Ninth Party Convention Discussion

Steuben Challenge Sh

John Steuben’s challenge to the
section organizers to recruit 20 new
members to the Communist Party
by the:time of the national con-
vention clearly reflects the. change
| which is taking place in our con-
ception of the character of the
work of our section organizers. In
other words, this challenge comes
from an actual understanding of

the role of the section organizer
not as an office man but as an
outstanding figure and a genuine
political influence, a real leader
and organizer in his community.
If section organizers throughout
the country accept the challenge
and seriously attempt to carry
through this proposal it will help
to orientate them towards their
real tasks indicated by the new
tsctical line of the Communist

Part .
Past Work

My formal acceptance of this
challenge, therefore, comes after
due consideration of the whole
field of possibilities for recruitment
and of the tasks of our Party on
the South Side of Chicago at the
present time. This means an an-
alysis of our experiences in the
united front in the recent past and
a clear conception of otwr political
perspectives in this connection must
be worked out, in order for us fo
be able to say exactly what ex-
pectation we can have for recruit-
ing by the Party membership in
and particularly by sec-
tion functionaries.
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Party was smashed not only in the |
direction of the masses of work-
ers but also on the side of the
middle-classes who were aroused
by the: police brutality into protest
and active participation in the|
Committee for the Aid of Ethiopia. |
This $ame united front on the|
Ethiopian issue was continued on |
a broader basis in the Chicago%
Society for the Aid of " Ethiopia
which ‘was recently ‘able to bring |
together some oustanding leaders |
and organizations among the Ne- |
gro people, hold & mass meeting |
for Lij Zaphiro, Ethiopian repre- |
sentative. This meeting was at- |
tended. by 4,000 people.

The ‘united: front of a similarly
broad ' charatter has also been
formed around the issue for free-
dom for Herndon and has led to
the arrangemént of large mass
meetings and to the establishment
of the struggle on a- broad ‘mass
base. Likewise the work for a cul-
tural ‘center on the South Side
with various cultural organizations
participating, including the Inter-
national Workers Order, drew new
groups together to work for the
development of Negro culture.

Overcoming Sectarianism

These movements have not been
sufficiéntly consolidated, however,
as to bring out their greatest pos-
sibilities, because the Party did not
sufficiéntly combine this work with
the struggle against sectarianism
and the education of the party
membeérship in the spirit of the
united! front. This meant that at’
the our ‘upited front ac-

beginning
tivities wefe in the main confinet
to the:leading comrades of the sec-
tion with the Party membership in-

By HARRY HAYWOOD (Chicago)

ows Changed Methods in Party Activities |

STATEMENT OF HUDSON COUNTY (N. J.) SECTION ORGANIZER the Party and tHe new tactical

. ‘As an erample of how mass recruiting can be done, I will recruit
fifty Party members by the time of the Ninth Communist Party
National Convention, or one for cach worker recruited by the rest of

the section membership.

In order to do this, I havc relieved myself of 75 per cent of the
inner Party Meetings to which I have been compelled to give attention

untd now.

To set free the energy of the section organizer and other leading

comrades, it will be mecessary to
inngr Party organization and to

strengther. the machinery of the
develop teal collective leadership.

Weekly consultations, therefore, will be held with all unit organ-
izers. Further, the section erecutive committee has apportioned fuller
organizational responsibility among all section ezecutive committee
members. - A list of five new party members who must be developed
in leading- work has also been drawn up!

‘I recommend, in order to assst Party members to find time for
recruiting, that at each unit meeting a system be established to re-
lieve a certain number of comrades of the unit of all routine work for
that week. This work of the members specially elected as “recruiters”
shall be taken over for that week voluntarily by other members of the
unit. In this way we can be assured that ALL Party members will
carry on recruiting. This does not 'hgean that during the rest of the
month, all others shall feel relieved of the duty of recruiting. This
method is merely proposed as an added stimulus to intensify recruit-

ing. Further, those members so

selecied shall carry om recruiting

among specially selected workers through methods decided upon by
the unit, among which can be newspaper and literature distribution,

ete.

.In order to carry out my pledge of ﬁltﬁ members I have in mind

definite organizational perspectives in organizing new units and new
shop nuclei. In order to fulfill these organizational objectives, lists of
jorty and twenty workers who are progressive, in three shops, have
been made up. Among these workers I will ¢arry on that type of work
best calculated to win them, such as Sunddy Worker routes, sale and
distribution of literature, constant personal contact with the best of

them.

I will gladly agree to assist any Party

member in. this task of re-

cruiting, by carrying on work among his prospects with him, these

protpect: to go to the credit of the Party meniber whom I have helped.

L. ANDREWS.

"issues around which
could be mobilized for

to further withdraw from the
workersi and thcir to
lost contact with them completely,

and a ¢ to te revo-
lutionary phrase-mongering for
patient | day-to-day work among
the masses and their organizations.
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| line of the Communist Interna-
tional.
National Negro Congress

The membership is absorking the
lessons of its united front experi-
ences guided by the line of the
Seventh Congress of the Commu-
nist International and is being
drawn more and more into united
front activity. The result is a new
spirit in the units. «The hig new |
ward units are divided into squads |
which are Being sent into work in
| churches, Parent-Teachers Associa-
tions, Republican and Demog¢ratic
clubs and so forth. In the course
of all this the prestige of our lead-
ers increases. Results for me per- '
sonally have been a widening circle
of acquaiptances with non-Party |
persons among whom I am'con-
fident there are a number who
could be recruited into the Party.|
We must learn to make the most |
of this prestige not only for effect- |
ing contacts for united front strug-
gles but in addition to build the
Daily Worker and to build our

In this connection I must speak |
particularly of the effects already |
to be felt from the work so far in|
preparation for the National Negro |
Congress. Here we can see | most |
vividly the essential change in our‘
the new forms -which |
for Negro liberation progresses on
the South Sfe and nationally.

Trade Union Committee

'Preparations for the National

Z

egrq Congress locally have| been |
a unifying force in the affairs on |
the South Side and have done ;much |

B

| nist League has had difficulties in

| among the Negro youth. Up until |

Side. They are discussing the ques-
tion of serious consideration of the |
unionization problem in the Con-
gress and in addition the problem
of reaching other locals for dele-‘
gates. It is clear that in the Con- {
gress the basis will be laid for a
broad Labor- Committee which will |
be a tremendous aid in bringing
the trade union movement to Ne-
groes on the South Side. |

Work With Youth
Then again, the Young Commu-

effecting a real broad united front

the movement for the Congress |
was launched, only the most pro- |
gressive sections of. the Negro |
youth could be aroused to any con- |
sistent struggle for their needs. |
Why was this? Because we did
not develop forms which the Ne-
gro youth conuld. accept as their
own; scope for their initiative,
stimulus to activity were lacking
in our sectarian approach. How-
ever, the youth movement in con- |
nection with the National Negro!
Congress is shown, locally to be |
the form which the Negro youth!
will accept as their own. The |
youth leaders and their clubs, |
churches, YM.CA.s and so forth
are rapidly being drawn together
by the Youth Committee of the
Congress. The youth are actively
working for the Congress. This
movemert certainly will not stop
at the Congress but will lead to
something permanent.

The leaders of the movement for
the Aid of Ethiopia are coming into
movement and
will no doubt lead to the strength-
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