JESSE 88
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epeatedly, while waiting for myself to rise totally to the occa-

sion of catching up with presidential candidate Jesse Jackson, I
used images of our long time friendship and varied association to
fuel the dynamic which would embody the questions I would ask.

Thinking about Jesse in Iowa, I thought about farmers and ‘“‘straight
out” Americans. How would that be? Jesse with the straight outs?

There was no question in my ultimate mind dialed conclusion that
Jesse could handle it. How remained as such, intriguing, its “How?” self.

But it is the feeling for America — ever been in Iowa, boy?

Yeh, drove through there — me and my family in a brand new ’78
Chevy stationwagon.

Nothing. Cow odor and corn. A couple stops. Except the music, like
when you get too far from the cities — ugly shit!

It was a con puzzle feeling. Like would there be some kind of con
involved? Some snake oil, or lugubrious backing away from reality that
would pass for public non-offense. Some merits (for Niggers!) You too.
Unless caught widout your peeple somewhere out there, no gun neither
— could you survive?

It’s like Howard Beach is part of the white faces and twang. How do
black people walk up to white, regulation Americans and deal with them
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Breadbasket was SCLC religion powered social awareness and
activism brought to the black northern “capital.” Side by side, as a
reflection of black class formation with Elijah Muhammed’s Nation
of Islam.

A black economic strength based on a black bourgeoisie, from John
Johnson and Ebony, Jet, Negro Digest/Black World to George Johnson,
AfroSheen, black hair products. Heavy connections as well with the
Daley machine and an independent black politics that elected Harold
Washington, Mayor!

Jackson’s campaign is as much a measure and description of
American society as King’s campaigns. The violent legal apartheid King
fought has been rendered impotent and so has been replaced by propa-
ganda and rhetoric and out of favor grant losing social programs whose
elimination is blamed on the poor and the needy and the oppressed
nationalities.

Jackson is a veteran of the struggle and victory over American
Apartheid. He is a statesman and a qualified and beloved black leader!
Opinions about him define both the oppressed and the oppressor in this
country.

Black people know a great deal about Ronald Reagan, as they did
Carter, Ford, Nixon, LBJ and JFK. Ask them to choose, the majority,
between those names and Jesse Jackson. They know for sure Jackson is
smarter than Reagan — definitely better looking. In San Francisco
before a group of black car dealers Jackson said the only thing Reagan
could beat him doing was ‘“taking afternoon naps.” The crowd roared!

Black women, including his beautiful sophisticated wife, Jackie, want
Jesse so much because they know most women would have to dig him.
But not like this!

The Civil Rights and 60’s and 70’s Black Power and Black Liberation
Movement was a social upsurge that also created an economic advance,
as well as political gains for the African American people.

A legacy of 60’s black mass struggle was the strengthening and ex-
pansion of the black middle and upper classes. There was also the clear
advance in electoral politics. A Black Congressional Caucus for example
could be formed as black congressional representation expanded with
more significance than at any time since Reconstruction.

Black mayors began to be elected in major cities. Hatcher-Gary:
Gibson-Newark, &c. And as the bloody 60’s confrontations that caused
American Apartheid to retreat and disguise itself drew less intense as
the 70’s moved along, the movement developed a thrust toward new
political organization aimed at electoral politics and economic
development.

I met Jesse Ist during the period of the Black Power Conferences,
during the 60’s. By 1969 as chairman of the Committee for a Unified









Bobby Seale. Tho some were critical and even wary of him because he
always had his own agenda.

Some of them thought of him as a media opportunist who was
building a self aggrandizing pork barrel reformist institution. But Jesse
was a legitimate member of the broadest United Front of black pro-
gressive movement. His influence and prominence were already
recognized by all.

In 1970 the Operation Breadbasket band came to Newark a couple
days before the election and were an important element of the final
dynamism of that peoples’ victory. Election night Jesse strode into
central election headquarters (CFUN’s “502” High Street offices) like a
jubilant cabinet member. He spoke to the assembled activists then
marched with the rest of us down the center of Broad St., as the people
danced in the middle of the street and on top of buses. Then he swept
into Symphony Hall and swept the already ecstatic citizens off their feet
almost blowing the lid off the double capacity crowd there celebrating
Gibson’s victory and “black power.”

He laid out the grand design of our triumph as the function of his
own inspiration and vision! But he was brought to Newark because he
had been with Hatcher in Gary, and Stokes in Cleveland.

Part of Jackson’s rejoinder to Democratic presidential candidates and
like minded media about his popularity being based on ‘“name recogni-
tion,” was that if he was named Kennedy in Boston or Rockefeller in
New York that would be true. But his “being known” was based on
marching with Dr. King, long years at fighting racism and economic
exploitation, media stunning exploits like the diplomatic coup of getting
Syrian president Assad to free black U.S. flyer Goodman, &c. &c. &c. It
struck home to most black people as an unassailable truth, whose public
declaration was like an incredible punch line!

You mean media attention is great except for Jesse Jackson (black
people)? Jackson’s life has been hot media copy, the other candidates for
the most part were just now being formally introduced to the American
public. Jesse had a 20 year head start, he enthusiastically explained, as
a public servant. A “workhorse,” he likes to say, “for the people”’! These
were his popular and public and ubiquitously recorded credentials!

