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Dear J: 

Thi.s ~etter will be t'ul.1. o!' "'explc..nntionsu. 'l'h_e·-.r~ason, 
:ror this :!.a that ! wru1tecl to. >rrlte my notes on the :!'1rilt oh,, _• .. 
o·:r Capita~,- :!'rom the new d!.a~octioal viev o:!' it, witho11t _ ·_ 
on t}?.e one hand, t'or perm1.aP1on t'rom Grs.oe· to make __ the ps.r~ll_el.e 
to Logic; and, on the other hand, :po~emic with everybody- t'rom 
Ricardo through Enge~a to Trotelty,· 1'/hat I try to_ do ln _tho_oe 
nOtes, then, 1e to point to the· ne\>~ "diaoover;~s"-·ra~her-than 
argue ·about them. H~re they· are~ 

(~) The ;f~~;!=:~~~i~-~~~~rs;"~nd. a~. 1n -· Ch. ! 1s not between bu-~ween. 

'p>"1vate or>._n~~~;v;;~:~"~ .. ~~!f" is · only because o:r the 
have nlwnys pointed, since that 1s. in 
soc1n~ f'orm o: production. J:t _is thi-s , ,,.,tA~ -~~~~~ 
!~~~i~d=h~rei~t~; ~~~;b!~r!~~0~a~;:~tWhat so,·••v; 
1.s showing the alienation o'r:r;r;t;~h~-:":,;~~~f,~~e:~t~o~~i eum:ption under the :!'orm ot' t D<>'Clll.l>g-
to do With it, You might say we we d.idn' 
1 t 1s j_mpoe81.ol.e "tC; :;r-Jlow bet'"ore you k.ri.ew 
the contradiction -between :private and , :pointing: 
production relRtion vs, property :!'arm vi·o~once to the actl.llill.C·. 
dialectical de~elopment. · 

(2) Exchange~value now turns 'out to be· the-~ 
form or value able to expressing tho- tr110 nature o:r~ 1ts cont_en~, 
abstract ~abor. P'rev1ously we counterpo sed Value_ to_ torm.1 ,~ 
thus degrad.1.ng essence i teal:!' to" eseencelcBB being•. The !titer-

. penetration or esaenoe ·and r_ol'm, their indissoluble ·connccit1on: 
io the only thing that can impel the movement o:r one !ntf •. the ·· 
other, and we rob our~elves also or ab11.1ty to see the 'dovelopmen~-
or t'orm to have s.s deep ob.]eot1ve uorld. Qonnectiono a.s"'th.at ot 
content. ·Here, again, then knowing that production r~lat1onsh1p 
~· the ea aenoe or the aconom~c category gave 1 t .an out-aide· 
evolution instead o:!' an integl"a~ development out o:r the. social 
rorm of production. 

/ 

,(3)It is this social :!'c>rm o:!' production, which, . 
>:hen contrasted by Marx to other :!'erma o:r production,~ that ])Binga 
out the mere ehow o:!' independence! even when we_ are eti.!.l onl.;v 
in the market, or lnborer thnt ar sea trom the ecu1va1snt tore 
of' Blue. and hide a- the den~ndence ot th~ labnre!r.a- ./lt .. !!! -~t!"r;:.~ 
1. t is not n .persohal-- dependence as under slaverY+ sert'dcua- , 
bll't 1 t is depondenae nll the eame,:!'o1' what this new social :!'orm 
o:!' production, '•'ith 1u VD.lue :!'orm, hides is that 1t is a torm 
worthy ot tho content, the mat'Jt•y or pro cePe o!' production- over 
man. 

A a on A PXa.mpl~ ot' the s1gn1:r1cnnco or dsvelopment 
or value-ro~m 1? th~ bridgr. 1t gi~es Marx from which to Jump 
rrom gen~~rnl vnlu~ rorm to spco1t1c s~o1fil ct~raoter or 
humnn labor. (I.P.ed,p,37) .... .. 
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_ . A· dit't"s~ent ·-cype o:r explanation is needed t'or _ 
another thl.ng I try to. ao in <he notes, and that ooneerna the 
boldneas(but not reok~e~s, I hope) >lith whl.oh I draw parallela 
to Logic. What gave me ~he necessary courage is tbe,~eellng · 
·that Just as D1alect1c~t~ Reason :lno~l.ldee Unci.e>•standing; .so it 
is impoasib~e to xvrtlf~ _restrict. _the deve~opment·.ot' the .oolll!IU)d1 
to the development o:f ,being. It is 'true_ that E41gels- a_a.1d ·_that · 
the deva~opment t'rom commodity to produo'!iion ps.ralleled _tho 
deve~opment rrom Being to Essence in the Log1o, but outside 
or that ;ralationshl.p to_production, the development o:rCommodity 
involves the whole of the Logic ann since I have ·Lenin's 
approval t'or ·that generalization, I tt•11at the particular 
•app~~oation• hao not been rar amiss. Here is ~hat I tried to 
do: 

