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Hearst Kidnapping-

l e f t '  T e r ro r  A id s  F a s c is t D riv e

The recent kidnapping of 
Patricia Hearst, daughter of the 
newspaper tycoon, Randolph 
Hearst, by the Simbionese Libe
ration Army (SLA) has invited 
an upsurge in fascist attacks 
on the working class and the 
revolutionary movement. Though 
b o m  out of the spontaneous re
sistance of the working class 
against the fascist drive, the 
Hearst kidnapping is being used 
by the imperialists to help 
lay the ideological base for 
fascism. Although we do not 
condemn the use of terror at 
certain periods of time in 
the revolutionary struggle, un
der present conditions it be
comes a tool that the imperial
ists can use in their interests. 
While "tightening up” the state 
■apparatus, they want to isolate 
the revolutionary movement 
from the working class and 
then smother the revolutionary 
movement, ©specially the 
Marxist-Leninists in that 
movement,

It was in an atmosphere 
of increasing repression that 
the kidnapping took place. In 
the San Francisco Bay Area the 
bourgeois attacks against the 
working class have been getting 
more and more violent. In Ja
nuary at San Francisco school 
board meetings where members 
of the Nazi Party were present, 
the police attacked not the 
fascist Nazi Party members, but 
rather the people who demanded 
that the Nazis leave the 
meeting. The San Francisco 
police also "escorted" the Nazi 
party members from the meeting 
to supposedly "protect" them!
The issue at these school board 
mset5,ngs was how to integrate 
the lan Francisco schools and 
the Nazis were there to make it 
clear that they did not wha to 
see the schools integrated.

Also in January after a » 
series of killings in San Fran
cisco and Oakland of some six 
people in two weeks, police and 
the bourgeois press launched an 
attack against the Negro nation
al minority community, By 
claiming that the suspects in 
the killings were Negro national 
minority, police engaged in an 
all-out search in the Negro 
national minority communities 
and the bourgeois press constant
ly tried to divide the Negro 
national minority and Anglo- 
American sections of the working 
class.

The "kidnapping" of the 
Atlanta "Constitution" editor,
Reg Murphy, followed fast on the 
heels of the Hearst kidnapping. 
These have allowed the bour
geoisie through the mass media 
to wage a full scale propaganda 
campaign to try to unite the 
working class in sympathy for 
Patricia Hearst and Reg Murphy; 
and to discredit any grouping 
that claims to be revolutionary. 
The working class as a whole 
does not support the SLA and 
' is saying that it does not 
want day food "tinged with

blood". On the other hand, 
the worsening conditions that 
the working class is .being 
.forced to live under have called 
forth thousands of people to 
stand in line for the meagre 
amounts of food that are being 
handed out.

Rep. Ichord, head of the 
Internal Security Comm., said
that the kidnappings indicated 
that the FBI needed much more 
authority and power to be able 
to track down the terrorists,
He called for a crack down on 
all "Marxist-Leninist" organi
sations, even though the kid
napping of Murphy supposedly 
came from the "right". (The 
bourgeois press said later that 
the Murphy kidnapping had no 
’political motivation,) This 
shows that the imperialists are 
no fools. They know that they 
must destroy the Marxist-Lenin
ist organizations which are 
becoming more and more entrench
ed in the working class.

What has been the response 
by the bourgeoisie in the Bay 
Area to the Hearst kidnapping?
A Negro national minority 
teacher .in San Francisco was 
arrested during the protest at 
the school board and is now on 
trial for supposedly "inciting 
to riot". At the first distri
bution of free food that the SLA 
directed Randolph Hearst to 
carry out, the food was literal*”' 
ly thrown at the workers. In 
Fast Oakland where most of the 
people receiving food were 
Negro national minority the 
people responded by throwing the 
food back and immediately the 
police moved in full fore® to 
attack those who were protest
ing, The people tried to resist 
these attacks and as a result 
during that afternoon and even
ing the police pstro ed the 
streets, harnessed the youth and 
blocked off a section of one 
of East Oakland’s main streets. 
The working class in the Bey 
.Area is living in constant 
fear of further police attacks.

