
'rllE SIDOND C QlGRESS CF RUSSIA!! S•D R.P. 
REPOR'r OF TilE SBBrii..bJi DELIDA'r!ON 

!1 • .. 
--~orkers o£ .all Countries~ units! ) 

The introduction states the.t the aC.thor ha.d not 
the p'ublicntion of this pamphlet.- Tl1o repor.t had b_oen 
o£- the- party;. _.• were lVI'itten almost on :the Second 
~itt:e_~lll.trriedly· " end ·were· riot intended f:tJr 
--"IJ,Opie:d __ and c9Pide £rem the __ cOpi_et. .. ~·~ou~:r;:~:~·;~~~:,,;~ 
Unnecessary to·.· give :them- wider di8tr1 a.: 

-it:" the orgenizS:tional .dif1'erellcGa_ which--appeared 
· with.- the concluding words o£ tho· chairm·on._ Thoy -t.Ore 

o£ the Coneress end 'foui'ed out'- everywhere· in 'the-
about._the . ongress,- tha dii'i'crences 1.19-ve 
is-::_imposaible tb keep_ quiet e.bOu.t thetri~ or 
overc ane them •• 

_·"All elements, c:~n~a~c:~i~jo[;u~a;~l~y~.~~!~~i~~~~~;~~~t;·:::~:~ solves arc..1.Uld two tendencies. 
the eneier beoauae the 

"The aut.hor has' frCcl. --~eadfug·not· 
in_ m-i~_ten by a· v&ry·: 

of tho "centraliSm= 
mat with m- _this rePOrt'; 

sirilply ccme out , ·· 

it- deale with1 tne,uast 
two tenlen6ies 

he must C~p~re i~S 
st:ill tode.y ·nnd ."\'7ill, 

1t 'is di££icult. so soon, says LT• to riite a-political- balas!oe sheot:~ 
i'utu:t.e historian will do it bettor. a..~d more impartially the.."\ we. But 'wA~* toOi'· ce.D._-
not roi"usa the right o£ such o. task.n 

Then follor.s, UI\derlined, an e~lnnntion. o.r &. i'orm-.xle.tion which~ of:£ B.n.d c 
io rt~poatod throughQJ t tho pm:lphlet: :A Ccnr;ress ie o. ragistei:-(ro~i.atl.·e.tor )~·-___ · 
oont.rcller --but not a. creat-or.~ But not o.il coerades., sey3 1',. o.oceptaa·· SUCh ,a 
tMCJ:riititm;'t>Htl evo.r ;.lUxin bh!.s doi"intion tho onr;roos- did not. live up to_ 
expect a tiona. · 

"The Cor..groa:s shoulC. hnvu broo.t~;ht tocethor for envers.l weeks the conr_ades-' 
of tho variouo·localitioB, vo.riouc diat.riot.s or pr...r-t.y-work - nnd whnt -is 
especially important -- tho prnoticnl aetiviuts ¥tith t.ha theoretical lea.dero";d•"~· 
This .!._d~n_t_i~l- m::xX sido o£ tho Congrose P~ !3. Axelrod ospociuily pz:Dsd: 
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. _I:The congre~~--ah·culd:-he.v""- broug.ht·,,t;Oge_ther: for -t:O'Vsral.l' waeka the- co.r·r~dea ::O.r> .-;_·_ 
the-various _lOC?,I;1-1iti~s..,·· various _di.striots _6£' pai:-ty work.--_ and __ wh~t._ io-
espeo_ia:~ly ~p-o;-_tant·- the_ p~racticel aotiviets or _the_ pD.rty_wit.h ___ the th,ec•rc.tlce<>l 
leaders•••• his ,o:~ducational _G:Lde o.r the -Congress· P.B .. ·Axel~od---"'speCi.al.l:r 
emphaaiz6d during ·'tn" .&.tUt't.· year.·in- diacua!lions w1th- the·RueSi£..,:,_ cOmrades, e.bro.ad;; 

. c to axpect ·f'rom the·-. ongras:o; 
prct;rSl:l a."ld .tactics but "He· 

tt.., in the __ rest oi" the report~ much space is· 
v~ious votes· on varicun _questiono of Dtatutea and cle~~'~"'"• 
because the center ·of' th~ attention of the Cc~gress 
to this e. Tha 

