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Report_- of Ray_a DunayevS:1:aya, 1Juti0n3·1 · chair•rornan 
Of tfe~ITS ·and Lei.::-~ers· COn'J1.~ttef>:S, to ,the E::;p.--:nc~cd 

· ·:ReSide~t: .Edit~~~ia1 B'?ard Me6ting __ of De_c. 3o, 1984-

c·fui:sPONsiBiiiTY FOR' !•!.z'RXI<lT-HUl1'•NISH IN THE HISTOR,:C MIRRORi-.-
. ) . '; . ; ': . 

1\ REVOLt!TIONT,RY. CI!IT_ICI·L LOOK 

-.. ; ·i{~'- a_-gcliD.~t .th~ ~~·nn_u~'l ·y~a-r.:..edd 'summ~~i~r'-t; c;f_, fh~~;l?.~~i0d 
,·sinCe-~_- _th.e~C!:JnV,ention ~PerSpe:c_ti;~s, .. this _:RE_B mee_tin·g~\'til~ ·f~rs:ti_.·:;eV;iei"?"-· 
>·.'h<)t .T;,e· ·mean b_Y Narx··-~~- Haix_ism, -_othef than .·as ._s.ePa'z:ate' fi:onl. .Eilg'els,!_.: . 
!Ye -~:'~1.1 ·: qo_- __ ~0~_ :.not_. juS'_t fo·r. _this Pei:r;iO_a, ~.but _t:O_: se~ .~hat it -lC?oks -, . 
'1ike in·-:the· his_tor_ic mlrror uhe_n,_ :o'n the_one ha_ild, there. is 1\;a.rl·Marx's 
"net.' H:UniaDiSm" arid; on' the oth9r han-d, fh9re is· tl1~ emergenCe_ of •.that 

. is called -r-!arxisi:-Hurrianism ·for ·our epoch. r.-re" ·call Pa.rt I; UnChaiiling 
·~he Dialectic. · 

- . £B ... Part -I:r:, •.-1e ·• .. dll :·revie•.'l The BiCr Move '-+:o CbiC~qo .·~nd 
how it· ~ffeCts·, thO, ''-~hole ol:gan_iza·tiOri, :r:ela'ting -i.t t_o .thci ~Iarx __ ·c~n:-_ 
tcnar~_ ~-Dll.d ... ,ith a very b~ief viel4 Of thci' ne<N .·type. o£ Clas'ses, even 1£ 
lim'ite-d:_ tO, :the Sylli:\bUS;_ CThe_re • .. lill be a' brief r_eport on finance's 
and the- ·_N&L -Sub-. driVe by ~like_ Connolly- afte·r ·.tiiiS.~ report,. but it: '.is' 
not s·Cprn:·ated from:tile' diScuil:~ion Of the .'..J~Qia_ .. ) - · 

, C; • -, ,, • •"• ' ' • • ~ • - .' .~ I • i 

.. ~.; ...... :'.r:~·· _·:·-.\ .Pin~cillY:-. ·Part I·II .·i~ ·cal_ied._Th~:·Diaiec'tiC~ Of R9Valution 
and of Fe a sOn ..:.:-:·from 1-iarx t.h:Ccugb .th'e pos·_t-Marx_ Marxis_ts- to· Mar:Xis't-
Hwnrlnism OR · ·The _~contin'uity ·and Discont_inuity be-
b·Jeen J\bsolUte r~1ethod and l'.b~olutc I.dea aS. l-Jcf,, -Beginning~~ the .'Ne~.., 
Book ana· ~th8 '\'hole of .-the r.rchiveS • 

. Part l:- --.. UN'CH!: INING Tj~::' I;o!':-~TIC 

The dialectics, of· reVoiut~-~:m is ou.r._ S:W:?.ject __ t_oaaY,·,,· ~.;hich 
1) 'acc-Ounts- fOr' the ·r;-!Vurs'11 of the· title of the ne•·r--book _to "Di~lec
ti!:s- a·f· RavtilutiOn ~nd ·~vor.;en IS. Liberation":_: _and 2) .... /i.ll 'r'emain·_· t,a. 
ine{;sura o.>f ·a __ tt. ,,,o_ l'lav~ · doila~ .. ~1heti1er -thZ't-:b;;·.o_~r l,O~l.:ii ,6·:r·--p~inph'(e~s: · 
or_ :p~per . .__ ari'r1, though it' is_ lmpli.c.it throughout the. r.rchives, it 
··1ilt be_· rocO.rded e:(pli_coitly." . Therefor.e; \-.re' ·~>~ill begin by asking ·what 
~.=,oes _the nis't'OFIC inir_r.or r_evcal ei'boU.t tna· ~oJho1e, _of post-Mcll:x Marxi~m? 
r.nd •Au~i: doOs it' shC:r1 about the i=i:'ulY origin~l~ historic contribU:ti?>n 
of .Mand.st-Humoni_sm? Nr.~turally·, Ha ·>~ill look ut the· TrllOgy of Revo
fU~.iC/,, __ Qut '\'e :.,i 11 t~'kc up not oUly_ .. the _bciokfi bUt ,all the pamphlets 
orl- ·th~c. tnOveme.nt f:i:-om practice from_ 1960 on r Ne\~;s & L9ttars 7 and 
even ~ briof 9l~n~c at the ~rchives. · 

Philosophi'c;ally1 the cOncentration '·d_lt bC orl,C~ap.tejt' 1 
'of philosoohy nnd rtavotution, "1\b'solut:e Ueg~tivity as :t-lew B'9ginning. 11 
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Let 1 s begin by. looki':lg at Jo.iarx, hfi:i.£~1.£,_ f:="o!il 1343 tO '1~~.?: iri 
both. -his relot-ion-shii; t6 a·n0. the Br~r.l~ -~ ... ith 'Hegel. L'=t us th~n · 
look at -Lenin fro::-a 1.9111. to 1923 P:ml •.rhat he en~ounter~n in H~gel 
a.ft~~.-~-- ~Cil?E:e of _31 yea·.:=s.. r~n<'i. finally let u.s look at 1-iJarxist-
HumaniRffi "in ·1953 ·a fte'r anothGl:_ 1<3p:Ee of 30 ye?r·s .. 

: So. f~r ~E- ±· --<:~':'1'1. ·-co'ri(;ern-ecl ~-- ·_-fh-~ ne-•...r.''m'oi!I.ents --in I"'arx. mark ... 
·not merely _t·li~-·J.agt c:'l.eci:'de of his l.ife -- though--th-at -nid _b.e_c;:ol]t~:, 
the t::aiV. to .the 1.930s -~ but~·begin •Ali-th .the very first rrio:ment ·:tri 
tJT?..:r:<_,_ thE! moment _of :'-his .brea_k •:tith c_apit~lisr.r; .its Pioduction, i.ts. 
':~~i.i:u_re:;<it~ i"rnJU~dja_t'e __ Con'ten~ers;;· ;f_r_Om ~L_as~~-117: on:··. -FrP~- tha.t·'_. , .. 
-·~r.:Cciu~i:er-::there·_.~:;as _-·t_hC b_irth Of ?._ ne·•.-t_ co'rit_i~e!nt·-- of· thoU:_gh_t:: ·a·nii __ .Of_.-. 