It is obvious that the 
actions of the SLA have hurt 
the revolutionary movement in 
the USWA. They have set the 
working class up for increased 
repression and are being used 
to try to divorce the revolu
tionary movement from the 
working class. The history of 
the revolutionary struggle is 
filled with many organisations 
such as the SLA, The errors 
of one such organization, Narod- 
naya Voly% are pointed out in 
the History of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union 
(Bolsheviks) Short Course:

"The method of combating 
tsardom chosen by the Narodniks, 
namely, by the assasination of 
individuals, by individual 
terrorism, was wrong and detri
mental to the revolution, The 
policy of individual terrorism 
was based on the erroneous 
Narodnik. theory of active ; 
*rhe‘fdee * ' fend a paaSiVe ♦mob1,
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Southeast Asia

Imperialists
Plot to 
Expand War

The guns of war continue 
to thunder throughout Southeast 
Asia, Their thunder continues 
because the forces of revolu
tion in Southeast Asia are mak
ing tremendous advances, and 
the forces of imperialism are 
making a frenzied struggle to 
cling to the territories that 
they have seized. The Provi
sional Revolutionary Government 
in Vietnam and the People’s 
Armed Forces in Cambodia are 
scoring victory after victory 
against the imperialist forces. 
They are gaining these victories 
because of their broad support 
from the peoples in their home
lands, The puppet regimes and 
mercenary armies are no match 
for the advancing armed peoples 
of Southeast Asia,

The USNA imperialists will 
not sit idly by.and watch their 
puppets toppled by the peoples 
of Southeast Asia, We must re
member that "Imperialism is the 
•most barefaced exploitation and 
the most inhuman oppression of 
hundreds of millions of people 
inhabiting vast colonies and 
dependent countries. The pur
pose of this oppression is to 
squeeze out super profits," (1 ) 
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Terror
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which awaited exploits from 
the ‘heroes'. This false 
theory maintained that it is 
only outstanding individuals 
who make history, while the 
masses, the people, the class, 
the ‘mob*, as the Narodnik 
writers contemptuously 
called them, are incapable of 
conscious, organized activity 
and can only blindly follow 
the 'heroes *. For this reason 
the Narodniks abandoned mass 
revolutionary work among the 
peasantry and working class and
changed to individual terror
ism. .«.

"By these assassinations 
of individual representatives 
of the class of exploiters, 
assassinations that were of no 
benefit to the revolution, the 
.Narodniks diverted the attent
ion of the working people from 
t*ne struggle against that class 
as a whole. They hampered the 
^eVeYopment of The' revolutionary 
initiative and'activity of the 
wo r king Vl“a ss" 'and t he ’ Yeas an try.

"The Narodniks -prevented 
the working class from under
standing its leading role in 
tnY revolution and retarded 
the creation of an independent 
T>s.rty~oi the working olass.Tr

Today we are also in 
the process of building an 
independent party of the work
ing class. It is clear from 
the history of the struggle 
to build a revolutionary move
ment that it cannot be success
fully ’waged by a group of iso
lated individuals. This strug
gle must be based on the orga
nization of the working class 
to fight as one army against 
the bourgeoisie. The bourgeois
ie is organized. It has the 
state - the government and 
the military - under its control 
and will continue to crush us 
as long as our class is unor
ganized.

We want to reemphasize that 
terror is a tactic that can be 
used in the struggle. But 
"Terror can never be a regu
lar military operation; at best 
it can only serve as one of 
the methods employed in a 
decisive assault«" (1) We 
do not want to belittle the 
"significance of heroic indi
vidual blows", however, the 
actions of the SLA are not 
those of heroes of the working 
class, but of people who are 
isolated from and contemptuous 
of the working class.

The key to stop the grow
ing fascist repression is 
not kidnapping relatives of the 
capitalists, but building a 
united front against fascism 
and a Communis t party to lead 
the united front. Then and 
only then will we be able to 
abolish capitalism itself once 
and for all.

1) Lenin, "Where to Begin", 
Selected Works. One Volume,
Int’l Pub,.,. N. 1., 1971, p. 39.

