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Miners Strike Over 
Shockwaves Aren't 

Sunday March 26. The coal pact is 
ratified. It is a sellout. At a North Amer
ican Coal Company mine in southern 
Ohio, the midnight shift arrives. But 
.I�� OMWA conJlmclion workers
who historically sign 1heir coni, 

1several days after the miners have not 
settled. Some. are picketing.

The company wilt pay miners a $JOO 
bonus to cross the lines on this just day 
of scheduled work. They do not cross. 
One says, "Hell, we lost S5,0!)0 in four 
months. We ain't crossing these /in-es for 
a lousy hundred bucks. " 

Monday all shifts stay out. Monday 
midnight is the last of the construction 
workers' pickets with a tentative con
tract expected Tuesday. But pickets or 
no, no-one goes in Tuesday. Wednesday 
they work. still angry about the sellout. 

The company offers Jhem the right to 
toke Monday and Tuesday as "floating 
holidays. " Only two new floating holi-

days had been added by the new con
tract, b(inging the total to four. Most of 
the men refuse the days. "After this 
fight, we're not letting them take back 
the two days before we're even back· to 
�'iu,i-.: . ..i 

tes, the contract is ratified, but a con
tract is not a ·truce. The battle goes on.
1 The 110 day miners strike was the 

most heroic battle of the working class 
in a long time. They fought the huge 
steel, oil and power monopolies who 
make up the Bituminous Coal Operators 
Association. The miners' defiance of 
union misleaders and even the federal 
government set a shockwave through 
American society. The refrain of the old 
miners' song, "Which side are you on?" 
became a national question. 

The BCOA went into this contract de
termined to crush the miners' resistance. 
Driven by new demands for coal to re

. See page 12 

1,000s 
Set Jo
March Vs 
Bakke Case 
Washington, D. C.-Thousands of 
people marching in Washington 
denouncing racism. Hundreds of cases 
in the courts contesting alleged 
discrimination. Newspaper editorials 
debating what the future holds for 
minority Americans. Controversy in 
schools, factories and communities 
about race. 1963? No, 1978! 

On April 15, thousands will march in 
Washington, D.C. in what is shaping up 
to be the biggest civil rights march of 
this decade. They are marching against 
the Bakke decision because it is the thin 
edge of the biggest attack on Black and 
other minority people Qf the decade. 

Some time in the coming weeks the 
Supreme Court will be handing down a 
decision in this case. At issue is the 
legality of affirmative action, minority 
quo�as, and special government 
programs that, in a limited w�y, have 
cut away at the brutal discri\llination 
against minorities. The Bakke Case is 
the most prominent of the challenges by 
school administrations, corporations, 
and the press to these programs. 

The Bakke case has also brought forth 
another opposing wave-the organized 
force of people of all walks of life and 
all nationalities to demand:Overturn the 
Bakke Case; ·Defend and Expand 
Minority Admissions. 
THE BAKKE CASE 

The case centers around Allan Bakke, 
an unsuccessful applicant to the Univer
sity of ,California Mec;lical School who 
claims he was discriminated against 
because he was white. The problem that · 
kept Bakke and -hundreds of other ap-

MIDEASJ F:IGHTING 
Palestinian · Raid, Israeli Invasion 
Palestinians Key to Solufion,,Won't Be Pushed Aside 

On March 11, 11 Palestinian commandos launched a daring raid'· 
deep into Israel. 34 Israelis and 9 of the Palestinians died, in good part 
due to the trigger-happy IsraelI police. The raid was a desperate act by 
people thrown out of their fand for 30 years. 1t was a response to the 
attempts by Israel, Egypt and the U� to make a settlement in the Mid 
East which would leave the Palestinians permanently without a coun
try. It was a clear statement t_hat then� can be. no peace in the Middle· 
East until Palestinian self-determination is recognized. 

On March 15, the cream·of the Isra�li 
army, over 5000 troops, the most mod
ern planes, hcayy artillery, tanks, rock
et-firing ships, "etc., all supplied by the 
US for "defensive use," invaded south
ern Lebanon. Israeli Prime Minister' 
Menachim Begin said ,the invasion was· 
launched to "cut off the evil arm of the 
PLO (Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion)." But the Israelis blasted every vil
lage and refugee camp in southern 

. . 

Lebanon ·'and. many orher places 
throughout the countty. They seized 

. control of hundreds of sqti;:u-e miles of 
Lebanese land. Over a thousand people 
were killed, only about 200 of them Pal- __ 
estinian liber.ition fighters, the rest civil- _s 
ians, men, women and children. Among i
the incidents which showed the hypo- ""&. 

crisy of the Israelis crocidile tears about � 
...J 

See page 20 
Training to free Palestine.

plicants of all nationalities out is that 
med schools admit too few st�dents, not 
that 16 out of 100 positions at Davis 
were reserved for minorities. A dozen 
other schools also turned Bakke down 
and many of these admitted white 
students with lower test scores, Several 
of the students accepted at Davis were 
kids of rich alumni who got special 
placement by the Dean. 

