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Chinese Revisionists Rehab Mao's Greatest Foe

Rotting Corpse From
Capitalist Boneyard

The Chinese revisionists dropped a
bombshell after the recent 5th Plenary
of the 11th Party Central Committee.
On February 29 the official communi
que announced the rehabilitation of
"Comrade Liu Shao-chi," calling him a
"great Marxist-Leninist, and pro
letarian revolutionary"! This same Liu,
the mortal enemy of Mao, was correctly,
denounced as "renegade, hidden traitor
and scab" and "China's Khrushchev,"
and thrown out of his presidency by
millions led by Mao in the Cultural
Revolution. The revisionists now call all
this "the greatest mistake of our
Party's history,*" and all those who
went down* fighting, for his counter
revolutionary line will also be restored
to revisionist-style honor. By direct
clear implication all those who fought
against Liu, including Mao, are
traitors.

You can almost see the revisionist
chieftain Teng Hsiao-ping's tongue
sticking right through his cheek as the
communique cynically states that these
decisions show "the Party's determina
tion to restore Mao Tsetung Thought's
true nature." This declaration to
"restore Mao Tsetung Thought's true
nature" can only rival Liu and Teng's
efforts in 1966 at the 8th Party Con
gress when they completely took out
Mao Tsetung Thought as the Party's
theoretical guide. One Hong Kong jour
nal with close ties to the Chinese
government even charged that Liu got
purged because—get this—he was the
true upholder of Mao Tsetung Thought
and Mao himself violated Maq Tsetung
Thought!
• Mao and Liu were mortal enemies, •
but far from some sort of personal
rivalry as the bourgeois press main
tains, the struggle between them con
centrated the life and death struggles of
society between the working class and
the bourgeoisie, between the socialist
road and the capitalist road. Their dif
ferences over every major question in
society was like night and day.

Because it is one more step in the pro
cess of capitalist restoration that has
been going on in China since the coup
in 1976, Liu's rehabilitation was in fact
very predictable. While two and a half
years ago, the freshly-installed revi
sionists were still publicly calling Liu a
"revisionist", the RCP even at that
time predicted his restoration by'using
Marxism to dissect the ideological and
political line of the revisionist rulers.
And, as Mao put it, "the rise to power

or incorrectness of the ideological and
political line decides everything." ,
For Teng and company, rehabilitat

ing their hero Liu is being dictated by
urgent political necessities, both
domestic and international. (Of course
they'd prefer to have done it sooner if
not for the risk of widespread resis
tance). Consolidating a capitalist China
over the past three years required a
clearing away of the "ideological con
fusion"—that is the revolutionary com
munist line—left by Mao and the
Cultural Revolution and now openly
replacing it with Liu Shao-chi thought
and program. In particular they're
unleashing, their backers among the
strata of technocrats, experts and of
ficials to lord it over the masses. Teng
and company feel there's little time to

tion under the dictatorship of the pro
letariat and eliminate inequali
ties—Mao saw this as a- major struggle.
But for capitalist roaders like Liu whose
outlook was made famous by Teng's
favorite saying, "It doesn't matter if
it's a black cat or white cat, so long as it
catches mice"—capitalism is fine! In
1949, right after the victorious libera
tion of China, Liu put it bluntly in a
talk with some Tientsin capitalists, "ex
ploitation by capitalists today is not on
ly not criminal, it has merit. Today it is
not the case that there is too much ex
ploitation, but there is too little. The
suffering of the workers and peasants
lies in the fact that there is nobody ex
ploiting them. Your ability to exploit is
of great use to the state and the peo
ple."

stability," cries the recent Central
Committee Communique. Liu put it
more bluntly once: "Criticism of in
feriors by superiors is alright but the
other way around things become
chaotic." (Page 96 of Wind in the
Tower written by Han Suyin, a current
defender of the Chinese revisionists.) In
contrast, Mao insisted, "going against
the tide is a*Marxist principle."

It's not surprising that, along with
Liu, the revisionists are bringing back
his infamous book How to Be a Good
Communist. In 1962 shortly before the
Cultural Revolution, 60 million copies
were republished and widely distributed
as compulsory reading for cadres, com
pared to only 14 million copies of
Mao's four-volume Selected Works
(Han Suyin, page 187). In Liu's book,
he call§ for "absolute and uncondi
tional" obedience to the Party like a
company manual. The entire text says
nothing about the dictatorship of the
proletariat or the battle raging against
Soviet revisionism. But it did contain
veiled attacks on the "impetuosity"
and "destructiveness" of some com
rades—"the one who considers himself
a Marx or a Lenin...who demands
veneration.. .who has not really been
selected but considers himself a
leader." Liu's "good communist" is
nothing but a bureaucrat who deserves
special privileges. He stressed, "It is

Liu: 'Criticism of inferiors by superiors is alright but the
other way around things become chaotic. "

Mao: "It's right to rebel against reactionaries.

waste.

