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Chapter I 
World Wax U and Social 



·C~Hintry i!~., Eu.~t!!l'/1 l·:urope, Germain rqw.1t; with wc:arhwrm.> in
fill'tt•n('e: IJw :tfrprouclr 11f thu P.t>d Anny unlo~•:;crl :a rt•v.rlutionnn· 
upl!l'l:\'111." Un~nuht~dly many wm·ker.~ nntl)rc.o:~nnt,o in En,.,wrn EuropC 

1 beh~\cd that .:~t~lln ~ r~rmy w~s l'C\'oiutlonary, But iL wnR thP. hrcnk
clo\\IJ of h,out,t.,Pf!or~ l'OCJt'ty winch unlnn~<cd the I'C\'olutlrmdry uphcn\'al 
not, ~n!r 111 !'olnnd mul Hum:mia, hut in ltnly, the Philippine,;; unci. 
Pn.nf., : n rl'nlrtr, the :•A"cnt.~ of the hun•aucr·:1cy eurril!tl on u ~<Ylitcmntic 
cnm~n:gr~ nJ;nm~l :oil th.~ 1'('\'u]ut:(lnar·~· clcmunb in l'o/nnd be
foro, dunnJ: 111111 nfwr· the upl"i,:;ing. 'fhc Hu.~:;inn nrm\', t.he VUIIJCUIIrd 
O( t!l!' .l'0UillCI'•I'C\'oJutlon, in. collah'll-:l.tion wft/1 flritf!lh jmperilllil'm 
took p:um~" tn.IHJ\'e tht' W<oJ'S!tW proii'!IUI'int, the \'!lllgunnl of the Jo:urn~ 
penn l'C\'t•lutton, dl'!.~troycd h;\· the X:no:i nrmy. Hussin kt.!pt :\lnr.;hul 
Pnulu;z ~n!l thP. GP.rman ,Junke•·~ in re>'f!l'\'e n~niust what it callctl 
"n. '"';JWbtJon of l!HS in Gcnnany." llyu Ehrenberg, ~Jh.'Cinl prop.:t· 
gan~l~<t- f~1r thl'! I~urnJI~!!''! ~hcl!trt~, led the Stalini~<t pac!;c ~n ~~~~ unprc· 
~edc:JJ~t'i.l lf!lCrnntlOr.!ll \'ll!facntwn of the German Jli'!OjJie, wuich rcucht'd 
Jts. he1_ght tn th~> dt.!clar-.daon thnt i( the GP.nhnn WClrkt!rt· mn•lc ,, re\'O• 
lotion l!lld approached the Ilcd "\rm) n~ hr01hcr!!, they would he !<hCit 
down hkc dol{:<, 

. Dcl';>itc lhi~ .. tl1•~ Hu.:l'inn .l.1·mr fcund TC\'O!:.ltionill'Y !unuaLiuu;. . 
. ln c•xll'~C!It'C, ~'<!''Jet-;, fuctorr r.Qmmittcet~, militias: There ·Wnt~ no 
llouqtco,~u: nnri mdu,.,try wwl m the hnml::; o( the worker:~. Tho ltus.<.,inn
Army urrcstcd, •lutJortccl or ·murde1-cd th~ TC\'Olutionnry elcmenlH. It 
destro~:ctl ~{l'p by <;lcp tl1e trmlillonnl Poll:th wnrkcril• p11rtl('.'l null 
crcntcll new onf'};. in it.s own imnge. lt .l-r.!.tot't!tl J'Ctnnnnts of thO Polish ... 
bourgi'!Oiflie to position!! of power owl crc11ted ~lmt'_GCrmn!n m.lmit!'l is 
ir boua·geois stnte. Ge1111nin :cdmil:;"thnt the. nu~Hinn Anny · sam~tloned ·· 
nutiortnliz:•tlon' bricnU!IC whca·c it .:mtcre!.l, n \'il'tunl imtionnli:l:ntion lmd 

.~lrc~dl--· tliken l•lttre. Th~.n :he coolly )i'iionns us '"l'ho:nclh-lly- of the 
Stnlmlst ·butenucrucy· illcV_1tnbl.\" exluhlt..; 11 douf,Ju chnl'llcler: ·on the 
ono-:·h:md)t 'hn,.;-; fncililnteri [fndlibtccl, if.·yiou Jllensel in' hOwever 
limltecl n mensul'C, )lntinnnlizntion,· ngrurinn reform,- the cstublishment 
of- factor,.• committees, etc./' ou t11c otitcr ·lnmd· it ('stablh•hcd the polien · 
regime.· Then he dnrc11 us to dcnv "lhu dun! chnract~r- of'htu'Cnucl'ntic 
IntervCnt~on.'' (Fourth lntcrnatiOnnJ,. Feb. !!14'7.) .:,·· . ., , 

WliO~\'C1' wi11hcs to ndv11ncc this in(utunted invc.rl>ion of grc.ut 
historical ~t·ents mn:t• do ·,;a but he will do flr,, on 'hjg ·own nut110rit)-· 

_ nnrl t::!dcr. J:::: c~·.·n,-nmot..;.-H .. -,vm not in our m'l\'cmcnt:gct. nwnr \\ilh' 
thif> M "'frot!iky's ·JlOEition." ·- -· . .-, 

We hnvc clccl.atV<I and wlll'dcclnrc ngnin •Jut opposition to ·Trot~ky'H 
polic~l· of ,l!).jO. But before nttacking n policy, it if'l nccc.~!IUI"l·· to untlcr~ · 
Ktnnc it. It is Ol'Cn ·more nccc!isnry r'> <lo 100 when defendhig it, In 
lll-10 'i'rob!ky argued: · 

1) thnt the defeat o( Rus3iu could mcnn the dismcmbl:!rmcnt .or 
. the U,S,S.R., ·unci ;:h•c _lllltl~rinli~m II ftctthei long lcm;Q"'n{ 

life· ' 
2) umt onh· the dcrcat' of the hurcaucrucy by til<' I'C\'olution. 

would flfe!lo!r:c state Jlroperty ·in the U.s.s.n.; · · 
3) tlmt the Stulinil'lt put·tics nbruud ·would dr.Mctt thu Kl'cmlin 

regime nne! capitulate to thciJ' own boui'gcoh;Jc.~. · 
Which· of thcs;u jud&m!!ntll iloc.~ G~:rrr.nip still dc!'enll'! J!P. clrcs nr~t.: 

cl'el\ fuce them. 
1). He und his school ure probably the' only llet·;;on.Q in thu woi·hl 

who belie\·c thnt the impcrialhmt of tuda:t\ 11hattcred beyond repair, 
can Jun·c a long Jcul<iC on life hy the dismP.mbcmtcl'L o( Rus.!lln,_ 'fhls 
ind~l.'!i h faith in cttpitullsm. . · · · · · ' 

2) Further, if we undcr~tunJt the 1039 Trotilky nt all, iC we watch 
the iron laws ur ccon,mlc tfe\'Ciopmcmt todny ttnd obm:n·o the bilr
barism that ifl entlng nway nt bourgeul.! society,- the Jtalching up or 
the unh·ersal ruin oC·unothcr.- wnr could not reverse· !Jut would ate~! .. · 
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cral~ tho movement to the, untl~nallzation not on~y ot J}Rtional bbt.· 
c.'flnllnt~nll£1 «ono.rnh·~. Rttt G.:!rmam continues to ag:tat•.: himself About 
the prot~JK!'Cts o( C.'1lpitulit~t restoration after n new war by millionaire 
collcctivc-!nrmers. a_ •L. 

:t) Jo'innlly, it It cl<!Ar to all (ngain except Germoln) u ... t \114!1 

Stnlini11t parties are tfc,J to tho Kremlin by roots far deeper than 
TrotRky believed. Tht>y dirt not join their nutlonal bi)Utgeohlic durln,g . 
the wu. They did not collapse and abdicate to the Fourth Intemg,. 
tiona! tile lendersblp or millions. We thus ha,·c today l.u fact a more 
complicntrd relation of fundamcnl:Jl fo.n:cs and p•n·~pcetzves than thDSU 
on which Trotsky blll!cd hll positions. 

To th~ fur.damenltll problems Gemtain ha.OJ his mmwcr l"!ady,; 
"plalllitld Ct'Oti01ll)' 01 and the 1'dual charntlcl" of t~C burcaucrncy. 
Tht"!re is. not n troce,not one drop of Marxl11m, o_C tho dialectical method,, 
in this. 



)Jroh·tariat.. As in the nwmrnt nf ,·ictorr it cull;ihMatcd with Hitler 
to de~troy the rc\'olutionnry )H'(J)ctnrint of W:ll"~:m·, NO Stalinism will 
nnd mu:;t collubol'lltc with Amt·l·ican impcri:alf"llm for lh<' mnintenunrc 
oi the condition of lht•ir joint csistcncc-thtl :>UJIJirt'.~;~ion nr the world 
Jll'oktnlinn revolution. It wu~ JIO.~sihlc (llost.ih)l', i£ Wl'OIIg) nt one 
timt• tn Nl't~cuhltt• :1lmut tl1e 1'1!\'0iutionury IIIIJlcct of the .bureaucracy, 
its Jll'l'~l'l"\'llt·iou or \'111111\Cil l'l'OI\UIIly to ~II\'(! Hus.=iu from dil·mcmhcr· 
mcnt tmtl ruin nmi t 1c eonsNJUcnt strengthening of imperialism. Those 
do~·_.. Ul'<' O\'l'r, 'fo•lny tlw ta;,k j,; tt1 s:n-c thtJ )n·ul~tnriut from u power 
which cuttlends with b)' nn mcnnll infcrinr fnrccfl for world mnstcry. 

Thi::; j_.; !mt n (jUt•::tion of German\' or defense of nu~sia. Gcmmin, 
vil!winl:' nil hi,:tflriml tl('''cl,lflln,•nt th'rough-thl'l c~·es of the theory of 
lhc rlc~('I:Ct':llcd work,•r ... ' :.tate, i~ catin~r nw=a;.· at the theoretical 
foundation:; of our mtl\'euwnt, i.e., tite re\'olutionary, mobilizution of 
the prol{'turittt ns the ~ole :.:olutiun tu all the prohlcms of the con
tcm]JOto.ll'Y h::rb,'lri:>m, We j<•in Germain in holding off Shnchtman nnd 
the other gueni!l:l:> in or.n!r to f:.<"c him· with the origins :.md con· 
2=cqucnccs of his utter!:.· f::d~1! political position. 

Lenin and Sociali~m 

The> struggle for sociull!lm hi thr ~b11ggle for pr!llcturiun 
dcmocrnc!,• •. Prolctnrio.n dcmoel'acy is Jwt; tlte r.rown of f'oclnliRm. It iR 
it~ basito, Prolct:trinn dcmocmcy i:> IIOt the rct~ul~· o( 5-odalism, Socinli!un 
is the rcf;ult of prolctarinn dcmocmr.y, •ro tht'l dcJ.,'T('e thnt the prole
tntiau mobilizN; Jtsclf unJ tlw great mn~sc~o~ nf the people, the Rodali~t 
tc\'ulutiun .i., ad\':~n!!cd. 'l'he proll!t.11'h!t moCIJileA itself D,.q u sclf-ncliuR' 
fo1'Cc through its own conunittceM, union>~, jJarth!A nnd other orgnnizn-

. tlon!?. 'l'hia is not thO "Russiau_«Jtlt!t<tlou.'' t. b_l\fnrx:iHm. Lcnm ·Uusctl 
· cv~rythln~. yes, Comrado Gcnna1n, uverythiu~ ,,n··lhi11, .· 

"The ch·il w~i.r. cgnlm;t tl1e ·l•om·gcoisle is n wnr which ··l~> demo. 
crnticn!ly organized nud wuge1l by the JlCIOl" nl:I:IJ-\CE< ngzianst the pr'oper
tlcd·minority, The r.h·il war is also n \VUl', ami· con!icquentllo• ·n1u!!t 
ine\·itnbly put· 1fo~e''ln the P'.~cc of right. Hut force , •• cannot be 

.
renll7.erl without o-dcmocrntit~ orgnnh:!ltion of the. army and the •rear.• 
The ch·ll war first of all nnd n~ cmrc e:mroprlntcs banks, fnctorics, 
rnllwnys, lnrgc agriculturnl estutM, etc. nut it is prccii.cly Cor thift 
vcey ,Purpo11c of expropriation that it iA lmpcl-uth•o t.o introduce _the, 
E!.:<c.t\aii liy:th~· i'~""'t'lt;o· vi· ttll' the tt!tidalt~·:mt! thc,nrmy oifi~er.s; t\l 
acc(tmplish n cnmplct,~ fuaion o(' the nrm1•, which wnges war ugninst 
tho bourgeoisie, with the masses of the JlOpnlnti'ln; to introduce 
completiJ dcmocrncy itt the mnttcr of the control of food supplie11, 
n! rrocluctil)n and diHtribution~ etc •••• But this. nim can be uunincd 
ittoilher from u ,purely milibry nor economic nor pOlitical standtmint 
without a Eimultnneous hltt'Oiluctlon nml 'propngation or demC/cracy 
nmon~( our troops nntl at our rear-an Introduction and propngutlon 
whir.h ·wjiJ develop in the course of that war.· We tell the masses 
now , , .: 'You must .Jcnd and you wUI lend,. a really democratic wnr 
ngainftt the ·bourgcol~ie nnd for the purpose o( actually C.'lrrying out 
dumacrncy and socialism'." (BolshevikS and the World Wnr, pp. 
Z27·22S.) , 

The same principle applic;s to .the aetc~dctcrminntion of nations. 
''Without actually orgnui~ing the relations between t.ho nntlotu 

on n democratic bnsi5--aud IJCnce without granting freedom of SC\!CS· 
sion-therc can bo no civil wnr o! tim workers and tbo toiling mnsscs 
of nil nations ngninst tl1o bourgeoisie." (Ibirt, p. 228.) 

We shall pur.'IUC Gennain remorselessly until bo faces this fsiiUe · 
and answers~ 

The Commune, tlm first deefslvol)' proletnrian revolution, nation· 
alh:ed nothing, For Mnrx. "The great. sociv.l tnen.'lutc of tho Commune 
wua Jts own working exiatonco/' i~ demor.rntla mobill1o11~iv:- o£ the 
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For Lenin mlmini~trntion nf the ~<lAte by the proleturiat w:ur the 
!D.ma as udmiuh•trntlon of the l.'conom~·. Without a break the flll~!!llge 
pas>ses un to the !'olution of economic problems. 

"The most lmportnnt thing ifl to inllpire the opprelh!etl :uul the 
toilers with confidence in their nwn !ilrcngth, to llhow them in practice 
that they can and IU\JMt them11elves undertake a ;;:orrL"Ct, stricti~· order. 
Jy and organi:r.~d distribution ~tf nread, food, milk, clothing-, dwellings, 
and 110 forth. In the lntert-sta of the poor, Without this, Uumlln. t'annot 
Le sa\'cd from collapse un(i r.1in; whert'a!l an hone11t, courageou10 and 
uni\'ersal mo\'C to hnn1l o\'er the administration to the proletarians 
and l'leml-pr<>letadanl'l will arou11e su:::h unprecedented_ revolutionary 
entluudasm among th'! mlto;ne~, wiJJ MO multiply the forcc11 nf the 
people ir. combating their mil'lerie~, that ·much that seemed lmpo!Ullble 
to our old, narrow, burcnucrutic force~ will become practicable for 
the forces of the million;~ and millions of the massed when they 
begin to work f()r thernseln."S, nnd not tmder the whip, for the cnpitnl· 
ist, the mru;ter, the official." 
· The mont jmportant thing i11 to tell the workers what i1- to he 
done and that only they can do it. You can Aee the same in e\'ery · 
Iine of these pamphlets. • · 

"Only th~n sh11!1 \~'c bo able k• r;et: wluat untapped force!\ of t"Coo 
sic;tance to capitalism are latent in the people; only then will what 
Enlrt>IR cnlls 'latent noda.Usm' be m. ndu nppnnmt; only then 11hnll we 
find- that for cverr ten 1hou1mnd onen or· concealed cncntlcs of the 
power of the worldng class, whu marlffe!!t themselves either h)• action 
or bv passive resi.;tnncc, a million new lighters will arise, whCI until 
then'had been poUtically Jomtant, lnnguist.ing in po\'erty and deR?nir, 
having lost f:llth in thmns<~lves as human beings, in their. right to 
Jlve, ill the poAAibllity that they too might be ser\•ed by the whole , 
fol'Co of the modern centralized stnte and that their detachments o! 
proletnriun militla might be fully trUsted and called upon to take 
part in the immediate, direct, dny-to·day work of admini11trntion of 
the Rtat~t." (Sel~ted \\"orks, Vol. VI, p.- 287.) 

As concrete, revolutionary' policy for the mns11cs to act upon, 
Lenin, with l1ic; incomparnble concrctenc~s, was . placing before them 
nothing more than thP. theoretical conclufli•)ns of Mar.(, ·that th~ ~olu
tion to the problems of· cnpltnl aecnmu!Btlon was the human 11olntion. 

"It becomen- a fjtle~tion \1( Ji(e und •death for l'IOC)cty _tn Rllftpt_ 
~.ho> mOOt: M--proUu'ction ta th(n1u1·uwl functioniqg .of this Jaw. l\fo(lern 
1nduJtry, 'indeed, compel,; ~ociety, under penalty of death, to 'roplnce 
tho detail-worltcr of todny, crippled by Jffc·longo repetition of one 
and the same trivial operation, nnd thus reducOO to a mere fragment 
of a mun, by the fullr·d.e velopr.d individual. fit for a variety of loiboft.l, 
ready to face any change of-·production, nnd to \•·hom the tllfferer.t 
social function!! he pe1'for1ns arc. but. M many modes of gh·lng free' 
seope to his own natural and ac€juired powars,'• (Capital, Vnl. 1, p, 584,) 

. The who!~ tlebnte about natfonalizc.tion .!lhould be mett'llcF:R!y 
R\\'Cpt· !lsirie with th~ 'brutnllt.y "'ith which Lenin ~;wcp~ i~ nside.• 
Today in 1947, it is no tnorc.. thnn a muans, and, ;vith bourgeois and 
StalinlKts, a deliberate means of blindi11g the massc.c; tc the need 
for their own seif-mobilir.atiQJJ,. And ll.mJn wa.c;·Lenin and Trot!:k\'l;;m 
was Bolshevism precisely bccnuse it wns the ruthless enemy o!- all 
that tn:r,odcd this self·moblllzatiou. · 

To ay we are far," far beyond the stage fnr which Ll'nin •wa& 
writing. The crisl5, ns Trotsky foresaw_ it, and ns we c1m ~ce It today, 
demands tha.t the Intemutlonat spook to tl.e mas.•h'!s in n mnnnet· in· 
finitely surPn11sing in boldncs.q an1l rtmge the Lenin of 1!117·1918. 
Where is it.? ~ook at the press 'J( the International. In words and 

• Z.ter 1ft •laD takie up tfwo flUfiiUora ot tho a.otuaJ u•a or the •loa~ lr: 1Pn. 
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, .J ts (and feebly enough); con·· 
no 11ulut.!onH 1t at~ks th~~~·Pft~aJ 1 :feren~o."C Far: bett.l'ir Jf. Jt were; 
creW!)", it cannot emon5; , on: for thf.ee montlul than' reprint 
In every countr)", ~ dS~~tb~~~ ~wolutlc;n, 'fhe Threatcmlng Ciltaa· 
wtek nfter week c • e 1 State Power7 The (mmedlate Tastm 
trophe. Will the.Bolllhevl~ ~tat.a't.)·•a T·;an~tltion'al p...,l(l'am and abovt'l 
of tbe Sovic:t Govt!mmcn ... · r!J it. The mBSS~CS would Jearn more than 
ull the discuaKions1that!preced.th paM: ,·ear and ~·e would aiRo. And yet we ha\'a taught t u!m or e ~ · · · 
t<.~dny even these .nrc ~~=1!':; the fouo1ta:in of 1111 Marxl11t th~th"""' 

Under our e}es, e -F' rth intel'nhtlonal. But to sec Us, 
arc creating the basisu!f ~lriu>elfu frorn hfK mesmerized c~ntemplation 
Germain wlll baYe to .. r le with the ·;."egencratlon of the 
of dcgcl)eratiC?n ln RU!II<l4 s:;an~ ~!J~ mcnt· ol our mowement and its 

. pruletur1at, WJ,th theh Ftad);e ~ li'" Rus~iiln degc11eutio~ bllt by -world vresent situatiOn, s ape no • . . . 
capitalism. 

The Historical Role of 

/ 



d~moc:-~~· and Mdul lcgi~<lntiun which dilll'oh·ed the unified ,odnl nction 
u! the PI'Olt=t.ariat into lin mmwpho-uM n1a~s of electors drowned in the 
}lCt.ty-bourgoois swAmp. 

