
\ 

Dear Jea:1: 

On0-Ml! l'lilliun ?no;;le cu~ on tl'::: rrt!'ee_ts· 1n ·?ar::i;s/ _ 
aa~_ 'tht; -~.11 .. ta-(ves, and t:hie :L1 -:.;hf' 'f!:..., s': gocd ntn . .;a in t'WO -tense· 
vef.:~k.g _ ainoe. eYcryono rro::n the Oo!U:lluniata 1:o ?i'limJ.in ~~re -u~!lying 
p~l~ t,._os -.and only the- count_er;-z:oevolu.:t1pn -in Algeria, ·1n CorSica 
and- in l'ranae 1 tz~~}.f' ,_ 'ths.t whici-:. ht1aded _by d.e Gs.ul.ls aot1ng _ ·:··-
·seri_ou.sly • atri. Yin() :ror po~er· 3 la Hi. tle:r. . 

·r- __ .<'... le it ·toe late--h"lVO 10 year·a ·of' Corn.mun:.st-Soo1a~1st 
t!h1a~t1ng of·tho maeees 1 desil"n _:t~or a. nt1'1.1i ~oo:l.ct~ .takOri its to'll 
nnd:_-:ds ~aull"e lJ:i,.l_ :t•c.n.ch power nE"~vorthBl_i;ss? 

·-
··----~ ~In any oasa it !E; n cinch euch ql.lP.stions ar_e·~-ri~t·-:. _ .-

__ 4tdo1.d9d 1.n pnrl1an:ien.tary t'J."~l.l.tLbut on ~b~ Gtl"aats cmd _on.J,~r·ma:_e-_9 
sot1on· (fan pO~h!i~ly prevont Jlhe 1nav1 tnbl.e bourgBoia move to ·. 

· tasci_am, l"i~._th l\oa~'"1oa s~il1ng tJn n la Ei snnt•to-"ei' t-<1t~o h::1a alroady 
1 rifoi~m.ad u.~ today 'th~ t "I 111-'..e do t'h-i.ullP.. 11 

·. Thfl f'n.td o.t' Europe has nfJVer. bae(1 moro at g·t;n,k~ Gince 
19~9--nnd 11' you oo~ld at nll ,l.'l!"i te us p.n on-tho-6~-::ot rt~i)Ol'"t 
-1 t ··vould be graat not only in' 1nf'orwinf.!: the .:1mex•1Can work~r·e-, .but 
prnpn':"i!" •. g c0lidt<!r1 ty aet1-c:n, to 1.':'"~-::.n.t.:::vct" lim1 ted extent 'th~t is · 
p08_e:iblo <:~hen you arc a.;:; -rev nc ·-·H'! aPe, t'at~ tho:; ovcntus11 t:1.es ·_ 
tha-: ti+-e !JUr~ t:o keep- en d.1~v~lo;:.ing in tlw no:t:t :fe~:: o:oit!OuJ~ 
t~9el~a and montha. 

I :ion 1 t k11o~.,· \".-h~thr?r I i'l!o-J15_ s<?nt ·you proviou.al:r 
a copy of' thf'- r;;mall ,_,.••.)ztltA!1a 1 na·;isp.;;p.G:r• t!1:tt I a:n nov oo::-:.no'O'trn\ 
'f-1 th 11 N~HS & U·~'I'1'£RS, but 1 ~Hmt you on..:: undl:ll"!!C:pnrate covnr-. no·~-1, 
and 1n any oacP :.oou \-<oul~ !-mou· tihe !l.Udicnce ! h.'lV'C in"' rn1nc'l. --·· 

'l11e lust 2 t'l~oks ,:?;J ·r:.E¥1'1 <:.=tll bonn liVlilB in -Fr$noe ·,_._ 
bu_t 'i:t ic 3bsolut81J 1mpcs~1blt~ to ha.vP.- ll f'u1.?.. plcturo -t-ih~;n-·-you 
ar:a nOt ph;ys1cal.1.y "thc:re nnd hnvn oont..:;;.ct _'};1-::h l?l'•cnch ~-:orlc._e1"s 1 · 

int,-.,llactuals, !JOel tho npirit. -Ot" ~P<1n~::-:o in ~t'lnl.lral.. LrJ.et ~fH!l<"._, 
I had ·also 't-~t·1 tton to Dam en .tn It2.lY '.Jho hae Cl)n't~ot v.1 'th. a small 
-gr0up·1·n· Fr.·.m.ca c.~.llecl ~~;L"t..~s:nl"l cu 5n!•bq::•ln (n p!!r1od10"t:;l-ir\ 
'\-:hi_cn CLRJ::unee _h.ne· "l hand, b.Y t"rle -r:ay}and Hho ! !ltlEUQml t-wuld. ba:ve 
gone t.o. ·F_r<lnco- ~r.·-_ a.:lr~ -;:!'~t cnn b-3- ilene ror u ~eport s.s '!ta~y sons 
1_~ :foJ:" un.ything this tlo~ioua i."l.!lppun1ng in Ft~~~Ce l"nH.ll;r mo&ns a~l-_ 
OJ. ... ·.-wn·stoni Zurcpe. You get n shutld~1r !)ll.S!3 thuoug,h to you to -:h!n;:: 
"Chat-- ~!Vi_ II oould hnv~~ ha;:pcnnd !lnd gon·J, and nll the r~ZVOlta -· 
1n .tlHJ colonio.;!, ana: thf:' ro.r..s~ vnrt1~2 nntl th1~ ~iW.:l ln!"t ~rnup!.ngs 
and, yot -:e~;!l01r::ra >!ould on'Jt.~ agr::l.n r.,~nt<.1 f' tlw sc~no anu ahead o~ 
the- :-B-Bnclo cm-::1 U'!-US.'5F!. ·..Jor-lC fi~ru;:rg!.Q tcrr- pOl!H"l" t~ig~nr:1.ng of.'(_ 
\rJ .-III. 

