
Bends to white racism 

Where RSB goes wrong on ~Bakke' fight 
By Osborne Hart 

How do you build a movement 
against the Bakke decision and in 
defense of affirmative action? 

To most people, actions such as the 
march on Washington of 10,000 on 
April 15, called by the National Com
mittee to Overturn the Bakke Decision, 
would seem like a step in the right 
direction. Such actions, which involve 
a broad range of forces-from stu
dents, to Black groups, unions, and 
women-are important and should be 
continued. 

Almost everyone involved in the 
struggle against the Bakke decision 
sees clearly the racist character of the 
decision. 

So they might have been surprised to 
see an article that appeared in the 
April issue of the Young Communist, 
newspaper of the Revolutionary Stu
dent Brigade. 

The RSB is an organization of young 
people who until recently considered 
themselves in agreement with the Rev
olutionary Communist Party. Since 
that organization underwent a split 
some months ago (see June 9 Militant 
for an account of the split) the RSB 
a.so split. Supporters of the Young 
Communist now consider themselves 
in agreement with the Revolutionary 
Socialist Brigade led by former RCP 
member Micky Jarvis. 

The Young Communist article at
tacks the Young Socialist Alliance for 
its strategy in the anti-Bakke struggle. 
The crux ofthe RSB's argument is that 
the YSA focuses too much on the racist 
nature of the decision. 

"The YSA ... turn every issue into 
a question of racism," the author com
plains, "so that each leaflet is indistin
guishable from the past. Their strat
egy, as well as the arguments, never 
attack capitalism." 

'White rights'? 
This is a strange argument. 
The Bakke decision is an important 

centerpiece in the drive of the U.S. 
rulers against the most oppressed sec
tions of society. The capitalists hope 
by attacking affirmative action to in
tensify racist and sexist practices es
sential to the profit system. And they 
seek to convince whites that affirma
tive action is against their interests. 

Isn't it an elementary, obligation of 
any group calling itself anticapitalist 
to point out the racist nature of the 
Bakke ruling and answer the "reverse 
discrimination" argument? 

The RSB says no. 
They point to a debate that recently 

took place in Boston between James 
Harris, national coordinator of the 
National Student Coalition Against 
Racism, and A vi Nelson, a racist local 
radio commentator. The Young Com-

Both minority and white students mllst be won to fight against racist 'Bakke' decision 

munist falsely claims that NSCAR is a 
"front" for the YSA. NSCAR is a 
coalition in which the YSA plays an 
active role. 

In the article, the anonymous author 
complains that the debate ended in a 
draw. "Many of the uncommitted stu
dents were white and were confused as 
to whether taking a stand against 
national oppression required abandon
ing their own rights." Elsewhere in the 
article, the RSB claims that "all na
tionalities are oppressed by capitalist 
rule." 

Instead of building a movement 
against racism, they argue, the move
ment against Bakke has to be an 
"anticapitalist" movement. 

Capitalism & racism 
The RSB's argument is based on a 

completely false premise. 
It's true that capitalist society op

presses all workers. It's not true that 
this oppression is exactly the same for 
all workers. 

The ruling class tries to divide 
workers by granting limited privileges 
to some sections of the working class
such as white, male workers-at the 
expense of Blacks, Chicanos, women, 
and others. 

Blacks are oppressed not only as 
workers but as Blacks. They are hired 

last and fired first, forced into inferior 
schools, and deprived of needed social 
services. 

Th~;Jse divisions hurt all workers. 
They make it harder to fight for better 
education and working and living con
(~itions. They enable the ruling class to 
keep workers weak and divided. 

Blinded to this divide-and-rule strat
egy, the RSB falls smack into the 
bosses' trap. 

In fact, the Young Communist arti
cle actually refers to the most gro
tesque example of where their wrong 
position led the RSB. 

They complain that the YSA "was 
two years ago demanding Federal 
troops into Roxbury [Boston]," during 
the fight to desegregate that city's 
schools. 

It's true that the YSA demanded 
federal troops be sent to Boston to 
defend Black students from racist 
mobs. And we're proud of it. 