In the recent months, the media has 
been preparing the grqundwork and 
drumming up support for a pro-Bakke 
decision or a ·ruling that leaves the 
question unsettled. They've been raising 
cries of how it's an issue of "reverse 
discrimination'• or that Blacks are 
pushing whites out of jobs and schools. 
It's become a rallying cry for those who 
want to-reverse the gains won during the 
civil rights movement, the freedom mar
ches, the Black Liberation struggl�. and 
the ghetto rebellions. 

But in cities around the countrv anti
Bakke forces have been in �otion. 
Meetings and conferences have been 
held in schools and communities. In 
March, two colleges in San Francisco 
and Berkeley staged a sit-in and a strike 
to protest the· case. And on numerous 
campuses students have jammed the 
administration to supply buses for the 
upcoming demonstration. 
DEFEND THESE PROGRAMS AND 

WHAT THEY REPRESENT 

Affirmative action itself is a product 
of the great t4rmoil and movement 
among Blacks and other minorities in 

See p�ge.19 
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Students Stand Up to
Racist Slurs

Academic Attack On Open Admissions
fighting for their interests. They easily
found where Dean Gross stands. As
head of the Humanities Department, his
view of the student body is that most of
the students just lounge around the halls
and smoke dope nowadays. He bemoans
the lowering of "Anglo-Saxon" stand
ards, which presumably has occurred
since Open Admissions vastly Increased
minority attendance at City.
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The last few years have seen one attack
after another launched on education at
City. Every one has been met by organ
ized resistance from the students, some
times successful, more often not. City
students were among ten thousand stu
dents who stormed the capitol in Albany
against budget cutbacks a few years ago,
while in New York demonstrations fre

quently went on outside Board of High
er Education meetings over cutbacks
and teacher lay-offs. At every campus,
including City's, rallies, petitions and
meetings showed active student concern
for the decline of their education.

Yet now they have been dealt the final
outrage. For what Gross and the Post
articles have told the students is that this

whole mess is their own fault. City stu-

In the past month the campus of City
College of New York (CCNY) has been
rocked by marches, rallies and confron
tations with the administration. Stu
dents have been responding with outrage
to a recent series of media attacks upon
City*s student body. The first attack
came out in an article in a respectable
"liberal" journal, the Saturday Review.

' Written by Henry Gross, who holds a re
sponsible position as Dean of Humani
ties at City, it chronicled how Gross feels
academic standards have been falling at
the college since the inception of Open
Admissions 8 years ago. A series of fea
ture articles in the widely-read news
paper, the New York Post, followed this
up, claiming students at CCNY were "il
literates."

Students and faculty at City went on
the offensive as soon as the Post ariides
appeared. Twenty students came to a
meeting called by the Revolutionary Stu
dent Brigade (RSB), and their number
quickly swelled to 200 for a rally three
days later. After speaking out against
the Post's allegations, they marched
over to Gross' office, shouting: "Gross,
You Liar! We'll Set Your Ass On Fire!"
and "Stop Those Racist Lies! Students
are Gonna Organize!" Gross was con
veniently absent but they forced their
way into his office, and' made an ap
pointment to come back the next week.

In the following days, it became clear
that there was a fire burning on the City
campus, a fire that was not about to die
down.

THE STAKES ARE HIGH

This is not the first time the flames of
protest have raged at City College.
City's whole history has been forged
from the heat of constant struggles. Stu
dents had to fight to make City a college
to serve the needs of the people. Minor
ity students and Harlem residents shut it
down in 1969, demanding it admit more
minorities. They won the Open Admis
sions program—making higher educai
tion a right and a reality for tens of
thousands of Blacks, Latins, and
Asians. It has been hard for City College
students. Most have had to work while
attending school, and many have had to
do extra academic work to make up for
inadequate high school educations. But
a large number have managed to gradu
ate from CCNY, and they have made it
a symbol of opportunity to minority
youth, which it had been to poor and
working-class youth for generations.

When the New York City crisis fell,
the whole City University of New York
(CUNY) system was targeted as one of
its main victims. While black youth un
employment in New York was as high as
90%, even whites with Ph.d's were ac
cepting routine office jobs. The high and
mighty no longer had need for more col
lege graduates. Thus, as part of tighten
ing their budget, New York's rulers at
tacked the city-wide college system, es
pecially City College, with massive cut
backs. 1hey imposed tuition for the first
lime ever in CUNY, driving out many
students who couldn't afford even the
few hundred dollars it now costs to at
tend. Then they canned literally thou
sands of full-and-part-time teachers, de
creasing the number of courses by '/j
and increasing enrollment in the remain
ing ones. This has made City College
and other schools in the CUNY system
places where it is extremely difficult to
get a quality education.

The kind of education students have
been receiving has been of a different
nature. They have been given political
lessons, learriing who is on their side and

Angry students confront Dean Gross over his slanders.

both Gross and the Post implying that
City's more prestigious days were due to
the fact that the school used to be mainly
while. They equate the decline in the
quality of education with the influx of
minorities since Open Admissions.
Gross' statement about the lowering of
Anglo-Saxon standards explicitly makes
this point. Just as the Bakke case waves
the banner of equality to wipe out affir
mative action programs, the city rulers
and their mouthpieces like Gross use the
pretext of declining standards to justify
forcing more students out of school and
making more cutbacks in CCNY's bud
get.