The dialedl~al de\'elopnumt Is now mnn'1festcd with extraordinary 
clarity. U Uze rt'l'ulllliMmrtl ptrllJwct•',,cll of the First lntern~:~tional 
were the "'''iC'I'tlr foundntlnn (•f the Second, U!e 1-evo!ut.lomu·y JKil'· 
spoctlveH· o( tht! s~.(lnd Internntion::.l became in time the ('Oilcretfl 
foundations or t1h~ T.hlrt!. The Thltrl fnternutional was. f<)UJidl'll) on t.be 
uctusl revo)lltionary uphc.wal cf I ~~e mns:ocs, the· Oetohcr Ht·\·olutlon, 
ma!>S cyneral ~;ttikt:s, ~t~Vit't.", n1·.ncd rlcmonstrntions on a Eur••flt'<ln 
Kille. \.:apito.Jism had rrodUt'Cd :~te:-e }U!It a,; lt {•l'OdUr.ed till' frtii"Hia
tlons at each ctagc o the p~\'i _ U!l lnbt'r c:rgnnn-:olion. And J.t ~ .. t·~l 
succ~,:!'lvc st.B.ge the degcr.erntion <•f the proletarian rart~· n<•t only 
imitate.; c.'apitallsrn but mu~:t take on to a ~rcuter degree the c.'C1Dtn1~ 
dictior .... w~llt'h m·e rcn::ir•s c«p•talbm. · 

. Beginning wih 1!133/ Fn~isn1, the bur;e!'Uc.'tntic C'ontrol br the 
state of all aspects of ll e, becomes the pnhtrcal. rr.et.'lod of t.',e hour~ 
groisie, Got·crnment even in dernoer:itic ccu,ntries rnaintnins only thl'l 
form fl! lt.-gislath•e procedure nnd becnnies in -renlity got'l'l-nmtmt · hy 
executive dfcree. The'" labor mo\•cmenL everywhere and the Third· In~ 
teinRlional.a]x)ve all romplete a. Rtrictly pa~allel degeneratiun.. _ 
. AS in preVlom. .stug-eo:, with the degcnr,rution flf tJre labor mo~-e-
n-.ent, society itself culminates In soeial catastrophe, tho t~erief; ·of 
defeated tc\•olutions which· preceded World War Il, the war iU.-elf, ~nd 
~the insoluble c.ril;i.s of the_ prest!nt. But here, the logical devclopmcn~. 
of the International l'ee<lmes of !undamentttl irnportnnce for us tb 
un!lCrj;tal\d our· own present. and flUr own Cutul"e. TJm theor~ti1:al per~ - · 
apcctlvcs of the _ThiN InU:tll'atinnal, expressed mo&t cOnCretely _by 
Lenln for 'Itussia Jn the article.~ quoU.'d, will lo6iCally become. the 
l:Oncrtte actual fou,ndntlon of_- the Fo:ntl\. ' · , 

In 1854~ the: i-.e\•olution· alli)~d ot tt.chievin~,t social cmancijlatimdn ...__~ 
:the fut\lre.. Today; ·revolution Rhl&t bt111"11 w:;th social emancipit-tlon.· -·.- · .;·, 

No com:clvabl~;t force.exi~t~ in the world tu tcg'm the regcm•ration of i ·. _-, __ ~(.\' 
socltty"excl:pt the emnncipaWd proletn1"inL The Fourl11 Inwruutfonal- .. "-:1 
niwt tell tJr_e workcn that only thll free £c.'Ope flf their "o'wn natuntl _ , .·,;:_:,:·_: 
and acquired Powers" und t.he "lutcnt POCiall!!m'' l}f thl'ir cla~.;s CJlJl 
.;n~sfy their most element.ny needs. ThiR is the thcol'eti<'al habis of·. 
tOe rcvolutlonnry lnternntinnnl o! 1917; W.tun·e M~1·x iought Ul unify_ ... ,: 

: ~it.k:.:oi'- an;J .:WiiViiik. titrUmcJ~~. tuci:ay, ·long. past. th11t stage, the·:· 
Fourth International has tG'ahn at the unification in the strugcle nf the 
national units or the'·prolet.uriat, Cor th~ lntcrnntioncta·~nstructh>n oC., 
uonomh: life. ·,. . \ · · 1-, 

' The emanciPation must be ilC.Cllll. 
. Only the complete social tranr.forn1Rtion or man aR a produt'O\'e 

!\lrte cull begin to cope with the ruin, economic, political anti mt•l-nl, to 
wh!cb liourgrols .sOciety has reduced uud is still Cuk·ther redur.ing tlie 
·Norld. . · · 

The emancipation must be intel-nut.ional. 
1930~1!147, nnd _f'Rrtlcular)y HJ-15~191.7, ha\'C dcmon:ctr::=tcd to the 

. Whale world, and partlcularl)' .to the Eur\)[)eon r,rolcturio.t, t_ hat the old 
nat'mnal cconomi~' ·are shatt11red OOyond repa r. This wa.~ nut ·Fo In 

: 1940. The United. Statea, the U.S.S.R. uud the coluninl countri~l'lilrc 
knit intl'l an almo~;t inextricable rubric with Europe. The world mOt·es. 
as a unit. ' . . 

_-The tasks of the Fourth Internutionai hat•e lht!rofore undergone 
a qualitative change. IL, mo:;t remote theories of liMO ):ave become In 
1947 practical neccssltlc~ for millionR. Neither ·m thN1ry nor In practice . 
does Germain show any grnsp ot this. He !s too tied up in "propt-rt)r" 
and 1'J)atfonalb:atlon" ·to perform the finlt tl:l!'k or tlldar. It 1;. to 
exwnlne and establish to whUt degree the objccti"'o mo\-'l!fllcnt. m.d !Ubo--:· 

8 

jPcth·c cxprc!=siun of the proh:tnriut Cl!tro.~p_ond to the objed'n·e nee~a 
of sudct).' ll'ul the ,;ubjcc.'tit'e clnimt~ of h11! orj.!nnltatlon. Germain s. 
tl'f'~tmcnt or thiM, where it existl'l, J:.; ;;uperficiel and imp~fllioniatlc. 
J-'or the J11hn!1on~Fore,;t. wndenc)" the corrt-!fpondence Is csta~llshed and 
·1); the 1~rentcllt f,olltlcul !t.t'tor of Ol!t" time. With the world lloei

1
aiL;

1
st 

~\·oluti~n the h story of humunity w!ll beg-ln. And that iR prec sc Y 
whut. is ulrcndy !lhuklng the wnr!'.l. Vt~l't milll~?ns !If men are not think~ 
inK or uct.ing as in the old da)'ll. J hey ure flexmr.- t.ht:m~lvc~; for a leap 
thut. hu~ bl•cume imJtel11th·c Cor them-tl-.e !cup fram the realm or cup!~ 
tuli!-t 11eccll!'it)." '1nto the .r~nlrn of t!Odal. freedom. Thl!! todu,· is ~-~-. 
Jutiurmn· politic:~. The te\·olutionat)· wrrttr. who 1\oes pot nordw u1, 
_q•~;~.tf"h~s only on the t!Urlace-nnd then Ueg,n,; to :-tip o11ckwa • 

(c) The Mass Movement Today 



industrial unions. The whole re!'t.tlution Is built around the idea that 
even "(In the day ot the eonque~t of' power the Communist PATty epn
t¢itut.es only a fraction of the working class;," This was t.hf! axi& on 
which Lenin worked !or Rus!\hl und !or the whole of Wc.~tem Europtt. 
What we are seeing in France un.l Italy show11 how fu.r beyond UH9 
·we are. 

Any revolutionnry purty today which iniUatr.d actions !nr t.'le 
conqucs.t of power wauJd ·rally'such n mcmlx!r!ihlp as would reduce 
to the vanidtang point the organizational ditr'O!rencc between V4nguard 
and mosses, pa-rty. Soviet nnd union. The f'C\'olutionary party wiil . 
not be only a "frnetlon" of the W(ltking-clasa, lu 11 country like France 
at the moment of the conquc!t of poM!r1 we cnn weU see pr:u:tkalh· 
every member of the or-g:mizcd labor movement t.nd miUion11 of Ole 
petty-bourgeolsie as m~:mbc1·.; of the tC\'Olulionarr p~rty.• For Shachl
man and such, all this is .strati.I~;I,hcrlc "theory'. Yet it is only wiL'l 
thls in mind (nnd n:Jt tt!vulutioMry waves which wcr_, unloosed by tLe 
~ Arrmy) that we shall begin to s~ the cnln.i;trophic J'Ole played· h:.· 
tile -Red :Army in Easlt!rn Europe nnd the lessons !'or bday. 

In .1917 the.- February and October Re\·olution::~ gaVe the 1m~tn.'l 
: to·tr..a· Dur.or.wn r~;•·olutiun- predmly .bf.cau.oe <Jf t.'le bad.-;;.·ardrri'.M vf 

Ru,s.!da. In 1044 the revolubonaJ•y n11ibiUzatlon oi· th masses In tlm 
Eastern Eufopcn.n countries under the impending <lcle:t.t <Jf Gennnny 
was historienlly duo to be the $!1Ptnl and cxamvlc for liUr.h a moblliza-

. tion in w~t.crn Europe as would hnve yJut the 1917-1923 l'cvoluUons 
·· in the shade, It· is tMs the Kremlin, dellbera!,.Jy_- nnd far-.sightedllo' 
. count.cr.-revoiutionary, destroyed. Coultl Anglo-Amctic:m imperiullflm. 
hn.v~ lleld the .}lopulntiun,;_ of those .rountrlcs down? Lrok at the rt'&t 
·or.the worJd·:ani:t:judgc:·.wc v.-ould have had n repctitlon of G~, 
(Greeee "whlcb·GCnnaln: so· grie,·onsly misundtrstaucb) ln. every coun
try in Eas~rn ·EurOpa; thc·Mlddle.East uf!amc and il'mavcmcnt in 

· · ~e~ter.ri E~rope· to. which even the present unprocOOented sclf·mi>bil·. 

I 

1W-tion of t1ie masses \l'OUhl have been merely a prelude. ;. , , . • 

·-···-"'''·-·,:-·,·cW···hore;l~0 Red ~Jmy H.is Not P•ned ... ·J 
·-;_..,. l 
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(d) · · P,!~rties in Western Eur?f>e· .... 
(I) The Proleh1rian and R«volutionary .Chara~er _of th~ Stalln1st Po!l~~ 

When the masses -111 one courih-y move, the' world ... theory .. of 
Bolshevism leap.P !orwnr1l. Now todny we lmvc ~o -nnd a :-~?lr ~llllona 
in one Ita linn CommunM. Peh·ty, ~t;/OI'C the selzun' f!l ~ovoer. ~uropo 
Juts ~n nothing like this since the Cru'!uhm. It 1s ere. _t nt .~~ 
('unccntrutcd nil the· problems of our nge • 

• 'Ih• rnftnbenhlp ur the Jt.Ali;.n 'Comrnunlool. "rart:r i• .. ,d Ito br ""boo~" :::a;:' 
brnhlp. The •.obllerv

1
••""L I• .wl~h~~~k';-1';.~·:; ~~~~o~Cl::t~.t~Jfh:ut a.:tlua 

J••tnd, the 1oarty o t'JIIll an ·...., ko tn 11119 r.r~ o~uRI~Ient to r:llX)M 'JHo' rail ·~t·._!~"1 r'•1·-,,_ •1'1~~.':-t 1:~nJ\he C"'JJtn~n .. \ Pat"tt 111 ltol.Yo. 
lUI)' •uparfl- ,.._yll I (j - .,, . 
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Gt!rmain does not. see here n nc"· tot.ugf: of the musll movement, 
and therefore thu new ;;tagc o! 1hroi'C!tknl advnnre, He is hu11y in~ad 
--dc!eating Shachtman. 

T.be relation· with World Wnt• I will show the new .;tnge. After 
Worl':l War I there was a. tremendous movement of thl' mn.~ses into 
tfle Trade Union mo,·cmr.nt. Said Tro~ky ·ln l!IHI: 

"''l'l1e workeT:J join the ttnde unions solely f01· the ~akc of im
mediate gaini',' reply the condlintot·s. This I ~lCOJ y iS. fnl.ic from be
ginning to enrl. T.he great. influx of v;·orker!J !nto the tt·a:ic u11ionn is 
elicited :-cot .by J~etty, d11y-to-day que:.tions, hut b)' the ~oloZJsal !act 
of the World War. The working.mns..~s. not only the tO)I layers. but 
the lowest depths ali ·well, nre rou,;cd and alnrmerl by tho greatest 
hi11toricnl uphoo.val. Each individual proletutinn has .s.enscd to a ne\'er 
equaled degree ~is helplessness in thl! face of the might~· im)lelialist: 
machine. The u.rge to establish tics, the urge tu unification and con· 
solidation of forces has .mnnifcst.t.'<l itself with unprecedented PM\'er, 
Hence ilows the surge of millions of workers into tho trade unions 
or into the Soviets of Deputies, i.e., into such r.rganb:ntior.s as do 
not demand polltieal. preparation but rcjn-escnt the most general and. 
mo:t -dirc.."1.- expressiult u£ the pl'olcbtian cla.u t,truggle.'' -

, _ 1'he -wOrkers todny are. aware of the tremcr.,~t:.us pr.lblcms im·olv~ 
in the· ovcrtbrow·'of ':hOurgeOis society. Trhey ;:-::ek u phi-losophy of Ilf~, 
a p1aee,,.4n organization, n .socit~l {£~rce' which will -not only bc' 10the 
direct ·,:Oxpressio~ of the proldarlan class .stn•g~,tlc" but. the direct 

:force ·'"ith; whicli'-ta: rebuild :l'iOCiety. In lndonesui and lw!o-Chiua, 
8lleht.as is. U!.i!, proletarian-bnse, we fee U1o &UT~e total J<tobillzation. 
Rls only the OC!:Upatfon· forces iri Japan that impede a ~imllar man· • 

' ifestl'.tion: The ~nuine mnss orgn,nizatlon o! tlu: American :prolctatiat,:
tho socially most adl·ancOO .social entity the world rhllS e·o"er s~n, w1U 
show that the :itallnis:zn of the Stnlinl.'lt pnrties is merely n subject.ive 
expression of _the world pr('l]etarlat, in~tlnctively unifying and ~n-.· 
solidatiug !!Oeittlforce.<> in i.he fnce ·of .-!angers and ta~ks. This is the 
im·-~~ing soc3alin: society of ·our dn~·. . · - . 

The Prolcs•ariat ·Then, an~ Now 

._, AR Jate as 1864 Marx'" concrete economic Jlroarum ~howf!d hnw 
· · elof:tly he':Jfll'tti'lolnliated between t.'le boldness of llis tht.'<lrctlcal con· 

elwdona and.-thl.o_ concrete tltage of· economic Jevelri)mler.t nnd Hs 
renreuon in b.ie revolutionary proletariat. E'•cn this st·cmcd to be 
mere Uto)lianism when. the Commu,ne eru)Jtcd like -n volcano nnd pro
jP.etcd llhe proretariat itself 1ar beyond his theories; Yet its stl·ldly' 
economic program b toduy ridiculou~one of the t.'ling:; which lfarx 
detuil8 with great pride 18 the a'.lulitlon or lllght-work for Journey-men bak·ers, · · 

.. The d~gorl.etation of the Sceond International r.onsistuli JU'et'isely 
,In the fact that it Iiepa rated whut the·Commune tit a high moment had 
Joined together, moderate economic cont• but n new t:oHtirnl organ· 
·hatton. of thG massas, Tlu~ Second· Internationul placed militant ·trade 
unloninn on one side nnd social legidution on the ot.flcr. But in· 1905 
tbe Rusaian ]lroletariat linked the two together Jn tt10 ~m·lct which 
became the p.:~,ttGrn fo1· 1ivolutionnry action ft·om 1017 onwards. Yet 
fn .• tho conscfousne!S o( the workers, the So,·iet still remained n-fonn 
ot polfticnt a.c:tlvltr, Jlrolet:ariarl politics,. but es.!o'cnt!nliv re\'olutlouary 
netlv!ty against the obourgcoisi-t. Bet•,o,•cen 1023 nnd 1620 tho failure 
o£ tho world revoiution und the stabilizing lnfluen::o of American 
capital in Western Europe made it Impo.'llllbln far the backward Russian 
proJotarJnt to gh-e the Soviets that content (atfminlstrallon flf thu 
state and ~rkens' control or produ,ctlon) whloh Lenin atl"'l\'fj to Jnsti!l 
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int•J lh~ So\·iet form. . · 
The failur:l of the world 1·evolutl1m t-dntnwlucOO the Qld,scpn.~aitd.hmd 

hctWI!<·n ~nomic.s and politics. The unions nnd Lha portJe.; ~t\. -e 
th,. economic and JIO!iti~ul .:.trugg;le t1\'er the JlrOl)udlon end dl'itrlbU• 
~i 11~1 of tlm IHlrJilu~H·ulue. With the incrcns.ing f.llll,in.lh!J :ate of profit 
unJ lhc lncr,•:u:ing !>(sdnliz:ttion uf ,luLor1, W: du;cq•h?IIISJ: t~alnin~ 
111111 sociul educntlon of the proldnrmt, tn1s ~Cfllll-&LIOI. bc .. wt:~n P.Co 
nvmirs nnd politic•; <"ould not be lon}C J!lllinlnined. 'fhu proldariat 
l"l'Cc:vcd from Fascism n m.~rdlc~;s suhject.n-e educntlon 1n the Integra~ 
lion 0 r economic.~ and politic.~ which was not lost upon 1ht. d th 
· N·ow · todny tht' prolct.:nint, on.:\ ·J!igher plant', aa _ra~n c 
~ltin~nte ~ondu~fon. It,; rc\·olt is not ngain~t politics und thr: d1s~rlhu· 
tiou ,,f the 8Urplus~vahw. The rc,·olt i& AJ;"nmsl v.ahte P!~uct.lon Jtt~elr. 
It ha;,; made its own <"t)mprchcnsion or thr: pivot on wluco~ tho compre· 
hc11~iun of !IOlilical ccon.'m)· turn!'. 

Ba Hi$ P~y_mcnt Hi·:Jh or !.ow 

thr. G."'"!~''l• 

Th~ prolctnrint in th; advanced countrlcs }!"~ :no>w giv,im noUce 
thnt _it is ready. -to soh·e tl'lc!'e e~nh·m.llctions nnd abolial)._ ·]tb~ft ~ 
"Jabot·" ru J,larx u~cd. the term neforr:. 1848. It r.eelu to a~ a u~_l 
jnsteat:'n-mcnningful c:rcatlve activity with a aoctal alm aa the end and 
thC exercise of its r.utural and ur.quirml, facultl~ ne t.'JendnocG•una. _, 

Nntlon~ like the United States, Br1taln,, Fncnce, -a ermany 
could wit;hdraw millions tlf men from produc~i\ln, -teed i:Jlom, . clto

1
tho 

the educnto them, supply them with thn 1\'eap.,ns ·of dentruc on, 
trn::!'port· them bl tho ends of the earth and .maintuin them for yea;s. 
'foduy it is pcrfl-c:tly possible for tlle advanced np.tions by I} sell-mobil· 
iz.ntion of the ~pulation and modem methods of cducnt1on. to I!~ n 
uud t!Uucak tP.chnlea11y nnd aoclall)·, all lta.nhle-bod.!OO -popu on 
-bctwoon lli ~r.d 36 without., dr11.wlng U1em t'fom lnbor lor. f!lOJ'O than 
hulf tho nol'mlll c.np!tallst wOrking day 11t 8 haur.11._ T~s bfkle :[~~ 

·a decade civiUzntion eo.n ho turnOO lnto a barba
1
ro..,w; ~ e:cx, tlon 

n dcendc nlso there cAn bn crc!lted auch A lhX'Ia .~.oro.'L1.0r P uc 
and ·tho demnenitic: Gdmlnlstrlltion of thlngH as Marx -1\nd Engvla 
.and even Lenin t.hougllt wou;Jd come only In tho soeondth ~1erdj= ,. 
uf ;:~oclnllsm. T'no ncOOs of the prolehniat today-Rre uu a . 

I :I 
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teSlH•n~c to the stage of tlt!~·elopmr.nt of c:apit:sli1-11U it-.df. 
The :-:oc!al ami Jlulitkul education of the 11toldal'int is on a .cor· 

re..::ponding lltnle. The wurlrf nnw m<:~>:eJ> from ~la:r to day b)o· a eerie-5 
c( gigantle COII\'UhdOJlll, Men hnvc tn think in UJtmll of global ~olutiomt. 
It ls Jll(.l(!limly the ehuractea· oC oua· age :tnd the rmaturlty o( humnnltJ.• 
t.hal. oblitea·nu•s the tlppm:ition between thc01·~ ~nd prnclk.{!, between 
t.hc intcl!e~tual pr~"Orcupnt:arL'I of the "cdu<'at•Jd'' nnci of the maa:;e~. 
All tho great. philoHJp!ucnl concept.<:, from the unturc of tho physicai 
unl\'er;;c (ntomic energy) through the :stru~lurc und ftm<"tirm of pro
ductive ~~~:>terns (free ~.ontea·pri£c, •· . ..;ocinlh•m", or· "communism"); the 
naturt' of government {the stntc \'ersu:1 the individual) to the destiny 
of mnn (can m:1nkind sun:h·c?) thes~ nrc no longct· "tho::ory", but ere 
in the ·markllt·pla,'t', tied together so that th~$-' cannot be separated, 
matters on whtr.h tho ~laily lives of million;; upon million,; depend. 

1'h(': UUt!nding murden!1 the destruction o( peoples, the bestial 
passions, the ~adism, thl! -cru.e-ltie;; and the !ustB, nil the manife!lb.tions 
of barbarism, of tbl! 111~ thirty year..; :ll'e unparalleled in history. But 
U1ls ·.tlil'l•ill'iiim t:XIi>lro unly t..:~i\uee iiUthir.g cl:.~ can :.Uil-\ll"Cii:. :tile: 

; rendlncss for· sacrifice, tho dcmo~mtie inr;tincts and crcucive power c!, 
the gre:&t rnnsscs uf the JICOplc, 

· The v.·orld l'C\'Olution muril(t:'>.t.~ it,:;ci£ not in the fled Arm)>·but· 
in Pale<~tlnc.-.Thc violence in Palestine i!! only secondarily Jcwish •. .Jt 

·is an lndlcntion ot tb~ !!itage:of df'_vclupment of class n:1tagonlsms on .. · .\/i~;, 
, .a world scnle and of the eociAl te"tnper Of the working mnsse,; Overy,.:·~ .;{~-0;~ 
, : "Nhcro. The !arne-holds true \if the event-~ in Indonesia, in Indo-Cblha, 
' .. In Jndia- Chinn: ~nd ·Bunna. 'l'hase tell u..; what HI tho revolutionary· ; ·.~i/'.· 

·,_pot.enttofity of ·the prol~tariat in ·Rrituin, l•'rnnce, the United Stutes · ·::·.-,;:L:~. 
and Hol.land. 

