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WOMEN HOLD UP HALF THE

I W D o r l W W  D
Both COReS (MLM) and LPR (ML) 

agree that we should participate in revolu 
tionary activities and celebrations around 
women’s issues in broad based coalitions 
and give communist leadership to these 
IW (W) D is one such celebration We unite 
that we should strive to give it a revolutio 
nary character and class content,and that 
we should struggle to promote working 
class leadership to the celebration (and to 
the women’s movement in general) How
ever, we are not united as to the name the 
celebration should have

Both LPR and COReS recognize that 
we have fundamental unity on what the

essence of the celebration should be like 
that it should be a revolutionary celebra
tion addressing the plight of all oppressed 
women while fighting for the leadership of 
working class women and placing in the 
forefront working class demands We are 
also united that we should take up the wo
man question, not just on March 8 each 
year, but everyday and everywhere There 
fore, our difference is not of principle

We also recognize that there are many 
other groups who utilize IWWD or IWD 
with whom neither organization unites 
with on important questions This indica

tes that although the name is important 
insofar as it reflects line, we cannot go by 
the name alone in terms of determining 
our unity Since we are united on the es 
sence of the celebration and on how we 
take up the woman question in practice, 
we feel that our difference is one that can 
be resolved by deepening our analysis of 
why we use one or the other name At 
this moment, however, we feel that the 
difference is not an obstacle to merging 
but one that we should resolve

We are printing here a brief explanation 
of how each of us views the question of 
IWD or IWWD We do this consistent with

the line we have been practicing that in 
order to achieve principled unity it is ne- 
cesary to put out both our unities and 

differences in an open and above board 
manner Also, that we do this not only 
before our respective leaderships, but also 
among our cadres, contacts and the com
munist movement as a whole In this way 
they can actively participate in the struggle 
for unity, and learn the lessons provided 
by this process We welcome criticisms 
from comrades and friends on both posi
tions and on how we are handling this or 
any other difference between our two mer
ging organizations

COReS' POSITION

We use IWD because we see that day as 
speaking to all women’s oppression—and 
that oppression crosses class lines On that 
day we should be speaking to working class 
women, the secondary reserves which inclu 
de non-working class women, lower petty 
bourgeois women and revolutionary wo 
men’s movement Speaking only to work
ing women ignores the secondary and indi 
rect reserves, exludes non-working women 
like students, intellectuals, oppressed na
tionality non working women, housewives, 
women on welfare,etc Our task is to bring 
the whole women’s movement under the 
leadership of the proletariat We don’t do 
that by excluding the non-working women 
on the only day which is set aside to ad 
dress the plight of women /

As Lenin Stated

‘‘The Communist w om en’s move
m ent m ust itse lf be a mass m ove
ment, a p a rt o f  the general mass 
m ovem ent N o t only o f  the proleta
riat, bu t o f  all the explo ited  and op
pressed, all the victims o f  capitalism  
or any other mastery We demons
trate thereby th a t we recognize these 
needs, and are aware o f  the humili
ation o f  the women, the pnvilegs o f  
the man That we hate, yes , hate e- 
verything, and will abolish everything 
which tortures and oppresses women  
workers, the housewife, the peasant 
woman, the wife o f  the p e t ty  trader, 
ye s  and in many cases the women 
o f  the possessing classes. The rights 
and social regulations which we de- 
mandfor women from  bourgeois so
ciety  show that we understand the

position and interests o f  women, and  
will have considerations fo r  them  
under the proletarian dictatorship
(Lemn, On the Woman Question, 
pp 89,91)

The women’s movement does not recog 
mze that the source of women’s oppression 
is the bourgeoisie and capitalism, and that 
the solution is socialism LPR says the mam 
danger in the women’s movement is the 
quidation of the leadership of the working 
class rather than the liquidation of the wo 
man question But this is not at issue What 
LPR is describing is the level of conscious 
ness of the women’s movement and the 
working class on the oppression of women 
But what is at issue is how we move the cons
ciousness forward and defeat the opportu
nist lines How do we develop the women’s 
movement as a reserve, how do we link the 
two movements, and how do we strengthen 
the unity of the working class around the 
woman question.

