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..:1~-~ ·;:J-r; _ T~_"~k:S··:i'or_ yo~ -~~~---n~tes •. _ i ~as_ vet;Y: ~p~e_as~d :;t_~ ;g;_~-,~~ii~m.
,;_~;As_ for rrf1 not _a.slting;pack the.phqmple_t, :·tb,at._ ·i!.~·:the;·a~-y~tage 

. ,:-- .': of'· 'bein._o; a bcurgeols. ·I di4n '· t "at· a~l. .·intend. tl:)e. inscription 
--·. · ;.'to·:-,b<9 c.o·ld .-or_ ·unf'rlendly'e .. If' ~;I ·.am goi-ng to mo~rqw, --_I- 1,11.-:phone 

::.:: .. bUt. I do·! t :_-know _at the moment ... i-~ ·I -.a..ll XC _o~ . .no.~-~~ I_-.:~;harr:1Ed 
-,~; · ·_and~hnrried; the_se .. dB.ys •. I have. q.lways got_ my 1'1nger,r-1.nt~ too 

·~ -~~ ·· ·:_·,m·a.,y_~ i:il.'"ee-~, ·and al.wa.ys :t~y to have "·too :ntEUl:f- -things_·g9_1:ns·n_at cin<B 
,-;:;~·;; anci 1iv1rJ.g-.1s.~an -SndlesS war.-_with time ~d_,un.:f;1n18hed"~tasks, 

. j- .,,.. · · • .:andrmorc un:finished ._-t&sks • .-.-Last,_night,· ·;I :went.:over_,~C?.u;-,.,a.oCtilcil:._ 
., < .-- ';·ar.t1cles·~·1"or_ ·a: f"or_thcoming ~bo_ok -o:f' ,essays,. anc}: 'fth6_t;L ·x:".e_a~.~ and 

:-n~~-~-.:~·:-· woke_,1Up.~.today-_with-rrry- e:-es :1n a stat~_··o'£-:-~ena.c;e _ _.,rrom _ _:the_; e!'f'olt 
and \·.ther_e ;--ar~ ;mor_e_ things. Ot"_,_.co~se I. dance •. +-~- is_ 'qQ~geoi.s 

-~ p:~.~t. that <accounts J:or. it.,- how~vei".. :_-~f · .. ; · ')t:.::' ' 
-i!\).e•·:·- • • .. •. - . '; .' ' - ·-- _};;.1_--:. ;.,.. . -. ..: • • • ·, 

_ ~.-r;:• .~-;"I.:hava; bo~.n-)ne:o.ni.Iig;·to ·-wr1..tt;" • .-,You .. ;".~11· ,_w ... ~_a_k •. _I reaa. a11 of'< your 
·:-::r:-: e · thinBS -except_':-the ·I_"ebuttal., -and am roturn:!.ng. them. :t_ s.lso went 

• ~~r • • --:-through<the_ .. ::tb.ree enrlie~ Russi.an_:art_i_c~~s in the,,_N.~., 
,_, "':' · :.: .·_n-- ~~-~-- _ .• ; L- ·· _ -~''- :::'''!•"'- ~;: .. ., - · _ , -. ..-.··,,._ 

· ... ',: I- l"'3tain rrr:; _non~-pos1.-tioJ;t ,or_ ,suSp_onde_~.- jud-gment· on :the.-~_nS:_ture c£ 
· • ~sov1e_t, ecqnomy:. -Freud:_,rema.rks_: in ·;tlls .AltDElX.AU~O-~IOGRAPHY. ap'I'-

opos o£ cri.tic1sms of him, thRt scienti!'icall~, it ~s often 
-, ~ : .· _ necess_ary 't!o. -YI_ork<''i t}?. :tndet~rminata hyp~theses_ •. Sci~nt1.r._1cal:JT 
:i.~ .• :this . .is_o!'ten<the.case.,: .. It __ ~s ~o :in the _,cas_e,~o!' .. the ·no.turo o;t 

~ '-/~·-·· H.ussian _economy T.qe, p_rpbl.e~s ·-'fl~ic~l-i 1? ::i-.a.i.~es._;sh9u~d. be. s_tud1.ed 
. . wi.th :the two:.posi_tiot;" :h<J·lq. 'l'-~ ,qypothes_es •. That ,;ts .. what I, th1x¥· 

Stalinism~· and ,tho:.-C~, Cannoni tes· h!l.V8. done_. B. ~-lot. _·to dis
·: . .-.: credlt_-any,-such tentativen&ss.,·. t-0. ~cas_t'ig'ata ~t -~s- waakz:t_GP:l, 

- . ··_·speculation, ·pe_tit bourgeo,i:s and ·s~ qn, .and~w:i·th -th~s,·_.th.ey 
..... ;,/.hav~(a) ·.traineP. a ·lo\<.ot: peopl.e -to know,history ble!'or" history· 

v/ knows her_eelf"-, and -to J~av:e. the_ ruture, mapped ,oU:t" .in_ .a~ vance 
--:·-~:~,.-_. thf\llks to thepl'"ograrinne_, the- pa.r.ty, the·dia.lo~tics, _and(b ) 

