regions, races and nationalities in
the U.S. That is why the CPUSA/ML led in
the formation of the Committee to Form a
U.8.-Albania Friendship Association and
today actively supports it, gives it
leadership and provides it with material
aid. The CFUSAFA has over five years be-
gun to .assume a central role in the pro-
motion of Albania among the broad strata
of American people., Its goal is to build
over time a truly mass organization of all
those friendly to Albania.

Teday there are over 25 Albania friend-
ship associations worldwide which carry
out broad educational and cultural activi-
ties with the encouragement of the PSRA.
Over the past five years, the CPUSA/ML and
the CFUSAFA have steadily grown in their
abllity to understand how to build a
friendship association relying on the aims
and objectives desired by the PSRA, utili-
zing the lessons of the international
friendship associations, and applying them
in the conditions in the U.S.

In various countries, the friendship
associations have come into being under

varying levels of class struggle, comscious-

ness and organization >f the working class
movement. One underlying issue in the
work of all the Marxist-Leninist parties
who are leading the friendship forces has
been the need to correctly understand and
establish the proper relatiomship between
the friendship associatiom, which is a
form of organization designed to achieve
the broadest participation on the basis of
genuine frienmdsmhip, and the Marxist-Lenin-
ist party, which is a vanguard organiza-
tion of the clasa-conscious communists who
support Albania on the besis of Marxist-
Leninist pripeciple. Ia the U.S., under-

standing this relatiomship is essential to
the future growth of the Albanian friend-
ship movement.

In the past the Party has helped the
CFUSAFA to understand and combat a view,
prevalent among the Left, that to be a
member of the friendship association one
must be a Marxist-Leninist, or a support-
er of the Marxist-Leninist party, or at
least, support socialism over capitalism.
Defeating this view in the early days of
its work was a decisive step. Failure to
have done so would have further isolated
the friends of Albania in the U.S. and
held back the work to build solidarity on
a mass scale.

The international experience of the
friendship associations, and the move-
ment in our country as well, also reflects
another lesson. Individuasls who are hard-
ened anti-communists or who have a hostile
attitude and carry out hostile actions a-
gainst Marxism-Leminism have no place in
a friendship association for Albania, =
socialist country guided by the ideals of
Marxism-Leninism and communism. These two
poles of the question help define the na-
ture of a friendship association and the
proper relationship between the Marxist-
Leninists and the progressive friepnds of
Albania who fight with the common =aim of
building friendship amd solidarity.

Problems and Prospects Pacing the Friend-
ship Movement in the U.3.

Today there is a small but growing
movement in friendship for Albania in our
country. This movement encompasses the
Marxist-Leninist forces, many socialist-
minded people and workers, students, in-
teliectuals and progressive individuals
who are attracted to Albania from a range
of concerns, from support of the PLA to
love of Albania's rich national art and cul-
ture. This breadth of interest is a very
good thing. The potential for the future
growth of this movement is large, although
it currently faces serious obetacles.

The organized forces in support of
Albania are not yet well commeeted to the
vast majority of potemtial friends of Al-
bania for reasons having to do with the
overall situation in the country previous-
ly pointed out, and because of the limita-
tions of the CFUSAFA itself which remains
still small. As well, those active in sup-
port of Albanie are not yet united around
a common conception of the road ahead, en-
gaged in common work or organized into a
single center. These factors make the ef-
fort to break the blockade of information
by carrying out educational work on a
truly national scale, through the distri-
bution of literature, the holding of meet-
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ings, cultural programs, film showings,
organizing exhibits, preparing radio and
TV programs and the like, difficult when
it is precisely this type of activity that
can bring the truth about Albania to light
among the vast majority.

The increasing snti-communist, anti-Al-
banian crusade of the American government
and the lack of interchange between Alban-
ia and the American people which results
from travel restrictions and the lack of
diplomatic or trade relations also poses
problems. Albania does not seek relations
with the U.S. government becamse U.S. im-
perialism will not conduct them on the ba-
sis of non-interference and mutual benefit.

All of these obstacles cen either be
overcome in time or circumvented by the
movement if it maintaing correct leader-
ship, continues on the right road and takes
up its work in an aggressive manner, At
this time the main obstacle to ite further
growth is the persistence of a wrong view
on the significance and role of Albania in
the world, on the importance of building
solidarity in the U.S5. and on the nature
and role of an Albania friendship associa-
tion. This wrong view is essentially a
“leftist" line spread by agents of U.S.
imperialism and ultra-left opportunism
which seeks to stifle the growth of the
friendship movement and direct it down a
dead-end road. What is this view? It is
one which underestimates the importance
of building broad, popular support for Al-
bania. It either denies the need for a
rass organization such as the CFUSAFA
which can play a vital role in the creation
of understanding, friendship and solideri-
ty among the broad strata, or seeks to
narrow the membership, activities, and
influence of the CFUSAFA to a handful of
people already committed to the defense
of socialism. This view.attributes to the
friencsn.. association objectives which go -
beyond its nature snd scope. In a word, it
attributes to an association which is an
organization in friendship for socialist
Albania, the task of organizing support for
socialism in the U.S., belittling the im-
portance of friendship for the PSRA, and
profoundly underestimating the impact a
mess movement in the U.S. in solidarity
with socialism ir Albania would have on
the international balance of class forces.

We characterize this position on the
Albania friendship association and friend-
ship movement &s opportunist because it

" sacrifices the long-term interests of the
Albanian and American proletariat to the
short-term, selfish aims of the few, of a
sing group of individuals or political
organization in the U.S. It is the absolute
antithesis of proletarian internationalism.

The CPUSA/ML believes that there is a
large potential for the future growth of
the Albania friendship movement in the
U.S. for several reasons. First is the
poverful attraction of Albania's experi-
ence. Second is the present situatiom in
the U.S. where many progressive people
are seerching for an answer to the ques-
tion, "What road ahead?". Third is the
history of proletarian internationalist
spirit and sctivity, the deep democratic
and freedom-loving treditions of the Am-
erican working people. And lastly, there
is now growing contact between some sec-
tions of the working class movemert in the
U.S. and socialist Albania. All of these
make the growth of the movement and the
building of the CFUSAFA possible. The
world situation makes it vital. The task
before the Party, the proletariat and the
friends of Albania in the U.S. is to see
to it that the obstacles to this work are
overcome step by step.

Long Live the Friendship of the Albanian

and American Peoplel
The ML supports the people and

Party of Labor of Albenia as a contingent
in the international communist and vorkers'
movement. It defends socialist Albania as
a great ldeological and politicel force,
a powerful ally, in the struggle egainst
vorld imperialism. It promotes Albania,
its history and experience, as a powerful
expression of the vitality of Marxzism-
Leninism and the superiority of the so-
cialist way of life. All are strategic
and tactical imperatives for the future
of the revolution in the U.S. and the re=-
volution worldwide.,

History has placed the Albanian and
American proletariat at decisive positions
in the class struggle from the point of
view of the world revolution. The Alban-
ian people live, work and fight at the
heart of the revolutionary movement, in
defense of everything progressive, in a
world representative of a new era in hu-
man history. The American people live,
work and fight in the center of world im-
perialism, against everything reactiomary,
in a country representative of an era com-
ing toa close. The importance of close
ties, and common struggle between our twn
pecples is obvious. The future of social-
ism in America is inextricably linked to
the preservation of socialism in Albanisa.

All who cherish progress, equality, de-
mocracy and peace, all who fight for so-
cial justice, who seek a way out of the -
crisis of U.S. imperialism, who want an
answer to the question, 'What road ahead?"
will find in Albania a powerful example,
profound inspiration and a realiable ally.