Th.! .SurfaCe of the l.ceber9 

. · Expcriell~ Jn the !"aCtOriCl! .has Mown' t.hnt it is )lt'Ctisel)o' funda· 
·mental solutlomJ·that:worlcers nre road'· to listen ·to ·bet:lLU!~e lunda· 
mental qu,estlons (ll"e 1l08tld·:lll.ul-ound ihem both olljL-etively a'ld sub-_. 
jr.et.lvely •. The aubjeclh'a fs .... "tor, man as man and. not ·n.a Lho .sla.ve· of 
capatal, Is now emerRing- A..'J the deeislv~ foa·ce in hiflli)i',Y :1.nd Is or!@n· 

·· iz.iul{~ i~li ., lO· :currc~poitil. ·. Tllo •bcurg.Jui:si••· in · evt:ry country, ·.llut 
pnrtactdarho· in t-he ur~ltetl S+.ate.':l hu..r, "3l!Cil lnto this ·BS fnr a.; it Is . 
pos11i~Je_for an alien .ela~ to :>ell, Not c•nly in Jlighly organized in\'etl· · 

· tlgatlons -and reports, ·but, in jburr.nls costing nlckl!l.i nnd dimes, and 
· sold to the tn·oletarlat In mll!ion!!, the Ametican .bour·groisie .is shocked 
~ beyond ~!!nAu~ at. the incrediblo and a:p)Jim,mtl~· s<>nsele..'!S ·behavior·. of 

the Ameraean proletariat. It confes.~es i_ts f>.!3r thnt the proleh1l'IBt "will 
never aguln sla\'e nt the nsae:mbly line In tho ohl way, and-that iLIa 
socJitl frustration, the cr.umplng of pcr;mnulit}·, o( its "nutural and 
acquired 110Wer11," the net.'tl for unin•I'finlity (not wages nnd l1igher 
stundard of UvlnrJ which ere ruining the JU'oriueti\'ity of l:~hor nnd; 
driving the prollltariat to l'cpcr:.tcd maniiestntiOns of hostility to· the 
'l'ICC_it'ty. The condh:lun Is pe111tanont. It I& not Ft·ench, it h'! not Itnlinn, 
It 19 not Jnpanl!te, 1t I~ nut Stalinist. 1t iH prolllt.udan nnd socinllllt, 

. it'ibaa .bL>en do\'t!loping Rin~c 1034, it Is erur.hcd b1 tho groUnd only tt) 
_leap for.wnl'fl ngaln, -br<'ader 11nd decJICr, while tho traditional ol'gnn
lzat!ons scur~y !11_ torror -before it. Tomot-raw it will· b::! thll Unite,)· 
St:ltllil, where. the ~arne type of nua!lfi mobilization heaving oul. from 
the \'ery deJiths of society will· tuke ·Jllaee. ' · .: 

· Whnt the prclP.tarlat ha., sl1own so far is onl)o' the surface of bhe 
Jcebet·g,. Just aa tho Commune len11t abo\'ll the level o( Euro1•can 
soclet)', and the_ iSovJeb; in 1900 created .n, polltlenl !ornl undreamt of 
•v1m. by ~onln-so today the p1-oletm·int hu~ not yut entered Into it., 
new crentavo period of rolltical-economlc orgnnizutlon. T.he production 
rclullon~ and tho soc1a :tnd t)QIItical prohlo~ of 1047 ·huvc crc~ted 
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a ~o·.~··l fn•· H.olut:,m.;; fnr b~yun:l the mo•k:<l !..tc~~:i:mimt cf )lurx's day. 
Thi~ i· the ~oc!.il hnllis nf thr ).:I'OWth (I( thll' !jt.:11ini11L purtiM •. 

'fhe Stnlini~t. pnrti~·:-~ whctll !.his mO\'(·Jlll!nt ha.. .. taken ~oncrcto !orm 
:trc not politic.nl org:mizatic.n11 in the uld ~en.;e o( 1hll 1CTnl, .Be..111nd 
the smolw-!lrrcen of lkmocrtltlc pnrlinm•~ntnri~m in FrantP. and llnly. 
they :u·c .~O<-inl ot·Rard:r.ationfi. They symf.olizc· Uie mo~t profounJ mAM 
l't'\'nlt ugninst cnpit:ll thnt we have )'(!t !!ten, Thlly l!XI!tci~c u \'llrjing 
but :.mh;;tantinl control in the:i1· 011·n wn)' OW!l' wltole s"retions of tlre 
lll"mr, polire, lmnkh, produdinn an•l 'i:;ti"Jhution. 'fhcy con11titute 
u form of :<tate poi\'CI' within tht: J:utic.nnl .st.utc, dominntin;; thr. priv
utc Ji,·e;; of citizen~ anti the intlll!rctt.l:l! life of tllc eruntrJ in uti 
sphl'l"!.~. It aJJpti:u·s LIA Slnlini:-oln in I~mncc and Itl.iy. It may ap.penr 
a,: an ot·g,miT..:Ition of the C.I.O. burenu~rr.cy i!1 th_c United Stat~.' 
tomonow. Jr. c::~ll"' it:1:>if Social-Dernorr:~tic in Jnpa~. But until the 
Fou1'th Imt:nmtional r•·c~ognizcs these fot·Imttions fnr whnt t.hey are, 
lm•l draw.; .:from them the full conclusion.~. drnwFo. t.i.c- un·Dw to ihe· 
illlnd n!; :\fanr drH·t H. bdo!:e 18<18, in 1864 and nftcrwnrds in t871. · 
!l" Lenin drew it in 1905 an•! ngnin in 1917, ar.cl. ft!!· .Tr<:~t-Hlty· drew. 
it in. !!138, tht!n ~u::t ~" long will tht! Fl;'tn1-h Jnternntio"nal. r'cmoln 
u::oble tQ underlitr.nd t.hn mo..lern lll'OIPt.uriut nnd :it; ow~ historlc~!)'ole.< 

CharaetCr 

thiit the tr:ulltloronl national botirgcolstcti 
still of super·ptofits tu S~llr.i3m. lie~ are bls 
wonls, · ·- · 

'•Ti!n yenrn DJ:O. it was Predicted· tbbt th~·· theo1:r. of socialism ·.in .. · 
DUll eountr'' must Inevitably lead to the growth of nndonullst. tonden~, 
cies bt the· ~;eetlons df the Cl)lpinter"n. This prO\Uctio~ ·has· beeome·a.~ . 
{lb\•lou5 fact. Dut .until recently, the ehau\•lnle~ . of the ·French, B_rittsh1 · 
Bclglnn, Czec.ltoslovak, American nnd other Communist. parties J!Cemtld . 
to bl' und to u certain extent, waa, a rerrneted imnJtC oC the inlere11ts . 
or S~\iet diplomney ('the defense of the U.S.S.R.'). Today, .we can· 
predict with nss~.:runco tho inception of .a new stage, The growth .o~ 

• It hu a lonl' ancl dft,;.l)• ·Jn-truedve hldon'o 



:lmperialf11t ant.agnnl:-~m:;, the oln·iou;; proximity o( the war Jangl!r and 
the equnlly ohvloWI iso19tlon of tht• U.S.S.R. must umwoldably 
atrengthen the centrltu~ral natlnnallt~t ltondf'ncle.~ within the Comlnt.ern. 
E!Wt one of itJI ~ons will begin to cvni\'C u patriotic policy on ita 
own account. Stalin ha" ret(•nclled the communb:t parties of Imperial
ist democracieR with tJ1elr natloual bourgcobtfc:;, Thl~ :1tage h&A noff' 
beeh pas11ed. The Banaparti~>t procurer ha~ playc~l hils role. Henceforth 
the communo-chauvlnlt~tJi ".rill ha,·e t" worrr about their own hld«=s~ 
who~ interest.co by no mean, al~·ay,; cuincid!! with the 'de(en!'le of the 
U.S.S.R.' • · •• 

"Fifteen yea~ o£ uninterrupted put·gf'_,;, tlt!,!t'lWiation nnd corrup. 
ti<ln have brought th"e burea1rcrnt'y or the ex-Comlntcrn to such a de-
gree of demorall:r.atlon. that It hRS become able ann umdous to openly 
Wke into its hands the banner .or sodal-patriothnn •.. 

· .. The. rulln!f !foRCow dique- \1."111 l"e3P. the ju!'t fruiill n( f"tl~n' 
years' prostitution ll! the Conlintcrn." ("A Fre.::h Leiillon," New Inter~ 
11a.tlonal, Dec; l9a8, pp. S63~4.) . 
· It was pogsibJc-·to make 'l'rob!ky's rnilltake in H~40. ':1~'-~r'l.~.!'~~~! 

·~!len;td the atrlcUy economk fulalyHiH on which he\. 
· tations.. But wl1at is one·to- &ay o( n. writer in 1!)47

1 ·~rhoJe experience. the· bat'd- fact.l of .. SUtlini:-m between 
behind: him_, proceeds, to make it aitflin and then pul~ 
as Trntt<ky1sm 1 ~ ,. . 

' . 1.•' 

li.~o,l Ropudiofi,~n 

rodch· hus been ci-eat~tl) iu thl! lu11t analysi~t !Cr\'(>il r,roduetfon and: 
jn tt.P lust unalyflil'l i:f llctermlnt:1! hy th~ productlon.re atfons prevaU
ing in u given soc!etv." )low thut European F8Jicism fR deAtroyed. 
Stullnl11m ln \'&rious ~tages of de\·etoprr.ent IR the organ!e political 
i'UpcrJ>tructur~:~ of the d&y. lrrcspertlve of the wm and col\.seioamea 
or men it I'CrveR or !'eeks to Het"\"e produetlon. But it Is capitalist pro
dUl1.ioll, whieh nt the pre.ient .'ltage r:un live only by the. I'Uppre.•m!on 
of those m!tnons whose very joining o£ the CommuniKt Party but 

· pnrtlally expre"sl'eli thejr proletarian dctennlnation tn remove them· 
~<t;h·es forcvennoro !rom wage slavery which ill Jll"tt!sely what Stnlfn· 
i:-•m has in r.tore !or them. The. coneept ot ,_bOUshing wa~ slav~ 
would traw:form Stalinl11m into 11 te\"Oiutionary orgunlza.tion _!)o
Jil!llding on mass futce. Tim~ they cunnot unloo~oe without destroymg
theml'l'h•es. The)" are therefore balanced between the fundamental 
nntugonlsms of the cUJJitnl-labur relation on a· rnzor's .edge, eombJn-
'mg the e,..treme tleveloprnent of ·capital-;nln>ady "!iPJ?Ing !ro:n the 
hundH of the bourgl.'Oisi~and the prolctunnt, all!o shpp~ng out.o~ the 
clvwhe11 u! the b~urgeoikle. · ____ :·•-;,\o;,'t 

stefinism-the 



analysi& Clf w.., Stalinists is the l'XUCt UJIPo~itc or the O.!IPCUI'Uncc, i.f'. 
:heir historical origin nnd subjccli\'c rnolh•.e.tL .. :¥ l~ bcc:U.II'C theY 
de.'lpaired of, fear nnd oppose:: the trcmrmtlous lea]' iu tlu~ 1lntk ot 
the prolebrlan 'revolution thnt they nttnch thcm~clve!! like leechc;; 
to the tnnRible pDWtlr of the Kremlin. 
'. GannaHn, encln~d in the theory or PIIW('t, prcJ.tlgc uuol l'C\'CI\Ul'S 
for· the Stalin!Mt bure:~ucrncy in France, ju~<t liS he Li cnclo~ed in the 
theory o.r power, p_l"<'i'ti)..~ n111l l,.\'Pnlli'/1 in Uu,._:in, t"t>nnot grRl=P the 
fundamental movf'ment. 

It is the cl~s struggle which iii dr.tish·e for the Jlollcy oC St.Diin· 
ism. Tt the h'Tt'pnrable hnn!.:.rupttr oC ct1pitnl drives th~ Stulinist 
tcadel'fthip to breuk with the nntionnl :o;tntc ami lo:10k to lm cstN.blished 
power, it is-the .drh·ins: Coree- of th:! mttSII mo\emcnt which kee~ 
1hem there. It iM only whel't'! there ill a comparative!)-' feeble masa 

_ ~ upport that the subjeetivc t!cC"i!;ion is theirs. Hut with the violent re
jection. by· the mnsses of bourgeois ,;ocict)' ar.tl the complete bank
ruptcy o! the national !llatc and the nntionnl economy the Stalinist 
·leadership, unable to turn_ to the mn!'scs:, must look cl~cwhere. They 

.. ~rn.h•tld .tn· thn KT'cmlin bv n~ thrht." a scwinl bond a~ hclll the ref!lrm-,. 
iats to the bouriJ(loisic. They are-terrorized first by the ·re\'olutlona:ry 
.l"J'!nsseH _.:1nd only·a~terward~ by the G.P.U. ~ 

.The PetJy-Bourgeoisie, Not ~he 

Tho Errors of Munis and GEtrmair• 
One(' the COI:trn,~lction betwrt>n the. prole! nrlnn and tht•. bour~"eois 

eontent of tho St:tllmst Pnrtics is ~rro.IIJil'li po!itll"nl policy flow.<~: from 
it. If It Wn!l necel!snry tn raise the fllog~n o( tho Soelnl-Democrocy 
to pn~·cr, then with nil the more urgency it is ncce!lsnr)' to 11tise 
tho .'~IO!,'"llll. of the Commun!Rt Pnrt~· to JIOWer. Dut Stnllnl11rit lias 
nlrt;:'dy ShOWn t.Jaut it WHI 1\lri)l CI!JUti!J or C\'CH)' .:overing, incJudi,ng 
prhat~ property, In or•ler to nuuntmn· wnjl,'o-lnhor, tile proletnrutt 
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11~ proll'Lnriat, the Cumlnmentnl co11dition c•r capit.ulist to!D.,•er)'. Abso. 
lutdy unable tn J1111kc the l~:nr, thnt !..Pnin mudl! in l!ll7, it is there-
!c.re compelled in its own r ght to b<-cnme e\·en more deeply tho 
, 1uinle~~cntinl exptl!sFion of cuflituJl;~t barllnrh;m, In the closest inter
JICBctrntlon with thi:1 ·fllogan therefore mu11t be pot:ctl tho complete 
reCJrgnn!~utlon or Pceicty, HO\'il't.'l, factory commlttee!l, prc~aratlon 
for the 11eb:urc of power, wnrlng to ph:ces of the old nllcle.l o1-det·,'. 
nb(olition or the boun~eoifl flt.at.c, abolition of the bourgeois !lnny, 
urmlng of nil Lhe able-bodied fiOPUhttion, worlccrli' control of pro
duction, people:;' courU.. So acute nre the contrndicticms of capitalist 
!'oclct)>' that the 11logan without the program co~tcretely prf!sented for 
the full te\'olutionnry trnnsrornoation of !l(l('lety is a bct.raynl .of the 
mn!-l!'eM. The rcvolut.ionary progrnm wit110ut. the slogan Is n denial o! · 
thut mobilization for the J-:odal U\'erturn which the Communist l'arties 
repreHent. 

, At n laler·stagc the ntO~!"e!' rna)' create i~~t:~::~,~~~~~~~. their own, so\•iet!l or nation-wide nnti-Stnlinist-
When they do, n new 11ituntion nrise!l. Dut the very 
or the Stalinist p:t:tieS nnd the. objedi\'(' ~r.otl'nCS!I 
relations crtmtcs the por-slbilitic!l of. vw;t Qr~-uni~cl -, 
part:.·,· impos:;iblc In the old c!nys whrm the:w.· parties 
political parties. It iR the pre.'lence of a revctlutaonury ·. p:rogram 
not mere ngitn.tion 'about wages which can · ·acceJernte, . clarliy_ 
soll.dify· theoo. · · · ' · 

The SOioPDlf\,;:!ic 



not dltrcrent'.Cll of views but lnck flf clnrit)' which causes confu~ion •. It 
is lark of a firm guiding line fro~ the lcad!.!rshlp, the nuajorlty, anoun!f· 
which differing tendencies can ~hgn tl.lemse!\'t!~, thnt _gencrntcs centn
fugnl tendencil'JI, The rc.~pon..:tbllity .tor thiK lies cnt.m.·ly on Gennaln 
and those who think lilre him. Ami !lOne or the crimes of Shachtnum 
E'hould prevent Germain being brought to book for th~ superficiality 
and b.laenOAC of his analysis o! t.he Stalinist partie<;, 

(e) The Nature of tfoe Party 1947 
The self-mobilization of tht! ntnsse-'> is the. dominating .social and 

political feaw.re ol QUt_ agl!. Now that we see it in sufficiently CGn
erete m.:miko:;tnUon, .it is .fossibic to link these numlft•!ltationli to 
the recent historical past an draw strntegic- cundusion!l fur the future • 

. Tho nld divisions 'bel.-ween the economic mnnngcmcnt oi production 
tlu! tot.ial Jeaderiihip .u( society, and the political llllrty-Lraditionai 
jn the bt.JUt"gooiR nallonn)l\(atp Rnd 'Mf1~tinn of the Cll!'itlllil\ti<:-<Jivill"!nn 
OLlabor. am~ doomecJ:· The clas.st"s i«uscnlzc the ·neod for a. neW 

·.-. ·aocial orgnni,..ation ·and the ·response Is thl!. modern part)-'. Ycsterda~,.-
.: _t.he.nntiunll) state UI!Cd the party. Today, to moot the changes, internal.. -. ,; 

and ext-ernal, Uu, IJar:.y, U:;c;j. Uu~ nalional state. · - -:r~ · 
. ·Hitler in~ 193(1 deel:1red: · · . · ·J ·• .. 
~q iep)ac:e the simulacrum ·of bourgeois ]!alriotism hy the t\ational ' ... :<',j. 

... llolidarity. oi.:my _party and·,tb':l simuhu:rum of ~lar:dnn socialism ·bY: · :.~~~-.':J1·_ 
1 the.-social justice of -tba Olllme trarty. Whilo paTlinmentntr Germa:1y. ·. _ -~---- , _ 
'fallidn ruins, a De".Y'Gefntan:v::is being horn.' . " .-\:· ;.;·:.(t, 
... ,:·~-:-1fe t'eeilgnJzed. th1l modern wlitlcnl pa·rty as a ·new sodr.l fonna· · " 
t1J~n,dohnti~~~ o~~r_ts nsf Raussl'h cxp1-eSs

1
io.n ofdit, The gcm:'!S- of Lcnin1!_~our- _<.'~~ 

. s1.c y '-'KI ne .. -w~·o ,. u,.nnt c1pnte ns a cons:1ons organ :.a...ac-: . .-- · ··; 
r· tiVity, wl:.nt Is now tti,ming out to be the neccl'ls.lty of the social :nruc-: '\~; 

ture. · ..,· · r-,. , . . , ~,,~t 

e~~~J!~:===~~d.8~.e;~~~·:~ :~c~~~a~!d~:r~'!! ii:t~1r~~. ,. -;.~~-
tion ·ot moOOm. production, As thi~ Johnson-Forcs't tendency t=tated in ··;:_\t 
lb-'Ros'olution·on the IuterpO.tional'Situation (April 27, 1946): ' '--:: :,:£.~· 

. The SfatifiCt~>tion of' Production' ·" j!:iJ 

. · ~=lr;'r:~~'i:'w"~'f:.r·~~;;Al~£\~w~~'il~~~·.;~··l.::.:~ ::·~r.::-:::.· : :,j~l 
direct_rt-pr~ntativos·o£ the government. The simplc':lt of immediate_. _-· .• 
dt~mo.nd!u:oncernlng;thc high cost of living, o! the right IJ) strike be- '·t 

· c:ome qucr.t.ion.s of st.:lte pollev. and c<~ntinually po~ bctorc the workers, \,: :!~~:~ 
tho_ fundwncntD.l question Ol ;;tnte power. 'J'hu!l, the sc.ciai structure ·.-:~_._f_~---.~_.~.-. 
of atato power in s+.atified production plJices the woi'kor:; in a situation __ :., 

.where· any Uetcnnined·.st=lo compels them to face the pt-oblem "- I 
-of·dc~ntlng their own Ofil'n Z..":t.ion In order w bring 1•rcssuro upon, · ,·:·.,:, 
an 1f ncco.uary, to· break til& pnwer. uC _tho labor ·JcnUcishiJl us virtual.. ' 
func~lonaritl~ t•C t.he existing go\·ernment. · ::·:-.::.-~ 
.. Stndftcation and Boaihreola Democracy : :: 

,. "The struggle for democracy, particularly in tho nd\'Dnccd coun· _ --~~.~\j 
trie!l, b no Jonger. the struggle for the er.tcn'l'ion of popular l•igOU • ·; • . _ -
/'Stati8Catlton oC ·Production-The Ideologh:ai Struggle' · · ' 

"Today, .wl-.en tt.e proletariat says :lP.mucracy, it. mean~ ubo\'c all, .-:·rl 
not. bourgeois democracy.·, , lts socl&l concepts nrc dominated by the ·,., 
lllen that Lhc -cntastrophea nf mod&m ~ocictY. nrc r.au~ by the private -' ... · 

. owncr!:dtip of the meana uf prod\u:tlon. The ne~cssily that these bo :·.:~-
taken awoy from_the monopolists n11d be ·returned to the nntlon to be :··---:j· 
plann!XI for the good of .nli hus now· nchic\'etl the 'fixity ef a popular < ·~. _ 
'prejudice.' 'this Is one of the grcate~t ndvunces ever n~ade by hwnnn ,.:::\ 

, conscloullncss both in itl' lmJ•Iicit t·cjl!clion o_t the concept v( ,.,)usa dis· 
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tioruc. Slogan-~ like National Liberation, the Con,;tit.uent Alisembly, 
and nationalization of indUst:-y (n ~;logan repudiated by the Third 
Ct•ngrru>:>) acquire the sumc, no lros nJ•d no moJ'c>, ;~ignlficunco Lhan 
the J,nbor Party slog3n In the· United State:<, 

2) \Vith " ck'llt conception of whnt the JC\'olutionan· ma:.ses 
mMI.II .by " T•flrty the wl:tole conce11lion of the mle of thr.. Hulshl.'Vik 
Pmty, 1.e., of Lhe Fourth Interno.tional in the "oncrdt• circumRtances, I 
does not .narrow but eXIJttnd!l. Tho ri;;e of the rna"!\ movement. rni~oo 
with It tho role of the Bolshevik Porty. E\'l!tY Hol.~he\·iJ; become!'! what ,:_: 
Trotsky warned in 1940 that ilc-not merely the appnJ·ntus-mu.'it •. . , 
become, nn offiec1· in tl1c prolew.rinr. nrmy. Thll-theorctical range, the , 

'practical JIOiitldll CBJiacity, the. re\'olutimu&ry dynami..m, the discipline, . -.;: .. [ 
thc.cohesion, nrc n~edcd net so much to meet the olrt"nsh·e of th& · ·-:,.~
bour~isie, as was the fate -of n party bused UJIOD U1c l'mnll Ru!l8ian · . ·>·::,. 
tJroletnriat. ll is needed to meet the ojfcnsh·e of the proletariat. Sub- · :_. --c:::~ 
jcctiv.; and objecth·e mo\'C towarda fu~;ion. E\'cl')' rcvolu.tiona-ry Unit .. ,'':::. 

·of ''the ~ubjeeti\'C f.act.or" bccom~~ an objccti\'1! uni~ for the tf!volu~. -·.;.-~-:. 
·c t.ionnry _ }N'eJlllralion _ nnd _then as a rallying center !or scores and · :· :ti 

perhap;; )nimlrccls_ Oi prolctnrinns on tile ronri to prt•lnmriun dcmoi1li.Cy,0Y~~:?1t;J 
__ . _Thill is the problem in Britain. The LnlKlt Party i11 n p:arty-·or-: :: .. :··:·'-!·QI 
;i:he· old kind. It ht :>ll"ungling tJm new Britu;h Jlroletnrint, 'l'ho 3d~ ·:.:_.·:;:a 
vauccd:wo\•kers therefore either brenk out in !ltulllen wlldcut !ltrlkea,.· · .. :-~-;:~ .. '! 