.. 'reVOi,~t:tOil ~ There·:·._:ici's ~-() --t1m~. ~--£~·~- ~po_.P_ril~-ri~a.ti_O~; that. haO t;o" · .. · 
be __ i~~t,-~~0 :~_.-coli.'ab_o:i-'a,to;;.:-E·nge:l~~-, ~o .. tha1: th~ founde_r: __ c0!-J..1._d _give--· 
his-••1ho1:e ticie' to ·-C0nCret£7.atioil _of-~th<?t nC•..r univerSal:~·---: -hiE 

··.:."ri.e•,;_ H.-U.TUat:is~~" ., . 

r.t too~' l}Othing short o_f ·•orlcl ~i20r I ancl an. 6\ltright be-
tr<'lycol for any -post-Mar:>C j\rjarxist tO feel a compuls:-ion to dig into 

· . .;hat-:·.that. un:~haining" ·of· .the nia'le __ ctic.;_ ·,,-J?s~ _al;t. t'lbout_,_. not only a_s · 
;Cl~s.s oy)p9sitiOn, }?ut ,~Hi !•bsolut.e · :.iethod.. The P.~J..·io('\ 6f. M~~i~-·-s .. __ 1, . 

con<?ret.i?.:ations took AO yei:trs both of '"lritings,· _cl,imnxod )?y_ Crpital; 
cnn _:of -._-oUtrigh-t. revoltltio_~s fro_m 1S4a -to 1.~11; __ a rio of cri_tique of. 
the r~lati.onship_ of :revolution tO org~ili-zation, .. his criti~ue 0'£ 
.!:h.e._:;_o_t.r;_c ___ P.r_o_gE.._a_B.. •Jhen you: loo1c -n~·.;,· .,dig t9~ep tO. th;--O¢~a~~-_-b~--
.l_?'·l_~nrl: y;ou_ ~-'i_ll find. you c~n ~·~im _ _.only i,f_·You never __ rliscount ~he 
c6n_fitarit --retUrn- to -HP.g~l .. · Ye.t·;' ~t~he'l;'e_· "l~~n:-x bro1~c _off '.in h-:.:o:. first-.,_.; 
oTJen~'_c_r.i'tiqu·e __ o'f the ·nege1_inn c1i~leCtiC, ·at P~r~>gr;o.ph 384.,-:*yo~ ,. __ 
Ca·n_ Unde:Cst5nC •··.'hY 1"arx ··:af: CO!'!lp~llccl to. brc_"lk\of£ ~- beCauSe, fir_S,t 
and 'fOremoSt, he hac1 d.iscov~rCO th~t net·/ coritinent of ~tho'u9-ht ~' ~ 
inGepar::"bl.e £rom revolution. The -.revolutiOnary critic-rue i; ·.the 
beginning of ·the Nar.xian ~ialectic .. 

I. cannot rlev~ 1 op this further here.. Th?t ·is .,.,hy I. have 
b:JSought out for,_you t:-o s-ee (.'tcyi"' here inclicc-ted _the <iisplay of the 
full J'>.rchiv:es collecticn) '•'h<tt it took 4.0 years and more to r.ovclop. 
in •:rhich v_oiJ.. ·:11.1 fin-i __ the ~lemcnts that •_Jere present_ even b'ef_ore 

·,!..r,srx•s Mc>~Y.-isrn:'got'. reCrl'.!~t~d. __ T}le ('!Ue.stion 1ve have_ to 1'1S~ o_Ur-:-:-. 
se-iv'es_' i.e:. ~~hat hco-pp~n~r} :irOn\ ton3. to -1914, · concentr~·tfng firs.t ~·an 
Erlg11ls-fl:om 1833_ to ia95, ~she •-?ca busY _populari_zini;,:sin~ei:-~_ in .•: 
,'tf\_i~iti.nl)' __ that; in·· his Ql.:i:Ji.~.-~~f~~£l.e~_I"af-'il~, he· ··rr-s carcying oUt a· 
'be·nuest of 'rtarx_ -- but C\Ctu~tly catting the qrouhC\ for J:_evisiOn 
by~ tho !:;econcl r.t1.ternc-tion<:,-l." · , .. _. 

7\_ncl y~ti mus-t hold. ilt. minn · rhat_ ·,ms hr!Ppcning obje~ti,;.·Ol)i 
in the ''·'oi"-lr1 •-.1ith ,th~ apo~~r~nco of· a na•1 stvgc in prOduction anr:l 
the _organi'"'cltion of "the t'arty 11 , t-.rhile thoec 1\lho listened tO the 
revolution unorg~ni~.en •Jorkars -- as did Lenin ancl Luxnmburq end 
Ele("nOr ·H~rx -- hold oltto tho--~-e_o~l:J.t;.icnl revolutionary acpect '"ith-
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oltt:-:a·ny·conC:e'rn for philosophy. It·took .,n -outright bctray21l by 
:th-e· SecOna·:rrit~rnation-al \:~t -_the onset of ... .,O"r~ct "1ar :r. t?· Compel: 
Lenin .tO '1ook. into philosoPhy.. ·Yet he let no one kno~-~ that- he 'H"as 

_ .epez;tding· .:_time !~ith that my~ tical bourgeois philosopher, thO-Ugh" he 
.--~~:~~-s-_~bY."-~t:hen Se~irig ·an-"altogether nei;.i type.-·of nc·'ITness --- the· _same 
~· tYPe:·_Of'~~reVOlri.tionarY··crif.ique, movemP.nt, .n.evelopment 'in Hegel ... 

· <::_T~at _iS_,- '!hai::-ha_-t..,a.s :.•seeing ·as--he Studied ,f!egel' s.:_s~;-~_I?.C.?. £f.f..P.9:~.£ 
ahd-~W-*_2te in h~S·:phi~os-ophic ·NOt~books;. m.fuo_..,_.,oul.d -beliCve -~tha_t .. 

·this /movement _and- sl'!lf-movernentl· is the ~core· of'Hegelianism, :':of 
ab,si:r;;c·t- ?.rid abstruse· --("diffidult·, _.ab'sU%-d?} =Hegelianism?.~-.;·~-. .. 

·No,.,- Consider_.- .... ,hat· hap,penecl _after L9nin • s c'1eath. •t~hen the 
_Sti:ilili.ia_ts:.misUsed 7·l~arx•.a· revolutiOnary dialecticzl·.critique :pf:' ._ 
·Heg~·l' S" ~ia le"ctic·:. for: fnCtiona 1 pur~oSes ~ This period of. phi1os6-
phic-void -- _<:'l!nd-of.'total:.neg1 r.!ct·of.Hegel.-,and;·l'12rx and L_P.nin's. 
··crit_i~e_ of Hegel -- lc-stcd ail the ··ray from the· ear1y 1920s to 
our' translntfon .. of·- the Phi.lOSCrphic Notebo0k3. in 1949.. nrid· there 
'-"'cS neglect C'l·gain until the_ earl.y· 1970s t;then •_.;e sa·-'1 the publication 
of the..::_.~:t.ll~o l_q:_,g_i~c_:;_i:!,·\··. _N_o_!:_~boo'ks· and of- _g_~i.l~s_o_p_ljy_a_n_q _R_c_'-:o 1. utioz:!. 
The fc• ... 'V"ho do recognio;o;e "'ne·.., moments., in Mae-x and t·Jho are not 
Sta'linists are no''' using theln tO -make MC"rX ;;-pper.~r as <:t., Populis~: 
or-to m2k.e the nC:''~ rnomente appear as ~ tOtal break '11ith •-1hat Marx 

-had--stood. for bJ9,fore th<:"t last ·aecade ... _ The philosophic void •.;hich 
is·. st:t 1 l ccmtinuing no·., mnbraCes ·the~J:(cthEmta_ti_C::a_i ... N.~te~f! of . 
1'-'l'arx-·,. t-th~re f'-'larx made some discOvori~s because he retur:ned_ to Hegel 
ancl._-s()•.t thflt nothirig, absolutely nothing, could be found that •-1as 
neN unless it fo1.lo•·rcd the Hegclinn second· negativity· .. -Here is 
··1ha t Mar:-:: ··1rota: 

