
Page 16, WORKERS VIEWPOINT, Marr:h 1, 1979 

Continued from page 1 
r:i¡;ht lo hold lhc bcttcr paid, "main
,:tcam" jobs. 

Dcfending thcsc gains will be dec
is i:10 in building the working womcn 's 
1111.>vcincnt. 

Deepening Economic and Political 
Crisis Underlies Stability Of 

40's & SO's 
Prior to World War ll , therc was no 

tradition of womcn in hcavy industry 
it was "normal" for the,n to be com
pletcly shut out. World War _ Il, when 
womcn ílockcd i,ito l1eavv industry to 
rcµlace men sent to the front orto sup
port the war cffort , was an unusual 
time. Imrnediately after the war ended 
women wcre either d riven from their 
indust rial jobs or left vo luntarily for the 
home. U.S. impcrialism emerged out of 
tt,e war as the to ¡J politícal, economic 
ami military powcr in tlle world. This 
was the basis for the relative "stabilty" 
of the SO's and carly 60's. 

But undcrlying the <lominant 
"o r<lcr", thc cco nomic and political 
contra<lictions within U.S. impcrialism 

_ wcre building. Si11ce World War II , six 
cconomic crises have rattlcd thc founda
tion of monopoly capitalism, with a 
scventil about to hit soon. With each 

crisis , more ancl more wornen were 
forced, out of cconomic neccessity, to 
leave thc home and cnter the labor 
force , getting jobs in garment, textile, 
clectronics and other light ind ustry , as 
well as thc clerical and health ficlds. 
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Celebrale lnlernalional Working 
Wornen's Day 1979! 

Women Working To Supµort 
Families Perrnanent Feature 

Of Monopoly Capitalism Toda y 
In the drive to fight discrimination 

and get out of these low ¡:>aying jobs, 
others began the long and difficu lt 
battle to break into the higher-paying, 
better-benefit jobs in heavy industry. 
These heroic forerunners filed suits 
and took whatever individual actions 
they could trying to crack thc discrim
ination barriers in industries like sttel, 
construction and auto. 

Feminist Movement of the 60's: 
Shock Troo ps for Women 's 

Emancipation 
Then in the late 60's the political 

stability of monopoly capitalism began 
to shatter as the people of Southeast 
Asia showed that U.S. imperialism was 

a paper tiger. The anti-war movement, 
the rebellion of the Afro-American 
peo ple and · other oppressed nation
alities , the student and feminist move
ments all awakened and inspired the 
masses of U.S. women. The feminist 
movement in particular, mainly students 
and petty-bourgeoisie, were shock troops 
of the developi.11g women's movement 
electrifying the consciousness of women 
ali over the country and pointing the 
way of militant struggle._ 

The isolated, scattered struggles of 
working women were raised to the 
broader struggle · to end all women 's 
oppression. The most advanced gains for 
women that were seized in the mass up
surges of the 60's and 70's were the jobs 
won for working women in steel, auto, 
chemical and other heavy industries. 
And as the spontaneous women's up
surge died down and the feminist move
ment degenerated into bourgeois fe rni
nisn1 and gay rights , these gains sur
vived, pushing the struggle of working 

,.women to move to a higher level. 

Trade Union Organization 
Strengthens Women's Movement 
While Petty-Bourgeois Feminists 

Sharpen Limitations of lt 
What distinguished the stable and 

determined strength of the working 
women's movement from the loose
ness, vacillation and instability of the 
petty-bourgeois feminist movement is 
organization. By breaking into the main
stream of the trade union movement, 
the highly discipline, socialized cen ters 
of large-scale production, working 
women gained an important weapon-
strong organization. And the petty
bourgeois women's movement, with its 
individualistic outlook, with many get
ting into handicraft way of life (individ
ualized mode of production), couldn't 
help but scatter. 

