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KAMPUCHEAN PEASANTS prepare a rice field. A recent U.S. report admits there's a 'bountiful harvest' In Kampuchea, (Call photo) 

One. good way to refute the U.S. 
government's lies against Democrat
ic Kampuchea (formerly Cambodia) 
is to examine Washington's own 
propaganda. 

This is exactly what The Cal/has done. 
A Call reporter recently got hold of an 
official State Department manual of"evi
dence" against the newly-liberated South
east Asian country. Included in this vol
ume, prepared for the UN, are accounts 
from refugees as well as a number of 
Airgram reports frpm CIA and U.S. em
bassy staffers in Thailand. 

These documents contain all kinds of 
lies and rumors, presented as though they 
were absolute proof. But even_so, Kam
puchea's achievements in agriculture, re-
construction, health, social welfare and 
other fields are so dramatic that even the 
CIA agents filing these reports are forced 
to give grudging respect. 

"W� admit to being surprised that the 
rice ha.nut was as bountiful as refugees 
claim," reads a March 31, 1976, report. 
"Much would seem to have beeR against 
it: spotty rainfall, many fields tilled for 
the first time in years, former city peo-

pie not knowing what they were doing 
and· the lack of chemical fertilizer .... " 

A later report contradicts official U.S. 
claims that Kampuchea's agriculture is in 
a shambles and that people are starving: 
"In the pilot's village near Samrong, 
people [attempted] to grow three crops of 
rice last year ... and the people found 
themselves . in the unique position of 
harvesting and planting rice at the same 
time:" This is a remarkable achievement, 
showing the improvements in farming 
that now enable everyone to eat. 

A September 21, 1976, Airgram con
firms that industry and transportation 
are being rebuilt: "Bag, sugar, kenaf and 
rice milling. plants are in operation in 
Battambang," and the railroads are open 
and frequently used. 

In this Sept. 21, 1976, Airgram, the 
State Department describes the relations 
that exist between leaders of the Com
munist Party of Kampuchea (CPK) and 
average villagers: 

"Usually the term used between villag
ers and the KC [Kampuchean commu
nists] is rnit, the word for 'friend,' which 
has now taken on the meaning of 'com-

rade.' Often at the local level, KC do not 
even bother with this .... In cases where a 
villager and a KC have become friends, 
they use with one another the traditional 
Cambodian words for brother (hong,
paon)." 

Other accoun\s go on in this same 
theme. Despite continuing claims in the 
Western press that Kampuchea is a "pol
ice state" in which the army has "massa
cred" millions, State Department reports 
show the democratic relations which e�ist 
between the army and the peopk. 

The Revolutionary Army grows its 
own vegetables so as not to be a burden 
on the populace ... fewer than 20 ( and 
s�metimes �s__s than IO) militia members 
are assigned to village cooperatives of up 
to 2,500 people-these and statements 
like them run throughout the two-inch
thick document. 

Of course, the U.S. government vol
ume is not meant to be a tribute to the 
revolution in Kampuchea, and most of its 
"evidence" does consist of either rumors 
and lies or-accounts from those dissatis
fied with socialism. But here and there, a 
glimmer of truth shines through. 

McGovern backs off charges 
Los Angeles-Senator George Mc

Govern has admitted that his recent 
�tatements charging "genocide" and 
"mass murder" in Kampuchea are un
founded. 

In a press conference here Oct. 21, 
McGovern acknowledged that his allega
tions were wholly based on refugee re
ports, which he himself admitted are 
�notoriously unreliable and inaccurate." 

McGovern made his statements in 
response iC ue·tioru; b� a member of the 
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the State Department testimony to the 
Senate about Kampuchea was also based 
entirely on refugee reports. Despite Mc
Govern's membership on the Senate For
eign Relations subcommittee, he claimed 
to be unaware of any of the recent eye-' 
witness reports from visitors to that coun
try, including those by Japanese and 
Swedish diplomats and by Call journal-

ists. 
In the face of criticism for war-mong

ering, the former "anti-war" presidential 
candidate also backed off his call for an 
"international military force" to !'knock 
out of power" the socialist government of 
Kampuchea. Those statements, he 
claimed, were only "questions" to wit
nesses, not his own "suggestions." 