"The •-.!hole difficulty -i.n underst2nding the diffe
rentiaL operation (as in the neqafion of th~ negation generall.y) 
lies prec:i.sely_ in seeing ho•\' it differs f;Orn -such_a_s.imple proce-
dure and therefore le?trls to rc<'ll results .. 01 (r-'la thema tic~l Notebookat-
N~'" Par1t Publications, L0:!\"1on, 1983, p. 3) 

No··t look c-t c:> recent essay by. thq very one .... ho._. discovered 
those Not~booK.s anc1 lnbor.orl to trnnslate 600 !?ages -- JllOSt of t.,rhich 
hr"ve not yet 'seen the l.i_ght of a printed p..,ge -- ?n0 you •.'lill find 
thflt the e'ss~y turn[> out to be ?n a~:tac'k on the concept of "nega
tion of the negation" an•l C~ psycholcc:ricat explanettion th~t t'~rx 
used .the term "to plc~Fe Engels on his birthilay .. " 

In contrast, }.ook i't ··thnt •-rd hrv~ rn'.'!f'!a of the OF.!'-" find, 
as •1e tu:in to_ ~owe thing very concrct11- ;...._ the sncond pur?gr;~ph in 
the ~yll~bus for our cl~st=:ea, t.,rhich st;.>~tes! 11 rJe afm to bacome 
practiti.on~rs of the d:l.a loctic<' l m'lthodo1 ogy." TO me, baing cri
tical meens -to critici.?.c .that nirn, too, not bcc:nuso it is ,,..rong, 
but boca use the stress has 'to be not only on methodology, but on 
the :Ida a i.tsc~f, ... ith ful.l recognition th~t thn : bsolute Method is 
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·the:- ;..,aY·to get, there but iF -·not the ~·lace itself• :-There,is.no · 
substitute for the Ide? itself, anc:l. the Ide<:" itself for -this epoch· 
'is· l-1arxist Hum~·nism. 

":;, •' 

-,,_,. ·~:· By_ the :;time ._phi·1oso-phy becelme: philosophy of r~v~luti.On 
"in -'ar..:_· 3Ctuci,l :r:eVo£utiOn·, ,3nd· Lenin'S rie•·J -theory .in: ~a "i:id. ReVo

.. lution ~·-the ·-inte_1.1eCtua 1- ··1ho .didt1 1 t-, •1ant _to becom.a_··a::.l:e\0 lutionary 
· ~nd ·uho .. rema·i-ris -to:.thi.s· day a · g:re~t·-, phi-losophgr ~_,__ ·Lu~~CS·:~-:-
lC.qked-·;~t "that-_ .f:'(;line Hegel,- but -,·!here Lenin:. singled ou_i:, r.tra"nsformo!\
tiO __ !?-- into' o-ppoS"ite r ~~ .. pinpointi'ng :that· as tl_le rna.terial: -ground -:fol:-.. _ --

·philoSophy as ?_cti.on, Lukacs ·chose tctality. ;'\.0(1 by t~1e time 'the 
·;ri~···_1 rev_olution got ~bogged .. d61rln .in _the internatioil~1 _field, the 
Fritnkfurt School. deg~acled cri.ti.que ;so. they -could;_m~ve lJ'-4ay .. from 
Mi.tl.~Xism, ... using thC term ~·critical School~· ,-,only __ in; :·:he sense· of so
C~llcd -ope!I~ a_nd indepon?-ent. ·"pre-t1arxian Ma~x.ism." -, 

~~'!.~;.~.~--s-t:x:~c::t:J-Y.· P~h~~-~~P~:is.~-~-ly_f , ~~e__.2_I]~~"te~n Diale,9t_.(q, 
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~-~ FL'lr from the Big Mov~ b~ing just a change of _location,:· .. 
. •..,hat ·is crucial i.s its relc-tionshil? to what began :the.truly ne•.., 
philos0phica11~P-- -.- the ~~bsolute, -Idea-; in a criticcl ni=!~>~. interpre-

·_:tation:.. That~_is,_~ ,_,e Si.'\ • .,_ .?\bsolutS. 'Ide;;~ not only as: the.-·-.unity of
theory and. Practi.ce -- demanding as that .• ... ould, be and -is __ .:.. but 
as. the PhilOsophic· designation of c;, t·1hole epoch, ~-:hich 11e have 

·.de_L!_i9rinte0_ ;:u•-:the moveinent_ from practice '-lhi.ch is. itself a form 
Of _-theory.- ,IndeeC!.; in- the sc=:nsc --·~hich :r- •.;ill no~., clevclop, ·it. is
nOt-·tha_t·:·re1ationship •o~hich.,-I t11ill concentrate on· first;· 'but. the 
•

11-abst:t:'ac_ti.on 11
' foz:. a tendency_. move that proveS that· the ~·.where" .. ts 

not·, -i~ ·-not, a· mere questidrl of geographic ··1.ociltio"n,' hut a~ inost 
significant pOlitical-philosophic stage in·· the development Of· any 
tende_hcy·, be.~~-nnin9' '.'lith the greatest of·.all:.-- Narx.,. 1844. 

Narx ~I."imaxed his_. b~eak ._,ith bourgeois society. bY.- moying 
.-frOm Germe~ny to PariS and-to. Brussels- anO to 'Engl;;~nd.. In. each 
Cas_e, it meant a ne1•' philosophic development: l)the 1844 Essaysr · 
2) the 1&1-8 Germun-French Revolutions:· 3) _the '.~•Oca tion of· indus
triill England for_ the- completion of Harx' s greatest ~V"orl;;, Capj_tal 
for _ _.,,hich I_:• .. rOuld give t·.,O locations -- for the': Geirm~n edition, 
London 1.867.; for the French ecli.tion, PE'Iris 1872-75 because· that 
edition follo1·ted ·.~here the. Paris Cor.rrnune burst· forth spOntailcouslY 
as the greCltest.· living proof· for I'iarJ-!'; 1 ··7ho I•Tcos' its dialecti~al re
cor~f;r ancl. _su!UJ11ari.zer •. It •fY_et.s. great···als_o in-·its in~crn~tionalism. 
(Indeed. MorX ~-S International ~.,c:s .:itself. a historic. spontoileoUs 
event .from· the ;masses,· sirnul.tuneousl.y •-Ti.th l!iarx's presence as a 
tnember .o£_ an organization-, as recorr:l.cr, cul livin'g historican and' 
't>l'ri.ter-· of c:-11. its manifestos .. ) 

Each histcric-pP.riod 1 not accidentalLy, signifies· a 
-.wher9:and n·~~ho,--_ for, by not _being just a geographic. location 

but ·a ~Philosophic break, .it is Personified. Each sigrlifie-s; :Js, 
you ,can see ·from the drttes 1 a .,,hen: and, -most iml;)ortant of· all, 
a -~ ... r.nr:'! th!]t ·t.rhnt ·is not only C\bsolute l-'fethoclology, as crucial 
as._ dialectic method is 1 - hut kno•1ing·. thC~t the nb_solute Method is as 

-grecot: and al1-perva.si'\re as ·it is ·because of only c.\ne thing: THE 
IDEA.-- .,·~hi.ch for our- period is I-iarxist-Hurnanlsm~ So, yo~t. see..
those four little ns for t.-lriting !'!§ stories nre not a technical 
matter. 