Carrying Out Liu's Line
Without Liu

Since the '76 coup, Teng and com
pany's "four modernizations" is clear
ly nothing more than a xerox of Liu's
theory of productive forces which was
attacked as revisionist by millions led
by Mao in the Cultural Revolution. At
the 1956 Eighth Party Congress, Liu in
his political report had declared that the
principle contradiction in China was
"between the productive forces which
are backward and the advanced social

ist system." All China had to do was
produce; forget about socialist revolu
tion!

Together with, this was Liu's
preaching of the dying out of class
struggle. Liu said, "The question of
whether socialism or capitalism will win
out in our country has already been
resolved." Liu's line concentrated a

revisionist programme for restoring
capitalism In China. It was an open at
tack on Mao who .stressed that "the

question of who will win out, socialism
or capitalism Is not really settled."
Mao said, "Liu Shao-chi advocated

the theory of the dying out of class
struggle, but he himself never ceased to

Cloning the Party in Liu's Image

To restore the "merit" of capitalism,
Teng and Co. must transform the Par
ty's soul from communism to the "soul
of capital." In fact the revisionists' idea
of what their Party members should be
was nakedly laid out by Teng in an Oc
tober 4, 1979 interview published in the
January 1980 issue of Wide Angle, a
pro-revisionist mouthpiece in Hong
Kong. "Recently, I held a talk with
people from [Japan's] Sony Corpora
tion. They say, of their corporation's
30,000 people, a big percentage inside
the country are managers, techni
cians. . .up to 70^0. We can say, they
are specialist cadres. What we lack are
precisely these kind of cadre. There are
too few technicians, managers, and too
many do-nothings." Teng emphasized
in a January speech that "red must
mean expert" and the Parly must

-replace cadre who are "political" with
experts. The communist party, in
Teng's bourgeois view, is nothing but a
giant Sony Corporation!
And like a good corporation—Teng

is instituting another bourgeois nece.ssi-
ty: Everybody, especially the "uppity"
workers, must obey the orders of those
above him. In line with this, the recent
Central Committee meeting took some

Liu: "The question of whether socialism or capitalism will
win out in our country has already been resolved. "

Mao: "The bourgeoisie.. .is right in the Communist Party
, —those in power taking the capitalist road."

of revisionism means the rise to power
of the bourgeoisie"—and this definitely
meant Liu.

Various revisionist apologists in this
country, including the CPML and the
Menshevik "Revolutionary Workers
Headquarters" (who split with the RCP
over this assessment of China), all
labeled predictions like this "out
rageous" and "slanderous"—"no it
can't be true, 'gang of four idealism'!"
They faithfully spewed out all the lies,
low-life slander and horror stories com
ing from Peking, insisting' that they
were the "genuine revolutionaries"
fighting revisionism—including the
revisionism of Liu! Now, since they
have already swallowed the revisionist
poison, this reversal will not even bring
a peep of protest from them. The whole
affair is a great example of the truth
stressed by Mao that "the correctness

wage class struggle. He wanted to pro
tect his bunch of renegades and sworn
followers.. .Did class struggle die
out?" (Teng, holding the important
post of Party General Secretary at the
time, was then the "number 2 capitalist
roader" in China and he couldn't have

agreed with Liu's line more.)

In 1962 Mao pointed out, "Socialist
society covers a .considerably long
historical period. In the historical
period of socialism,' there are still
classes and class contradictions and
class struggle; there is the struggle be
tween the socialist road and the
capitalist road, and there is a danger of
capitalist restoration." Mao was sum
ming up the bitter lessons of the Soviet
reversal. How to prevent a new
bourgeoisie from turning China back to
capitalism, how to continue the revolu-

more measures.