_:or_ fn.ce ·the government ln impotent but · imJJiucable hol'-tilft)-', At a· -:·; 1 ;Af·l 
cettum st.a~:ro. the proletariat will tt·anflform or ful!e, but some.hnw. 1 ,•:::',0-:'~~· 

·; totUI!y renrgunfzl! ill the modl!l'll. !11!DI'C it.R orA'D.nizutlon~. to moot. tJae·-_,, ,'·:-~±?.4;~ 
needs. and satt11i'y the \.IC!IItcli. Cor which the Jlrc~cnt l.uhor Part)· .. and: . ~-·~ 

._the !lr:;IOns ate .totally ur.nttcd. To ~timulnW, Clb!'er.·c and •.levelop' thiA_ ··,·.?;.~~~-

, B!ld nu~h. inlf. c.l11e· but this. is thc ... n.lnin. ta11k ~f the revolutiOnary _van. ·.·.,···,.·,·c·· .. :.;~"U.·.~\ .. ~ guntrl m Bntuln •. But to cnrr~· out tha:> policy dcmand~t a! clear CQil• ·. ·_ '1'.',J{!l· 
. ception of the origin' and dl!.'ltlnr o,r the :mcinl 1110\'cment o!·th~ .pro:·'. ·--~1;~ 
:.:etntiot ,;,·!ddt 111 developing ber.=.re .JUt' eye:<. · · ·:·_:r, .. ,~ • .:.M: 
.:._ r.n)· At· thiS singe of statiiiCatlon, flD)':> ElJI.:Ie;:c, the proletariat ''<:P§li 
"8CIU's the public power. Th~se rna;:.$ rushes to the party are the !or:.n ·, · i'f.' 
\\~lerclw the ,proletariat girds· itself tG ·1mize the JlUlilic ·rlower nnd · .' ·,;~1r; 
thei'eby.begill the Withering DWD)-'.Ot' thr,Jilale. nut the dcfenJC O{ the., _,';.J;~ 

:-,sta~!t~cd·,'Jlrt>dpction_ u!•Ji11xt. _t~e l'.~olcm~~?,: ln1''~VP..9 a similn~ ~~~~ :;,:·_:· ~~~~~~ 
· :'fl'ti"Jl17·Rt!.on or_e.rranl-'lt!on,_ ihc ... omrnu ..... t I a~ tv,,( Run.:olil. u ........ h_ ,.- ~,~, 
a.·~ mobilizatton. 'In its eom)lleied (\)l"ffi it hi not n prolctarha.n · . .'· ·,·;~-\~1' 

·party· .at. all. In· it t.he rnzor-:.h:1rp catlitnl-lnlM:- contrndtctiJn that · ·'( ·\)''! 

pa-rties of Western Et:topc hns been resol\'ed rmtirely ut the expenac ..;~iS" 
cxlsb~tween.thr. proletul·lat fi,Rtl the Stulini,:,t leadcrthip!ll inside the ... ~1;-Ji•f 

of.thc-Prol'llal'iut-nn.d In fa\'Ol' of lltntr.-rapitnl. 'fhu moti\'e. force of ,. 'iY! 
·· thr. Comrin.titfst Pc..rtica in \\'estern Eu.t'OJll' is the attack on c.wital •. ;._ '"~·: 
Tb~:! m<~ti~e force of tJac Communist i'urtl•'of Ru:"sin i,;; the dl'lfinsc ot , -·':',>' 
capital in its . p_re.,.ent form-stnt~p tal. Thus they are exact .·. '· J;,:~i.~ 
oppos_ile!!, Io'or Gernmln ·ami Sltuchtlnlln this Ol'gnnir. dintmction does·. · '!1'11· 

··not exist been usc the)· hn.,·c continuull!-• ·e\'ll•led un~w~ring. cyen til, --· ~~;'~ 
them~lves. what Engcli ri11~ant by sh•.te-cul)itnli:un. · · <-_. \•:~~ 
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in the soclali!lt 
7 (October 25), 

pootcllt peotS· 
· of setting up 

organisational rcla· , 
nml distribution of tha 

~.,, I 

,_,; :;..· :·_;~~u 

good:> .-equired tor lh€1 exiRtence oi tcnR or m1Uirm.1 of people. Sud! 
a ro'ltoluUQr. r.an be succt:sd!ully carried nut only if the majority of. 
the population, and primarily t11e majority n( the toilers display 
·,nde)Jendent hifltorical' creat;ive sp!rit.'' (Selected Worb, Voi. VII). 

Ethics or Economics 
Note the words "fntrle&.te and aubtle flyl!tem of new organln.'tp 

tiona) relationships." The proletariat and the proletariat nlo~e ean 
reorganize the social relatlonA of labor. The average Amuican 
work<:r laughs at the bow;ted elfic:icncy of Amerienn production. 
Ouce hill mental 8Ubordh1ntion is •lestroyed, he can point out means 
and wa)':t of inc:rea1dng the productivity or labor which are impos. 
j;jble .in the relation between exploited, hounded, deKt'aded, ·antagon
istic labor and the op1ires.sive and mer(•;Jcsll supervi11ion which b; 
capital. 

Not 
I 



law of vnlur. undcrgoc.~ ..,jt)loot un.ri · ln~ .. :.~mt re••olution!l. A rii::co\'Cl')~ 
like atomic cnc,wgy alte~ the \'aluc c.,mpo11ition of (",npital und tltt"'"N• 
di!iordt•r into all economiCH. · ; 

"To the extent thut z;uch rc\'Oiutiorut in value ·become acute and 
frequent, the autr.matic nature of :>elf-de,·eloping vuluc make:;. ltaelf 
felt with the force of clement.ar; pol't·er~ aguint~t tllf~ foresight aM 
caleulations of the individual ca)•lta!IJ;t, the c·oursc of ~tormnl p•·odul'
tlon becontes snbjcM: to abnormal :oJ)~ulatlon, nnd the exister.cc of the 
indMdunl rnpitab h; endangered. These perlodicitl revolutions in 
\'.olue, therefore, J)l'O\'C that which they ure ul!11ge~ to rdutc, namely, 
the !ndopcndent nature of vnlne in the form of capital nn:l its fn
cre::.:dng ·independence in the ~ouri4C (If its dc\'dOJlnlenL." (Cot,itrll 
Vol. 11, p, 12('.} _ . 

Cnpltal, as _,tnte-cs.pit•l, i11 the csnet rc\'CI'.o;(! of plunncri, Jt i~ · 
' indcvcndcnt ns never before nnrf run!i <tiot. The .dominating ro .. ctl of 
-~odrty blcomcs the objL'Cth·c mon;!mcnt of the :;f:lf-(!Xpan:.ion uf cnpitnl 
which crushes everything thnt ;;tundt~ in its w:w, Which CllJlitnlist...; or 
burer.ucrnts cnn control thi~'! Ru"!lin .~ltow~ nimw thnt thes~ urr-, a:~ 

, Mnrx and Engcll" continu:an,· polnt~d oat, the target of it.'4 •le~tructlvc 
ma)e\'olence. Tt de~troyfj thent. · · 

• : . .-: -·~_The._t-nntmtlit-tlnn _ h(!twtoen t'lt!•it.nl ~~" " f":'l'1!'Tlll «~riot p(.'l~·er 
and ns n power or privnto capHnli!!ts ·o,·er the Mciat crmrlition~; n( 
production develops into nn C\·cr more lneconciln.llle clndt; which 

· hnplle!i U1c di.;solution. o! thc11e -rc!ution" uh.d ·the ehthoration of the 
~.-_conditions of production into unh•et~al, eommon, ·.!'ocinl: conditlon11."' 
. (Cap_ifol, ·:Vol. HI, 11. :no .. } . .. -
· - · 'l'he Cllpltnll~t is {lnly·thr. Per.so!lificntio'l of cupital, nne! not only 

"· amall_cnpitnllsts but nil capitalistS lose_ nil-right to existenca befon'l 
. thu h\\'!lY o(· eapit:tl. a:l tltis atmng(.l, independent, clcmentnl 11ocinl 

"J•O\\"Ur. ,Tn te;tlity,-it·,js the nature of cnpl~al it!"el! lo.dcstroy capital· 
. ·-. 1sta •. ·It· th_rows ou~.- ~;maU capitahllt~. tltcn unc gi'OUJI"·or capil-nlisl~ 

: ,_- (the Jews) .then WJI:cs ~way prnct.icnli.J.' t. wholt" cnpitnli.sL cla~>s n~ "ir•:' 
-. ;'-~Ccrmnny, te~n'S wl1olc- !:'cctions of them out· of PQlnnd, Yug.1Sia'l:ia, 
'. ·_. CU!clioslo\'a"-'!n• T-he. te:-ruz: of cnpltnl a~ hut t.'J"O -c:~.pit::.li.;;ts 1:> "nly 

.. e.'tceedPd by tts terror n,ttunst Jr,boi', lt:1 llighct~t peak fl; the incCJ;~nnt 
·. purgP.s nmong tho .rulers 6f RW!sin thom~eh·ca. To <'Ontinuc -to bclic\'C 

th11t- th!!'- i~ -n~t:.due,to prcdu~tion .rrlntions i<~ t'l mllke (hPr.P __ mf!n 
·masters of thc1r own fnto.nnd mhumr.n monslcrs 11 

. The .tcrrol' ill ·ro~tcd I~, the rc1:ttlons, oi p·ro:t~ction.and tho need 

. tu c••ul·:'t;j wm·kcn~.- ·\\·hen the workers reuch t!li! sl:tge tha'; they ·arll 
today, then the ·relntlun~ of '(lrcductlon demund a u~rl o1· which sprcut:iR 
~hrough. all _-;cclctr. It is btcs.u.~c of this, nnd not hecau~c of thC 
wlekednc:::-~ o£ tlw Stulini;:;b.,ttnd the Nnzis,_ibnt the modern bnrhnrism 
is the .mo.:;t. -bnrbnrflus history hns e'.'cr seen. 1t. is :::up!n·c~sion of' the 
democt_;aey of tl!e modern mru;scs, ··the mig-htie.~t of ccu:lomlt anti 

- Mc,ialt,-orceN, whtch Compels tonhtoriau !'ll\'Ugcry. 
Idealism, _Not 1-Jistori::al Materialism 

Trot11ky ga\"r.. the motlv'.:! }l9\\'Cr of tho economy' an the "JJrostigo, 
powt·~ 1.:!111 tc\·enues" of th.:J J.urChuc:rucy. Thi1-1 i.-1 wrong in theorr unci 
prnc~1Cc. How do you mensurc ~testigc n•td power in t.-connmic tcmHI? 

_ T~•e pr,oportionntc l'CI't•nuc:: of_ t.1c lmreuuct·nr.~· nrc no more nnd in nil 
p10LuL~h~y uru much lc;u; _thnn thi! 1"1!\'enuc,; ~f any other rulinJf clm'll-l. 

W1thm the catc.gl'lrJeE of l\lurxi:m politicnl economy, it is the mn~ , 
chincry, the lndul!tl·mf Jllunt, lt!l need for con:~tnnt c:<pnnslon, its rnpid 
obsol~sccnco nnd rcnowul in- the cr.ltlpctltlon on the world-nmrket-lt f:; 
thls.-t~onsbmt caJutnl) that domhuth•,; both the wngcl-i· (v-Vnrinblo 
eu;ntltl) and~the surpiU:f!: (s.:. ...... ,;urplu~ vulue~. Not m:rn hut cnpitnl-rulm;, 
~{ow is It poss1Lic !or Marxists todn~· not to .~c<" that in HU!IRIII it i11 the_ 

. • Sooner or lAlef' thi1 Q.UC"'It"m wUI ariu~. 
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gTowmg revolt o( the i 

'(e) The .·Communist 
. Europe 

what c:npilnlism! 
I nulhol'ity nfr ' 

bring tho' 
umJer Jti 

tn•oduotiv< forceS 
sup. 

no 

Russia and Eastern 

• ~ TChc annly1 '''p.or the !!conom)th' dobrjn~s Uw ·lh~lidngr purty. TI11~···Rrius1- ,.,. 
tuan._ .ommun st :arty eXII!Ui on t ncxf! af t e c catcd pro e.:a a . 
Dut the ptOletudnt iu Russin contalns . .wlthin itself lhc same explosive 
qualitu:s_ n~ .the proletariat in We~tt·ru ch•ilhmtion, !!Ubjectivel)' more 

· 'fio hecnul!o of t.he ·experience o! three revolutions. The main purpose 
'o( therortyl therefore, is to ke<!p thl' 11ro!ctarint subjcctf')d 1.0 the pro-. 
ceae o cap tniJst production. · · . · 

nut such a proccSll is· Mt achle\'Cd ove:rnight. Jt was achicvt!d · 
and· JA maintninctl in Ruula h)' th!l' hloodlest, thu mo~t Ha\'agc, and 
thr!' most cold-blooded coun~r-re\·olution in hil!tor\', And it ifi thin 

:which cxpl:lins tho-rotc of.the: Communiat PO:rties lit Eustern Europe. 
,-hey nrJ the creature~ or the fled Anny 11nd the economic, pnlitlcal , 
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• · · • 1 t 1 in • of Staiini<~.t RuuJo:.· I~nd dlplornntlc power, anll d•s~eJphn'k mu r ru nni' tho ~Hed Anny that 
1t is umler the protection u( the rem then ettn nnd wlth. whntever ~ 
the~· arc seeking to comhplletch .,d fnatn ~'tl)e .f .. nnafonn.atiOn tlwt h~s 
:lilies they can put,t er an so' · 
ulrcady ~ken plnc:c m RuRHin. Not Itt an 'article b_ut fn a decree 

Thcr;e f\f'ter the revolution Jn Octobor, 



( 
Chapter III- Imperialism Thirty Years lUtef 
(a) "Vast State-Capitalist and Military Trusts ani:l 

Syndicates 
The hnpcrinlism of !"tutc·rtlpitltlism Is the k~y to the under

atant.lln"' <JI t.he prc~cnt ,-tage of lmpcria!t"m nil o\'ur tht• world 
and the"" concrete formll of IL<~ tlcw~loJIInCnt. .Lenin, wrilin~or in the heRt 
o! ·a l'llndlar, but lt>r.l'l developed, type of worltl tlil'lfnte~-:t•ttiou \Ull'l :•blc 
to ~,.j,·e U8 a l-'onderful Man;fst !orcca:1t of ju11t the cout~mporiu·y 
develo,pmcnts. · · · 

/ "\:::'11 
" ~ L , ' 

.I 
l 
·, 

I 

"Man:lsts have nc\·cr (orWJttcn th:J.t \·iolcnrc wJIJ be nu il.cvltablc 
aC'Compnnim:Mt of thr-.co:Japl'{> of ('llJJitali~:m on its full :<ealc an~ <Gf 
the birth of a socia!if;t FUcicty. And thi~>: vjoJcncc will COl'Ct a hi~:t6rical 
f'Crlod, n whole era fli wars of the most va:icd kind~imperi•Uat 
wars, civil we.rs' ~itMn the country, the intcrwea\'ing of ~he former. 

1 with the latUr, natlc.nal wnmJ tho emancipation of the nationalities ·. . .. 
crul!hed by the impcrinliKtA: un 'Ly \'Utious combinatit.ml'i of imperialist .R 
l)UWPtS which will inevitably f(ltm varit)Uf; allinnees with ench oUler. _ . ..;;,:;:,~.!. 
in the era of_VD:St Rla0"('~Rpitali£t ::.nd milfta.ry: b'lh4LM nnri ~yndic:nc:-... · :· '-'.'." 
Thia is·-an··era of· trcmenuou.<; collnvses1 of wholesale military deci-. · - ,-I 
slons of a violent nntu!'e of crisos, Jt ha.s alreltd)-• begun, we see It . 1 

cle. atly-i·t.· Is only th. c ba. i{nning .• " (. Select.e it W.orkllt Vol. VII, pp. 3. 15-6.) _. : .,~ . • Wh&t Lenin· described In 1918 was the, hegtnniug of bnrbari1m1.1: • ~r · 
; -Tndny. We aie thirty '.)'ears -further. The- whole wnrld ic; o!a.ught: Into #.:r, 
. 'the .hnpedalist conflict,:_ There are only two divisions. ·- ,_, . • -.; 1l 

· Ji Stalinlat · RUS8Ia. iR a \'ast- state-capitalist uud ntilitnry tn.l!!t, , :. • ;
Americnn imperiaU.sm is a: vut ·state-capitalist anrl mllilney sr.ndl· :·· '...-' 

,cate, and the distinction .i11. ovJdenc~. of the cleur vision with .wilfch • "t·:~~.i,i 
·Lenin saw-Jnto·the future,.-_ .- · ;4 

• (b) .American Imperialism ·· ··· . • /' -<H 
·•· .. ·DUling the war the Urtited St4te~~ government transformed ilo:elf ·:, · ?~1 
into a mighty atate-trust.-lt. plann~d its tJroducUon and corumnlption. ····}''1 
But the American st·ate-lrust, Jn the struggle for- world dr~minntion, -.. :._ •. ·_·.·_ .. ·._::.·:_~-···.'~·-em~rkt:d :upon a govornment~regulnte1l world-economic pro~"tiLm, It ._ 
Jntegmted with its own ··the .economy or Gro~t Britain;-' it Po~red 
bi!Uons. into_ -tho -tMn "t:"nontie vein:; of ft:> d!U.:o; j( 'buu!:h_t nnd. 
distrtbutcd agrfcultu.ral ·procluctlt•!i on a. worlri·W·i~e r-eate, It t\cted u 
coll!!ctivo capitalist on a hitherto. undreamt-of Beale. · 
. . With the end ol the wnr.a:fJJrOnehlng, Rus&ia, through thl! Stal· 
Jnlllt' parties, baelred b"- the Re Anny, o~rntc!d diructly fn ttte· [11'0'
letorint. The United ~tatcs operated throtifth Lhe Social Deml)cracy 
and the bouraeoisie, backed by t11e Amer1can army ::md American 
economic power. But the joint· unJty was ri.salnst the proletariat only. 
Tho United SlaWs now carries on ·open Pl"C!Jlntation for war against 
its rh·al. From end to end of the world its economic power cconomi.:ally 
supports the most rcnctiono.ry and oppres~;h·e regimes, at the hearl 
of which list stnnda the Chiang~kni·Shek rogime in China. Americ~ 
supplies am1.t and economli: re~;ource!' to aid France in the ~upprcR~. 
slon of VIet Nam, and the Dutch in the suppression of- lndoneHia, It 
supports the rcactinnary regime.<~ of Turkey, Iran :md Greece and 

· U\'tm the Fucillt Franco. It mnintainR the tottering c3pitalisUc 
1-eghno in Jnpan. It fa the Hupport and ally of every countcl'·rnvolu
tionary regime fn Lu.tin-Amoriea. It !~hares equally with fluRsia the 
major' guilt in Ulf: drawing :md t1unrtering- of· Gennnny, The State 
Department becomes the \'irtunl dispenser o! billions of fot-e!gn 
trade, The latest venture fs the proposed "Marshall Plnn"-a r.igantic 
scheme to l'l't'oustruct the shatterotl' economy of Westcn1 l:urope, 
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. history o! Ruflllln Mince I!Hi und the mi,;crnblc, bloody hh.tury of th~ 
· countrie~ of EasUm EuroJK! fllnce 1916 hELve shown, u:~ Wl.l wnuld 
expe-ct, th.H.t there is r.o t~ah·atfon for them n11 enpltnll:~t ccountrl1~ 
But long before 1947 It WDII puz~Pible to 11ee that thc.:rc fg no sulvution 
for them at all Dtl isoiRted co•mtrlcs, c~_pitallst or s.oclulist, Estonia, 
Lah•Ja, Lithuania, Czechoslovakia, the Ukraine, the Balkan conntritM, 
G!eeee, Polnml, cannot survive eYt!n u: IBolated socialist HlaleK. Ger
main's Marxism· does not know what every Poll11h workman knofo'~'· 
For nurlr two hundred years Q bourgeoiR Poland WDK con11tantly 

\partlth,ned and repartlt.loned. The Poland oC 1918 was an nrtlfielrd 
CTelltlon, malnt1rined by a 'baiRnce oC power which was de~;tm_)'tod in 
the war. Now today Poland a!~ an U;olak-d nation, eaJ•iWiit"t or 
socialist. is finir.hcd fore,·cr, and the RDmc Js true of the othl'r 
countrie11 nt Eastern . Ctmtral Europe. 

GemUlfn calls tl1em "the Luffer-eountriet~." Hlr: pro·Stalinism, .the 
,npect.a:lt-3 tl•rcugh which .J,e \·lews relations between nations- 1111 be
tv.-een ctas:~~~s. ha~; lell him to endorse n~title which is the exact opposite 
o! the truth. Bu!fer is precisely what they cannot he. Their wl.ole 
hbtoJ"}'" t'howM that they have to, be1.2Jlg, After 1848, Hu"ngury Rnd 
Tat.l!r _ C~rho!!lovakia, dustered nround At!!<trla {hence·_ the Du11t 

- · Monal'dl'f) In lli"der to suvli.i- thl!'mselves frou1 a.- grt:Jlcr oppre~~irm
Turist Rusid::1. After 1918 11ome oi thorn !'ormed the Little J-~utent<!, 
under the economic and political suidnnce or !o,runce. The dccllilo f.lr 
France swept thCm into the orbit anJ then the domination o! Germun)', 
It Is no _accident th.!~ at. tlte first shock .Germany .wiped away tilt! 
Polish ·and Yu"gosla\•: bourgeniilie. The defeat of German;).· RWI!pt th~m 
into the 110wer o!' Russia. The c:onclu~don Js obvious. Jt iH that fur 
Au11tria Yugo!!'luvia, Czechoalovnkin, Greece and the othet"', _ au>:• 
«onomfc organisation· v.-hfeh is not based on-·the S.tclnli11t -United 
States of Eurl)pc or at the \"cry Icallt oo n Federation or Socinllst 
Statea in Eastern Europe Js reactionary. . · .. · 

· As natiorinl unit!' Lhey nre doomed either to pa.rtici)latlon in a. 
socialist. federation or aubordinntlon to a vnt.t. l;tatc~ca}litnliRt tru•'t 
or syndicate~ This Is the given' stnJ..'"C of tho giwn CJIOCh, tht> re:;ult 
of the·ci!ntrallzatlon of capital. This i!l tile economic Knd ... IX'Inl mo\'r.· 
ment g1owiilg st.rudily 'through the decade& which has now renehe!l n 
climax in tho ·coaler<ence. around the 'stJ.te-cnJ;Unlist military trust of 
Russia. The eon"crcte moven11lnt rnigl1t have -l)l!cn otht!rwise but it. is 
only-u:·the"ory· which eun explam lt. Lenin dirl not join the term11, 
State, <:n·pit.ai, mU!tary and trust by nl!cldcnt. The c<Jn:peitbn on the 
world~markct.fuses tJii'sr. into one centrallzr.rJ force. ·Politics hcc•m1e" 
t]l.e most h!ghly concentrated and comprchu~sive expres~io~ nr the 
laws of the world~market. tiermnln, in the face of the_ rcnhty,·t;rm
tinues to divide the economic from the !'llrnt~brit needs oC a totnlltnt·iAn 
· sl.bte. 