Take Part in Soc4tl Production, 
Only Path to Emancipation 
Gettin5 into better paying, more 

organized mainstream jobs have loosened 
the bonds of domestic drudgery on 
working women and pointed the way 
for those in clerical and light industry 
jobs. Liberated from so,ne of the chains 
of domestic work which narrows con
sciousness, workin5 wornen 's scope 
has been broadened by the experience of 
modern, large-scale industry. Lenin 
summed up: 

The emancipation of women will 
only be possiole when women can 
take part in production 011 a large, 
social seale, antl domestic work no 
longer claims anything but an in
si~nificant amount of her time. 
And only now has that become 
possible through mo<lem large
scale in<lustry which does not 
merely permit of thc emiJloyment 
of female labor over a wide range, 
but positively deman<ls it, while it 
also tends towarcis ending prívate 

<lomestic labor by changing it more 
and more into a public industry. 
(The WomanQuestion) 

Today, with tb-é U.S. economy in a 
state of permanent crisis, the bourgeoisie 
is forced to take back the gains of the 
60's and 70's. They have to attack the 
standard of living and jobs of all work
ers, especially women and oppressed 
nationalities. But o ver the past few years, 
working women have had a chance to 
builcl up a militant tradition ancl pres
ence in heavy industry --- they're deter
mined to keep their jobs and willing to 
fight tooth and · nail for them. 

fetuses in pregnant wornen, American 
~yanamid ro·rced- five women chemical 
workers to be sterilized or lose their 
jobs, But at another Cyanamid plant, 
women workers showed the way to beat 
these attacks. They organized and united 
with men workers who also face the same 
health and safety dangers. Together the 
workers forcect· the éompany to back off 
on their 'sterilize-or-out ' threat. 

The fight of women to maintain 
and move bey ond the inroads they've 
already made in heavy industry is the 
fight for women's equality in the con
Erete! That's why ali women uniting to 
beat back these attacks should be in the 
forefront of women's fight for equal 
rights. Also, women's gains in breaking 
into the better paying jobs has given in
spiration to their sisters in the more 
marginal and clerical industries to. spur 
organizing and mise their standard s. 
Especially in recent years, there have 
been more pockets of organizing among 
office workers. Clerical workers de
manding decent wages, benefits and 
against harassment by their bosses are 
organizing into groups and unions like 
the Office and Professional Employees 
International Union (OPEIU). Domes
tics too are seeing slaving in the home 
doesn't mean they have to be chained 
to poverty level wages with no benefits. 
So the fight to defend these most ad
vanced gains for women from the up
surge of the 60's ang 70's is a most 
important fight for equal rights for wo
meu now. It facilitates raising the 
standards . for all women in the marginal 
and light industries as weU as clerical 
workers and women on w'elf are . And 
can be a tremendous step towards 
unifying and rasing ,the level of the 
women's movement ás a whole. 

and lost momentum. Their main issues, 
the ERA, reproductive rights, and les
bian rights, are no longer the focal 
points. Feeling the crisis in their own 
declining standard of living, the petty 
bourgeois feminists must respond. So 
lately they have been talking about 
working wor11.en in trade unions, about 
getting working and welfare women into 
the national budget, and of getting be
hind the growi.ng mass sentiments for 
increasing -the welfare grant. The New _ 
York City chapter of NOW (National 
Organization of Women), the largest in 
the organization,-recently went down to 
the docks with picket signs to support 
the women who went there to apply for 
openin¿s for jobs as longshore-women. 
Ti1e title of the Int~rnat ional Women 's 
Day event this year , is "Celebrating 
Working Women". 

The main contribution the petty 
bourgeois feminists have made is that 
they have fought against women 's op
pression in a more organized way, put
ting the struggle against women 's bp
pression as a mass movement in the 
forefro.nt. Now, working and poo r 
women are more co.nscious of their fight 
as women and of the comn1on bond 
among working and poor women, and 
wómen of national minorities. 

Poor and Working Wornen's 
Demands Go Way Beyond 

The ERA 
The rising demand for. equal rights 

for women is clearly seen in the mass 

motion for the ERA. Since the Houston 
Conference, a.nd the UN's International 
Year of Women; thousands of women 
have been swept into the momentum, 
demanding women 's equal rights. The 
essence of the grassroots motion is 
genuine demands against women's 
oppression. These are genuine senti
ments that all working men and women 

must unite with. 
While the ERA has rallied thou

sands of mostly petty bourgeois women 
with trade union superstructure support 
on a national leve!, the essence of the 

_ demands of working and poor women 
goes way ~beyond the ERA. The con
crete demands for better paying stable 
jobs, for cducation, equál pay for equal 
work, for daycare and against forced 
sterilization will have more far reaching 
effects to better women than· the ERA, 
which is still a general empty statement, 
a piece of paper. When joining in the 
ERA mo tion, we must raise our con
crete positive program for women. 
When we talk to women we must do 
propaganda ar_ound the fact that the 
ERA will promise us nothing, that cap
italism will never consistently uphold 
women 's rights. 