United Front
Cont. from p. 3 

ie is using many methods to 
channel the outrage of the 
working class away from the 
capitalist class and lay the 
ideological base for fascism. 
The membership of exotic cults 
has risen tremendously. Exor
cism, a throwback to the igno
rance of the Middle Ages, is 
gaining wide popularity, as 
well as, other mystical cults.
'And not only are fundamental 
religious groups, such as,
Billy Graham's and Oral Roberts 
booming, but the more tradi
tional churches like the Homan 
Catholic, the Methodist, 
Presbyterian and so on, are 
experiencing a revival as 
well.' (U.S. News. 2/25/71*)

We also see that "illegal" 
vigilante groups are mush
rooming in number. Set up to 
fight the "crime" which the 
bourgeoisie says is the Acausef' 
of everyone's problems, they 
are the beginnings of fascist 
storm troops - organized "ille
gal" terror. Many police de
partments are paying the 
expenses of these volunteers. 
Detroit has appropriated 
$30,000 and New York City has 
budgeted $2.5 million to pay 
volunteers for the year ending 
June 30. (U.S, News, 2/h/lk)

In addition, the mass 
media is playing up the nostal
gia of the 1950's and earlier, 
bringing out movies like 
"American Graffiti" and records 
that remind people of the "good 
old days". And new TV shows 
are being added* such as, the 
"Waltons" and "Apple’s Way" 
to dull the revolutionary 
potential of the working class.

But the "good old days" 
that the imperialists talk of 
are their good old days. The 
"good old days" of the ’work
ing class are mass unemploy
ment, sweatshops and lynch mobs

Dimitroff warns us that 
"Whoever does not fight the 
reactionary measures of the 
bourgeoisie and the growth of 
fascism at these preparatory 
stages is not in a. position to 
•prevent the victory of fascism, 
but, on the contrary, facili-- 
. totes' that victory. T('Dimitroff 
Georgi, United Front Against 
Fascism, New Century Publishers 
New York, p. 9) Comrades, 
though we find ourselves in a 
period of revolutionary ebb, 
the objective conditions say 
that we must redouble our 
efforts to build s Communist 
Party of a new type and at 
the same time build a united 
front of the ’working class 
against fascism.

What exactly is the .united 
front? It is a loosely knit 
coalition of organization s x̂ ho 
,are united solely on the basis 
to stop fascism. It is com
posed of both the trade unions 
and the popular front, organi
zations ’which the working class 
belongs to that are not based 
In the plants (organizations 
such as the NAACP, PUSH, MAPA, 
La Rasa Unida, etc.). These 
two elements, the trade unions
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and the popular front, must be 
joined into a united front 
of the working class. The 
organizations within the 
united front call upon each 
other for support in their 
struggles against fascist 
assaults, e.g., when a strike is 
called in one plant or indus
try, a general strike may be 
called through the unioed 
front. The united front is 
unity of action.

The united front is not a 
mass labour party; it does not 
have an extensive program. It 
would be very difficult for us 
to play a part in the building 
of such a party at this period 
of time. A labour party must 
be based on organizations of 
labour and the sell-out of 
the labour aristocracy makes 
this impossible at this time.

In the USNA we must build 
a united front from below.
What does this mean concretely? 
In the 1930’s in Europe there 
were many working class parties 
who ail had formed or had 
linked to them trade unions.. 
Thus, in building a united 
front there at that time the 
political parties pledged to 
support each other end the 
trade unions were immediately 
drawn into the coalition. 
However, we have no working 
class parties presently in the 
USNA and the trade unions are 
tied to the bourgeoisie through 
the union mis-leaders. Thus, 
it is impossible for us to 
build a united front from the 
top.

This means that we must 
enter the working class organi
zations and trade unions from • 
below and push them into joint 
anti.-fascist struggle. We 
must carry on careful analysis 
of where the working class is 
to know which organisations 
are key, which organisations 
are composed of the sections 
of the working class which are 
going to be first and hardest 
hit by the fascist assauJt.
We must dig deeper into the most 
revolutionary sections of the 
class.

Fascism will not bo defeat
ed by the unity of the "left" 
movement in its present state 
of isolation from the working 
class. Through our factory 
nuclei and community fractions 
the united front must be quick
ly shifted from the "unity" 
of the "left" to the revolution
ary movement of the working 
class.

When we call for a Commu
nist Party and a United Front, 
we do not mean that the Party 
will be built out of the united 
front. These are two separate 
tasks that we must carry on 
simultaneously. As Communists 
we must participate in and lead 
the united front to first 
defeat the fascist offensive 
and then pass over to the 
offensive, to overthrow the 
basis of fascism, capitalism, 
and establish the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. The goal 
of the anti-fascist struggle is 
just that - against fascism. It

Cont. on p. 11
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