.- _ to ..mS.ko~ peqple f"eel_ too~ishly: gui-lty i,f they .. don • :t haye ,fl. con-
:~·.·,_" elusion when,t!}ey.-don't have a g:I-ound· ror .a-_co.nc~u~i.on.~ :~e
---· ~- conc-lua~on -w:e come_ to teats and oon!'irms our-. hypo~eoes_ a.nd our 

~de£initio11:s,- anp. often-, our __ starting point_s __ must be .vary-~tenta.-
.... •.-- t_i_ve in._ch_a.ra.c,ter. -.On Sovio~ economy, ~is, seems .. to be ·the 

bes.t way_ .. to go aboU:t it.·_ Also.,~.1_t .is bec,ause .rr~m d_ifl .. et"op.t 
standpoints,_ tho s~s practicnl. conclUsions .can l)o reached. 
From the standpoirit Or e:t._ther a~_·deganei'ate·d y;orkers, state. or 
bu.roaucr~atic collect1.vism. or\B can .conc~ude !"or or- againa_-~ 
dofe.n·se. ·From. your- utandpoint_, and Jinuny•s- o!'· course one can•t. 

To_·-'~"ontin~e •. l:n- a disou.ssio'n bo:rore- a _~arge group _of_ students 
last _summer 1n''M1nno.npol1s. I., .r_or thll :first time_, made a tenta.-
tiv" otntement that I wns 1nol.1ned towards accepting the thesis . 
or· 'burea.u. crat1o O_ollectiviSnt, bUt on. ra:riO .. o. tiOn·, I. :think .I was -~-----

:ce'c<>:·. 8989 
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hasty and lriz;r •. \"fu_en I read Max's part o.f THE }lEW CD URSE, I waa 
not -satisfied wi~h i-_t; _and I f"elt that tho cond!:ti.ons O:r tii'IX .:tliK 

.-theory· hnd· not ,berin'- ritat .at' all by Max• For a. t-l-teoretical pre_- · 
s~ntetion, the econorr~c questions have to be· raised and dealt 
with.-. The "quot_ation from Max which .you put in a :raotnote· . 
is· v·ery confusing •. For there, Max says that_ bureaucratic collec-
_ti vism __ .is p_ro_gr•essi ve :historically. This ·can well lead .him to 

•''a ''deilre'sis t· po.s·i·t:ron;, ~Is. it 0 conotril-cally progresSive :·nna. poll ti
.,-. :ce.:J;ly·r~·actionsr_-y:?-:It: _Sd"~ .. ~~~ch; .l:s-~pr.1or'?--Prior: ill: the logical 

s6n~e:_fier-e,~--of:/ coura0.- Further,-.a: continuation of: st:udies euoh 
-~--;a:s -·:YOUrs ·"'see·ms the ·orily way, to ansWer ',the· questiOn a Fo·r·-the the

.. :: :•_,.'a1s_'_of bUreaucrElti:"c ·colleciti'v1:sm·raises 'a quastio_ne Let~s- call :Hi 
·-~·1 the' 'qU:oeiciil o£ necessity; Is ·a 0Ul'leaucrati_c ·-phase· !'or 

--~ V :raising the' 'prodUctive level of s:mc. a -_backward ' y-ou 
~ ·: ·_hfiV_e '·a;r-ev_Oltit10n? Thfs· 18 :nec_essit:f :in--!1. d·l:f£eZ!erit ·ense than 

"·:,- · sa;V:1.Iig that the tritirnph 'of:. Sta1iri oirer ·the Lert Opposition was 
-.· nec~ssar:y- .. · 'l'hS:t ·w~s· ·necOssar:r in•:the :·sensa that "the )cO-relation 

·' ' 'Of ··teridQ.nci"ei! ·_arid :ror·ces wer& such· that";tbe ~.alternatiVe tenden-
::: ,-, Ci6'S_;: rei'-pr'Eisente·d 'by T; and ·tlie_ Lef't ·apposi tion:were r too·: weak, 

too weB...lt p..::.li tic ally. •Was. thEn:• a· 'Wealri\es·S ··purely :•:tn't.er'na~v ·to 
_Rus_sia, Or ?i'c.~ it _a wqr __ ld Phenoll'!-enon, a-,r.. __ ef'lecti.on_ of'· th~ weak
ness -or .... tlie worl.d- ~prol.e t~a.ri:a.t in tha' t:a.ee~ _of' wor'ld c api.tali::sm? 
we· __ =cn.n ,_s-iiy: th~t tll.B ·-'.b_ourS;:eoS1.!3 ·WS:S _·.histor!Ca~ly '-p.ecess·e:ry in the. 
f"ir~.t-·s·ense lierO, lind ·:giVe' -'s·omt:i empirical---cteinonstrat1."on 'by, say~ 
~n analysi_a_ of' the Great _French Revolution. Can "Max do the same 

.-in:·· thE' :ca'ae)·_o:r- thf:·:_RU.ssia..'"1 .RevOlutlcin? __ Th:ta· _is '-One·'o-r _-thS-~quee-. 
·tiona ,which, the ~h9.ory :or 'bur'eaucratio c·o1l.ecti~ am -ra.lses. 
':. ;· .. -~· .·.:~- ~:--{; __ ..;·,: .:;,. -'·,•,·:' ., .. : . .:::_ ~~;~,:)·_--_, .. · ... '· 

