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THE SOVIET DRIVE 

FOR WORLD DOMINATION 

Soviet 'tanks oo maneuvers. Their new military equipment gets battle tested; 
in Southeast Asia, the Mideast, and. Africa. 

What.'s behind 
the · China-_ -.

Vietnam· clash·? 
. On February 17, 90,000 troops -of 

the Chinese People's Liberation Army 
drove across the Vietnamese border. 
Th� assault, which pushed up to 25 
miles into Vietnam's border provinces, 
was aimed at punishing Vietnam for 
its constant attacks on China's border 
and for its aggressive efforts to control 
.all of South East, Asia. Additionally, 
the Chinese military action was in
tended to demonstrate to the world 
that it is possible and necessary to 
resist the ex.(Bnsionism of the Soviet 
Union and its allies. 

The key battle of the cam.(Bign took 
place in the first week of March. The 
Vietnamese sent crack main force 
troops to defend the .contested city of 
Lang Son. After several days of com
bat, the Chinese decisively won control 
d. the town. With this powerful blow to
the Vietnamese army, China's leader
ship ordered the complete withdrawal
d. troops from Vietnam and warned·
that attacks on units pulling out would
ooly prolong the conflict.

• WHY CHINA STRUCK

The Chinese move was not much ·or
a surprise, For over a year, Vietnam
has been ehcroaching on China's south-

- . 

ern border, acting as the leading edge 
in Soviet efforts to encircle China. 

Ever since the massive Vietnamese 
invasion of Cambodia last December, 
Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping (Teng 
Hsiao Ping) and other leaders have been 
warning that Vietnam should be pun
ished for its actions. 

In early February, when Vietnam was 
pre.(Bring to legitimize its conquest 
and occupation of Cambodia by signing 
a "frjendship treaty" with the puppet 
government it had just installed, China 
made a final appeal. Vietnam, it said, 
should "stop on the precipice, retreat 
from the wrong .(Bth and not go any 
further.'' 

At that point, China launched its 
limited attack, which had three main 
objectives: 

1) It was punitive, to make it clear
to Vietnam that actions like the over
throw of Democratic Kampucliea (Cam
bodia) and raids on -China's border 
cannot be undertaken without heavy 
consequences. This was why it was 
limited in space and time, with the 
Chinese making it very clear that 
they "do not want an inch of Viet-
namese territory.'' 

2) It was aimed at confronting the
SoviefUnion, which is Vietnam's spon-

PRE-WWII ERA HOLDS 

LES$0NS FOR TODAY 

The danger of a third world war is on the rise. The USSR in its drive for 
global domination has come face to face with the rulers or the us, who are 

• scrambling to prevent the collapse of their own world-wide empire.
The Chinese Communist Party has pointed out. important similarities

between today's situation and the decade leading up to the outbreak of World
war 2. At that tiiqe Africa and Asia were controlled by Great Britain and
France. The US dominated Latin America and much of the Pacific, Germany,
Japan, and Italy were growing capi1alist powers, but could find nowhere to
expand - the world had been divided up without them getting much of the take, 
To redivide it meant war.

In· September )931, Japanese troops marched into the Chinese province o
Manchuria. To cover its seizure, Ja.(Bn set up a puppet government and
declared that Manchuria was now the independent nation of Manchukuo.
'Jallln' s troops stayed on.

Four years later, ln October, 1935, Italy invaded and occupied Ethiopia.
Linking Italy's smaller African colonies of Eritrea and Somalia, this gave
Ita)y control rA the Horn of Africa and the shortest sea route between Asia
and Europe. Although Britain and France were bound by treaty•to defend
�. they did nothing.

The USSR is on the move around the 
world. Using C,uba and more recently 
Vietnam as their hitmen, the capitalist 
rulers of the once-socialist Soviet 
Union 1 are challenging the USruling 
�lass everywbere. They are seeking to 
replace America as the dominant pow
er exploiting the wealth of other lands. 

