
Rectify 
Our Style of Work ! 
Co.mbat Spo n tan-eity 
This is the 'third article on the Rectification G_ampaign recently launched 
by LPR (M-L). We present here excerpts from a three part rep_ort by the 
Central Committee on the need to Rectify Our Style of Work. We ha:ve 
copies of the previous articles available for those of you who have not 
folfowed the entire series. 

In combating subjectivism in our 
way of thinking wt; cannot belittle 
the importance of also combating 
the manifestations of that subjecti
vism in our style of work. Contrary 
to opportunists and windbags_ of 
all hues, who see their style of work 
as som ething separate and apart 
from th eir p olit ical and id eological 
line, we see styk of work closely 
connected wi th the line. For us 
th en, it is not a question of atribu
ting our faults to :'poor style of 
work" disconnected from the line, 
but to see the dialectical relation 

, that exists b etween the way of 
thinkintan:d ·the way of doing. 
How the form er is affected b y th e 

- faltcr and in turn how our style of 
work affects our way of thinking. 

We have unity in that the prin
cipal evils.in out style of _work are 
spontaneity, amateurishness, and ' 
sectarianism. There is a need then · 
to develop consistent and systema
tic struggle against them. Without 
an all out war to rout out the evils 
of spontaneity, amateurishness, and . 
sectarianism from our ranks we will 
not be able to carry out the great 
tasks ahead. 

OUR SPONTANEITY 

'Ji'he fact. that there is spontanei
ty and there is spontaneity makes it 
very important that we talk about it 
in the specifics of our organization's 
life. In the main, the spontaneity 
in our style of work mauifests it- . 
self in the lack of long-te~m and 
consistent planning that conversely 
brings us to a situation of continu
ous improvisation, tailing of the 
spontaneo us mass movement, and 
the utilization of "tactics-as-a-pro
cess ". 

ABSENCE 
OF 

SCIENTIFIC PLANNING 

For a revolutionary organiza
tion to be able to put its line into 
practice, to win people over to it, 
to provide communist leadership to 
the spontaneous mass movement; 
in short, to move ahead with all the 
revo1utionary work, it is extremely 
important that the organization 
pl an its work far ahead. In doing 
wh atever has to be don e today, we 
have to plan not only for to1{ior
row and th e day afte·r, but for 

' mbnths and years to c.ome. Obvious, 
ly this is not meant to be ur.Jer-
stood in a literal way - what we 
are going to be doing in Februar)" , 
1982 - bu t in a d ialectical way. 
That is, we are doing this- today be
c,:ause in this way we are going to 
realize our aims, move the worl~ 
iri such <lnd such a direction in or
der to create the specific conditions 
necessary for the realization of/ those 
aims . 

Planning in this way allows us to 
develop a conscious plan that views 
every aspect of revolutionary work, 
not as isolated events or tactics, but 
as a comprehensive whole that s._um's 
up our strategic and tactical line for 
the period ah ead. It goes without say
ing that in .order for any plan to be 
conscious, it has to be developed in 
the light of scientific analysis of the 
concrete conditions (recall time, 
place, and conditions), and we have 
to correctly integrate theory and 
practice, 'Gorrectly apply the mass 
line, and -practice criticism and self
criticism all along. The timely sum
up of work utilizing the methods de
scribed above will allow us to de
termine strengths and weaknesses, 
the general direction in which 1be 
work is moving, what tactical chang
es have to be made) :n the plan in or
der to be able.to accomplish its 
purposes, etc . 

. . 
It is a sad reality, but reality is 

a stubborn fact that has _to be ~ccep
ted as it is, if we .are g·oing to be able 
to transform it, that our planning 
has been mainly characterized by 
its being subjective, narrow (a ten
qency to piecemeal just dealing 
with issues in-isolation _one from 
the others), and greatly divorced 
from the. concrete reality of both 
the working class and the commun-

, ist move;ment on the one hand, and 
our own organization on the other. 