, ·.,_:::·.!:til ·gS'rte·ro.l:s-' ;·I_ hElve· ·neve~ ·~·re.ad'~a :reallY ··con_vinc1.ng ·presentatl.o.n · 
-~!:: cif· ·.tli~ _btire-auoratic the.eis\;- Burnham's j_s a··-Very 'shabby 'one. It 

-~:·:~:. ;i;'s nbn:..:emjl1rlOa1·,• '-wi. t~ou·t ·any :··an'S.ljsi_s_ :o:r the-~•econo~ .-or --Italy • 
•·· :--:. _Oerin·a..~y i·-Ru'5"5!8._ ·!lri-d: ··t_ne· ·.U.s;- -'·It· 1-_s not· "so· ·much:_ a· pol'i t_io'al one • 

-~. ~ ,:;,_iri'·theuauB.l.; a~ns_e :o:r·-_pol:ttioal-,-~;:btit-:l..2.'atner, ;~t- 1·_S 1:nior'e riarrowlv 
~-"-pbliiical::- it i'a a_ti:admitifat-vtiti"Ve ·argUmo.llt·;·:and-'be.s·e'd· on the .. 
' .. •adini·rii's_t:rfltiVod ·_:ra:c'be'.-· Thls ~lead's me- to sUspeCt.' th'e' :f"ol~owing. 

·::·rAdmiri1Sti'at1ve:ah9.1ys1sr1s Q ne·w. rn'Son's or- (a).!retrent·t"rom ~!nrx-
··'i•nl'i·c!utd'(b) . .,.;alrening'of:'l!.arxi'sm;&nd c'(c) n· &tibstitut.o•!:roi:l . ' 
recononlib ffn'9.1:ys1G · thn.t ~ uld· be· -p·oli tically-· oo-ro1at~d:•· "Bu:r-nhnm 
1·s r~BI1'·1ti"s"tana8::of a·.·_BrEldy"in. P.tT3'I!-t'1!;SSAS ·A sYS'!'J4Thi is ~b. 'A T.lru'l 

.,···named· ·B1sOn·,: au'thoror·.a--reeBnt- ·llo/jk 'cc.lle·d ·JAPAN'S -\';AR'E-COHOMY 
'('I think l whioh I hnv<i r;otten nhd 1o.tiked at •is ,,,..· Bu't 'to m n
tihue. ·The· accifl:lfst l'evOJ.utlori. :1s ·lOn€; overdue'. Th"c-t: -t,ropcqui-

. 'sites. ·ibui !'.or .oapi ta-1is,. hove·1,ong been ·historic,;~ l;r established. 
The: d~Cay or c!iP1_te.lism- Lenin, 30.1-d ·that"· th~x·e 'e.~e: r.o hoPeless 

• situations t:o!' 'ciau'itulisnt', Adam 3>nith s'nid ·thErt'thare is a 1ot 
of )itin ·1n. Sny ·i!:vStem:.. "iloulci, in this_' sitU'Rtioh~~ lead to ··suecens-

''1._ve "dev!ntiohs ·.rl'_crn--t;pe norm._ ·~·norm· ·in the 'est1mri.t1on- or 
·' ~: ·.tendencieS is'· ,o,-'theoret1cnl -and sYnthetic· nnal:ysiu 'which ·is n 

moons ,os; ga_uging o.nd rnensuring. This is centrul in _Marxiun 
-·· . ''methodology, and .it 'is pr.acise1y.'this n:e,thod!"log1on1 oonsti•u-

ction iv~i'oh(a)'so. many. borgeo'ilvpoliticni and Jdn,., · .. ooncmic 8990 
annlyut.o cnn•,t grasp, and (b) which, is. t>eyond, .tl\O. radical 
1t1tul '1getit:.ula TihO hnvo h&un \vr1 bing co_ ~- agucly _on theBe qumuct:.a1 
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,.· .. 
::.:. ~-; q\test!rins in recent :years; ~The ·nor~··her'ec-pe~its -~~. ~ ~~easure 

·· ~.,- ~~e :deCay· o.f- c.ri-?1 t9.1:!.s~. But:. the S:i tuati·on :t.s ___ :one 70~ :decay. 
;-: • . ·- - -- -- •. -- . - . . . • -- ~ ' r ' •.. ) -: '! - . . . 

:·=In-that decsj, wa ·have. the :fOlloWing -phenomenon-~-:.tha'\i.J:~e inte-,. 
: · gral with :the s1. tti.ation,;_.·:l.: _:_The normal.. ebaracte~-~ o:t: .~.e9:u:rrent 
: >:war;-. and· thE? co·-relnt:l<?n'-Of· this ~wi tll.·.war: r;'conomy. --~ias .,e:_conomy- :1! 

:'not·.'an- 11 · ·acc'ident~1-_. ·.The·:.tend.rncies -~xpresse_d,·i~ .'W~·-·,ecoiiomy .-. 
. '~'hs.ve.: long 'boen -1.n_:_ex1stence. ·and :they ·are .der:iva{>le 1'roll! the 

J..a.w of' the ·f'allin~- rate oi'" prof'it, and with thiss. the .tendency 
f'or ·-f'ixed,·and vuriabl8 capital -to·.show c. g~ort.i'lg ~(lis proportion. 
2: :The- f'n.ct "that··the world is·~trustii"iad· •. -3: The ~.aoceler:ati.on o£ . 