But;. although thh appeared to c_cma a.c o. bol ~ out of tho blutt;, 
roeoJ.ly ao since " Tho dond diot.ntod t.hi~ will to thli living ..... u 

-. CVJe Spoke about tha penaltieS of iJnpOrBO!lC.l history~ Qf COU:"ttO by this 'W'C 

do not mean to deny the per:sonal rosponoibility or Com~ Lenin. At the Second .' 
Corigresa o£ the RSDP thgcman6"'"lr.i."tlr-t-~ onorgy -o.nd to. lent che.rncterietic of him~; · 
played the rol.e of ~tz diso~anl:~<But to put tho whole fault 0!'.1. him '\lount·
sigrt_ify an impermisnabl.e-eim~iifiCitl.on of the quaotion. Fer Lenina· during the 
eeoond pariod o£ the Congress_, thoro was a now c~*ac't_ majority of nhard11 

Iokra•iets., in Opposition to tho' tsoft.' Isln'e.-lste~ o dolagnt_os of' the Siberian 
Union \tore nmonr; tho .• eoi't..'. A.."'l.d- ncvr; o.rt.cr o. sari·-us eve.lte t.ion. of' their. o.oticn a; 
wo do not think_ that wo s"oili'Jd our rO".rolutionary formulary .... n (formulc.ry ?_??) 
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ll 11l'as~ -T!le Cpti' .. :~:;:':"W~he. ·_trhunph of: s. 1 p~li tfcal1 

O....'ld taotioD end ~>Q ;:nJ:~~-in ,orgoni~a1t.ion._Eut 
t.ha.i._ .. .r_or mtU\Y comrad.s_a both ~~--e -_'Politics'- e,ne '·t.ho '_oc.nt.re.lllo,,· 
puiely i'Orr:~.al signi!ics.nce- .:,.-a bO.rO C:nt.ith~ais ·to-·' oc•o";o,,;,=' 
(lc.lctarnichestve. -- homo ill.dustry j . J.t~diora.!'t ) ••• " 

n~lier- vre _-_were. Q- .. f?r s imu.l"'-ted with:: th€t_ -~~s t __ or- i:_lt!-~a-~.t~ons·,, 
trade unionists.· Now we try to move the masses;· he.~ing gone · · 
apprenticeshiP.• into anti-Tsarist struggle- by _bare dSDocratic al.o~;ar•s 
of1politics1 ·is oftiln ·cozmected with zo.podo.~riv:mieo. o£ progeee_~CO\O.~ .. S1;J,lggJ.e: 
in political unrclia.bility,is £orroo.lly the- fllltitheDis to econcmi3m. 
s_runa time it. is merely. t:ne lrc.~slation or • 'ec~notn~sm' t.o .1 political' 

· l!oreover., cmtinucs LT·, an ent.irely hanegencuc~ ~rQ!;e~-~ i.'s prcc~edi!t& iii 
sphere_ o~. orgo.nizaticne.l views •. Her~ ·too .•prir.litivenesa1t (k.~stO:rnicheatvo) haS 
learned to speak w:t.th the langua~·e· o£ centrnlism. 11 

' .. . . •. .· •. ·· 
' .··' . .· --· . 

•. "Abd that is why --let us ·-~~:.r.-- ru..'lninb ahead -- tn ·strain@;ht-lined, i_.e; 
P'.J.rely .i'orm.'al 1 centraliS!!l.1 had e.s it most decided··pait a..~d. ••• ye_sterd.ay!:s · .· 
economism. Pr~ciBely :they. prove~ t,o be : Iskra-iate' of 

1 
h13 highest :hardnesao": 

LT then explains that the di!'ferences · a p L-. at the c<:ml;ess;' 
there alre~dy had been differences on com ositl.O - · ~-r · o£'· 
COo But the p'oint wo.s tha.t -the basis o~, . .· st oppos ·en-· the 
wB.llt constitutes a member or the par . "" "occur __ d, .assent;~. ~Y~. r·egardir..g .. . _: · ' 
thing that had no· W.rect ·of. -imme · relation}' o. the disp ~d question:~. ·. 
dividod us.• Nevertheless it had a. prov~iden"'~ 1' c.hartlcter and. th. o ·.· ·. ·.· .. - .. -.. 