Such is what has happened 
when we have made attempts to 
map out a plan,. because it is a fact 
that in m; ny occasions we have en
gaged in particular activities with
out even attempting to develop a 
plan for them . Thus, on many occa
sions we are engaged in practice for 
which no clear political ob.jectives 
have been agreed upon, for which 
no clear polj t ical direction has been 
e§tablished, n o analysis of forces 
has been I"i1ade, and so on. This is 
sh eer b owing to~ spontaneity' which 
is one of th e bases for incorrect lines 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

"BLACK, BROWN, YELLOW, WHITE, UNITED WE MUST FIGJIT! 
The message of multinational unity in the struggle against police bru-

' tality_ and national oppression was put forward as part of_our program 
of struggle in . Crown Heights. · September 28 march on 
City HaJl sponsoreµ by the Black United Front. 
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- On WC (M-L) National Proposal to Build the Anti-Bakke Movement - . 

Continue -
the Struggle f_or 

Affirmative Action ! 
Since the Supreme Court's de

cision supporting Allan Bakke's , 
claim of "re'verse discrimination", 
the anti-Bakke movement has been 

· in an ebb. The two largest national 
organizations dealing with this is
sue, the National Coalition to Op-' 
pose the Ba.kk<:_ Decision (NCOBD) 
and the Anti-Bakke Decis ion Coal
ition (ABDC), have scaled down 
their activities around the ca,se. 

Yet, daily, the _bourgeoisie's at. 
tacks on affirmative action programs 
continue to intensify,, particularly , 
since the decision.These attacks are 
a reflection of the deepening crisis 
of imperialism. The bourgeoisie is 
attempting to divide om: class, to 
find scapegoats whom they can 
blame for the existing crisis, in or
der to ctivert the struggle away from 
the real enemy -- the bourgeoisie it
self. 

It is necessary that we unite to 
fight against these attacks, which 
greatly affect oppressed nationali
ties and women, in particular, and 
the working class as a whole in gen
eral. It is in tli.e spirit of uniting all 
those that can be united that we ex
amine the National Proposal to Build 
the Anti-Bakke ·Movement put for
ward by the Workers Congress (ML) 
in its poiitical organ THE COMMU
NIST- of September 11, 1978, vol.IV, 
number 20. The proposal says: 

1. "Nationwide, we mus_t organize 
a broad ~ass movement to defend 
and expand affirmative action pro-

.__grams for women 4nd oppressed -
nationalities." · 

We agree with the WC(ML) that 
it is ~orrect to focus the struggle on 
affirmative action programs and link 
that to national -oppression. We disa
gree with IWK-ATM's intentions to 
'ch ange the character of the rriove
ment to one agaiu.st national oppre
ssion in general. This would narrow 
instead of broaden the base of the 
movement, which would also lose 
continuity by jumping from one 
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CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE FOR 
AFFIRMATIVE' ACTION . 
Continued from page 1. 

tive action struggle seems to go un: ties since the Bakke Dedsion was up-
. dergroud because there are no stu- held by the Supreme Court obJective- 5. "While focusing mainly on af

firmative action, we need to play 

stru~ggl'e to. another without. a natio- · 
nal perspective and plan of action. 

From the beginning, LPR (ML) 
saw the Bakke case as not merely 
reduced to an issue for students, 
but one aff<:cting oppressed nation
alities in general and women as well . ' 
We said: ~ 

"Its effects are not limited mere-· ' 
ly to the Medical School of the Unive·r
sity of California at Davis. ft establi
shes the legal precedent for the elimi
nation of many such programs through 
out the country, not just in education, 
but also in labor contracts and in hou
sing! The Bakke case constitutes the " 
stepping stone for far-reaching · attacks 
against the hard-won gains oi opp res
sed nationali ties in the U.S . " · · · 

"The Bakke Decision seriously 
threatens the gains that had bee,n wo"n · 
as ,a,result of the mass struggles, espe- · 
cially those for working worr}en, 
such as the quotas establishing that a 
certain minimum of women has to be 
hired by companies such as AT & T, 
N, Y. Telephone, GE and o thers. This 
is especially .hard on wor~ing women 
who need to keep their jobs for the
survival of the.ii families in these times 
of serious economic hardships." 

