
,·z:~?(~:.O"T7d~Y~s -~~~id;ecOnoitiic Ci-isiS''~:m~{~·[t~~ spoken and 
written or-·in'terms_-_of-the::_industrialized West-with its 

·, stagnation· in' production ·:and, growing' unemployment; 
When- the nations .of the Third World are .mentioned, the 
cor. text 'Is· usually· that or-the hUge and· grOwing indebted· -
ness of these lands to.the technologically advanced .West, 

_- currently.( to the: tune ·.of hundredS_o[' billions of. dollars •. 
;'The framework thus remains that of thc.capitalist lo:utds. 
<Th~fAfr~Asian-Latin'Am"erican Revolutior.s which haVe 

,_ encircled the_ globe over the- past· two· and a .haU decades 
attempted to· blaze- an independent, non-capitalist path~ 

·way :both: E:ciinomii:ally_ and ideologically.•cBut viewed 
-- frorri , the_·, t980i!;~ ·. count."'Y. after.· co'uD.try -within·· thiS -Third 
, World,hati been· swept into lhti'eeonomic vortex· of_ ~ap-,_ 

i_talismi. either ·in· its private ot' .. state-c&pitallst Corm. -.. ·, 
:;--And at;the_same.ume, there ha5,becn a cepttulation to: 
the ideological vortex :of naUonnll:red" pn•perty -_equaling. 

· ·· _. soc_lallsm · or. of narrow. nationalism, -or_ the outright bank~ 
·:rupt~y -Of ,.Private enterprise.· It. is this -twin vortex of 

' ' econolnJc:J and . narrow~ class-based ._Ideology. which . has_-_ 
kept· tM~~ArrO:ASlan-LRtln": American World -_:splnning·, out
side .. both ,_ any.·' genuine _ ecoJ!Omic, development , nod_:_ U.e . 
tbeoretlcal·phUosophtc:_vision ,of_; freedom. that_-had been 
the_prOmbe or ita.revolutiona~ ~flM .. · -r<-: .. -· ' 

;:; Is tluire _stm the_. possfbMty :cr:cractfns tll.e framework __ 
of capitalbt non:development for the Tbfrd World? Is the 
~y· Cboil!e between a.prtvate-c3i)lta1Jst~West,wlth~lts 
traditioDal bourgeoisie or_ o. state:ca1lltalbt East; with-Its-: 
single ·economic plan? Neither baS ~n able to_ provide 

·either,"a-sclutlori to.tbft.world economic crisis 'or a-free-
. ·: <dom :visio·a· __ as _agi.tnst the prevalllng- ban~ruptcy, of: 

lhougbL "' , ,, · . . . . 
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While- tbe qcestion 111 Russia unfolded in the suc~oeeding But Marx then ansWered Mikhailovksy as follows: c 

det.!ades in terms or capitaUst development, socialist He insillls on trarisfo~irljj my histo_rical Sketch of the 
revolution, a!ld ·state·capltalld counter·revolutton.~ it · f · r . - · 

. remains .a_ viable,' indeed a burulng 1UesUon In- tod;i)r•s geneSLS o ~plla 'sm_ .. m· ~7eshrn Europe into an_ his7'>.'· 
Third World; especially_ 00 Ute Afrleae and Latin Ameri· torico-philosophic tiU!Ory _Of tM'general path of develoP:-·· 

· can ·continents where the· world systeui of caplt:.::Usm bas ment . prescribed by fate to all natW.ns, whatever '.the 
certainly spread, but_ where the drive to cl'ack ·the historicat circumstanceS in which they_ find tlumselves 
framework Gf' capitalism· remains ever alive~ · · · ~ ·,. ~ But I beg His pardon·,·~-. one_ will net•er arrit>e'thert! 
.. cit iS-for this~rc&sOn that we ili:l;airi turn to·M:i.rx.as he by-using as one's master lrey a general-!dslCirico-phl~. 