In the last year, Vietnam invaded 
Cambodia, and Cuba aided the savage 
Ethiopian dictatorship in an all-out 
offensive against the Eritrean liber
ation struggle. Pro-Soviet elf!ments 
staged � coup in Afghanistan, Soviet
armed and Cuban-trained mercenar
ies invaded Zaire, and North and South 
Yemen plunged into a bloody border 
·war stirred up by the USSR.

Since the massive Cuban interven
tion in the Angolan civil war in 1976,
the tempo of Soviet-backed aggression
has stepped up year by year. At the
same time, the USSR has kept up its

sor, while the ink is still wet on a USSR
Vietnam treaty pledging "mutual de
fense," China wanted to strike back at 
Soviet encirclement efforts and to show 
other countries that the Soviets are not 
as powerful a backer as they seem. 

3) It aided the
- Cambodian people in

their guerrilla war
against the Vietna
mese occupation,
forcing Vietnam to 
shift troops and at
tention a way from 
Cambodia. The rainy
season; traditionally
a bad period for for-

•eign invaders, begins 
in April. 

talk of detente and world peace, and 
· continues to push for arms limitation
deals with the us.

These are the two legs of an overall
strategy the Kremlin is following. Its
goal is to get in the best possible posi
tion, politically, economically, and
Intlitarily for the final showdown with
the US--a new world war.

The Soviet Union has targeted three
critical areas to <bring.,under their in
fluence in the present period.

* Southeast Asia. The Vietnamese,
in desperate need of foreign aid and
with one of the' largest armies in the .
world, are a most valuable ally for

· the USSR. The Soviet goal is to en
circle China and isolate Japan by.
bullying Southeast Asian nations into

, the Soviet camp or at least paralysis,
• Southern Africa. Hatred for· US

.European imperialism here giv�s the
USSR the chance to pose as the rev
olutionary ally of people struggling for

Unlike Vietnam, China responded 
favorably when maey countries in the

United Nations began discussing reso
lutions calling for China to withdraw 
from Vietnam and Vietnam to withdraw 
from Cambodia. The Chinese restated 

their intention to 
withdraw, and chal
lenged Vietnam to do 
the same, saying, 
"We do not think that 
you dare.'' 

CONFLICT- GROWS 
LAST FEW YEARS 

The three issues 
that pushed the Chin
ese people past the 
breaking point were 
Vietnam's aggres
sion in Cambodia, its 
mistreatment of the 
Chinese minority in 
Vietnam, and its con-

_ stant military pres
sure against the 
Chinese border. All 
three have seriously 
escalated from 1977 
to the present. 

When fighting fir st 
broke out between 
Vietnam and Demo
cratic Kampuchea in 

Both Vietnam and 
its Soviet backers 
admitted, in deed if 
not in word, that the 
attack was limited 
and thus very differ
ent from the all-out 
Vietnamese" assault 
on Kampuchea (Cam
bodia). The Vietna
mese didn't even 
move to transfer 
main force troops 
from Laos and Cam
bodia to the border 
area until two weeks 
into the fighting -
after the total fail
ure of their border 

Top: Areas occupied during China's that year, the Kam
action. · ' puchean (Cambodian) 

' divisions to deal with 
the· Chinese. Like-

Bottoil}: Vietnam's invasion of 
Kampuchea. 

government denied 
reports that it was 

wise the Soviet Union, bound by treaty to 
defend Vietnam from attack, restricted 
itself to beefing up forces on the bor
der it sha:res with China, and swearing 
and hollering about how China was 
trying to conquer Vietnam, 

just a border conflict, 
saying the Vietnamese wanted to dom
inate their country. China immediately 
expressed concern over the fighting 
between its neighbors, and offered to 
mediate. As the fighting continued, 
and reasoning proved unsuccessful in 

This made the fascist powers bolder. In 1936, they backed General Franco 
wno launcbea a civil war to overthrow the Republican government of SIBin, 
Tens of thousands of Italian a� German troops fought, gaining combat ex
perience. Again, Britain, France and the US refused to honor their commit
ments to the democratically elected government of S.(Bin and declared 
••neutrality."

