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]’N many respects the British gen-

eral st;lke was a victory for the
working cluss. ‘The Baidwin govern-
ment was forced to retreat from its
autocratic position and to resume ne-
gotlatlons with the unions. The mine
owners weres compelled to withdraw
their lockout notices.
the industry wlll be continued. The
program of wage reductions has been
practically knocked on the head. The
ruling class of Great Britain has been
taught a new lesson of the power of
the workers. The material victory of
the workers would have been far
groater had it not bsen that the Mc-
Donalids, Thomanes, and others fo tha
right wing leaders were able to slough
off half of the victory over the con-
ferance table with Baldwin.

But the reAl victory of thé workers
was in the fact that the general strike
actually took place. At the head of
the trade unjons and labor party, oc-
cupylng the ke¢y positions in the Brit-
ish labor movemant, are a powerful
group of right wing ilpaders, such as
McDonald, Ciy¥ue, Hénderson, Thomas,
ot al. These man, in senson and out,
are ddesperate and unscrupulous ene-
mies of the whole concéptlon of the
géneral strike. The fact that this
great strike could bw develops#d in
sDite of them indicates batter thap
auything elae the rapidly growlng solt-
darity and revolutionary spirit of the
Britlah working class. Thesge right
wing lqdorl betrayed the workers in
1921, by blocking the proposed strike
of the Triple Alllance In support of
th& miners. Thoay would have done
the wsame thing this time had they
had thal power. But the magses, driv-
en onward by the hard economie con-
dltions: and capibly led by the British
Mingr{ty,..Movement, could not be
stived. The great sirike took pimce
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in spite of the right wing leaders.
The most the latter could do was to
check its militant spirit and to throw
away the best part of the victory at
the settlement conference.

The strike will/have profound after
effects. Undoubstedly it will lead to a
great left wing development all over
|the world. Fwven the conservative
American trade union movement will
not escape ity rewivifying effects. Es-
pecinlly deep will be its conseguences
in England. Clas# antagonisms will
bs sharpened, andthe ¢lass conscious-
ness of the workers will Increase.
Soon tha situstion:will boll up to a
| 8till Xreater wocial outburst. Inslde
of the labor movemuant the fight of the
left wing againstithe right wing for
leadership of th¢smasses will be In-
tansified. Even as graphlcally as the |

Black Friday betrayal in 1921, this
great strike has sllown that a militant
struggle by thg workers of Great Brit.
aln is impowsibla 80 long as such men
ns MacDonald and Thomas occupy key
podltions in the labor movement. Aftar
this historic struggle the Britigh trade |
unions will move still more to thg left.
With their Russian brothers, the Brit.
Ish workers will more and more take
ths leadership of the revolutionary |
mmovement of the world.
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