-faced-this '!Jllestion 'at the end· Of his life. It is not that sophical theory,- the supreme 'virtzu 0{ U!hich consists in 
Marx had_ direct ."answers'.' for the Third World, but that being supra-historical., · - _ : .. · ·: ·-·: · · '.:·; ':-

. the method by which he 'chose to grapple_ with the ques- Marx refused to recognize_ any._ theory,-·any sweeping 
tlon_·_can c11st an _illumination for today..:-- generalization, evenwhen_it was. as magnificent as his 
--TiiREF.~TEXTB-OF':MA:Rx cciiC"erD· us hi::re:· M&r~·s--·. own historical tendency of'capitaJist accumulation wheoit 

letter- to· the·_ Editorlal."Board; of th~ Otechestvebalye was Placed outside of the historical process from which it 
_ Zaplski;·November,~lm;· his draft le-tters to_ the Russian was created .. Marx r-eeogcir.eQ. only (1Ue aeteace: _"bJdor-y -' 
·revolutionary_. Vere:Z_:aSulieh, late· __ Febr:uary:--and early: and Its proc€iu..''i ·:·.--::_::;:: _ ~ ..... - ~;. 

March; 1881; Bnd Marx's ar.d Engels' Preface to the Rus- : ' - -- ·· c- - •- · • • 

·· ~~;d!;rifm~s_tht!v~0-%~:c~~ii!bi·e~::- ;d· =~ c MARx:FO~U·EDTH~-ouG~~ Uie-~ue!·u~·n--~~ ~~~--
Marx-Mnrxists. What has Oeen publish. ed oniy ·since the cuJilrhistoricai process with regard to Russia.ln February,- -· 

the I led 
. 188l,Veraz .. ~ulidl".-.. tetoMarxonthcdioputesofRu.sslan 

· 1970S --and stronaly reiuforce-s . deas·presen to ...,. ..... -these· texts. is Marx'~"s.Ethnologlcal Not.eboolr.s;•·written In socialists concerning Mnrx's'C.pl&at -and the ·ruture"of ... capitalism in Russia.·Ia parUcularEhe ask'Jd Marx to state 
1880-J81l2, which reveal hoW seriOU3ly and at Jength -»!arx · . his \"ie-ws on tho Rus:slan commuoe as the basis of socialism: _ 
studied the:."prlmltive''- societies from the.-new::uUlro-_ The four drafts Marx w-rOte reVealed his concretf' workirig' 
potogic31 studies of his 'dW.. Together, this body of Marx's out of 8 Uieoretica1 ~Uon 1n tOO circumstances of the Rus- · 

_ writm~s 'offer. us what. .. ;.nya Duneyevskava has c-alled · sian reality. In Ulem btHnat.es adi.~trde.""=~toh!s lnt~t , 
~ti~-~.-~~i~~~~~rf{ }:'7~u~/'~~;-~~~-~}!"0r~-~~~ .-·studies, especially Morgan's·Andeat Soeldy. ··- · · ', _ 

. In bis .. lctter.to the editorial board_ of the Otecbestven· -Fff.s,~--be due lnto-why:Uie -~Omm.Wle stlU exbt~ 1ft-
nlye -Zapiskl, Marx was-r-espOOdlrig'.to nn article titled Runta wbile it bad dlnppeue4 thro_ug~oot .Westem -,·. 

· "Karl Marx_ Before the Tribunal of Mr. Zhukovsky," vnit-- Europe; He wr-ote or ":. lmlqtte comblDal!on· of ctream---
ten· by N.: K. Mikhailovsky,"- a tbeoreticiWl ·of Narodism. siamc:es." a ad tbe:tlea-ped to t:J.e f~Ce~: It c:riaU at tM ." 
Mikhailovksy had argued that Marx's view was thlit. Rus- - some time as capitalistpro.iuclior. which enc_bks i4 to taAe: 
sia's most ·ur?.f,nt task was to destroy the peasant. cOm- advanUJBe of o.ll: the 'pOSitive achUuenumt.! of tl-.#: la!!er · 
munal'prop ,-the mlr, and plunge intll capitalism. I~ without passing through Qll iU_dncdfuluicil:situdes. 
stead of-mer~ y denyin~ this fantastic. accusation Marx lie __ aearch~d to-Cind ~wbat'bappened-.tO- the ·arcbaic 
restated-his true views in so-new .a way that Russia's commune,butnOtedlh'ehistoryolthedeclineof~'pdmiUve" 
dev-:lopme-nt actUally shed a new illumination on what. we communities still remai.'1ed to be written. And be warned: 