• nll'-prOcessB-s r.hich· create_. unevenness .when ~apitalism -if!, regardEd 
·::- !'rom· a world ·staildpoj_nt. • -. 

In thi~. -~1 tuat~~~:·'i t is m~~t "'tempting always to. t1nd ---~.new :t...ltHG
tlieoi"y. l1' you can t'ind a new theory,. you cen most_ easilY e :xplah 

-:-;.:.~~_:~{e;r:ything; ·The nev,; theory of'-bureauo.ratic coll6ot1vis~, how-
-';--:·.. evet'-i · 1eads ::to ~-·o.J ZJeri.oUS/:q\leation: ot:~r:evis::lng 1 Marx. <.:No~·- I_ em 

, per1'.ectly willing to revise anybody when tht~re .is ground. Ent _ 
.. - :-- ·the eciidlti·onUTo.f·.theoryrdemand,,thnt--4.~~~~tbe-ocy 1be .made con-

-' si'stent w!:.thivrhB.t--haa:alr.eady.;be~n .. ~~~-qp,ed; .. or(b) :that one optn 
... , .. lY ~a~·~.i~j_inConSiu ~eric'~,-_ :,e.nd" tlieii-- 9~~:;.-~~taJD.·":Wo~-king,:cn tho ·bee 

~ :·.basis ·:.o.f:"'nn-::inconaiate:raay ___ and: after:ll:,proceed:..,:rurther.,.r_-test what 
· ,· I hs.Vs already concluded,- ·gather niorEf'r'aciti and so .on,.'t:C w111 kk 

,,,... '~hsn--tr:r•-to d<>al with fuia inconsistendyl";-t c .. . '·. 
•--~:1':/:7;i-·.-:-r.~~--~-,r ,-.::· r ~-, ' •• ,·.:._., :~::1".L·~;;_.-,~-.-,.4~i~1';_1:_\ o" :·.' ·-.l--;;f 

· llow.ll:m . ._the ·other:~ ha.nd,.--:I "stispGctyou ar.d):£!1lmny.• ct: ,an ·-1nclina.t1on 
·.toward. t.:orml\11 ty •.• You; state· that :tho :l4~'·o:t\-.mot1on ·or. •oapi tal-

-~.: ::!ani. s~x·ve aa·the ;t.ea·t-.. here_, 'don.tt_ you? ... 1Qp.f'P:Oil':l.t~out;'•the .·rOle 
~ -.: __ of_ the . .rwor'.ld·· .. marke.:t:- ... ~n the.-\;question(_df'/i~oe.r3..~~-tl;lg· :Ruesian,'_economy. 

,, And ]!c.thipk·~ou dO'i,en· adm!r-able:·job cinjfi!<l.tting· dat& .and' putt1ng 
.it -toa:ethere . .rBut .. ther:e.:us.-._:tn_suf't':1ci.entt4e_:ta-..A·s .Ja~ Weber re
·_marke·d,-,: you have. 'to~-:·get- niore .'dS.ta~ nnd ?e:litt:a' c:ur~ve. \~hich ·will 
show .mOra _gra.phi.call'y • tho- tendencie!! ,.,:!With this-, I -think •the 
next- ;.task· is· that di' "the or tical -:and· :stO.l.is:tieal :co ~r.elRtion o!" 
the <b:m:''d:ate:.:yo\1 ea.-., .set and have·a:li'e.ad:T(sotten conee~ning 
Huso1:-nn economy w_i~~:ra.ots con'oerningS;tf:te __ world market • 

• : • .!· , • :.->.-;;.- :.~~ · -~-,.-.,;c,:l.-, ·::;,:t __ ,':·:-·.!t~et!.ti·:.! .. _ 
Wi tll. th1s,··.a h;i.~tciri.o"al analys1s' 'is,.!n'\eded .that goee -back 

:· .. ·to ·th~<imrnedi:atepost-VersO:iJ.les: p:erio41,"l\a:t·least,-. and co
·r.elatea :the. mal"ket;·· t~e-- .. cdnontic·. changes, £and ,tho .po1it1cnl 

"ten~e~~~ie~/ ··:. .. · ~.:.:··~, ~_.- '" • .~ _· _',~ ,:_:.;,-:.j~~~~·;· ,-. 
. ·:· Th~\~indotarlr·ir{O:teness .or ·aot1c·lusions·.hcre io ·not 1ncona1fl

tent;·:mth .o.:pol'itfcal Viow on RussJ:nri' POlicy .... The con~euqnece:s 
of· do:ren·ac·,· -the_ cons~quetices of StaJ~ri ~sJsUecessee :etc.· 'can b(! 

·:. ao·e·n, -and ·on.··_a dfrect --sndpra.ctio-al •.l:itisis~' ·olio ·can:say- against 
-, Sts.liniam·. In othe'1-t :words_,·--thoot.teticnl·-'diffei"ericea- haro ·don't. 