I \:_no~.J th1~ !.a ':h.; ti;nu for t1c:1on, not :!'or worde,. 
but· nnl"!.l:,•e1s Oflnnot :;o.:;n11.y 00 r::':)i"<fl1~o:.r~c~ !"rom notivity, a.nct _eo ·1 
r~pP-ut, lf at ~~ll '"-011-S:t.blt:, ·nlor.i'-I~J de wr·l'to at onoe en t:-;e. ei'tuut1on 
~n F'rsnoa. 

You.ra, 
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please, 
Stalinist colleagUes in 

clubbed to death that Timo Magazine 
cop France can boast of. _Thus they went, a r.disciplined" paritde 
peri}lheral acctioils of gros:l-Parie; Without a .single class-consciouS .slogan 
only the o.p. activists yelling "Fascicm wont-pass\" a· yell 
ogUary, -·a yell with no .more revolutionary r6a.lity in it thnn there 
in the rotten souls of. }.~ssrs. K. or l-IOllet. And ·ye'!;..i_ you see, were"-
tho- workers have a.licnated_.their clo.ss-conscioUstib1rS" into the .hands of' co .. IIliiLU1Li•o.t 
& socialist parties and· their union bosses, wera it not !'or th!l.t,-~I 1 d conSider:.'· 
_the abaenco of tho ttorkers "out~on the streets." as a p_ositive, encou=aging·plien-·· 
omenon: it would have meant thnt they refused to endorse capitalist aolutiona 

capital's sako, rofusod to ~ight and Uie for one form of cl.~::;1''~i;:~~~~~~y~~!:~~ 
another --. as they_ so often did in history. It would he.va ~ant _that 
stood ·that, should they fight for tho Fourth Republic against de Gaulle 
lie, there was only ono possible issue: their dead bodieo. Yos, it _would have·, 
been a great exalting thing, wore thoy absont on the streets-by clear deliber
ation. But no, if' they o.ron•t thoro it is not by clear deliberation, it is by 
default. 

\ !1~w, ·uho.t is all that :funs about fasciam'l Whore are the big rightist me.Dsou, 
their o!"ganlcntions, their political parties, thoir crowded rallies? Nover _in -· 
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.· ~odern -hiatOry ot: Frnnca ilave ext~emist -~ightiat movements dwindle-d into nothing-_ 
neas. as it is the case today. Granted," there are always Fascist-minded e.d.venturers, 
but :t_hat1 a what-they are: adventurers. Should they be crazy :enough to..-thillk tba.t·.· ·.
this was tho t1lne-£or--aotion, they. wouldn1 t be_ able_ to muster two' thousand fight- -
ing goons• ifBiaggi, _a Le Pe~Dema.rquet~ are just -p_lain hooligans; .e.ven tod.ay1 s 

_ ~goria didn~Brrt-ot'-tlmrrlCTna;-tHe-fi:rst was arrested there, the two _others· :. '. 
~- · \_.::·- 'were expelled. _manu militari; they are no more representative of' a Fascist nmova::nentn, 

- -·~ in:Fr_mce, than MoCa..~by waS a repl'esOntative of' a-Fascist amovemeiitn in' the'.u.s. · · .-
--~"'"')-- : · _I.et• s leave aside tho question concerning tht;) riature of Fascism, for_ instanCe_ tho · 

. ~ ··· · · ."fact thAt it: springs into being ~ I have in mind Italy· and Gef'many·,. the only_-_ twO:_._ .. . ··« ·."pure" examples of' Fascism.- as_ a _result ·of' national monopolistic capital:.,be1ng-·_-, _. 
'-·,--..c-.,--,-, c.rt.lshed:'into bits under the deadly blow-s ·of' international cartels•. Let•s rather-~ 

con3ider the m3.iri. oequelc of' such a situa.tion, i.e •. the inevit.e.ble-:dislocatiOn-·_of_.-., ·,:. 
f'\ _·.the- State aparatus and the traditioruil bourgooiS--.ine:titutions, which -l.Il turn-cre-ato_s 
- _a soci~l vo2d~ so that wbils .the ruined capitalists desperately try to recapture 
· their lost privileges they !'ind thenlselves facing a _working olG.Ss · wld.ch is -also1 ·_and· 

