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Afghanistan invasion is costirig Soviets 
, - - (Continuedfrompage I) . 

5 YEARS 
OF SOVIE·T
AGGRESSION 

Afhganistan was the first time 
Soviet troops have been used so 
bla1antly to attack a country outside 
lhe Soviet bloc. lt marks a new 
stage in the USSR's camptign toex
pand its global empire, but ttie 
campaign bas been in full gear since 
the .intervention in Angola in 1975. 

As in A!gbanfstan, these earlier 
crimes have been advertised by 
1be u~ and its apologist;s- as 
revolutiaoa.ry acts in defense of 
progress and freedcm. And as 
in Afghanistan, they bavebeencbar
acterized in reality by subversion 
and the brutal use d. military force-. 

1975: U$R and US split liberatioo 
movements in Angola, causing civil 
v.ar. USSR sends in 20,000 Cuban 
troops, enabling MPLA to win. 5 
years later, 20,000 Cuban troops 
remain, along with tens c1 thousands 
of Cuban, Eastern European, and 
Russian "advisers." 
1975: 40,000 Vietnamese troops stay 
in Laos, altbough US JX.lppets have 
given up struggle to crush Laotian 
revolution. Still there tcday. 
1976: Pro-8oviet military officers 
and Moscow-line CODJ.Dlunist Part;y 
stage unsuccessful eoup in Sudan. 
By 1.977 all Soviet advisors are 
expelled. 
1977: .Kamgan mercenaries, af~.r 
fighting for Portugese colonialists 
for 15 years 1DUe sudden. unpre
cedented cooversion to 1:be cause d. 
revolution and socialism--soviet
scyle--and iDVade oe~ zaue 
from Angola. Beaten back. 
1977: Shoot-out in Dergue, ruling 
cOWlCil c1 fascist regime in Ethi
q;>ia. Winner asks for more help 
Cram "brother socialist countries.'' 
u~ aband.cms ~5 ~ ally Somalia 
and support far liberatim struggle 
ci Eritrea, occupied by Ethiopia. 
Eritreans demoted from "revolu
tionaries" to "feudal reactiOnar
ies" in Soviet press. 
1978: Heavy fighting in Oga.den be
tween Somalia and Cubans. Major 

Ethiopian offensive planned, armed 
am supplied by US-SR into liberated 
Eritrea. Fighting continues today. 
1978: South Yemen, used by U$R 
as naval and air base, moves t.oward 
reconciliation witb neutral North 
Yemen against Kremlin wishes. 
President of North Yemen dies in 
tomb explosion. President .J. South 
Yemen executed in coup two days 
kiter. South moves closer to USSR. 
1978: Prime Minister Daud of Af-

ghanis1an executed as pro-soviet 
coup sets up a "socialist" Taraki 
regime. 
1978: zaire again invaded by 
c uban-trained-and-armed Katang
ans t>a.sea inAngola. Anotnertauure 
to overthrow zaire govermnent. 

1978: Viet Nam signs "peace and 
friendship" treaty witb u~. am 
drives out ethnic Chinese and oth
er boat people. Vietnamese mili-
1ary launches series of border at-
1acks against China am Kampuchea 
(Cambodia). 
1979: Massive Vietnamese invasion 
d Kampuchea kills countless men, 
\\Omen and children. Viet Nam and 
U~ claim it is a revolution made 
by Kampucheans and ins1all puppet 
regime. over 150,000 Vietnamese 
troops remain. 

Moscow dedded Amin had to go, 
and an even more pliable puppet re
placed him. Around Christmas, an 
airlift poured thousands of troops into 
Kabul, tbe capital city. Ori December 
27 they overthrew the govermnent, kil
ling Amin in a four hour pitched battle. 

After es.tablishing control cithe city, 
troops and armor poured out into the 
countryside. At the same time, mech
anized ground divisions plungedacross 
Afghanistan's northern· border. _ They 
caine down the two main highways which 
meet in Kabul, forming a circle inside 
the country. This huge pincer move
ment took Afghanistan's key cities, 
roads and countryside, and began an 
offensive against the guerrilla forces. 

open. Their policy was to have the 
Afghan Arm,y bear most of the ground 
fighting. In many places this proved 
impossible. Nearly half the 80,000-
man Afghan army had deserted. 

In one dramatic incident at the town 
of Bala Zbar January 1, the entire 
26th iar3.chute regiment rose up when 
tbe Soviets ordered them to disarm. 
The Soviets captured or killed 700 
after a bitter fight. 

OCCUPATION 

clamations are made for him, relayed 
through Moscow. 