.~ra ·..;ant to--consicter ·hero, ho··:o-..ro::::, nct·.just cur c·~n Big· 
Move,. bnt the •:ho"le, revotution2ry hum?n ·developmen-t. from Marx 
..,nd Lenin,· t"s it took pl~ce on -u.s. soil ... 'Thot means to ·look at 
tha move, for examp1e·; in the 1920s .. of the Communist Party from 
Chicauo hac1t to "Ne'•' York ·and the CCNY boys~" The revolutionary 
1-1id·u~st inc1.ul'leil averything from "Bloddy- Kan~as" to Chicago • s Hay-
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r."~rket. ..e cnn see ho·.• noli tic~ ·-·r;o~ very 'rn.uch ·?or~r:mcJ.izec1 ... _; Tbc 
l':'tOVi?! bi1C1':' to N~"~., Y<'Jr1 :: ··::-? ;,.._rr-'!~1. bre;'\1-:. ·d.!:h the prolet~rian, revo

·-llj.tiOn.?ry_ hir.tory in 'the- u.r. .. -·:.... -•hl}tht:!r·- th<=!t be ·r::bol'itionism vs 
John· BrO"'n·~ c:cfhler1 ·it in :c~n~i's, or •!hat CannOn "r~Presented· .thP.i:'e, 
ol:--. __ the-;relatione-hit.J- to• the innu:=:trial· ·roV01-utionary: proletc-riat; _ 
("!~ nP.P.n· both'' ·.•ith the·-:r~,._! ~nrf·· '!:J'ost~r-- eP r-ePree:entc!t"iVe of -the: -1919 
Steel Sti'ikiL· .;:.· ····,,···· 

'-;h~t hnbpene~ '!hen· .·-re ·fina.n .. y· ·necirlP.r'J tC'I break •,•ith -Trot
sk.),.ism once anfl f.or p].l_ -- noto"·tc .... ving ·it- <:'S just.·a noli_ticnlt.-" 
thesis, b!!t·mc-,cing it-<:' ne.·.': r~lctionship' b~b·eP.n fcrces -Of'r~v.olu
tion? -·Our choiC~-- of a·· location of -J:>OE'siDle r~volution~ry- hc'?neii
ings inclllrlerl_ the rP....:~;~r.-minEtion_ o:F. ·-·h~t; revoh.ttio.nary .joll:i-l_lalism 
i~ -i'l-11 e~bout--.. ·You alreariy kri.o·-.r ho··.' ··rc·. stuck T?ins in- a ffi?l."_ to· rnal:-1!.;: 
al1. the mcony. ~.i:ff~r~nt influstrial ·loc;:ot·ions_: Chiccgor Pittsburgh
Test Virg.;_nia (st~~l. ?~il.r1 conl ··•-2re ··cont=:i~P.rr:,rl on("!); D~troit as· the 

11 n~·J 11 CIO; ~ny-,'her~ but Nc·,r Yor"k.,- ... _,hich. F.tooD for ~illetantist 
intP..l1ectuali.!'m. D~troit ,,,on out heccuse it ans·,:crcc'l the concretP.
r-Tu~stiC?n_of o r~voilution;}ry: piolr.t~riC\n forcr.. :I:e:=!~y· to uncle·rtake 
rP.:f;'OOnsibi·~ity' for. such c pr.Jper. (:-',t'•_'th<it time the erlitOi: ·,_,cis riot 
~-h.J~ ·_Bl~c1~ oror1uction~•.,.o:rk~r,. though Inniqnant-'Hcort h~c'!- ~lready ' 
bP.P.n prO"CiuCerl, bUt -thA •cJhit"! ~kill . .,.f? Pro1:Ctr-ri?.n; l:t ·-raS· onJ.y 
a-fter_ th~ brco'k-:-up o'f' the John~on-Y?or~F.t-'t'enc'le:lcy thrl't, _the er.itor-
ship became- ·•hite ~nn Blnc'~-:.-.) ::·-

In ·-thP.· 196C.s .Detroit r~m<"''incO .alivP.· 
~ esPecial~y· in_· 1963 ,.rith ;'\rnArican· civili:'-ntion on-:TriP~l, throug'h 
to ·1969 ·and the Bl?ckht~d Conference· ?n·n o·~r !c:;;;;r;,., ~-~r .. ibe:i:"ation · 
Confcr~nc~. _That y"!nr hrought al~o n ·ch<"'ll.F~ngc· frow~·~thc. so:-cal·tec:, 
intelleCtual· youth, :rtichnr(1, ·1ho ··liH" cm;··JertJr":- in ·-our 1.96.9-:..bul·leJ:_in 
on '1Thc Nc··mns~ ofCU"r ~hiloso~.:~hic-'l:'h~oretiC · ContributJon~·-~;,.,hqn_; he 
rAfuscn to recognio:-:P. that 19(";9 ·rnf: not 1968 2nr1 r""v~~led ~ tC'Ital 
misconcention of .1ParYist~I-!UM"ni~m itF.;Plf':, as·. if-th~·. Left pcr~oni
fiec-l ... hy J-.!~rcusP. t·J~s thP. samq ty'IJP. o:J; intercrntation.: of th~ HP-geli
an dia.lect.ic aF: 11Prxisi:-licmt1ni'sru. It 'TetP i:hP.n -for- thr:!··firet time 
thCtt·· it' -b~c~r:;.l'! clni-tr ·to_ mo .th;,t :lt --.. ~s 1.ona paRt th~ time -:Jhen: ·~·e 

.could liv'! on thn· 19'33 r .. ett,~rs ori the r'hf"olutC ICl~o=t •!ithout __ ccin-· 
crati~ing ·•hnt· iF: 'in Hag•1l. hili:"!Snlf,· ~·.•hich non<" ·hi-c=t Clan~ ·bcfO::i-e·, ··not 
evAn 11;'JrJ-r -- hi::;t:oric concrt:!ti·-·?tlon, that_ i~ .to s~v' ·canci-eti'""<"'-
tiori not _j_~:;::t~~o f __ ,~h:-,. hi ~~ric p!1 ri_c_r: ,of .eJ_the.:r; __ liP:S.e 1· or r-r~ r-?:_2..~ ... 
J..._enin : J:Ju Ll?.f:....E.':l-~ .E.e.~-~o_;_l_rl ___ ,!ar.J..I~.P-~.Fi.~-:_ ~ 

·5. th t:h'!' public<': tion o.f Phi., osophv ~nn n~vo lut5 on, osOe-
ci~tly ch,:)~ta= 1., 1n 1:17'3, t. ,,y ~P.~~:i.nr..;,--o--;~")-;:s-itc qo ... 1!! ~ua.·'k:nly 
f'HTIP-rq(!•-1. C1nt'! conce:rnnd thC" r~-aP t<~b tiehmt;!nt ·-of -.i'-'nrxit:t-Uum~niE"m in 
N0.• ,. York, thn cultUt"i'lll ccnt~r of the u .~ ~-, c'nrl ·-the nP.P.ri -(or u~ to 
spro;,r-1 hnycin~ th11 cont"lnn~ ·of: :c- t:nn..-1oncy. '!:'he othn.r ·concernnA PI 
r~turn to Chic\\gO ilB the "origjn" -o£ lF~hor rtnrl n,_;;,ck, ond focus 
for •o~omcn and youth, nnf"i by no mc?n~ only ~s origin r.ince high..:.t'cich 
has no • ahiftr·.,-~. thn cnntnr n ·•rty fror.~ ··•hct •.tas tho CICI ·P!nCt the U" ·r: 
f'lrstroit.. I -f.ir!"t })roach~~ the n-u~~t-i.on of cstabJ.inhing ~ nc·,_. local 
in Chicrtqo to Onnhy in l97fi, ?nrl '"!.on ;avl Tnrry volunt:t"!f1rc0 for thO 
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The next step ~s the 1.970~,. •-·e=e coming to ·~n enc'l, •·1ith 
,the . ~rx cefltenary on the horizon _;ne: Denby n very sicli Jl'tan, "j n
·valVed: t•,ro n~cisio'ns.~ 1.) t.hc cYo~n~ion of N&L fro:n .,n_ 8-pager_ t~- ·n 
.i:i~pa·ger ,· ~·;-J.tri ·Euge·ne- cOining· t·o the· cent-;;;-to b::!Cor.v1 ·r.,anag"·ing E"c!i
:t~r~·-__ : ';ailc'f ·2) _ tli'c ·Bf~dk ·Oib.ensio_n·,·_ in the· person riat'uiilflv c"f -Dci_:lby,. 
nee::~ing· __ 'no_t t6: 6-id:iy tlic'_.-~,h'olC· -responsibility: for_ his cOlum-n;· -c:lrid -