, _ (1_) Marx: beg1ns wl._th the ,_ppearnnce o1"' ~e!!lth ... as 
an S:ocumulnt1on _o-r commodities. Out or the apparent 1_dentity 
or wealth and comJJlodities we wi~l have tha opposition o:f'.the 
one and the other, and the opposition in each, yet aomethl.ng 
will persist through al~ changes in e.ppaa>•ance~ . What Hegel · 
call. a the Law or Appearano£a1s,. 1 t seems to me, Harx' s --La,W o;: 
Va~ue, 'You have no idea w t it does to mP. ae an •economist . 
to .. so degra.d_e- the· law of value; that 1a ,al1 the more·_ re&son 
why I f!!.!t! I am right. in doing. We start, then, not With 'Bei.ng, 
but with the Appearance of' Essence. I sh1:f't to G"l'ound allll. stay_. 
there thr<mgh Form and Essence, Form and· Matter, Fom and' Content; 
but when I reach the Oeneral. Form or. Va~ue,. 1 t 'seems necessary. 
to re''"rn to Doctrine ot: Being, :f'or Being-ror Sel:t' .and ·General 
Form ot' Value are parallels. A nd yet it is the" restatement• 
or Genera~ Form· of' VaJ.ue as Universal -1"orm ·or Value Wich 
brings us, and not v1olontly,to theNotion itse~r. J.l'irst.._ I 
reel. I have Marx w1 th me. (It 1s important that the 5th, !UU~k:V 
edition, which took in a~l or Marx's notations in his own·valume 
tho Fet1ah1g o~ Commodt1on ~oes not appaar a a A .aeparetn _ _ · -"' · g?oijgH; rft '"fJort o:t "D , Un+ versel Form or Valu • o:t Seo. 
,: _ _:__e o_ or !!Lue or Exqhangs Valu§..} And I ~--trying_- tc _ 
hold on to !!ega~ a etatem"nt: •on the one hand it en!Uloiates that 
matter as su~h, has no independent sub~istenoe, and on the 

· other that the rorm ~oee not aupervene upon nmtter rrom w1 thout, 
but ae a tota~1ty lnvolves the prino1ple or matter 1n iteelr. 
This f'ree and 1nt1n11ie fox•m t""i.l.l heree.t'ter come bot' ore as 
the notion.' (SL, #128) 

So here goes 

Thi! too should be ooneidered ae 
par. or the othcrJ some day soQething 
¥111 leap out ot' all these rough notes. 

-

----· r ... --
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ITS 
NOTES ON CH. I OF MARX'S CAPITAL:/l;'f..J!'~.~~Ql{ TO HEGEL 1 S_!.oGIC 

•, 

"It J.s 1mposs!ble to gl-a._sp ·camP,~at_elJ 
Marx's CAPITAL,and eapecial.ls its 
:t'irst ·chapter,· 1r· you_have- not 
studied through-and understood the 
whole o:t' I!egel'.a Logic~ •.,.-Lenin 

A~pCerance nnd Form 
f: )11 'J! 'jj"hl ,,/~ "!]!J. /The ·e.t>pe~rance of aapi tH;llat 1;1~a~tl:_1 as nll;!l 1.mmenso 

aooumu4at1on or cornmod1t1ee"; itn ~lemcntary·rarm_beinS a 
single commod1. ty, marks the opening or CAFl'fAL. Since 
appearance, is ysP.ent1al exi:atence, 1 t becouee l1:aoE!a9ary -_to 
eXl'l.m1ne a sing a commod1 ty. . _ · 
- ' ' - - ·- . - - --- - - - ·• . -