into t.-.o groups. e.oo.ording to thdl ho~·vo"' . f.or Mt;.rtov.' s .fon .. nv.lati.·cn· .. "". d. · . ·· .. · .•···.· ·. co.l.led •sort' and those am·ror Len .. wh ero cmsidored 1 hard1
• "It is··.-~;.rue .··· 

that Z!my members or the - e.t 1 timo had.nat. sui'Ticontly '.gr-t\sPGdl):·~- · 
e::ca.c~ly w~t is ',sorK:' ,a \1 ho.i"'Q.'\·- and.-the ··/oting came out-.au!"~icien~lY .. 
motley." _ "-'\:) . . __ .. ·." ·. 

that h ~·11 not. die~~ tho poin-t- since it was m01•e ~:~,,~:~~·;;;~t~ly_ 
the coo-.; 'ilSS and ca."l b i'ound ir. tho protocols but he t 

1e p iti~.Y • Lenin.'' ;~~~~~;!~~r~em~er~~y -~~ ery inst:-uctive trait. and t.ho.t 

~ . 
then go'es ~r t-o thE'. question of the relation o£ tho cc_ to the cor·;,~~·--: 

z~t~OJ! ofgjtlfr.e man· orge.ni~ai.ion~;~.l 'direot~at1 . ---the question· t~ -_whic_h 
h tme was d r:fed_ that i_s- tnat of ostnbli.shmg a-Scvi_ot .(Council)e:.~:" .. ·~ 
·ve members ld no doubt he.:"e been bettor than 3,. _but that is no_ r.eaaon~· 

to cu "i(ic:.r this:· mcnstrosit.yt. ·.A.ccorclint; to Lenin i.h&-.c.:.n_g,reeo .Ghould '3l9ot': 
the co::~' ~---o the stoi'!"a of-thu CO and the CC -not lo~s than two !'ran· 
hsnoo the congr9BS chases 3 f:rom CO Pnd 2- £oom cr.. "'rhe rnood of' the canps.ot. 
,tna;\orit.y' one, may cha.racterizs as_ readinOss in the hi~;:host _degree - there is no-> 
drubt tho.t the whole Council could hsvo beeil co:nposed_ of members of tho Ed.Bd 
only. Can. Lenin diU not. go t-ht>-t fp,r. He atopp<Jd on-tha following:" 3 edit.or_l!l 
raceived decisive voice in t.h·:. cou~JCil• Counoil g~ts- de.::i:::ivo ·!'crco: over' t:het 
Ed 'Bd and over cc. Tht:t 1 thesia' :is• Ed Bd ond CC are &utononous. "rhe :•~~!~!~~:~;''.: 
3 merebers or ·r.he Ed Dd ha.vo the right to change deeirdona of CC. 'rhe 

1
E 

there is none yot.. So ooncludes the ;sage. of' tho statu ten l'.bov.t two 'in.de•posl<ic•o!.' 
centers." 

••• ."The proposition of Ca:n. Lcni."l. that. ·thf3 whole Soviot. bo ale ted a.t t,bo 
ocnt;r"ss ill rajsoted. The prop¢sitl.cn or ccm. Mt.rto•r the.t tho Ed Bd ond CC send. 
into the Socict 2 paroona ee.oh is e.cceptad. Ccm. p:-opo~oB to permit the i'c.ur to" 
coop a £'11'th. Lenin inaht.<! tha-t. t.ho f'ifth b6 t~.ppointod td. the- congress. Other_
wi!le tho hi&heot institution or the party c:nn remain withoo:t. a :ooor. t.he ~ur 
:nay not o.grae on t.hc f'ifth (L had -propo~ed thn.t ooopt.at.ion be en a. tmanimone 
basis only,ff) The cot.Utcil will ba lc!'t in a r~ndQ'!I -f"'ahlbon, oto. etc •••• 
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The c·vngruus a.occpt.n- t.he ·propoattim--_of- Can._ L-min.e .'rherob?. o.~- .cou~aO,. _-_'tl:l8 . 
~hole quo,tinn~or. the UUlSlOi-irt"D.l Dupcl-ior~ty Ot f:d :ad 'Cf'Jijr oe 1~ f"~-~1~·~~~~---

