THE BRITISH
EMPIRE

COMMUNIST
CONFERENCE

By WILLIAM Z. FOSTER

In rowpon, from February 26 to
March 4, the Communist Parties of
the British Empire met to con-
sider the vast problems confronting
their many peoples. Present were 28
delegates, coming from 12 countries,
from all over the far-lung Empire,
from Australia, Cyprus, Canada, In-
dia, Malaya, Palestine, Ceylon, South
Africa, Burma, North Ireland and
Great Britain.

The conference was held in the
well-known Beaver Hall, headquar-
ters of the Hudson Bay Company,
and the prevailing frigid weather,
with the delegates wearing their over-
coats, was reminiscent of the fur
trapping business of this celebrated
corporation. Within a few blocks of
the Hall are the Mansion House, the
Bank of England and many other in-
stitutions famous in Empire history.
And close by is the heavily bombed
arc:; surrounding St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral.

THE CRISIS OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE

The British Empire compriss
(with mandated countries) almog
600 million people, about one-fourth
of the population of the world. Of
these great masses only about 70 mil
lions (in Great Britain and the four
Dominions of Canada, Australia
New Zealand and South Africa) are
self-governing. The rest are in Brit
ish-dominated colonies and man
dated territories. The great Empire,
the biggest ever built by man, holds
vast possessions in all the continens
of the earth. And the proud boast
of the British imperialists has long
been that the sun never sets on this
tremendous political system stretch-
ing, as it does, around the world.

For over two hundred years Great
Britain raled the world. Its imperial
ist traders and conquerors seized ter-
ritories here and there pretty much as
they saw fit; its industrialists led the
industrial revolution and made Brit-
ain “the workshop of the world”;
its Navy dominated the seven seas
and bade defiance to all rivals. The
British imperialists believed they
were indeed firmly established as the
world’s rulers for ages to come.

But now this great Empire is in
deep crisis. Economic and political
forces are now at work that are tear-
ing away its very foundations. The
purpose of the Empire Conference
was to analyze this crisis and to indi-
cate ways for the many peoples of the
Empire to avoid even greater hard-
ships than they are now enduring
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