MarX began w1. 'th Value,·. to ge-t:- _· · · 
to the Essence, Va1ue. , as_a,quant1~at1ve 
relationship shows 1 tselt' phenorilonnl t'_orm · o:t' something 
that. ie both oontained in the oommodity, and coi!!J!!Q!lto all 
other commod1 t1""• and yet, something that is distinct, and_ 
d.it'rerant rrom au. other c<>mmodtiea. The something _common 
turns out to be not the substRnCe o~ a1l-~P.althKH~iKKB 
regardl.esa or tho social t'orm or product1on-uae.valuea--
but a spbatanaA· speoit'ic only to' the value-rorm or Yeal.th-~ 
human l.abor in the abstract. Thus what oha~acterized previous 
sooiet1es bcootftfiS subord1nnlio here 5 the mere ms.te.r1a1 repository 
ror Talua, or congenl.od labor. Wer.e .11e, however, to atop 
at the mere sight ot eaaence, ve woUld morely coun~ArpoRe 
Essence to Appearnnce, thus· railing to oomprehend their 
interynnetrstioll 1n a ~l.ngle uoiJ!IIlocli ty. 

Eesenoc mue~ appea~ and the rorm or 1to appearance 
reveals not onl.y t ~ inherent contracll.ct1on but the historical 
origin and development. Direct barter, tho natura1 ~orm or 
ex,hange, both 1mpell.ed and had to give way to anol:her t'orm 
onoe the uae-vslue became tranotormed into a commodity goncral.l.y. 
On the other hand. this substance or thin cause, hod th1s etfeot · 
because tho to~m of what was etfnctod was itsolr undergoing a 
process or development rf.'l'flectlvn ot the soo1tt1 ra1at1one between 
produoore nnd thttir prod~cts. 
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D ... ~igrr of thn Form or 'i'a1u~: _ 
lllElementary or Accidental; t2)Expnnded; 

(a) GenP.ral !'ll_d. (4)Univat'olll. 

11nrx etBtes tht!t"fhe whol" mystery nr the form or value 
lies hiddP.n in thiG 1mnentnrY rorm. • (J: • .P. ed,p.lG) At the , 

.. eame time the very pO nf"1 ty 01 ... tha P.:(prasa1on or the elomanto.ry,' 
t t'~f!_.:;,;:-~~Q~ ~!'\bol\ie• o~D .!_ t ,botq. the r;<>l{lti.Y)l_~d equl valenjl 
~-~form""-con1a1~frr"(<orrn, !U1 ma:J;"r-~ii"trA.t110"none_ or capitai1_sm~ 

l'hEt Ccim-Pl,..te"·-~;;iln;>R~ o'f sac1oty in 1914 gavE' Lenin auch 
11 view of Jt~;~:rx 1 s anal:r o1 c th.o. t hP wovn tighter yot the connoc
tion between tho em~o and developed :l'ol'm ns well aa between tho 
obJ~ct1va world deveiopm~n~ nnd the notlona, o~ oo~pts4 man 
forms ot' 1 t, What ha ll.'l.'Otf'l is or the eosenae o.1so to Marx's 
own development,. ct• rather U.evelope~.cnt or hie nn&lye~.o. "Juot aa 
tha simple vslue-:ror,., t.ha 1nd1 Vidual 1<ct or exo!Jangnr a gi von 
commodity "11th annthtn• alrl3ady 1nolud&ll in undeveloped t'orm 
!!lL major oontrnd1ot1one ot cs.p1tel1am--tto 'thl!l s!m.plcat gene,.al-
1~nt1on, the ~irat nnd simpl~ot forming or no:1onA (Judgments, 
syllogisms, atc,)c1sn1t'1P.n tho ever dnepel' ~a~ledBo or the 
ob1not1vn world connGotionn& H~T"~ ~t 1;s: ;;,o:;cc::unnry to e~ok tho 
1'0-''ll- ettnse, t~1gn1f'l.cn.noe nnCi.. !"t>l') of tb=~ Hegolif.ln ~. This NB. • 
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But the not~on or the re~t1ve ~or~ or valUe Marx had not 
singled o~t as a special categorY until the wrlting or CAPITAL 
In the Crl. t1que of Pol.i tical Economy, the e:nphss:l.s iil on .the 
egu1va1ent f'or:n. Ye1: .1 t is the con ten£ or the r.!l]..etl:ve...Lru::!!lr 
though that 1"orlll 1l'lally deponds on 1 t .. r.§..J.&t1onsh1ptc. anotl!s:r,
wh1ch ~sc~o.6ea- both the truth of' labor_ and_ the _llll'S1ii:t'1oat1on 
1nht:~ren1i 1.n the oom.modi ty_: "Ru:nr-:n ~abor-pover in·-motion~·::Or 
human J.abor creates value, but is not itseH' value.· ·It· become& 
value only. !n i te congcal.ed state, when embod1ed •. 1n th9 :!'arm 
or Rome obJ~.ct. In order to expreso the value of linen ae .a 
congelation a!" human -~a.bor, that va::tu.e muat _be exprtu~iled· as· 
having _11 objeoti.ven existence, as bei.ng .a._ something ma.t-ar!all.y 
cirrerent rrom the 11non 1tselr, and yet aom<"th1ng common to 
the linen and all other cow~odit1ee. The problem is already 
solv~d." (IP ed.,p.19) 