·_.thUs· ~-s'king · t.OU tJ··comr3 "to'- the ceriter-<tO.- t~ke reSoor.f:l:·ibi~fty "for 
·some of -~hi:!rn' aft~r De_nby ·h.;d.:--c9m:;>let~a -·p~rt II of-jilr:Jiq~~rt~ -- ·- . . . - ·- . 

The qholc concept of the 1990:=: .,-s the· 't:~-~-il tb 1\•hich ''the 
18RCs ba_r) p_ointerl •1a_~ involve0 in oe"nby' s _yccy t ... st corresPonde-nce
-~ftc:z:: ··-~-~ c~~Ple_teii :to~.?' ~UxembUi~..:L.o.El.Cn ~<:i~ __ I!.iD£,.;:,:t;.i..Qn ·ana Marx' S· 
_g_1;!_:Ll_o.~E.:Iil:Y~o:F. ~~-lution- a!l_Q ?S. ,.,e···~Je·rP. .. ,_,or1::ing ·on _the· ·?rnP.flCied -._ ··_ . · 
"C'"Onstitutiori. "t'he.•..;h0le strP.ss Of the ne'•' on 1-sloc"!<. Dim6nsi6n,-····.>hi~h 
"IP. ·ha'it-'hP.P.n ~-1or1d.ng· out ·_in eve:Cv pw;1:icatioii -since our birth·,· ~·1cs 
-seen ii?- the pa'l:-~grrph I. han. . eClc1~0 · OUring ·the- centenarY tOu:C, ··.>~hich 
Df:'nby ~~e?E<'1~_ed _i~ the verY last· co_lurnn he· '·'rote and •1hiCh •-re in
cludeD in the In·M~ffioriam issue, Dcce~ber 1983. 

r s ·-ie _·./inn up this· section on the Big Jviove, •·te are look
ing at it not oniy··as ·soffiethfilg paSt, bUt ·c;s .an iricl.ic~tidn ·of 6Ur 
P_erspCctive~ for the YA~r 1935. . It --~ho~.;.s ,.,hy, instea0 ·of ·-aealirig 
.,,ith all. .siY cl.?r.:_ne8, I •:lBnt to single out ·o~hy ev-en totality df"!les 
nOt a·ns•1er thn: CTUCflti·on.. l"t C'nS·;~e~S· it ·only ··1hCn the Z:bsol.ute :rnea 
.(o.r· _E._iiy t:otalit'y}" becornes'·.a .~e·!.2_D...i.l.ginn.iricj. TJ::e ne'"' begi~nillg can 
start •·rith the fi::.·st~.leCtur"e, Hn•·r to Begin 1-.ne•J, i.£.•·:e do-not :leave 
out the truly-"Nci·.-, oUr uninue contribution to uncovering the ~till 
Mir;£ing Lin~~ --. ~-fLq!:l:l.Y-· ~~0ing the concr~t~ UniverE"al. cos tha_t 
still. misDing link, th~ .!?oJ.itical-~hi losophic- Lett0rs c'o not mean 
,"politicali.zation'" only, but the _2hilo_F<.?.P.hic qx:_o~.£..t1!..9: of the 
pol.iticalization. (Her~ ::tPiy:c> rcf~rred espcci.::ally to the very first 
~-Jeek.ly Pol.iticcoL L-1:tt12r of ; pril,. 1961, on the 1?rcliminr:!ry State-
_rnflnt on the crisis over cub:Y_, the Day a·f Pigf"' .. } _ 

Th?t, in turn, sho•:1::r 

•·ihy I single out the second lectur~ on Black Consciousness- Th2t 
element -,~s c~rt..,inJ.y throughout hist:ory, ~nn. ,.,~s recogni:::-:ed by 
revolutionaries -- <':'nd yet i.t was seen concr~tety af' fully philo
sophic only in 1957 bec~use it ,,,~~ only thQn th~t .. ,~, nne'\ ··1e clone, 
singled out the: Iiontgomery Bus Boycott n.ot r:nly :-s n ne•·! stage, but 
CIS '"here tht:! J3lack C'ICtivity ··1as in 0aily- !'cszion ;1nc" bore o":lrnpari
son •.fith the P:ori~ CoMmune. 

It is out of thi!:~ th~t 1•](! ·-mr::!: able I·. r-' 

·_.:; ~van b~for<.."' Chaptor l of .r_hilo~...9.I!hY. ~no R~volution in 1.973, to ·rai·SC 
the rru~etion of •,·hot ~ubjcctivity me e-n~ phil~OO"?hlca lly, in that 

- 19G-1 editior:. of !'"'arldP.r.t r<nil Freedom •·dth it~_ nc·..,. concluc1ing sec-
tion on "T:•'O Kincl'v~~-df~~bj~c.:tivity:" ~-TA hcvt~ finc>l.ly see-n thet-
_theory ann. philosophy ~rc ~ the c~mc. It i~ p)'liloPophic<'~lly 
that"t•;o kinclf" of suhj~ctivity"becomcs groun~ for that plunge into 
puths untro,.:;clen ~vnn by !-f.arJ: e:1.r1 Lenin. 
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~he ~ig f.iovc .. no·! has to vcnturn into. -~:~Oan~ing ph{lo-
_sophi_C .fut:ures _by reli~vin.g Eugera o£ ~ol:al organi;.el:_Ehip in. Chi-_ 
cage to :·io_rk '"ith r.,r.:: on t:le'·" OrgaD.ization~l aspect~ C?.f-. philos.OphY:t 
-.Tl!i~. _relea-ZP.'!J .Olga -.for _t· .... o_days _in .the va·n Bu_ren _of-fice" .. _ ~ J\ri._d. UD.
derl:tne_~ __ _th'e_ .need ,_for _Lou ,,..to __ a __ S~ume: _co~oi-ganiz-t?·rshiP -·reSp_Onsibili

: ties _in·¥th~ ..<~:hicago ._lo_~a\,_::-~-~~herc:.- th.t=! Bla<7k clim~n_sic~- ~S. 1}io _ ~l'it?o.i:
.tunt,. but L_C)u_' ~_ .. \tJOrk 1,,.ill., by. no- means bP. liMited _to Bl._ac'k ._di~~n-:-. 
-S;iol:). •. ,T:lc-ther,_ -~li -_the-~concrete necisions are Part a·;._•..r_OJ:.ki"ng _Out 
'th2!t._PhilOS6pllic;; Phrase •re nO"T use: r~Voiution.:..in~:Pe'rm~nericP- as 

'--g~ou~~ fOr .organiz<",tion .. 
,._, 

. _ _ _ _. _Final.ly,_ '"'(! errive at Part _III ·hut /there/ tOOl process 
_--i's~_quintess_enti.~l:,t_a··~nclel:-s_tand ~.,hy I do_ not- st?._'r_t ·~ith wha.t _ _.:r:. · 