The 1970 CAP conference gave Jesse, dashiki, Afro and all, a chance
to begin to fine tune the focus of his national and international net-
working. The conference itself had been formed as a conscious attempt
at unifying black political efforts and creating institutions to stabilize
and advance the black movement. Jet magazine carried prominent photos
of Urban League’s Whitney Young and Minister Farrakhan, supposedly
two opposite poles of black political desire, both speakers at the gather-
ing, in a high five type of unity handshake. Jesse was shown at a press
conference with black Canadian militant Brenda Wilkerson & CORE’s









The fact that candidate Jesse is also Rev. Jesse is in the African
American tradition, as late as King, Elijah Muhammed, Malcolm, or
Tutu for that matter. There is a powerful and moving historical connec-
tion between black politics and religion. Black religion always expresses
Black Liberation, however understood!

From the Sorrow Songs, Spirituals, to Gospel or Blues — Rap or
Bop or Cool, the culture wants freedom, “Howsom’ever it get here!”

From the 1970 Atlanta conference on, electoral politics grew increas-
ingly more relevant to the black movement, that fact itself a victory of
the civil rights movement. The right to vote has always been a spear-
head of black democratic movements. The degree of opposition to
slavery, disenfranchisement, gerrymandering, segregation and discrim-
ination, the holy chorus of black national oppression, are the measure
of black development!

The 1972 National Black Political Convention in Hatcher’s Gary, was
organized by a coalition of black nationalists and black elected officials
and activists. The three person administrative body heading the Gary
meeting of some 8000 black people to forge a National Black Political
Agenda, was Detroit Congressman, Charles Diggs, then recently elected
chairman of the House Committee on Africa, Mayor Richard Hatcher of
Gary and myself as head of the Congress of African Peoples. But stride
for stride, based partially on Hatcher and Jackson’s previous and
historical relationship, Jesse was abreast of and able to influence the
direction of the leadership.

He was then still advisor to and charismatic leader of many diverse
black political forces, able to leap tall racism with a single bound. But
he was not a U.S. politician but a black one! Sometimes in that con-
tradiction between popular black activists and electoral politicians Jesse
could be “excluded,” by the self organization and self importance of
black elected officials. A constant dismissal of black activists by these
politicians was that they had no “real” constituencies, because they had
not been elected to office, and therefore they were not really important
— only gadflies of one sort or another. The Black Congressional Caucus
became the freedom shrine of the old civil rights movement in its tran-
sition more completely into electoral politics.

There is a photo of the Gary convention (Jet) of Hatcher, Diggs and
I in front of a podium during a press conference opening Gary. Jesse
Jackson, dashikied and Afroed is right at Hatcher’s ear. Jackson called
for a black political party at the convention!

In Miami however whirlwinding around the 1972 Democratic con-
vention there, Jackson and a host of black electoral politicians even-
tually just attempted some privileged connection with the ill fated
McGovern campaign. Although there was a National Black Agenda
drafted by the thousands at Gary which was supposed to be the voice
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guaranteed separation of church and state, everything from the Inquisi-
tion to Hitler's pogroms can be imagined!

Reagan and the far right’'s power could be significantly turned around
by a Democratic victory. But at the base of progressive social motion in
U.S. society is the disposition of African American struggle. Since it is
the spearhead of general democratic struggle in the society, from
resistance to chattel slavery to the civil rights movement, until today.

LE

I met Jesse again in San Francisco where he was addressing the
Black Lincoln Mercury dealers convention.

Just before we entered the room he was telling me about a con-
vergence of interests that must animate the Rainbow of his pro-
gressive and populist campaign. I have seen Jesse Jackson grow with
applause and acknowledgement of his accomplishment.

“Do you really feel you can have Phil Benton’s job (as head of
Lincoln Mercury)? Well, if he gave it to you, you might give it back.
If you don’t believe it, even if you get it, you couldn’t. If you don't
believe it, don’t get in people’s way!”

“] was telling Brother Baraka, about the Super people and the
Sub people — Got 3/5ths of a human being and then 7/5ths.” It is
like a history lesson sung — politics, economics. The roar is like
recall and future vision.

Jackson believes it is not only white supremacy, but sometimes
Black submission or adjustment to it that is in opposition to Black
desire. Again and again a theme reappears, “When we begin to be-
have like giants, other people will begin to make adjustment to us!”

I had left Jesse to speak at the ball. The car dealers were leaping
up to go just after Jesse finished. “I gotta go upstairs and change
clothes.” It was black tie.

My 1st question walking down the hall was how had he changed.
He spoke of a confluence of interests. He was leading up to it as we
entered so he could speak.

“We can be what we choose to be!!”

He is black people themselves, in this sense, bursting free of white
supremacy as well as the sickness it causes those it has deemed “in-
ferior.”

His description of the Iowa campaign — his face-off with the
“Straight Outs” animates both of us. And the contrasts between
Homeboy Jesse bringing word of the struggle, news from the front
and the magic of his Iowa confrontation form a cross cultural
highway for his concerns.

“White folks been getting 7/5ths since we only 3/5ths. So when we
talking about equality, they think they losing something and we think
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The growing dynamic of Black national consciousness is the call, the
spark. It is the measure of the torture of labor in general. The inten-
sified and outrageous “new” super-exploitation the weakening U.S. rulers
must utilize to try to keep their coffers full. American workers are being
tortured; fired, made to give up historic advances made in revolutionary
periods.

The Black worker is the most extreme case, since national oppression,
maintained racially, doubles the exploitation, the robbery and denial of
rights.

The other oppressed nationalities, Native Americans, Latinos, Asians,
experience the same kinds of attack, but class exploitation is fine tuned
to maximize oppression by race so that the darker the skin, the more
oppressed one is likely to be even in the same group. It is the fall of
Africa that is being reinforced for ages now by white supremacy, the
social philosophy of Western capitalism.

The African American national question and its underlying focus on
Black Self Determination cannot be dismissed or hidden for long. Super
Tuesday and the Jackson campaign redefined that question and the
Black Liberation Movement for the 1990s. O
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