The d1atinct1on between :taoor poWer and_.~abor,. 1. e., 
the notion that di!le-lo~e{l. ,.e1Anr-eat tho· a_otua~ obj()ctiv.o _c~rw.ec
tion betweep,.and d1st1notion t'rom, the value· Of ·the prodU.c'ts" 
of ls.bor and. the-- Ta~ue o:r 1abot" pOtie:r, 1s hore t1.ed-:1n' .. ldth ... the 
nobjeCt1ve• &how o~ ve1ue as an •attr1bute" or ~he eommo~t7•
Thuo, along w1 th eantnl.ra1ng, 1n embryo; the dio.lect1cal transi
tion rrom value-to su1~lus v~~ue there is contained here the 
germ or the fetishism or the oommod1tien inherent in the phew . 
or value. It is cl.ear :ll:laml also tb.Rt the development or r_elati ve 
t'orm or value _r"f'l.ecte a1so the movement t'rom d1.rect;ba.rter 
of 1nd1~;!,. us_e-values to thBt o:r §~ use-valt1es ~.;n~~d~~~~;;~;:~:~,' the trnns:rorm.a:~1on ot' produot_s j_nto commod1 t1es.. The 
or matter cAnnot be aeparo.ted rrom lOhe: development ·at 
While the ~RRL~WmX~RX~~ interdependence of the 
relative and equi.val.ent forma omphss1zes the. polar1 ty. in the 
expross1cn-.or the ~ or one product in the URe-valua ot. · 
another, the comaensurab111ty, or equivalence or d11":t'erent 
ot' use-value, brings t'orth n ·nl::!_'tr measure: labor-t1me.-

Nevertheleea, the equ1va2ent ~orm 
,is more thnn n merely qu~nt1tat1ve 
tl">.at when 

o~Htto, ya2uP;" (2 Rcoriorete iabOr biCOm,S~he form Uridir 
wh!oh +tf oppogike, abetrnpt hpmgn labor, men_1r,e~a 1taeltf! 
and (~) -"the iabor oi private ·individucle t«~eo the for~ of-
i;lle oppasi tat· labor d11.'ectly eoolal 1n its 1'orm:• ( O:m]:'haeiiB in 
Ger. original I · 

Bu.t there.1s nothlnP:: aoo1den~n1 1n 'theao o-onos1t1ona or 
1n the oppos1t1on 1nhe~nnt-1u 'tne e1em.ntta:r'y :rorm~ Ot' Talue aa n 
lrhole. It 1., tru~ that thA fllemr.n'tary t"orm or value t1X'IIt show; 
1taclt' as aoc1.dontc.l but the neceeo:l.t;r conoealed under tho 
se111.blanoa or uont1ngenoy appGars 1n the··development ot 'the 
value :rorm 1 teelf' t"rt'm e1.ementary 'to expanded or to·tn.l.. The 
action or tho wor~d or aommod1~1ee ~ttr~gta many aommod1t1es 
to act as equivAlent~ There 1s. how~ver, a detoct in the total 
or exoanded rorm otnce the series i• interminable, The aot1v1ty 
or ro;.lll now r"pele as w!!ll no attrs.ot<;. In the 'battle the oont1n• 



· genoy 1s oVerc-ome.- _5 'fhe oontirigSnt ro·u hl. aki-- . -~ · 
~L ~~:f;~l,'oun~\)o:r Us being _not i,? lt,.eJ.~ b~t 8~~ ao:_ ~_{.hi~ !~! • 

, •• •• e sllld ~:t act~!#>-. o1) tp ~oae hDlflle ~e:ont1ngenoy: •• • 

.the 800~~ ;he neoee::!ty ~anoaal.ed in th,; co~tlngen~y1a that 
universal. eq~~,Jf' n¥""dlBi£ion requil't'JS an axel.us1ve,rou~.·.jet 
·
0