, . flt-·-llra:~1ent .:load --to prtictical 'ditfer,ancOs •" <tn methodology an in 

,; ~~e~y!>hing .e~s.o.;;tha cnnr..on_~:o,; ,~~~~~t~~.· Tl\? dc.mnnd .~•ot oSSgl 
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progral!l...r.Ultic but also r.iethodolog-io.al itgr6~ment. TheY say that- i.!" 
you say.A,.you must say B. They, BPply t~s rnethdologically. Ir 
you have _byp-othEJsis. a, you_ must reach b". But this is. just not the 

--~ · · ·-'-~case _.:·-T'nis ils· ~o_ ·emp·:trical.ly ·1.n the -his. tory or sc_ience ... -,It is 
.:~~so:logi.cally~ -A ~statE:rnent··can ·.bo-:10gics.:l:;ly, true_··i:f,:the,·.con-
.- :elusion :ls:_true • ·_and the premise is f"ulse • A :!'else :premise-. a· 

: ·· ·_ !'a.lSe-lijpothesi'f:l: O.oes:ri' t _U.bBoltitely--~de tor~i.ne -a :ralse,• cm.clu.o.. 
.,., ·'e1on. Th1s'methokdog1ca~ r1g1d1cy ·as dil'i'erentiated i'rom.rigor, 

· .... ·.":is ··used ·.-.a: bureauCratiC_- inStruMent )to frighten .boys and.-.girls. 
e·_ape·c1al1.y :boys <i:md---gir~s~.-who ·:are· r"1dd0n:·.with:guilt .. because they 

. hP.vS. peti t1.bourp;eo1s ot':1g1ns 4 and-... ar_e ·s1ni'u1.1J" ·intellectual. . 

· :, ;~:.;~,itl~~,i; •·~·~ 'you-~a~e -~~r..;;~e~ j~~'~:n>othes~s ;~!' ~£ate 
:.·VI ·capi:tl!lisJ!i• When ·did ~1 t become ·state capi t~iem? Was i t';state 

· · ., .... ·ae;>1ta~is_m··in ~928. · Can you start·.1'rom:the.~928 i'igures. 8nd 
ae.y__ it becruue_ stn.te capitalism, or -_was:·:i.t ;already thnt-.t_hen? 
This.,··_again, stresses· the need t:or a cXIIX!!X curve. · 

.;):; ': ··: .. y ' ' ···_l_ ,, ~ (:··;,·· :_·:;i_~ ;_{ 
,i;_.,· ·,_ <It<ia c·le,-ar:·.now--that"',the.:r>e have always::·,been~:c:ap:i.ta1:tsti:c elements 

~ .- -iri.-'lhi.asinn-'.·ecciriomy ~ · The· -·point":about· ·cepi·talism.'i."s .. -capi:ta:l:_. 
~T"ne n.~cumule.. t1!)ri' and -'CO@gtiJ.ati.on or_. capital. 1s one· o~ ·the cen-
• trS:l···:raotOrs,:· B.nd -l:t· 15 ·here wht3rl3_ ·-so>llla:o'j: :people ·have_.-gone ., -; ·v-· ·.·-·o-rt: ot··--t.heir.-. beam. T'.ae· .dlro've ·of. _0\ynerohip and ·admilliStratio'n 

,~ has ~:lon"g·;be~n· a-- pronounceci f'.actor in c·epi tali am;; end .the coagu.-
');:-<· 1at1.oli;~ot.::c&?i_ta"l1sm 1nto large_-·blocs ~leads _~_to~·the r 1sa.'o.f·tha 

~ ad!;inlstra-lo;Or-.:·Marx (t'oreos.st:-this • It ·happens ;··in .'oapi tal.ist 
... 1 ~ _ .•.•• countries·~·:~A_-_T··&: T 13·' administratively ruri:,:-sci···i~- the mot1on · 

pic tu'r'e- lndustcy;,; ::In. terms '~of'. national· .ecO::·Jomiea ,··:thiS. is seen 
in the rise·o~ the countries Wh1ch had a late _development, 

;y_: :- ·notably"Oe~atr'J end Jape.n, ·W:[th.':this i '·thar:·e::was :, r·also, a closer 
-r \ ·~11iikage.~or--buraauracyJ~-:cmumxxx·.·church~ .army.·etce:· This·. ·is· al.l 

·.-:c.· coriSistant Wi·th• yo'"<Jii~_hypOthesis, · an·d·.-_·I~am! o'pen· to-.it.··~Ut I f1m 
·· -1nt6llectuallj suspid."otis .of': yoU.' r·:think -yo\i.~inclirie townrds 

econondc·-.for_ni8.11sm.·. I r.eca1l'~J;ttnrity'. be-ing at ·my-: House to: go over 
·· : oiuf o'f"-•nty <Napoleon- artiCles ·-w:~th ·me; ahd::t~~king·:_ o:f_.:thia. __ . , _ . 

s~at111:g·w:ith· conv!,cti·on·thnt _.a1:1·_ or-. the _laws: ot,~mQtion:ot: capit_al-
i• 'ism apply '1n Ru351a,· and· s.i'.tarv;ards ·I :thought, o1'··1t. and could on~J' 