Is the RSB proud of its role in that 
struggle? They shouldn't be. They op
posed desegregation. 

When the order to desegregate the 
schools in Boston sent white racist 
mobs screaming into the streets, the 
RSB and its parent group, then called 
the Revolutionary Union, did not 
condemn these attacks. They defended 
the white racists. 

A leaflet passed out by the RU said, 
"We can't write off all white resistance 
to the busing plan as just racist." This 
was during the time when the slogan, 
"Niggers, go back to Africa," was 
scrawled on walls throughout South 
Boston. 

Another leaflet put out by the RU 
complained that "anti-white sentiment 
has grown in Black and Latin com
munities, expressing itself in the atti
tude 'We're gonna show those honkies 
we can go to their schools if we want 
to.' " 

Well, did the RU think Black stu
dents didn't have a right to go to white 
schools? That was what their position 
amounted to. 

Although they later made some "self
criticism" of their more blatantly rac
ist formulations, the RSB to this day 
has not retracted its opposition to 
busing. In 1977 in Chicago, RCP 
members participated in the Commit
tee Against Forced Busing. The news
letter of that group stated at one point 
that "forced busing is the single grea
test threat to our kids' education." 
Thus the newsletter objectively sided 
with the views of the racist antibusing 
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Third Denver killer cop acquitted The first board game to present a 
Marxist analysis of how capitalism 
works-created by Dr. Bertell 
Oilman, professor of Politics at 
N.Y.U. and author of Alienation. 
Beginners, Advanced, and Tour
nament Rules, together with so
cial/political explanations and 
some suggestions for classroom 
use, make it possible for children 
and adults alike, in the home and 
at school, to play Class Struggle 
for fun and (educational) profit. 
Mail $9.95 (includes handling and 
postage in the U.S.) to Class 
Struggle, Inc., 487 Broadway, 
N.Y., N.Y., 10013 (N.Y. residents 
add $.80 sales tax). 

By Silvia Zapata 
DENVER-Nearly a year ago, pa

trolmen John O'Dell, Gary Graham, 
and Dave Neil killed two Chicanos in 
cold blood in Denver's Meztizo Park. 

On May 24 a jury found Neil inno
cent of the murder of Arthur Espinosa. 
Neil was the last of the killer cops to 
get off scot-free. Graham and O'Dell, 
who together pumped eight bullets into 
James Hinojos, were cleared by a 
Denver grand jury last December. 

The killings sparked spontaneous 
protests in several city parks here. 
Last August 1,300 Chicanos and 
Blacks marched on the city-county 
building, .demanding justice for the two 
slain men. The families of the two men 
also sponsored a rally to demand 
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prosecution of the cops and to demon
strate opposition to police harassment. 

Since then, racist attacks by Denver 
cops have not ceased. 

Sidney Whitecrane, a Native Ameri
can, died while in police custody. 
Whitecrane's head "somehow" hit a 
trash can as he was awaiting process
ing at the city jail on January 14. He 
died of brain injuries at Denver Gen
eral Hospital two days later. 

Irene DeSoto, a transsexual, was 
shot to death by an undercover cop 
this spring. 

An anti-Chicano hysteria hung over 
the trial of Neil for Espinosa's death. 
The Denver media played up cops' talk 
of reprisals from the Chicano commun-

ity. The Rocky Mountain News re
ported tight security of police stations 
because "there are several trials going 
on that represent a kind of police 
versus community thing." 

A police sergeant stated, "Any police 
facility is susceptible to attack from 
subversives. We are under a real sense 
of awareness. These things can 
happen and will happen, especially in 
this day and age with all your liberals. 
These are Soviet trained people." 

Reuben Espinosa, nephew of Arthur 
Espinosa, was not surprised by the 
not-guilty verdict. "What they said is 
the police have a license to gun down 
any individual or group of individuals 
whose life-style they disagree with," he 
charged. 
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look at the unions 
organizer in Michigan. In a crucial 
strike in 1938-39-led by Dobbs-that 
secured the first area contract for over
the-road drivers, Hoffa played a small 
role. 