:r· e ·
1 1 

. e -~· . s. "PP"!!.rS :first in the gens:::-al. f'ol'lll 
.. qu va ent. when a. single ool!ll!!cd1 ty acts. as. equi vaJ.t> 1; · TJU 

~~~!;~f' v~i~:;r~~u!:~. ~atb.tobre +osEll!h" t1i .. <i the. •reduction ~:r.~aU s 
h · · 

1 
. • • e r common. nharacter o:f' b 1 P~~. • a bar gen~ral., or being the.· expendi tur;. of h•m~ h.~r ng 

. Now oee the :.qq. !rum w!Ucb 1e at tbe 6 · · ·. · • : bet~en the va1ue rom and -soo1.§, ·orde""". "fhe ~~ t!i~-)}O!Uegt1o~ 
·."form, _WlUCh represents all. prOdU~te. oriabor . ,.enera.,- .:Ta. t\9 ·.· .: . 

tipns of' und1"ff'erent1ated htlil<rul. labor shows_.~; ':l~ro oonsela- ·. 
ture _that it is the aoa1al. resume C>:f' ~he "orld o:f' ... ' a Ter;r .. atrua-tr-"" _,.. __ ---- _.. .. , ... -,oom:modities 

"'-" ~"' ...... ..,..,uo:oG~UCn.,;-:f m•lre!:!·i't inrHgnuta.b1v_.ev.id ·_t ·t.1...-.... •.·1 • 
1he voli!l.d of' aammo· diti th · ~ - "· •' · en .....,.. n · or bei ee • e ~r..,ot"r ,poseessad b:( alll&oor~· 
'IP. ed;'~. ~!j'J!m. labor canst~ tute~ its epec11'1a social character. •. 

The Mone1 Form or Value and the Notion 
or Vg,~ue 

' 
. The trans1 t1on rrom tl:le general. equi val.ent to' .the 

un~vereal. equ1va~ent occurs .w;hen the exa~uai.On or·.on-e .-oom.mo~1ty 
tram _al~ others tu 'a.ot ·aa _their _equ1YaJ.ent ~s atta1neC/,_cona1s~ 
tenay and •general. soo1al. validity.• Tbat epea1al. sec1al.·:runo-. 
t1on has been monopol.1zed by money, the 1de~.l.1ty o:r the •• ... 
eom.mod1 ty :f"orm. Hegel. has __ etresBed the·- nbetractness_· _o:t>.euCb. _ 
a resul.t: •Th9 i.deality or Be1ng-1'or-Bel"f as total.ity,thua, 
"first, passes lnto reality, end into the most f'1xed andab•traat 
o:l' all., into One. • (LL, I, 1?7) . · · 

The egot1sm and emptiness of thls Be!ng-:f'or.,.Sel.f or 
money, 1n the no1ey ~arket.wor~d. nevolops 1nto the .atrangos 
and n1ost 1ll.u8ol"Y notions: "Indopendenoo having reaol1ea ita 
~u1ntc~ceno~ in thA-Onc.w~ch 1e for_~tselt, 1~ abstrsct and _ 
torma.1, destroying itoelt'; 1t 1s ths hi.ehest .and -mc;;.t 'tftu'h~o!'n_
error, whiah takes itsel-f ror the h1ghest.truth;--appearing, 
more oonoretely,a9 abetrnot "freedom •..• • (LL, I,p,l86) 

Thn"highest end mont ntubborn error• in the bourgeois 
theory- or money. Marx stateo thn.t oo long· as th-= -buu.rg6o1a
theot<i~t etaye 'lfith thin dazzl.ins uammadl.tyFta an lnOependent 
Bo1ng-tor-iel:r, so-to-opaak, he rnmnl.ne bl1ndad to 1tM true 
eaeer1co ·wh1oh Olin only be gottAn by- rsturn1ng to _the simple 
oommo~ty rorm as the germ of tho money ~orm. Refusing-to 
return to ite point o:l' hiator1cnl or1g1n, ho m1aaes alno all 
tranal tluns, cor.neet1on!! _n.nd !!!t~gt~te q_t,,_~cv_A_lopment. e.nd himse~f'. 
becomes a v1ot1m or tho gl1ttor_or the·money and thuu· r6ma1n 
"'t the height or sal-t-estrangement.• 9229 



J.n integral pert of th1~ selr-oetrang€men~ ic the notion 
ot abstrRot rreedom• 8o averYhe~ins a ~oroe_1s gho~ or ths . 

. ex1sten~ .. tha:t. ~Ven cla~~\l).~l p~li'tioa,l_-'!OOno!IIy wh.1~h ~"1!! !!A~--
~ the epochal discovery that labor is tha source or value 
