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Cambodians rise ui
against Viet invaders

liberation struggle. Coups in SouthYemenand Afghan
istan brought pro-Soviet governments to power.

When the USSR helped foment civil war in An
gola- in 1975, world opinion was divided. Those who
warned strenuously of the USSR's aggressive aims,
like Peoples' China, were often regarded as paranoid
or accused of acting out erf narrow self-interest. BUt
die events of the last few years have highlighted the
correctness of these warnings.

INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY

Now the invasion of socialist Kampuchea and the
establishment of a counter-revolutionarygovernment
there has stirred up a powerful sentiment ofopposi
tion to Vietnam and the USSR.

At the UN Security Council only a veto by the So
viet delegate stopped a resolution demanding an im
mediate pull out of foreign forces from Kampuchea.
Neutral and independence-minded countries like
India and Jamaica supported the resolution. The
UN still recognizes the Democratic Kampuchean
delegation.

Fearing they might be next, neighboring Asian
countries like Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indo
nesia and the Phillipines have called for the imme
diate and total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from
Cambodia. Only Vietnam, the USSR, and a handful of
^viet dominated governments, mostly in Eastern
Eur(^, have recognized the newpuppetgovernment.

Americans can easUy recall how costly the US
government's war againstthe Indochinese people was.
So how can Vietnam^ a poor country, pay for an
invading army of 100,000?

Widiouta doubt, the Soviet Union is the paymaster.
Last June 29, the Soviets pushed hard for the admis
sion of Vietnam into its economic group, COMECON,
to shore up Hanoi economically (or war. In mid-
August, it sent large quantities of arms to Vietnam,
and began sending military advisors who now number,
over 4,000.

In early November, Moscow concluded a "Friend
ship Treaty" with Hanoi, which established a guaran
tee o£ Soviet aid against any attack on Vietnam.

As brutal as the US war of yesteryear, the current
aggression poses a new danger to the world. It fits
right into the strides the Soviets have taten in the
past year in their drive for global dcmination.
In Ethiopia, C uban and Soviet troops helped the savage
military junta, the Derg, stomp on the Eritrean
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Vietnam is finding that occupying Kampuchea
(Cambodia) is no easy task. The Kampuchean people
are waging a massive guerrilla war against the
Vietnamese invasion, describedbyKampuchea'sfor-
mer Prime Minister Norodmn Sihanouk as a "Ger
man-style blitzkrieg,"

Hie map of the current fight^ is a checker
board, with. Kampuchean guerrl^ units engagingthe
Vietnamese in almost airparts of the country. To
the north, Ankor Wat, a national shrine, has been
recaptured. In the northwest, near Thailand, heavy
fighting was reported. Predictions by scone re
porters that Kampuchean troops would be fleeing
across the Thai border have proved unfounded.

In the southwest, latest reports say the vital
resupply port (rf Kompong Som, which Vietnam ini
tially claimed, is back in Kampuchean hands. The
rugged Elephant and Cardomon mountains north
are developing into major areas of resistance.
Vietnamese communication and transport lines are
frequently cut.

One month into its invasion the Vietnamese are
beginning to experience the same headaches that the
US found during''Its Indochina war. Kampuchean
guerrilla units, under direct attack by a numerically
superior enemy with oyerwhelming aircraft and ar
tillery support, have dispersed among the people
in the countryside. Then they regroup and concen
trate their strength in lightning counterattacks
against the less mobile Vietnamese enemy.

PHONY FRONT

The Vietnamese government has set up a puppet
government In Kampuchea to provide a candy coating
for its brutal invasion and to make permar^nt occu
pation easier. They announced the formation of the
Kampuchean National United Front for National
Salvation just a month before the invasion began.
This fictitious outfit is headed for die same fate as

the United States "Vietnamization Plan" of adecade

ago.

"Who are the leaders of this so-called front?"
asked Sihanouk. "They are perfectly unknown to the
Kampuchean people."

The lack of support among Kampucheans for the
Vietnamese invasion is shown clearly by Sihanouk
himself. Ruler of Cambodia until his overthrow by a
US-sponsored coup in 1970, Sihanouk ted political
differences with the socialist government headed by
Pol Pot, which came to power when the US was de
feated in 1975. Nonetheless, he agreed to act as an
international representative for Democratic Kam
puchea after Vietnam's Invasion. Even former Kam
pucheans living in the US who had actively organized
against Pol Pot and socialism have denounced the
invasion as "Vietnamese annexation and imperi
alism."