The ruling class is in a political and
economic crisis, and with it comes an in
crease in attacks on minorities and an in
tensification of national oppression. Not
only does unemployment increase and
income fall, for Blacks and other minor
ities, they are also the first targets for
most cutbacks in social services. Thus as
the demand for college graduates falls in
society, minority students are the first to
be affected. The fact that City College
has a largely minority student body has
made a prime victim of the rulers' crisis.
As they have done many times in the
past, the students rallied to their own de
fense against these attacks. After their
first march, they continued to speak bit
terly in protest to the Post and Saturday
Review articles, and to organize for a
confrontation with Gross.

TAKING ON GROSS, FACE TO
FACE

On March I3th, over 100 students
marched to Gross' office and forced
their way in, over his protests. They de
manded that he retract his statements or
resign. Gross tried to pass himself off as
a scapegoat during a 1 Vi hour confron
tation, playing up the fact that he hadn't
been against Open Admissions (not for
it—just not against it). He pleaded with,
the students, "Put yourself in my posi
tion." This sparked one battle-worn but
still fighting City woman to retort: "I'd
love to put myself in your position, man
—'cause you don't go through the hell
we go through every day. You don't
have to worry about where your next
paycheck, your next meal is coming
from, never mind looking for classes
that don't exist. You aren't worrying
about nothing but covering your own
ass."

Students' anger was pointed like a
knife at Gross because he clearly stood
with and represented all the city's eco
nomic and political rulers. To these rul
ers, CUNY is not worth funding, be
cause they have no need for better-edu
cated minorities. But minority students
want higher education, and a better
higher education than what they have
been getting at City. They have already
proven that they are able and willing to
fight for it, and their current battle is a
continuation of that.

Meanwhile, thousands of students of
all nationalities have been working their
way through what is left of City, despite
all the obstacles put in their way. Now
with the media's slander campaign a-
gainst the worth of a City College educa
tion, they have to wonder what the hell
their degree will mean if they ever get it.

Nor has the struggle for a decent edu
cation been just an individual battle.

BAKKE
Continued from page I

this country rebelling against centuries
of oppression. Starting in the late
1950's, minority people demanded their
rights through militant protests, boycot
ts and strikes. Millions first marched
peacefully and then openly rebelled as
the ghettos became hotbeds of struggle.
The upsurge ripped away illusions and
hit hard at the very core of our system.

It was in this context of mass struggle
and the political turmoil that the gains
were won. Formal, legal equality was
won. Blacks could sit anywhere on a
bus. Schools were forced to open their
doors to minorities and set up special
programs to see that this actually hap
pened. Some companies were forced to
set up training programs for minorities
and change their vicious discriminatory
practices.

But these changes did not end the
daily oppression of minorities. Far from
it. And from the day these programs
started, the school administration, em
ployers and the government started
chipping away at them. Programs were
underfunded or cut back. Black, Latin
and other minority people continued to
be driven into the worst and lowest
paying jobs and into unemployment
lines at two or three times the rate of
white workers. Ghettos today are

dents have seen a school they have
fought to get in and improve being rip
ped to shreds by the city rulers. Now a
campaign is mounted to pin the blame
for the decline of City on the students
themselves! This logic makes sense only
to mouthpieces of New York's bosses,
like Gross, whose words justify the
budget cuts and pave the way for more.

This is clearly a racist attack, with

bleaker than they were ten years ago.
The Bakke case is once again opening

people's eyes and moving people into
struggle for their freedom and
liberation. Some forces in the anti-
Bakke movement have been working
against this potentially powerful
resurgence. They've tried to narrow the
issue strictly to the Alan Bakke case,
failing to hit it as the leading edge in a
broader attack on Black people and
other minorities. In addition they've
tried to channel the movement into
being a legal pressuregroup only aimed
at the courts without looking to how
struggle can take huge steps in building
the continuing fight of oppressed
minorities for equality and freedom.

The demonstration in Washington
will go a long way toward countering the
rulingclass' attempts to createa political
climate that will allow continued and
stepped-up attacks on minorities. It will
help tear away the respectability the
current Bakke case is giving to the lie
that Blacks are the cause of this coun
try's mounting problems when they are
among the foremost victims. The march
on April 15 marks not the end of a cam
paign but the beginning of a new
movement against racism and the op
pression of millionsof people.

P.O.
Continued from page 15

A key task will be holding the union to
July 21—No Contract, No Work. While
the union leaders have been talking
tough, that's all it has been. No mention
of what the key issues are or plans for
winning them, just tough talk.

With union elections coming up right
after the contract, they are very careful
about standing openly in the way of
P.O. workers. Instead, they've added
that heavy dose of contract year rhetoric
to their usual strategy, which is urging
workers to get behind their lobbying for
"favorable legislation." But only a
can beat back the Service's attacks on
jobs and working conditions.

Next month: more on the unions and the
contract.
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