........ '"'*"'-:xi.bq!l!d: arl' vtot1ms or the :retish1""' o:t _col!llllod1 ties 
and hence could not dispol"the obJective~ or the social 
cheracter.cr lnbor,• and continued to con61d6r val~e ~s. an 
attributo 0~ the· oo~oU1t.y. fienoc the eaual1tY !n the market 
o-r oommodit1t7e:, 'thet _io, or porutel.atl.ono or human- ~aoor- -. · . 
1 t mi stoolt :tor eqt.iali ty oi' lj ving: labor. · !!enc:e 1 t oon tlmtod to 
see tNf!dCm -..here ""duetion · 411" a2lldnas or labor to un11'orm. 
tdmpl!.- avarruza -~{C.bc_r.- u.n(ler which the 1nt11Yictu.n.l.; private· 
label', was completely !!llbsumad. Hence it tailnd to .,.;., ~ 
t!!IPU11er:1li!f of' aouial labor under this opacit'to f'orm ot' the 
soo1a1-proocas or mode· o'f.pro'duct1.on, where 1ts .•aooia~• :rorm-
is attained only thrOU8h the medium ot.ox~~ge, or_ the med1fit1on 
of ·.an out&idn. ·not humo.n. :f'or-oe. The t\QW!jllty of:_labors or·· · 
d11'tgront 1nd1vidllnle nchi<>vod through allenat1on o1'.tlle1r -
private persons could have beP.n Wl1atnka" f'or f'ree(l,om "only". by · . 
!rlm who had so abstl'uot n eonc.,p1i1cn o:f it,-~-!'! M!T'-r.h(;'seo 
that he himself was the vlctim·or ~~ Qt nrodggtion ttiat 
hcd thft mnate:r:v· ov~r men, and thus m1aaod-_ tt11_ tho' ~1nlta 1ihat:· tiho' 
form o-r ya1ug. had to th-9 'fo1:m · o:t' ;:tocin1 prQ.£..ugtion. 

Marx leaves this miat-envelcp~d ~~l'ld and ret~s ue to 
the beginning tirst or the oommodit.y-t'orm, then or ro:rm or 
producjion. fro stresses that the commod1 ty' rona is a ~eter1ous 
th!.ng simply bueause in 1 t the eooial. cha:r"aoter or men s l.aboUI' 
app1111rs to them ae the obJective character stn:o,oed upon the 
product ot that ~nbor~ beaauan the t•elet1cn o.t' ',th~,.-:i;:rod1.lcr:rs to 
1;he •= totr.l ot their own labor !.e presF>ntad to them ae a £oa1al · 
relation,· ex1et1ng,. not bettJae:n 'the1noelvee bu.t between 'the .. 
prodl\ot& ot: th,ir labor." (r • .l'.ed. ,pp.42-3l \The tantast1c torm \!)) 
that tho I!I0011l1 re.l.at1on betweon men asawurta Te 1:r 1 t wto:'e ~ - ; 
relation between th1ngs(1.ilthn -!Ef" or moD in tiJtl?-"'ieidUf j:qw.s;. ') 
1s t'antastia, ll9_t. beoauA"D-unr~ -:tn-ther-mnrkat";-1;<g~ 'b:smme..--~ 
ll_!a nn un:reo.r:-thl't is. not truly aoc1nl, 9s n r1'9lnt1on b"twnn.'•· 
lii.IUI.o. 

That the ~nntast1e to~m 1e the truth or the 1nvertad 
rela.tiono 1n a aoclety whore the procneo of produt~tion h&.a the 
mastery over men Marx atntes 1n unambiguous ~~rmG whan he 
wr1 tes that they anpnnr 1-!hnt- thA.'f really aru • ••• tha rolations 
connecting th~ lnbotu• ot one lndi vidual rl th thn t or tho re ot 
!!'penr not as direct oocio.l >•e:lat1ono bRtw~•m individuals at 
work, but as whAt thny roaU:r !IJ:lt, !!lllterisl re~;t1!1IlJI. botwoen 
pora;.;n& bfi.:l kiSlolal l'7lntiope "pafwnpp thingn. ~ \4.l'.aO.,p.•"\4, 
om.pbneie 1n original GnrmRn ed. 

nnd nbstraat freedom 
MArx gooe on to prova that categorie~ of value/are only 

toP. •terms nt thought oxpreRs1ng with aocial vnl1dity thft ccndi
tlontt n,-,d r'i~l!=!'t1nn~ or th1B hist.or1~!\l1.!f-§11to~m1nf!:;.\ mollfJ ot 
