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N e w  Y o r k  G a r m e n t  S w e a t s h o p s

How Much Has 
Really Changed?
Are the sweatshop days 

gone? Nol Working women 
know they’re not gone, espe
cially in the garment indus
try.

New York City is the 
center of the garment indus
try— the home of the sweat
shop. The women are forced 
to work in dirty, unsafe, old, 
rat-infested buildings for 
below minimum wages. Working 
in a sewing factory is one of 
the few jobs women can get!
Low paying, dirty, unsafe, 
menial work, is what the cap
italists offer the working wo
man, especially national mi
nority women. These factories 
have a history of hiring black 
and Puerto Rican women, keeping 
them in poverty, and the pro- 
fits in the hands of the bos
ses. Garment workers earn 
from S4000-S4500 less a year 
than the government figure of 
$9200 for an adequate income 
for a family of four.

These women are amongst 
the most oppressed and exploit
ed section of the working 
class. They are oppressed 
first by the same wage system, 
(capitalism), that oppressed 
the whole working class, but 
the capitalists bleed them even 
more with their male supremacy 
and white chauvinism. They 
say that "women are stupid, 
you’re inferior to a man, you 
are only fit to do sewing and 
laundry— women’s work! And you 
deserve a lower wage than men!” 
Then they say "you1re black, 
whites are better, you’re 
Puerto Rican, Americans are 
better! so you deserve an 
even lower wage yet!” These 
lies suit the bourgeoisie just 
fine! They divide the working 
class, keep the colonies in 
the Negro Nation and Puerto 
Rico oppressed, while the 
bourgeoisie makes super pro-’ 
fits.

Karl Marx in his great 
work, Capital. describes con
ditions of working women in 
the mills and factories in the 
late 1800's. He uses a London 
factory as an example but these 
same conditions existed in the 
U.S. also. Women simply died 
from over-work.

"Mary Anne Walkley had 
worked without intermission for 
twenty-six and a half hours, 
with sixty other girls, thirty 
in a room that only afforded 
one-third of the cubic feet of 
air required for them. At 
night they slept in pairs in 
one of the stifling holes into 
which the bedroom was divided 
by partitions of board. And 
this was one of the best mil
linery establishments in Lon
don. Mary Anne Walkley fell 
ill on the Friday, died on Sun
day, without to the astonish
ment of Madame Elise, having

previously completed the work 
in hand."

Only by taking to the 
streets and closing down the 
shops were women workers able 
to improve conditions— only 
slightly. How much has really 
been improved?! The sweatshops 
are still here and the women 
don't even make enough to 
feed and clothe their children!

What have the unions done? 
In its early days, around 
1910, the International La
dies* Garment Union (ILGWU) 
was one of the most militant 
and progressive unions around. 
So was the Amalgamated Cloth
ing Workers of America. These 
unions are still around but 
they stopped fighting the cap
italists long ago. In fact, 
now they’re very close with 
the bourgeoisie— fortresses 
of male supremacy and white 
chauvinism! The bought-off 
"leaders" (David Dubinsky and 
Sidney Hillman are two of the 
best known) do not even bother 
to organize unorganized gar
ment workers. And who do these 
"leaders" blame for the poor 
conditions of the workers?
Not the U.S. Imperialists but 
our brothers and sisters in 
the colonies. A recent New 
York Times article (May 23) 
talks about an interview with 
Jacob Potofsky, head of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America. According to Mr. 
Potofsky, large amounts of 
clothes are being shipped to 
the U.S. from "low wage coun
tries". These imported clothes 
undersell clothes made here 
because they’re so cheaply 
made, and thus are putting U.S. 
workers out of jobs, making 
them go on welfare, and so on.