·-~ 'rerri.ain in,; tbe,·same, inCvnd. us iv_e :vo-Bi tion *.cr stiap·ended :--judgment. 
"I· wondered- then-of' him· were ."he not overly 1"ormal.-_~:-:•_·. · 

w, 

~ Ut-~·d 

•." , -· ; ' • -~ - •' r "' • ' ·: • • ' ' ,. ' • ' ' ' ,.· 

<V~1at do you think o!' the thesos cf tpe Germans? They impress me as 

1 ,-":·non-empj.r:tcal·, .. and,_·· in ~thO last arialysis,.. :there ~-teheses· ·seem to . y'-- :ne_ · cter.:t-vab'le ·:!'rom :I£egs1. r~ot hin.to:rry-. -The: di.alectic~ spoo~ unwinds 
. ·" b'ackwnrds,. and .just au :tn old•'age;•-wa br..come children.:a.gaJ.n and 

pinch the -legs of tho gir~s and have temper tan:ti .. ,cs;'- e_o does 
capitalism do the same thing. It. revet"ts to barbarism.. Hather than 

-say. this._ I think :wo should keep~ in m1rid uneveitiesa·.-:·With uneven
··nes~;· we· soe·,<a1ongstd.o of the liistorico:I -succes's' of' capitalism, 
its hisotricu~, .. !'ailures • .lts !'ai~ur"e to. !'igeat ·barbarism. The 
O~d- Man pnssing~Y 'sc.id oi' ;fascism that·ft vcm1ts up .a~~ oi' the 

:undigested btn"bSrism. Ot: ita Olul· .. condi t.ion. And Jwl..nrx_.:romo.rked that 
th~ paot· presses ·on the brain o.f li·,;ing ma.."'l_like . .-an· awl.. This 
pe.ss·e~ presses .on·the brain· o!"-.man be_eauao thore_ ·are ro·nd1tions 
in c:apitnlism :ror thf: porpetuntion ot: oloments of the px.a:tl:T.x pnst. 
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··;- '. :. ·, -~- . _:- - ;- -•. _ . '· :,::: . ,.,. 
. .:Wi·th·, -th±a ,·I~ thi_nk ··thS:t · 'tlie'_ Gerutaris' aite _wrong 'iri.-\"!hat.·~·:_they aay. 

of' _s~a.\Te 'lttbor·.:.-.And~ th:!.fl--leads me· to' rErr~ect on Ru3s1a~ The !'act 
that R\iss_ia_ ho.s had _to. _depend so much. on slave l.abOr-~ nri.d- the 
f'8C't· :t:lli'a.t it: hO.s ·s 6.: c-r.nrr>ed the --ct.il tural --d.e.ve lopmeD.t:/of' .. the masses 
casts liSht on_"e.:i>gumentS concerning(o.) the. :progresSive- _character 

. · _.of' the: ccono~y, and(b) the theory that it is_ a new_'_form o£ economy. 
--~ . ·:_- "::';'_,M_ax·- stlia tha_t~:it-·1s ·:a:m ·.a··maJd"orniat-fon.:. It .iS.; ·Bu.t·-~this: rei'ere us 

.s;-.:::: .:···. ~: :::··b'iiCk--1;0 ·the ·c_onc'e"pt:V:)h' Of' Drire ·CaP1 t_a.J:i·sn'l;·- and~:_:t-o'!t}16-:'use· of'· 
:_-: _ ,-:}s·ao·Straoi{(~d·:·norltle·-'·ai:l IneQilsr-o:r ·m_e·S.suring · t'endBrici'e3_.-.: .• _rl8c_o.ll that 

,:_· ·_ .. _ ~-: ~;~--.Marx· ~~1d·-··irl~tpe·-intror1uction· 'o:r -vO_lwne· l.·._that;:1aboZ.Oiiory- ex
'- "'·"-'-~- -'·"' ·. :-, ::.·:-'. -p_e~.1~6;-it ·_n_a~_·:b~a~~ ~.~?,e);_r~e-at· w_eapon· _o_r_ :p_h'ysi_cul. --Sci~·~ce·S, and that. 

· ·· ·f"o_r- _?Olitic_al· economy\' rea.IIy he::-e-'social scie_nce_s_: a~f-~a whole) 
;.-iibstra'ctiori 19 ·'the .. gre'o.t ~weapOn. ·_we :eW..n:ot a·xpe'ot._histOry to de-··: 

·,.'~;·:-~.; · ... ;rG1op· e:Ccor.dihi to- otir !_th60r1es-.": v~e· _nnist~·a1WS:yS_ hEtve'::this 'in 
- ... ~ -,~~ 

)-: mind·.,·. _M~ch -of -the _s\lrpr:ts_e -Of mRriy· peOple: has• ·bee·n ~-d-uEi:':to their 
dep_a·-p:d_en_ce_. ·~onglY;·.ontth:6ir · ~heories,-' tO-- what --~i t:Bh~s.d has. called 