TDday- In Europe as fa1· south_ a!! Greece, but nbo\"1! all In Polnr.d, 
thm·e il'l and cnn bu no i~olatcd civil war. Et·ory cnnCerenet:!. H''-'t'l' 
eccnomic ·deal, all lo:tns-, "l"t!li[•(," peacc-:;eltltlments, yu·oductlon, 
grahs of ter.ritory. withdr11wnt or mnintenn:1ee of troops, clcetions, 

'are {!'~\'erned by the flh'Uggle fOr the dominntlon or Europe betWl!CR 
the United States and RuMtn. All polit.i~al opposites, m1tlon:al and 
.lntematt!Onnl, politics and economl~!i!, ·pence and war, nrc beginnln!t' 
tc :133ume ldcutlty. In 1940 the small Ftntes, pawns Jn th<J hands or 
the Oig ones, only had f1•eudom to n. limited extent. ·to choo~c bftwem. 
their mnstera. Today Germ.1ny, the lhmrt. or Europe )m!'(' no fN'cdom 

· of choice. In tho cabin'.lts of France and Ib\ly the rh·nl powers 
llaVf' their representatives even!~· mu~clJcd, und O\'ctr step i~ f'RI· 

... eulated !or Its effect on the' world vroletnriat n.nd th:1 :.tr·uJCglt:! for 
power between a state--cupitnlist ruilltnry ttll-'>t :md 11 ::;.tnlc·r.npitnllst 
mflltary syndicate. 

I 
I 

Chapter IV -Poland - Where All RPads Meet·· .. · 

. at Once in\'Oh'(l:i:l the im.pOrtnn"t dlstlr.ct.lon betwee"1i tliC ·-1"1-~t _. 
or sclf-dctermlr.at.hm and the rarsing of U,e demand. ·. .: 
, So t~ntuttve end conditioned is thu actrfal deuurml · . · 
the nhstrnct right, t.hnt l.Jmln, while defending the· · 
to sc~·ctle from Sw(!{)t:!n .~tnlca thut_if such·n demnnd 
n Europtmn wnr, thel\ while the tl$1:ht 11hoUid be fought '-··• '''·'·-··-···• 
Mhould not be rniMed, 1'hltt I~ !or the Shuchtmrmites 
On the .other -hund, J.cnln, In 1916, quotes Engcls;t~~·;.~:r;~O:'•~:~\~i:;;;'~ 
colonial lndln would bc ju~tlfictl In making ·a 
"'·ictorinus Poc.o!nllllm" in Jlrltnin. And thl& Ja tor .u'""''"'" 
co·thlnkertl to ponder eVer. • 

A Stogo Beyond 1916 
The JohnPon-Fol'Clll tcr.denc)-~, !n lti! strategy 

CiUestlon or scl£--rletennlnuUoe, has ne\'cr nt any tilne . 

-~IYrd ~ually wllh thoo•o ld""•• nom I" 1~~3. 
-~3 



tile l'l·lation between the gi\'cn !:otagc ••f the c,m::h, the, p~rticuhu· IYJX' 
of coumr)' im·o)\'cd, und the giv•:n ~l.ugc CJf clnss U!.J.liOr.s; und tllll 
clfcrt. of thl:\ •~c ..... ;:d in F.urOJlc, fol' 1118\nn•·c. upon the sll'll~ldc for 
th\• rotnmon goal, the Socinlito:t United Stat<•,; tlf E11rCipe. 

In }1)43, imwctliat.cly aftt:a· StnlingJ•ad, whirh outlined th~ futul't• 
cuur:<c of bou1gcni.s F:uropc, the JohnsC>n·Forc:~t t.e11de!1cy, in \'iolt'nl 
opr•osition to the Snachtma1;itc \h('lli" CJn thl• nati:mnl rtucsllon, )'olnte(l 
out t~Ult henceforth there cm,ltl he no lmlcpcndcnt bourgc01~ f'lntes 
nf Estonin, Lat~:ia, tar.d J.ithunnin. 

In 19-I.G, this time DJ:'<Iinst t.llc T.K.IJ., 'o\'C )J.;Urcd us mud1 ~cu~·n 
n,;: WI:' could on th~!t· idea r.f •·nulon:~mou:o~,'' "bourgeois J;ttnte~" Ill' pt·~-
limiunry to ,;oci:J.lTfl!l', We .said: , 

"flutinJJ World \'.'ur I it wa,; on!! o( Lenln':o hasie nrgumcn1.~ on 
BtM-detel'IOinntion thut u~oiwmic ·lomin'llion did .not n~c:m pnlitic:ul 
domination. Today, und trn:t Is th£' new iitage, ceOJltin~ie nu•l )lOJitlc<~l 
•lc.mhmtion go h;;nd In hund." (Hi,::ld'lical Uetrogt'CSFion or Seocin\ist 
lte\·olutlon'.' N~n' lnternationul, Jan., Feb. 19·16.) 

Thi'i was u tn.tmcn:Jous step fcwwud (rCJm Lenin's JlOSition. By 
.!lhty 1946 our nnnlysis o!.thc 11tnge of tl'.c epoch hnd been in uur view 
gntficlcntly codi:med bY the c,ncrete hflppenlngFt in F.urO!ll!, In our 
internntlt'na! resolution thercCore we t>laborat:ed policy. · 

. . ·'~The· Anglo--J\merlcnn lxmr~eollde nm! the SNond Internulionul 
seck 'to bribe the pruletarint· to IH't'ept: the U\'erlord11hlp of American 
!m)M!tlalisrn .·in return for hour~eois-demU(ratic forms nnd American · 

"f('otu>mie aid. ·:._., ---- ·. ''-' . · · '_ · : 
~')hJs&lan fmptrlull&m and ·fll!' ~tntlni8t Rntellltel' 9Ct~' to tyrnnnize 

.. · and- thcn··to bribe" the proletnrint -h, acc~pt the virluol overlo.t'Cll'hip 
.. or.nuKainn imt>er:lulhnn under ·the· Jtlllsc or the Uuropl"!UI continent 
·in·nnewttuclal·order ..... -. ·-·-. · 1 ; 

'!Undcr:thcsco .. circumslnnces· It 'is a mutter of life_ nud dcnL't !or_' 
the ·:Pourth Internntlonal _to· oppose both'. thclll! rulncu,s roa:ls, and it, 
ean do ~t)Only. by lbrklng th{' .irtrugJZ"hf fol' ·nntioanl c.conotnle 'reh01.bili~ 
tr.tion to tho ~lruggJe· for the·Sc.efnt!st Uriitro States of Europe. 

"A Sucinllst .Fr.tn~ in n Socialist. Unilcd. Stntcs of ·Europe 
"A. Socialist Poland in- n Soeinlist United Stntes of Eu~pe 
''.\ Socmlist Germany iit n Soclnllst United Stnte11 of Europe." 

··I;or:~m lhis l•:asir.·nnalyi=i!l we then out!·ined n concrete 'POli-:y for 
Ru!;~!un-t'!om!nJ\t('tl .l•:urnJll;' nnd_. A~:in: ·_ . . . · , ,., 

':-,:.:. "'I.-i Ea.:.t<:'fn Eurup1: . llie- liNlo:tal·iat · faci\.:1 t.lto colo;::d · tn1:k ~f. 
o\'e~throwiug not the- delegated but the··dlrect militnry Jlowcr·oC the 
nu11siun z~t1te. rn it.s ~:.,el\r, it has .the arrned Jorces c.o.~ Rus11iu occupying 
Gennmu·. l"nder these eircum~tancc,;, the mo\"l!ment a;::aln~t Russlim 

·'domination In the ser,arute couptrles m".lst therefore orlront tow3rds 
.tile unifirution o! Pl'O P.ta1'ian :;trugglc in the dlrcclly OJlprCs.sed UntCSt 
~ncluding Germany. A: ·masH l'C\'9lutionary. mo,•cmcut.' with :~ common 
)H'I'lgt'ltm :md ·an .ndvnnecd l'llcinl gonl hns :he best pos.'iiblllty of iJ1~oklng · 
the disc!pline. o[ tho Russian ·n::mie" nntl re-aWakening in them the 
tradit.ians ~! the Octobet• lle\'olution. . 

"With_-uti" Jlcrspectlve the proletario1.t i11 n.ssiut.cd In the t•urryin·g· 
o~1t of the daily sl\·uggle,; against the opr.re&;;lng lmpcrlulist. p:1Wf't', 
Without u perspe~tl"", of intcrnutionnl strugzle, the :tdvnnl!ud work
i'l'S will be )e:;J~; fortified ngntnst Stnll~i.~t i)ropng11ndn or tlw rlofeotlsm 
wltlt'h will await lnter,·cntion C.n · the part or nnotbcr- imperiuli$t 
}lower .. as t.he only means of r·iddlng itself o~ the Russ!nn dominntlon, 
l.'Xploltnll(ln and plunder. · .. 

''A :~lmilnr ><iluntion in Ettstern A;;!a ({{o:-ea Ylanchul'la, t!tc.) 
pose;; similar tn11ks for !he Fourth Intf'rnational.''' 
· We hnvo ne\'Ct' Wll'-'Cr~. ·Out·s is a f.lOiitit'n) po•dtion, roote1l ln 
the u1o,ot cnrcfuJ, I'YIIlcmntle monly;.ig ot btu· dC'vclc.PJng rclntiont~ be
;ween the elnsses ami the n:ttlons within the :~trugglc for the worM 
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or t\\p \'ll!t stat~·rapitnli::~ tru~l~ nnd gyr:dlcates. 
Now today 1t ln po.~r.1blc to 11umrnarize our position dVtm mere 

conerctcly 11nd bring W beor upon it our whole analysts, 
. 1. ChL'ili rule over the proletariat l~J .l'oland is tmpc&:ibll! \\itltout 

ac:tl\;c suppol'l from an outside impcrin1lst power. 
2. Poland tllnnot .be ruled by the Polish proMulat u long at 

the JlN!lHmt balance of power contlllucs. ~ 
:1, Far more. than 1t!<"ht~r,g- and Lfm)n in HIIJ3, it is necessary tr, 

see that the Pohsh prolctannt must om:nt ll~!:rl1' first; and foremtull."
town~s its class brot,hers. The objecli\•e situation dem2.nils that snme 
repudmtlon. of both Sides which frotsky envisaged In Spa.in _in' 1938 
m caMe tho_ mter.-<en~i?n em both Rides assumed dominance, The polities 
of Poland ts the pobtu:r; of war, 

4. This exemJ11ifies the fonn tnlmn 
:Mnrxi.!lt struggle for the u:tity of 
wa.o; a struggle to integrate U1e. 
have trnred it ·and !lhawn that 
concrete conditions of dccaving 
ing nnd invading socialist iodct)·, 
proletariat intcrnntionnlly,for the 

· · Sh.!!chtMfm orid 



b1o1t proll!tarinn st.ntc." He docs n_ot. ~.ay: "Thi,: Pol!~;!' ecol]omy i~. (}..
economy or a worltcrs' o~;tntc, and ~~ or ~nn be, trmJ.;;ItJOnnl ~o SI)('!UU!Cll. 
Therefore it. must be dl.'fendt.><l." Jn~tcatl he denounce<~ the regun" ~~~ 
hourgeoi.:: nnd declares that thtl nutionalizatioro.~~ urc qualit.ullvcly Lhc.
:<am~ type aK U.osc vt France or Jlritain. He- knoww, he ~ust kr.<r.••, 
th't tht>l;(! Lourgt:ois nationnllzntions an• dc-fmulcd and mulntnim·d :t.:r 
the pow!!r or n foreign oppres:<~ing power which m11kC11 Polnnd n f!liWn 
o! its economic and .-.olitir.al plan':! f<'r the domination o! Europl:! nra.' 
A.~i&. He kM'Io'll, he Says later, that the Polish prolc.tnrint !nccs t!Ji& 
mortal en.emy o! its own ;;clf-dcterminat.ion. The political dcd~oioru. 
about the Polish regime are m~tdc in Mo~m'V. The contending p:u-ti~; 
tl'avel thPrc·and lay the cnse·bl'!on: Stalir. -who tells them what to de·. 
And }'et ·he ~s tha.t thii! :regime must be critically supported. In 
reelit:r he is nbjt!ctiveJy committing an unpardonnbl1~ deception. He is 
defending Stalinist Rusaia lout. doe~\ not dare to fnce it. . 

The price is already being pdid nnd a bitter priee it is. Gtrmv.in 
now subscribes to the romple+..dy petty-bourgeois coneeptio:\ thnt ·jt i10 
the Beirut. regime which defends the Polish proletnrin.t and· its !>Up• 
tJotf.rl cttnquests !rn:n -Mlek~lajczk. A:~ well.!my tlmt "Britll'lh im)tetinlism 
def('nded Ulc democratic' Tights. of Britain against Hltl::rlsm. 

In reality it is itot the attacks uf J.Uckolajzck which compel Ru~sian 
dOmina.tion." It is the Russian domination or Pol!\nd which gi\'es ;;uch 
!it-rt:ngth :ts·he has to the attncb o! likkolajczk._Foi-yenra the. PoU~;_h 
prolet·3rint has .been under a·systemntic tt>rror !_rom. Stalinism nE-.-tllc 

· ~pl-climirinry .to the domination·'o!· Poland. Rassla's· firDt ::tc.p -in Polund 
was to hand over the Warsa\Y .prolttnrlat tO the NnY.is. If·· Ru~sinn 
troops,' Wenf withdrawn P.vcn·~todny, the PoHaii :prolet.:lrlat and dte 
lnOlSSeS v.•ould .be .a.bJe to. tnke airc 1>! '.)liekolujczk. It is .to ml:iunder-

. stand cOmptr.tcly the histoi-y" of· Eastern· EurotJC to belle\'C that li. :a · 
;· Runlnn troops which pre,•ent. the ,.irtoljr c;! .the Faseista. TJ1e. Fu.'!ci:-"t.ii 

'\\oriuld ~e !).S he.P.Jes,; 1\il in Greer.!. :A genuine proletarian uprhdng in 
·. Pl)land would fh~ Mlckolnjczk l'l!ady to." t!Omc to terms with Bel111t 
·. a.'i· he has' already tried t.o do and a 'I man)· in l1is party. are doing no_w. 

We arc of couhlc under no· lllusioni! about any withdrawal!! In Eur3pe 
.· b~1· any occupylilg -power: But it is something entirely now' in. nur 

l!IO\'emeut t.o call tfie · bcmrgeoiil polic~ . state the· defender of tho pro· 
.. :.l~J1!rfn~ .l~~-~- i.~- ~'gainH." 

Shac~tman Meets Gormai~ 

'l'ht' p1·icc GCnn~ln pays extends !tcm hiR c.wn theOI'ies amd 
rolnml to the re:;t ·of Eu,ro]ll~. Gotnuiin (and l1ere lie is at one \\'ith 
Shncbtmnn) hus not a ~ingle word to sny n.bout thn burnlns quelitlon 
of the rclatlon to·tbc. prulctarll\t of EuroJ!e, to :Lcgin with,· Gcrn\any. 
Jt. Ia beyond credibility. What }ll't11:1Cr.ar•ies nll other part.lcipnnts nnrl 
ob.~en•eJ·lJ -gets not a single wo1·d from Gernudn. . 

~ot only is the ·rclntie>n of Poland to Wes~rn Europe geni:!rnl. 
It is particular. Whnt_ is tu lmppen to E_nstcrn Gennany which .ir. 
now. We~tcrn Poland? The Gc:rl•lDm; have bec1i driven out .. Millions 
of Poles are Jnstnl!tid. Do Germain n·ntl Shnchtman propose to nccept 
thl!<'.' Are they_ for "restoration" .to Germ1my? Then the)' will tlrlve 
e~ut or tenderly lea1l out tho Poles'! Are they ior the old boundnriee 
nr the now ones? The bourgeoisie· and the Stalinists recognit~e thnt 

.!he old Europf! ht gone. They nrc creating u new one jn their own~ 
Jmage. The iJfl'oplc ·too know that. tht: oltl worltl is gone. The powers 
l1old. million~ of Germans. Benes trn.::l.a!crs millions of.Sudeltm Ger
mans. The Jews fight their war into Palestine. Stalin baa transferred 

!lrnctlee.lly tho whole J•opulations of E.>tonin, Lntvin nnd Lithuania. 
u the French Zone thoro nre eommunitles o! GermBM ready to 

nccept French cltlzenshlp. Millions of Gennnns may bocomu Fret•ch 
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citi:o.cnll, and welcome one.~, ~l)·mormw: Vailt. numbers" of Euro ·ns 
arc. ready S:r! emigrate, 110 \'OO)ent fH the revuhion aga.imrt. ~ld. 
s~CI~ ~· ,.. moro aigniflcant. After the wa:.r, all th~ power of 
. u.m" po ICe Wall un~lc to st~m the tide of tho. great ml • ,, 

tioq buck to Western Russia from wa.r work in S1beria. With the ~; 
aer1ous hreak-do~n fn military discipline we nhin probably see tre-
mcJidOUII ma.'is m:grnllons and re-transfertntf'.ll lnlthlted b)' the whn'e 
Pf'Oplet~ · thems~h-es. . r.1 

'J1 T~?n per. ce1~t of Rus.'iia~ soidie.tH in the occupying annies der.e~ · 
1:1t ~~ n .wn.rmng, a w.J.nung that at a new stage the mwu1e b- · 

!ratem•zntaon among themseh·es cun break the dlEcipline of st!hn·~ 



should f11rrn their own guardt; for tht>h· ""-n defen~l', But for Gcrmnin 
Eoirut's pulke-statc is a 11tagc kl t.hn Sovid regime. This too l1r has 
deduced from the lh~ory of the degcr.crn~d worker:; stute. Germain';; 
TrotJ>k)'iflm therefore 11ow tell" the Polish workers tu wult a11d see 
h(JW "th<dr" regime protects them from Fascism before int-ervening. 

From Opportunism to Anarchism 
Gcrnu.drl'f' position put$UCS him e\'erywhcrc, drivir1g him to ri~;llt 

and left. Slw:chtmau J'ropot~"es that the Trieste workc~ '\'otc to join 
U1e ltulian boUt!,'t'ois cmocracy. Germain denounces him ancl win;~ one 
of hifl'ullunl en.sy Yictllrice. But Germain must have a po!lition. He dare 
not tell the 'friel'lle worker5 to join Tito':! stat•!. He say.!= ,himself that 
thi,; would mean "the burcnucrndc strnnglin~ of the wo1:ker,;' mCJve
ment." Opportunism now make5 it.'l plunge mto ano.rchh;m. Gt>rmain 
comes out for "A SoYil't Commu11e in Trieste." Thi:;;, evi!n if it la..'lted 
"for only a few weeks" would, we nte told, uct a::J n lnsgnct to_ the 
atlmnct:d mus~es of the countries occupied by the U.S.S.R. and Ctve 
a powerful impetus to the cla.c;s l'itruggle in It.uly. And thi:; piece o!. 
l_"NIUJ.I1tic de~pero.tion. goes unrebuked in our movement. . 

. In. l'fi:llit\·1 -todli.y~ the Fourth lntcrnationnlists in 1'riel'lt(> should 
watn the 'friCllto workers ag-.ain,;t such ·suiddal nl\tionaltMtic action. 

, 'fhcr ~huuld ruthles::~ly in their" pi:olicy der,nunr.e the national boundaries 
a11d· )1rci\ch dny in and da).·~ out the uniflcHtlon and coordination of tho 
'l'rie~tc wurking clllSS IM\'ement· primarily with the Italian proletarlat.
•rhey-.~;hould dconounce both·thu ltalian-demoerncy and the Tito polic~!· 

· .Gtnte as agent!! Jn the strangulation and destruction of }~uro.P"· They 
should ·~~trh·e to inculcate the neceSt>ity·.for united, coonlinaLitcl nction· 
with Llu~·prog:l-am1 c~ncrctely worked uui:, of a Socinlist·federatlon. 'l'!IA 
TritMr. workE:rll snould be t4ught w look upon them,;ch·es :u:; n part ot 
th"c prolcta'dat of Southern Europe, Tho~· ha\"c the right of self-dP.tenni
nntiun, but that right ·is historically ui1d politicntly conditioned. They 
should be ·told thac this right cxcrclst!d fo1·· and by thcmseh•cs means 
f;:Conumic anti poUUcul ruin. Imagine a .1!147· Mn!'XIst n1h·ocating -n 
uatlonall:ed economy lor Trieste! If Germain cannot sec the town of 
Trle::-te as tt part' of tllt! internatl:lnlll prolut-arian stru~g.il.!, '!ww can he 
:-ee Poland? Tho Trieste workers may be compt:'Ued to .fight a battle 
:Cor power iu-Triusto. B\·,..ry stroke of poliey ~hould Rhow that tho).• 'have 
bet.•n. forced Jn!o tblc;, :mr! do not 1'-l'e it;a.-i anv .progl'!l.m of their own. 
And th'>' only way to ptc\'<mt"this-·uetion being forced upun thern Js to 

·make •them understand and stn1gglc for the mas~ intervention· (mass 
strikes,· demou,tratltor.s) oC the ltallsn proletariat on tlieir behul! at 
the.;tlightt>~t si;'l't1 of-pressure. They :;ho.uld be taught thnt their own 
actions shuld be lheO~Ucally nnd·orgnni?.tttionnlly linked to tbe,uctions 
of the ltnlian pruletnrlut :111d thP. resifitullcc to Tito. This is not onl~ 
noumi Bolshe\'ism. lt-is exactly the type oC policy whlc}\.the workers in 
SoutbelUitern Europa followed in Lb(l hu;t·!ltage:l of the war. ThP.-Sovf.at 
Communi! vf Trieste should be driven out of our mo\'ement. The 
property ntJt being n:~.tionalized, the .workor11 are therefore ad\•ised to 
11fe glorlouflh' 4'pour enct~uraeer Ills autrP.s.'-' • • : 

Germain on one Side (and Shachttnan On the olher), cni-:not recog
nlt6 that the sloqnn oC the·Socialist United Stut.u. of Europe is the 
only practical, concrete basil!' of reVolutionary pCllicl• In the specific 
fonn~ of t.~cir crrnrs the~· complement thefr_jnlnt. l"l'ollltn.l to see inter
nll.tional flocin.lism .c.s the solution, no: to·morrow, but to-day. Germain 
iil \'lolent against Aroglu-Americnn intcn-ention. Shachtman Is violent 
against Rn!:isio.n intervention. Neither can 11uy "We denounce. both 
inWt\'entlonf:l." Neither can see the European proletariat "~ the bRIUs 
of proletaria11 strategy to·day. Neither un~el."llt.andK whut is meant by 
mr11dn~ the Soeio.ll~tt United States of Europe the unifying t~lo.I{Un of 
te\'Oiutlonr.ry policy in Europe. 'l'hey remain theuretlt'ally within the 
nutinnat boundaries oC Poland when all partlclpant.il in the stru~tgle, 
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Blld when wlll this 11top? !Jay ufter duy dul"ing 'thoJ lu&L two )'~•nr.~, 
we stand mOr11 and more bewildered hefo1~ ·this question: What ad· 
vantage, what single ndvantl\gc doc!t Germain gnin fur the. prolct.uriat 
·hy this defense oi the U.S.S.U. in return fQl' the mnnument.ul con
fu.;ioni anti burdens which It tllnecs upon Uu.! Fourth lntcrnntion~l 
and the W(ltklng cla;;~7 · 

Chapter V - Parties, Tendencies llnd 
Programs in the Fourth International 
From the concrlte expodtion of policy in onf' of the mo~t difficult 

anti therefore most revcallng problems in the modern Rtroggle for 
Focinllsm, it is nccess.:ary now to pas:~ t.o the Jhllitieal t<nid~ncics in the 
Fourth Jntern:1li~nal. r.ut· here u.Jgo the terms sE'ctarl:m, .\fem::hevik, 
Economist, Bolshe\•lk, mnkc no o;en:~e except in llt.rict relation to the 
analys-i~ of the mass movemer1t. · 

(a) Sectarianism T od~y 
How ditHcult and mi:deading it iA to UAe thewe wur..l!; like l!!;!cturian 

unh>illl within the frnmework ·or an anu:y,~ii:. nr the epocl- ifl dnniOtl~ 
Rtrat-1d Ly the example. cC ll!uuls. In 1944 AfuniR and Pi!ralta JIUt 
forwnnl tho :t;ollowlng pro.g_ram for the European workers: 'nnd in 1946 
repeated it in rmother ft1blicatlon. : · 

·, "1. The nrmlng o the prolctnrint n•u"t he extended to the entire 
)J.roleturlnn cluws.nnd tn the poor pPnsnnt.c; •• -\t. the same tim!.!, We·nlU!It 
demand the disarmament nnd dissolution or U1e nnned for:es u! the 
h;>urneolslo f~tmy, police, etc.) ami nchie\'C thi11 3M Moon as the o·ccn
fllon preJ~entR JLc;elf., ..• : . . ·. 