vroduct1on• by <:OCtl'!\ot1ng 1t to !tlhll4. !UOt\P.d Of pt•oaution "hnre 
~ereona~ depend~nae hero chnrRct~r1~oe the Poo1P-l ro~ationa 

or proUuotion -jue:t &P: muah nl!!l 1 t Goo~ thtt other uphert'fn or lite 
orJJ:An!.r.od on thu bneis ot' t.hat nroduoti.on .. • And.ho ctresaoat 
~aUt ~or the ve~y ~eaP.rin thnt-pPrPonal dep~ndcnae·ro~~ the · 
grl')undworlt ot' eoa1o!!tY • thero~ _!e no neoeen1 t: !or l!!:;beu.r :m;1 1ta 
prOducts to R!~ume n ~antnstlo r~rm ~irt~rent from their reA11t7.• 
(I.P."tl,pp.4S-!l) 92'~0 • a 



since 

., 

.!!Wle:!O!!<!ll "The l1f'e-proceas of' soo1oty, 'Wh1ch is. baeea.·t>n:the .· · 
proceae o:r material. produot:S.on, does not·.atr1p o:t1".:1t11·mysUoal.. 
veil until it 1e treated as production by :treely aesooiated men· 
and is oonoo1ouely regulated by them 1n accordance w1 th· a settled · 
pl.an. ll - . . 

Until then the Sp!!cil"ica Ji11'1"erent1a of the value-f'orm, 
_remains a searet even.· to a. R1oa.rdo. _ Ju.st as.-much· ~s _the 
egu17alent form remained a seorat to &n.Ar1~totle who l1ved.1n 
111 Greek ooc1ety t'oanded upon slavery. How could' it be. ·otherwio!i 
when the most unnatural !Uld fantastic :torm ot" all-lla A!IIIF.· · ·.: 'c\•,J 
gommosUt:r-:torm o:t l>',bor, labor pover, is 8.COepted by tliis sco1et;r ·<\ 
ao _a matter- cr course? ---·!: 
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Oet.l2,l919 

Dear Groce~ 

This ·is ~ a commentary upon your Notea on ~u·~~;~~:~~,J 
which I have Just.r~cetvad and h&va not_yct had ·a chanoe 
It io a. bt.~iet" .question m:u-k :tc one of' tL'lo . .-ooncepta·.1ou. 

, --thnt or la-..and thSt onl.y,because ! s<>nse what appears a wrong dixoa,ci:ion in the dtnrel.onment, ,or porh!;pe, I shoul.d sq 
rathPr a oer~n i~at1~nce to have, done 'With,R1cardo :an<!' the 
law or val.ue~- ·1. on the_ other· band; am ._ls:(feping.:O.way an1 
pol.etnio against ru.oardo, t'or I 1>-iah ,to deal~ with hi.m td'ter 
I have rerP.ad,the whol.a or C?pital. and ''rhaories pl.ua,lli.c<<I'(!o' 

o\m work~ !rh!it is beonuoe I wish tc ·U11ss non~;.,~:o~r~~'. :th:~e~::F~;:~~;~~~ which is onf! ~eaaon :f"or· my noteo on Ch~. I bn no 
I w~e f'eel1ng rn.y way b1 '" ree_tatement of , the 
1n te~ms or the determ~natione-or esaen~~- and·ot- rormt 
tha cne- to the other .e.s tightly as the plt.rt1cu.lax• !s ~inked-
the·un1versa1 1n the r~a~n o~ notiori. · 

Natl.U'a~l.y, all or. oufl n~te.a :?.re Just. ~(\tes· niid ti.hel-Ei: 
rtl.l be .t'ullor development as ue go along. llut you put .a territic . 
stress on the t'etish1am or l.aw wh"n you say ."Capital. eannot be , 
understood 'od.thout this concept of Hegel. • Hegel, how:ever, had 
not only that concept, which Len1n'·both .emplmi!i:r.e4 and al.so·vo,,..,..,..,.,, 

· abo~t, b~t &lao the concept or lnw aa aseential rolBt1on• _ You 
'~11 reeal1 that Lenin right artar quoting· Hegel on Appearance 
as againet Law belng the tota11tx 1 remarked: 

"But, further, al.though it ia alear, it is 
· ac>'mowl.edg'ed, it so ems ( f>P· :L36tf) that 'la"' 

oan ovnr:oome thin 1nndequao3 ~ i11o~ude also 
~he negative sidel and .Totalitat .dar Erscheinung. · 