_: ::-Lhpu9'ht. I ,,,oul.~ _.:.._·the four_ partS of .the n~'" ·book~ ·:giviiig _··_us<mUch 
.of· the :nctu<:ll co~tcntf: _.of th~- '"hole.. x'nst~an_,, the Inti6ouC_~i;on_/_ 

; _oyervie,_,, -~·hen tal;.en·, page hy_ l?age, reveals -~~cl coriccint_.rrtes o.z:t .. ,the 
h-·h~le because the .,~hole·_no·.;~_ ·_:ts not. juEt ·the ~"'.bsolUte N:ethod; ·b.ut. -
thF! T·bsolute Idea itSelf and .its rconcreti7.C'Itiori. ~f: 1'isrXiSt.;..HWn2o'n-
isr.a 'Ctnd cS Ne;;JS ~n~ !..P.:tt"!rs Cormnitte~~ .. · · 

. Second in tho: precess 'is 
Seeing tfle -missing _phil<?S_9:Pl~.ic humc:i of_ the P.oli.~ica_i-Phil~oophic 
,L~tters cs more then politicali~~~ion .. 

'!'h:i.rrlly, thc.conscauerice 
in a sing~e ::-trge like th-e , :PtJL·~ :.o¥oU1cl_ no.•:,• ·of jamming up tot~lity 

become the path t,., ho,,• 
,contribution once 1973 

to .begin anc•,1 -- _alld sho··r. thnt a_s our uriicue· 
~u_~TJ\ar_.ize-~ cl.'! the ne·.,· pc-s~:Lons and forCes ... 

' . 
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Part :III-~- THE DIALECTiCS OF REVOLUTION l'ND OF ::.:rn;::.SON'·-- fro!n 
M~-=x thr~ugh- the ·po·;t:-r1?.rX Z..Iarxi.sts to Marxist-Humanism 

OR 
The Continuity and Discontinuity bet'l'leen 1\bsolute Method 
an_d 1\bsO.lute Idea as ~e''' Beginnings: The Ne'"' Book and 
the ~-lb.-ole 7\rchives. 

_. . . . The dialectics of revolution are manifested in ~he ne••! 
·book whose title_ has_heen reversed for the clclss-lecture to '"The 
DialectiCs of ReVolution and ;iomen• s Lj.beration. u Fr.oin the :rntro:.... 

· Cic.ctioniOvRrv:iew of thCJ ne•_,, book, here is ,_..,ha-t ••Jas man'ifested: 

The four pal:ts of the ne,., book, as eXpressed in the Intro
duction and overvi~w· are· actually the various stages _of the dialec
_tics of_ revOlution. It is that alone ·which explains~the essence 
of_'v.tby;· for.that final lecture, ~.,e- insisted On tuining around .the 
title Of the book; begir~ning not. •>~ith women • s lib€:ration but· with 
th_e dial~ctiCs of revolution .. 

Take each page Separate1y. Begin t'iith the "'tery_ first para
graph o£ the very firs~t part and see that the very first sentence 
states .thcit \o1hat is new is the epoc:h. ··-7omen 1 s Liber~t:ion _is ·one 
manifestation. Rather thail r.TL, •othat charC'cterizes. the epoch is the 
movement 'from oractice that is its~J.f a form· Of theo-r;y. tt:hat- same 
-par~g~ap~·on the firSt page challenges a11 phi1oso~hers not just to 
. __ c_ome up to ';;rhat.- the masses in mot:i.ori discovered. but to ·11ork out 

the- riew 'stage ·af· cognition.philosoPhica11y... :i:t is only_.the second 
parag'raph that names th9 ne•11 unique feature of this epoch'. s r-16men • s 
Liberation-Movement .. :rna ~..,.orQ,~ 'first comes-_the ne1.'11'ness 6£ the 
epocl1,~ second cOmes the newness of today• s: ~~1L in naming- male chau
vinism a·s the culprit .. When the vie•-1 is extended not alone in t_ime 
b~t _in __ the !Jlhole _of human development ~>~e find once again _that we 

_-can move nof.,here _f.,ithout Ma-rx_ and his discovery- of a ne~"V' continent 
Of -thought and revoluticn.. From then_ on, you could never separate 
thought· from revolution.. n.nd you could not reach a ne111 stage of 
cognition Nithout a revolution .. 

Put briefly, :·iomcn • s Libe=ation is 
. the first dialectic of revolution . .,hen it is relation -·- •\Then it 
-comes OUt Of -- the Ue'" epoch i.tself11 Which •He declared philOSOphi
cally _to be C'l m~vement from practice that is itself a form of theory, 
and absOlutely inseparoble from revolution.. It is .those throe ele
ments --·the ePoch, the philosophy, and a ne·~ force of revo1ution -
which •o1e and we alone named '!.rhen f·te sa•.'!/ -;-.-JL not only as Force -but J:'S 

Reason~ 

Th::!t leads at once to anothe'r insep'lrable -- a second de
termination of the di~lcctic --- the Black Dimension. That ·second 

.moment, ,.,hich, of course, had a presence chronologically from Marx's 
day, was discoverd by us al~ne as the 1\mericail 'i:-oots of Harxism in-
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sepnrabl.e from i\bOlitionism. It .vms this ,.,hich :for the--_ first;~ 
time, in 1957 ·in t-1erXism end -Freedom, final~y enabled us ~o ~ 
Marx•s ne•l7 Hurnonism as· ~tr.:r:xlst-Hu.."n..~n::.srn in. the. 'C'nitG~ States, and, 

: indE!ed,· __ to<r.irst name our goal: recugnition that .along \'lith tl).e 
establ-ishment __ of _the'"7'.mnrican- r_oots goeS the~ 'lorld concept of 
Humani-sm--as specifiC3 lly marking &".lr -~g~. · 

You see ·-11hy it is 'SO -difficult to pinpoint the dialectic
cf_-:-r6v6lutiori,. si:rigle it out,' concretize it, until. you have both 
t.,Orked· out, the .logic- of- the Self.-Thinking.·-Idea and' had ne·N·-·revo
.-lutionary forc_es-- ~"lho: ··tished tc' take- responsibi l.ity ·for it·.. C_1ear
ly,. as:·.the 1949-50 Philosophic correspondence sho,.-1, ._the··_elerrients· 
.<.r~ere ~Jl.ere· eyen hS:fore- I . .,orlced out that logic to be the ·m~vement 
from practice< in. the May 1953 Letters.· three ye<'!rs ·later.. It was 
that· movement from- practice •.·lhich- first burst :forth.-si~ HeeKs 
la_ter-;_,_on·June_ 17, 1953 •. So it is· both. thought and revolutionary 
forces ··.4hich' fj_na 1.1.y unite. responsibi-1i ty of' both- ,_.,orkers <Jnd the 
xe'\·olutiona_ry intellectuals (and not by _just -listing fOur instead 
_Of One force, though that is an improvement, but by_ '·IOrking· OUt 
the, uni tv of the two ) . 

No~ take T?age 2 of the manuscript and you.- find that ,..,.hat 
,.,e hnve there is the birth of-· a •'lhol.e ne•-..r •·torld, the Third ~·lorld, 
comjng from the national._ 1iberi"tion_movements.; l'~nd no•i1 you~have 
to ask yourself 't!hy _:r. saicl· this' collection O:f 35 ye~rs' O:f:_-Nl:-itiiigs 
is:·.not- presented._ chronologicnl!.y. ·clearly; I ·-ianted ·each· PaZ.t ·to 
be _a_: to:tality, but .. e'\"en that is: not the an-st•'er, because •.-1e can 

,get there_.cnly t-rhen totality' is -a ne•·J_-beginning and ·:that 'ne•·r;.bl3:-· 
beginning· is- in· Phi losoph,Y. ·. ThS.t is why even ;.bsolute -Nethod is· 
hotv-- stressed. as only the"roc>d to" the 1\bsolute Idea. niid the :Idea 

. is Marxist-Humanism. 