But. th'51 nUI:lerical majority ia st.ill indeciGiV..; 
_coun~.il o1ill_ ~urelu .. ·op~_oaa· trun.::;i"o'rmiri$ the _cc-· into 

- JJueh-· (will-- t.u p..:..v-ar9-:or LGni."'l. .. here bn:::ec\ · i.tsolf'-· .. 6. e .~.t;;;~l~·~~;~;;~;l,;ii•i~;n;;>O, _ 
either to give up the- ini'lU:ence in .. _Ulc Ctrl.lnCil, or to !'reO ~::::;~:;,,~~ 

. par.ticips.ti-on m·_.the-_ Ed .Bde _The i'irst _would. hB.v·a sigriifiod s ·~::~1:~.~1;~~~~~~;~;,) 
is consis-tent. He Chose the ·s~'oimd •. He dc~ided·-to insist-·on :: 
ccn@;reaS Or 3 memher3, instead: of aP,pio.oving -in- :ful-l· the whole_ 
the dialectic o:r the' st-ruggle _, :. "Its oi' tU.r6 

!'rom o!" --_the 
the CC 

comro.de:::; e.ro the resu-lts oi' thtJ work o!' the congress in its Second .. 
pre:iomine.ntly is -e. cneao There wne: nullii'iec:-- · 

its Ed Bd, a.."ld its CC £or 'l And there is baaia to .thmk 
the idOa c!' centralism ita elf -"Which oec:ned at tho _-congress to bo the 

victor on th:l tri,unp}la.~~.;:-Chtiriot ·- thnt. it- i~tJl.o!' ie D.lsO threatened wit.h 
null1£'ico.tion. Such··nrc th9 results or tho _vict.ory u!' tha 

11
hard' I.skra-iats 

qu=-llfied centralists. 

WWe did all TTE:l co:..;~d, cGrnrg..-\os. vru de£<9ndod th(l inviolabilit~,"' o1' t.he old 
editorial collogiwn or the ISkra boafmsa wo con8id'lrt!d our~ce1V8s l.akr~~.--i::sts -
and Jskr:J we knew onjy a~ tho ot·oe.t.icn o!' t1. collcc+~ive body. We Uoiiondnd the 
ind<epondonoe of thJ ~?: milit&nt. loe.d(!l" o!' __ the -pRrty - t.ha CC - beo!I.UDO 
we considered oureolvcs oent~alistcog 

"But. we 
tho 
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The rest of tho ,lettex:- - 4 .PP -- concarns"iteel£' With 
g.9IL91uai90Ji-end,. che.rB.Cterization _.of . tho._ mE'lj~i'i ty-'_ s {alwayS 

·~~l~~r.!!J •A~oording t(i Lenin the ·r()~S _o~ .t·~·::•~::!::;~~;::~:~,i!!.}~!~.!if:~!·-~ d.ir!'_erent one. It is the ·role __ or the policeman-· of -
oppoa:ition_ and baiigs _the doorS. o!' the po.r.-ty. Deiiionstraling 
the sign~icance ·or the CO., Lenin Bhowed ••• kule.k- (in Ruasien: 
(we epesk hero rlthout i:n9tapbors)_as_. tho_ '_political-' symbol of' 
rem.t:t~ber whether. this centr~.llsY\1.h~<:rY: vte.~ :~ncluded ,in the· P''o1~0<>o:la. 
sessJ.ons. Too bad- if' not .. ·Th;s_ k(llo.'k~m- !'ne-e -1.s·- the _crowning point 
edifice~" ·. - · _ , _ _ · ~ 

Theri'LT- quoteo Plekhanov' a plll'nso 'rr.ente.i pOV'EirtY !llld says_ the .truer tlmt · 
was the more there was -rocours_e to purely f'ormo.l incit snt.. •!he wo:i-Ws: ~ ·: .. · .. , 

~onomismJ Opportunism hllYC th,e .SBmfl _psychological inf CnCo- as 8. .hypnoaia~_!'~ •• ~ 
'din tho -orthod'?<fmounte.in started tho process_ ol' eel£- ?urment-..· tThe Ftl.therht.rid ~:-'; 
is in danger} Caveant cunsules. 1_ - and -com. tran o:rma·d.· th_e- mOdest. Ocnineil-
into ari..fcwerf'ul_Com."'ttitt.ee oi" General SG.fet.yJ ., toOk,ut;on: :h~.salf:the'· .-
role o_f'; un.brught.' Ro. il•.•p.·ierre •. _Whnte~e ;Jil:O~._ -in. the w.· must be ·de. ne :away., with:~--·. 