A New York Times reporrer who 
sought out Karmal's goverrunent of
ficia~ found tbey had little to do but 
show him how the remote control 
switch worked on the color television 
in the police commission office. Dur
ing this laborious task, not one of the 
six i:ilones in the office rang. Mean
while, downstairs, the Soviet section 
c1 the govermnent building was bustling 
with activity. The Karmal goverrunent 
shows no signs of actually functioning, 
was the r~porter' s summation. 

By mid-January, over 4,000 Soviet 
administrators bad been flown in to 
reorganize and run the goverrunent. 

The massive Soviet invasion and oc
cupation only intensified patriotic Af-

(Continued on page 19) 

Wearing uniform fur hats and belted greatcoats, Soviet soldiers wait alongside main highway to Jalabad, Afghanistan. 

By early February, the Soviets had 
110,000 troops in Afghanistan, guarding 
key outposts and trying to keeptbe roads 

The Soviets quickly took over all 
aspects of running Afghanistan. Sev
eral days after the coup they imported 
a new Afghan president who had been 
living in Czechoslovakia. The presi
dent, Babrak-Karmal, stays under Soviet 
guard just outside of the capital. Pro-

-

SOVIET PUPPETS, NOT REBELS 
AR·E AFGHAN REACTIONARIES 

Afghan rebels, Fall 1979. Dave Kline photo 

How do you justlrynakedaggression'? 
In the case r1 Afghanistan, the Soviets 

along with a handful of apologists in 
the U.S. simply stand reality on its 
head. The invasion, tbey claim, was 
to defeoo a progressive people's gov
errunent from feudal reactionaries and 
foreign µrt.erference. This is prac
tically a case study in the Big Lie 
technique. 

The regime the Soviets moved in to 
salvage took power in a military coup 
in April of 1978. It consisted solely 
of the People's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan, a ~mallfacti.on-riddenor
ganization of a few thousand urban in
tellectuals who appointed tbemselves 
the leaders m·ttie "Afghan revolution." 
The PDPA had no roots in the country
side, where 13.5 million ofthe country's 
15.5 million people live. 

WHAT REFORM,3? 

. The regime, headed by Nur Mo
hammed Taraki, announced an elab
orate program of social reforms de-

. signed to strengthen its hold on the 
population. Among its promises were 
land reform, a literacy campaign and 
an end to the dowery system which 

· is the backbone of arranged marriage. 
The land reform campaign lasted 8 

months and, while it did break up 
some large estates, affected only 43 
of the nation's farmland. In some 
instances farp.ilies were forced to settle 
on land the govermnent had assigned 
them hundreds of miles from their home 

(Continued on page 19) 



O,L YMPIC BOYCOTT 
NECESSARY, BUT 
WHAT A SHAME· 

The Olympic Games, long the ul
timate competition that nearly every 
athlete dreams of ente.Ping, are in 
serious jeopardy. They may even be 
kaput. And for what? 

Because of the Soviet Union's bel
ligerent attack· on Afghanistan? 
Because Jimmy Carter is determined 
to show his new tough stance against 
the Soviets by sticking it to 1he Mos
cow Games? Because the noble ideal 
ri friendly international competition 
in sports is being replaced by dirty 
political rivalry? 

It may be a little of each, it seems. 
Indeed, there's more to this story 
than a swnmer without Kurt Thomas~ 
Nelli Kim and Sebastien Coe. 

International support for a boycott 
ri 1he Moscow Games to ~sh the 
Soviets for their invasion of Afghan-

istan has grown. The US is one of 
many countries endorsing it, including 
England, Kenya, China, Japm and the 
Islamic Conference. Such a wide
spread boycott would be a serious 
political blow to the Soviets--and a 
victory in 1he People's Struggle col
wnn, if you're keeping score. 

But at present, the International 
Olympic Committee hasrejectedpro- ' 
posals to either move or postpone 1he 
summer games. Whe1her 1here will 
be a boycott--and of what sort--any
way remains to be seen. 

Not surprisingly, it was theUSSR's 
superpower arch-enemy, the US, who 
initiated the boycott, witll a resounding 
380-12 vote in Congress.Siortl1mil
itary confrontation, it was seen as 1he 
"baddest" thing the US can do to the 
Soviets. ' 

AFGHANISTAN 
COSTING USSR 
ghans' resolve to fight. Guerrilla 

fighting stepped up in early February, 
IBrticularly in the northeastern pro
vinces. In recent weeks even Pravda 
has reported increased strikes against 
Soviet outposts, destruction of bridges 
and blocking of. roads. 

AFGHAN 
SOCIALISM? 

(Continuedfrompage 10) 
villages. Nor did the program break 
the chain of debt to money-lenders 
and offer a substitute way to organize 
the rural economy. · 

Large landowners naturally felt 
threatened by 1he program. On the 
other hand, it offered the peasants 
nothing to rally around, IBrticularly 
since they weren•t mobilized by the 
urban PPDA cadre who bureaucrat
ically instituted what little actual land 
reform there was from above. 