B.t the sA,me· tima,··bidding !'or power.' It is only when the State, itS armv,_ito 
E2lice, ~t~ who~:- repres_m~_mll.C~l7,6te unabl~ to :cope with a. working cl~s.:" e.Ctu.:
ill:IY'and, Oi:Xfily reachitiB; f'or power, tliat the obJective need arises 'for c.ux2ll.e.ry :-·. 
:r.epressive f'orces: para-military f'ormaticns, regimentation of labor,· destruction.: or 
the parliamentary system, physical and. coral violence,- well -- the vhole .brothel 
o~ b01ilrgeois ethics when the bourgeois become il.f'raid· Yet, Fascism,.,Fascist un-·~ 
rest, ,mobilizing millionS upon millions of people·- workera and pettY· bourgeois_ 
&.like --is liot, and never tras, nnad never will bo, o. project capitol wilL underlako 
lightl?-aartedly. No, capital love, a "order" J and znodern ·"enlightened"_ capita:l-ha.~ri--

- well lee.rnod. an' important lesson, nwnely that it is· f'ar mo!"e prof'itS.ble~o "~of'P' _' 
.. the -working masses :with big unions, better wi.ges, oocial banef'its, etc., t.1iS. .... to 

:fight· it out o~- a gl'obal scale. •• f'or what?. since daY in a.n_d day out th6· workero 
go on. producing ·surplus-value. It cay even bo that capital, in sotnO .of' its tlOr:S 
·stupid quB.rters, thinks. it has solved the l~iddlc; bUt however irrational -_in the 
. lOng run, capital is ·not irrational enough to provoke tjle workine; masses into a 
civil uar contact just f'or tho run o:f' it. For Fascism to bocomo.a reality-inStCad 
o£' being a- ccr:amist political swindle f'or agitation•s sake, f"or 'Fascism to become_ 
a. real soclal living monaco, -there is need :for a.n objectivo, ~e:finito oituation::. · 
the f'alling apart of' the cD.pitaliat traditional State and· the worker:;; 1 conscious 
will to :fight on their own tor:ms f'or a radical, revolullonS.ry transformation ·of'_-· the\ 
Whole social :fabric. Do you know of' such-!?'. situation in France'l Are -Frencli-wor--:
kera bidding now- and here for poWer? \fould you propose - a.Dd i~ yes, on -what- ba.sis · .. 
that French _capital io ··on its kneon and. Fronch state aparatus in -the gut tort Would,. 
you porhaps propose that French capital is on the brink of collapse, and -that the· 
present evonto·· o.re indicative of' o. :;;itua.tion rapidly leading in that diroct_iont 
Well, let• s oee. < Lot• s- oeo if' itl!not rather the contrary~ , 

___ , ••• > -· ~ -·· ·~ '· • ............-•• 

. Fre.nco•.s politico.! institutions have not really chan~ed oinco the birth of: t'ho\• 
~Republic, in 1870• Though am~r.ded, tho Constitution of the Fourth Rap. baa 

.failed: to adjuot itsel:!' to tho new rrevaili}l:g capitalist rclo.tions. The bull: ot:·. ,_;_ 
French.-juridical & politicnl in::stitutions -=:=- still todo.y tunod into reaono.nco -*~1, 
with property relations no thoy cxiotcd unJor compot~tG capitalism. ~s is duo 
to many factors, of which tho moot important and, in tho laat a.no.lyGia, tho dcci!Jivo 
one, _wan tho_J!._~lling o:c..J,mlLdur.ille-·ths-Frenc-h-Ro.volu.tion and, if'- I may Ss:/ so, 

\ the @omisa.-tfon.JoTPrOpcrly ovor the uholo compa::~s of' tho countr"J• Even now. whil~r 
'\ there l"'"ilt.r8mondouo accu.r:rulatlon of ...,.,n.lth a.nd c.apito.l, Frnnco atill ia a.-place /' · 

oi' smll o"'"ll6rt:l, sr.mll shopkecpcra, cmg,ll 1rlddlot:10n• For iusto.nco, thore is one , · 
\ shop-i"'o:c· every IJO in"IDl:bitunta; thougll-therc a.ru trading enterprises that employ r 

\
h\Uldrod:J and avon thousands of' clorfiko~ tho avorago or oaht.r!od omployoc~ per 
businczJIJ (i.e. tra.do) ia 1-1/4, which mottno that from 70 to 80% of' ahopa are ox-; 
~loitod en o. f'a.ndly ba.oiD• That thlo ia obaolote, ruinouo, nnd properly QOdioval 

', 
~-9·-~ .... ' ··-·'f!';~., 
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·as. it is the~ next ·to ;:lC!l:!e of_- the_.:!:l.ost modern -iltduatriiu. ree.lise.ti~n~ :i:i··_f:h~· .· 
.· ;~.-worl_d,_. suc.h as ~t.eol mills, -B.llto_lp.Obi·le, chemical ,_Coiobinos. _ ele.CtrOnics, · d8Jna,-__ · 

- _.otc., is quite ~Y_iit-thDr~Ve>a:pCrfcct--:""exainPlo o~:t:he~~ay~e_: ___ _ 
botween. "la_w" and. rest.lity, between super-· and infrastructure MaJ.·x-_speaks- of-_· in·,_:~_-__ -·-. 