-now ciill the Third World:· · One_ s'hould he im. one'6 'guard, wlun- 'readin.g'-tM·:_hia- _ 
. ' In _Order tiUJt I Tnieht be SpeciallY qrinlified to es_timate_ tories of primitive comrnunilies wr_itte,n_'=?' __ bou_rseoi8 
.-the economic ckv_elopment in Russia, /learnt Ruuian historWns. · : ._ ·-M. · · _<',-:, '-:,·.~-~,_" .... :.-".; 

and· then-for··many years· Studied tlu!- official publico· Then followed .the key:SenteDce: "'Everythb\i.rleperids _, 
, tions and otlu!rs bearing on this :;ubject. 1 have ar"rived upor. the historical·. bacl:Br9UD.d: in .whicb<.it finds. itscU: 
at lim .condruion: If Rm•la continues to purt~ue I.'Je ••• "stressing first that tbe tdstorical environment cannot 
path' •he haa .follouied alnce 1861. ahl! ·'rclll .ltNJe- the .·,-be separated from "the simultaneous exl!;tence or·west-
tlne•t- chan'*_ ever offered b11 hilliOI'I/ to a people and em production -••• the world market.". He_ continued wiUa 
und ll'th fl•-1 1 1 11 d ott•- •t t•-t other factors that need to be taken into aecount rrom the. ergo a e a"" v c u u e•.- '"' cap1 a .... rr· .- '-'"e ...... t ~·dualism','. of communal ,sroperty: and_ private 
g_lnu. (my_ emphasis) w.&• ..... . 

"The fiilest ch&ncc? Marx bad; !Ust Prior to- the atmvt' r~.~~~Uo~-~ to.Ule aCtual ph)'sic cOOrl~aUo~~-q~ ,~9 
quote-; paraphrased how the "great Russian scholar and At this point, Marx pinpointed the b••m&tt forces :tor 
critlc_"-Chemy~hevskyhss posed the question: revolutionafy change: All tliat r.e~tda to be donf! U·to 

• ::Whether, as her libeml econumisU maintoiia, Ru6- reptar:e :hz voloat, _ o government institution_ by an Q,. 
sia must begin by destroying thti.viilage commune, in aembly of peasant11 tkctt!d by tM communes_ thtmselc~~ 
onkr to pass tD- tlu! capitali>Jt ugirri'e~ or whether, on the 
controry, -sM_ ·can wit/Wut experiencing the tortures of ' 'Marx also jlotrited to all tb~ pressures F.,-~ ~~- the -co~-
thi& reeime;· rippropriate oil Us fruit. by ckuelopi"'J tM mune: '.'Wenkened by the state's flsca extortioat, tht' 
historical conditWM s~ci{ioolly her own. commune had become nn easy target for explol1aUon by 

Marx then moVed to show that lt was not Russia alone traders, tandownei"S and money-lenders." Morx concluded 
_which could develop elong its own speclf!e path: that, "destructive lnfluence5 will lead inevitably to 

, • , the chapter 011 primitilt.l! accumul4tio11. (in Cap!- destruction of theo vUiage (.>t:mmune, unlcs.~ it is cr1l1hl'd 
tal) does not claim to do mere than trace thtl path by by n powerful_~nt~racttc.n." . . -----·-
whl"ch; in_ Western EuroJU, the capitalist ~conomic BYS· . 3. See especially Lenin's Tbe DHelopmea' Or CapUaUatn 
~m enrerged -from t~e womb of the feud..'ll economic _In Ru11b1 <Vol. 3, Collected· Workt) and .Dunayev-
/iyatr.m: :_It thtr~(ore de11cribts -the historical prores~ skaya's .. Marxlam aad Freedo10 (Chllps, 8 and 13}. ,,:' 
u•hi'ch- by divorclriiJ _the_-producrrs· {rom--their- r.wan.i o( 4. See Le\-'o're!l.ee Kr:der's tr:reerlpUcn nnd·nne int~ue- -
productitJn -•• • llul the bosia of thi• wholl cUwlopment Uon to The, Etlmolotfeal Notebooks or Karl M:~:rxo-,;' 
is tM-upropriation of P«JBOnta • , • 