"2,, •. The nntlunnllr.ation.of:industry, of fin11nce cnpltnl ot of the. 
land by the capitnlh:t ;tate must not decC'i\'£1 the ma..<;Se!l. That wil) he 

·--u tdck of bo~•rs:eols, Stnllnl:.t and rl.li'ormigt · coulitivns to preserve 
capit.nllst ptO)Jcrty, An}' ~.:onfiseatt.'!l property must not be dell\'cred to 
the boUtJ.."COI.II 111tnte. T·hc proletariat must 11drninlster the·er.onomy by 
Hl'elf and estoblish a Rlnglc.plalt for all count·rles to the degree that 
jutt~rnationnl contact nmo1tg the elcPloitcd-JJutniiL<~ this. It Is already 
po.:~.;ihiA to ('!nl.lorute n J.•tojr.ct of un!f:d p:-o uction b~t.we.::n tln~ Ft~n..:h; 
Jtaliun and Dehdnn proletnrint; tomorrOw it will be poasiblc with the 
Glll1llrlll, Spnniah, Greek, Rllst~lan \\'orkcn~, etC.: Althou:rh thu coalitions 
b~tWI!en bourgeois, StnlJnist:!: nnd ''socialist!;," 1tUppo11e by the bayontlts 
of Wall Street, of, the City ami or the K:-emlln, pre,•cnt for the moment 
thl• putting IntO pi-netJce or a social .PI:m for Europe, the project ought 
to be.C!!tahiJshed nnd d~rended Ll; the revolutlonnrh!s of every t'OUntcy, 
ln the face o( the renetionary dc1dgns of the go\·ernmental coalitions, it 
woulcl bu 1111 enormou,; force !o!" propug~uula, o! fli!l'siJasion und o( 
Mciullst agH.uthm. 

"3 •••• ,Where ••. c'ommittce~> do not cxiML, thA immediate objectlvo 
o( the mnsNel:l 1•ught to be their e.stnblil:thmr.nt. Where they exist, the\• 
111u:;.t be united on a nutiou~l scale by tho menus of the Congrells o't . 
Committ<.""Cs which will lltUd\· nn1l resolve tim p1·obhmlll o! .tho mussel> 
nnd uf the boeial revolution. "The committee~, or workers, peasant.~ and 
mldier~ o( tlifTcl'Cnt nationnlltles ought to make eont:1r.t on the first 
occasion possible. e.nd create n SupremA Gouncil or European Commit~ 
kca: ·, •• What _precedes e!ln be surnmfld up ir: this ~>logan: All JlOiitlcnl 
Jlower to the Committees ot Workers, Pcnspnta and Soldiers and, for 
1hn IIIURIII.'S in l,.'l!neral: Soclnllst United Stnter. of EurOPE!·" (LE . 
GROUPE ESPAGNOL OF THE 4th INTERNATIONAL IN MEXICO, 
Jtnnifesto of October 31, 1944, translated from the Fronch.)-

Wc need not subscribe to every word, But tho conception is mag• 
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.1.itlc·m~lr ,t·oncrete. Munln nl<>u mnJ:mdr: perfeetl)-' £leu that a lull Jift, 
t•:e ofTCII!iJVe of the prolel.arlat doe11 not altl!r the validity· c;'{ this pro. 
gr:..m. As we shall show, 111 thiil h~ !11 absolutt>ly COl'n!Ct. Thr:re 18 not . 
an ounct. ot a~ecturlani:1m In this a111l people who In on& ·pJaee. preach· , . : 
th" IJP!JnlfiCI•Ing f}(!wnfnlt of ch·lJization ami then rejedi as ~tarinn u · 
prugt•nm for the lnternalionnl mobllb:atlon·of the prolt!tarlat are·pla;y. ' 
in!{ with l'e\·olution. ' · , . 

Yet )lonls Ia u Reeiou·lnn. ~n~lst& 
lm.~ l'tdection of the: slogun, 
ccn·htgl}• the 
until we 
:found 
The_. c-.:cc·-



, ha.. received It:R mo,;t finlr1hed aud te\•calim: mnnifestntion in a Pa.>&age 
.front a theais submitted' to tho 19·16 Convention by the J.K.D.·Fightlng 
t') b:-cak lhrougn the wall· of conserv11tlsm o!. the W. P. Majority, the. 
Johnson·F'orest tendency had challenged it With the statement that Jn. 
thn Unite!) States no one cou1rl exclude the JJOsaibillty that within two 
:rears :1. general £trike could take plucP. an the workers could !onn, 
if 1\Clt S0\·1ettl, workers' counelll'l. Tho W. P. MajQtity, which, in a few 
months (such is ("CIItrism) would go murh further than thlfl, not In 
theary but concretely, professed to see In this a fotccaRt of the 
last J'tageR of the insurrection anti the struggle for power. The I.K.D,, 
huwever, took up the chnllengc directly, and produced tho following. 
The (JIIOblt!on is loJ1g but It has the udvnnt;lb'C of ~uying everything: 

The I.K.D. on Socialism 
''The necc.-.sity for n re\•olutfono.rv ler.1ler<~hlp iR recognized i11 wortts, 

but Qne hu not tr.e least notion ho\1.: it has to be C"OnHtituted. In onler 
to Convince ourselves of thic let us pu:~h the in~;nnlty tQ :,=--tremeR and 
IB~ume that.J, R; Johnson tnkes power with his party in the !!Pring of 
19~8. Of couro~, Johnson will hn,·e· so,·ielll all over ami ha\•e at hb 
cammund any number of different kinds o( •wol'kers' committees.' ·In 
ndtiilion the pnrty will be imbued with the kind .of_ wisdom which John
sou tllke!: for.-.'M:uxiw .. • \\'eo """unie further ihar,evan the ·mass of· 
w11rkers ha'lre unders;tood JOhnsCin 'full:,• end completel)•.' Then whatT 
· ··.-~~On the bw"li11 of the 'conception' of the pnrtv which csp~c:ially. 
Johnson· and tho- offitiR! ·Po~rth · ht•ld, Wt! would 'then expcraCncc c;. 
cntaRtr<iph8 of unimnginnb!a extimt. · · ·. · _ . 
· · ""Wo.would-be _!need by thl~ r,rnhltom: Army nnd indu~tJ1',_natfnn:d 

. nncl internil.t{onnl politir.s, agl"icu tur~ and tr:ule, · impo11:s nnd exports':{ 
educational- system .. and- pl'Opnganda~ ::~cicntiflc: re~>mm:h .and tel'lmlca 
uppnrntua, stuiistlcs nnd mc(Udne\ mlmfnllftrntion, hnusln_g and a _hun·· 
dretl other.btaliches w<ould not on y htt\'c.to be rc-organi:t~d, but-alWJ :-

- · C'Ontrollt'tl ·nnd, l~d.- Wo would-- find our~-.clveS in n- c:onc:rE>Ic ::~ftuatioa . 
, .··:''facing· Stalinisin as well ns the·church, t!1a l'Cformist.q, the othc1· partie.",--

._:{he iutCrn~tion:aJ diplomacy und tho nr1ned counter-revolution. Finance, 
relfUlation. of currf'ncy, Ie.;ildntion, po~tnl service, l'ntlio,· , the- m3tio:~, 
Jllcturcs, p!.lfchology, phllos.,phy, pedngop.y, llteruturr, · nrt, !nmily Ufe

1 -tiJIOi1:s, 1'\!t'rwtion, p'!nnlOL'Y aud u th..,~...,:tnd ot.he-r t]uestionR woulN_ 
create troi.tt.lcfl whi..:h ·Johnson•s-book-lenrniug does-not dream Q{, Fact'tl 

· .witli nil tllcrc _difllcultics which Oct ut>,repent emphatically) cumot be_ 
enumerate•! ami nrc 'li gigantic dimension,., .:(ohnson woult.l 1-ealh:e that 
he has_11ot understood "Dn~ l<n!M~-.1" if f(lr 1l'n" o:>th~r tf':l!'lnn tlmn that----

- ,-Jic' t!o~sn•t:_undcrRtnnd _nn)llhl"ng_robc;itt b~urgeo!:i: ::oclcty. Where enol·-·_ . 
. mous _lm:.wJcdno rond utrMRt manr·l'lidednt:ss ·nrc -required: l1e would 
opernt:J with n dc:nd schemata. He WjuJd be nt 'the marcy of the bour-o 

.'geois s~e.:lnlists in C\'ery iletn.il, for hcttm· ur !or worse, · ·, 
__ .. "JJot>s nn}'u!tc. Imagine thnt one could· dtt without thi.; nrmr o! 

hj.edu!i!~tli .or ro_rcc Uu~m lo CQOJ~rnte through thl! 1<:1ictato:;:ship' bt~· .· 
cau~e thf're nrc Si!tflc:lunt numbera oC tccltnicully traf.[tctl worker:. to> kePI• 
pJ•otluctlon running? But·-Just to rnnint.nin prodilet!On nnd distribution,., 
cconomi:;t.<~, nrchitccta, U!c: llllc:inns, engiuccr.11, phvllicislR, chemlst:1, t!~
pc~'l· in forcfltry, mluiurr, trnmmortution, agrlc:uiturc; ett!., ure needed 

, wlthtlut entl. All th~.!lc people would not let themselves bti rommnndccred 
:by n party which is- not :n a position to chc:ck up on Utem. Under such 

. clrcumstunc~J:: -:!\'en l:1tge stratnR of workers would assume definite . 
trnils of a ''ruling" eln11s ln the bad 11eur.e nnd fall pre)' to this O\'Crl
prcscnt dnngor, the cru;ler the more ignorant the party, and thus bring. 
the work"~ tCI power U.'\ pure Pl'OliucW of the cnpltnlist cnvlrotlment. 
The workers then would have prnctically- no mnret to offer than their · 
!'pi'Oictnrlnn" self-conr.:lt orlthc, arrogance of their 'hl:itoricnl' mi11sion. 1
l'hcy would commit stu11itlity n£ter 11tupldlty, 'l'hey WllUifl be forced to 

·t'Uio by naked -power, arouse ttll the world uga.lnet thcmsclveP.nnd 
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ltm~rthcn the ehnin CJf dlffieultillll from this unfore!IC(:n point to thc)lnal ' 
dl!CJil'l! o( the rcvn)ut(on, . , 

"1~1 l'h•llfzcd countries the contJUfl&t nntl lhe maintaining of power 
nrc much more difficult than In backward ones (for ~~xample, In bafbarie_ 
Uu:1.~inl. The more dcvelopcrl a co:.mtry the mnJ;e knowledi!o"'e h! required; 
un.-l thC more tlitncult i~ it tn con,·iuce the llpcctatlsts1 t11 win tl!em over. · 
.ami to di;;.dplint:! them. If Johnllon, tru,;tlng In the neve!opment o! th

1
o 

('h-.,; "tru.l.!gle would nfter taking power, r.ssemblo tl1em and subtu t 
hi: .. · •pian,;' they would remark to each other nftcr the flrst nddt'CfJB: 
'Wh)·, thi:: i11 n prattler! Hl! thlnkR he can Mlv~ difficult questions wit~ 
:.tf~ritntiona! llpCcches. 

"0( 



lllUICtl O( llOffiC HOrt of CljUiHbrium by 311 American finUtiC:ed "reCO\'f!t)''' 
is \'ilf1l !or thcllc hmdcnclea. Without It the litruggle might be predpi· 
Ulh.•d hy ~ bnckwurd proletariat upun the unready party. ln varying 
degll'('S tho policy Is the policy of "tho lc:s::;er evir;" i.e., the labor stat<.~s 
•1uu, uutil lnlCh time 011 the J•roletnrlat and the party no ready. For 
them nlwny11 the lltntus quQ. In the U. S. they capitulate to Amcrir:an 
Jl+!tf)'•hourgcol~ rndicalism nnd the union bureaucracy; in Britain they· 
cnpitulnt(' to the labor go\·ernmcnt; In 1-"ranre they capitulate to the 
Stullnl;,t ba~renucrucy. FOr n sccoml it might appear thl'.t the Fl'Cnch 
cupituhuion t.o Stbliolsm i9 out of line. It ia not. F'ronce is nccustomed 
to il \'ariet~· of rcvolutlonnrv nnd countcr-rf.!volutionury rcl,oimes. Stalin· 
J~m len~la the mnss labor· mo\'ement. in 1-'rnnce nnd is unl!kei)-' for 
somr time to do mon.: than m:~intnin the d(!n10crotic regbne with tll>nle 
more llnticrw.llzBlion. , 

The Workctil Party has added 11 new theoretical clarificntion to 
the~c, tendencies. It htL'~ llOW declared thnt'there t.nngs a great qum;tion 
mnrk ow:r the nbility of the proluWriat to ren..~timb)e a. revolutionary 
leatlel'!'lhip before it is "destroyed" by disintegrating capit:.lism. 

Under the:>t> compulsion;; slogans f:Ucil"lts Nntio11nl Libcratfou, Con· 
sti'tnent ARRemb!y, nntionalizntlon, for the Labor l'nrl;y In th~ United 
StatiM n..'ld all \'Driety ol "dcmocrnt.lc dcrr.nn,Js" UASume the rno:::t cOJ:
i-cl'Vutf,·c, not lo.:my 'n!.aclionUry, cln~oruct...•ro·AL Li1c-'L9.ck uf all Lhi:> :i;; 
11 couccption of the pl'olctnriat, lenrncd in the nusRian degenerntion 

,·and fnrtifiOO h)' the dc!entn tu Europ€:. . 
Troboky sttJod for the l1e!cn!'e of the degcul!rnkd worken· l'llnte but 

ne\·~r. ~:"c~pt. ·a.;, n theorctlenl . progJJor;ls {(lr the purpose of , ,.bowing 
.. ."whnt wus 111\'olvf'd, ditl hc·ndultelnte the Dolshevi11m of tb~ world re\·o~. 

lution b)• the::fniute."t trn.::o of thi:1 poir.ori. . · · 

(~) Economism ' · . . · 
~:- We.· have ell'_ewhel-e defiluid the tendenCy oC 'Ge'rmnln us an Et:unomi~L 
tendency: . · · · -
· "In.l902, the Economi.StM go_vcrncd ·themselves· by t1u~ economic' 
netc~lty of lnrcc scale productiOn ruther than the mobiliz;\.tlon of the 
nuu.sc.<;_to·fu:ht Tsnrism nnd establish thCir pcaliticul unificlitlon Jn ihn 
dcmocmtic Jictn«u-.;hlp ot the proletariat und Pf:'RNJntry. Jn 1916, the 
imperiuliKi Economist..<; governed themselves bY tho economic neceiiJdty 
o{ suprn-natiomal centralization ratbrtl' than the unHicntion anti m'obili~ 
.:utlon n!_ the proleturia.t &f!d .. peasantr':; of the opp_reued nnd upprei!:dlllf 
countries. In 1918, Buknnnn posed the economic'neceasity of nntlonah:

. ~ntlnn Pallwt'_tluau th~ mnlaili:mt!nn nf the Rum~ln11 mn:;.';t'.s; into tholr' own 
l11·ganiinUon3 to control ):1·oductlon 'and z~aCeguard agaln~t . c(luntcr~ 

· l'e\'Uiution. , · - · 
. · "Whnt Uoos Germ~in Propose Wday ?. In ·tho full Economist_ tradi· 

tlon, adapted to the Pl'CScnt -situntion, ·he eontlnu.es to speak of the 
. ecimomirally progressive character: of nationnlb:utlon imd planned 
· ecOIIOmy. Alrendy in Pr.land, hill pot~itlon fihows the }tolitlcnlscriousne.!IS 
o{ his lilll!ic error. The Ecor.omlsts of·1D02 thought that the)' were only 
de(.cni_llng th!! cconorn le orJ:'tmlzotlon Of Jnrge eeale capitalism, In realitl"• 
they Wt>te defending Tl;arlsm becauxe ouly the revillutlonat)' democrat.c 
mobllh:lltion of the proletutiat and peMantry cPuld delltroy politiCal 
:Ccothtllsm. The imperialist Economil'ts in l91G thought t.hey were uilly 
clcfendlng 'the econonllc cent.rnllzutlon necompllshcd by lmpr.rlaliflm. In 
re:all!Y. they wer~ dc!i:lndlng imperialism becaUSb only tho ·mobiliznhlln 
o{ t.i\it n~nl1.1'es of the oppl'CIIl!Cd and oppn.•s~ting countries could destrCJy 
11ntlonnl domination. G'ermnln In hl4? thinks ho ia only de!endhut tho 
not.lomtll:~ntlon-and plunned economy of thE= bureauerac)'. ln reality, he 
Is dctending Stalinism bccaul!c only tho atrutcgic porspcdlvl) c.! N\'O}U· 
tlomll\' reconstruction by the Joiuropeun nHUISe.!l ns n unit, and particu~ 
l:arl~· h1 Ru11sla, En<;tern Eu~11pe untl German)', can oppoJII both the 
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internntionali8rn oi StaliniNt UusNla and the internu.tinnalillm I'Jf Ameri
can imperi!lliRm.· No ntntter how )(tudly Gennaln prorlnims that St:J.lin~ 
iMt ia the main danger, no matter l10w he shi!ts on dc!eilt!am Ol' c!cfcns
i~n. lr, RuHsia, he cannot wiggle cut of his capltullltion to Stalinism so 
long as ho continue11 to look to P.r.o.nomic centralizntlon anti planning 

("T~e Economist Tendency In The Fourth Int~r· 



guarantee th:lt i:nfl••tiali!'m will not prflfit by the defeat uf t!a> 
hureaucrncv. 

Sh:u:htln:m \'ll.dl!u\e~ lH..-twcun n vf'rbnl revoluticnism u111l hi~ 
llt't<tnl 10Ubonlinntion to th«.• "demnerR.tic inlt'rlude" i.t the labor h·ltdcr
l<hip. Ge,·mafr, vncill;•tes betwel'n n t·eal revoluUonb-m In Wet:tern 
Europe and tl1e Kremlin and Rl'(l Artn)'. Shachtmlll1's re\·olutlonil<111 
is \\'tl.>ckcd against. his need to flllpport the bureal•crnclef! of W ustl'l'n 
Eurot•c. Germnin's l"C\'olutioni-"tll ill wreck«! against hia dc.ft'nl'i' of 
thl' nntiomdlz:cd proi)erty, i.e., the Kremlin and the Red Army. 