(see RESISTANCE vol. 8, no. 9) 

A_t the same time there are cer
tain so-called affirmative action pro
grams that we do not support such 
as those calling for more oppressed 
nationalities to be hired as cops. We 
think .that to-support the ,"right" \ 
of opr,res_sed nationalities to repress 
others is to .see democracy in the abs
tract, not from a class vii;wpoint. Al
so, such programs would only aid 
the capitalist State in their repressi
ve measures. 

dents around to carry it out. ly proves one thing: that both were 
3 "All · al d 

1 1 
f , relying on the courts. Now that the 

. . n~tlO~ an . oca o~ces must channel of the, courts has been exha-
be orgamzed mto a smgle, broad based, t d -1 1·k th , t h 

,1o_ • • ,, us e i seems i e ere s no muc 
democrauc coaht10n. l l ft f th ~ d · · e se e or em LO o ... 

I w:e agree that this is the_ best ~ay .- But affirmative action programs 
to bmld a strong atfd effective anti-Ba- must continue to be defended. And 
kke mov~m:nt. Our experience in the it is only through mass st~u_ggle that 
ABDC with the CPML and the IWK- this can-be done! In fact the masses 
ATM !eading it, is that they had no in- have continued to defend affirma- . 
tentions·of building ·a single mov_ ement ( t' d tt d th h 
on a democratic basis.'Due·)to their , ive ach wn an ' sea ere roug -

·' · h · · - bl ,· · out t e country small groups or sectanamsm, t ey were una e to draw . . . · 
th ,. , · · ·· ·t · t·h 'AB.DC A coaht10ns have sprung up and have e masses. m o e . mo - . . . 
Vemen,.t· t··h t"h d ·- t.h- · .d- f contmued to struggle where the · . a a seen ousan s o , N . · 
followers in demonstrations and other COBD and the ABDC left off. 
actions,;Was ·doWn 'to less than.:a'hun- It is our task now to organize all 
dred_ iri_) ts last h,ighly_publisized ra- . these forces into a single power-

. ful move· ment. lly in New York City: · · 
I ',, -i J ! ·\ • !' ._ 

~-, 

a good role in giving support to 
the overall struggle for equal rights 
of women and oppressed nationa-
lities." · 

The struggle fQtaffirmative ac
tion is in fact lin~ed to the struggle · 
for the democratic rights of wom
en and oppressed natio:r;ialities. It 
is our task to linkthem up and thus 
raise the consciousness of the mas
ses in the course of the struggle, ., 
as well as point to the final solu
tion to national and wo men's op-: 
pression -- socialis~ . . It is by con
cretely showing the i;nasses that 
we are active def ende'ts. of their 
rights that we can ·e~pect to win ' ' " 
them over to the cause 'of social-
ism . 

'-
The step taken by the comrades 

of the WC(ML) in putting forward 
a national proposal is a very posi
tive one. Besides being an attempt 
to provide lead~rship to the anti- \ 
Bakke mass struggle,.it can help us 
in the tasks of uniting Marxist-Le
ninists and winning the advanced,. 
crucial in our party building efforts. 

We urge all comrades to study 
the proposal and in the spirit of 
Marxist-Leninists unite, put for-
ward their views on it . · , 

SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC 
RIGHTS OF OPPRESSED 

NA HONALITIES AND WOMEN! 

the PLO 
Decisi<s>ns~were being made ex

clusively by them, without the parti
cipation of the masses and other com
munists and advanced forces. there. 
They would allow no political strug
gles to go on at the meetings; always 
'claiming "that has been decided alrea-

2. "In the immediate period ahead we dy~', and certainly no opposition 
There cannot be peace 

I must pay special attention to affirma- which would be immediately labefed 
tive action in the field of employment as sectarian, obstructionist, etc. 
rights; as typified by the need to ~efend 
against the "Weber" attack in steel." This is consistent with what hap-~ 

pened with the WC(ML) in other 
ABDC chapters in the country. The 
ATM-IWK leadership of ABDG . 
squashed the struggle raised by these 
comrades around the focus of the 
work and the need for a national 
plan. Rather _than discussing the WC 

In carrying out our work in de
fense of affirmative action' programs 
the focus of our efforts must be in the 
working class. The bulk of our work 
should be_..aimed at the ~hops and 
workplaces. The discrimination ag -
ainst oppressed nationalities and wo
men divides the working class, as 