-~-"hen •·Je. nnmed l"'.ll the forces, tl1e Youth especi.) l.l.y '"as. 
·JJ deaignation--_that. •'las not_ limited by class .. · This rc2ching for 
.. the future .~·las -the Promethe~ri vision that Marx be~ueathed to.-us. 
That bequest_ is n .Q.~~?:..'f..'!_nct. just for rnef'~~!_l?-q- up to. hist<_?.~, 
but for conc.t;_eti.;-d.!J_g_~1?.!:.2.lut~I_c!_~- for· one 1 s o·v-n_~· You cannot 
step- over historic -barriers even -'•lith a __ "Promethean vislr"~n. Marx 
had stopped· in his ·Critique of the ·a~gel.i.an Dialectic at part'graph 
384 ,in_R.l.!_ilosophy~q_; 1-lf:i.nd_becC\USe- it '-tas his age that m?de ~-con
c:i-etize'ltion of t:he 1Hegelian d.ia lectic, and thP- di~covery of a· '.->thole 
na''', continent of thought anrl revol.ution ·..-r<"'s the tas'k history assign
e-d -to· him .. ~ It is ~"'-hcob.:tc !iind-.ns acticn, ns tr;;nsfor.n~tion of 
rea 1.it~{ .. 

Not;r t~ke pag~ 3 cf the tnCJnsucript 8ntl see that "someh01>~'' 
both Black dlmansi.on and the old radicnls suddenly come together 
in·· embryo _as tl1e problems of the rorld ~i'<"lr II periocl. 1\nd,. of all 
things, these pageR .nre from an orgvni~ation document. HO'•l_ abso
lutely;~necessory it is to uproot nll the ol.d so that· Reason as· 
the no:.~ c:onscious'ne·s~ and the_ r'?volu_tionary _ for.ce_ as th€; ne1..r con-
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sciousness comr~ise the second·· di~lectic of· revo-lution. ·It-~ is 
only then -:-:-. pa<1es ~1 an~ 5 -- thr!t I fir!?t _nuote the ne•11iless of 

.·J'ornen:'s Liberation in _our o·11n epoch by eructing from.nosa Luxeiriburg 
<:iome'ri•~ Lihor~tion ·and·ir.tarx's Pi·dloso~hy of ~olutiori:; ·fl.-11.-:o£ 
,th.i~,; these :-_t·"o moments ·.of the Qialectics of- ·revolution,_- .-is· ·in 

-~ -!?_ru..:t I ·of--the .ne~1. bOok,; e.nti:tled· ·~~lornen,. Labor a·na :.the·--BlaCk: Di~--
. !:!en.S_~on .. II ~-Yet ·even th'at;·. _even naming:· mora :-·than -on~ ·-forCe. of ·rev~
lution, __ crid _even .. not;. __ fol:lo_wiD.g the chronological: ·order does .:not 

_really co'~Ter reasoii axld r9:VOiution,-~the very·· heart of -.the .M.arxian 
dialectic. · :···· · 

.- . . ~art ·II "T{evolutionaries 7\J, l'~ _:.:_\begins on page 6 and 
_hit's_~us turn from our epoch to_ the· firSto Rusaiufl Re,,.·olution in'-"-l905-
190T, ··1hiCh already inVolv:es the_ Third :rJOrl.d even _though there •ot.3s. 
no such designc-tion then. It is out of. th~t, too. that'',..·JL as -
Reason as .. •-Tel-1 as .. P.e:volutionary. Porce"i.s- born'=out· in •-1h"'t ,i.s ne·~~~ 

the 20th century. revolutions, ""hen_ that-·th,ird .dial.ect::.c of 'revolu
tion- -w··. masses· in motion --~-_transforms ·rea1.it'y anCJ-extends--East 
into l?e·c_sia. 0age· 7- nuot~s ;::\nd SUIIlm~ri:!es th.~se_ neYJ17_ forces as 
they appccr in Chaote:r: 9 of Philosoohv· ;:~niL."RGvolution. 

·- - · -- · · --- · ---···--·-;- r ... ,e~s:-asK:ed 
by Eric-a. at i:he .firRt: claS·s· ho''' it •ras -tha·t-·the- class to1a5 as1ced · . 
to read ·Chapter_ 9 for tha·t -lecture •,dthout firSt- reading· ChaP_ter 1.·,. 
-~.·~heri:~:t;'h~d,_.i'l.·.,~yB ins_ister:Lth.at one: cou1_d not -se~?Jrate them. _:The 

· ;:ons• .. ter.,i::::, that by no··, the aUdience' foJ:; these cla'sset== -is supP6RB-d 
to kno·<~ Chapter.·l-of.·p,~;cR from-l973·,w---irliie~d,:_.know.i:t:?IS it ··?as 
anticipated.ohil .. osopilically in 1.96tt_ •·rhen the ne•..; chapter·- on. :v.ao's 
China added to N&F focuserl en "THo ICirids. of sUbjectivity"-,.- If.' 
'trJe·. sti.ll clon' t knoT.,, .that, Y•Je have a lot Q= catching u-p to_ do~ 

.The f:ourth djalect:i.c, .thus,._,is·the return to He9-el :... __ and it-·_iS 
~.no~·.ac·cident that -it::· is. here that ,.,e auote 'Gramsci:.'s :statemen~ ~n 
Cl.iat~citics as "Kno·,~ledge ·ar~·~- tht::refore action •. ~··--'" 

Part. III -- "Sexism, Politics an--1 R~vo1ution Japan, 
Portugal., Poland, Chin~, Latin 1\merlca, the _U.S;. ---Is Thei"e a_n 
Org;;~ni?.:ational 7-ns•·Jer?~' -- begins on -page A~ I del.ibcrately 
don't ansi.rer the f'l'Uesti.o:t there bec?.use the person -really asking 
fhe_- ~~::;tion is not I 1 , hu~=: Sheila~ no•·1both;;>m -- 2nd she thinks. it 
is a.,o~e~tion C\gainst--al.l_"·r ... arxists., and that Org8nizing Idea is 
all •-1omen, ''hen in truth she is only- exprcssing.Lenin 1s 1902 con
ception: n•-1ithout an organization.:· ... " The ri-fth dialectic,· on" ·the 
contrary. is, that ·•-1i thout revolut-ion-i n-pertilaneilce as --gronnd for 
orgcmiY.ai;Iort 1 it rloe~:n.' t make any riifference.- •Jhether you have an· 
organio:o:ation or· not·, you t,dll. -fail~ 

· ·-'t'hat is '•rh<-1t you- le~rn on page 9, and you loarn ·it~ by 
se~ing .Marx. in 1.81\.4 is the- only one ~-,h.o· then posen "feminism·" 
in a _,Jay- _that meant someth-ing· as. the J'lfanr·roman rel~ti.onship ~4hen 
yOu have revoluti.or:~in-perrnanence aR inrl:J.viduc-1 dev~loprnent as 
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·.,.,ell as universoLdcvelopment end not j\.l.:.:t· as -the_ory. r,nd that 
means ·-a ne'~:humanity, 2' neT•I human stage, a ne~., human person;· every-

: -··t~-~~g_ •. Sin_ce ~YOU cannot anst . .,er .-it th~t -•-'ay yet·; 2nd 'si:nce all' the 
·'ramifications of the _·Marx-ian ·aialectic. haVe ·not manifeSted ···thetU:.... 

selve·s yet_, pa-qei~. -·io and- ·11- rE!-miii:d :~oU "'hat ·the half.;...Way :·dialectic 
meanS~-- ·even if ·you are as great. aS 'Rosa Luxemburg·, -~~en'-if- we ·-a·re 
talking about the 'unfi...l'lished Latin .r~mericari Revo l.utioriS, -even- 'if 
it __ ·i_s the ·unfinished ·portuguese apartidi3risrrio. It ~e.an:s .you I.t';;,v.;: 

-·not -grasped what you_ think .yon· kno•·1 ;very wel1 _.:.:the ·-._.,hole ·~estion 
of· obj~ctivity as unseparated from secOnd negativity. ·· 

".-.It-_ is. ··PC!rt :r.v, "The Tr<!il :·to ·-ttie 19805" ,--.•t~hiCh beginS on 
page 12, where '·""e meet the sixth 'ana rina·l· dialectic ~ the n'eed 
for_ a- ~ot~l uprooting, incl:~ding. that·-; of .the. farni·ly ... 