'With th.! ir.el-ett!!lng suece:~i'1 I.e. !eat'e c.n lite, of tho Jabot• bureauc
ruC'y, Shachtm:m, the pett)··bOUtJ:Cnls, ~comes ·more Jefensist, i.~., 
moz·e ::\tcnshc\'ik in his politic$. With the inerc.tu~ing ttll.'("CS!'· of thR 
Kn:mlin nnd the Htd Army, howe,·cr, Germain, a Bolshevilt, is com· 
pelled !P become incrrasingly defentl.-t In regard to. the Krt'mlin 
bureaucracy, The gn:at- difterf.'nee lies in the perspectn·~ of world 
Jlroletnrinn revolution con~i~~tentl)-' maintalnf't! by Germain and que~
tior.ed Ly Shaehtmnn. 'l'hnt is why· Shuchtmnn be(rinning with ~ 
contlitional dcfeJ111ism in l!Nl, ends with an uncondition:d defeatism in 
teJ,."atd to Russia bnscd upon 11. defeath;t. attitude to the prolctnriat 
t'YCfY'\'ht'l"t'. It is the con~:ept or the world -praletarian revolt>tion 
which is 1lri\•ing Germain. from n condltlonnl to au. uncondlti,nnl de-
featism in regartl to the Kremlin and the Red Anny.. · ·· ·· 

Th~ 'lfacillations of Shachtmnn c:m_OO cured only by a recognition 
of tlul clemenw.l nnd •in;~tii!cth·e drh·e of the .proletariat on u ·world 
~::ale, Rnd· parUcullll'ly, Jn his own country, to reronstruct·. societ}' on 

. communiSt beginnings. The vacillatiOns or·GcrlnRin ean be ·cured only 
by the rl!cognltion of the :elemental, and JnstincUve dt•h•c :of the 
Ruselnn pt·oletariat ·to reconstruct soc Icy on· communist OOglnnings. : 

. . ... Tho V~cillntiC,ns Repeated··· · ., · · ,
1

• 

· Dut .if Russia and."n.<J.,tionalized propert,.:• nre not; l!.dCXJu,U:tt.ol!: dL ... 
!en•led,· the world te\·oluttunary, &~t. of TMtsky"s heritage! is not 
adequately defended· ~lt.'lcr. ··The vacillation on· RuS~>Iun def~llSC is rl'
tl~tctl in the propagundn for th~ world re\'o1ution -by ·Ute 1-'0L~rUt ln· 
ternatlonal. .. · · , '.·. . · 

The coneep1· of the predominant role of· the party: Jean1t in Hus{u:., 
·is transferred ·to ·western' Eurr''""· ·It bRse~ the .. corru.ptlon of the 
bureaucracies of the Communist Parties (lR the. machinations or tho 
·Kremlin and not on the develotJed nnt.ngonlsnu or the bourgt:oililtl; the 
pl'l.tletarlat and (he nett.Y·bont;Ceol!ile.. 'fherOOy, it. id unable to m~et 
on n.fun<lnmentnl_clii3s-l:iasla t.he dt!mornlh:ed opportunlsn1 .. of Shacht-

:· JJ_lnn·:mt!'thtdl-:D·nor dtc·inf:mtah.l"ln!tl~m o!-M.mi:~;:-::-.- ·.,: · · · · · 
Its rt:volutlonnry. propugani.la tcndH to dt!mand cArtain action~ of 

the -proletariat. rnther than c:lkit and. de\·elop _its own proletarian t>}i

perlcncC!.I, Henre it!! embarnmnnent. \\·h~n these actions do not. tD.kc. 
placc nnd Shuchtmnn antl·thc l.K.D.'ers tlelnand: Where in the l'e\'olu
tion you prom'1sc.-d?; its unrewarding concentrat.lori on issues 
like the \'Ote.on lhe refe1-endum, As we demonstrated, it. promul~"lites' 
the rc\'olutionary readiness of the masses hut cannot motJvnte It !rCim 
the objecth•eimanl(cslll.tio!ls as Trotsky clld in regard. tQ the ·un!Cin 

· mo\·ement in 191U •. lt nnnnunces rnthl'l' tl18n analyze:!, Its N\'olutionhmt 
conF·Ii'ts more In exhol'latlou, 11.11d In manli'l'.$los rather thun thl.!. ciJn
crete dnll~· presentation of the l'C\'olutionnry· prugram. It; doe:; not :<t:e 
the orgnntc unit)' lretwecn the part}' :ar.tl the revolutionary llliUISl'l' hut 
i~ fnr too much b~\·erned by the t'nl11e Jelen c.r. J.euln In ''Whut I~ to be 

·Done," thut the 11nrty bring::: soel:tllst ~·onFc:lous'(le!ld to the nu~~cs 
from' the ·outslde-ljlrcct result of the theory or the debro'leratt:d work
ers' :-:tate. Worse ~un; Germain n11w bPSrlns to lind the cnnsclouJ~nels 
and organit.nllon _of tho proletnrlnt in 1944 IowCl" than it wlis ln.l91H. 
H(" finds that. t.he pl1enomenol growth of Stalinism corresponds to the 
"historic retreat'' of tho workPXM movement. If tho vacitlatlon or. the 
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ltuf'si:m que."lion 111 to be col'l'cctcd b)-• tl1c rc\·lslon, U('!t the cxpO<~itiun. 
f•f Trobky'll thr>ury un,flut~:-il:, the \'llclll:ation 01: ~~ .... ".'"'!d rcvol.utlun 
is to b:: cnrrccted by th'l mo~t rt'l;olutc strugg]P. Ior the met.hUd ct 
&h•hc\'ism, We ~hall tuke n~ u modql the Thi1·d CongrcS-3 of .the C6m
intern1 dnmlnat«i by Trotlllcy, the' ~nmt> Trutsky who v:rotf! ~e 
Transitional Progrft!11. 

(d) The Method of Bolshevism . 
In 1921 the Third lntcrnntionnl Tccc.gnlted that thu re\'.Jiutlonal'y 

V.'ll\"e which bcgRn In October 1917 had passed. .' 
'''fhc fint ~riod of the rtwolrltionat'Y movement n!ter th" war t,o; 

c:hamcl~rized by the clcmentul naturu of the oru,lnught; by t.l:l~ con~ 
1<1:1.-rablc fonnless:nt!ss ot it..s mct!!Oil'> ·and uims .nnr'! by the extreme 
p:tnir: bf the ruling cln.•ses; nml it may be rllg'ntcled by and h:.rgtl ~ 
U>rminntcd.'' 

;;::;·cN-:o .• :.:mch situation .-.: \!](i·~~,i~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



~trong and h~W' given birth to \'R~t Juyer10 of workers curruptl~l by 
imperlallam (for exrut~ple in Englund and t!te United State,;) nud 
""·here gt>nulne revolutionary propaganda nmong the mll&lea~ i.e; Just 
btlginning," lt'ost Important cl at!, t.he g~atest fight at thl~ CongreMtf 
.,1.Lio aro11nd reje.:tlng the theory d the· of!'t>~lve and the COR&'ft'Jtti 
inPisted that· there was no po~;...;ibllity o( the revolution . tltltil. th~ 
majority o£ the prclet.arhtt. accetltecl tt.l.' l~adcr~hip'ot th~ Commun-
bt... ' 
. Takt: lt all, Comro&d'! Shachtman unci Rll the rest of you: lm·t'nt 

for 1947 n bourgeoisie confident, ,.ust layers o£ workers curruJ.ott'd by 
bn}lerfalit.'ln1 a majority not nccoeptlng re\·olut.lon, make your reaction
:!ry !nnU$lea into n tbe.sls. The lntt-rnatlonnl wastes it& tim., u.nd 
~tray.:; Its own, vacillations wJ1en it. ar1,rurs with you on that }m,.,ja~,. 

Bolshevism in 1921 
It 
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In J922 the Fourth Cnngrc:tH met. It 11ald thP.t fat~ebm, w:f1tt! 
tnrror und the stnte of siege ag"ain:.t the pruletarlat WAB rislng, lt sold 
that there wu approaching on era of ~moer.o.tJe.paclfu;t 11lu.dons1 anti dt>mocnatlc-pi\CUI!t government!' In Fl:'ar.c:e and Britain. ft wamea ,, 
that there were many llt!lps between defe.at and victory. It showed 
that with the decline o( the revo!utlonl\ry wave, the centrl11b> ltd 
mtwcrJ uway from the Third lntemntlonnt and gone beck tn tha 
s~nntl, But it did not then begin .,., . .,ilinJ about. the j.llu.slona af tM 
mn~~cr. or ~Ptc:u!aUng on the '!11te o! thr. Jnsurti!Ctlon. Inatetld it de-: : 

whlcl1, in thtf unstabl~ equilibriwn 
the grav&'lt. c:r:hl&s ean f!Uddenly 

' a ('olonlat upr!a!ng or a __ n~ 
evr.n tn~er tOOay than .it was 

. ' ' ·' :: 
even with this disOrder ramp:mt in its ranb'the I~tOiilatlim"~l--

---::::--;c- .~ . -.. ~ 



is P••liticnlly unaiJie to c!efenfi H'll~hc\·il'm fur our C'Jloclt und d11reren·. 
tl:>tc it..;ulf from other tendenices, In Juh··AuA"ust. HJ47, it publl!.he~ an. 
et!ltori&l in the journal Quntrleme lntei-natlnnei with the f'Ortllntou::~ 
t~tlc "~ew St.nne." The new stup-e is not as i11 11121, the recognition of 
defent. Nooit o quite the TC\'Crse. 

"J.'or the firl!.t time since the "libera"tion", the pr('llctnriut (in 
France, Belgium, ltnly nod Hol/nml) ha~ taken tho field in a ''O!'t cla."a 
JllOl'eliiCOI, COnfjUCting Jncrt!n nnd 1!\'CII tbe opposition Of thll burclllloo 
cz·atir nppnrntu" oi" the Slalini:>t nnU. reformist lc:u!cnh1p, anri pnrtinlly 
di.r<t1lptinK" them, ' 

"There has taken plncc u ~hno:-p brcnl{
1 

· ... cry imrortant, nbo\'e :~II 
from the ron::l.'quenccs whieh it will ha\'o m the ncar f\Jture, between 
latJ:c: lnyers of tl1c: prolcturinu"\'anguard ami thc:.~e lMdcn>hiJJ;t ••• 
Tho2 CXpl'ri!!ncc 1ocquu·ed Ill-' the mn:":;c~ whici1 luwe joinctl the huttle 
whh ~ue~ \'ilnlity and d)·nnmt:;m in .th.\! -grc!it-~tru•rglc:~ of lhe'_pallt 
weeks wdl set'V'! to reenforce the mpJdtty of ro\·olut11.1m:ry cmc:rJ~nec 
from the treacherous tutt•ltlge of Stu.llr.l:'m nnd l'eforml5>m.", 
. Her~ hi th!l midst of the greatest dislocation of society C\',;r known 
.:.:-:.a ,;;;·cat llliWumcut of the pro_/cturint. on n continental scalf.!, uceom
rnnivd hy v~t coloBiul ii1ovcmenb ·m t1111. Ncar East, thq Fm· I·:ast nnd 
Africa. Bat the conclu!linn bctmv, the un-Leuini:.t vacillation and 
timitli.ty, · : . · · · · 

· - "F,inu!ly, n!tor cure!ully' wr:ighinf:{ __ ~ c·~crythin.~, one_ iR compelled 
to c;on:lud.e tbut.we probn_l!IY ha\'e !mfnre .U!(n-J!P.riod of nt leu~;t smm_e 
)'entt~ .durm::;- Which. no· ciec:J:ton will" bP- ntTh·ed at either In the Rplu:re. 
c.f war or "iu tlw ·!!Jlherc·-llt hiumphuul Rm·o!ution; .-but whleh' will. be 
.:hnractr:ril:ed by thf!, instnl:l\Hty ·_of tho bourgcoiRic,_·_by gt·cnt economic 
mul JlOlitirnl. ciitflctdtic!!l;'by convulsionS· n'nd r.rlsis-, nntl which will •Jn.: 
Joo!'c, in tlte·Jncvit•.:Ule !ltrugglc ... ' which·- will .. be wngcd bv 'thC worlll · 
prolernrint :tu.l t.ha co!e>nlnl pcoplr.s, n~w re\•olutlomtr~· forces ft'Cell·' 
ft'Oll\' St.-tlinist tutclnge." . . · . · · •· · ·· · 

: 'rhc \~Titer. i11 ·"compell•~d to·. t:9richidi(' tlu:t wet-}Jt-ob'lbh• lm"e 
IJefot-e UF n perum··of .'.'at Jcnst Rome· ycors," ·. . . . 

·- Whnt is this doin.tf'here? All ,the eenttiRIJ;, Shnchtmnn in thele:ul, 
~ ·.will_, pounce·'.'.IJinlt thf!;, driclariug-_':tlmi; -this 7 t!O ·what· they Jiii,·e been 

s:~:nng when in l'~:~lity thO~· huye becn_s!lying somethh;tg.fumh\!~.cnt8Jtr. 
··~ft!f-ere.nt. -_W]!~ !!VC':. pr::n:tl::::d·:~':c:.-· • .-I~.urlv:;,;, ·-,-c\u)uLwn · w; t.nc O\'C:r

throw of cnpitt.lism o1l n wol'ld or at leniit a_. ccintine:nttd I'Cnle except · 
nftel' l~ng Yt':tt!t of-r.th•ancing nnd·-retrootin$:'· struggle'! . ·' · 
· Thu; Jl!l.'lf!:tp,e in thiH place. is n con.ccS<!Ion, ·t'lnc of th'c -perpctunl 
ColnccF.:;_fonR tQ the ~ntrisb wh'1ci1 they use to ::rlvnnce th<!ir own l'CfiC~ 
tionnry policies. Trobky said .in 1938 to the AmericimicomrndeR: Y'l)U 

,,mn:.; ,~1'! pcrfel'tly~r.IJI(> to-·e_onqu.Q.r.the,power ho tt:p )'enrs;'·Thcreforc· 
_be~m the _Te1'oluhonnry _prcnarahon f'or the ma!I,Cs now. And- when 
_Shnt!Jtmnn in 1938 thought. nfl hC _ 'fitill thinks that the · f.mo 
fo1' revolutionary j:Jognns is when the se'J::ure cf power. was approach
ing, Trot.;ky tlhoutecl·ot him, 01How con we in such n critical' Rituation 
a>~ now cxi!lt!f In the whole worlrt, in ·the U. S. meusure the- stage of 
de,·clopment of· the workers' movements?'; · ., 

Wn n."k the~u! editoriut writers the slime:-'HOw-'cD.n you, in tho 
s.it.uotlon of 1!117 measure the development of .. the' new stage"? 
Either the ntatemcnt mean~ nothing except what e"ery Marxist know!' 
nince Marx's thesis of, 1850, (it c:m be found in. the Thesis of the· 
Third Cong:t'Css) ·or. it Is a-_politicil.l cnpitulntlon. E\•ory line of the . 

. Thirfl Congrt"SR Is directed agnlnct prccif.~ly th'w "somo yetLrs before 
tlte rP.volotlon'' thesis, the pollticnl hnvcn or left l\fenshevism .. 

Immediately after thiR U1e editorial raving<& away to the left. 
"The new •stage Is o.bol'e nil. mnrked br- the broadest and moAt 

.. ·f~rtllo Intervention of. the proletariat, which u~ets all the ~alculatioit!J 
of the bourgeoisie and of the Stall~lst bureaucracy • o ." . 

so 

The "'ords we ha\'e underi!ne.-1 lihould not be written it they· are 
n.,t meant. But. before the .armtence fs over-we nro on tho right again. 

" ••. which can and mu~t decide the h!storic alten:ativc, r.ot In 
the direct·1on of war but in that of tho world Roclallr~t levulutlon.'' 

ThP. revolutioq is c.pposed uot to the counter-revolution but to the. 
war. 'l'hat is, precisely wh.at all defeatlr.tn do and the e:o:treme rightists 
arc n.,w doing; 

Finally to clinch the confusion, the editorial ends llS follows: 
"It- i!! for us, world mo\'ement of the }'ourth lnte_rnationW, to 

unfolol before the oppressed mosst:s of the world, clearly, uudociouslr; 
thi.~ pctllpcct!VG of the po!!!lible preparation of tho Revolution which· 
can prew.mt the wnr .and lead tortured mankind !rom the impn~e and : 
the toilu in which it ls pluuged by imperialiem and the .flo viet bureau~-". -' 
crac)·, • .'' ' - .. 

'fhe war again Is posed as altel·nntive to Lhe_ "posaiblo" J?.:~:~~\i~.~ 
o( the :revolution. We prefer 1lot to try to explsin what thta 
the lont. sentence cannot bo iFnorcd. - · ." _ · 

·~The new_ stage. into whtcb. we. cuter, is .. that .off ~~~~~~t~~r~.;,;~·~~)fji~ the l't!Volntionnry forces· for-~ the prepa~tJon, Blow 1 
or' the Revolution/' ' 

All 

• Th~ Johrulun·'F~ <tliAdent:r ~ >thi• 
Mth. ~UPOGtbcs of boom from 1ho Wodr;~t-1 
J.-..lly re!uu•d tit •ub.IUtuW l.bd rcod lrerrinll' q( 

'lll<Htl<ln•. ' 
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ct;elr in thil\ t.hut till! nwst modtJst co1ulitionn of the mmH;~·,; nrc in· 
comtmtible with the cxiRtcucc of cnpiLalist :;oclctr nnd that f01· tlliR 
l"en:;on C\'cn t11e stn1gp;le !or the most modest dcmnudr. tnkm~ on the 
JltuportionH of n struggle for communi:'lm." 

How is it pr.ll.oiblo In the face o( thi!l to tell the workcr11 ahout. 
the ~low hut. Hore prcontui.Jon of the tC\'oiution. They nro then ~lowly 
hut surely to t:>Lan·c and shiver without houres, without ci<Jthcs, without 
fuel. · 

OYer and over ngn.in, iu reading the debate!! between right nud 
left, we arc reminded of the pregnant words of Chaulwu and Montal, 
French llinorityitc": "Or1lr the vocabulary diJ>tinguishes Frank !1-om 
Geoffroy." · ~ 
: 1'he basis, the spenrhe:ul o! Dolshtwism in our time is the un~ 

C( mpromhling prcsentntion of the need and the methods of soCmJ 
nNolutirn. NoUdng else r:an he t11e bush1. It is the Jack of thiz basis 
which make it s0metime5 almost im[IOIHiiblc to distinguish right !rom 
h:ft at some plenum dcbntel'l except · b;1 the names of the Fpcnkcn~. 
Anti tt>Js feebleness: ifl not ;~;rdrlt•nt.:tL_W~ .-~n cnly rcpc!'tt. "It is th~ 

". 'Ru~:sinn t•osltion which holds back- the lnternBtionPl frot1l mnki11g u 
Robhcvik use of the Trnnsitionnl · Pl'Qgram. 

(ej The Tra~sitional Program Topay 
. It bas 'been nece:~sa~Y. to ~~btil;h thil mothod of Botf.!;evism, ha

CD.u.;e· o£ 'tho. fate. that has·-ovcrt."!.ken the_ TrnR.!IItlonnl Prognun of' 
.'frotsi>y. Tho Trnnsitionat·Prrigrrun~ill one o! the nrcnt"docum.enlR of 

: !tlatdsm, Bol~hcvism·of our tlme.Yd it Ls being mndo the \"Ollicle·!or 
the mO!it. ronctionary ·theory snd prnctlcr. . · : · · .. 

We shall 'here show what It wus, what it is nnd to what tiegree 
19-.li--hns made readjustm'ents and fl."'-terudons .neee<>snrr. . -

·. ; -'l'he. Trnnaitio·,•nl Program of-1938 was o. progrnm .for the 4'system-
atle moJ,IJizatiun· of the ·masses £or_ tho proletarian revolution." .. 1 • 

:" Excf!pt on. this 'bu&hl · the .. TrnnsiUonal. ProCrnm _could not haVe 
uUolished · tl10 old dlstinct'Jon between_ tho .minimnl· dr:mo.nds and the 
mn.-..:itriuni'dl.!rriands by linking "d:ay~to-day work ••• 'indissolubly_.~ •• 
with th~ actual tn.Rb ut--lh& ·revolution!~. · _. . : .__._ _ . 
·. '"Ali 'minilnni · dCmnill.ts--in,uSt"tm-_.-linkCd :to· !nctO:Y. CoD-uitltter.~~ :ior 

.·workers' crntrol of prothi.ct'1on nnd workers' mllitin..Theno nre-prcclrelv 
whpt ~cpnruted the Tmnsltionc.l ·.Program from tl1e old m'mimum . 
progrnm. Anybody ·can demand nnvthin,!!. It is the n1ethod thnt mnkeil 
the,dcmnndl-l·of the TrnnMtional Pi-ogn\m trn~llito!'Y to tho proletn"t"Jnn 
revolutinn. Dem11nds 'fur wo1'kern'. co11LTt>l of production nnd worken;.' 
militia are. not dc,-nailcls on the boUrgeoisie but on tha prolctnrlnt tl)_ 
prepare Jt. for the prolotnrinn. revolution. · · - .. 

· ·Tho Trnnsltlonnl Program was to )mplnut tho iden into the minilil 
of tho comrade~, of "the general (i.e.; profoundly revolutlbnary) cllnr-
ndcr and tempo t'f.our epoch." ' · 

!,'In aut· mir,ds it .thr!'ldogan of; workers nnd fanners government 
h!~ds to tho."dictr.tofilhip o£ the proletaduL,. · · 

'l'he tramrlt.ionnl demauds bccnmo rovolutlonnry . in filet· "Insofar 
1lS they .,beeomc the demands of the mllfift aa the pro)etilrian R:OV• 
ernmcnt". l.e., insofar ns the-maases. tnko over control-of production· 

·and form themselves 'into workel"ll' ·~militia, workers' and farmers• ' 
government. The Tr:ansltionnJ llrogram Js ·-o. program for tho amlin·g 
of tho workers, a program with the So,ofolq in mind. · · 

Trotuky was no JlUt&chlst. He said repeatl..>dly thnt. tlio:Jc were 
"!dens'' to be Implanted as -propaganda. But not a. line in the program 

"Is to be tJefln except ns nn tdeo.. wlisch only awaited mass mobilization 
to.bo translnted.into revolutionary action oi the mol\t vioJ-':mt ldnd •. The 
mllltB:l'Y program is a cr.so in point. The program aa;yn. simply: 
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o! the decline and the hypocri~)' of their ruler~. 
1938. "Jn aU c:ountri~, the" proll"tariat is wracked by a ckt'P 

dlsquiest. In millions, the m&U<anel!. again &nd a,;ain move ontu 1hr ~oad 
of the revolullonuy outbreaka. But esc~ time they &t'e hloc:koo by 
their own C:IIIUil'rYath·e llPJlll'II.IUs, .. 

1947 Smce 1988 the prolttarlnt and the Jl('asnntry ha\'e repeutt!uly 
t<hnkcn decaying bou.rgeols 111Jcletr to the ground as· In !!ountry u!ter 
country during 1!144 or parol)·zed it with mighty con·tul!non!{ ns In the 
gn!nt 11trikes of the United Stl1te11. But the conservatlvr. apparatur:et~ 
hn,·e picked up pro11tratc bourKeuls ~>odety, set It on its _feet again 
and nre holding. Jt together. W1thout. them bourgeoll'i SOCit:ty would 
not exist. · . · 

1938. "The ddinitc pa11sin.: over of th• Comlntern to the' t<ide of' 
the buurgeuiH ·order, its cynlrally t>ounter•rt>\'olutionary role thrDugh· 
out the 1f'orld particularly in Spain, _F"rance, the United Sl.ttn; ancl 
other "democrd.Uc" countries, created excc-ptlolial supplernentar) dlr~ 
ficultles for the world pruletariat ••• The law~ of history are tllron,;:cr 
than the bureaucrntle apparAhiK._X'o l'llatler how. the melhodll or the 
social-betrayers differ-from the ~aial leghdation of Blum. to the 
judh:ial frame--ups of Stalin-they will no\·er sueteed in ~reakin~: the 
·rc\·olution;:ry y,·i!l .-::!·the p:.1l.;t;.rl•t.." · 

ltl4.7. The :reformist burenucci:cy frecisely because it is reformist 
cnn no longer huld lhe &llegiance o the. masses. They hnve peurOO 
br the hundreds of thousamts nnJ the milliona into the Communh:t 
Partie:~, the1·cby dt:Cinrin,g ali ne\·er _before,. their undl!rstundlng of 
the ·nt<ed tor u. l'P.\'olutlonary_ tranl'.i'ormntlon of society. But c01Winced 
of the bankruptcy oi' tho nationul bourgeoisie .nml the nnt~onnl state 
nnd in terrible fear oi the-proleturian re\·olutton, the Cominlc-rn Meb · 
to create in EuroPe and .4-i;in naUoital-'i;atelliteR of Stalinist' Ruf>lll:\ 
with the Red Arm)nia its nmin ·pl·oWctor Olgain~t Jlrulolarian u~msingg 
within nitU intervention from without •. ln vain, No SIJ:."R oC 
stabiJIZDtion 3ppears, 1'he-·new njgimel'l' ate drh·en along tl1e .rond o( 

: totalitarinn:asm. The pnrUe.'J . oC the Comintern seek to corrupt- the 
revolutlonat'Y Will or the· mass~:~ by the prejudices or the pctty

"llourgeolsie. bringing in~ play all the tre.achetous devicl!s learnt in 
tho school Of the Kl'emlin. Ilut alread>• the mM<mS huve In ull sphuts 
shown their capacity to confound ·and upOC't tl1e taost careful!>' lnld 

.. calculations .of the lc&dership •. In major countries, nlreud~· .tor ln.:oad. 
mn.>;;ao, th;J ·lt:rin · Ttilt:dcytsm has become synonymous with ·thl:l ulea 
Q[ EC\'olutionary p_rolctnrhm flttug"gle fOr, power an oppo<ied to the 
l~rt!mlin-domlnated Jlolielu (l£ the Cc.mlntem • 

. It" is nt thb stage that. Trotsky in 193tl,·.having e!llablillhecl, ~e 
unhrcaknble drive to the rcvolutionury powe:r oC the proletarJUt, 
di!ltinbruishes between the ·'rramdtional Program aurl the minimum 
Jlrogram. Trot.';ky then tnlk.<; of the .nece11sary. rtllf!stlcn of tnctics, 
But here "IU47 is not 1938. _ 

Totlaf the proletarint .races and knows that ~~ fnccR an l!Convmy 
ami socin order so shattered that· nothing but the mor1t unpnt11.!1eled 
efforts can destroy the counter-revolution, rebuild the ecouomy und 
finnlll' extinguish thu SJtreading flume.11 of \\iar. Every pussing dny 
~d1ows to the prolcturint that. ilo; neare~>t cvery·day lmmeU!nt,e n~-<IR 
cun be satisfied onl)' by uctlons of the.-nost !ar-rem:hlug ~tst<•r&cnl 

· chnrnctcr. 'fhe struggle for power therefore becomeM thu m1uu ul•jec
ti\·e of th~ re\·olutlonary educntlon of the mwcses. 