-And thus: · 
If RrusUJ._wants to btcomt" a i:apitalilll natio.'l •• , ~hr 

will not •uccud wilhout first trunMformlng a sood part 
'oi hrr [NUMJfiti Into p~t:;ri::t::. 

,., {' 1 . 
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· Iri the third ,Woi-k -~~;ihe·: s~j·~i =·-tb-~':·Pi;;{~~~: i~'th~-~-
Russian edition of the CoiD.mUlllst MaDif21to/Jar.u8.cy:21'\.; 
1882 ·- Marx_·proceeded ·to tie 'tbeypeasant··_Eastt•:to·~.tmi;:;-: 
~·prolE:tarian~.w~t~~~-i!l/an; unpreCedentcd~·revoltitionil.rv::.~ 

- linking.' The~qut$tlon-he.had been· grappltnglWith-:_rcr' Ul81~ 
_,better._part_'or .a_. dec_ad~_~was po..-.ed-cnc-J ;n;ore:A~'Xt:i.;·~'.'-';t 
:.· Cari_~_the R_Us_Sian- ab&!IC:biriti;, lliOlilih;';if:ia,ti;~'!ntdei:.t.~: 

. niiried; YP.~- n-,!0,~?1!:- Of_t~.· jJri~Ufd_'~~-~.iJtf''!~7it-~1?-~P-s~ 
~of_kznd/ pass._ i:lu·ectly to·the hr.ghe_r:Jor,m.,of.Communtst..:--.
common: _oWm!$h_ip'l __ ;cOr; on_; tl}e-, contmr;y :: muSt~- it': fjfSt · '-,,: 

'' ]kus_:-tljiough~ the rsQme':procesi:J_ rot~'dissolutio1a·>'•UCh~-m ·,., 
.•. Coiistit11Us-:-the-· histOricc%1 :eoolrltWn-.. O{c tlii ~.West?--) . .:;'.':.'f~~; ·;-~ 

:-.·:: ~-~~~ t!Ni~)liat·eo.:#es ~~runs __ DOt~·ontf;~;~~~:,:.~ 
, J>ut" per_manect rev.o:h;tlcn; ~-not . ~nly _ reyoluUon. h( tbf!:pea-'"1 

.sant· East, but,Jh3.t rev_olution' as.·a spark:for-_ revolutJon·in ";: 
.. the·r~roletariiln·~ West;: Which~~Cfl;n···in :_turn ·re..entorce'~the ;-:; 

:-::·~·TU·_~:r;:~~~~!~~~~/£i~~t~~~1:~~:~~~~~~,~-
J1.udsian ·Reooludon. bem~s tlie :ngnal for _,~··'proktar,iGR;:· 
re'Volutioii-. in · tJie'·: We.st,·.:so.',that ~both:i::orifjJleliiejit:_roch-~t~ 

::·other;• tlu p~nt :RUssia'n',i:oranWn'·o·~~er.s_hi]3::,CSf-laTU/.. ··.-_ 
may :·a~r_ve_Ya,S_; tliil:_ stOrting·; pOirit~'(o.r.:.ci.:'-Con;,"iri'UtiiM:. 
~llf!loj:ni~.TU:. '.\::--<' ;/, ,-I:--.~~;:::;.:~ ~.'i .;: ::~ {':('·.;:.;j_:~:~:::_~ ~{?~\,~ 2'.·,~-,.: ·. :: 
:_.; .Tbe:_viclssitudes:oL'.ltuSsia'·slncei.then~'2rii'.Of~c01irse ·.-_: . 
well known·.".Wbat'is not Wi!lUu:iown~.and in fact; ila!ibeeii :~ 

;' studi(MJs!Y ; ignored;;~is ~ preclse!y;·. L~:: .;. way ;.1d::r:·,:._werkcd ;;: 
·.through: the. questlon.-:-or . uilderdcvelnpOO ·. and:-deVelo~ ·. 
lands.~'~'- '·J-: . ; ;·-:-:: .<·:·.,.,;.:;-,:,>·-::t .. "::~~:,•.; ,,:.,. c~._,;·_:,_:~,::,.:r;,~:::.:::-,.:.~' --;> 
·-,'The particulars. of the Russian peasant commune-. have'~ 
been obliterat_ed- both_ by.: c3pltallsm's· encro:ichmimt~intO· ... 