During the last three years, the revi
sionists made a big deal out of their
"Democracy Wall" and the "undemo
cratic gang of four"—Mao's follow
ers—and how they stifled the "free ex
pression of ideas." But it's clear just
what class—the bourgeoisie—is suppos
ed to get democracy and what
class—the proletariat—is supposed to
get dictated to. At the recent meeting,
in the interests of their greater
democracy, they elin\inated the famous
"four freedoms" (speak out freely, air
views fully, write big character posters
and hold big debates) to which Mao at
tached great importance and for which
the masses of Chinese people fought.
As a result of the Cultural Revolution,
they were written into the 1973 Tenth
Party Congress as well as the country's
Constitution. "It creates too much in-

necessary to secure for members the in
dispensable conditions of material life,
of work and of instruction, that allows
them to perform their duties with tran-
quility." What a difference from Mao's
idea of a communist's duty—".It's right
to rebel against reactionaries!"
The rehabilitation of Liu indicates

the fierce infighting among the Chinese
bourgeoisie. The law of the jungle dic
tates that there will be some internal

"bloodletting" as the blasts against
Mao take cross-fire casualties. The re

cent meeting purged four Politburo
members, Wang Tung-hsing, Chen Hsi-
lien, Wu Teh and Chi Teng-kuei. Far
from being "pro-Maoist" as the
bourgeois press widely reports, these
four were part of the treacherous back
slabbers who helped launch the vicious
-'76 coup after Mao's death. Wang and
Chen in particular were strategic com
manders of military forces in Peking
who were key in overthrowing working
class rule. There were no doubt others

who went along at that time, at that
critical juncture, just to .save their own
ass. These were part of the "what
ever" faction—accused by the Teng
forces (who were the main targets in the
Cultural Revolution) as following
"whatever Mao said." Their accusa

tion, of course, was absurd. Rather
these people had ridden on the back of
the Cultural Revolution, and many
even at a time supported it to get some
of the spoils as many of the Liu-Teng
forces got kicked out. Now their past
connections with the Cultural Revolu
tion and Mao have become more like

the kiss of death than a meal ticket. The

fortunes of Chairman Hua Kuo-feng
are definitely -taking a dive. With his
base being knocked away by Teng, Hua
is surviving by pretending to go along.
It is perhaps fitting that these backstab-
bing traitors are backstabbed them
selves.

This purge points to an overall prob
lem Teng and Co. still must deal with.
The legacy of Mao and Cultural Revo
lution remains a headache. It is not
enough that over 1/4 of the Central
Committee was purged after .the cOup
and tens of thousands jailed or killed.
Over 17 million of the Party's 37 mil
lion members were recruited during the
Cultural Revolution. In the last month
a stream of People's Daily articles have
been harping on "Party disunity."
Teng, in his January 16 speech admit
ted, "right now, it is still not con
solidated, and there are still unstable
elements in various aspects.. .the
ideological and organizational rem
nants of the gang of four still ex-
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5,000 Political Prisoners in Colombia's Jails 

Ambassadors from 14 different countries, Including the U.S., are 
being held hostage· In the embassy of the Dominican Republjc in 
Bogota, Colombia. The ambassadors were captured as they were 
gathering at the embassy for a celebration of the anniversary of the 
"Independence" of the Dominican Republic. The main demand of 
the AprJI 19th Movement (M*19th), the urban guerrilla organization 
which occupied the embassy on February 25, Is freedom for all 
political prisoners In Colombia. 

The embassy takeover occurred as kangaroo court trials were 
beginning for mo�e than 300 worker, peasant and student activists, 
accused of being "terrorists." The trials mark an important stage of 
the Colombian government's crackdown on the popular movement. 
There are an estimated 5,000 political prisoners in Colombian jails, 
over 3500 arrested in 1979 alone. The government wants to get the 
first 300 convicted with stiff sentences, to pave the way for railroading 
the rest, t.t,ereby demoralizing the people's movement. 

However the trials are being hit with stiff opposition. On the 
same day as the embassy takeover, there was a ·march of several 
thousand students, demanding that the prisoners be set free. The 
march was attacked by police and government troops, killing 
several people and wounding dozens. That same day, the Mexican 
press reported that the top military chiefs of the country met in-an 
emergency session In Bogota to discuss the "severe political 
crisis" the country is facing. 

Colombia has been in an almost constant state of siege for 
most of the last twenty years, due to the powerful struggle ·of the 
masses of people. Landlords trying to rip off land to grow more 
coffee for exportation to the U.S. have been met with stiff and 
growing resistance from peasants who have staged massive protest 
and land seizures. Strikes by industrial workers have also shaken 
the country, increasing greatly in the last few years as the cost of 
living has skyrocketed 30% in the last year alone. 