COReS sees the way to do that is by 
addressing ourselves to all women’s oppres
sion and its roots And even though we 
seek conscious women workers as leader 
ship of the women’s movement, we don’t 
think calling the day IWWD will facilitate 
that strategic task

Communists are champions of women’s 
liberation as well as the liberation of the 
working class When we say we strive for 
working class leadership of the women’s 
movement, it implies a conscious leader
ship It doesn’t mean working class women 
are physically in leadership That alone 
won’t do it It is when the consciousness

exists in the working class, among both 
women and men, as well as within the 
women’s movement, that we are striving 
for will begin to exist

We fight for proletarian leadership of 
the women’s movement not by crowding 
out other demands, but by taking up de
mands that affect the masses of women 
and giving a proletarian analysis and solu - 
tion to the problems of women In that 
way the masses of women—students, pro 
fessionals, office workers, service workers, 
welfare mothers,etc — will concretely be 
won over to the leadership of the women 
workers and working class

LPR says that using IWWD links the 
question of women’s oppression to the 
class question Not really The class nature 
of the woman question doesn’t mean that 
working women suffer the most (In fact, 
oppressed nationality working women pro
bably do) But instead, it means that only 
the elimination of class society will wo
men’s oppression be ended and m that, 
women’s lot lies with the working class 
Using the term working women, even if 
used in the sense of women workers , 
doesn’t make that link because it’s too 
mechanical, not the same scientific term, 
and belittles the question of consciousness

The term working women is not scien 
tifically defined and in fact is only a term 
that glosses over the class nature of society 
so that it cannot link the question of wo
men’s oppression to the class question The 
term working women,as understood by the 
masses of people in the US at this time, 
lumps together professional women, office

workers, women workers, and for some in
cludes any woman that does house work, 
and any woman who gets paid Use of this 
term at this time doesn’t indicate which 
segment of working women we are promo
ting as leadership At the same time, the 
name IWWD would not include non-work- 
mg women of the working class who in 
fact we do want to promote

LPR says to use IWD to commemorate 
the proletarian content of the day This 
we can unite with somewhat But of cour 
se that commemoration can be done under 
either name

Right now IWD work doesn’t achieve what 
we would want it to achieve because of the 
low consciousness on the woman question 
among the masses, and the dominant bour
geois ideology How are we to resolve the 
contradiction9 By holding events called 
IWWD and then struggling with the profes
sionals, petty bourgeoisie, office employees, 
secretaries,etc , who consider themselves 
women workers to show them why they 
are not the leadership we are talking 
about9 By struggling with working class 
women who are not working to show them 
that IWWD means them too9 Isn’t that 
being sectarian, idealist and voluntarist9 
We want IWD to be a revolutionary holi
day that will move our work on the woman 
question forward— that will unite the class, 
develop allies and educate and train women 
workers in the revolutionary struggle for 
the emancipation of women and the work
ing class We see this accomplished not 
through limiting of the name but through 
a senes of tasks

IRAN

Continued from page 2

and objectively to shake hands with US 
impenalism Different from other cities, 
in the NY demonstration there was no 
counterrevolutionary picket lines with 
inscriptions such as “Down with the Shah, 
Down with Khomeini ”

There was also struggle around the posi 
tion of the Committee on the taking of 
hostages Some forces were out to con
demn it, others to call it provocations,etc 
As in the Khomeini case, the Committee 
also agreed on the main issue, that is, the 
fact that US imperialism and not Iran is 
responsible for the crisis, ans we did not 
pass rodgement on the events themselves 
The LPR definitely opposes any attempt 
to condemn the students’ take-over of the 
embassy and the hostages and considers 
such attacks another way to undermine 
the Iranian position and a backing of US 
impenahsm

H ow  do y o u  evaluate the w ork o f  the 
C om m ittee7

Overall, it has been very positive The 
bne, based on the 3 points above, is cor
rect. and the Committee has been the 
strongest voice in the area to oppose the

US bourgeoisie in this issue The demons
tration held was the largest m the city, and 
some good propaganda work has been car
ried out One important thing has been the 
the building of unity between the Iranian 
and the American people, as well as with 
other third world students that have parti
cipated in the activities of the Committee 
As a recent development, the Committee 
took a stand against the Soviet Union’s 
invasion of Afghanistan, which shows that 
the Committee in fact has a good political 
stand