N01-1_ \'latch. the ·pi'ocess: ho•.1 Marx comes t'o it \..rhen he 'be
come.s .an "eco_nornist." 1 and hOt.,' it is ::-eflected in this p<::!rt • Page 
13 _deals •:1ith ·the Grundri:sse and •·Tolnen, and it .is there. wheee Marx 
bec~me.the Marxian type of ecOnomist by returning to Hegel and' re
stating. the 'super-Hegelian expres·sion: "n.bsolute mOvement of bi'1_; 
_cOming .. ;, -

·.·Page __ 14 there:fore stres-ses all over· 'aguin that unlCs.S .,:, 
critique· mea'ns the c:citique of l:111 post-Marx r1al:-xists yOU haven:•t 
U:lderstoOd_. the ·Net"l .... ~th 1-1hich z..;;rx i.nfUse'd criticrue and. which· led 
to his ~~J~noloq.; c'!1 NOtebookf!_.· · :rt .is ,onl.y on· page- 15 tha~ ~-e have 
Iiet~-.'fo'rxns of cognition ·so. that by pi'lge 16 :r come to.- the-· meaSure· of 

·-, ·ev~rything:- 'the.-co.ncrete UniverSal aild the. )?redict;;i.on ~f l:e~_c;>.lution 
first in a back"'~rd land ... 

·-Pnge 17 points to ·the. Marx Centenar}""' as 
de~anding of u's- not jUst a. grasping of his ;•notes" (i.e. the Eth
nological-Notebooks), bUt.:cm asking of oU.rselvCs: ~:.rhi"t ne,..,. points 
iirl Marxist-Humanism· achieve fer this epoch? Ho•_..,..· fares the con
crete. Universal !'Jhilosophicnliy? .-.-.fuat hilve the ne·1 live-·forces 
chellenged.us·an that l'!c'rxist-Humanism has· more· than-come up to 
by_ making. an histor.i.c u:ark ~.,hich ,.,ouid' outline' a ne'-i path· tC>· -revo-
luti•:m? · · 

. on page 18 ~'latch the sudden· venture into literature· be.cause 
the philosopher Sartre, though an outsider· loo1ting in,..--- pinpoi_nted 
"metaphysics" (i.e. the- n-bsolute) ·not as some sort of· abstraction, 
but the most concrete demand for "commitment" on the part·-of the 
revolutionarj' intellectual. That \'Jas his demand at the· endc of 
-;4o·rld ,.'1ar :r.:r, '!Jhich led existentialism to flirt "'lith Marxism. 

Then 
note t:.n21t t'lhat :t chose from Lt:nin • s Philo::;ophic ~~oteboc::.::; new ·is 
not "transformation into op-posite 11 or even "self-movement," but 
a· sudden prais'3 of Hegel for having the chapter on "Life 11 in-so 
abstract· a ~o~ork as the Sci_enca of Logic -- and not at the begin
ning, but ·in the £ina 1 section -on -dia lcctics at the point •.oJhen 
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contradiCtion in personal life is e:tparienced as pcin.· Tha-t is 
not' for sob.:...story pu::poscs, but in ordor to let his comrades kncYJ{ · 

what··-ic_ the _significarice of ~~_it:iEJ! and boN you must ':'latch 
'Orocess. 

Page 19 loQks.at tpe critioue of the Gotha Proqram:and 
_· "l\bS01Ute Idea as Ne~-t Beginning" Hith all the emphasis on :tre~ ... 
· ._lie_gin_nin:g ~ __ Tha_t f_s . ~'lliaot_· pinpointing_· means. r.bsC)lute- :Idea is. 
-total_.. _btit it cannot bE!_ total as: a· auantitative· measure. That is 

·._ ,;IheZ.e_··the"Ne'"' of _the ·ePoch does re~ire· presence and not· just Pro
, ·methean · V:i.~ione •.rhat is riot bec?J_uee Promethean vision and _reach-
. inci fOr the future doc.sri't 'help the ·next aeneratiori ·see its task . .' 
:~Quite, ~he -con_trary.- That is ~ .... hen disc~:mtinuity is not a ·revision 
of bUt 'a·_ c'ontinuation '"'!ith the original _Ne~., Jnornen-t ~ there were 
a1.1·· sorts of_ tie•<~,. voices and listening to them •. .,as- cruinteasential. 

··•1ithout 'all the ne·,., forces ·which •.ve recorded·-- from 
the miners• wives in the Miners General Strike to the Freedom 
Riders Speak for Themselves an~ the .£:!:e!!_-~eech. MovementJ" from· 
T•Jorkers Battle· 1\utomation to -:-1orkinq ,_<7omen for Freedom and all 

__ that· •.-'le have in News & Letters regularly -- there could not 
hcri..-e;been a chapter 1. of P&R ·and the gra-op1.ing ~-.d.th those parn.,..-.:'\ 
graphs in Hegel •"'hich Marx knet·! but didn.•t bother to spe11 out 
for us once _he discovered a Ne~·' continent 'of Thouaht and of Revo
lution .. · Tltere ,.,ouldn't have been liarxist-Humanis~ in the United 
States as the cha1len9e to post-Marx Marxism that RLO::>JLKM pre-
sents in the continuing form ~f revolution-in-permanence as 9ro~nd 
fer_ organization~ 

Final1y, on page 20, we see the multilinear Marx 
vs. En9els • unilinear vie!;T of all human development.· 

Xt is no~ Dec~mber 30, 1984. The Critique extends-to 
ourselves,for that missinq link -- philosophy, dialectical philo
sophy -- •'o"'as not fully grasped at tho Convention .. Tho third.part 
of the Perspcctivns N'd;:. nuite a bit rewritten after convention to 
stress thnt 1\bsolute Method ·~as the essence of "not by practice 
;,l.one .. " TOrl'ly I declare that ;,bso1.ute Method , though it is 
the goal from Nhich no private enclave can escape, is still only 
"the road tau the l"bSoluta: Idea or Mind. That is still. ~ only 
ans~1er r.;hich _transcends method -- or expresses it, if you ,,.,ish. 
nnd that n~1:sdS" concretization. That concreti7.~tion is the nama 
of tho l.bsolute J:dea for our age: f.1nrxist-Hurnanism, further pin
pointed aS !-te•·Js and Letters committees in the u.s., but by no means 
limited _to the u.s. :rt is a ''iorld concept, a •.o~orld concretiza
tion. r_nd it is that historic look at it, ""d the looking at our
eGlvae. thnt •·lill assure revolution-in-permanence to be,. 
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