Is it the worker in South 
Korea, Taiwan or Puerto Rico 
who gets paid 7$ an hour, who’s 
causing the misery of workers 
here in the U.S.?!l No! It 
is the wretched nature of im
perialism that causes poverty 
and misery for the peoples 
around the world and here in 
the U.S.I

Working women cannot rely 
on these traitorous union of
ficials to free them. As long 
as the capitalists are in power 
the sweatshops will remain 
and so will male supremacy and 
white chauvinism. Does that 
leave us helpless at the hands 
of the capitalists? No! We 
have the weapon of Marxism- 
Leninism. Only a socialist re
volution will free the masses 
of oppressed and exploited wo
men. History has born it out 
that with the unity of the 
working class men and women, 
we cannot lose! Working women, 
who can tell of long years of 
suffering at the hands of the 
bourgeoisie, must and will be 
leaders in the fight to not 
only free themselves but to 
free the whole working class.

National 
Minorities 
in the Labor 
Movement

This article is a contin
uation of the report on the 
Communist League's labor con
ference which was held in Ap
ril of this year. It will 
deal with the unorganized, un
skilled and unemployed sec
tions of the labor movement.

THE ROLE OF NATIONAL
MINORITIES IN LABOR
AND THE LABOR MOVEMENT

In the working class to
day the national minority work
ers, specifically the black, 
Chicano, Puerto Rican, Indian, 
etc. are the most revolution
ary, the most progressive or 
to put it another way, the 
most class conscious section 
of the working class.

Why is this? Plain and 
simply because they have al
ways been pushed to the bot
tom of the barrel by the capi
talists. They have always 
gottea the least and the worst. 
The worst housing, the worst 
clothing, the least wages, the 
least chances for education 
and the worst education, and 
no chances for advancement for 
the majority. It is the na
tional minority workers who 
represent the unskilled and 
unorganized sections of the 
class. Throughout the history 
of the U.S. labor movement the 
class has been divided between 
skilled and unskilled, organ
ized and unorganized, and black 
and white.

However, it's not by acci
dent or by chance that the Ne
gro, Puerto Rican, Chicanos and 
other national minorities in 
the U.S. get the worst of every
thing. There is a reason, a 
concrete, material reason.
That reason is U.S. imperialism. 
Joseph Stalin, one of the great 
Marxlst-Lenlnists stated in 
Foundations of Leninism:
"The world is divided into two 
camps: the camp of a handful 
of civilized nations, which 
possess finance capital and ex
ploit the vast majority of the 
population of the globe: and 
the camp of the oppressed and 
exploited peoples in the colo
nies and dependent countries, 
who comprise that majority."

The U.S. imperialist gov
ernment dominates and exploits 
the majority of the worlds op
pressed people and completely 
controls the Negro Nation (in 
the south) and Puerto Rico.
The Negro Nation and Puerto 
Rico are direct colonies of 
U.S. imperialism while Mexico 
is semi-dependent or a semi
colony. What this means is 
that the present governments 
and economies of these coun
tries are either entirely or 

(cont. on p.6)
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LABOR
MOVEMENT
(cont. from p.5) 
partially dependent on U.S. 
capitalsfor their existence#
By this we don’t mean, as the 
white chauvinists say, that 
these nations couldn't make 
it on their own but we do mean 
that without the capital and 
military aid of U.S# imperial
ism there would be successful 
revolutions in these colonies#

As a result of the colo
nial oppression of the Negro 
Nation and Puerto Rico, nation
al minorities from these coun
tries suffer# The national 
minorities have the highest 
unemployment and are basically 
a reserve labor army, kept a- 
live on a welfare check# The 
Monthly Labor Review of Oct. 
1976 gives us some statistics 
on the unemployment rate:

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

White 
4,4 total 
3#1 men 
4.2 women 
13.1 both sexes 
(ages 16-19)

Non-white
8.4 total 
5.8 men
7.4 women

28.2 both 
sexes (ages 
16-19)

It is obvious that these 
figures have grown considera
bly in the last year. This 
division between the white and 
non-white sections of the class 
puts the national minorities 
in the position of a reserve 
labor army.