__ the_ Introduction o~ _The Cr~tique. -. (Even in the_ -u.s. -there sur~iw··suc~· anachron_~~
pheno::nena, as --for m_st_~"lce_ when_, a few miserable, __ ridllculous sheep-breeders,-~ with- ·.,-
no_ importance d. -all ~ t~e American econoti:IY',- succeed" in getting. a bill ·:~;ru::ough_. · 
the S~nate __ in "defense of' .American _wool"~ --~he clear retn.tl~ being: trul"t, cut;:o:f'f' ; __ . 
_the __ .Amer~can ~kat by highl custom- dutieS Australian impOrters retalia~ed"·&.gaili:st"<
American ,goode ---a "deal" -in whic~ u.s. industry looSes_.yee.rl}r_ s_evural· billiOii_;··:f~:-.~ 

:dollars '-in~ exports;_' the _,same e:an be said f'or bicycles, wa.tches,'-·_etc._.: or .Still_.:.>:<: . 
!'.or. _-_the. artificial rate o£ silve_r _due _to· ~he N~vada ·lobby.) . HeZ.e: and "th0-!-0'; -,Sinc-e' 

~:!il war. "ThO-whole history of' 18th centUl-y bourgeois revolu""t-1-on~ icts the - • 

. ~he e~d_. of'_ :first _world. war, attempt a _.were· made·- to_ ad_ just. tp.e '()bsOle_te --legal _in_s~. 
_tituiions. i:,_o--the-_new Property relations. that _were buildirig up- in<the Wake- of'_ e~: 
panding monopoly'-co.pital;- but s_o tremcndou:: waa .the-:pres.sure: of __ :~~-co.ni:p'E3titive;·~ :,::---; 
cap_ital- represente_d, in the_ LegislatUre by __ hundreds of' deputies anct EJOnatorS, ·:··a_O~ 
permeated: the public adminiotr.a:tiono with sons 'and. nephews- of' 'smali·· co.pitaliBtS','_. 
that __ t!-,-ll·legal efforts to overbau~_ the -.11 s:(st_em" e.:i .. thoy· Call it ;now..., was dOomed~;;_ .. :·._· 
In; that there was nothing new historically speaking, __ f'or .each time capita]. h&.d. _to.-,_,_ 
transf'~rm ~self from~%)9_f'.orm~int.o_anoth0J:, .. i~ -~~s--~mpellD.d .• ~o £1ght- it oU.t in -a., 

/~diffic bloody tranaf'ormatiOUS of capital-from_~uuf~tu~e_to compct on om' 
, l competition to monopoly. <:BUt now tho t~es_of-E_C!ufi~is re7olUt!-9ns--u•e over ~ 
(~ ' \The only revolutions we wit-hess are those o£ feudal ecOiiotnics-'"jW:api~l to 
~ -.j.; State capi ta.liam, by-passing the int~H·nJ3diary stc.ges of liberal capital isM; In -. .. f>- Franco, notwiths~a.nding the schiz;,id split between tho productiva forces "i1IQitfd 

~ 
~ ar..d.· the old-fashioned SC?ci&Ju inst. itutions~_i_ng_.~strial capi. tal. m&.nag-ed a .. •. me.· .··. • 
hew to expand. HP to a point. ~ow that poin~ ~r-rea.chod, o.nd this is th 

,~ _. __ ~/ s_to~ ._of _E..~j,!~:---~·:__ .. ~.~~·--•a--.. __ , · _ ,. , · · ·: -. :' ;._ \: 

'_~ .(--_ ~-~ ·. Onei reme.rkabl~_ result_ of t~;···~:~ .. -~-;;;trad,iC:f'iOn:B-watp~nat·the-Fi-~nC~~bo-;r~··,_ ~ 
· ·geoisie h8.sn 1 t stoppod. waging wars· since 1870· The. infernal- rondo started ev6n-., 

be:f'oi-e·, with the_ ill-f'ated. Mexican expedition o:f' Na,pole'o~-la-Petit• There is tiOt/ 
·one single· day _f'or tho past·.luu~d.red ye_ars .without.;, French-_ soldiers_:shoot._illg it _Out' 
some_where in the worldl .. Unable to __ expand: 11_normallyn within the national .-bound_~_. 

\

aric.a,- French. capital beco.m,e_.t.o-s.n eminent degree sn e~ortable -i"t_em (c:f'. Lenine). _: 
This took 'on a dual form: <ftna.:£oi'B.l colonization of Eastern Europe. {Poland, ....,_._- --_._ 