, proposal, the ABDC leadership pre
ferred to expel them from ABDC. 
This was done through a uni~ateral 
decision of the IWK-ATM leader
s~) P wi_th~ut any p,articipation or . 
discusslOn of the general membership 
By taking th<'. differences between 
communist organizations into the 
mass organization the IWK-ATM 
leadership· are· tarrying out af). in
correc; t, sectariah, non-rriass style 

well as the .phoney charges of "re-, 
verse discrimination" used by the 
forces who oppose affirmative action. 
Therefore, we have also said: · 

"Affirmqtive action programs be
nefit not OJ;1 ly oppressed nationalities. 
but the whole of the working dass . . 
It is in the interest of all workers to 
support the struggle to end nationa] 
oppression and racial discrimination 
as this is precisely one of the tools 
of the bourgeoisie to continue to op
press workers by keepin3 us divided 
and fighting each other for afe1p'jobs, 
and other opportunities. By keeping 
the oppressed nationalities ( and wo
men, Ed. ) much below the level of the 
rest of the population, the bourgeoi- · · 

--sie uses the minorities to keep down 
the level of the rest of the workers 
and to divide and weaken the working 
class." , 

of work that can oniy hefp to des
troy' n'ot build, this mass democra 
tic movement. ' . 

The anti-Bakke movement can
not be built in this' way. The masses 
must be give:r;i ample participation 
both in making and carrying out de
ci~ions, and the broadest possible 
sectors must be incorporated in a 
single program for _struggle around 
affirmative action. 

(see RESISTANCE vol.8, no.9) 4. ·:we must_rely on the direct ac-
. tion of the masses." 

Thus it would be incorrect to 
limit our work to the colleges, as 
ABDC has done, to the point that 
when summer comes along affirma-

The fact that the rNCOBD and the 
ABDC have scaled down their activi-

{ 

The framework Jor betrayal , Arab people, who will not stand by 
cooked up in Camp David between this peace treaty. They will escalate 
Egypt and Israel with the bless- the struggle against Isra~li aggression. 
ings of U.S. imperialism has led to a The masses and the masses alone 
propos_al for a peace treaty between · are the makers of history. Over the 
the two countries. This proposal will negotiations of Sadat and Begin is 
establish diplomatic:; ties at the am- the determination of the Palestinians 
bassadorial level between Israel and to be free. The Arab people will 

Egypt. It is a major victory for the 
illegal settler st,;tte of Israel and U.S. 
imperialism. ' 

unite in their struggle against their 
common enemies: U.S. imperialism 
and Zionism. 

_To the proclamations-of Begin 
In asking Qie Israeli parliment that without the support of Egypt 

for approval of the proposal, Prime it ·is not possible for the Arabs to · 
Minister Begin 'said: "Without Egypt, fight against them, the Palestinian 
it will be impossible for Syria, Jor- Liberation Organization answers by 
dan, or other Arab states .to launch saying: "If without Egypt there can 

, a war against us." Begin is obvious- be no-war, be sure that without the 
l~ describing the favorable condi~ PLO there can not be peace!" 
tlons for Israel that were created by 
Egypt's treasonous behavior 'to- , 
wards the Arab world. 

Having the guarantee that the 
major and most powerfulArab' 
state will remain neutral - rpaybe 
even assist them - ,in any conflict 
with other Arab, states, it's definite
ly something for tp.e fascist-zionists 
to be happy about; Furthermor~, its 
recognition from Egypt can lead 
to recognition by other Arab states 
under the pressure of both Egypt 
and the United States. Finally, 
Egypt's treason is a big blow to the 

. We unite with all progressive 
and revolutionary minded peopJe 
the world over in condemning the . 
great treason committed by Sada·t. 
We are confidenHhat the Egypt
ian masses will not stand for this 
treaty and will continue to support 
and participate in the struggle a
gainst Zionist Israel. Sadat has 
raised a big rock only to drop it 
on his own feet. Sooner or later the 
Egyptian masses will make Sadat 
pay for his crimes. 

aspirations for self-determination, DOWN WITH THE PEACE 
and the recovery of their historical TI EATY BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
homeland, for the Palestinian people. ISRAEL! 

. But there is one thing that both SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 
Israel and Egypt are belittling: that is THE PLAESTINIAN PEOPLE! 
the masses of Palestinian, and other · H I · OT' 

. I LOf'JG LIVE T E - . 
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