Unemployment has always 
been with capitalism. As R. 
Palme Dutt stated in his work, 
Fascism and Social Revolution, 
p. 36, "Unemployment at a cer
tain level has always been pre
sent in capitalism. The devel
opment of production in capi
talist conditions has always 
displaced workers and indepen
dent producers, and thus crea
ted the industrial reserve arm- 
y which was indispensable to 
meet the fluctuations of capi
talist production and to main
tain the proletariat in sub
jection. But this industrial 
reserve army was a part of the 
machinery of expanding capital
ist production; the absolute 
number of productive workers 
employed successively grew. It 
is only since the war that the 
new phenomenon appeared of a 
permanent unemployed army, 
grudgingly kept just alive at 
the lowest level of subsistence 
by the bourgeoisie, while the 
absolute number of productive 
workers employed has directly 
decreased." This is clearly 
the situation today. What we 
see today is a growing army of 
permanently unemployed, or a 
superfluous labor force. Al
though we haven't the space 
needed here to go into the ques
tion in depth, we feel it im
portant to at least mention the 
line of the CL on this perma
nently unemployed labor force 
and that is that this section 
of the working class is defin
itely not what Marx, Lenin and 
Mao Tsetung speak of as the 
lumpenproletariat. They are 
a part of the working class.

ORGANIZED LABOR

Even in the organized 
sections of the labor move
ment the national minorities 
get the back end of the paddle. 
We can see that in the major 
skilled and highly bribed jobs 
there sure few blacks or other 
national minorities. In the 
trades unions, from the car
penters to the printers, na
tional minorities are a small, 
nearly invisible force. This 
total system of white chau
vinism has turned the national 
minority workers into a revo
lutionary vanguard, Just as 
imperialism has brought about 
the conditions in the colonies 
for national liberation strug
gles. "But not only has the 
bourgeoisie forged the weapons 
that bring death to itself; it 
has also called into existence 
the men who are to wield those 
weapons-the modern working 
class-the proletarians." K.
Marx and Frederick Engels, The 
Communist Manifesto.

The national minorities 
have forced the Anglo-American 
working class to face-the is
sue of the liberation of the 
colonial peoples. Within the 
U.S. the revolutionary spirit 
has been brought to the work
ing class through the struggles 
for liberation of the Negro 
Nation (civil rights movement, 
Watts, etc.) and the determin
ed struggles of the Vietnamese 
people for their liberation 
(the War in Vietnam). These 
issues have awakened the U.S. 
working class and unmasked 
the morbid face of U.S. imper
ialism. "The Afro-American 
struggle is not only a struggle 
waged by the exploited and op
pressed black people for free
dom and emancipation, it is 
also a new clarion call to all 
the exploited and oppressed 
people of the United States to 
fight against the barbarous 
rule of the monopoly capitalist 
class." Mao Tsetung.

All revolutionary people 
within the U.S. must see that 
we have to defend the interests 
of the national liberation 
struggles and we have to under
stand that "the evil system of 
colonialism and imperialism a- 
rose and throve with the en
slavement of Negroes and the 
trade in Negroes, and it will 
surely come to its end with 
the complete emancipation of 
the black people." Mao Tsetung. 
And also, "The contradiction 
between the black masses in 
the U.S. and U.S. ruling circles 
is a class contradiction. On
ly by overthrowing the reac
tionary rule of the U.S. mono
poly capitalist class and de
stroying the colonialist and 
imperialist system can the 
black people in the U.S. win 
complete emancipation. The 
black masses and the masses of 
white working people in the 
United States share common in
terests and have common objec
tives to struggle for. There
fore, the Afro-American strug
gle is winning sympathy and 
support from increasing numbers 
of white working people and 
progressives in the U.S.. The 
struggle of the black people in 
the U.S. is bound to merge with

the American workers' movement, 
and this will eventually end 
the criminal rule of the U.S. 
monopoly capitalist class."
Mao Tsetung.