The Soviet Union, at this time a developing socialist country, time and 
again proposed to the non-fascist imperialist countries the need for joint 
action to check fascist aggression. But Britain and France refused, hoping 
that Hitler would either stop ·his drive for world domination or attack the 
USSR and ,get bo�d down, in a long war. 

This appeasement policy helped drive the rulers of many countries, 
especially in Eastern Europe, closer to Germany. They feared that if they
didn't bow down, they would be invaded and overthrown, in .(Brticular after
German troops annexed Austria ln March, 1938, 

The last act in the pre-war drama began that fall. Hitler demanded control 
or part of C zet..:hoslovaki.a. At a conference in Munich, Britain and France
agreM. 1 , ; 

This betrayal made the immediate advent of World War 2 inevitable.
Germany was now the dominant power on the European mainland, It had
control of Czech arms plants and other heavy industry it needed to fuel
its war drive. With its Japanese and Italian allies, Germany was confident
that it could take on the Western capitalist powers _which had proved them -
selves so spineless in the face of Genn.afl;lggI"ession 

Less than a year later, the invasion of Poland Id.eked off World war 2. 



liberation. They promote splits among
African organizations to create, in
this resource-richand strategic area,
new Angolas, where localleaders will
depend on Cuban troops and Soviet
"aid** to stay in power,

» The Middle East. Control of the
Middle East and its vast oil deposits
would give the USSR a powerful stran
glehold on wealthy industrial Western
Europe. Despite being pushed out of
Egypt and Somalia, the Soviets have
continued to make inroads. Ethiopia
and South Yemen straddle the main
sea route between Europe and Asia.

With loyal junior partners also run
ning Afghanistan, and ties with Iraq,
Libya, and other countries in the area,
the Soviets are in an excellent pos-
iticm to take advantage of the contin
uing struggle of the Palestinian people
and Arab countries against Israel and
pc^ular rebellions against reaction
ary rulers like the 9iah.

curbing Vietnam's appetite, the Chin
ese governmentgraduallychangedfrom
a position of neutrality to one of support
for Cambodia.

During the same period, beginningin
1978, VietnambeganexpellingVietnam-
ese citizens of Chinese origin and
Chinese nationals from the country.
Over 200,000 have been forced out in
the last year.

Although the Vietnamese claim they
are capitalists unable to adjust to so
cialism, the majority come notfromthe
recently liberated South, but from the
North, where socialist construction has
been going on since 1956. The Chinese
in Vietnam made a convenient scape
goat for Vietnam'^s economic difficul
ties. Also, Vietnam's Soviet sponsors
delight in the hardships that resettling
so many refugees is causing China.

As thousands fled over the border
to China, Vietnam be^n trying to de
stabilize the border area itself, in
creasing pressure on China. In the
last half of 1978 alone, the Chinese
report over 700 different incursions
by Vietnamese troops, resulting in the
death of 300 Chinese soldiers and
civilians. Until the Chinese counter

attack, the main beneficiary of this
ongoing aggression was not Vietnam,
but the USSR, which has over a million
troops menacing China's northernbor
ders and could thus threaten China •
with military attack on two fronts.

NEW WORLD SITUATION

The current turmoil in Southeast
Asia underlines the fact that there has
been an irreversible change in the
relations among the world's countries.
At the heart of the change is the Soviet
Union, A socialist countrY'turned capi
talist, the USSR has replaced the United
States as the most aggressive imper
ialist power in the world, and the
greatest source of war,

Kampuchea,only three and a half
years after driving out the US, is
now fitting an occupation backed by
the USSR.

Vietnam, . having defeated the US,
has now fallen under increasing Soviet
domination. With its economy devastat
ed by war, Vietnam turned to the USSR
for aid. Butaithough Vietnam's food sit
uation is almost as bad as Bangladesh,
Soviet aid is designed to beef up Viet
nam's military strength, not build a
self sufficient eccmomy.