THE REAL·FOREIGNINTERFERENCE 

Other forms proved limited and 
top-down in character or were non
existent. They were accompanied by 
outright attack~ on the people's Islamic 
faith. Youths' with traditional Moslem 
mmes were told to change 1hem. The 
old flag with its Islamic green was 
replaced by an all red flag to sym
bolize a so-called socialism the people 
neither understood nor supported. The 
nation's main religious leader, Mu
hammed Ibrahim, was jailed along with 
many o1hers. 

Galling, too, for the fiercely inde
pendent Afghanis , was the unmistake
able hand of the u~ behind the regime. 
1he PDPA's power rested on Soviet 
bayonets. The Ariny was equipped 
with 700 T-62 tmks, 60 MiG-21 fight
er bombers and similar hardware. 
Soviet "advisors" commanded the Ar
my down to the company level. 

A French journalist symIBthetic to 
1he regime reported, ''Soviet experts, 
who are numerous in the mines, health 
and agriculture ministries in par
ticular, directly influence political, 
social and ec.onomic options."· 

THE REBELS 

What ~d resistance to 1he PDPA 

(Continued from page 10) 

Several of the guerrilla groups final -
ly moved to form a common front in 
mid-January. Their biggest problem 
is lack of equipment. A leader in 
the Hazara region, for example, ex
plained that only half his 24,000 figh
ters have guns. And 1he guns are 

_into full-fledged national rebellion was 
savage government repression. Urban 
opposition- leaders were jliled, tor
tured and killed. Whole villages were 
destroyed for suspected opposition to 
government policies, like the town of 
Kerala where troops commanded by a 
Soviet officer rounded up over 1,000 
men and machine-gunned them down, 
then plowed them under wi1h bµJldozers. 

The rebel groups, most of 1hem led 
by traditional tribal chiefs, grew rap
idly and took control of more and more 
of the countryside. Large scale up
risings and desertions shooktheArmy. 
The crisis deepened divisions inside 1he 
PDP A. Taraki returned from a trip 
to the USSR and tried to do in his 
number two man, Hafizullah Amin. 
Amin drew first and became 1he new 
Prime Minister • . 

It didn't help. By December, 1he 
government had virtually no support-
at least inside Afghanistan. Its pol
icies and loyalty to foreign masters 
had aliemted all sections of the people 
and driven them into rebellion or flight 
to Pakistan. 

WHAT'S REALLY PROGRE~VE? 

The scenario the Soviets try to IBint 
has a very familiar ring. It is exactly 
how Henry Kissinger andcompanyused 
to portray the Shah of Iran, as an 
enlightened reformer whose "White 
Revolution" intrqduced land reform, 
increased literacy and liberated wQ
men. His opponents were slandered 
as feudal religious fanatics paid by 
Mosc·ow and followed blindly by the 
more. ignorant sections of 1he pop
ulation. 

It was a lie in Iran and it is a lie 
in Afghanistan. Phony reforms and 
real repression by foreign-backed dic
tators cannot be called progressive. 
The people rising up and taking up 
arms against oppression and fo.>;eign 
domination--that's progressive! 
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There is no doubt that Moscow has 
high stakes on thesegames--justlook 
in "The Book of the Party Activist, 
1980," the Kremlin's very own golden 
rules--

''The decision tograntthehonorary 
right of holding the Olympic Games in 
the capital city of the world's first 
socialist st.ate is convincing evidence 
of the general recognition of the his
toric importance and correctness of 
the foreign policy course of. our 
country." 

Such fanatical nationalism reminds 
us of the Berlin Games in 1936. The 
Nazis were intent on using the games 
as a showpiece for their country, to 
prove to the world how prosperous 
and happy the Germans were, and to 
act as if Germany were a respected 
member of the international commun
ity. Today, the Russians also want to 
use the games to show the world what 
a shining model of social progress 
they are. They especially want ihis 
message to reach 1he Third World 
countries where they are out to ex
IBnd their influence. 

While the US would love to see 
the boycott happen, its own role 
in pushing it held ottier countries 

often hand-made copies of. 1880 vintage 
single shot rifles. Modern Kalash
nikov automatics captured from the 
Soviets are prized, but scarce. 

Resistance takes o1her forms as well. 
Every night at 7 o'clock, 1he 10,000 
residents of. 1he city of Herat in nor1h
west Afghanistan climb to the flat roof
tops of their homes. For two hours 
the area becomes an eerie sea of. sound 
as 10,000 voices chant"Allahakhba"-
"God is great'' --as the people affirm 

' their faith and their culture. Despite 
a curfew, this has gone on every night 
since December 28, the day a Soviet 
tank column rolled into Herat. 