Must return here! ·. 

R1cardo 1 e 
Marx aaretul.l.y leads the attack against/ignoring of the 

.tl2l:!!L under whiCh va~ue beao:neo exchange val.ue, on the one htlnd• 
and thtr~ reduction of tJr1vatA J.abor. to social ~abor, on the 
o'ther hand. 'You '"n'1te: -•in Cn.pital, wt.LC.t He:o.x attaaltB in S:~1.th. 
and ll1c,.rdo ie precisely the r"duetion ot" the form ot' value "'1th 
1 ta contradictions And transi tiona into opposite to th6 lo.w o:t:' 
va1uo or detormlnnt1on of value by l.?lbor titne. 11 Sut it 1a not 
that ~hey rO!duoed the t'orrn 1111" val.ue to vnlue; it i~ that they 
"treat_ thP. -rorii oi" value aa a. th1ng or no 1mportnnoe~_ and th11s 
• overlook that whi.ah 1~~: the .d11"fsrent1e.. spec1t'1c:e of __ the:_ va~ue 
rorm ••• • And that pr~oiecl.y beoauoe they had al.readlf ~~ 
~to lts sociAl. rorm, without swm knowing that they had 
done so. It is not thnt oon~oto~sng~a. o~ knowing, would hnve 
sol.vad the ri•Mle. But 1 t 1.11 th.~t theY hnd appraaohad E:saantilll. 
Relation with val.ue concept and stG!npAd thf!re. (Hegel. may 
nl. eo ha.va sto;)pll!id there, c.nd thi P ma.y pt-ove fill 1mpo:rte.nt tran£1-
t1on !"Oiu:~ .!rom d1n.leot1oel 1donllmn to d1u~uat1o mater1o.lism; 
cr. nap. Mnl'X '" hl.e C.-1t1'1un of HegA11nn·D1nleoti.c1 tho se-ot1on 
whern h" Rpoako or Hn~e1, ht\vl.ng """ nt~ndpoint o:r cJ.asdcal. · 
ooli tictt~ eoonomz.) Nar:r., on t!1n other ·hw1ci 1 ~ there.-
Thnt in 'loihy, whnl"" the ?.ionrd1an l~>W o'f valtt~ ....,e " simple 
OUA~t1on Of deter~~nntion Of Vnlue by lnbor time, nna n Violent 
l'ibatrnotion or ovoryth1ns thnt oontrndictnd that l.&" appnrontl;y. 
~4nrx•,:; li1W of valu" '·f; :pArmi :;tad to undorgo n s~l.r-deVflsmmnnt 
>ohich hn~ 1 t I'&I<Oh to the •g.,nrrnl nbool.ut~ ltw11 ot the >'oeervo 
n:nny o:i' lnbor. iwl<rll<lm:e"""xb 9232 
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I have Bllkharin '• !!1 Etor1onl. l4'ltl!1'1a~1JIIll ana.'< W1~l 
read 1t a~ong with your M~KX commentary, which I>&m looking 
:t'or:ward as I note 1t 1s riot concluded. One thing that has .mo,< 
conceJ-ned ie 1n what f.Q.m._to put" my nctes on Capital~ 1 note . , __ ··. 
wi<th great Jealousy that Marx nevel:' allowed himsel:f' to be involved. 
in an abstract debato, and-1nsiated on the oonartrte, ·beg1nn1ng ~-- -· · 
with the concreto commodity, tho ooncrAte ~evolution. Luxemburg • 

. !lukharin Bogdanov et al, however, nll begAn abstrRotly: W>at u 
politloa:!. economy? what 1.~ :l.ts history? etc. oto. and landed 1n 
an a,.-t'ul abyss; you should Juot see the mnas L11xemburg ia 1n
th~.-o is noth1ng 1n her book on Pel1t1ce.~ ~:conomy b'..tt anar-chy on 
the aide o:r·oap1talism, plan on thn side o:t' eoo1a~1am. Absolutely 
nothing als~. I 1il'Ould appreoia te thornt'ore eu..gg~stione t'rom you 
(and naturRl.l.y J) aa to the .rarm (w:!thD~\t ~uctet!<'n m!:lr!:~} the::: 
notest even na hoc onoa, ohould ba oagt 1n. Or shoul.d .1. walt 
till my de6p~r comprehension or the world obJective aonnRotlone 
givA ~""'l~ content the propor f'oron'l 
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