The Vietnamese rulers have gone
right along with this. Their army is
now 50% larger than it was during
ttie war with the US. The Soviets see
Vietnam's army as an expeditionary
force to use in Asia and maybe else
where. The Chinese call Vietnam "the
Cuba of the Orient" because this is
the role Cuba has played for the USSR
in Angola, Etniopia, Yemen and else
where.

(cont. on page 10)
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Kampuchean troops in Takeo, a battlefield before the big invasion and now.

Vietnam blitzkrieg
bogs down in

Kampuchea (Cambodia)
First hand report from S.E. Asia

Following is a Workers Voice in
terview with George C. Hildebrand,
a Southeast Asia scholar and journal
ist, who is co-author of one of the
few book s in the English language on
Kampuchea today, "Cambodia: Star
vation and Revolution." Some com
ments were added by Stephen Heder,
a writer for Time magazine from
Cambodia from 1973-75, and cur
rently a student of Southeast Asian
affairs. Hildebrand and Heder were

in Asia in January and February where
they spoke with Kampucheans and
visited China, Thailand, andtheThai-
l^mpuchean border region.

Since the Vietnamese invaded Kam
puchea December 25 and marched into
the capital, Phnom Penh, January 7,
how much do they control?

They hold the cities and the major
highways - not the people. At first
the western press was impressed by
die Vietnamese attack. But wd donot

want to be misled by this blitzkrieg.
The Kampucheans chose not to fi^t
yiiere they were weak; they evacuated
die cities and fell back on the country
side where they could organize peo
ples' war. The Kampuchean military,
largely intact, regrouped in the coun
tryside, many into battalion-sized
units.

There's a pretty high level of very
teavy, organized resistance going on.
The Kampuchean Revolutionary Army
forces have been able to launch at

tacks in all major parts of the country.
They occupied the cityofTakeo-very
close to Vietnam - for almostaweek.

They attacked Jhe port of Kompong
Som on the sea, and downtown Pursat,
right in the middle of the country.

As for the outlying areas, peoples'
war means you fi^t everywhere the
enemy comes. There are peoples'
militias throughout the country sup
porting the larger military units.

What do these civilians do?

Heder: Everybody is organized to
do something for the front. The mili
tary conscription-age men are all at
the front lines. And everybody elseis
back behind. They're all armed. Hie
women and the old people make bam.

boo traps and package rice in banana
leaves. And then the children load the

rice packets onthetruckstobedriven
off to the front. The childrengo outand
put the bamboo spikes in place. Every
body is busy. Everybody seems to have
their own task.

If (he Kampuchean are waging a
peoples' war, how would you describe
what the Vietnamese are doing?

The Vietnameselaunchedamassive

invasion on a number of different
fronts in armoured columns with

heavy air support. It was very much
like an American -style attack - an
extremely heavy, modernized conven
tional war approach. The Vietnamese
describe it as a "blooming lotus"
approach. You hit hard at the center
and then fan out and try to mop up
the opposition in columns. It's a full
transition from peoples' war to con
ventional war, which mirrors the
political transition from being a na
tion fighting for its independence
against U.S. imperialism, to being an

aggressor nation trying to attack a
nei^bor state and take it over.

Who is leading the Kampuchean
resistance now?

It* s a standing military committee
ctf the political committee of the Kam
puchean Communist Party. It's under
die direction of the Prime Minister

and Party Secretary Pol Pot.

So politically and militarily it's a con
tinuation of the Democratic Kam

puchea government?

It is Democratic Kampuchea. My
guess is they're been prepared foran
invasion for quite a long time.

What do you know about how Kam
pucheans lived under the Pol Pot
government from 1975when it liberated
the country from (he U.S. and the Lon
Nol regime until the Vietnamese inva
sion?

American journalists (fro m the
Washington Post and the Philadelphia

fcon/. on page 10)

Kampuchean civilians pack rice rations in banana leaves to be sent
to guerillas at the front.