With the gra nting of an extension 
to June 30, 1982, the ERA issue has 
cooled off quickly, even for the petty 
bourgeois ferninists. That's three more 
years of only fighting i11 . the Congress 
and lobbying. NOW has set up an ERA 

Continued on page .18 

Resurgence of the Welfare Rights Movement Beginning 

In steel, the Weber case threatens 
to demolish industry training programs 
which have given thousands of women 
a chance to become machine operators, 
laborers and apprentices. In addition 

As the bourgeoisie comes clown with 
their attacks women workers will fight 
to defend' their l;íard-earned jobs and the 
place they've won in the U.S. labor 

to their day-to-day fight for company- / moverrient. The fight against the in-
A powerful welfa re i-ights rnove-

mcnt developecl in the '60s, iníluenced Welfare Recipients Face 
by the momen tum from the Afro-Amer- Rising Cuts 
ican national movement. Under the There hasn't been an incrcase in 
National Welfare Rights Organization the welfare grant in New York City/ 
(NWRO), welfare recipients fought for síncc 1974, while the welfare grant óf 
ancl won some of thefr basic needs- rent, $258 for a family of four coveting 
utilities, clo t)üng and foo<l. Fearful of everything except rent has been drastic
the movement this orga nization re pre- ally eroded by inflation. In I Q:79, wel
sented, the bourgeoisie bought off rnany fare recipients get only half óf what is 
of the grassroot leaders to disintegrate needed to cover food, rt?-i1t, clothes, 
it. The NWRO eventually broke down utilities, and other nec~ssities. There 
into regional units, dissipating its stren- are over 860,000 childrefi on welfare in 
gth as a national organization. But single · N~w York State alone. These children 
mothers, men, and families on welfare are going hungry and cold. 
have continued the struggle aro und The tragedy of/ the 18 111011th old 
welfare rights. For rhe first time in baby who froze to -death in New York 
severa! years, welfare rights organiza- City last mont~ is not an isolated inci
tions are joining together in New York dent. Many cl-rildren and the elderly are 
for a state-wide demonstration at the freezing to d:eath because landlords will 
capital in Albany on March 14. They - not provide heat. But the welfare grants 
are clemanding an increase in the wel- don't stre't°ch far enough to cover utili
fare grant, an end to utility shut-offs, ty bill~/ so utility companies just shut 
and no more harassments. off the'. heat. 

; 

Daily harassment by the welfa re 
dep¡utment is another burning issue 
for'recipients. First they make it almost 
inÍpossible for you to get on welfare. 
The application form is a complicated 
11 pages long. If you do get on welfare, 
you are called down every few months 
to recheck your eligibility. If you don't 
show up, welfare will just cut you off. 
Ofteu, even if you do go in for your 
appointment , they will cut you off 
anyway. This is what happened to Ana, 
a middle-aged Puerto Rican mother 
disabled by a chronic lung disease, "I 
went in for my appointment. I did 
everything r was supposed to do. But 
they cut me and my so n off anyway . 
Even though they admit it is their mis
take, I have to fight like hell to get them 
to sta rt sending us o ur checks again." 

This kind of harassment is being 
laid down on a policy leve!. In New 
York City, Mayor Koch hired Blanche 
Bernstei.n , a racist economist , specifical-

ly to reduce the welfare budget after she 
conducted a state-wide study on how to 
cut clown the welfare rolls. First she 
tried denying even eligible applicants. 
At one point last year, more than 500,.{i 
of ali applicants deniecl were later found 
to be eligible. When this was ·exposed, 
more and more people found them
selves being kicked off "by mistake" 
like Ana. Bernstein is trying to reduce 
the budget by denying and kicking 
people off of welfare. The welfare bud
get has increased over the last few 
years, but the welfare rolls háve actua1ly 

· gone down. Clearly, the increased mon
ey is going to support a more compli
cated and expensive bureaucracy, rather 
than raising the standard of benefits 
for welfare recipients. 

Harassment Escalated to 
Phy.sical Brutality 

Harassment has escalated to out
Continued on page 22 

- paid childcare, maternity leave, bettey' creased attacks will raise the struggle 
wash-house conditions, against the com- and consciousness of working women to 
pany policy of setting up ,wofl)en to be a higher level. And through the course 
fired while still on pro!Sation ;(battles of the fight, .women and men workers 
wnich have benefitted men workers, will forge_ stronger unity and respect for 
too), women steelworkers are taking up each other as brothers and sisters of the 
the Weber case. They know that what's 
at stake is-their right to work in steel at 
ali.. 