Demonstrations in San Francisco (above) and several other cities lambasted the invasion of Kampuchea.
Cambodians in this country and ^ericans who had been active against US aggression in Vietnam organ
ized the actions.

Chinese leader blazes trail In U.S.
fcont. from page 2)

the future. The now discredited "Gang
of 4" used to say, "When the satellite
goes up, the red flag comes down to
the ground." jTiey exposed the cam
paign to modernize China, initiated by
Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-lai,with
the ridiculous logic that this would
lead to the downfall <rf socialism. One

of their policies was to turn China's
schools into arenas for ideological
debate with no emphasis on basic
education or research.

Because Teng held strongly to the
belief that the country must modern
ize, the Gang of 4 went all to knock
him frcan power, succeeding briefly
in 1976. But more and more people
be^n to see tliat the Gang's policies
were harming China and the socialism
they claimed to uphold. Later that
year, following Mao's death, the four
isolated careerists made a desperate
grab for complete power. Their fail
ure signalled Feng's political come
back. Although the late Chairman
Mao Tse-tung did much to help set
up the downfall oi the gang, he him

self couldn't finish the job. Teng's
leadership provided a rallying point
against them.

The cuirent Chairman and Pre
mier, Hua Kuo-feng,and Teng gene-
ralled the beginnings of the aggressive
modernization effort that eventually
led to Teng's recent US trip.

At most of Teng's stops he had to
put up with a raggedy crowd ofdemon
strators. The group, the Revolution
ary Communist Party, claims to be
the true followers of Mao Tse-tung

'and comrades of the fallen Gang. In
front of the White House they waved
red books, screamed that Teng is
bringing capitalism back to China,
and ended up in jail when they charged
police lines. Indistinguishable from
some of the other cults in the news
lately, these self-styled revolution
aries attack the people and ideals
Mao Tse-tung devoted his life to.

Everywhere Teng went he issued
warnings about the a^ressive be
havior (rf the "Polar Bear," his term
for the Soviet Union. In his private
talks with Carter and his advisors,
it's very likely that Teng emphasized

the Soviet-backed Vietnamese inva

sion of Cambodia, the Soviet-Cuban
put down of the Eritrean revolution
in the Horn of Africa, as well as tha
Soviet backed coups In South Yemen
and Afghanistan. His constantly re
curring theme was that the Soviets
are an expansive Imperialist power,
using the name of socialism and
liberation to mask their drive for

world domination, or hegemonism.
The proposal Teng made to the US

ruling class was for China, Japan,
Western Europe, and the US to line
up in opposition to the rampant ag
gressive moves of the Soviets. The
Chinese have traditionallyaimed their
efforts at both superpowers, the US
and the USSR. Since the 1960's, they
have successfully rallied independent
underdeveloped countries of Asia,
Africa, and Latin America against
the expansionary moves of the two
big powers. Increasingly, the Chinese
teve also swung some of the more
develc^d capitalist countries against
superpower hegemony.

Now because the Soviet Union is so
openly on the prowl, China is even

encouraging the US to openly line up
against Russian expansionism. Teng
makes no secret that he thinks the US

policy of detente is foolish. He told
the editor ofTime magazine thatarms
limitation treaties between the US

and the USSR are meaningless. Far
more significant, he pointed out, are
China's present efforts to line up for
ces against the marauding polar bear.

The Chinese haven't forgotten the
lessons of Korea and Vietnani, two
wars waged by the US on their very

borders. They know the US govern
ment is still predatory by nature.
But they are trying to take advantage
(rf the defensive posture the US im
perialists are forced to take in the
present situation. One of Mao's main
battle plans was to divide his enemies
and tackle them one by one. This is
evidently the policy the Chinese are
continuing to apply.

The Teng Hsiao-ping trip will go
down in history as one of the most
momentous events of the decade. For

the American people, it makes some
important offers - the chance to get
to know the Chinese people, one fourth
(rf the world's population, and their
socialist system, and a chance to plan
to delay the outbreak of a new world
war.