··e.nd com.- Lenln did not stop at the d ctio~ the Is • -ist Moun.to.in, ·eo·· 
long &B he could receive. the p.ossi .t.y't.hrou .the :ne.·sns the Ccuflci1 to. 

· plant Without h~d.ranc~-- tJ:le. 
1Rsp~~_-ooi':Vi~ ~-~d-Horr-~r1 -~- n _ _ ~ 

·• •• Such.a 4agime _cannot.last~~~-· -~ ;p{"'/aystem __ ·or:-'h~rror•. ·oporat_-~a _in:. 
reac. ticn. The Paris. p:ol~.a a~isse ... ,zolfe. espierr·e.· hopin.g-_ th~t,. ,h~.,._.no·u.·l.·d .. b .•. ·r· in.g 

. them o.tt _ oi'·,;:P~~=~~:- .B~~~~r~ ~·~ ~o.:'~- ~-~ ~ _ b!~':'-~ ... !1~~':~ -~.~ -~xs~?-~~.~~:. 
{ a.n~ Vlll'Y -11 .... a..r..e ut'OJt:> ~nuu~o~tJp;t.eorrtt~tl~.r..- ~. -: ::m· .. m.s· gaJ.·~ orougnt. _yr .. '.t.h 111m. th& 
"--whole Uountain - and · ith it - tt:e: ,,t.-t.er ~ d!'!!llocra~y in ge_nortt.l•"·. ,-· · ~·- . 