~-Czecho-ulovakia, the- Bo.lkan Sta ff, Czariot Russia to_ a degree), and: milital"y_ col_oll_..;., 
ization of"- Africa· and' Asia• · Whoroa3_ colonial. conquests _gave- Fronch- capital the .. ; 
elbow-room it needed. (raw_rnaterinla,· cheap :labor, _etc.), the military .saga· as -,suoh·~:-
hs.nd'il:Y provided. a· vast Md-- roinantic- cem«ii,tCry :tor the younger generations: Wiable 
~o integrate them into a home:--centerOd economic circuit, tho French bourt;eo'!sie. 
s'\_w. to it.- thaji they be ga_rbed up into professional s~ldiers. o.nd: gloriously ·exter
minated under alien skies. It· is no secret that_ during the oeven years of' .. tho · 
Indo-Qhineae war the very flower of French bourgeois youth has boon kille~ off·~
batch o.:rtor batch, as soon o.s released _t"'rom the military academies·· . Tho_ poor stand 
of' tho French army in 1940 was duo not ·to somo diabolico.l 12 tr,ason", but t-o· tho 
fact-that it wao as obsolete as Francc 1 s other institutionn, thoee institutions 

, structurally gaarod to serve the _dead body of'- parasitical_ capital in the very mid'st. ' 
o£ a dynamicall~ expanding amalgam o~ monopoly and State capital. This- io not tho 
pla.cc -hero to launch into a detailed analysis of tho reaocns vhich make thnt Al~riR 

"has become,-· both oi'f'ectively and sy11lbolically, the strone.hold of' ps.rasitical. C'l.P•_i 
and honco the depositor.y of' o. socio-political bacw~dncos whic~ io but an_oxproa-

- oion ot: its desperate de:fenso ago.Ulat thC onslaught of industrial ca.p. - Yollillg-' 
for do Gaulle, ·himself' as little conscious of hio roa.l rSlo as thoso who bless or 
cursu hiM, tho colons cnllod in their zro.ve-diggcr• 
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-· ·- -. I am not .a eeer nor a pro~het. _aut: to exa.min-~ the situatio~ 'ill ~s e~SO~nt~S:i~~--- :·:{ 
· : _:. _ :. bq_ar;~g_s: ~~he _light- _of _what wa.e said _a~l?_'!'~_,_ here iS how __ 119.-.n.,g§__l.ook:-to-me~ ,J 

.= .. :.,--,.·.~ ·-y·--~e:e w~ll be-no-.t.otalit.-a.r. i_a~~~r_ elid-_,~no·rog. imerit:"B:tfOii;-n·o.·-f"rontal attack. -_agai!lBt-. ". .. _1 

-.. c-- \ \_, ·.c:-. ~J.l l.J.bert. ies, w~r~~::.s. ~ . ~:;t.-~ns, __ a?ci_al benefi~s, et'?~·(-Moden;--cap__i_:!:._~!~-st-prOduc ___ ._.--". ·.· 
- '":\. .:·. ·ti,on-:-cann.ot-·simply ::f'lili:ciaon W_J.thout -the alienat1on--o!' the -w~rkJ.ng claoa within·. ,:· .. :.i 

''

'··'.·.·,._···'.: .. _·-, huaop•oital
11
autoantomo1 ust• un1 i 1o,.ts_ c~~~=:~:,itthtall tthheipar':pdhan!ltl.ha of

1
_ 
8 demo~ainc;y:_'' •

1
· ~1de1~ ; 

f.-A:" \-f:.~ral 11 •_ 'Polit~::l-. r:·~ct~c!r~:l~-- ~~:n pri~t~~e c f6~ms {~~~t:u~~~t~r-;Brl, b(.~ 
,_ ~--. _ '·f_'or instance all-out.vlolent strikea)-be_!p~o.t!!!_.past, to the .;-egna.l_,yea.ra __ o£ .,;· . 