In the auto plants, the struggles a
gainst layoffs have always been impor
tant for working women, and especially 
now with the bosses stepped-up attacks. 

Last hired , women autoworkers are at . 
the bottom of the seniority lists along 
with oppressed nationalities. So when 
times are hard, they're the first fired, and 
with the overall capitalist crisis, the 
trend will be towards more women being 
laid off for good. 

. Women in the chernical industry 
have had sorne success breaking in, but 
staying healthy and alive is another 
story. Saying that certain chemicals used 
in sorne departménts caused deformed 

same class family-the multinational U.S. 
.proletariat! The experience will help 
women · workers to see the need to 
smash the double yoke of capitalist and 
domestic slavery that oppresses them, 
providing good conditions to win these 
vanguard women fighters to communism. 

Petty Bourgeois Feminist 
Leadership Sputters 

Today's permanent economic crisis 
affects all classes, including the petty 
bourgeoisie. Working women are taking 
the brunt of the attacks and ar~ fighting 
back in growing numbers. With the rise 
of the spontaneous struggles of women 
in the trade unions and on welfare break-
ing out more and more, the petty bour
geois feminists' leadership has sputtered 
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WOMEN/ 
Continued from page 17 

ratification committee devoted solely 
to lobbying and letter writing to their 
local politicians. 

To fight for the ERA alone strait
j,,.Gket·s and narrows the struggle to only 
lobbying and petitioning Congress, pin
ning our hopes on a constitutional 
amendment. This has sidetracked many 
women from taking up the real pressing 
demands. Our concrete demands will 
build a fighting basis of unity for the 
women's movement. Most importantly, 
these demands rally and organize the 
wo rking women's struggle and raise 
them to the forefront of the women's 
movement. 

Sometimes they will fight very mili
tantly and attack the bourgeoisie. But 
not tied to production, they lack tight 
organization and a protracted outlook. 
However, among this strata, ideas are 
very fluid , changing rapidly in a short 
time. So they are open to many ideas, 
especially in times of difficulty when 
,they too feel the effocts of the econo
mic crisis more and more. So working 
class women must have their own in
dependent line and organization in 
order to provide leadership in the 
women's movement, including the petty 
bourgeois feminist forces, in order to 
strengthen the fight against capitalism. 
By providing staunch leadership, some 
of the feminist forces can be won over 
though they themselves cannot sustain 
a movement. 

Bourgeoisie Tries to Sidetrack 
Resistance 

So why did Carter, representative 
of the U.S. bourgeoisie, support the 
ERA all along? Because he desperately 
needs the ERA. It is about the only 
issue he has left to shore up his rapidly 
crumbling image, and for the bour
geoisie the price is cheap. As one 
welfare mother pointed out; "Sure he 
will push the ERA, cause it don't cost 
him one cent!" He got the loudest 
applause at his midterm State of the 
Union address for supporting this 
amendment. While cheerleading for the 
ERA, he hasn't supported the desperate 
need for an increase in the welfare 
grant. In fact, he has cut $20 billion in 
food stamps, WIC- child nutrition, and 
the milk program, taking the food right 
out of our hungry children's mouths. 
And under Carter's administration has 
come the Bakke decision which is a 
rallying point for attacking gains and 
special programs fought for by women 
and minorities. 

Bureaucrats and Misleaders 
Slip And Slide 

The trade union bureaucrats, after 
giving in to the defeat of the Labor Law 
Reform Bill without mobilizing the rank 
and file for it , made the ratification of 
the ERA their number one national 
issue. They've become another cheer
leader for the ERA, while in most trade 
unions women have to force the bu
reaucrats to take up the real fight for 
women's concrete demands against the 
cutbacks in heavy industry, for daycare, 
for maternity benefits, etc. 