On the negative side, the lack of a base 
m the working class on the part of the 
Committee and the forces that form it, 
should b'e pointed out In the demonstra
tion, the great majority of people were 
students, and a lot of emphasis is put on 
students in all the work We also see that 
the Committee is very narrow Although 
we can say there has been an honest at 
tempt to build the Comnuttee as broad as 
possible, the good wisheshave not been 
accompanied with the correct work that 
leads to the broad spectrum that in fact 
can be put together m issues like this 
Thus, despite attempts to build a real 
mass committee, we are, on the mam, a 
coalition of left forces from the US M—L 
anti-revisionist movement and tjiird world 
student orgamzafions

What is the C om m ittee to  Send the Shah 
Back to  Iran9

It’s a committee that sees the need for 
an alternative to the warmongering and 
the national chauvinist stances of the US 
government against Iran We are out to 
show that the interests of the American 
government and the American people are 
not one and the same, and that the Ameri
can people did not want the Shah, nor ap
prove the military threats and the economic 
sanctions against Iran, nor the racist and 
fascist attacks on the Iramans in the US 
We see the holding of demonstrations, 
teach-ins, debates and the development of 
written propaganda as some of the ways 
to pursue our goal

Back to  the question o f  the hostages; do  
y o u  think that their release is an imminent 
thing9

Yes, we have reason to believe that US 
imperialism, m the very weak position that 
it’s in today, has shown an inclination to 

compromise They cannot allow themsel
ves the luxury of continuing with the hos 
tage situation, when the SU has thousands 
of troops which they used in the invasion 
of Afghanistan, right in the frontier of 
that country with Iran Now, they want 
to solve this question rapidly m order to

capitalize on the anti Soviet sentiments 
that have developed because of Afghanis
tan And from the Iranian point of view, 
as said earlier, the solution to the crisis is 
important m order to focus more on the 
consolidation of the revolutionary gains 
and their opposition to both superpowers 
meddling in their affairs and in other 
peoples’ affairs

Is there anything concrete in this respect9

Yes A few days ago the Iranian govern
ment made a proposal to the United States 
that can lead to the release of the 50 Ame
rican hostages in Teheran. We consider 
this proposal more than reasonable and a 
failure of the U S  government to abide 
by it would only show again that it is the 
U S , and not Iran, that is to blame for the 

'  present crisis The Iranian proposal asks 
for “a thorough and proper self-cnticism 
concemmg the crimes that the U S has 
committed in Iran in the past quarter cen
tury, and the recognition of Iran’s rights 
to obtain the extradition of the Shah and 
and the restitution of his fortune” Such 
a statement from the U S , and the end
ing of all attempts to interfere inthe in 
ternal affairs of Iran, would bring the re
lease of the hostages We should demand 
from the U.S. government the immediate 
meeting of those just demands ■
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LPR's POSITION

LPR believes that IWWD is a revolutio 
nary celebration of the working class Its 
mam purpose is to hail the struggles of op
pressed women throughout the world and 
help us move forward the struggle for the 
emancipation of women. It provides a day 
m which to sum-up victories and failures 
in that struggle, and lay out the tasks 
ahead

We do not consider the name of the ce
lebration a matter of principle We can 
unite and participate with others in cele
brations that use either name, based on 
what their content is However, we under
stand that although with some the diffe 
rence is only in the interpretation given 
to the name, with others the difference in 
name reflects a deeper difference in line 
and approach on the woman question 
Further, we believe that the name should 
correctly reflect the character and con 
tent of the celebration And we believe 
that IWWD reflects more accurately than 
IWD the revolutionary character of this 
day

The woman question is a class question 
This means that the root cause of the op 
pression of women is m the capitahst sys
tem itself, and therefore the emancipation 
of women is intimately connected with 
the emancipation of the working class In 
fact, although women are oppressed by 
this system because they are women, mde 
pendently of whether they are workers, 
housewives, students or professionals, it 
is the working class women who suffer the 
most, especially those of oppressed natio
nalities To speak of the emancipation of 
women then, without referring to social
ism and the dictatorship of the proletariat 
as the final solution is plain and simple 
reformism As Lenin says

“The thesis m ust clearly poin t out 
that real freedom  for women is pos
sible only through communism The 
inseparable connection between 

-  the social and human position o f  
the woman and private property in 
the means o f  production, m ust be 
strongly brought ou t That will draw 
a clear and ineradicable line o f dis
tinction between our policy and fe 
minism. A nd it  w ill supply the basis 
for regarding the woman question 
as part o f  the social question, o f  
the workers’ problem , and so bind 
i t  firm ly to  the proletanan class 
struggle and the revolution ”
(Lenin, Conversations with Clara Zetkin)