Inside the labor union 
and the labor movement in gen
eral the capitalists are using 
their labor misleaders Meany, 
Woodcock, Bridges, etc. to at
tempt to rally the workers a- 
round a narrow fascist program. 
Unions are losing not only on 
contracts, but also on the size 
of their unions, each year the 
union memberships shrink. To
day the labor unions are pro
capitalist and controlled by 
the capitalists. The capital
ists are trying to narrow the 
unions in two ways; number wise 
and program wise (restricting 
to a narrow economist outlook). 
Our job is to broaden the 
struggles and broaden the u- 
nions to deal with the politi
cal issues facing the class as 
a whole. We must develop a 
revolutionary approach, and 
that begins with the defense 
of the national minorities, in 
the U.S. and the colonial peo
ples throughout the world. We 
must move from this position 
in the unions, and clearly 
base ourselves with the most 
exploited and oppressed. Our 
strength lies in the unitv of 
the class.

THE FIGHT FOR THE U-
NITY OF THE CLASS

We are Marxists, therefore 
we are dialectical materialists. 
Dialectics teaches us that we 
cannot look at any thing one- 
sidedly. We have so far only 
viewed the growing revolution
ary section and a backward re
actionary section of the class. 
We see a sharp division inside 
the working class. The split 
in the working class movement 
is represented on the one hand 
by the growing revolutionary 
national minorities, and on the 
other hand by the highly bribed 
reactionary section of skilled 
workers, and working bosses.
This highly bribed section of 
the class is the imperialists' 
training ground for the labor 
traitors, and scabs. In the 
report Split in the Working 
Class Movement it states, "The 
ruling class of the imperialist 
countries uses the colonies to 
make themselves richer and to 
bribe the lower classes." Lenin 
says, "Modem (20th century) 
imperialism created a monopolist 
privileged position for certain 
advanced countries and on this 
basis throughout the whole of 
the second international a type 
of labor traitor, opportunist 
and social chauvinist who cham
pions the interests of his 
craft, of his stratum of the 
aristocracy of labor." Lenin 
showed clearly that because 
the imperialists were making 
super profits off the colonies 
they could bribe certain sec
tions of their own working 
class. From this section of 
the class they get their fas
cist agents, spies, and labor 
traitors.

These labor misleaders 
push a strong line of chauvin
ism, male supremacy, and Gomp- 

(cont. on p.12)
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Labor ... (cont. from p.6)

erism (unions as business part
ners with big business), etc.. 
The unions have been turned 
from a reserve of the working 
class to a reserve of the cap
italist class. From unions 
that were anti-capitalist to 
unions today that are pro-cap
italist, and opposed to the 
unity of the working class.
This was accomplished through 
this bribe and a trained sec
tion of misleaders. The im
perialists have temporarily 
disoriented the labor movement, 
but this has been done on their 
ability to extend their bribe 
and keep the workers divided 
and competing.

Large sections of the 
working class are losing the 
bribe and as a result are be
coming more revolutionary. Wit
ness the ever increasing number 
of strikes, the Longshoremen, 
the telephone workers, rail
road workers, etc.. The work
ing class is in motion. They 
can see that the future isn't 
bright under capitalism.

UNITY COMES FROM
STRUGGLE; BUILDING
A COMMUNIST PARTY
IS OUR TASK

Unity in such a divided 
class can only came from the 
uniting of the advanced work
ers, winning over the middle 
and isolating the reactionary 
sections. In order to fulfill 
this task we must build a 
strong party, a Leninist Party. 
The report Split in the Work
ing Class explains that to de- 
feat the capitalists inside 
or outside of the labor move
ment we must destroy the bour
geois influence. "To destroy 
the hold of the bourgeoisie's 
agents, the labor lieutenants 
whose base is the labor aris
tocracy, on the working class 
movement, we need to attack 
from a strong organized base, 
led by a Marxist-Leninist Com
munist Party, both within the 
trade union movement and among 
the oppressed, unorganized and 
unemployed. The question now 
is how to use our work in the 
labor movement to build a Com
munist Party. The answer is 
basically the path of Lenin in 
forming the Bolshevik party in 
Russia. In 1895, Lenin united 
study circles or revolutionary 
study-action collectives into 
the St. Petersburg League of 
Struggle for the Emancipation