Whole units of the !XlPDet Army 
deserted-,- carrytng their AK-47 rifles_.· 
Bazaars are closed as merchants and 
workers pull quick general strikes. 
And day after day, thousands make 
their way through rugged mountain 
passes to Pakistan, where 500,000 
others already sit in refugee camps. 

BEHIND THE INVASION 

The immediate reason for the Soviet 
occuIJltion was simple--the pro-Soviet 
PDP A regime was facing defeat at 1he 
hands of. the rebels and could not 
save itself. But defense of 1he Soviet 
empire was only one ingredient in 
Moscow's decision. Just for starters, 
Afghanistan is now directly in Soviet 
hands, not merely run by their sup-
porters. ~ 

In geographical terms, 1he Soviets 
have ·taken a giant step into the oil-

British steel: 
first strike 
since 1926 

Even without a strike fund, British 
steelworkers are vowing tokeeptheir 
first strike in 54 years going as long 
as it takes them to get a 203 IBY 
raise. 150,000 members of the Iron 
and Steel Trade Confederation and a 
SlllS\ller number from the National 
Union of Blastfurnacemen have been 
out since January 2nd. They want 
raises matching the 173 inflation 
rate. The British Steel Company's 
(BSC) 23 offer only made them hold 
their picket signs higher-. 

"We have been kicked badly •• .'' 
said one striker, "because we've 
been good boys in the past." This 
time the strikers are all out, some-

from pledging. their support. As 
Mexico pointed out, it is total hy
pocrisy for ttie US to call for 1he 
boycott in the name of morality, 
while if anyone wanted to use the 
Olympics to protest the presence 
ri US troops in Viet Nam during the 
'60's, the US cry was "don't mix 
politics with sports/• 

What has brought many countries 
to join 1he boycott anyway is an 
overriding fear of the dangerous
ness of the USSR. - Any boycott 
can only be effective if a large 
number of countries unite behind 
it, and if they do, we fully support 
it. 

At the same time, it's distres
sing to see the Olympics get caught 
mote and more ill the middle of 
international politics. One possibil
ity to save them would be to move 
the games to a permanent neutral 
site. Some have suggested return
ing them to ' 1heir original home-

_ Greece. 
Not a bad idea. Perhaps it would 

aiso help restore their original spir
it, too--pure competition between in
dividuals, unfettered by government 
rivalrieg. 

rich Middle East. Only a couple hundred 
miles of the Pakistan-Iran border 
region, inhabited by the Baluchi min
ority, stand between the Soviets and 
the Indian Ocean. stirring up trouble 
and rebellion among 1he Baluchis and 
then stepping in to "aid the struggle" 
would leave the Kremlin occupying a 
corridor to a warm water port, a 
long-time goal of 1he Soviet Navy. 

More important thall the geographical 
step is the political one. The swift 
and brutal invasion is intended to serve 
as a message to the other nations in 
the area that the USSR will p.irsue 
its interests ruthlessly and it would 
be wise to stay on 1he Kremlin's 
good side. · ~ -

So far, however• this policy of in
timidation has been buried under in 
a wave of. international condemnation. 
This is a hopeful sign. If enough 
lessons are drawn from the_ victimi
zation of Afghanistan and if 1hose 
lessons are acted on, the New Czars 
who r$ Rus~ia may find themselves 
in double jeopardy--unable to totally 
crush the rebellious Afgha.nisandham
pered by an alerted world community 
from engaging in further adventures 
of. the same character. 

The Revolutionary Student 
Brigade has published a 
useful Afghanistan fact 
sheet. For copies, send self
addressed envelope to 
Workers Voice. 

times going as far as 200 miles 
from their homes as "flying pickets" 
to stop foreign steel from entering 
fue country. 

They are holding out not just for 
IBY, but to stave off a jObless future. 
In December, government-owned BSC 
made the largest cuts ever in a 
rationalized industry--52,000 jobs, 
1hrowing 1/3 of BSC's workers on 
unemployment.; Areas like Wales, 
with 85,000 jobless now and 150,000 
predicted by next summer, are in 
a state of decay. 

The BSC is losing $1.76 million a 
day due to the same problems US 
steel faces: international competi- -
ti.on, faillll."e to modernize, and low
ered domestic auto and shipbuilding 
sales. BSC also has the same solu

tion as the US: close the mills. 
But whatever BSC's. problems are, 

striker George Medlock knows he has 
his own: he takes home $155 for a 
60-hour work week. And he may not 
even have a job soon. So the strike 
goes on. 
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