. , ·. \ ·_comp_etit~ve capital, which doesn1 t tr..ean_that--_n;Bdays_ are ·def'initely.-Ovor.~:::<siri_c·e.~~ · 
':-,-: ·:::·--~ -_:_- --~_-·_c_apita.lis:t Structu:i-al __ trana:rOrmations _take' place. through 'tl. convulsi:ve: PrO•e~a-._ ·~:.-f:::~ 

~~~----._-/J_-{ <, ~-_.As f'or" t~_ -:f't~~u~e _inevit~ble di3location -ot"_.present.~_ay: c:e.pita~· into ·_st_ate --~~p-~~.al:~{. 
<.,'.,. .• _:·~-.·~; • :.-.• _., ~.and_.-.the _ ac_com·. panying soc~al unrest,· .the_re will- be no- doU:b_t. n.tt_ompte--:n.t-:·a:t;_o. r~.----.<,>·.:.::~-; 
. ,_-'.: ;:C V- 11 progr~ss~ver.,_mo:re"evolvedn"type c~ repreg~i'!n --and :ttere Russia is a f'air_Ux~-"~ 

~-~_:.·§·_.l~-ple- q~1.te ~f'f'e~ent f'roru bru~al--~eff'e.ctiv?.FtJ.scism.- . _ . '':::·! 
:_-,- ...-:;--~ ~'j- _With _the Algeri~ inter~ud.e; F:en~h r:apital is stepping into.-- its. ad':'~t _shof:'S•. -:+~> ,_ 

·' _--~·-.If_. it is equal :o 1.t~ own ~Uks, ~f' J.t J..s c~pable t?.ir•tegrate f:te~l:f'_;:Lnt .. o·:the:--.-.·.:-":.· 
-~ ·-_SQ-ropea.n economJ..c unJ..t presently 1.n the- makJ.ng, if 1.t succeeds to 1nvest ... tha ··.·. -~ 

billions of' _dollars now dilapidated by unproductive capital i~t~·-a mode_:rnized-> -·.,:_:: 
ratioUa.l cycle o:r a m_ixed peace and lfar cconC?my, _then thoro ·will be, ~<in. the -.,-_.'J,' 

i!Dmediate futuro, no attempts to crush "democracy". Alx·eady,: the.·i'irat: th~ng·.-tt~o 
de Gaullfl government did;, has been th.e suppression of" censorship; and· if';·)as':is·· <~ 
·quite possible, tho Algerian colons and their likes imagine that the~ cin st~. 
an ef"f'ective rump, there -.;ill be blows _on their wooden .heads - not by the-.\.wor!tors 
but· by -the police - to teach them to behave. In a way, just as in the XIXtll."cOn~:-.. ~ 

· -~_tury the \lorkers thought they were f"fghting f"o"!: their liberlie_os 'W'~ile in i'act . .-.t~y-i 
died: on ·the barriCades fo:t"the bourcgoiaie 1 s sake, so the Algerian colons still- _ -~; 

-think _(but ·already· you can hear hiccoughD beneath their "vi.ctori?Us_11 co~iqu&s>:::-·_~ 
---~they have won a battle whereas they have lost_- e world.- Such ar-c'_the cmal.l ironi'Os4 

of history. Now, ii' -French .indUstrial capital is not equal to its otm t.asks,_o·i:f-.'~~ 
~'> · · · '- ·, · - it _ :f'aces ,lmlf'-heartedly the deeply rooted ~ontradiq_·tions o:f_ the -whole ao_cial_: fab-ri_O, 
~~~>·\~--(. - t"Or instance if_ :it_·goes about its problemS in tho_ old-fe.shioned_wa.y (I mean_ t.he_·_·~; 
, ~ · \ brutal clumsy direct waY of over-exploiting the masses, ~~~itive"C_ap:.-;f 
(:_~.r~· -__ -·U-- .' thou ... k naturally o .. ve.r-exploitatio.n is -.accentua_ted- under industrial.cap.~:-----.~ \c<•. -,-j:. .,.. 
v--·. ~· l conaiated in increasing capitalist accu.mulation at the ppice of' nake~ cynical \\' , 
f;\'' _;-...-;("_ 1.4 J lowering of the workers• standard o!' living, thon, yes, there may be broken vin-
~-~-~:_._·.3_~:;·. -~" 

1
; dows• But the general·teoJid i.o in the other direction: rationalisation of the v \_, 

[ .
1 

productive process, inereaue of the roal output per hour-labor, high-e~£iciency .\ ~ 
(' exploitation on the factory level, and in counterpart a few er-umbs on the worke-r~ 

.· \ table which actually do increase their well-being -- or to put more correctly, J 
\ di~iniah their ill-being in the c~Jdo material cense of tho word. !~,t~,w~ 
\- come_to such a situation, i.e. if the transition is somehow rough on the workers 

\ 
side, we wil_l yet sea tho formation of a; npopular Front" ~red ~~_pi tali_;· 

, who will dologate to its own "lei't 11 wine; - the most State-capit~fiided, plo.n- -: 
\ ii'ication nnd nationalJ..·zation ~inded technicians. o~ capital - the ungratefUl ta 

hort on the leash. . _____ ;/ --- -----
Well, hero is a "report" -- far longer th~ I expected to write. You a~ havo 

oxpocted a more f"nctual apprlaai of the current events, in-which C4DO I aw afraid 
you won't bo happy _with~ analytical approach• V.orcover, and necessarily eo, 
limited oy apace and -time, I cculd only okim in tho prdo~nt letter tho ias~ea in
volvad. Bo that as it Dl!lYt I shall appreciate your rnilctiona. 

In 0 ome next future I'll write you~ viowo on the problem of la conacionoo 
malhoureuse in Hcge:rs philoooph;y. Fro.n'w'Oio F'cjto' o ~.ldroaa io 41, Dld V!ctor-!fu&O~: 
Neuilly-Dur-Seine (Scino). Beat to tau ~d John, 
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·. Jun" 6, 1958 

Dca.r Jean: 

'l'hunk yoa very mach ror your lengthy anelye1s ot: Jane 1, 
just received. I.t-!s not rer.ortor1a1 onough :l'ol'" i-JE\iS &- LF.'l:Tt.".Rfl: · 
and w111 need much cutting, but thoro is no eabst1tate.ror on-the
spo.t l>T1t1ng, evon ,.hr.n it tends to bletorloal retrospection ruld 
economic sun:mst1ons. Noreover, tor· ;s1v~~.s ... ~ ~~--~ anJ_/ insight into_ wbf.it··. 
the Marxist 1ntcllecta~tl 1s thinking ill·.·~- thf!De critical · 
dsys, 1 t 1~ 1nvn.luable. I traet you >ill. not m1nd how~ver 1r I die-· 
&l?;r"" viol~ntly ~th yo11r approach. You yoarsr,lt' de find 1t.neaes
·Ga~ when you apeak o~ apathy and ntotn1 nbaence o~ ~orking.alass · 
on th~ political ~ceneH to ~od1ry it ~~th phrnsee ~ike ~at least 
:tor .th~ t1am boing-'1 ,. ,.not -no~.;, n t nny rtt'tP.. ll AnQ thnrein- 11~B the 
~1t"t'flirenca .in methodology 00 twenn you Rnd mo. · 