The Colombian government has tried to squash the people's 
struggle through military repression and through arrest and torture 
of thousands of political activists. The bloody hand of U.S. 
imperialism is very visible in this campaign of terror; between 1962 
anp 1975, over $101 million in U.S. military aid was given to 
Colombia, most of it to purchase anti-riot gear. 

In September of 1978, the government passed a statute of 
security. l;Jased on the Security Laws passed In Chile after the CIA· 
sponsored coup and massacre there, this statute provides for all 
criminal charges ta be handled by military courts, identifies 
political prisoners as "common criminals," outlaws all strikes and 
demonstrations, and places all press media under strict government 
censorship. President Turbay Ayala Is today using this law to deny 
the dema11d for release of political prisoners, saying "There are 
none," calling those in jail, "thieves, murderers, and other types of 
common criminals." 

San Salvador-Nat'/. Guard Headquarters Attacked 

The revolutionary struggle In El Salvador continues to turn up the 
heat on the U.S. puppet junta. In what was described as "the most 
audacious military action yet" -by Salvadoran rebels, the Ciudad 
Delgado Districto of San Salvador was occupied and held for several 
hours on March 4. Guerrillas usea nome-made bazookas and mor
tars to shell the national guard headquarters from two nearby hills, 
pinning down over 1,000 troops. Barricades were erected out of 
automobiles and paving stones. Finally forced to retreat in the face 
of advancing tanks and!:armored cars that rumbled through the 
streets of the district, many of the rebels took refuge at the Na
tional University where sporadic fighting continued. Nine people 
were officially: reported as' wounded In the battle. Thousands of 
heavily armed troops are now i:eported to be occupying the d�serted 
streets of San Salvador having regained control of the city, at least 
temporarily. Qaily the junta Is becoming more and more isolated 
and its downfall imminent. 

Contribute to 
the Prisoners 
Revolutionary 
Literature Fund 
The Revolutionary Communist Party 
receives many letters and ·requests for 
literature from prisoners in the hell
hole tortu·, e chambers from Attica to 
San Quentin. There are thousands 
more brothers and sisters.behind bars 
who have refused to be.beaten down 

· and corrupted in the dungeons of the
capitali.st class and who thirst for and

need the Revolutionary Worker and 
other revolutionary literature. To help 
make possible getting the Voice of the 
Revolutionary Communist Part� as 
well as other Party literature and 
books on Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Tsetung Thought behind the prison 
walls, the Re1Jolutionary Worker is es
tablishing a special fund. Contribu
tions should be sent to: 

Prisoners Revolutionary Literature 
Fund 
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart 
Chicago, IL 60654
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Rotting Corpse 
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ist ... there are still people who hold an 
antagonistic attitude toward our pre
sent ideological, politi_cal, and 
organizational line." Rehabilitating Liu 
was obviously a clear signal to any op
position that Teng was in charge, but 
especially as the Chinese rulers run into 
trouble in delivering the dazzling 
economic promises, the legacy of Mao 
will haunt them even more. 

Capitulation 

Liu 's comeback represents a certain 
consolidation and leap for the Chinese 
revisionists in their capitalist transfor
mation of China. No longer do they 
need to hide the fact that. they are suc
cessors· to Liu's revisionist line. And as 
Mao poi"ntect out "whoever practices 
revisionism practices capitulationism." 
These bourgeois democrats want to 
build a powerful country u11der their 
control. But because they cannot rely 
on the revolutionary activism of the 
masses-for it would sweep them away 
as well-they are overwhelmed by 
China's economic backwardness and 
the appar_ent strength of imperialism. 
They see the only hope for themselves 
as caving in to one or the other big im
perialist pow�rs. Thus we sec Teng and 
Co. today bending over for the U.S. im
perialists in hopes of economic and 
military aid, but always wij.h a watchful 
eye towards the Soviets. · 

Praying to the imperialist gods for 
the safety of his little revisionist ass, 
Teng said on January 16 that, "The 
S0's is a decade of danger. The start of 
the 80's was not very good-t�ere was 
the Afghanistan incident on top of the 

-- Iran problem, not to menticin the earlier 
Vietnamese and Middle East problems. 
There will be a lot more problems 
later." There is none of Mao's vision of 
self-reliance and l)roletarian interna
tionalism, none or" the revolutionary 
optimism of looking into the disorder 
and turmoil for the opportunity of 
revolution. Instead, these narrow 
bourgeois democrats see only a weak, 
backward China and one or the other 
superpowers who must be relied on and 
capitulated to. 