~..... ~ -~:!;1--t,.lfe _·_f)\llaci:r_ o_f mi.spl'a.ced . concreti_on·. ~~~ TO _s·n,--_· that' i t"~i-s a rnal.-
. ,._. ···· . --~ _ ·~OI-lnB;tiOn ·c_&n he· ··bSgg1rig '1ihe~:-oque_st_10p'.;'~-~caPftti1'i_S~. is·f now a_._ mal-
........ ,...... ..:. -- ~\--'-fo_rinatiO:n·;=:...Th'o-_' .. bC>u.....t-eo·o~~-:-1.i'"'Oad~..:. i-hA.!.i'r.n·ncao.t'-'-oft:Pr..o~~~~s; ~a~ -a _ . -·-c'""-

l"Jeapcn to :qesti"oy the·- ··r.1.xed: !,d:aolOgy tQ:f~ 'f'edtiaJ:· socie_tY-;~ &lid-thtf·~ .. -- · · 
bourgeosie ·o£ the ninete6nth century' also believed_ in proeress. 
But the concep.t ·a:r progres_s haS a ditfe~ent sense in- Marx._~ I-t was 
sn instrument :for the -reea.surement of history, and_ a·n t.~e bas:1.s 
ot th~s, a means o~ affirr.~ng and denying, or ~onceiving pol1tica1· 

"·tactics and strategy and :!JO on. Marx never had in mind the idea 
that the revolutiOn should sacrifice its6lf to a· concept o~ pro
gress. In the-last analysis, this is one of the things that.the 
Carmonitos now really hold. -

:Yow .. references .to Japan are sugcest1ve. There are difference,. too, 
o£ course. Japan hEad rr.oro expo'!"'t , didn't- it. And wasn-'t thtn•e 

a _contradiction in Jspan - the need .for an export economy; and th6 
·need tor accumulation, .for devel_opment of -war industrites etc, 
a contradict~on Which widened the unevenness or Japanese .economy. 

The plan in Ruesia eliminated this. Stal.in o idn' t have to let the 
textile industry_ develop and g~Dt new nmchinery a.t tho expense of 
b?.sic 1ndu!3tr1os which araneeded :for imperialist war. 

Also, the decay or capitalism is not even ~nd ,•egular. In decay, 
cepi tnlisrn s r.ill mo.kes .;reat advances, and has reached the point ot: 
harnessing atomic energy. On· the.l'lhole, _in America, cnpita.lizsm is
~oen only in terms ot: advanced techology. Un9venness, backwardness, 
the economic and bar"baric nmleraide or -capitalism is ot"ten not at 
all grasped. Lenin and '1'1•otsh"Y approached the problems Or '.:spital
ism rrom the standpoint or the underside of capitalism, from back
vtardness. They c8Iile from .a backward cotmtry. 'Jh.ey lived in the wast. 
They na.w 1 t on top and on the bot-tom, and thoy were keenly snsitive · 
to the unevcnnea~. To Btalin unevenno3s was merely tha backsic.ie 
of capitaliern., and this relates to his economic crudity, his lnclt 
of .fnith in the maoses and so on. 8993 
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__ I:_;·J:~ka_.~-h~>-AE_~- m~:~f~l~, -~t ·is ·clear~ -_conci.se,-·1n1;_e111geriy,-·.wr·:l:~tetoL',C''~'j 
·~::,.::: >:.;,wLth ;·_in_tellec_tua1:: 1'.or_ce, .. ,-':I: _;r_etu.t."n_~i.t;·-.az:t.g.:!~~p.e::-_1-f .~_.r;m~-~-•:·.:_I· 1~ 

.~ ~:~--· --;~'f. : .,r_,<~-IJ.d.~_e.nd:_,~ge·t :J?a_c.~ tQ·~_you · _th~ .. :otfA~r~: ~.f!Pr_i.n:~si•; ~ :·,,·,~f''l i~ _:1 ~ · 
·..-.-~_~; ·.-..... <~-~',·;ri-.;·;:Z-_ ,. __ .... · "',-,._ ·• .·, -~-~1;, •. -;:,;_c __ 'r;.:t. ::n~·,f -~ .: .. ~. ">li.-:.l;.:u_;; __ . .;firf_,'7 

--.--· ·.1 ··i-~ Th.i._s-"risi~all;:·!juSt ';r-andom._ -speEl.:·lS.tion-~). omm~~~- -~-~!?.-~-~-.;t_·,~dolrp 
··n.' ·>, Oc.Ctirs,. j;'o.: ma •• :2 · - -r-
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Dear Rnya: 

Nov. 4, J.946 
NY. City 

I- hope yOur vacation. will have been-p1.eas~ng. I'll have. the stu!'£ 
. back to. you 'b:y Friday. . --.:~· ,.I .~cion;' t_-::thi.l"lk y_ou. cJ.~_sl'-ly unders.tand mat I r.~ea.nt by s usp_ended judgnie-_;-

'r.te.rlt'.t: It_.:i~:·.no~.ml-spend·ed :judgnierit"·_'on~-vmat the_: Cannoni.tes -·say·._.It 15- :-:.· 
oil.:'the_"queeti·on>o'f _a>"'deCi~s'iVti def'iriltidrco:r,~s-::d.:a.n;ec·onomy_ •. ___ .... _. -