WAR AND THE ARlii:~-G OF THE PROLE'l'AIUAT 
1938, ''The proent crlsi<J c11.n ;~harpen the class atruggiP to an 

eXtreme· JIOint and bring nearer the- 1noment . or denttuement. But that. 
dues not mean that a revolutionary ~ltuatlon comes un- at une Htroke. 
Adually, ita approach Ia PlgnaUzed by a C'Gntinuous aeries of c:onvul
alons , , • The problem\ oC ~he »ectlons. of the Fourth lntematlonnl ill 

54 

' ·~ 

to help the ,prolct.rian· vanguard· understand· the g~nen;.l.'c:bara.tter, 
Md ttmpo·of:oqr epoch- and ta frudlfy Jn tlute tho .ltninl~·of~the:' 
tn811Jle8 with ·~ver. mort-' re.olule and milit.nt or,tanlZIItil)~al . meuUl'ftl.·, 

· "Strike licket.s are the baule nuclei Of the proletarian -arrey.'.'., .. -
Thla lfl our point· of departure. In connection with e\·ery ~Jtrikl! -and ·. 
11trttt demonatratlon, It ifl imp.trath·e to propagate the nei:ftalty of 
creating workeu' JP'OUJIII for aelf·deCenae.; It ill' nec:cauey to write thia 
slonn Into the prc.nam of the revolutllonar.)' wing of ·the- trade unioiiii. 
It ls imperative wherever pos~Jible, bfogfnning wUh thl!! ;;-outh ~ercn1P!o 
to ornnlr.e groups for Kelf-dl!!fcon"e,· to drJU and acquamt them wltb 
the Ulle of arma. 

"A upsurl(t' 

economy. 

. WOUKf.:RS COS'J'JtOL OF I'R0l>UL"7ION 
1938. "The working out of e\•en the most elementary 

plan-from the pr~lnt of view of the exploited, not: the exploiterso-iA:. 
impossiMe without worbrs' control, that. Ia, 'ft·ithout the penetration 
of. the wurkers' eye intn all open and concealed· AprinnA"of ca,pllalls( 
economy. Committee.'!. representing bldivldual buslni:sa-. -enterJj_rl!.ts 
s~ould meet nt. eonfercncell· te choose· corresponding c:ommlttft'fl"":·or 
tru;r~ts, whotC' branches of lnduRtry, economtc regions and· fJnally1._or 
national htdWJtry ll8 tt whole. ThuR, ·_workers' control becomes a 9cnool 
for planned cc:onorily~ On tlte basiS oC lhe.l'.xperfenee of':ceonlroJ. the 
proletariat will· prepue 'itseU Cor direCt ·management of' nntlon111lzed:; 
industry wheh the hour for· that eventuaUty strikes." .. · · 

·1947, Tite workers no longer nee<! to penetrate Jnto.nny.·of,the·· 
l'prin@"S of capitalist economy: In somiJ of tho ~1ost lmportnnt coun~_: 
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trio:!'. u! tne ~~o·orld the ruin Ami thh:•,·r.ry "! capitalist cconu••l)' ure 
cpen st•cret!l tb thu workel'll', Workt•rs' rontrol Clf production b)' ar. 
o\'er<.dl plan becomes the l'llh: mt>nnM "''h~n>b) it. would IN JIOM!!lble to 
rebuild the ruined national!~ t't'OIWm)'• 

Tl1e ruin of the econnrn)' u1 cututllt'mcntl!d by th<: de!uutu>trulANl 
need nml desln-s of millions or wurkcrll to (Jnlllh unce and fur ull 
with the "hwery of capitalist protluctlon ami to exerc:i~;e to tht! fun 
the \'UKt producti\'tl capndtic~ created In them by ea_pltulhnn. The 
cxperil'IICe of the RuspJun Jte\'orut.lon hu~ proved beyond a llhadow of 
doubt that worke11~' control of production VI the deepest exr.l"t!Mslvu of 
pro:et..arinn democracy and that without It, it. Is lmpollfiib e to :;uh·e 
the Lu,.;l~ anW.gonl!lms of \'alue Jitoduction. 

1938, "Thto O&';'CHI;:ity of atlvandng: the fi)Ogan of I'Xptopriation in 
t.h~ C"our~ of dally, agitation in partial form. and not only in our 
pro,p&Kanda in ita most romprehe01sin aspectl:l. ls dlctaltd by th.e fad 
that dilferent brat:trheK of Industry are on different levtlll of denlop. 
ment, O«UPY a different plare in the life of &OCiety, and fllUUI lhruugh 
difl'erent sta~a; of the rlus atru)tgle. Only a general revolutionary 
up.;ur,;e of the proldariat. can plare the wmplde II!Xptopriation of I he 
bourJ(C"'htie on the ordrr of the day. Thr wk of transitional demandlil' 
111 to prepare the prolrtariat to solve this problem." 

1!14.7, The crisis- oi national ~conomies Hke thoS6 of FrailcE: a.nd 
Brit.o~in compel the immediate expropriation of all the bnslc ·,nduliu-it>Fo 
of the natlon:tl economy by tht> amJCd proletariat. Plt>ee-meal t-xpro-
priation with Or without compensatlol\ fg doomed to failure. Far from 
ugltating for the partial expropr"mtion of individual lndustrlc:-<1 the 
neL>d now h; for total exproprintlon under" workers' conli'OI an1t com~' 
preben;d\'e rtnns . for the integration. or national economim~ into an 
mternntlonn production, Not only the ruin·: or the economy but the 
capiLulntion of the hnpolc!nt· bourgt:oi:lie tO· .the net:d for interr.ntionnl· 
i111tion forms a suro bru;ia for-.the agitntion nnd propaganda 'oC iut~r~. · 
nutional flDciul construction. · · .. -· · ." · 

The "Marshall Plan'' fo'im11 the· Ju.te!'t climax to the need f1or a· 
plan CJf tl1e jnvadingo srociall.st .society, impOsing itselr on the cupitalist 
J;roductive !or1:e..~. Prech:el)'· becau~ of·· their capitatlat nature, nil 
l'Uch plans can result ultimateh• in nothing else but disruption uf the 
WCJrld ecanomy, increased dri\-e to WDI' and the degrndation o! the 
world proletariat.. · · . · · 
. - ."f!l. -.. the~::·- p~~UdQ~JulO:l'fif!.tfonn! . plS.I!3. of the bOtltgel'b:if', ¢}:.c·' 
\'anguard 'm''C\'ery country and particularly Jn the Unittld States 
inust nim ut preparing the proletariat Cor D. gt:nuin.;ly internntillnnl 
a-:-tiou: workt:rs' contrG! of the main .sourcCH of production, Interna
tional wol'ltt~rs' r:ont.rol of ali mt:tms of tran11port:. an intcrnntium~l 
pla~t· for the 1-econstruction of the world tconomy upon a soclul(t-t 
bA!'I!'. ' ' 

Without· i!Uch ·plans th1: ·proletnrlnt is wcnkcneU l~'{oro t.ht:! · r~tw.· 
tionnry and mD\ignant umnipulntion by the bourgeoisie or:the inhet'ent 
need or th~ product.i\''l fnrcefi to be organized on an international 
sociatii.t baslfl, Abo\'e ull, the \'anguard eXJ;lOSes tl•o worhl-v.ide 
\'OUnter-re,•olutlonal')· t·ole of American lmpenatiam and_ tl1e hnJo--
critical character l'C its E-Conomic "ldft:t.'' . · 

1938. "Howenr. tb~ stalc.iutlon of the banks will produce th~ 
rnorable results onb• if the Alate pow•r itKelf P4Rfle!l completE"Iy rrom 
the hai\dM of the exploiters into the hand11 or the tolletM." 

1947. Only it the nationnUzaUon hlkcN place under the workerP.' 
control of production and the Ptate powtor In the hand~: or the toller!!, '"Ill the s.tntlficntlon of bUnk;~ and other hn.'llc lntluRtriell produce un)"• 
thlnJ!' except frust.r"ntton dt'muralh:ntion and ultimatP.Iy penul labor 
fur the· working clantc, Ti1e slog1ms of \yorkerfl' control or productl1m, 
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'' · · Conclusion . .. _ 
·- :;-::.w.- h~,.p-to:dra.w the ti1e~~et.lcal arrow to the hend. His:O~l."}i 
l'h~wn thut .in moments ·of gt·eat soci~l crisis, !:its fn,rlhes ~~. 
!nil short'- of- the renJity or- the pr~>letnnnn revolutiou. Never WBK. the. 
proletnrlnt -so .. Teady;for the tc\'olutionary struggle, -ntle\'Dr 'Jn:.tia~ 

'· nero·-ft"r it tso" great, never. wns it more _certain that 10 pro e. tftke 
· upheUval, hoWC\'£r long delnyLod, will only tho:! moro certain!~ . ; . 

humanity !orward in the grcnte11t leap forward it has hitherto mudc. 

,:.;&8 

The pcl'lod8 u! l'ttreat, of quiescence, u! inev.ita.b~e de!en.ts a~ 
mero ep!Aode~ in the fRee of the abo;clute nature of the crlHis. W rolb 
llarx In 1851, 

"'Proletarian re~O!utluns ••• c:rltldu themselvet corusbntJy, 
interrupt fhemadvH continually in their own courae, com.'e back to th• 
apperently accompllJJhf'd In urdl!r to begin it afztflh, deride with un· 
merciful thorou~rlln~ the Jnadequacl~, weaknesses aod paltrir.tt~su 
or thtdr first attem,pts, fit-em 1et throw do .... n tbelr adnnary ortly hi. 
order that he may dra" Rl'W' Htrength from the earth and riu IIJ:aiit 
tnore gigantic before tlfem, t«-oiJ "ver and anun from the inde£1n.ite 
prodigfowtn.·~~~~~ or their own alm11, unUJ the situation has been createrl 
whfclt makes all tamirtK haek' lmpolllllble, snd the condltioDS them- ' 
1elveu err out •• ," . · 

Todny from end to end uf tl1e worltl ·there can .be no turn!ng . 
t.ac:k. But t.he democratic in11tinctli nnd need11 o( hundreds o! millions _ , 
(Jf people are crying out• for nn exptC$;aion which only the ooclalist. ' 
revlllut.ion can .givtl. There is no p.;,wcr on earth thnt can IIUppt"e$ them:. -
They will not be _~UJiptes;;:ed. · : · : · 

September Hi, 1947 
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Appendix 
The Political Economy Of 'Germain 

. Go\'et'Illng all economic ccm<:ept'ton~> nre cprtnfn philo,;opbic con
ception:-~, whetlter the ectmomh•tJt are. uware · o( them or not. An1l 
t.oqunlly go\'e11d11g all potlticul tllnccptiOJI:C are etortnin economic .,.on
·ccptinm•. Germain's whole nn:&Jy,:iJ.~ of Ru;o11in is gc.venll"l.l hr an 
cronmnlc analysis. It [s undPrconsuroptionism, 
. lu hi11 Draft 'fheses (InternatiOnal Bulletin, Publ~hetl IJ)' ·the 
Sodnllflt. Workers Party, p. 18) Gem1aln writes: 

"The tendency townrrl ~>trudurnl aAAimilatlon '!Sf undeniable. 1'h'&s 
tendency does not stem from the net>d !or 'internal acccmulatlon of 
carital; that is, lrom auy pu!'suit o( profit:<. It I,; precisely here that 
, the e~~nUal economic ditferenc~ betv.·een capitalist econom)o' nnd 
So\•iet cconomr lies. Tho centrul probleln of aipitahst (>COnomy is 
the problem o getting surplus~\·ulue--that. is to sny, the purilult ·or 
profits (undt.lr t.he capit.allst flyfltem areumulatif>n of_ c:apltnl is the 
capltaliz..1.tivn·of the sc:rplus-nluc; thf~ can be :och!c-:ed:c::!)'· it·:::~l\~
plus•\'tllue ls gotten), But with Soviet (:conomy t-he·btisic: que~:~tion is 

· expanSion Clf production, independenUy of the mlU.ter. of ·profils: (the 
·. ec'Jnomil=t Leontle\', in nn nrt.icle publh•hed Jn 1943, ncknowled~i> that 

between 1!)28 nnd 1931i · the So\':iet ·mr.tnllurgicnl indu!'try opera.ted 
· .at u· 'steady loss and couid not ha\'t> sunivtd and -grown . except 
·Wit,h the he)p or' sUite.' 8ubsldit!S) '· Whereas imperialism coiJSISts~' ~~. 
~entiall)-•'bi' ;Lhe.seurch for neW' ;;pheyeJ; of· capital .investment in ·order 
tCt ·combat the- tendency tOward· a 11tend)· decline in the. nveruge ·rht~ 

·_of profit; SOVIet cxPnnJ;inniF!m look.;· for. souir.c:s . d Triw. materln.ls, 
· !inis11ed · goods, . etc., • independentl)' of the , question of,~ profita, . cim~ 

.cl!dcrlng only the needs of • productiun nnd ·of the plan neil economy." 
· Gerlnain POil'!lesses· the virtUe of mflklng nit his mistakes pow~r-. 
full)' nnd clearly. 1t. is dlffi~ult to see how !t is possible .to inake mol'e-. 
fantastic mistakes than. he concentrntes ii1 this pnssnge, 

The Soviet met.nll~rgicnl lnd1U1tfy operated at 11 loss. All thnt 
thi11 means ia thut :;urplusclubor 'extracted !fom one !!phere of· tho 
cconom}.' w.:u: U.!!ed to bolster up !mother !'phert-. A ~;"~pl~Khllt r.conomy, 
pnl't1C"u1nrly- ccnnomies.thnt nre .controlled. by the state, dot-:t. e."<nctly 
the J;nmc .. thing.· Thera is no ·Epecln!- "So·~ it-t_- virtue'' In thi;:, 'J'he- . 
Hrltl!!h llt&te t.oda)' wlll hn\'e no hc"itation whntev~r ln t'roducing .in 
Me sphere nt n lo!!S iu order to boiAtcl' Guch ovcr-nli purj!o~es ns 
it. ;hn.<~. Germain ohv'u>usly belie\'t!S that today n cnpltall11t economy 
would t<ee a \'ltal industry not gt'PW anti· e\'P.n not survive_ bccnu);e it 
could not show 11 profit on lhe l.>ookR. · · 

Germain informs us that 1'wilh So\•h:t economy the bu.ilc <1Ue11tion 
is -cxpnuslon of product'!on, lnde.uendently of lhe mutter of profits." 
According to this polif1cnl econolnl', SO\'iet eeonom1• ju>:t ha11 to 
produce nnd produce and produce. · 

An Ctonom)' cun only pro!lucc with what U hns. 1'ht! nntiounl 
Production must attcml to the ubl!olute net>ds of the population In 
tile broadest son~:~cj it must renllW the- \\'Om~out; plant nnd then it 
can expo.nd only with whnt. rc•no.ins. Now '1l us in Russlu, it ilL r. 
povert)'•stricken economy functlllnlng w_ithin tho world-mnl'kt.!t, the 
,~;urp!U!I i11 strictly limited. It must pay the worker nt his \'Ulue, it 
cannot afford to f.llY him more. 1'o do F.o wnald lessen the· precious 

·'flurplu!l. And_forthwlth;' it Is in th& grip o£ \'nluo production. . 
This is what ltlnrx taught, thut once the ,Pl"Oleturiat jg humlliutcd, 

clegrndcd, n proletarian, then automatically the only wny or nUsing 
the productivity of l~bor JR by c:cpandlng the constant cnpitul, the 
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E-Urp\v;;-\'<:.iue to re~qulp·its own plant now depreciul!.:d. not b!' wind 
a.nd rain, but in value. And r.o it would· go. 

The modtl of UJIJI!"Opriation, I.e., hy inclhidual privute cap'1h1lists, 
un•loul.ltt.-dly created n certuin nnnrchy or production, p11.rt.iculnrly 
o! the old commercial type of cris'..l!l, ·But the Ua.r.lc r.ontrndiclion is 
in production, not in tlu• mnrkct.t and lie,;; in the,co~traJic.t.i~n ~tween 
the constant expun~ion o£ CDlllt.al nnd the relative dtmmutton of 
Ia.~n·. It ir. t111t the renli2;ation of !!UtJ•Ius-valuc bu.\. the falling rate 
o! profit, i.e., the falling relation of the total surplus-value to the 
total sodul .:npital. Thifi rclntlon -j;; d\.ltc:-mlncd by catJitul em a world 
6enlu and Stalini~m cnn ncve:t• eM:ape it. In the carl)• day~'> it made 
n leap but. that relation soon caught. up with it. ts.nd now it j1; tmpped. 

What ia lhC! solution? It. is not an extended market. If ·the 
world-market for the sale of consumptiota \\"oods wt:re inet·ensed by 
the di!leovcry or millions or !;tan•ing people ..-.·tth goid to pay~ it would 
soh·~ O'lthing. 'fl1e !.OlUtiOO js the 1'4Hting or thfl -productivity or labor. 
l:f capital could double the 1Jroductivity -nf lalJor sr.d make the vust 
profits uf its enrly dnys, there are still vnst areas of the world to 
eX(J!oit. lt does not :1-eed-Russi~.· Thm·e ts China,. India, Latin- ArnC!ric;a.,_ 
Africa. Bl'l. the margin o! .profit is so low that expansion o . .t\ "the 
gigantic scale now requ.ired Is prohibited to it. Hence it stagnates 
and foolish capitalists and Rt.ill more- foolish economists then begin 
to· ;;)Jetulate on •.•raising :the r.tandard· of living of. the worl.:ers _to 
}lNvidc a market." If. capital. had iletJendcd upcm ruislng the standard 
of· living of the workers·.lS a. market, thcre:would l1aVt:liecn only one 
Cllllltalist. nnd he would· not have Ins ted very long. 
, 'Mnii- saw that· productivitY o;~- thC- t->t.~ia or expanding plant 

anJ dcgrndL'li workers ·would -reu.eb a limit. And then .he m!lde n 
tremendous eklp iot-w8rd1 so trerilendons'. thnt. even no\\· .we. cannot . 
gra!=:p it. It was ·made only boeaUse. hi!l specific economic theories 
wore guided .by tho dialec:tlcnt: mnter1alist·.tbeory. lie scltowcd that.- .. 
only by labor itsel!.becoming !rOO could the new-Iuvcl3·of productivity 
he :tchie:ved. For him this could not -1)os.~ibly have been :\ humani-· 
tnrian flower "in the buttonhole o[ natiom\lized property, 1\lnn, OO.u· 
e:tted, trr.ined by t.'tc nchievements (l( capitaliam1 . would rni:l'e the 
productivity of labor by __ reversing the C<lJlltaHst method, expansion 

. ,_,r---r•ll\nt .;~:nl rlrcr:u!Rtinn _nr _ thP_ wr.r_kn1• .. Onlv _ bv the Increasing 
:de\·etopmcut of the ;,-.. C:.rkei- as·.a 'huffinn being,' could the···eaph.ahst<: 
.mu\·emcnt !:~ rc\'e~ed. Burf':mcratic CJ)Uc-ellvlsm, managerial society, 
degenerated workers state,' all can plan to, the Juflt vuamin. Tlu:y 

· can never reverse this moVCJilWit. 
The. whole question of th~ Marxist anoly.sls of capitalist crlsts 

has bean deb.'Lte1l !or man)• years, J,cnin, In }11\Tticulnr, hi debates 
with tho Nnrodnilts nt .the turn of the cent.Ut'Y, and Inter, nftver 
tolurnted any theories wltic.; ·mn1lc the decline of capitalism turn 

·on the reulizatlfln o! SUt'J'IlUs vnlue1.tl!.1 market L'<''-'nomiet.. Now tht! 
t'YJU'I'itmco oi Russia, nnd in •ltB way, the dev~lopmcnt o! the Arne· 
rican. J>roletntiut, sets the seal -on the tlebnte. 

.1.'oduy this Is not a question of theory. The validity of :\lnl'X'd 
the!HR is }1roved by the fueL tho.t every er.onomy Stal!r.lst, American 
and BritU!h !1:1 !need with the J>rohlcm of. th'-l Product1vity o! labor. · 
The workers are rc\•olting precisely agnhut. beh1g made merely the· 
inljtt;uments of increasii\K productivity. Marx saw and stnted that 
thE> mcreaslng degrnrlntlon had JU nfi'lnnut.ivo Side, the htstmct of the 
workel's thcmsl!lvcs tu take. over prtJductlon n.r,d· thus carry. out the · 
pr.J.ctlcal s&lutlo.n of whut he saw theoretlcatlv, This Is the Inevitable 
result of value production, ~ " · 

The incren!le of constant capital noL o'nly degradCJI. the wol·kors 
but muf;t also throw out mllllon~t wh'1ch Jt' r.tust hold in resel've i'or 
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World Perspectives 
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Russian Question 
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The Balance Sheet 
Trotskyism in the United Stdtes from 19_40 to 1947, 
analyzing fh~~t relations of_ the· Wor•en Party and the 
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