. _ . HemembRr .].91.4 wo.e a great deal wore~ t.hnn 11apnthy"--
Eoo1al1At was- ld.lling socinl.ist 6oross nnt.1.nnal., boundnl"'1as. · Sukhar1n . 
-..."3s no t:ra1t-01". 4;lu"telt.y1ttn c:entrlet.; no ~-~s to the "1r.1"~_!• .. ot" even .. 
L~n1n_ ~~ose alog~n or trene~orm8~ion or~~~ into o1v11 w&r no.aacapted •. 
Yet,_.wb.on.ho 1ns!.sted on t;s.k:ing hie po1nt or·dcpf'rture not the_ ." 
botrnyt:l or the lelld-.rehip but what hR called •tile orumv1n1at conduct 
of" thn _masF!eS tt, L~n1.n bore d.oll'!l'l t.apoi him '\....-.1 th nvoryth1ng f"rom 
1111 1.mpl!r.1s11et economist .. to "proo-r o ho-;-: imperialism tmnpresRrR 
th1nk1ng~M Thn point w~e not that e waA not aware or tho rnct 
~that the mo.ese~ dtd t:ollow the imporl.oHat uar ory hut that che ret:uaed 
to Judse by surt'ace ;"~hJ)nCm'i"na. · Ultim!ltf'ly, the proletnr1o.t _would 
t"1nd 1'ts -way tn re'V\llution; no other claSs ~:ould; riono oould:br1ns 
1 t a boat a nil star!; the net< chnptor ln hu:41tn1 ty 1 e d<l!velopmont. · Lom1n • s 
genius indeed cons1ste<l ln this, that 8t no time--,.hothor 1t was !,h.., 
greatest renot1onnry period 1n h1stor,y like Russin 1908 or tho 

~ oollapne ot: the 2nd Intel'n~tlonnl l9l4--a_l...J1<:>..4;--i!1d hP. rorg~t 
the high£ at point or development during ll ;onvolntionerY p~rlod ond 
ths.t,:rnd nothir6g elso but thu.t, waa nlvays hl. s point ot d~p•Jrture.., 
soviets were built in 1906 and "hen they st&rtP.d >1ll over ng.,in 1n " :j 
1917 en .n m1gh--:ier eo:~le ovel"yona could Aee. The. point ,.,-as no~,--t.-u; e:.,.v-1'--

1'\oJ... _9-11'105 or 1917, but who could hold on to th"m and never let go 1n 
"""' . 1006 and 1914? It: you do not '"""'t out with thnt->~i th not "" 

J 

1mmed1!':te phenom'!ncn Out a :fnot in the Hegelian tt"ad1 t1on 'Which -
tokes 1n con<l1t1on nnd activity, thon b'h!>r!! cun you poeaibly go now 
when tl'> .. , pro1etsr1nt, gftor 10 years of CI'-SP-CGT "leudoroh1p"}.1e 
stop~1fii:t_ to thir.l;: l:(lt'orn plunging !nto mt'lGO nct1anc unctfn"' -~ 
lee.Or.reh1p.. Again, you yourt;O:lt', I!~Y thu.t 1!" tha 250,000 \iP.:r."ft · 
rP.n.lly th~~tt 1ne::qcd ofhnlr onlook-ore uno mnny v-ho :t"ollo-.!ed P11Jro 
Mendns-F'l·a~c'J etc., it thn '"1-l'Orkern lwd rP.n:tly etnynd a"''OY bscousf! 
they endorsed no oupital1st solution, it 1iOUld hnvA ·boen on "<'xal.t1ng 
thlng• but you r:~ar thoy did so only by dRt:ault bnosuan 'th~ vorkers 
hnvo nl1annto6 thnir cln~s oonac1ouPnRse into thP. hnPde orco=~~n1at 
snd aoclr.t1st ynrt1~c ona th~1r union booaee.N 

But t·:ho olse on the acf!trut t.hr.- A'l pn~t 10 y~nr.e \."hen tho 
,_.,rl>:oro ;!'lockod by the onlllions into th" CPa of \1.,otorn Europe d1d 
hav~ n compr~h~ne1ve ~no~1h view or Msrxt~~ to bavo bnoome a new 
polor1dng !'oroo? ~o l1"t"nnd 1:0 th<:n wh<'n thouilsmls d1d drop nwn, 
and stop~ed. to nna!ys, thf? eoo1.nl aompos1t1on or thoal! 0Pt1 nnd seo 
which otrptn of thA '<Ol"1<1ng class d1d rRmoin 1n wh"r" Gho deepeot 
lsynro hnd gono, nnd \~·imt thny Wt.lrr~ do1iig? I~nt t thP f'nct th~t 
onl)' th~ tr.nchr.ra strlk~ wlls ouaocnsrul show how middlo.;...olnen: tbn 