Ir an advanced capitahst country like 
ours, where the women’s movement is so 
infected with the ideology of the bourgeois

femimsts, where its leadership is in the 
hands of the petty bourgeoisie, and where 
the demands of working class women are 
pushed into second place, the revolutionary 
character of the celebration becomes even 
more critical Calling for the celebration of 
a “Women’s Day” leaves the content of 
the celebration wide open It is not the 
mere fact of being a woman, it is not all 
women that we are honoring, but the great 
majority of them, that is, those that are

oppressed and are struggling against their 
oppression And this oppression falls most 
of all upon the women working in the fac 
tones, the mines, as well as in the offices, 
and hospitals, and on the wives, mothers 
and daughters of the workers IWWD re 
fleets their struggles and sufferings and 
shows that the oppression of women over
all is intimately linked with the struggle 
and oppression of the working class This 
is something that women of the higher 

i classes, who are also oppressed, must learn 
to recognize, and gam consciousness of 
the fact that the end of their oppression is 
in fact linked to the end of all oppression 
We must thus help women gam conscious 
ness of the nature of then oppression “and 
so bind it firmly to the proletarian class 
struggle and the revolution” , as Lenin says

IWWD celebrations should focus on the 
struggle and oppression of working class 
women (focus does not mean exclusively, 
but it does mean to address the oppression 
of all women linking up their oppression 
to the oppression and the struggle of the 
class). Accordingly, the name given the ce
lebration, should reflect our focus, the es

sence of the celebration, the main content 
of it That is, one which links the oppres
sion of women with the oppression and 
emancipation of the working class as a 
whole, one which promotes working class 
leadership of the women’s movement, and 
one which puts working class women’s de 
mands in the forefroftt, while addressing 
the plight of all oppressed women

It is argued that IWD should be used 
because women’s oppression goes beyond

class lines and because using IWWD would 
exclude and thus alienate those other sec 
tors of women We do not think so Fust 
of all, though it is true that women’s op
pression goes beyond class lines, women’s 
oppression is not classless, and the March 
8th celebration is not classless either Fur 
ther, we think that women who believe 
that their oppression has nothing to do 
with the oppression of the working class 
or the capitahst system are in themselves 
alienated from then own reality For us 
to use IWD so that they don’t feel “left 
out” is for us to further alienate them 
This would not move them further an 
inch, but rather keep them back and keep 
the whole movement back Secondly, for 
IWD celebrations in the U S , and the wo
men’s movement in general, the problem 
is not that they only address working class 
women, but rather all the way around 
They are so broad that they liquidate the 
class character of the woman question 
They fail to link the struggle of women 
with the struggle of the working class and 
all oppressed people for socialism They 
liquidate working class leadership And 
they either liquidate or push to the back
ground the demands most intimately lin-

Working Class Sheds No
for Dead Traitor

George Meany, despicable misleader of 
the U S working class, is dead You’ll par 
don us if we don’t cry, if we hold the tears 
the mournful gnashing of teeth in abeyance, 
and sigh with relief

Why7, you ask Well, George Meany 
was ‘beloved’, but not by the working 
class he was sworn to uphold and fight for 
and which he betrayed countless times 
He was beloved by the giants of finance 
and industrial capital, the Rockefeller, the 
Duponts, the Mellons,et al He was beloved 
by the servants and lackeys of the capita
list class, the hack politicians from Pres 
Carter to Mayor Koch, Republicans and 
Democrats, alike

In his death they saw the passing of a 
kindred spirit One mvolved in the busi 
ness of selling out workers, of helping 
the bourgeoisie reap bigger and better pro
fits at the expense of the workers In their 
eyes, no compliment for him was too 
great You saw the pages of the press plas
tered with praise for him

Workers, however, had no cause to

ftioum him While many of us were unem
ployed, crook Meany was collecting a sala 
ry of $150,000 plus expenses While many 
of us were battling pohee on picket lines, 
struggling for a better life, traitor Meany 
was asking president Carter to impose the 
provision of the Taft Hartley Act to further 
repress workers' (Miners strike—1978)
WMe many of us were fighting in the 
streets against the bombing, defoliating 
and destruction of Vietnam, lackey Meany 
was urging and supporting the war, help
ing the capitalists turn a mean profit on 
the death and mutilation of thousands of 
American wo iking class youth