- Russia Prior fu'l917, ·and Stalin's forCed ci:lllecUVizii.UOn'of :·-.: 
the l!t30s.·But Marx's ntetho.do!ogy is still alive:-'An(fsO is·
the· dialectical method·-which enabled· him:· to· see- sUch 
phenomenal:- new · path'\\'ay_s· :to ·-sOcial :_i-cv'olUUOn:~- DOt~_in -
tsolatiorl from the realit_ies;of:Capi_taUsm;,but-.by:fmding
the revolutionary.- forces -wtthfzl:,capilalisril's' develo~ 
Iailds.-:·. <:---· · .. .----: -,::~_::- .... ,-.::.:-,;_:·,;::_; ·-/-"'···_·.· 

In. returning tO tOdii)r 'the'·"quCSUon ::-fs,::lOt ,'sO:inli~ii·_fO·;. 
search for where there iS a Particular: social~ organization<· 
on the land !none part-_ of the,World or another-\Vh.ich·t:.:""~ 
still _survlvln~f capitalism's; eziCroaCliments;,;Wh'ere~rotich :;:;; 
forms_exis~ it is likely that capltali.nm has not: yet found a-··.; 
way to fully exploit ~ose region.~~;.: Iristead; what ·i-emabu> --": -
as rillve in t>ur day.- ns in· Marx's ·..:....,indeEd; wiu:.t·com~ll- < 
ecJ !'darx to study~any .pai'ticular social orglinl:tation of_ ~is". 
day -:-.are the human- forces which chaiienge·capitai1sm's:~· 
drive_ for accumulation, _Yfhether_-- prlmltl~e-;or . .-:~-•ad-: .. 
vanced."- ., · __ ::'· :. _ ·-.. _-:~" ' ;.;_:~"'- >_/·.:=:~, .. :_ .. -. -'~·:,.;-:_,.:- :::·.;i 

'Ylht.thCr- the· iritilgeDous scx:ial foruis~_stUl.'eXistlng-:fn::.:._ 
such dispersed .places as Namibia's,coinmtinlol ri!lati<inS ;·:: 
and Guatemala's Indian peasnnt.communiUes-can:.form·-_;;:; 
the basis for new humHD beginnJngs·in·each:land.J~:an'';'' 
open question.· But what makes both plaees·so:aUvn !or_ us:·.; 
tOday ls_that in Namibia, In Guotemala,:_there:are--pea;,::;·:; 
sant- masses who arc. fighting to- oo··rJd, ol':.capitalisrn's ·. ~ 
direct- encroachments -· its_ brutal-slaUghter_ O!:.mcn,: _·"· 
v.-omen and children; its destrUction .of_ the 1and._ But their·< 
fight cannot be in-_!solntion.· Can .it not be. ri. _signal COr, the···:.: 
rest of us to make the revolutl\ln contlr.uous',: to mak~ reab :_ 
what Marx had called -~~revolution in permanence?'~ Only·.: 
!.uch simultaneous .. ,working out of.· comp!~mentary.: new_;- i 
pathways for soclal·revoluUon can.cr~:,:c the;_caplt&list: _., 
!ram~wcrk both in thought.·, as Marx had __ doM.\_hand·ln-?_, 
hand-with i:Jolng lt_ln-n'allty, which i:J.the taak:fo(thls ... , 
generation to aecompllah. ~-. · :, .. ~ .. ",:,., :;;~\:-,_:·· 

' ' -. -,. ,"'k)' ;!:::;.: 
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