In 1941, however, Hoffa was part of 
the strong-arm squad sent by Teamster 
President Daniel Tobin to smash the 
revolutionary leadership. In the battle 
against Teamster Local 544 in Minnea
polis (the center of the class-struggle 
wing of the union movement), Tobin 
did have some help from gangster 
elements. But that didn't count for 
much. 

Infinitely more important was the 
help he got from Roosevelt, the FBI, 
and state and local authorities, who 
combined to frame up the Local 544 
leaders and send them to prison for 
"sedition." 

The real story of how the Teamsters 
union was built is told in four books by 
Farrell Dobbs (available from Path
finder Press). It is not only accurate 
but also more interesting than F.l.S. T. 

F.l.S. T. deserves low ratings on its 
politics, since it tries to make a politi-

cal statement. It is also a zero artisti
cally. 

The Kovak character is simply not 
believable as a leader of anything 
more complex than a small-town street 
rumble. He is inarticulate, shows no 
hint of intelligence, .and is hopelessly 
inept in strategy and tactics. Maybe 
Stallone is simply playing himself, as 
he is said to have done in Rocky. 

He shows he is "militant" by growl
ing at the bosses, "We're going to cut 
your balls off." 

He shows he is a "leader" by getting 
the truck drivers to chant "Fist! Fist! 
Fist!" 

This doesn't come close to Hoffa, 
much less Dobbs. 

Rod Steiger does a better job in his 
short time on screen, playing the 
senator who brings about Johnny's 
downfall. He reveals the "crusader" 
against union corruption to be some
thing of a weasel as well. 

F.I.S. T. has no sex and not enough 
violence to attract the Charles Bronson 
crowd. Maybe it will be a commercial 
flop. It deserves it. -Andy Rose 

Get the facts 
behind ~F.I.S.T.' 

In "The Facts Behind 'F.I.S.T.'" 
(Esquire magazine, May 23), contri
buting editor Steven Brill explains 
that the real story of the Teamsters 
union is "better than the one on the 
screen." 

Under the leadership of the Social
ist Workers Party, Brill recounts, 
union activists in the "first m11jor 
Teamster rebellion" had no need to 
"fight company violence by going to 
the underworld. They were an in
credibly disciplined organization 
that manned strong barricades, 
brought the city to its knees, won 
their strike, and went on to victories 
at carefully chosen strategic out
posts throughout the country. The 
union that has given its only presi
dential endorsements in the past 
twenty-five years to Eisenhower and 
Nixon owes the origin of its strength 

I 
I 

workers Fight Back exist. Significant 
numbers of workers are beginning to 
consider alternatives like this as the 
only really "practical" solution. 

The theme of Blue Collar is power
fully expressed in Smokey's blast at 
the boss. "Everything they do," he 
explains, "the way they pit the lifers 
against the new boys, the old against 
the young, the Black against the 
white-is meant to keep us in our 
place." But the seriousness of this 
theme is undercut by Schrader's pain
ful preoccupation with cute one-liners 
and sight gags. 

Schrader also lets the company off 
the hook in other ways. He portrays 
the union as equally responsible for 
bad working conditions. He blots out 
completely the company's role as the 
prime cause and force behind the 
union misleaders. 

He therefore creates a movie that at 
bottom is contemptuous of its own 
heroes. Schrader admits as much in 
an interview in Seven Days magazine 
where he comments that, "The workers 
in this film are sheep. . . . If I had 
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to the Socialist Workers party." 
Four books by Farrell Dobbs, a 

central leader of that Teamster rebel
lion, record the rich lessons of this 
key chapter in the labor upsurge of 
the 1930s. In so doing, they offer a 
class struggle strategy for the fabor 
movement today. 

Teamster Rebellion 192 pp., paper 
$3.95 
Teamster Power 256 pp., paper 
$4.45 
Teamster Politics 256 pp., paper 
$4.45 
Teamster Bureaucracy 256 pp., 
paper $4.45 

Order from Pathfinder Press, 410 
West Street, New York, New York 
10014. Please include $.50 for pos
tage and handling. 

these assholes working for me I'd have 
them whipped and chained." 

Perhaps this helps explain why co
workers I talked with expressed little 
enthusiasm for Blue Collar. There was 
a complete absence of the kind of 
discussions and debates that erupted 
when Roots was shown on TV. 