,• ... 7 "9o.~I_>_e,ct.::,n;-e:_1f' I-_a.,in-.wrong. Yrn_en·.Marx writeis about. s_tat_e··capi_talisln,.·· 
--- ·· ·.~.<.he-_. qea.Io: wi th~·the '·tend(··ncy ·:in~- cap3.. tilif!.m: ~--to c-oB.gu-l!i_te ~:into--:~one b:ig · 

__ :_ :-· J~Wtip .. : Ot• ·:··cS:P.i:t_B.l ~- TfifS' ='ia_<·as I·· undrirs ts.rld:)i t·.·:-an ·;_ad vanced-.-_developritent 
~·-' ._~~or' c"npl t'a~-lari( i·ts··--dcca:yJ . Wh1:rih ---is ·:likol:r. ·if" ~~there~ is ·not_. the _inter~ 

~: '::'V:~_i):tiqri.O~-'the--·revOiuti~One· .. 'BUt ·if' th6 -~.u--_.·is· ~::rta.te capltalism hei-~• 
_ . ~-~.~-,4~~6 ·: to ·_ ~Oc'~gn~·~~ tha ~ · i ~'has. ·de~elO:Ped ;no·t ::ac·cording _.to the 
:·_:.no~ ~of._ such -~ -d:e_vo1.qpni6nt bu-t ·.in ·variatiOn ',_:f'rom. the norm,, and _a!'ter 

. ~-the·: .. ilit9i:vent16ii ·or_:-'--the·-·vrOrkc-t_S--wi'th 9T" _;~n.· 1 :t"6vo_lut:1on,- __ :and af'.tet• ·_ 
. ·'<. ~ tlje );.·s.t~b+)Sr..m.en.t {-_ · B.s ·-you· _would hold) -·of' ·a ·-Workers. State • :·.When_. I.- SS.y_. 

c.:. -. I ~f'_e_el t}).at _yciit lire unciUlj-•:rOrmBl; I r.eo.ri'-•the :f_oll:owirig.-,,You·. app~y 
. .. , ,_tb.Q ~·J_~W~ ·;_Or :,:m9tion :ot; C npi talism~·OI?- -'-the ,basis of'· t.he ilorm·;; :_and yOu_ do 

. _,:.:·:·-<~not~ ·_t_o--Jll:r·;sati3f'S.ct10rij'--then·_ explain how··tbese .apply~_and-how this 

.\,_..'t_~. • :hfiS cOitie; o.bOU.t".iil 'tht3· Case of" :e: v~·:tation o:f-.the .. n.orm..~-In conSciouonCe;· 
·~-: ·! d0:n6t cOmP10tEt~Y gl'e.eP yOur argument;, and·irt-.consequcnce. I 8:Sked 9 

in the interests .of clarity, when this happened. - · 
If~ there·waS _0.'-C.ontradicti~u---&., the ·laws of_.ca.pitalist aoc:l.oty-: 
b~ workei's l.nterv_ontion vfuich checked a f'ull_ expression_: of: these ~ 
l.s.ws-·.whE:t ro~ghly .. 'las the si tua.tion; and how._ di.,d 1 t change_?_ Wllen_:did 
1t ·Change is only_ 'a sugge:Jtiye questiOn to help us l6arn i.n 8. more .. 
S.p-prehensible manner how? IN addition,. ir there were curves_on RusS.i&;-

: curves on· :the world mflrket, oo -relu tions, then there .would be :mor_e · 
m.Jans f'or one to goin o.· better· apprehension. _ .-.-
Also: I ~.sked the question of' necessity as ono vlhich had~ -to me,; two.· 
signif:ics.nces. 1: It is a le-gitimate one to ask one who ·advance:s .. the_ 
theory of bm~~uucratic colJ.ectivism. 2: Can v;e say then that the 
laws o:f motion apply in Russia because (_a) this evolves struotura- _ 

. -lly out of' ftussinn economy, (b) 'because--·Qf' the pres5ure o:r -·the' wo'rld" 
nia.rket, or (c) a combination of'. a and b. rr it is-_ a comgination. -
then, wo need a better_; sequ~ntio.l idea than we have. 

1 ng;r'eo. The adherent of' bureaucratic collectivi=::m should ·seriously 
. ~tudy the problem otld test hi.s hypothesis rigorousl.;r. 

I also o.dd: 1 nsl::ed is a burenucrntic phose necoseary in order to 
pose s. quention valud in terms of' the theot~y of' r.::.lreaucre.tic collec-

tivism. 

I -spoke of adrninlstrativeneus bec"nuse(n) this bull~s large in tho 
writing& of thtt nev: elite theorticians cr 11 thoot~eiticic.ns 11 , o.bd(b) 
because you cun argue -no on tho be.sis or the .Cannonitt3-3 -posit.ion, 
and on the basis or your J'lO~ition. 

!f' you hold to s·~n.to cnpitnll5m, how do you e:xp lain the pre die tiona 
ar..d c.rgurr.ents of' tho Western Sccinliot pe~plo \'oho huvc oaid this 
since 191?1 · 

AlsO:Hm·: d6 you oqo.lue.te 1 t o.s vis-a.-vis nnd an possibly dif.:!"orent 
from cnpitalisnl under Hitler, and in A...,.oricu ond e:~lnnd '? 8995 
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