" ••• The committ ware 'ccnvin~C J that_ it ·(ccntrc.lis::::~- _i'f) Will c;ive_ theii- -. -' 

~~~~~l~i~t~e~r~a~t~u~r~e~d~~ct..ionoJ mea MAt _the ao.mc ~ime the :t·o .. gine which. J _ in .... t.ba. ;.· 
0 ~"-tog~c.s_y-!:'J-.4 .the.expdlaion of a whole series or-the--.:---

BEl ere. _o litera ~:.a-Gtic~11 work- -sue!! a rog:!Jne proinise~'-Ve~-y ~tumYJ; 

e'xec.. o.ne and. v. or. y. ~tt·l.e_ bra a. d. It wi.ll. in. ev~te.bJ.y c.all .. J: .. ort.h d.· .is. ~pp.oi.."'t-tm. ent·.·. · .· whic can provo i'a.te. not_ only for_ Roboopicere _ helott>_ cl' cantre.lism,. -but also 
tW_ t~e idea o£~si le mil .. itari.t,party· orga.ni. iilti <no- 'l'h~Ein -f.-he hOGao·IJ .. Oi'- ti1e!.-~.: . 
si tua: on prove -to U the 'Thermidori3.ns' oi' eoci&.lict opport.uniem. snd -tno 
doors the part- ll tr}tly swing wid~ epen •• • • . . 

But. it wil ·-.;:-~b~ ~-mraded ••• , .•• 11 · -. 

'1'1'1"0 VlOl'lds in the plaoe of s. Cotlcluo::i.on. 

(The notes to tl·.iS socti.:..n states that i-t.. did ne1. nt:->::>ear an_-- TArt .or the 
report. but wau .,dded by LT !'Ol' -publication;. e.nd _t.hat ·it·w-=.a _bs.a_.Gd a-. We noteo 
or t-;tO y3o.re ago i.e. before Lcnin1_s book ••;'lhtd. it:> to bo Done1

;< had appeerod. All. 
this ccnoorns the lntroductCr.:u- atc.temont of what n pos.rty and po.rty work Ehoul.d be.-' 
The rest concerns itself with the fnot tho.t. 1 ~'irot Mo..rtov loft __ tho EO. Bd nnd 
thon Lenin, ff) . 

"Tho report was alro:ady correctod by tr;6 ·when thc,ro tlppoa.red e.s o. eoparcdo _ 
publico.t.ion a. ,OLettftr to tho Editors oi.' 1sh"a.1 

1 writ. ton by Lenin- in o:o:plane:t.1on'; 
of hi:~ departure from the Ed Bd. Thit~ in o. vor:J atr.a.'1.r;o document," 

8877 



6 

.. ----- !'CQD~ LJ;in _oomPalills_ of> '+.h~ f'ac~ ~ .. hat 
tundaigroUnd ('sic!) litSr"~tu-ra· which ·i_S aoroaa., 
is~ ~:l;:a~adY;. b~zi!t..n:L'lg·· .to· return·- .:riOia~::a~sSia: ·e.oroo.o; 

-~ eutQJ.ymous __ :than?_-} .11 tera tu~e i8_ inoluded~ 
Sib_eriD.n ··oel&gtltloD:.--~t __ preci5elY 
that ·the 'Rep~ o!' the -Soberian· ~~::•t:~~~~~ 

·information? __ B~_t ._this_-·coUld not ~-.: 
· ~booht.·:th~:<Cc::~ross· or' t.h•;· ,,;;.. 

·. speech·Was '"'"'"''o''"''" 
:then:<i t-is n<>t.·e,•tilr<>lvr !::~i~:~~~·~: 
.dochmOrit _c ~~:b;~~~~~;!.~:~. that. b8' -c ;:;uld: ·not -find 1a 

gr6urid'? And :{:et: if"_ he_ di-4 get to .'-it, 
~h.ti.t. hO has· e.llowe_d himo-ell'"_to :quote :from· these_-: • • .; 1 

publish his own more -I£ lesa 1 undergl-ound' · docur.!ents-z· 
to ·re_oOt;n~zo the ritrht 'to;,do. this.: .. !'or the 1miuor.ity"? 

_\>:ill-- give- uS_ f:he apprOpriate ·a:Xplane.tions~n It ,;i·==·~~~ 
quo~e~: abou~ the ex~~~tiona- o£ Rob~spiorre~ b ·J 

. - -· - -· ' (\ . . . - ' ' 
__ ·-."The 1 undergroWld_~, r_opr.gt of' the S&ber 

cO.ricature o£ Robespietre. It is distingui 
the m~~ner in w~ich a ~ulgar £arce in dist 

.· -· 

ka about the 
t'imagS Sxactly in 
torio- ti-agedy •••. " 

"c ems .. ; L~ ~-n thinkS. ~r. -in•_.>~::!!~:"<. 
dif'!'erEmce:~ :· !.rf\ ·dragged in _by 
of the minoZ.:i ty and recept.io 
compositiLri o.r. the centrs1 •. 
centralism•. But-he 'doos kn 
the a.:!.ni o£ enterii-tg -par. 

rganii.ationo.l 
.~~~!;~~pret~ify the pOsition 

o for chango o:r 'pel-t)orinel , .. 
n'ot __ knoW _snY· .. sort. o£ _ !bUree.Uoratic 

accomplished. b.r the 1min0ri ty1 . With~ 
·a aoe~i:that which he needs· tYJ. eoee .. 

"•• .Every read-:;r_ w 
'Why l·Le£t the Edit~ri 
£ail ask;_ .1 Yes, an'd w· 
ccmbinO that ·which-

the p 
Nevert 

wore' -des'l:~fF~!;3ci! ~Lenin h :n 
who ws.s. 
which sh 
This hap 

, that., ono .. amcvas cnaael!' 

'Lott.er-t ·or -~CO!;!.~- Len ill ·-entitled-· 
thrOUgh to··:the ond·Ydll-withOU:t 

'9• Lenin leave the Islci-a1_'l.- And_ iif'. th6, - · 
g~vo _him_, ho:J .wil~ say-:_t.·~-.-~i.'!loelf_~-i:Jlis~-~ 

•and i:f ht~ reasonsd thus, tho ·reader was rig-ht.'' 