Schrader's one-sided portrayal of the 
workers in Blue Collar and his anti
union bias inevitably rob this film of 
much of its vitality, despite strong 
performances by Pryor, Kotto, and 
Keitel and some accurate glimpses of 
what everyday life for auto workers is 
like. 

Even with these many weaknesses, 
Blue Collar is a clear departure from 
Hollywood's usual trivialization of 
working-class life. But the film re
mains basically flawed by Schrader's 
'one-dimensional portrayal of his char
acters and their aspirations for a better 
future. -Terry Bell 

Terry Bell is a member of United 
Automobile Workers of America 
Local 51 in Detroit. 

... Dallas 
Continued from page 13 
extension of its 1979 ratification dead
line. White is also campaigning to 
overturn the Bakke decision and for 
full abortion rights. 

When the Texas Fifth Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that the Dallas Inde
pendent School District had to desegre
gate its schools, White greeted the 
decision as a "victory for the Black 
and Chicano communities." 

"The only practical solution to to
day's segregated schools is busing," he 
said. "Only when both white students 
and Black and Chicano students are 
bused to each others' schools will the 
school board be forced to equalize edu-
cation." · 

... RSB 
Continued from page 21 
forces on Chicago's Southwest Side. 

Having no confidence that white 
students can be won to oppose racism, 
the RSB bends to reactionary preju
dices. For them, struggles by Blacks to 
overcome discrimination become at 
best a diversion from the "real" strug
gle. In practice, the RSB's position has 
consistently placed them on the same 
side of the street as white, racist forces. 

The RSB tries to make it sound as if 
building the anti-Bakke struggle 
around the demand, "end capitalism" 
will make the movement "more radi
cal." But this demand is designed to 
duck the concrete struggle against 
racism. Ignoring this issue in favor of 
an abstract call to "end capitalism" is 
a retreat from revolutionary politics. 

The RSB, in the Young Communist, 
charges that the YSA doesn't explain 
that the capitalist system is to blame 
for Bakke. 

This is a lie. 
The YSA has explained many 

... Reid 
Continued from page 6 
powerful and united. To defeat them 
we must mobilize the power of women 
and our allies, especially in the Black 
and labor movements, into a united 
force, so powerful that our just de
mands cannot be ignored. 

Our movement must be inclusive of 
all who support equality for women 
and all in the movement must be 
equal-there can be no second-class 
feminists. 

Every effort must be bent to unite all 
supporters of the ERA in a massive 
campaign to gain the victory that is 
within our grasp. 

In sisterhood, 
Willie Mae Reid 

times in speeches, leaflets, and in our 
newspaper, the Young Socialist, that 
racism is a basic feature of capitalism. 
Furthermore, we are active in the 
struggle against racism, a central com
ponent of the fight against the capital
ist system itself. 

The Young Communist article 
claims, "The YSA champions itself as 
a leader of the struggle against na
tional oppression, but in fact only 
serves to prolong it." 

Look who's talking. 
In Boston, the YSA fought for the 

right of Black students to attend any 
school they chose. 

The RSB was on the other side, 
trying to stop "forced busing." 

Like it or not, the RSB leadership, by 
their opposition to concrete struggles 
for Black rights, are objectively aiding 
capitalism's efforts to keep the work
ing class divided. And an organization 
that does that has no business calling 
itself socialist, communist, or revolu
tionary. 

.... -----------Prepublication Discount--

OUT 

Out Now! A Participant's Account of the American Movement 
Against the Vietnam War by Fred Halstead. 

Buy now and save $2.25 from the regular price of $8.95! A Monad 
Press book, 850 pages, 32 pages of photos. Your copy will be mailed to 
you as soon as it comes off the press in early August. 

Enclose $6.70 plus $.50 for postage and handling with this coupon 
and mail to: Pathfinder Press, 410 West Street, New York, New York 
10014. Or inquire at a bookstore listed on page 31. 

Name 

Address 

; City/State/Zip 

23 


	Pages from MIL4223.pdf
	Pages from MIL4223-2.pdf