of the Working Class. Lenin's 
proposal to these groups for 
tying Marxism-Leninism to the 
working class movement was to 
"pass from the propaganda of 
Marxism among a few politically 
advanced workers who gathered 
in the propaganda circles to 
political agitation among the 
broad masses of the working 
class on issues of the day." 
(History of the CPSU, p.16-17) 
This is our task. This is the 
basis from which to begin unit
ing the working class struggle. 
The fight for unity, the fight 
for liberation cannot be won 
without a Communist party.
Stalin talked about the lack 
of a party, "There have been 
no decisive battles as yet, if 
only for the reason that there 
have not seen any mass, genuine
ly Bolshevik parties, capable 
of leading the proletariat to 
dictatorship.; Without such 
parties, decisive battle for 
dictatorship are impossible un
der the conditions of imperial
ism. .The decisive battles in 
the West still lie ahead." 
(Stalin, Vol. 6, p. 295)

We must build a party and 
we must unite the class. How
ever, there is one major enemy 
standing in our path. Standing 
between us and victory is the 
arch agent of the bourgeoisie, 
the Communist Party, U.S.A..
The CPUSA continues to call it
self a Communist party and in 
this way fools alot of people. 
But, if you leek at the policies 
of this party you see that they 
aren't revolutionary in the 
least. In the labor movement 
they are purely economists and 
side with the reactionary union 
leadership, not with the work
ers. They don't fight for the 
unity of the class, as a matter 
of fact they refuse to work 
with the unorganized and the 
unemployed. They are out and 
out white chauvinists. What 
kind of a revolutionary commu
nist would refuse to work among 
the most revolutionary sections 
of the working class?! Only 
the traitorous, lazy, CPUSA 
would have the unmitigated gall 
to call itself communist while 
collaborating with the imperial
ists. Once the revisionists 
are cleared away the road will 
be opened for unity within the 
class and the possibility of 
revolution.

Y.C.L. Formed In 
San Francisco

A Young Communist League 
(YCL) was recently formed in 
the San Francisco Bay area, 
by a group of revolutionary 
youth, for the purpose of edu
cating and organizing the 
working class youth in their 
struggle for socialism.

The task of the YCL is 
to recruit the most advanced 
of the working class youth, 
and to arm them with the 
theory of Marxism-Leninism.

History has proven that 
the working class can only 
free itself when it had the 
theory of Marx and Lenin to 
guide it. Thousands of mili
tant youth all over the U.S. 
have fought bravely against 
the war in Southeast Asia and 
the fascist terror of the U.S. 
imperialists at home. But 
to fight is not enough. We 
must study the Marxist les
sons of past revolutions.
Study, while we fight because 
without a revolutionary the
ory, without a clear direction, 
our fight against capitalism 
can never win with the vic
tory of the working class.

The Sari Francisco YCL 
calls upon all honest revolu
tionary youth to join us in 
the struggle against capital
ism and for socialism, a 
workers society.

For further information 
contacts

San Francisco YCL
P.0. Box 40841
San Francisco, Cal. 94140

Chicago (cont. from p.8)

out the city. This does not 
mean phoney organizations like 
the Woodlawn or West Side or
ganizations that operate on 
government pay-offs and sell 
out the people. This means or
ganizations that are willing 
to fight against these and e- 
very other kind of fascist at
tack being waged on the people. 
It means organizations that are 
led by a revolutionary Commu
nist Party of the working class 
that is committed to the task 
of smashing the rotten capital
ist system which forces people 
to live in the streets.

The government's plans to 
build decent housing for work
ing people in Chicago have pro
duced nothing but "low-cost" 
housing that starts at $210.00 
a month. This farce in itself 
should convince everyone that 
there will be no decent housing 
for working people (who build 
the housing) until the capi
talists who finance housing for 
a profit are knocked from power 
and socialism is established.
In a socialist country, housing 
is not built to make money or 
profit but solely to provide 
decent living conditions for 
the working class.
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