'-" compos! t1on :J r thro CP1 ~~hrJro lo the movomnnt t'rom th,ory whloh 
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based ~bse~r on th~e~ deepest luyers nml uniried that movement 
:t't'Om practice 3.nto a new totality-whether you call that Hsgo~ 1 s 
Absolute ldea or- Marx 1 s "new passions and now t'oroes• _-ror ... tbe .... _~----
r~:o~;~f'!%!;~:;~~-1~c~;;~!fni~e d~h:~:~th•1ane musrans'dor to histo1 c ····· · · I ... ~~~~:;~h-~-;;;·t~t d~· G~"Uile 3.zn 1 t 'olassi~~l" ..... . 
Ji'aeohm-,dlen <loe• lde;tory ever repeat itsel:t' exaotlyY-bu.t I do 
believe that here too you underestimatP. the rMotion tbnt 14~1 :ro~O:. 
low. Evidently big capitol. is ready to break· 1'1nally ...-1th .the 

~/ 
v 

ema~l capitalists >hich have plagued France since ~970! have not 
let it take tull command a la Germany and thus oompe~ t to t 
on the Maginot line, is making it lose out once aga3.n not to 
state capl.tR11s:n a la Russia but modi:t'1ed priv,te-
even West Germany. Evidently also the co1one in n".~''r""'~~~;;l~~~;~~ do Gaulle to :Power· do not hlt.ve a. good· repres.,ntat1_ _in·· 
I would never ag~oe with you that ha was actunlly·their 
--but 11' you 1Jlink .that he can get Frome~ out or its me !!Is 
moving in against oivil liberti~s, thn proletariat, . the Mos~em 
revolut1ona1•ieo-and therA 'Will be cuch more tllRn just "broken 
windows"~ then you are quite m1st&.lten. Of courge, vhen the revolution 
1teel.f' 1s not on the streets 1n l'Rl"ie 1 there .1s no need ·tor .tho 
'e;cunte~revolut1onary mtt~B :foroe Of t'RBC1e..m, but, but 1 but: . 

l)Thle 1s Jus>; th~ first aet, not the lnst. The 
national revolution ~11 oontlnu~ in Algerin• I read in the. paper 
that st'ter dft O~ulle .made his _spoech_ about 14 we 1r8 a_ll Fronchmen- ncvM;,·· 
and the .crowd had d1e;oereed, ilome· "'dld youth.-.Maslema• ran thi-ough 
in a car shout•ng •Frenct4~n, to thr- 8a11ova!- Nothing short or 
independence will holt thnt tmr, "hether de G!lulle i 2 just a 
transition to Delbecque or ie tho·"rP.al authority." · 

2) F.r.plo1tation in the •primitive forme• may not ·be 
the "pret'er~tble" way ot present-day world oopital >~hich if' learning 
a :few tr1cks !"rom R:uss1nn state cap1 t~liem, but ·t-.rhen the_ m_ovement 
against the worker~· standards bogins--ns it must,(whether de Gsu~e 
would like or would not like t0 have trade unions :runct1on1ng~ho 
1-ril.l. havi'J no morn ·choice thnn llid P.uee1a -M:len she :round she must 
stet1ty her ~rade qp~ons it sh~ would mok~ herself •aa~ch up to
atlvancu~·d o··p1 tal.1sm")--thcm you 't'111 h~ve the secona act in Pnr1o 
itsel1'. \-lhen liitlf!r invaded Francn in 1940, th~ prolntor1at wan 
a~t block, but vhen liitl"r began taking slavo laborers. to Germsny, 
ycu had th(<!~ Resistance !{oVP.I!icnt. 

3) Thr.re iu no "ordex-" muoh as \oo:Orld cnp1 tnl 'WOUld 
l1kc it; lnueed 1:!' world capitalism h~d •tab111oed itself ana :round 
order then the revolut1onnry perspectivee l>'OUld indeed bo dim. &tt 
the truth the or1s1a 1o totnl an~ uorld •1.dc ani! no ma1111er how 
ruinous the wonpone. ond thP fact that surplus falue comes rrom 1~a 
o•·n proletariat, Us-USSR global otruggle ~<ill come to a head sooru.r. 
or later. ThP. point 1s- ftVery v1otory a ln do Oaul.ls, NA1'0 det'aat 
ot Hungarian Revolution, compounds tho ov~rwhelm1ng obstaoiee in 
tho woy of a nnw society being born, ond h~lps oon~ue~ the 1ntel
l.,ctuals 1-:ho are:: not. at tbA point or production. You h!ve an· 
1ntf!rPBtlne thougpt thnt oap1t~l >1. U bo sp<>nooring "thr. Popular 
Front" but Franc!·; oapi tnl does n<.'t have a Labor Psrty eo integra~ 
to it us does Br1 to.in, nnd the"" e!'r. not bull t up overn1!lht by 
"I do GoiJ.lle proclaim. II . eMt~. 

Do plense keop me in touch with tho s1tunt1on ~._. 