And it does not end here While the US 
working class hungered for leadership, for 
strategy and tactics to fight inflation and 
unemployment, liar Meany sought to bla
me the “illegal aliens” for the problems 
facing the working class—problems cau 
sed by his lords and masters of the ruling 
capitalist class He sought to create class 
antagonism and supported vigilante and 
police riot activities in the border regions 
with Mexico' And under the thinnest of 
pretexts, and our very noses, he used

union funds to subvert Latin American 
governments, a key example being the sup
port he lent the reactionary Chilean truck 
drivers to undermine the government of 
Salvador Allende

But, could it be otherwise7 Meany’s 
services to the ruling class were very well 
paid Meany doublecrossed workers’ inte 
rests, towed the capitalist's ideas among 
the workers and made big efforts to pre
vent workers from taking militant stands 
against the oppressors, in exchange for all 
his luxuries and privileges He shares, with 
all the rest of his fellow union big wigs, 
the dubious “honor” of bemg part of what 
we call the labor aristocracy (becuase they 
are a clique of aristocrats operating within 
the ranks of the working class)as agents of 
the rulmg class)

Today, in the US, the capitalists can 
afford to give oyt these big bribes thanks 
to the superprofits (profits over and above 
what is made normally from US workers) 

which come from the super-exploita 
tion of workers in third world countries 
Surely, George Meany could not be “lo
ved” neither by the US working class, nor

ked to the oppression of working class 
women In fact, the widespread use of IWD 
is reflective to a great degree of the refor
mist character of bourgeois feminism and 
of many IWD celebrations of the past

Using IWWD, and of course this must 
be accompamed by an active Struggle for 
revolutionary celebrations showmg the 
class nature of the oppression of women, 
helps to create consciousness around this 
question Our tasks as communists are to, 
tirst of all, take up the woman question 
every day, everywhere We are to actively 
take up the woman question in all its as
pects, including the struggle for the imme
diate demands of women inorder to con
cretely demonstrate that we recognize the 
immediate needs of women and are willing 
to struggle for them It would be sham to 
limit ourselves to giving lip service to the 
oppression of women on March 8th By 
concretely showing that we are staunch 
defenders of women’s rights we gain the 
confidence of the masses of women But 
we must do this, again, everyday and every
where, Only in this way can we effectively 
point out the connection and help them 
recognize that we must fight together, for 
revolution and socialism

Secondly, we must fight against all 
kinds of opportunist deviations in our mo
vement on this question We have to watch 
against the “left” error of liquidating the 
woman question by either not taking it up 
consistently throughout the year, or by 
only addressing the plight of working class 
women, failing to see manifestations of op
pression among women outside the work 
mg class We oppose those who only speak 
of the oppression of the working class, or 
only speak of socialism without fighting 
for the immediate needs of women This 
is at best a poor understanding of the wo
man question, and a misinterpretation of 
the term IWWD

On the other hand, and most especially, 
we have to watch against the right error 
of liquidating the roots of the problem, 
the class nature of the oppression of wo
men, forgetting to make the connection 
between that oppression and the struggle 
for socialism This is what will “draw a 
clear and ineradicable line of distinction 
between our policy and feminism”, as 
Lenin says This is the error that best cha
racterizes the women’s movement in the 
U S today It is this error of reformism on 
the woman question that we are combat
ting and it is one of the reasons we are 
strongly advocating for the revolutionary 
character of the celebration on March 8th, 
under the name IWWD It is one way of 
firmly binding the proletanan class strug
gle and revolution, with the struggle for 
the emancipation of women ■

Tears
by the workers and oppressed people of 
the world

And so on January, 1980, George Mea- 
ney died A man who in December, 1956 
said

“I t may interest you  to  know that 
la m  President o f this great organi- 
zitation and I  never went on strike 
in m y life, never ran a strike, never 
ordered anyone else to  run a strike,

> and never had anything to  do with 
a picket line

“In the final analysis, there is not 
a great difference between the 
things I  stand fo r and the things 
that the leaders o f the National 
Association o f Manufacturers 
stand for  ”

George Meany, crook, traitor, liar and 
lackey, died Let us be thankful he is gone 
Let us forget him and consign him to the 
garbage heap of history

> Let us, however, remember his treache
ry Let us learn from our mistakes, that 
we may not have to suffer another so 
called “leader” like him again' ■
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