Once again it's clear why the present 
rulers must call Liu a "great Marxist," 
for he was a supreme capitulationist. 
Even in 194,6 right after the victory over 
Japan and on the eve of nationwide 
communist victory, Liu stated: 
"Americans will inevitably seek a com
pradore in China. We can serve as a 
compradore for them-a red compra
dore!" (China's People's Daily, July 6, 
1967). Later when Khrushchev was in 
power in th� Soviet Union, Liu preach
ed the "Three Reconciliations and One 
Reduction" which basically called for 
following Soviet revisionism in recon
ciliation with U.S. imperialism, and 
with Western countries as a whole, and 
reduction of aid for revolution and na
tional liberation. 

But 'it was becoming increasingly 
clear that Liu, a· pro-Soviet element, 
was setting China up for capitulation to 
the Russian revisionist rulers. Liu prais
ed the CPSU's Twentieth Party Con
gress in 1956 where Khrushchev laid out 
his revisionist line, calling it "A great 
p o l i t i c a l  event  of wor ldwide  
significance ... it put forward the stand 
of further promoting peaceful co
existence and international coopera
tion, made outstanding contributions to 
relaxing world tensions." In a scarcely 
yeiled attack on M�o. Liu and Teng 
echoed Khrushchev's denunciations of 
the "personality .cult of Stalin." Mao 
counter-attacked, "The complete nega
tion of Stalin on the pretext of combat
ting the personality cult and the thesis 
of peaceful transition to socialism by 
the parliamentary road ... are gross er
rors of principle." 

In 1961 shortly before China led by 
Mao began open polemics against the 
Soviet revisionists, Liu said, "We 
should study the experience of the 
Soviet Union and ·other fraternal coun
tries in the building of socialism." It's 
no wonder Liu 's rehabilitation raises 
the question: is China moving one step 
closer to reconciliation with the Soviet 
Union? That this is not an abstract 
question but a real possibility is shown 
by Teng's remark in his January 16

speech: "The Soviet Union has been 
building socialism for 63 years since the 
1917 October Revolution"!! So, there 
was no rev1s1onist takeover by 
Khrushchev's clique and the Soviet 
Union is still a J;pcialist country with a 
wrong policy of expansionism! (Of 
course, it would be absurd for Teng and 
company to coEtinue to criticize Soviet 
revisionism out 6f principle when they 
themselves are following right in their 
footsteps.) The struggle between the 
Soviet Union and China now is not over 
any Marxist principles but a dispute 
between an imperialist and a national 
bourgeoisie, like the mafia don and his 
intended, a dispute which may get hot 
but which they can come to terms on, 
given the right bargaining condition�. 

The rehabilitation of Liu can only 
help rip away any remaining illusions 
about the real nature of the present 
revisionist rulers •in China. But as the�e 
new capitalist rulers are forced to fat:e a 
situation where the two superpowers 
are fiercely contending and preparing 
for an actual showdown, China's revi
sionists are panicking over the sand 
castles they are building. Mao very sar
castically and poetically exposed those 
like Liu and Teng in his poem, "Two 
Birds: A Dialogue" written in 1965 
against Liu and released in !976 against 
Teng: 

The roe wings fanwise, 
Soaring ninety thousand Ii 
And rousing a raging cyclone. 
The blue sky on his back, he 

looks down 
To survey Man's world with its 

towns and cities. 
Gunfire licks the heavens, 
Shells pit the earth. 
A sparrow in his bush is scared stiff. 
"This is one hell of a mess! 
0 I want to tlit and ny away." 

"Where, may I ask?" 
The sparrow replies, 
"To a jewelled palace in elfland's 

hills. 
Don't you know a triple pact was 

signed 
Under the bright autumn moon two 

years ago? 
There'll be plenty to eat, 
Potatoes piping hot, 
Beef-filled goulash." 
"Stop your windy nonsense! 
Look, the world is being turned 

upside down." 
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• Straight from secret files of
the American Embassy in
Tehrap

• Brought to the U.S. by
the Send the Shah Back,.
Hands Off Iran Delegation

• 25 pages of document,;
-diSjcloses in their own

words what the U.S. was
really doing in Iran.

• Top U.S. officials angry &
appalled

• Suppressed by U.S. media
Cost of documents-$5.00. 

Other. donations urgently needed. 
Make checks or money orders 
payable to: 
Volunteer Services Fund Chap. 103 
Send to: 

National Ad Hoc Committee to 
Support the Delegation of 

Americans to Iran 
6411 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90028 
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