But · since the main issues of the 
petty bourgeois feminists are being 

pushed into the background by the 
growing working .class women's move
ment, the bourgeoisie and their mis
leaders are wracking their brains for new 
issues to sidetrack the rising resistance. 
Objectively the firing of Bella Abzug 
by the White House only helped to 
promote her misleadersi1ip in the 
women's movement. Bella Abzug has to 
keep up her image by corning out 
against Carter's budget. Her effective
ness as a misleader would be destroyed 
if she didn't appear as a friend of 
women's rights. In this time of perma
nent economic crisis, the capitalists 
are forced to cut back. At the same time, 
they know that the masses will resist, 
so it is important for them to keep this 
resistance stuck along the reformist 

I 

road and away fro m militant struggles 
and revolutionary ideas. So they try to 
present the question of leadership as 
one between Carter and Abzug, or 
Carter and Costanza. This is an attempt 
to keep the masses within a bourgeois 
box of bourgeois choices. They are 
trying to build up· mass motion and 
draw women into fighting on the issue 
of Abzug's firing. 

One sucker who swallowed the bait 
is the revisionist Communist Party 

- (Marxist-Leninist). These so-called com
munists say, 

But the real story goes deeper than 
simply the chauvinist attitudes of 
the administration. A deep rift is 
developing within the ruling class, 
and significantly within the Demo
cratic Party, over economic matters. 
The rift between the Kennedy lib
erals and Carter's faction has grown 
in recent months since their open 
falling out over the question of 
a national health plan ... This 
falling-out has exposed 9nce more 
Carter's offensive against the rights 
and living standards of the people 
and especially against women and 
minorities. ( Call, January 29, 1979) 

Blinded by their own illusions in 
bourgeois democracy, they think that 
Kennedy, the liberal, would' be indig
nant at Carter's cuts in the budget. 
Carter's image has gotten so exposed 
that bourgeoisie like Kennedy, to look 
good, have been forced to come out 
against Carter's budget. Without "lib
erals" like Kennedy who pose as the 
people's friend, the capitalists' state 
would stand totally naked. The CP(ML) 
once again covers up the dual tactics of 
the bourgeoisie, which serve to keep the 
masses' faith in their so-called democ
racy. 

They even go so far as to conclude, 
"It also shows the futility of the liberal 
schemes during these times of crisis." 
Outside of being a little "vague," like 
the revisionists, this implies that the 
bourgeoisie will no longer use liberal 
schemes for pacification. This is the 
most dangerous and incorrect view. As 
we said in the last issue on Ford Foun
dation's appointment of Franklin 
Thomas, the bourgeoisie is forced to 
push reforms to a higher level. This 
means that "They cannot spend the 
hundreds of millions to co-opt the 
movement and create a strata of poverty 
pimps as they did ten years ago. They 
are forced to seek ways to split up and 
divide the working class and the oppres-

sed nationalities through sham schemes 
like the Boston forced busing plan." 
(WVO, Feb. 15, 1979) 

The latest step in the creation of 
a "safety valve" for the anger of the 
masses of women is in the formation 
of the Progressive Alliance, made up of 
people like Doug Fraser, Vernon Jordan, 
and Bella herself. "Safety valves" and 
reforms are still the main form of rule 
by the bourgeoisie to keep the lid on 
the masses' anger and resistance. · 

Capitalism Digs Its Own Grave 
The present economic crisis al}d 

the rise of working women's struggles 
has brought the issues of working 
women to the forefront of the women's 
movement. Petty bourgeois feminists 
have had to address them like NOW's 
latest International Women's Day
"Celebrating Working Women." Mean
while the bourgeoisie is scrambling 
about seeking new ways to keep these 
struggles bottled up. The "woman in 

the home" has become an economic 
impossibility, even for many of the 
petty bourgeoisie. The old bourgeois 
line on the role and values of the family 
have been cast asunder. The old roles 
are no more. 

This year's International Working 
Women's Day has particular significance 
in light of the party's campaign to 
"Study, Propagandize, and Organize!" 
Now is the time to dig deep into the 
women's movement, sum up the lessons, 
size up the political situation, and 
sharpen the lines. 

This year's International Working 
Women's Day has particular significanc.e 
in light of the party' s campaign to 
"Study, Propagandize, and Organize!" 
Now is the time {or ail comrades to dig 
deep into the women's movement, sum 
up the lessons, size up the political situ
ation, and sharpen the lines. 

The great disorder nationally and 
internationally means that people's 
minds are wide open to socialism. 
Active women are seeking a way out. 
But class consciousness cannot develop 
on its own. Only communist propa
ganda and organization can give the 
systematic understanding and solution. 
Raising the political consciousness of 
the women's movement and fighting for 
concrete demands will raise the politi
cal level and the standard of living of 
women and push forward the struggle 
of the entire working class. • 
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